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NOTES  and  COMMENTS 


We  trust  that  everyone  had  a  joyous  Yuletide 
HoOiiday  Season  and  that  all  is  off  to  a  good  start 
[for  1975  in  spite  of  all  the  pessimistac  forecasts 
for  the  coming  year. 

Perhaps  we  are  turning  to  the  wrong  textbook 
for  the  answers  to  many  of  the  problems  that  are 
constantly  presenting  themselves  for  solving. 
Could  it  be  like  the  quotation,  "Happiness  is  where 
we  ifind  it,  but  rarely  where  we  seek  it."  Personal 
experiience  has  taught  me  that  many  of  the 
answers  are  not  found  an  the  back  of  text  boolcs. 
Most  of  them  can  be  found  by  "taking  a  little  walk 
and  having  a  talk" — ^with  the  Lord.  (Editor's 
note) 


One  of  ithe  primary  concerns  of  The  Brethren 
Church  for  the  year  1975  will  be  in  the  realm  of 
CHURCH  GROWTH.  When  we  speak  of  growth 
it  usually  pertains  to  increase  or  development  and 


in  relation  to  the  Church  this  can  be  utilized  in 
ever  so  many  various  facets  of  the  work  of  the 
Church. 

This  issue  deals  specifically  with  one  of  these 
areas,  that  of  The  Benevolent  Board  of  The 
Brethren  Church.  On  pages  11  through  19  the 
theme  ONE  BODY  IN  CHRIST  is  portrayed  as  this 
Board  serving  as  various  parts  of  the  body — ^with 
the  emphasis  being  stressed  upon  the  fact  that 
every  member  of  the  Brethren  Church  is  a  part 
of  that  body  also. 


CORRECTION 

The  last  paragraph  of  the  announcement  under 
Notes  and  Comments  in  the  December  14th  issue 
pertaining  to  the  subscription  rate  for  THE 
BRETHREN  EVANGELIST  should  have  had  as 
the  payment  date,  December  31,  1974  instead 
of  1975.  We  apologize  for  this  error. 
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Be  Alive  in  '75 


By  the  time  this  issue  is  in  the  hands  of  our 
readers  ano'ther  Christinas  day  will  have  passed. 
The  usual  Yuletide  festivities  wUl  have  been  cele- 
brated, the  gathering  around  the  customary  Christ- 
mas tree  presenting  and  receiving  gifts  to  loved 
ones  and  friends. 

We  are  reminded  of  a  paragraph  printed  in  the 
First  Baptist  Church  Bulletin  of  Syracuse,  New 
York  some  time  ago,  "There  was  a  gift  for  each 
of  us  left  under  the  tree  of  life  2000  years  ago 
by  Him  whose  birthday  we  celebrate  today.  The 
gift  was  withheld  from  no  man.  Some  have  left 
the  pacliages  unclaimed.  Some  have  accepted  the 
gift  and  carry  it  around,  but  have  failed  to  re- 
move the  wrappings  and  look  inside  to  discover 
the  hidden  splendour.  The  packages  are  all  alike: 
in  each  a  scroll  on  which  is  written,  'All  that  the 
Father  hath  is  thine.  'Take  and  Live!" 

"Take  and  Live!"  Take  what  and  live  how? 
Evidently  many  have  not  even  bothered  to  claim 
the  package  left  for  them  let  alone  explore  its  con- 
tents. Just  in  the  past  day  or  so  I  received  a 
brochure  for  literature  that  has  among  all  the 
titles  a  few  I  have  selected  as  a  potpourri  of  ways 
and  how  to  live:  "How  To  Prepare  For  The  Com- 
ing Crash" — "Building  Your  Fortune  With  Silver" 

'The  Plot  to  Replace  The  Constitution"  and 
one  that  deals  with  the  "Gateway  to  Survival." 

Probably  the  only  one  that  is  most  apropos  is 
titled,  "Wake-Up  America!"  The  contents  are  im- 
portant as  far  as  our  freedoms  are  concerned  but 
what  America  really  needs  is  a  spiritual 
awakening. 

The  average  American  may  be  saying,  "Who, 
Me?  You  gotta  be  kidding.  I  know  what's  going 
on."  But  does  he?  This  kind  of  talk  sort  of  echoes 
the  statement  made  by  the  soldier  in  boot  camp: 
"E^verybody  here  is  out  of  step  but  me." 

If  the  average  American  doesn't  know  what's 
going  on  it  has  to  be  because  he  is  existing  in  the 
life  of  a  bermit.  He  certainly  knows  the  low  level 
that  morality  is  sinking  to.  But  what  is  he  doing 
about  it?  Is  he  cooperating  with  officials  to  close 
down  pornographic  bookstores  and  theaters  or  is 
he  drifting  along  with  the  tide  that  says  every 
man  is  entiled  to  do  his  awn  thing? 

Surely  he  knows  there  are  people  in  the  world 
that  go  to  bed  hungry  (that  is,  if  some  of  them 
have  a  bed)  but  does  he  bother  to  inquire  if  it 
might  ibe  someone  In  his  neighborhood,  city,  coun- 
try or  even  some  foreign  land  or  does  he  just 
shrug  his  shoulders  and  say;  "Well,  that's  the  way 
the  cookie  crumbles." 
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Much  is  being  said  about  the  poverty  level  these 
days  and  most  of  it  isn't  funny.  There  are  many 
w^ho  have  worked  hard  and  diligently  throughout 
their  lifetime  of  productivity  and  now  that  the 
time  has  come  for  them  to  be  able  to  sit  back 
and  enjoy  the  rest  of  life's  journey,  survival  in 
a  world  that  is  being  crushed  by  the  weight  of 
inflation  becomes  a  greater  challenge  than  it  wa^ 
as  they  began  the  voyage  on  the  sea  of  matrimony. 
What  kind  of  concern  is  shown  for  these  senior 
citizens?  If  you  don't  know,  a  little  research  on 
the  matter  is  in  order. 

Inflation  seems  to  be  tlie  most  widely  used  word 
in  our  vocabulary  lately,  but  the  word  that  should 
be  used  in  conjunction  with  inflation  is  given 
much  thought  but  that  is  about  all — CURB.  It's 
pretty  hard  to  stop  a  run-a-way  horse  when  it  is 
about  a  quarter  mile  down  the  road  galloping  at 
full  stride. 

A  fellow  once  remarked,  "I  went  without  the 
luxuries  of  life  for  twenty  years,  I  scrimped  and 
saved,  drove  the  wheels  off  the  old  buggy,  wore 
patched  trousers  and  all  the  rest  trying  to  catch 
up  with  the  Jones.  Well,  I  finally  caught  up  with 
them,  so  what  happened?  They  went  out  the  next 
day  and  refinanced." 

Perhaps  it  might  have  been  much  better  had  he 
set  his  sights  on  what  the  Jones'  may  have  sorely 
needed  and  whidh  was  not  visible  instead  of  what 
they  had  on  their  backs,  in  the  house  and  in  the 
big  garage. 

There  is  a  saying  anonymously  written  which 
reads  thusly:  "I  sought  my  sO'Ul — but  my  soul  I 
could  not  see,  I  sought  my  God — ^but  my  Gk)d 
eluded  me,  I  sought  my  brother — and  found  all 
three." 

As  we  cantemplate  and  try  to  evaluate  all  that 
is  seemingly  going  beserk  especially  in  our  world 
of  economics  and  once  again  reflect  on  the  title 
of  the  book  "Wake-Up,  America!"  some  ice-water 
thrown  into  our  faces  to  shock  us  into  a  spiritual 
awakening  may  be  found  in  the  words  written  for 
HARPER'S  BAZAAR  by  Franz  Werfel:  "We  have 
allowed  our  metaphysical  and  miystical  powers  to 
become  stupified.  For  this  reason,  we  are  no  longer 
the  children  of  God,  but  victims  of  the  mechanical 
powers  and  functions  of  the  economic  cycle.  Be- 
cause the  spirit  has  deserted  us,  we  are  nothing 
more  than  consumers  and  consumed.  Because 
there  no  longer  exists  for  us  any  absolute  value, 
we  are  worth  only  so  much  as  we  pay  and  are 
paid." 

We  have  spUt  the  ato^m  (to  destroy  or  enjoy?) 
We  have  reached  and  explored  the  moon.  We  have 
greater  insight  to  various  planets  by  means  of 
satellites.  BUT,  as  F.  W.  Robertson  puts  it:  "The 
question  is,  whether  like  the  Divine  Child  in  the 
Temple,  we  are  turning  knowledge  into  wisdom, 
and  whether,  understanding  more  of  the  mysteries 
of  life,  we  are  feeling  more  of  its  sacred  law;  and 
wihether,  having  left  behind  the  priests  and  the 
scribes  and  the  doctors  and  the  fathers,  we  are 
about  our  Father's  business,  and  becoming  wise 
to  (^d."     (G.S.) 
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First  Year  Anniversary 
in  Medellin^  Colombia 


The  Brethren  Evangel! 


The  23rd  of  Novembe'r  marked  the  date  when 
the  Solomon  family  completed  their  first  year  of 
service  in  this  new  venture  of  faith  and  labor  of 
love  for  Christ  and  the  Brethren  Church.  Thus 
we  feel  it  is  time  to  give  a  brief  over-all  view  of 
this  year's  activities  to  those  who  are  our  partners 
in  this  understaking. 


Missionary  Kenneth  Solomon 
preaching  the  Word  in  Colombia 


by   Kenneth    L.   Solomo 


OUR   FIRST   UNDERTAKING 

Some  have  a  very  glorified  mental  picture  of 
missionary's  life  and  ministry.  But  our  first  ur 
dertELking  was  quite  mundane  and  had  to  do  wit, 
material  things  and  needs;  that  of  praying  fw 
looking  for,  and  finding  a  home  for  the  Solomo: 
six,  furniture  and  locating  children  in  school. 

Never-the-less,  even  in  those  first  ten  days  in  th 
country  God  gave  us  the  joy  of  an  ample  minis tr; 
through  personal  witness  and  tract  ministry  witl 
the  cab  drivers,  hotel  personnel,  restaurant  waiter 
and  waitresses,  etc.  The  spiritual  hunger  and  thirs 
was  and  is  seen  in  their  eagerness  to  receive  Gos; 
pel  literature  in  each  and  every  repeated  contac 
we  have  with  them.  Follow-up  is  very  importan 
here. 

To  illustrate  this  are  the  'following  personal  ex' 
periences:  1)  the  two  ibank  guards  that  stoppec 
me  as  I  left  the  ibank.  They  soon  assured  me  thai 
I  had  nothing  to  fear,  that  I  had  not  committee 
anything  illegal,  and  that  they  were  just  concernec 
that  I  had  visited  once  again  the  bank  and  waj 
leaving  without  giving  them  the  acustomed  newi 
tract  or  tracts  to  read.  2)  The  bus  driver  whO' 
because  of  having  changed  his  eanployment  tc 
another  bus  company  that  did  not  serve  our  sec 
tion  of  the  icity  'did  no  loniger  have  conitact  witt 
me,  stopped  his  'bus  on  two  different  occasions 
on  a  very  busy  avenue,  when  he  saw  me,  to  re 
quest  new  tracts.  3)  The  youth  that  ran  twc 
blocks  to  catch  up  with  me  and  to  request  some 
more  iGospel  literature.  4)  The  perso'nnel  at  tht 
supermarket  wtho  are  most  dissappointed  if  1 
ihave  nothing  new  to  give  them  to  read.  And  so, 
on  and  on  I  could  go  relating  this  type  of  reward- 
ing experiences  that  show  the  spiritual  hunger 
of  the  Colombian  people  land  the  wide  open  dooi 
to  Evangelism  through  literature. 
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OUR  SECOND  UNDERTAKING- 
OPERATION  FRIENDSHIP 

These  "city"  folk  seeimed  so  unfriendly,  if  not 
openly  hostile,  the  first  week  orf  our  living  in  the 
sulburb  called  "La  Castellana."  We  had  come  from 
the  small,  friendly  village  of  Soldinl  (and  more 
recently  the  fr^iendly,  small  city  of  Asliland)  to 
this  city  of  nearly  two  million  people.  And,  to  our 
great  consternation,  we  found  we  could  hardly 
understand  their  "brand"  of  Spanish.  WHAT  A 
FRUSTRATION! 

BUT,  as  is  true  in  most  places,  one  must  be  a 
friend  in  order  to  make  friends.  In  spite  of  their 
unfriendly,  icy  stares,  we  continued  to  smile  and 
greet  them.  Soon,  one  by  one,  they  began  to  re- 
spond, but  most  without  too  mudi  enthusiasm. 
Persistence  and  faith  in  the  positive  outcome  of 
this  operation  were  needed  and  soon  paid  rich 
dividends.  Now  we  are  convinced  that  not  even  in 
Argen'tina  or  Ashiland  do  we  have  a  warmer  show 
al  friendship  and  appreciation,  and  this  after  only 
one  year.  We  praise  God  for  this  success  to 
"Operation  Friendsihlp!" 


Jeannette  Solomon  in  Operation  Friendship 


PREPARING   SOWERS 

Another  door  of  oppoirtunity  opened  to  us  by 
the  Lord  was  the  one  to  participate  in  the  educa- 
tional ministry  at  the  Union  Seminary  here  in 
Medellin.  Jan  served  as  Librarian  and  I  as  pro- 
fessor. It  has  been  a  most  rewarding  ministry  aaid 
a  great  honor  to  have  a  smaU  part  in  ithe  prepaxa- 
tion  lOf  the  fine,  young  Colombian  youth  for  the 
work  of  the  ministry. 


HARVESTING  THE  CROP 

We  would  love  to  be  able  to  tell  you  of  the 
thousands  won  to  the  Lord  during  this  first  year. 
Unfortunately  we  cannot.  But  knowing  that  Christ 
values  each  and  every  individual  soul  so  much 
(that  He  gave  His  life  for  eadh  one  and  counts, 
not  as  men  do,  the  value  of  just  one  soul  saved, 
we  report  what  Grod  ihas  accomplis'hed  without 
any  apology. 

We  have  a  record  of  at  least  12  first-time  con- 
versions, an  average  of  one  per  month,  of  which 
9  have  been  baptized.  Three  of  these  live  so  far 
away  that  we  have  very  little  contact  with  them 
for  further  disciplinig,  though  some  can  be  done 
iby  mail.  We  continue  to  minister  to  the  others 
and  to  seek  to  establish  a  congregation  of  be- 
lievers. This  "Church  Planting"  is  a  very  import- 
ant part  of  our  purpose  and  calling.  Personal 
Evangelism  to  win  the  losit  and  then  the  discipling 
of  the  converts  to  form  a  body  of  believers  is 
what  we  understand  to  be  our  responsibility.  With 
God's  help  and  your  continued  prayers  we  hope 
to  accomplish  just  that. 


SHARING  THE   NEWS 

One  of  the  activities  of  a  missionary  is  to  take 
the  necessary  time  (and  it  does  take .  quite  a  bit 
of  time)  to  keep  ihis  "partners"  informed.  We 
have  undertaken  to  do  th'is  on  a  larger  scale  than 
previously,  <both  through  personal  answers  to 
letters  or  even  to  those  wtoo  have  not  written  -us, 
and  through  the  Brethren  periodicals.  We  trust 
this  has  been  of  value. 


OUR  THIRD  UNDERTAKING- 
OPERATION   SOWING 

Placing  our  faith  in  the  promise  of  God's  Word — 
"HE  WHICH  SOWETH  BOUNTIFULLY  SHALL 
REAP  ALSO  BOUNTIFULLY"  (II  Cor.  9:6).  Thus 
imore  than  $700  missionary  dollars  have  been  in- 
vested in  an  ample  amount  of  excellent  literaiture, 
and  distributed  personally,  during  this  year  of 
ministry  in  personal  evangelism.  We  trust  (3od, 
and  your  prayers,  to  ^make  'this  seed  grow  and 
briinig  forth  abundant  results,  in  Grod's  good  time. 


AS   TO   THE    FUTURE 

We  soiMcit  your  prayerful  interest  -in:  1)  the 
need  lOf  equipment  and  personnel  for  MASS 
EVANGELISM.  We  have  hopes  for  an  evangelistic 
truck,  fuly  equipped,  and  responsible,  qualified 
personnel  to  soon  be  fo^rthcoining  to  help  us  in 
this  felt  need  and  iministry.  2)  in  the  intensifica- 
tion of  efforts  to  estabHsHi  Bible  stuidy  groups  in 
different  parts  -of  the  city.  3)  in  'the  developing 
of  "Timothys"  to  help  us  in  personal  evangelism 
on  a  much  larger  scale. 
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The  Brethren  Evangelis 


^■^i'TL     ^  ""'"*  Mission  Minislrij  in  St.  Pelenhut^,  Florids     J'^^^^^ 
^]%^       ^     Kept„fefs:  ^  f^f/ 

^^         Phil  &  Jesn  lerscfi        "J^^^ 
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New    lllusfrafed    Hymn 


I 


The  hymn,  "Jesus  Calls  Us,"  makes  direct  refer- 
ence to  the  time  when  Jesus  called  His  disciples 
to  leave  their  nets  and  follow  Him  ...  an  event 
worthy  serious  consideration  by  every  age  person. 

Because  some  of  the  words  are  difficult  for 
children  to  understand,  but  can  be  "illustrated" 
fairly  easily,  this  hymn  was  added  recently  to  our 
collection  of  35  Illustrated  Hymns  at  Brethren 
House. 

[By  "Illustrated  Hymns"  we  mean  those  written 
out  on  several  sheets  of  18  x  24"  oak  tag  and  then 
taped  together  Uke  a  large  book.  Each  page  has, 
in  addition  to  a  few  words  of  the  hymn,  several 
pictures  or  drawings  or  designs  that  help  express 
the  meanings  of  the  words.  Hence,  the  label  "illus- 
trated." These  Illustrated  Hymns  can  be  used  for 
group  singing  or  individual  study,  guided  by  tape 
recorded  commentary.] 

The  first  line  presented  two  difficult  phrases: 
"Jesus  calls  us  o'er  the  TUMULT"  and  "of  our 
LIFE'S  WILD  RESTLESS  SEA."  So  the  first 
page  of  our  hymn  Dlustrated  the  meaning  of 
TUMULT.  The  chUdren  and  Jean  began  a  search 
of  pictures  that  showed  noise  and  confusion.  The 
findings  were  a  race  car,  soime  can-can  girls,  and 
a  steam  shovel  which  we  arranged  in  collage 
fashion  against  a  background  of  wild  colors — 
orange  and  fuscia.  Then,  to  show  LIFE'S  WILD 
RESTLESS  SEA  we  used  a  picture  representing 
the  storm  experienced  by  Jesus  and  the  disciples 
at  sea.  And  we  discussed  the  meaning  of  the  word 
RESTLESS   ("without  rest"). 

The  next  page  of  our  large  hymn  book  to  illus- 
trate the  words  DAY  BY  DAY  showed  a  little  giri 
sitting  beside  her  hearth  at  home  reading  a  book. 
And  then,  the  next  page  showed  Jesus  surro-unded 
by  children  for  the  words,  SAYING  CHRISTIAN 
FOLLOW  ME. 

We  will  work  on  the  other  verses  in  the  weeks 
to  come.  As  the  children  help  select  or  draw  pic- 
tures to  accompany  the  phrases  of  the  hjrmn,  they 
wUl  be  gaining  understanding  of  the  hymn's 
message. 

Because  the  hymn  tune  didn't  suit  us  especially, 
Jean  made  up  a  new  one  that  is  a  little  more  in 
the  style  of  today's  folk  music.  It  was  well 
received. 


INFORMATIONAL  BROCHURE 

We  put  together  a  concisely  written  folder  thai 
gives  general  information  about  Brethren  House 
MINISTRIES — (covering  Neighborhood  Activities 
Resources,  Workshops,  Consultations,  our  Be 
ginnings,  and  Us.) 

If  you  are  interested  in  having  a  free  copy  foi 
your  own  information,  please  send  your  request 
and  a  self-addressed,  business-sized,  stamped  en' 
velope  to:  BRETHREN  HOUSE,  6301  56th  Ave. 
N.,  St.  Petersburg,  Florida  33709. 


STAFF  DEVELOPIVIENT 

Bonnie  attended  the  week-long  conference  ol 
Christian  Education  FeUowsMp  in  Green  Lake 
Wisconsin,  in  October.  She  experienced  many  great 
ideas  and  made  some  new  friends  among  the  80C 
attenders.  Also  renewed  other  valuable  friendships 
with  those  she  has  met  before  through  Brethren 
House  work. 

Jean  participyated  in  the  Professional  Renewal 
Center  at  her  elementary  school  for  7  days  un 
November.  She  was  released  from  her  teaching 
responsibilities  for  those  days  to  give  full  time 
in  experiencing  many  kinds  of  multi-media  input 
and  just  upgrade  her  teaching  skills  in  general, 

Most  worthwhile  experiences  for  both  Bonnie 
and  Jean. 


CONSULTATIONS  CONTINUE 

Our  work  as  Educational  Consultants  continues 
on  a  regular  weekly-monthly  basis  with  the  Good 
Samaritan  Church  about  a  mile  fro^m  Brethren 
House.  We  appreciate  this  relationship  and  are 
finding  it  to  be  a  good  one. 

Beginning  December  1st,  we  entered  into  a  sim- 
ilar arrangement  with  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Pinellas  Park — still  within  a  few  miles 
of  us. 

Thus  far  we  are  helping  to  select  and  enrich 
curriculum,  train  teaching  teams,  organize  re- 
sources (that  includes  cleaning  some  cupboards, 
of  course),  and  participating  in  the  learning 
setting  when  Ewssible. 
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Personalized  Giving 
and  Missionary  Support 


by   Rev.  Wade  Coggins 


With  the  increasing  tax  burden  and  the  liberal- 
ized provisio'ns  of  the  1969  tax  law  which  allows 
deductions  of  up  to  50 9o  of  adjusted  gross  in- 
come, many  people  are  asking  about  the  rules 
concerning  giving  to  missionaries.  Since  a  very 
large  number  of  missionaries  are  suppoirted 
through  a  system  of  "personalized"  or  "desig- 
nated" giving,  the  question  arises  whether  such 
gifts  are  deductible  as  oanjtributiions. 

To  understand  the  problem  two  basic  prin- 
ciples of  tax  law  must  be  kept  in  mind.  (1)  A 
gift  by  one  individual  to  another  individual  is 
not  a  deductible  charitable  contribution.  (2)  A 
contribution  by  an  individual  to  a  charitable  or 
religious  organization  for  the  furtherance  of  its 
charitable  or  reUgious  purpose  is  deductible  within 
the  quidelines  drawn  up  by  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service. 

The  matter  of  "personalized"  giving  to  mission- 
ary work  by  the  very  nature  of  it  hangs  in  tension 
between  these  two  concepts  of  law. 

From  experience,  consultation  with  IRS  per- 
sonnel, and  reports  of  litigated  court  cases,  a 
picture  has  evolved  which  provides  fairly  firm 
^guidance  to  those  wiho  desire  to  use  designated 
giving  to  support  missionairies. 

Legitimate  "personalized"  giving  is  projected 
upon  the  premise  that  the  missionary  being  sup- 
ported is  carrying  out  the  charitable  and  religious 
purposes  of  the  church  or  mission  organization 
which  appoints  hkn  to  his  place  of  service.  Every- 
one concerned  recognizes  that  in  order  for  the 
mission  to  carry  out  its  functions,  it  must  have 
personnel  serving  in  the  locatiO'ns  where  it  works. 
To  secure  the  services  of  people  it  is  necessary  to 
pay  a  salary  or  allowance.  This  cost  is  a  legitimate 
expenditure  by  the  organizatiion.  This  situation 
still  prevails  when  the  mission  allows  a  supporter 
to  give  contributions  to  the  mission  to  enable  it 
to  retain  the  services  of  the  missionary  on  a 
project  which  is  vital  to  the  exempt  purposes  of 
the  mission.  As  long  as  the  "allowance"  or  "salary" 


is  set  by  the  mission,  and  the  missionary  is  carry- 
ing out  his  function  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
mission,  the  arrangement  should  meet  no  diffi- 
culties with  the  Internal  Revenue  Service. 

Missionary  organizations  and  individual  contri- 
butors at  times  find  themselves  at  odds  over  the 
application  of  these  principles  to  individual  cases. 

Individuals  who  wish  to  send  to  missionaries 
special  gifts  which  are  over  and  above  the  usual 
allowance  or  salary  have  moved  into  the  area  of 
passing  a  gift  from  one  individual  to  another, 
and  away  from  supporting  an  organization's 
charitable  purposes.  Most  missions  have  now 
recognized  this  distinction  and  have  established 
poUcies  which  prohibit  them  from  issuing  tax- 
exempt    receipts   When   transmitting   such   gifts. 

Individual  contributors  are  urged  not  to  expect 
the  missions  to  provide  their  usual  contribution 
receipt  for  gifts  which  are  essentially  i>ersonal  in 
nature  and  are  not  a  part  of  the  salary  or  allow- 
ance structure  of  the  mission.  Some  excunples  are: 
birthday  gifts,  Christmas  gifts,  gifts  for  the  chil- 
dren, gifts  towards  vacations,  etc. 

In  order  to  more  realistically  deal  with  their 
financial  structure,  some  missions  are  chan'ging 
from  the  concept  of  various  "allowances"  to  that 
of  "salary"  or  single  "allowance"  in  the  remunera- 
tion of  missionaries.  Under  this  concept  the  mis- 
sion determines  a  salary  figure  which  will  be  paid 
monthly  to  the  missionaries.  The  missionary  will 
take  the  responsibility  oif  allocating  it  to  the  vari- 
ous needs  of  his  family.  Transition  to  this  system 
generally  involves  an  increase  in  the  overall  out- 
lay of  the  mission,  and  this  has  slowed  its  devel- 
opment in  some  missions. 

In  starting  with  the  salary  approach,  the  mis- 
sion establishes  a  basic  salary  for  its  mission- 
aries. This  figure  can  be  determined  in  a  number 
of  ways.  One  mission  made  elalborate  surveys  otf 
minister's  salaries,  compared  government  charts 
on  moderate  income,  and  finally  adopted  a  figure 
which  seemed  reasonable  in  relation  to  these. 
Another  mission  adopted  the  starting  pay  of  a 
teacher  at  a  nearby  public  high  school. 

The  next  step  is  to  start  taking  away  from  that 
salary.  Since  the  mission  provides  housing  for 
the  ■missionary,  an  amount  equivalent  to  housing 
is  deducted.  If  the  mission  supplies  a  car,  an 
amount  equivalent  to  operating  a  car  is  deducted. 
Since  the  missionary  pays  no  U.S.  income  tax,  a 
hypothetical  tax  figure  is  deducted.  (If  the  mis- 
sionary is  assessed  an  income  tax  in  the  country 
w'here  he  lives,  the  mission  pays  it.)  The  salary 
figure  then  is  revised  upward  by  giving  an  in- 
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crease  for  each  year  of  service  (up  to  12  years  in 
one  mission  I.  This  amount  now  takes  the  place  of 
the  living  allowance,  children's  allowance,  fuel 
allowance,  and  most  other  allowances  that  have 
developed  through  the  years. 

After  the  basic  salary  has  been  determined  and 
provision  made  to  keep  up  with  U.S.  inflation,  the 
next  problem  is  to  keep  up  with  the  variables  in 
the  country  where  the  missionary  resides  (ex- 
change differences,  inflation,  etc).  Under  the  allow- 
ance system  efforts  were  made  to  adjust  on  the 
basis  of  the  expenditures  for  food  by  the  mission- 
aries in  a  given  country.  This  system  generally 
has  not  been  viewed  as  entirely  satisfactory  either 
by  the  mission  beard  or  the  missionai-y. 

Under  the  new  "salary"  system  the  portion  of 
the  salary  which  is  normally  considered  to  be  ex- 
pended overseas  will  be  adjusted  according  to 
information  (obtained  commercially)  about  the 
cost  of  living  in  the  country  where  the  missionary 
lives.  This  information  takes  into  account  the 
rate  of  exchange  of  the  currency,  rises  in  cost  be- 
cause of  inflation,  and  other  variable  factors.  Since 
tables  are  sent  out  regularly  by  the  commercial 
firm,  the  mission  can  adjust  more  quickly  to  the 
changes  and  keep  the  missionary  from  undue  loss 
in  purchasing  power.  The  international  monetary 
crises  of  1971  and  following  years  high-lighted  the 
need  for  a  system  which  is  much  more  rapid  in 
its  response  to  changes. 

Arrangements  must  be  made  for  other  person- 
nel-related items.  In  the  case  of  one  mission  which 
has  moved  into  this  system,  personnel-related 
items  include:  group  life  insurance,  a  health  plan, 
a  modest  retirement  plan  and  social  security. 
Under  the  "salary"  system  aU  of  the  personnel- 
related  items  are  totaled  together  to  make  up  a 
"total  support"  figure  which,  in  the  case  of  per- 
sonalized   support,    the    missionary    is    asked    to 


secure  from  his  supporters.  The  individual  mission- 
ary receives  the  salary  monthly.  The  other  items 
are  handled  by  the  mission. 

To  make  this  transition  work,  the  contributors 
wUl  have  to  acknowledge  the  legitimate  place  of 
the  personnel-related  costs  and  be  walling  to 
support  them.  If  someone  should  look  at  the  break- 
down and  say  that  the  missionary  receives  only 
607c  of  the  money  he  raises,  he  would  be  grossly 
misunderstanding  the  system  and  misrepresenting 
it.  Many  of  these  support  costs  had  been  present 
in  the  past  but  were  not  evident  because  of  the 
way  they  were  labeled. 

Since  this  system  wUI  generally  have  social 
security  and  possibly  an  additional  retiral  plan 
built  into  it,  the  supporters  of  a  missionary  willi 
be  relieved  of  his  support  when  he  retires.  They, 
will  be  able  to  begin  to  invest  in  new  missionary. 
activities  at  that  time. 

This  system  will  help  to  remove  any  doubt  con- 
cerning contributions  and  their  deductibility.  Iti 
will  lessen  the  pressure  to  give  "over  and  above" 
gifts  to  the  missionaries,  since  there  is  reasonable 
assurance  that  their  basic  needs  are  being  met. 
Strictly  personal  gifts  can  then  be  more  readily, 
identified  and  excluded  from  the  deductible 
category. 


Rev.  Cog  gins  is  the  Executive  Secretary 
of  the  Evangelical  Foreign  Missions  Asso- 
ciation of  which  the  Missionary  Board  of 
the  Brethren  Church  is  a  member.  We  appre- 
ciate this  article  written  for  member  mis- 
sions, stating  so  clearly  some  of  the  princi- 
pals of  Missionnrij  support. 


BRETHREN  BOND  OF  PRAYER 


Men  and  women  in  the  Brethren  church  are 
uniting  in  a  BOND  OF  PRAYER  to  pray  reg- 
ularly for  God  to  supply  pastors,  missionaries, 
Christian  education  leadership,  and  all  types  of 
workers  for  His  fields  of  harvest.  God's  Word  says 
we  should  do  this. 

If  you  wish  to  join  the  Brethren  in  prayer  indi- 
cate this  by  card  or  letter  and  send  it  to: 
Charles  R.  Munson 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
Ashland,    Ohio    44805 

The     Richard     Worst     family     has     joined     the 
BRETHREN  BOND  OF  PRAYER. 
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Signal  Lights  Program  for  February 

BIBLE  THEME: 

Friends 

MISSION  PROJECT: 

Radio   Programs   and    Literature  for  Spanish 


Speaking  Americans 


by  ALBERTA  HOLSINGER 


Bible  Story:     Jesus,  the  Friend 

(Collect  many  pictures  of  Jesus  healing  and 
teaching.  Show  them  to  the  children  as  you  teU 
this  story.) 

It  was  the  Sabbath  day — the  day  of  worship  and 
rest.  Jesus  was  in  His  boyhood  hometown  of 
Nazareth. 

"We  wOl  go  to  the  synagogue,"  He  said  to  His 
disciples. 

As  they  walked  into  the  church  the  minister 
came  to  Hun  and  asked,  "WlU  you  read  from  God's 
Word  for  us  today?  WtU  you  speak  to  us  about 
■it?" 

"Yes,  I  will  read  God's  Word,"  replied  Jesus.  "I 
wiiU  preach  to  you." 

The  people  listened  eagerly  as  Jesus  read  and 
spoke.  Never  had  they  heard  anyone  preach  in 
such  an  interestuiig  way.  Never  had  the  Scripture 
verses  been  so  easy  to  unlerstand. 

"Who  is  He?"  asked  many  people  after  church. 

"He  is  Jesus!  He  used  to  live  here  in  Nazareth," 
they  were  told. 

Jesus  was  a  wonderful  teacher.  He  went  from 
village  to  vUlage  teUing  the  people  of  God.  He  told 
them  God  loved  them.  He  told  them  God  would 
forgive  their  sins.  He  told  them  God  wanted  them 
to  be  happy. 

Not  only  did  Jesus  teach  them  about  God,  but 
He  helped  them,  too.  He  made  the  toUnd  to  see. 
He  'made  the  deaf  to  hear.  He  made  the  lame  to 
walk.  He  made  the  sick  well.  With  the  touch  of 
His  hand  He  healed  many  people. 

He  helped  the  sad  and  lonely.  As  He  talked  with 
them  they  became  happy. 

Wherever  Jesus  went  the  people  crowded  ajbout 
Him.  T!he  men  and  the  women,  the  boys  and  the 
girls.  Everyone  was  anxious  to  be  near  this  kind 
and  thoughtful  Person.  They  had  never  known 
anyone  Uke  Jesus.  He  was  a  friend  to  all. 

^Based  on  Luke  4:16-24 
Matthew  15:30-31 

Memory  Verse:     John  15:15b 

I'm  glad  Jesus  is  my  friend.  Aren't  you  glad 
He's  your  friend?  We  know  He  is  our  friend  be- 
cause He  tells  us  so  in  our  memory  verse. 

"You  are  my  friends,  proved  by  the  fact  thait 
I  have  todd  you  everything  the  Father  told  me." 


Mission   Story:     A  New  Christian 

Sometimes  Jose  would  get  home  from  school 
early.  He  would  come  whUe  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Curtis 
were  there  telling  Bible  stories  to  Grandma  and 
Ana  and  Linda.  He  would  sit  down  quietly  and 
listen. 

When  Rev.  Curtis  finished  the  story  he  would 
talk  with  Jose  about  school,  his  friends,  the  things 
he  liked  to  do.  One  day  Rev.  Curtis  said,  "Jose,  I 
know  some  boys  and  girls  your  age  who  would 
like  to  have  you  be  part  of  their  group." 

"Who's  that?"  asked  Jose. 

"It's  the  Sunday  School  class  at  the  Brethren 
Church,"  answered  Rev.  Curtis.  "Would  you  like 
to  go?" 

"I  think  so,"  replied  Jose. 

Grandma  smiled.  "I  will  speak  to  my  son  about 
letting  him  go,"  she  said. 

That  evening  Dona  Maria  said  to  her  son,  "Rev. 
Curtis  invited  Jose  to  go  to  the  Brethren  Church. 
May  he  go?" 

"Sure,"  her  son  said.  "I  told  you  religion  is  for 
cihildren  and  old  people.  Jose  is  a  child.  He  may 
go." 

So  Jose  began  to  attend  the  Siinday  services  at 
the  Brethren  Church.  He  Uked  the  people  he  met 
there.  He  liked  the  things  they  did  together.  And 
he  was  very  interested  in  the  things  he  heard 
about  Jesus. 

This  spring  his  frtends  at  Church  were  talking 
about  going  to  camp. 

"Camp?  What's  camp?"  asked  Jose. 

"Oh,  we  forgot  you've  never  been  to  camp,"  said 
one  of  his  friends. 

Then  they  began  to  tell  him  what  church  camp 
was  like.  In  fact  they  aU  tried  to  talk  at  once! 

Jose  laughted.  "It  must  be  fun." 

"Would  you  like  to  go?"  asked  one  of  the  adults 
standing  nearby.  "Would  your  parents  let  you?" 

"Yes,  I  would  like  to  go,"  answered  Jose.  "I'll 
ask  my  parents  as  soon  as  I  get  home." 

And  he  did. 

"Sure,  if  you  want  to  go,  you  may  go,"  Father 
said. 

Jose  went  to  camp  this  summer.  He  found  out 
it  was  as  much  ifun  as  his  friends  said  it  was.  He 
liked  the  ispoTts,  the  sttonts,  the  Bible  dramas.  Even 
the  classes  were  Interesting! 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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That  week  Jose  thought  often  about  Jesus.  He 
thought  about  Jesus,  God's  Son  coming  to  earth. 
He  thought  about  Jesus  teaching  and  praying.  He 
thought  about  Jesus  dying  on  the  cross.  He 
thoug'ht  about  Jesus  going  bacli  to  heaven.  He 
thoug'ht  about  Jesus'  promise  to  come  back  for 
those  who  love  Him. 

On  decision  night  Jose  stood  up.  "I  want  to 
accept  Jesus  as  my  Savior,"  he  said. 
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When  Jose  got  home  from  camp,  he  told  hifl 
family  about  accepting  Jesus.  • 

Dona  Maria  smiled  and  hugged  her  grandson ! 

Father  and  Mother  slightly  fro'wned.  "Woulc' 
this  child  try  to  change  them?"  they  wondered. 

It's  not  easy  for  a  14-year-Oild  boy  to  tell  his 
parents  about  Jesus,  but  Jose  wants  them  to  be- 
come Christians,  too. 

Pray  for  Jose.  Pray  for  his  parents. 


BU  News  Release 


Dr.  Don  R.  Falkenberg,  founder  and  president 
emeritus  of  Bible  Literature  International,  died 
December  13,  1974  in  Kissimmee,  Florida  after  a 
lengthy  illness.  His  son,  John  M.  Falkenberg,  BLI 
president,  announced  the  death  at  BLI  head- 
quarters, 625  East  North  Broadway,  Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Born  July  3,  1894,  in  Warren  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Dr.  Falkenberg  attended  Otterbein  College 
in  Westerville,  Ohio  and  was  awarded  an  honorary 
divinity  doctorate  in  1940  from  Malone  College, 
Canton,  Ohio. 

He  served  in  1922  as  traveling  secretary  for 
the  Anti-Saloon  League,  headquartered  in  West- 
erville, Ohio,  and  then  went  on  to  found  the  Bible 
Meditation  L,eague  the  following  year.  In  1967  the 
organization's  name  was  changed  to  Bible  Liter- 
ature International.  Dr.  Falkenberg  also  intro- 
duced the  "Bible  Lovers'  Meditation  Hour"  on 
radio   station  WAIU,    Columbus,   in   1926. 

BLI's  ministry  began  with  Dr.  Falkenberg's 
handing  out  of  copies  of  the  scriptures  in  Colum- 
bus area  factories.  It  grew  to  the  distribution  of 
Christian  literature  to  thousands  of  CivDian  Con- 
servation Corps  workers  throughout  the  U.S.  dur- 


ing  the  Depression,   and  to  further  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  servicemen  during  World  War  II. 

Bible  Literature  International  now  provides  free 
evangelical  literature  in  more  than  175  languages 
to  missionaries  and  nationals  representing  20C' 
mission  boards  in  151  countries. 


FRIENDSHIP  IS  CARING 


by  Kay  Berryi 


"Your  friend  is  your  needs  answered.  He  is  your 
field  which  you  sow  with  love  and  reap  with 
thanksgiving.  .  .  ."  — Kahlil  Gibran 

Although  friendship  has  many  meanings  for 
different  people,  friendship  deals  with  caring.  It 
seems  too  often  in  our  busy  schedules  we  either 
forget  our  friends  when  they  need  us  or  tend  to 
take  the  friendships  we  have  for  granted. 

Sometimes  priorities  get  mixed  up.  Is  it  really 
more  important  to  do  what  we  want  when  we 
want,  or  is  it  more  important  to  alter  our  plans 
to  listen  to,  visit,  or  comfort  a  friend? 

In  this  fast-paced  world,  at  times  it's  easy  to 
forget  that  people  are  more  important  than  per- 
sonal plans,  ilt's  not  always  easy  to  rearrange  our 
schedules  for  a  friend,  and  it  takes  a  lot  of  patience 
to  do  so. 


In  Philippians  2,  Paul  writes  about  the  love 
which  flows  from  friendship.  "Is  there  any  such 
thing  as  Christians  cheering  each  other  up?  Do 
you  love  me  enough  to  want  to  help  me?  Does  it 
mean  anything  to  you  that  we  are  brothers  in  the 
Lord,  sharing  the  same  spirit?  .  .  .  Don't  be  self- 
ish; don't  live  to  make  a  good  impression  on 
others  .  .  .  Don't  just  think  about  your  own  affairs, 
but  be  interested  in  others.  .  .  . 

"Your  attitude  should  be  the  kind  that  was 
shown  us  by  Jesus  Christ,  who,  though  he  was 
God,  did  not  demand  and  cling  to  his  rights  as 
God,  but  laid  aside  his  ^mighty  power  and  glory  .  .  . 
going  so  far  as  actually  to  die  a  criminal's  death 
on  a  cross." 
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The  HEAD  of  The  Benevolent  Board 

"...  Nor  can  the  head  say  to  the  feet,  'Well,  I  don't  . 
need  you.'  " 

TEV~I  Corinthians  12:21b 


Rev.  Marlin  McCann 
President 


Born  at  Waterloo,  Iowa;  graduated  from  Ashland  College  and  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  1960;  served  as  National 
Brethren  Youth  Director,  pastored  Wayne  Heights  Brethren  Church 
in  Pennsylvania  and  currently  serving  the  Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Church 
in  Virginia;  traveled  through  Europe  with  the  Brethren  Youth  Am- 
bassador Quartet  in  the  summer  of  1957;  currently  soloist  with  the 
Rockingham  Male  Chorus  at  Bridgewater,  Virginia;  past  Vice- 
Moderator  of  the  Pennsylvania  District  Conference;  past  Moderator 
of  the  Southeastern  District  Conference  and  Secretary  of  their  Mission 
Board;  married  to  the  former  Lila  Miller  of  Smith ville,  Ohio  and  has 
two  sons,  Michael  Lee  and  Steven  Craig. 


Mr.  John  Golby 
Vice  President 


Native  of  Pennsylvania;  worked  with  the  Conemaugh  and  Black  Lick 
Railroad  Company  for  51  years  and  retired  in  1965;  member  of  the 
Johnstown  III  Brethren  Church;  served  as  Moderator,  assistant  teach- 
er of  Men's  Lookout  Bible  Class  and  President  of  the  Laymen's  Organ- 
ization; was  President  of  the  Mission  Board  and  the  Laymen's  Organ- 
ization in  the  District;  holds  lifetime  membership  on  the  National 
Missionary  Board;  married  to  the  former  Rita  Jones. 


Mrs.  Katherine  Mauzy 
Secretary 


Graduate  of  Ashland  College;  taught  first  grade  until  retirement  in 
1974;  moved  from  Warsaw,  Indiana  to  Hardy,  Arkansas  upon  retire- 
ment; father  and  grandfather  were  Brethren  ministers;  served  as 
Vice  President  of  the  Women's  Missionary  Society  in  the  Indiana 
District  as  well  as  patroness  of  the  Sisterhood  of  Mary  and  Martha; 
married  to  Leonary  Mauzy  and  has  1  son,  3  step-chUdren ;  members 
of  the  DutchtowTi  Brethren  Church. 
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Mr.  Daniel  Gilbert 
Ass't.  Secretary 


Mrs.  Aida  May  Mmtson 
Treasurer 


Mr.  Charles  Riddle 


Mr.  L.  M.  Johns 


Bom  in  W.  Alexandria,  Ohio;  upon  high  school  graduation  began 
work  for  the  National  Cash  Register  Company  and  is  now  a  member 
of  their  25-year  Club;  served  three  years  in  the  Army  with  15  months 
in  Europe;  member  of  the  W.  Alexandria  Brethren  Church  since  he 
was  11  years  old;  has  been  Treasurer,  Financial  Secretary,  Trustee, 
Vice-Moderator,  Sunday  School  teacher,  mem.ber  of  the  Building  Com- 
mittee and  Layman  Organization,  Deacon,  Trustee  and  Youth  Direc- 
tor; married  to  the  foiTner  Carol  Eubanks;  has  three  daughters. 


Moved  to  Ashland  in  1944  for  her  husband  Charles'  college  and 
seminary  training;  husband  presently  a  professor  at  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary;  served  as  Business  Manager  for  the  Women's  Out- 
look; Church  School  teacher;  Primary  Department  Superintendent; 
Director  of  VBS;  chairman  of  the  sewing  lor  World  Relief;  has  been 
chairman  of  Missionary  Committee  and  patroness  of  SMM  at  Park 
Street  Brethren  Church  where  the  family  are  members;  currently  a 
Trustee  of  Brethren  Care,  Inc.,  Ashland,  Ohio;  has  two  daughters, 
Bonnie,  who  serves  at  St.  Petersburg,  Florida  in  Brethren  House  and 
Debra  at  home. 


Born  in  Fulton  County,  Indiana  into  a  family  oif  12  children ;  attended 
Purdue  University  studying  agriculture;  retired  with  his  wife,  Irma, 
on  a  farm  of  190  acres;  active  in  the  Farm  Bureau  organization  dur- 
ing his  50  years  of  farming:  township  leader  for  12  years;  County 
President  for  six  years  and  District  Director  lor  eight  counties;  served 
on  the  State  Board  of  Farm  Bureau  and  the  Insurance  Company  for 
6  years,  traveling  to  Europe  for  them;  member  of  the  Tiosa  Brethren 
Church  where  he  has  been  Church  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Sunday 
School  Superintendent,  teacher,  Trustee  and  Moderator;  has  3 
children. 


Born  in  Front  Royal,  Virginia;  employed  by  Pangbom  Corporation 
of  HagerstO'wn,  Maryland  (division  of  The  Carborundum  Company) 
advancing  to  Vice  President  in  charge  of  all  Engineering  and  Cus- 
tomer Services  before  retirement  in  1968;  member  of  Lions  Club, 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Southern  Engineering  Society;  active  in 
Community  Chest;  member  of  Hagerstown  Brethren  Church  serving 
as  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Moderator  and  Deacon;  currently 
serving  on  Board  of  Trustees  of  Ashland  College  and  Advisory  Board 
for  Ashland  Theological  Seminary;  married  to  the  former  FVeeda 
Brandenborg;  has  two  sons  Dr.  Laurence  Johns,  a  dentist  and  Dr. 
Ray  Johns,  professor  at  Ashland  College. 
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Native  of  Pennsylvania;  worked  for  railroad  becoming  an  engineer; 
carpenter  for  two  years;  became  a  realtor,  buying,  developing  land, 
building,  selling  houses  and  lots;  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
brother  and  began  a  hardware  business  which  is  his  present  occupa- 
tion; member  of  Vinoo  Brethren  Church;  hobbies  are  hunting,  fishing 
and  music  with  directing  dhurch  music  a  specialty;  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Ashland  College;  has  four  children. 


Mr.  James  Mackall 


Rev.  Albert  Curtright 


Bom  at  Arkansas  City,  Kansas  and  spent  most  of  his  boyhood  in 
Leon,  Iowa;  two  years  technical  training  with  the  Public  Service 
Company  of  Colorado;  pipefitter  on  Union  Pacific  Railroad;  worked 
for  Cheyenne  Light  Fuel  &  Power  Co.;  studied  under  the  District 
Ministerial  Board,  pursued  short  courses  froim  Lincoln,  Nebraska  and 
Moody  Bible  Institute,  some  continuing  education  courses  at  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary;  has  pastored  Carleton,  Nebraska,  Bright 
Chapel,  Indiana,  Milford,  Indiana  and  Burlington,  Indiana  Brethren 
Churches;  is  currently  President  of  Ministerial  and  Pastoral  Relations 
Board  of  Indiana  District,  a  Director  of  The  Brethren's  Home,  and 
Secretary  of  the  S.  Indiana  Ministers  FeUowship;  married  to  the 
former  Viola  Garber  and  has  four  daughters. 


Mr.  L.  E.  Seaman 


Graduated  from  Polk  Hig'h  School;  attended  Ashland  College;  spent 
20  years  in  the  U.S.  Navy  retiring  as  a  Chief  Petty  Officer;  attended 
the  U.S.  Naval  School  of  Hospital  Accounting,  the  School  of  Radio- 
logical Safety,  and  the  U.S.  Naval  School  of  Hospital  Administration, 
and  George  Washington  University;  served  In  the  Ashland  City- 
County  and  the  State  of  Ohio  Health  Departments  after  retirement 
from  the  Navy;  took  further  training  at  Bowling  Green  Sitate  Univer- 
sity and  The  Otterbein  Ho-me  to  obtain  an  Administrator's  license 
for  nursing  homes;  currently  employed  as  administrator  of  Brethren 
Care,  Inc.,  Ashland,  Ohio;  married  to  the  former  Frances  Bums  and 
has  four  children. 


Mr.  Robert  Kropf 


Bom  at  Burr  Oak,  Michigan  but  has  lived  at  Goshen,  Indiana  most  of 
his  life;  graduated  from  Jefferson  High  School,  Goshen,  Indiana;  is 
President  of  Kropf  Manufacturing  Company,  Inc.  of  Goshen,  Indiana 
which  is  a  family  business  owned  by  Mr.  Kropf's  father,  2  brothers, 
a  brother-in-law,  and  himself;  their  business  manufactures  mobile 
homes  and  modular  units;  married  to  the  former  Dorothy  Simmons 
and  has  four  children;  is  an  active  Director  of  Brethren  Care  of  South 
Bend,  Inc.  vi^hioh  is  planning  a  complete  retirement  faciUty  for  South 
Bend,  Indiana;  loves  flying  and  owns  a  twin  engine  Aztec. 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


The  BODY  of  The  Benevolent  Board 

".  .  .  it  is  still  one  body,  even  though  it  is  made  up  of 
different  parts." 

TEV—I  Corinthians  12:12b 


The  heart  of  benevolent  work  in  The  Brethren  Ohuroh  manifested  itself  first  in 
the  erection  of  The  Brethren's  Hoime  at  Flora,  Indiana  in  1923. 

This  "old  folks'  home,"  as  it  was  often  called  in  the  early  years,  was  maintained 
and  sustained  by  members  of  The  Brethren  Church  through  their  concern  and 
giving. 

Forty-four  years  later  a  new  phase  began  for  The  Brethren's  Home  when  the  doors 

opened  on  a  new  46  bed  nursing  addition  in  1967. 

The  concept  of  a  complete  retirement  facility  is  now  being  developed.  Brethren 
Village  is  the  apartment  complex  at  The  Brethren's  Home  which  came  into 
being  in  1974  with  the  complete  renovation  of  the  original  building  and  cottages 
into  13  apartments  for  active  retirees. 

It  was  determined  that  the  nursing  center  could  operate  more  efficiently  with  addi- 
tional beds  so  a  new  40  bed  wing  was  built  in  1974  also. 

Response  to  the  apartment  pro^gram  was  so  overwhelming  that  the  Board  of 
Directors  decided  to  initiate  a  bonding  program  to  allow  erection  of  10  more 
apartments  and  additional  facilities  as  there  is  demand  for  them.  The  10  new 
apartments  are  being  built  on  the  west  side  of  the  original  building  and  cottages. 

Development  of  the  entire  property  with  future  expansion  of  facilities  is  being  done 

by  architect,  Orus  Eash. 

Mr.  Gene  Geaslen  is  Administrator  of  The  Brethren's  Home  and  resfxjnsible 
for  the  health  care  unit  while  Mrs.  Rosemary  Eddy,  as  Executive  Administrator, 
is  directing  the  development  of  Brethren  'Village  as  well  as  overseeing  the  entire 
operation  of  The  Brethren's  Home.  For  information  write:  The  Brethren's 
Home,  Rt.  2,  Box  97,  Flora,  Indiana  46929. 


Shown  below  is  an  aerial  view  of  The  Brethren's  Home  ivith  the  nurs- 
ing center  and  its  new  addition  in  the  foreground,  2  story  renovated  original 
building,  3  cottages  (one  'partially  hidden  by  trees)  beyond  the  2  story 
structure.  The  10  new  apartments  will  be  completed  in  the  open  space  next 
to  the  cottages.  Administrator  Geaslen's  home  is  partially  visible  through 
the  clump  of  trees  at  the  upper  right  of  the  photo. 


^         % 


January  11,  1975 


Page  Fifteen 


The  HAND  of  The  Benevolent  Board 

"So  then,  the  eye  cannot  say  to  the  hand,  7  don't  need 

r  " 


you! 


TEV — /  Corinthians  12:21a 


The  second  retirement  project  sponsored  by  The  Benevolent  Board  is  Brethren  Care 
at  Ashland,  Ohio.  Putting  hands  and  feet  to  our  concern  for  the  elderly  brought  The 
Brethren's  Home  and  Brethren  Care  into  existence. 

The  unique  design  of  this  100  bed  facility  at  the  south  edge  of  Ashland  lends 
to  its  homey,  friendly  atmosphere.  Three  apartments  for  active  retirees  are 
also  occupied. 

Growing  needs  and  demands  make  it  imperative  that  an  expansion  proigram  begin 
soon  at  Brethren  Care.  Therefore,  an  additional  24  acres  have  been  purchased  ad- 
joining the  original  acreage. 

Additional  Icitchen  and  dining  facilities  are  currently  needed  as  well  as  apart- 
ments for  active  retirees.  A  total  development  plan  for  the  site  is  now  being 
considered. 

A  number  of  people  have  expressed  an  interest  in  having  an  apartment  at  Brethren 
Care  where  help  is  near  if  needed.  Another  attractive  feature  is  that  one  good  meal 
a  day  could  be  obtained  in  the  center's  dining  room  by  apartment  dwellers  if  they 
so  desire. 

Lenny  Seaman,  Administrator,  and  the  staff  of  Brethren  Care  provide  quality 
care  and  concern  that  have  a  good  reputation  in  the  Ashland  community. 

Brethren  Care  is  full  most  of  the  time  so  if  anyone  is  Interested  in  residency,  they 
should  'malce  immediate  contact  for  possible  vacancies.  Mr.  Seaman  would  also  wel- 
come inquiries  concerning  apartments  so  present  planning  could  include  a  sufficient 
number  of  them  in  the  ne.xt  building  phase.  For  information  write:  Brethren  Care, 
2000  Center  Street,  Ashland,  Ohio  44805. 


Shown  below  is  an  aerial  vieio  of  the  lyresent  Brethren  Care  facility 
tvith  the  surrounding  woods  and  land. 
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Page  Sixteen  The  Brethren  Evangelist 

The  EAR  of  The  Benevolent  Board 

'\4.nd  if  the  ear  were  to  say,  'Because  I  am  not  a7i  eye, 
I  don't  belong  to  the  body'  that  would  not  make  it  stop 
being  a  part  of  the  body." 

TEV—I  Corinthians  12:16 


Listening  to  the  needs  of  the  elderly  in  Pennsylvania  led  James  Mackall  and  Joihn 
Golby,  Benevolent  Board  meimbers,  to  initiate  a  program  for  retirement  facilities  in 
their  state. 

A  fund  for  this  purpose  began  at  the  1970  Pennsylvania  District  Conference 
under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Mackall.  Individual  gifts  were  accepted  and  during 
the  1973  District  Conference  a  new  step  in  financing  was  taken.  Consideration 
of  the  needs  for  retirement  facilities  and  help  for  the  elderly  spurred  the  Dis- 
trict to  include  this  work  in  its  budget.  Sixty-five  cents  per  member  or  11%  ocE 
the  District  Budget,  is  assessed  eaoh  church  through  the  budget  for  Brethren 
Care,  Pennsylvania. 

Men  interested  in  this  benevolent  work  undertook  incorporation  which  was  acoom- 
pMshed  in  June  1972.  This  corporate  structure  is  known  as  Brethren  Care  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Another  phase  of  progress  was  achieved  when  a  gift  of  36  acres  was  received 
by  the  corporation  on  July  24,  1973.  Miss  Elda  M.  Fresh  was  the  donor  and  the 
land  is  located  north  of  Johnstown  near  our  Vinco  Church.  The  site  has  beauti- 
fully wooded  areas  with  hiUy  and  level  terrain.  Members  of  the  district  have 
had  work  days  to  clear  brush  and  ready  areas  for  future  building. 

The  land  has  been  surveyed  and  developiment  of  the  site  is  now  being  considered. 
Plans  call  for  a  nursing  unit  and  possibly  some  apartments  to  be  erected  in  the 
first  phase  of  development. 

For  information  write:  Brethren  Care,  Rt.  1,  Mineral  Point,  Pennsylvania  15942. 
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The  EYE  of  The  Benevolent  Board 

"So  then,  the  eye  cannot  say  to  the  hand,  7  don't  need 
you 


■u  r  " 


TEV — /  Corinthians  12:21a 


Broader  vision  in  the  ministry  to  elderly  has  led  to  our  newest  corporation  in  this 
field.  Brethren  Care  of  S.  Bend,  Indiana  was  incorporated  in  January  1974.  Officers 
are: 

William  S.  Shields  Earl  L.  Kime 

Rotert  L.  Kropf  Lloyd  S.  Taylor 

Howard  R.  Goodhew  Dorman  Ronk 

A  complete  retirement  facility  is  being  planned  for  the  S.  Bend  community. 
Included  in  the  center  would  be  efficiency,  one  and  two  bedroom  apartments, 
nursing  and  residential  care  units. 

New  ways  to  serve  the  elderly  are  envisioned  through  close  association  with 
R.E.A.L.  (Resources  for  Enriching  Adult  Living)  services  which  could  be  located 
in  the  center.  Day  care  service  for  senior  citizens  is  a  new  concept  whereby  the  eld- 
erly remain  residents  of  their  own  homes  but  come  to  the  center  during  the  day 
for  meals,  activities  and  fellowship.  This  plan  allows  the  senior  citizen  to  be  rela- 
tively independent  while  still  providing  needed  food  service  and  cornpanionship. 

An  original  site  adjoining  the  S.  Bend  Brethren  Church  was  determined  as  not 
feasible  for  location  of  the  cenjter  so  other  sites  were  considered.  After  visiting 
various  retirement  facilities  and  considering  the  needs  of  the  elderly  in  the  com- 
munity, officers  of  the  corporation  decided  it  would  be  wise  to  hire  a  manage- 
ment firm,  with  some  of  our  Brethren  people  included,  to  initiate  the  project. 
A  feasibility  study  is  the  first  phase  of  the  effort  with  site  selections,  acceptance 
of  building  plans,  sale  of  apartments  and  construction  to  follow. 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


The  FEET  of  The  Benevolent  Board 

".  .  .  Nor  can  the  head  say  to  the  feet,  'Well,  I  don't 
need  you.'  " 

TEV—I  Corinthians  12:21b 
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Dorman  Rank 
Executive  Director 

Dorman  was  bom  in  Turlock,  California 
and  graduated  from  high  school  at  Santa 
Cruz,  California.  He  served  three  years 
in  the  army;  attended  Ashland  College 
and  graduated  from  Ohio  State  Univer- 
sity in  1952. 

He  was  an  industrial  arts  teacher  before 
serving  at  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky  as  a 
builder  with  The  Missionary  Board  of  The 
Brethren  Church.  Dorman  returned  to 
teaching  two  years  later  at  Goshen,  Indi- 
ana and  in  1961  he  became  plant  engineer 
at  Ashland  College.  He  took  up  teaching 
again  in  1965  at  Ashland  High  School  in 
the  Vocational  Education  Work  program. 

Dorman  served  on  The  Benevolent 
Board  from  195S  until  1970  when  he  be- 
came its  first  Executive  Secretary.  Con- 
siderable progress  has  been  achieved  in 
retirement  facilities  sponsored  by  The 
Benevolent  Board  since  Dorman  became 
Executive  Secretary  with  expansion  at 
The  Brethren's  Home,  Brethren  Care  at 
Ashland,  Buckeye  Apartments  also  in 
Asihland,  management  of  Martin  House 
and  initial  work  beginning  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  S.  Bend,  Indiana. 

Dorman  is  married  to  the  former  Joan 
Riddle  and  they  have  four  children.  The 
Ronks  are  members  of  Park  Street  Breth- 
ren Church  and  were  honored  as  Musical 
Family  of  the  Year  in  Ashland  for  1973. 
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Beverly  Siimmy, 
Secretary 


A  native  of  Warsaw,  Indiana,  Beverly 
graduated  from  Ashland  College  with  a 
B.A.  degree  in  1960  as  salutatorian.  Her 
family  moved  to  Ashland  a  year  prior  to 
graduation  and  all  have  been  residents 
of  the  community  since  then. 

Beverly  worked  part-time  in  the  Youth 
Office  during  the  last  three  years  of  col- 
lege and  became  a  fulltime  employee  upon 
graduation.  She  worked  for  Youth  Direc- 
tors Phil  Lersch  and  MarUn  McCann  and  i 
spent  three  years  alone  in  the  Youth 
Office  before  it  merged  with  the  Sunday 
School  Office  to  become  the  Board  of 
Christian  Education.  Beverly  worked  un- 
der C.E.  Director,  Fred  Burkey,  until  she 
came  to  The  Benevolent  Board  office  in 
March,  1972  after  15  Vo  years  of  service 
in  the  previous  office.  She  is  a  meimber 
of  the  Park  Street  Brethren  Church. 

Beverly  took  one  giant  step  from  work- 
ing with  youth  to  working  with  the  elderly 
and  testifies  that  although  there  are 
many  differences,  there  are  also  many 
similarities. 

Special  interests  are  reading,  writing, 
crocheting,  and  various  handcraft  projects. 

Her  father,  Ray,  is  employed  at  Ash- 
land College;  her  mother,  Bonnie,  works 
part-time  at  The  Brethren  Publishing 
Company. 
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''All  of  YOU  then,  are  Christ's  body,  and  each  one  is  a 
part  of  it." 

TEV—I  Cormthians  12:27 


Finances 


The  National  Church  Goals  call  for  $3.00  per  member  for  The  Benevolent  Board. 
With  16,737  members  listed  in  the  1973  National  Statistical  report,  we  should  have 
offerings  totaling  $50,211.00.  In  actuality  The  Benevoleait  Board  offerings  Ln  1973 
were  $12,751.16.  Some  churches  are  doing  a  fine  job  meeting  the  National  Church 
Goal  for  benevolent  work  but  the  figures  for  1973  reveal  that  many  are  not.  Addi- 
tional finEincial  effort  for  our  ministry  to  the  elderly  is  very  important  in  light  of 
current  needs  in  this  field  of  service. 


Service 


SERVICE 


Superannuated  Ministers  Fund — this  fund  was  started  a  number  of  years  ago  to 
aid  ministers  and  their  wives  upon  retirement.  This  program  was  instituted  long 
before  the  current  retirement  program  for  ministers.  In  1973,  $2,785.00  was  paid 
in  benefits  to  retired  ministers  or  their  wives. 


Concern 


Golden  Agers  Fellowship — a  new  program  initiated  by  The  Benevolent  Board  for 
senior  citizens  in  the  local  church.  GAF  is  a  program  of  activity,  fellowship  and 
help  for  retirees. 

A  key  to  concern  for  senior  citizens  in  the  local  community  is  YOU !  YOU  can  direct 
elderly  to  our  retirement  facilities,  YOU  can  aid  in  developing  retirement  centers 
in  your  area  if  there  are  none,  YOU  can  help  in  the  local  church  GAF  program, 
YOU  can  assist  individual  retirees  who  need  help.  Ar?'!-'--- -'   "i°%. .  ^i 
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The  Brethren  Evang-eUst 


TRAINING  IS  A  MUST 


oat%^ 


or 


You  are  never  as  good  as  you  can  be 


Once  as  I  was  driving  through  the  city  I  saw 
this  sign  on  a  church  bulletin  board:  "Prepare 
for  the  Rapture — get  your  flight  training  here." 
After  chucliling  about  it,  I  began  to  think  it  over. 
If  that  church  gave  adequate  training,  in  any  area 
of  Christian  Education,  it  could  be  the  exception 
rather  than  the  rule.  It  would  definitely  be  the 
exceptional  church  among  Brethren  churches. 
Now  before  you  say,  "This  guy  doesn't  know  What 
he  is  talking  about,"  consider  this.  A  thorough 
survey  taken  in  1968-69  demonstrated  that  orily  a 
small  minority  of  Brethren  churches  were  doing 
the  job  with  a  trained  staff  and  a  comprehensive 
curriculum.  Most  churches  indicated  that  in  their 
programs  the  job  of  education  took  minor  priority. 

You  might  say,  "Well,  he  doesn't  know  out 
church."  Let  me  ask  a  few  questions.  Is  your 
church  fully  equipped  for  teaching?  Does  each 
room  have  adequate  space,  lighting,  maiterials, 
equipment,  A-V  aids  and  supplies  according  to  the 
needs  of  the  specific  age  group?  Is  your  budget 
liberal  enough  to  keep  you  supplied  with  fresh 
up-to-date  materials?  Is  your  entire  staff  involved 
in  an  on-going  training  program  and  reviewing 
their  methods  and  techniques  to  consitantly  im- 
prove their  teaching?  If  you  answered  "yes"  to 
all  of  these  questions,  then  your  church  meets 
the  minimum  requirements  for  a  basic  program 
of  Christian  Education. 

Perhaps  you  answered  "no"  to  several  of  those 
questions.  You  need  to  decide  where  to  start  build- 
ing your  program.  If  you  start  with  a  trained 
staff  you  can  temporarily  overcome  some  of  the 
other  deficiencies  in  your  program.  Jesus  Christ 
knew  the  importance  of  training.  He  spent  three 


years  training  twelve  men  to  do  His  work.  (One 
flunked  out.)  Then  these  12  were  filled  with  the 
Holy  Spirit.  It  was  after  their  training  that  they 
did  the  work  of  the  Lord.  Following  his  conver- 
sion the  apostle  Paul  spent  14  years  in  training 
before  he  began  his  missionary  work.  It  was  with 
training  and  against  apparently  insurmountable 
odds  that  the  disciples  and  apostles  began  their 
work  to  proclaim  the  Gk>spel  message.  If  we  are 
serious  about  doing  God's  work,  then  we  must 
never  be  satisfied  with  the  job  we  are  doing.  We 
mus"'  constantly  seek  to  be  up  to  date  and  pro- 
gressive (Brethren).  Therefore,  training  is  of 
primary  importance  in  our  work. 

The  Board  of  Christian  Mucation  recognizes  the 
importance  of  training.  It  recognizes  its  respon- 
sibility to  provide  resources  and  materials  for 
you.  I  urge  you  to  take  advantage  of  the  training 
opportunities  which  the  Board  offers  as  described 
in  a  companion  article  in  this  issue. 

Our  church  is  entering  a  time  of  great  import- 
ance in  its  future.  We  cannot  afford  to  remain 
small  and  stagnant.  We  are  emphasizing  church 
growth  and  outreach  throughout  the  denomina- 
tion. As  we  grow  in  numbers,  we  must  grow  in 
the  faith  and  nurture  of  our  people.  Each  one 
of  us  has  the  responsibility  to  prepare  and  to  do 
the  wUl  of  the  Lord.  In  the  words  of  one  of  my 
former  professors,  "God  works  best  through 
the  prepared  man  and  wo^man."  We  have  the  re- 
sources and  know  how  to  train  the  Brethren  for 
quality  Christian  education  in  our  churches.  Let's 
spend  of  ourselves  and  do  it. 

— Rev.  James  Fields 
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AN  OPINION! 


Challeiniging!  Living  today  certainly  is  challeng- 
ing— ^problems  such  as  inflation,  unemployment, 
and  a  too  busy  society  effect  all  of  us.  Everyday, 
"the  world"  is  advertising  its  inflated  necessities 
for  living  the  good  American  life. 

We  of  the  Christian  persuasion  sometimes  find 
it  hard  to  keep  our  perspective  and  values  in 
proper  order.  How  do  we  establish  good  commun- 
icaition  with  our  mate?  How  do  we  who  are  Chris- 
tian parents  not  turn  our  children  off?  How  do 
we  find  time  and  take  time  to  really  care  about 
others  and  their  problems?  We  know  that  Bible 
study,  prayer  and  Christian  fellowship  are  neces- 
sary for  every  believer.  Many  magazines  and 
books  are  available  to  encourage  us  but  too  often 
we're  too  busy  to  find  the  extra  minutes  for  much 
reading.  Oh,  for  some  practical  ideas  and  sugges- 
tion in  capsule  form — ! 

Gospel  Life  has  recently  published  a  small 
monthly  magazine,  "Family  Life  Today"  w^ich 
can  be  a  great  help  for  Christian  families.  Each 
magazine  has  many  worthwhile  articles  written 
by  well-known  Christians  on  all  areas  concerning 
the  famUy — ^premarriage,  marriage,  children,  dis- 
cipline (take  Howard  Hendrick's  quiz  on  page  4 
of  December  issue),  the  middle  years  (what  do 
we  talk  about  after  the  children  leave  the  nest), 
and  retirement.  Articles  for  grandparents,  parents 
without  partners  and  singles  will  be  included. 
Another  section  called  FamUy  Night  provides 
many  creative  ideas  for  Christian  families  to 
really  grow  together  in  Christ.  There  are  ideas 
for  families  with  young  children  and  those  with 
teenagers.  Certainly  not  every  idea  is  for  your 
family;    you   pick   and   choose.   Talking,   siharing. 


laughing  and  praying  together  is  a  great  sound 
to  hear.  Take  time  and  give  it  a  try! 

This  magazine  is  very  practical.  Books  both 
for  children  and  parents  are  advertised.  The 
December  issue  even  had  a  checklist  for  the  prac- 
tical toy  buyer. 

The  editor  has  promised  to  discuss  today's  sticky 
issues  but  not  to  dwell  on  them.  This  is  to  be  a 
Christ  centered  publication  encouraging  and  in- 
spiring families  to  take  time  to  really  become 
Christian  families.  Too  many  families  spend  pre- 
cious moments  together  picking  apart  and  tearing 
down.  This  has  no  constructive  value  in  any  home 
especially  one  where  Christ  is  the  Head! 

T.V.,  provocative  magazines  and  advertising  are 
absorbed  by  us  and  our  children.  Filling  our  minds 
with  wholesome  words,  inspiring  us  with  other's 
experiences  and  challenging  us  to  try  harder,  do 
more,  and  really  be  more  Christ  like  is  what 
Christian  living  should  be  about. 

Recently  our  4  year  old  received  a  telephone  call 
inviting  her  to  a  birthday  party.  The  mo'ther  ex- 
plained to  me  that  she  really  dreaded  the  whole 
thing  because  she  didn't  enjoy  chUdren,  in  fact 
didn't  like  them,  but  she  guessed  having  a  birthday 
party  is  the  thing  to  do.  She  had  agreed  to  make 
the  arrangements  and  provide  the  food  but  the 
"Daddy"  had  to  be  in  charge  of  the  children.  That 
call  certainly  did  upset  me,  does  it  you? 

Gospel  Light  Publication  has  a  big  challenge 
ahead.  They're  off  to  a  great  start  and  I  feel 
"Family  Life  Today"  is  a  publication  worthy  of 
your  consideration.  They  may  be  purchased  thru 
your  church  or  Christian  bookstore.  Try  it  you'll 
like  it! 


Page  Twenty-two 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


DONT  MISS  OUT! 


I'd  like  to  share  with  you  for  a  moment  an  ex- 
perience that  I  siiall  never  forget.  It's  been  9 
months  ago  now  but  it  is  stLU  as  clear  to  me  as 
when  I  lived  it.  (No,  I  am  not  taJlcing  about  our 
wedding  day  even  though  I  shall  always  remember 
it  also.)  The  experience  I'm  talking  about  is  a 
short  2  day  seminar.  Oh,  I've  been  to  more  than 
my  share  of  the  regular  "go  and  sit"  type  sem- 
inars and  I'm  always  a  little  hesitant  to  jump  right 
in  and  register  for  anything  which  costs  me  a 
fair  amount  of  money. 

This  one  was  to  be  DIFFERENT.  How?  I  wasn't 
sure  but  I  beUeved.  And  you  know — it  was  differ- 
ent and  let  me  tell  you  how. 

(1)  An  ICL  Seminar  gets  specific.  It's  not  a  gen- 
eral lecture  that  only  proves  to  you  that  your 
situation  is  different.  (You  know  the  kind  you 
squirm  through  and  it  ends  up  the  speaker  really 
can't  help  you  because  he  doesn't  know  your 
specific  situation.)  It  is  specifically  geared  to  dif- 
ferent age  levels  and  interests.  You  choo-se  your 
area  and  before  you  leave  the  ICL  Seminar  you 
wUl  have  2  fantastic  books  in  your  poissession,  a 
booklet  of  usable  handout  sheets  and  a  brain  full 
of  ideas  for  your  age  level  of  interest  besides  hav- 
ing seen  many,  many  other  resources. 

(2)  An  ICL  Seminar  is  active.  I  just  told  you 
about  books,  handouts  and  ideas  but  what  I  didn't 
explain  is  that  you  use  them  in  the  seminar  ses- 
sions. You  actually  aire  taught  a  lesson  as  if  you 


were  a  student  so  you  can  experience  the  activities 
and  watch  the  lesson  take  shape.  Also  in  small 
groups  you  begin  to  plan  and  explain  a  lesson  of 
your  own  with  their  help. 

(3)  An  ICL  Seminar  is  personal.  When  you  leave 
you  can  look  back  and  know  the  leaders  have 
tried  to  give  you  the  best  Information  and  ma- 
terials available  and  that  you  have  made  many 
new  friends.  No  one  needs  to  feel  uncomfortable  or 
pressured.  Everything  is  noruthreatening,  useful 
as  weU  as  fun. 

This  year  for  the  first  time  you  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  attend  one  od  these  tremendous 
seminars  during  (^neral  Conference.  I  realize 
how  busy,  expensive  and  tiring  Conference  is 
already.  We  in  the  National  offices  understand 
fully  (pei'haps  better  than  you  realize)  that  when 
you  plan  so-mething  extra  at  Conference  it  had 
better  be  good.  Believe  me  it  is  the  best  seminar 
you've  ever  attended.  It  is  worth  the  extra  time 
and  money.  I  am  going  to  attend  another  one  in 
AprU  just  in  case  I  am  needed  in  the  office  and 
have  to  miss  part  of  the  August  seminar.  I  don't 
want  to  miss  out.  I  want  to  learn  to  be  the  very 
best  teacher  that  I  can  be.  God  expects  that  of 
me  and  I'm  glad  He  does. 

See  you  at  the  ICL  Senninar  August  11  and  12 
right  here  in  Ashland  at  our  own  Conference. 

— Sherry  Van  Duyne 


Creative  Bible  Teaching 

A    new    feacher  I  leader    training    course 

Creative  Bible  Teaching  is  a  new  teacher/leader  training  course  produced  by 
The  Board  of  Christian  Education  of  The  Brethren  Church.  It  is  designed  to  be  used 
either  m  groups  or  on  an  individual  basis.  The  course  is  based  on  ithe  book  Creative 
Bible  Teaching,  by  Lawrence  O.  Richards  and  was  designed  and  field  tested  by  Rev. 
James  Fields,  chairman  of  the  Training  Commission. 

Each  pack  contains  Richard's  book  (a  $5.95  value),  a  C-60  Resource  cassette 
and  script,  and  a  student's  workbook.  Additional  workbooks,  cassettes,  and  texts 
may  be  ordered  individually. 


Order  Blank 
Please  send: 

(1)  Creative  Bible  Teaching  Pack(s) 

(2)  Resource  Cassette (s) 

(3)  Richard's  Creative  Bible  Teaching 

(4)  Workbooks 


Send  To: 
Address: 


*A11  Prices  Plus  Shipping 


Zip 


January  11,  1975 
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WOMEN'S  LAB 


CHARITY.  VERSATILITY. 
INGENUITY 

If  "Women's  Lab"  were  searching  for  a  co-m- 
posite  of  the  foregoiing  characteristics,  they  could 
find  the  phenomenon  in  the  person  of  Mrs.  WUliam 
(Velma)   McClanahan,  resident  of  Bretiiren  Care. 

Wife,  mother,  foreign  missionary,  and  veritable 
genius  at  creating  beauty  from  little  or  nothing — 
these  are  just  some  of  the  capacities  in  which 
she  has  served  or  is  stUl  serving. 

Mrs.  McClanahan — or  Vehna,  as  we  shall  take 
the  liberty  of  calling  her — ^is  a  native  of  Ontario, 
Canada,  where  she  received  part  of  her  education; 
then  she  continued  it  in  the  United  States  and 
received  additional  training  in  Cairo  Egypt. 

In  Egypt,  where  she  met  and  was  married  to 
WUliam  McClanahan,  she  performed  an  unbeliev- 


able number  of  services.  There,  for  quite  some 
time,  she  and  her  husband  worked  with  a  Gospel 
tent  and  operated  a  book  room  where  they  taught 
young  Moslems.  They  also  plied  the  waters  of 
the  Nile  River  in  a  houseboat,  visiting  remote 
spots  where  the  people  had  never  heard  of  Christ. 

The  McClanahan's  love  for  the  work  and  for 
the  Egyptians  made  it  difficult  to  leave  this  coun- 
try after  a  number  of  years,  but  to  preserve  Mr. 
McClanahan's  health  a  move  became  mandatory. 
From  Egypt  they  continued  misaionary  work  Ln 
Israel,  where  both  of  their  children — a  son  and  a 
daughter — were  bom.  This  missionary  couple 
served  in  Israel  for  many  years,  sending  their 
children  back  to  the  States  for  their  college  ed- 
ucation. Althogether,  the  McClanahans  spent  thirty 
years  as  foreign  missionaries. 

Since  her  husband's  death,  Vehna  has  been 
living  back  in  the  States.  Now  she  is  a  resident 
of  Brethren  Care,  where  her  energy  and  ingenuity 
are  a  marvel  to  all  who  observe  her. 

Always  a  lover  of  beauty,  she  has  an  amazing 
capacity  for  creating  attractive  objects  from  cast- 
off  materials.  Old  bottles,  boxes,  bits  of  ribbon  or 
lace,  beads,  etc.,  with  the  aid  of  Elmer's  glue, 
provide  the  where-with-all  to  implement  her 
imaginative  flights.  Her  room  is  literally  filled 
with  these  lovely  little  handcraft  items. 

As  I  visit  her  room  each  week — ^sometimes 
bringing  a  box  of  my  seemingly  useless  doo-dads — 
I  am  overwhelmed  by  what  she  has  created  from 
almost  nothing.  It  is  my  fond  hope  that  she  may 
soon  be  provided  a  display  case  in  which  to  keep 
her  handiwork;  it  may  provide  a  shopping  center 
for  Brethren  Care  residi'nts,  where  they  may 
select  gifts  for  their  friends. 

Our  hats  are  off  to  this  ambitious,  resourceful 
little  lady  who  has  led  a  fascinating  life  and  who 
pursues  her  ingenious  way.    — il 


The  Bomb  Was  A  Bible 


The  newspapers  in  East  Africa  had  been  full  of 
Arab  terrorist  activities  and  of  reports  about  the 
skyjacking  of  airliners.  The  Bible  Society  secre- 
tary was  apprehensive  as  ihe  glanced  at  his  feUow 
pasisengers,  most  of  whom  -were  Arabs.  One  of 
them  had  been  caugfht  with  a  toox  of  bullets  just 
before  boarding  the  plane. 

As  he  eased  into  his  seat,  the  secretary  noticed 
■that  his  seat  companion  "was  also  an  Arab.  Was 
the  secretary  too  nervous  in  wondering  whether 
he  had  a  bomb  in  'his  pocket?  Was  this  man  a 
terrorist? 

As  the  plane  took  off  the  Arab  talked  freely 
and  told  an  amazing  story  of  how  he  had  become 
a  Christian  and  was  about  to  be  baptized  into  the 
Christian  faith.  But  was  this  story  true?  When 
the  Arab  reached  into  his  pocket  where  there  was 
a  bulge,  the  Bible  Society  secretary  was  not  sure 
what  the  passenger  would  bring  out. 

Of  course,  it  was  not  a  bomb — ^but  a  well  worn 
copy  of  the  Gospel  of  John  In  Arabic. 


"I  believe,"  the  Arab  said  earnestly,  "that  only 
Jesus  Christ  can  save  me  and  my  people  from 
'this  violence  and  destruction  in  which  we  are  in- 
volved. This  Book  has  helped  me  to  know  Jesus 
Christ." 

When  the  Arab  discovered  he  was  sitting  with 
a  Bible  Society  secretary,  he  enthusiastically  re- 
joiced that  he  was  with  a  person  engaged  in  the 
translation,  publication  and  distribution  of  the 
Scriptures.  The  Arab  knew  he  faced  no  easy  fu- 
ture as  a  Christian  ibut  with  the  Book  in  his  hand 
and  Christ  in  his  heart  he  was  full  of  confident 
faith.  He  was  also  a  means  of  reminding  this  par- 
ticular Bible  Society  secretary  of  the  often  for- 
gotten existence  of  an  active  and  growing  Chris- 
tian church  in  the  Arab  com^munity,  some  of 
whose  branches  date  back  hundreds  of  years.  As 
early  as  1516  there  was  Bible  translatioin  into 
Arabic.  The  next  major  event  in  Arabic  Bible 
translations  will  be  the  publication  of  Today's 
Aralbic  Version  New  Testament  in  1975. 

American  Bible  Society  Itecord 
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The 
Laymen's 
Meeting 

by  J.   Perry   Deeter 


J.  Perry  Deeter  is  a  member  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church  in  Dayton,  Ohio  and  is  on  the 
Deacon  Board  of  that  congregation. 

He  is  employed  by  The  National  Cash 
Register  Corporation,  is  married  and  the 
father  of  five  children. 

We  welcome  Perry  to  our  family  of  con- 
tributors to  the  pages  of  THE  BRETHREN 
EVANGELIST  as  the  Inspirational  tvriter 
for  the  pages  of  the  Layman's  Page  of  The 
National  Laymen's  Organization.   (Ed.  note) 


Living   The   Good   Life 


If  we  were  to  ask  several  different  people  what 
"living  the  good  life"  means  to  them,  I  am  sure 
that  we  would  get  a  variety  of  answers.  In  most 
cases,  they  probably  would  not  describe  the  life 
that  they  are  now  leading.  You  know,  "The  grass 
always  looks  greener  on  the  other  side  of  the 
fence."  Most  people  wish  for  things  that  they  don't 
have.  Let's  consider  some  of  the  things  that  people 
might  associate  with  the  good  life. 

A  person  with  a  low  income  would  no  doubt 
say  that  if  he  only  had  plenty  of  money  to  have 
freedom  from  financial  worries,  he  could  live  the 
good  life.  On  the  other  hand,  a  business  executive 
with  a  large  income  ajid  great  responsibilities 
may  wash  for  a  sampler,  less  complicated  life. 

Geographical  location  in  which  one  lives  mig'ht 
be  mentioned  as  a  factor  in  living  the  good  life. 
It  would  be  nice  to  live  in  a  climate  that  is  neither 
too  hot  or  too  cold.  One  who  lives  in  the  plains 
may  wish  to  live  in  an  area  having  more  natural 


Inspirational  for  February 


scenery,  such  as  mountains,  lakes,  or  rivers  to 
beautify  the  landscape. 

There  are  many  other  considerations  that  might 
be  mentioned,  such  as:  health,  other  people  in  our 
lives,  occupation,  being  free  from  physical  ihandi- 
caps,  etc.  I  am  sure  that  you  can  think  of  many 
more. 

Up  to  this  point,  I  have  been  writing  about 
things  and  circumstances  that  we,  as  mortals, 
think  about  when  we  consider  the  good  life.  Now, 
let's  think  about  the  truly  "Good  life"  that  Jesus 
was  speaking  of  when  He  said,  "I  am  come  that 
they  might  have  life,  and  that  they  might  have 
it  more  abundantly."  (John  10:10)  Here  Jesus  tells 
us  that  He  wants  us  not  only  to  have  life,  but  a 
more  abundant  Ufe,  or,  as  The  Living  Bible  puts 
it,  "life  in  aU  it's  fuUness."  Are  we,  as  Christians, 
living  this  full,  abundant  life? 

God  does  not  link  His  good  life  with  "tilings" 
at  all.  "And  He  said  unto  them,  Take  heed,  and 
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beware  of  covetousness:  for  a  man's  life  con- 
sisteth  not  in  the  abundance  of  tlie  things  which 
he  possesseth."  (Lulce  12:15)  The  truly  good  life  is 
not  dependent  upon  possessions,  popularity, 
wealth,  and  the  other  things  mentioned  above.  It 
doesn't  have  so  much  to  do  with  what  one  HAS 
£is  with  what  one  IS.  The  foundation  of  the  truly 
good  life  is  one's  personal  relationship  with  God, 
through  faith  and  trust  in  Christ.  Without  this 
foundation,  one  cannot  even  hope  to  Uve  this 
abundant  life.  If  we  are  really  bom-again  Chris- 
tians, and  Icnow  that  we  have  eternal  life,  I  think 
that  this  is  the  first  step  in  living  the  truly  good 
life,  both  here  on  this  earth  and  also  when  we 
reach  our  Heavenly  home. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  all  Christians  are  en- 
joying this  abundant  life  that  Jesus  speaks  about. 
Worry  or  fear  can  take  the  joy  out  of  a  Christian 
Me.  Most  of  us  do  worry  and  fret  over  difficulties 
that  come  our  way,  even  though,  as  ChristiarLS, 
we  know  that  we  should  not  do  this.  God  does  not 
promise  that  life  will  be  a  "bed  of  roses"  when  we 


become  Christians.  But  He  does  promise  to  give 
us  the  strength  to  overcome  afflictions  and 
troubles  that  come  our  way. 

The  Epistle  of  James  is  a  very  practical  book 
which  shows  us  many  things  that  are  involved 
in  being  a  genuine  believer.  It  does  not  describe 
the  good  Ufe  as  such,  or  even  tell  us  how  to 
achieve  it.  However,  if  we  follow  the  truths  set 
forth  in  this  book,  and  pattern  our  lives  after 
them,  we  will  find  that  we  are  living  the  good 
life. 

In  these  writings,  for  the  next  few  months,  we 
will  explore  the  book  of  James  to  try  to  get  some 
insight  as  to  how  we  may  better  enjoy  the  abun- 
dant life  that  Jesus  spoke  of  in  John  10:10. 
Questions  for  thought  and/or  discussion: 

1.  Do  you  think  that  you  would  get  different 
answers  to  the  question  "What  does  living  the 
good  life  mean  to  you?"  from  non-Christians 
than  from  Christians? 

2.  Do  you  think  that  most  Christians  are  enjoy- 
ing the  "truly  good  life?"  If  not,  why  not? 


a   book   review 


THE  CHURCH  ALIVE 


I  am  sure  many  of  you  have  read  the  book  I 
want  to  review  in  this  issue.  First  published  in 
1972,  there  are  over  135,000  in  print  and  it  is  now 
a  part  of  Gospel  Light's  curriculum  for  adult 
Sunday  School  classes.  Ray  Stedman  writes  from 
his  own  experience  as  pastor  of  the  Peninsula 
Bible  Church  in  Palo  Alto,  California  since  Septem- 
ber, 1950. 

Some  quotes:  "It  takes  the  whole  Church  to  do 
the  work  of  the  ohurCh."  p  130  .  .  .  "the  work  of 
the  ministry  belonged  to  the  people  and  not  to 
the  pastor"  p  133  .  .  .  "When  Christians  recovered 
their  confidence  in  the  power  of  the  gospel,  they 
lost  their  fear  of  the  world."  p  135  .  .  .  "The  pres- 
ent-day church  has  managed  to  do  away  with 
koinonia  almost  completely,  reducing  the  witness 
of  the  church  to  proclamation  (kerygma)  alone." 
p  109  .  .  .  "In  the  beginning,  working  'in  the 
church'  meant  to  exercise  a  gift  or  perform  a 
ministry  among  Christian  people  wherever  they 
were,  but  gradually  it  came  to  mean  doing  some 
religious  act  within  a  building"  p  78  .  .  .  "Pastors, 
particularly,  must  restore  to  the  people  the  min- 
istry which  was  taken  fixttn  them  with  the  best 
of  intentions"  p  79. 


The  book  talks  about  the  spiritual  gifts  given 
to  all  beUevers  and  their  use  within  the  "church" 
and  the  importance  of  their  practice  for  the 
growth  of  the  body.  The  lasit  chapter  gives  some 
practical  illustrations  from  the  Peninsula  Bible 
Church  on  home  Bible  studies  and  other  programs 
of  this  church  but  which  all  depend  upon  the  par- 
ticipation of  each  member  of  the  body.  One  chap- 
ter of  illustrations  and  the  rest  of  the  book  on 
principals. 

Body  Life  by  Ray  C.  Stedman  is  published  by 
Regal  Books  and  is  available  in  paperback  for 
$1.25  plus  postage  from  the  Brethren  PubUshing 
Company  or  other  Christian  booksrt;ores.  Well 
worth  the  money  as  one  considers  the  ideas  pre- 
sented for  life  in  the  church. 

The  Bookworm 
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by  Mrs.  Pat  Ritchey 


TO  LOVE  HIM 


Obedience 


Section  2 


Obedience 


I  Samuel  15 


Greetings  to  you  in  the  Saviour's  name!  It  is 
a  real  joy  to  be  writing  to  you  today  and  know 
that  Jesus  is  surrounding  me  with  His  love  and 
that  you  can  share  in  that  love  with  me  right  now. 
My  heart  is  eager  to  share  with  you  what  the 
Lord  has  been  doing  in  my  life  and  perhaps  this 
wOl  be  an  inspiration  to  you  in  your  life. 

Obedience!  What  a  topic  for  discussion!  You 
know,  when  I  began  to  study  this  topic,  I  began 
to  ask  questions  of  myself  and  God.  In  fact,  I 
asked  so  many  questions  that  it  took  a  while  to 
find  the  answers.  But,  Praise  Jesus,  He  had  the 
answers  all  the  time,  right  in  His  book,  the  Bible. 

As  my  questions  became  answered  I  was  con- 
vinced that  my  life  had  to  hold  the  qualities  in 
it  that  the  Lord  had  specified  in  His  word.  I  also 
came  under  trial  for  my  conviction.  Last  week  I 
tried  to  begin  writing  this  article  and  blundered 
terribly.  But,  I  believe  that  the  Lord  was  not  fin- 
isihed  trying  my  convictions.  This  whole  week 
mow  has  been  spent  in  prayer,  searching  the  scrip- 
ture and  trying  to  express  my  faith  to  the  Lord 
in  this  trial. 

Today,  I  have  been  able  to  obey  God's  word  in 
a  serious  personal  matter.  Now  the  sun  is  even 
rejoicing  at  the  victory  over  Satan  and  his  firey 
darts!  Since  I  have  been  enabled  to  accomplish  the 
task  the  Lord  has  set  before  me,  the  sun  has 
shone  outside.  Not  only  that,  but  the  sun  is  shin- 
ing inside,  too.  My  spirit  is  rejoicing  in  the  mighty 
wonder  of  God  as  my  creator  and  the  lover  of  my 
soul.  How  I  praise  Him  this  day  for  His  great 
enabling  Holy  Spirit  who  gave  me  motivation  and 
ability  to  carry  out  my  assignment.  Rejoice  with 
me  at  the  wonderful  thing  the  Lord  has  done. 

Today  as  I  prepare  this  meeting's  topic  for 
discussion,  I  am  going  to  leave  the  structure  of 
the  program  up  to  you.  You  may  pray,  sing,  study, 
etc.  in  the  order  that  you  want  to  do  it.  The  ma- 
terial I  ajTi  bringing  to  you  today,  may  be  used 
as  you  want  to  use  it. 


I  want  to  focus  first  on  a  scripture  from  I  Sam- 
uel 15.  This  is  how  it  reads  in  the  LIVING  BIBLE: 

"One  day  Samuel  said  to  Saul,  "I  crowned  you 
king  of  Israel  because  God  told  me  to.  Now  be 
sure  that  you  obey  him.  Here  is  his  command- 
ment to  you:  'I  have  decided  to  settle  accounts 
v/ith  the  nation  of  Amalek  for  refusing  to  aUow 
my  people  to  cross  their  territory  when  Israel 
came  from  Egypt.  Now  go  and  completely  destroy 
the  entire  Amalek  nation — men,  women,  babies, 
little  children,  oxen,  sheep,  camels,  and  donkeys.'  " 

So  Saul  mobilized  his  army  at  Telaim.  There 
were  two  hundred  thousand  troops  in  addition  to 
ten  thousand  men  from  Judah.  The  Amalekites 
were  camped  in  the  v£dley  below  them.  Saul  sent 
a  message  to  the  Kenites,  teUing  them  to  get  out 
from  among  the  Amalekites  or  else  die  with  them. 
"For  you  were  kind  to  the  people  of  Israel  when 
they  came  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,"  he  explained. 
So  the  Kenites  packed  up  and  left. 

Then  Saul  butchered  the  Amaleldtes  from 
Havilah  all  the  way  to  Shur,  east  of  Egypt.  He 
captured  Agag,  the  king  of  the  Amalekites,  but 
killed  everyone  else.  However,  Saul  and  his  men 
kept  the  best  of  the  sheep  and  oxen  and  the  fattest 
of  the  lambs — everything,  in  fact,  that  appealed 
to  them.  They  destroyed  only  what  was  worthless 
or  of  poor  quality.  Then  the  Lord  said  to  Samuel: 
"I  am  sorry  that  I  ever  made  Saul  king  for  he 
has  again  refused  to  obey  me." 

Samuel  was  so  deeply  moved  when  he  heard 
what  God  was  saying,  that  he  cried  to  the  Lord 
all  night.  Early  the  next  morning  he  went  out 
to  find  Saul.  Someone  said  that  he  had  gone  to 
Mount  Carmel  to  erect  a  monument  to  himself, 
and  had  then  gone  on  to  Gilgal.  When  Samuel 
finally  found  him,   Saul   greeted  him   cheerfully. 

"Hello  there,"  he  said.  "Well,  I  have  carried 
out  the  Lord's  command!" 

"Then  what  was  aU  the  bleating  of  sheep  and 
lowing  of  oxen  I  heard?"  Samuel  demanded. 

"It's  true  that  the  army  spared  the  best  of  the 
sheep  and  oxen,"  Saul  admitted,  "but  they  are 
going  to  sacrifice  them  to  the  Lord  your  God; 
and   we   have   destroyed   everything   else." 

Then  Samuel  said  to  Saul,  "Stop,  Listen  to 
what  the  Lord  told  me  last  night!"  "What  was 
it?"  Saul  asked. 
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And  Samuel  told  him,  "When  you  didn't  think 
much  of  yourself,  God  made  you  king  of  Israel. 
And  he  sent  you  on  an  errand  and  told  you,  'Go 
and  completely  destroy  the  sinners,  the  Amalekites, 
until  they  are  aU  dead.'  Then  why  didn't  you  obey 
the  Lord?  Why  did  you  rush  for  the  loot  and  do 
exactly  what   God  said  not  to?" 

"But  I  have  obeyed  the  Lord,"  Saul  insisted.  "I 
did  what  he  toid  me  to;  and  I  brought  King  Agag 
but  kUled  everyone  else.  And  it  was  only  when 
my  troops  demanded  it  that  I  let  them  keep  the 
best  of  the  sheep  and  oxen  and  loot  to  sacrifice 
to  the  Lord." 

Samuel  repJied,  "Has  the  Lord  as  much  pleasure 
in  your  burnt  offering  and  sacrifices  as  in  your 
obedience?  Obedience  is  fair  better  than  sacrifice. 
He  is  much  more  interested  in  your  listening  to 
him  than  in  your  offering  the  fat  of  rams  to  him. 
For  rebeUion  is  as  bad  as  the  sin  of  witchcraft, 
and  stubbornness  is  as  bad  as  worshiping  idols. 
And  now  because  you  have  rejected  the  word  of 
Jehovah,  he  has  rejected  you  from  being  king." 

"I  have  sinned,"  Saul  finally  admitted.  "Yes,  I 
have  disobeyed  your  instructions  and  the  com- 
mand of  the  Lord,  for  I  was  afraid  of  the  people 
and  did  what  they  demanded.  Oh,  please  pardon 
my  sin  now  and  go  with  me  to  worship  the  Lord." 

But  Samuel  replied,  "It's  no  use!  Since  you 
have  rejected  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  he 
has  rejected  you  from  being  the  king  of  Israel." 

As  Samuel  turned  to  igo,  Saul  grabbed  at  him 
to  try  to  hold  him  back,  and  tore  his  robe. 

And  Samuel  said  to  him,  "See?  The  Lord  has 
torn  the  kingdom  of  Israel  from  you  today  and 
has  given  it  to  a  countryman  of  yours  who  is 
better  than  you  are.  And  he  who  is  the  glory  of 
Israel  is  not  lying,  nor  will  he  change  his  mind, 
for  he  is  not  a  man!" 

Samuel  never  saw  Saul  again,  but  he  mourned 
constantly  for  him;  and  the  Lord  was  sorry  that 
he  had  ever  made  Saul  king  of  Israel." 


Here  is  a  list  of  the  questions  I  asked  myself 
when  I  began  to  study  about  OBEDIENCE. 

1.  What  is  obedience? 

2.  What  is  disobedience? 

3.  How  does  God  feel  about  O'bedience? 

4.  What  is  behind  the  attitude  of  disobedience? 

5.  What  is  behind  the  attitude  of  obedience? 

6.  Who  must  obey  God? 

7.  Why  must  they  obey  God? 

8.  What  are  the  results  of  obedience? 

9.  What  example  does  God  give  us  of  obedience? 

10.  What  difference  does  my  attitude  make? 

11.  I  am  weak,  where  can  I  get  strength  to  obey? 

12.  My  attitude  is  bad,  how  can  I  change? 
These  are  the  scripture  references  that  I  used 

to  answer  the  questions  that  I  had.  You  may  use 
them  to  assist  you  in  answering  my  questions  for 
yourself  or  questions  that  you  may  have  to  answer. 
There  may  be  other  scriptures  that  will  also  help 
answer  these  questions. 

VERSE  QUESTIONS 

I  Samuel  15  2;  3;  4 

John  15:9,  10  &  14  3;  7;  8;  9;  10;  12 

Hebrews  5:7-9  9 

I  John  2:3-6  1;  6;  12 

I  John  1:9  12 

Psahns  119:96,  97  &  112  5 

John  14:15-24  1;  2;  8;  10;  11 

Hebrews  13:17  4;  6;  9 

Colossians  3:23-25  4;  10 

I  John  3:19-24  8 

I  Peter  1:14-16  2;  3;  4;  5;  6;  7 

Leviticus  26:3-13  3;  8 

It  has  been  my  desire  as  I  have  shared  this 
material  with  you  that  you  would  reap  a  real  har- 
vest from  working  through  these  scriptures.  I 
could  not  give  you  pat  or  (Pat)  answers  that 
would  fit  your  life's  needs,  but  I  can  only  point 
you  to  the  ONE  who  is  constantly  meeting  mine. 
May  God  bless  you  richly  as  you  grow  in  un- 
derstanding of  the  Christian  way. 


JUNIOR  SISTERHOOD 
FEBRUARY 


by  Mrs.  Pauline  Benshoff 


A  New  Love 


Because 

Love  Meets  Needs 


Last  month  I  sihared  with  you  the  hope  that 
you  would  want  to  reconsecrate,  and  rededicate 
yourselves  and  your  talents  to  Christ  and  experi- 
ence a  New  Beginning.  Repentence  is  starting 
anew,  my  friend,  repentence  is  starting  anew. 


In  February,  we  usually  show  to  those  we  love, 
some  special  act  of  kindness,  trying  to  relay  to 
them  we  love  them.  God  taught  us  this  originally. 
Because  He  loves,  we  love.  This  love  shows  in 
many  ways,  but  sometimes  our  actions  speak  so 
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loud,  folks  can't  hear  what  we  say.  Is  your  love 
for  others  sincere?  Or  do  you  make  them  feel 
you  love  them  just  to  get  something  for  yourself? 
This  way  would  not  be  God's  way  of  course.  He 
shows  forgiving  love,  understanding  love,  lasting 
love  and  fulfilling  love.  Isn't  it  hard  to  love  like 
that,  all  the  time?  Let's  read  the  Word  to  see  and 
hear  and  understand  something  about  this  Agape 
love. 

As  you  gather  for  your  meeting,  have  the  hostess 
or  leader  give  each  one  a  half  of  a  previously  cut 
heart.  The  hearts  should  be  cut  puzzle-style,  so 
that  each  girl  has  to  find  the  heart  that  will  match 
hers  to  make  the  heart  complete.  After  all  parts 
are  matched,  have  partners  then  tell  about  an 
act  of  love  they  performed  that  day,  or  week.  Also 
tell  why  you  wanted  to  do  it.  You  will  no  doubt 
find  out  you  are  not  so  selfish  after  aU.  Try  it. 
Listen  as  each  couple  teUs  their  experience.  Why 
expect  others  to  listen  when  you  speak  if  you  do 
not  consider  them  worth  listening  to?  This  will 
be  a  nice  opener  for  your  meeting. 
DEVOTIONAL  READING:  I  John  4:7-21;  and 
5:1-3 

PRAYER:  Have  a  silent  prayer  period,  and  then 
ask  someone  to  close  the  prayer  session. 
LEADER:  Since  Love,  as  Christ  loves,  is  our 
concern  here  at  this  meeting,  we  will  discuss  sev- 
eral kinds  of  love.  Our  first  topic  will  be  about 
forgiving  love. 

A   FORGIVING   LOVE 

A  good  friend  of  yours  and  you  have  come  to 
the  parting  of  the  ways.  Your  friend  betrayed  a 
confidence  and  you  got  into  trouble.  What  do  you 
do,  get  angry  and  not  forgive  her  when  she  has 
stood  by  you  so  many  times  before?  God  loves 
her.  Why  can't  you?  Don't  you  ever  make  mis- 
takes? Real  love  forgives!  That's  why  God  can 
forgive  us.  He  is  REAL!  He  loves  us  in  spite  of 
the  sin  and  wrong  doing.  He  doesn't  like  the  sin, 
nor  condone  it,  but  He  does  forgive  when  we  ask 
Him.  The  scripture  reading  tonight  said,  if  you 
can't  forgive  others,  you  cannot  ask  your  Father 
to  forgive  you.  Think  of  God's  forgiving  love  in 
your  behalf  and  then  love  you.'  friend.  Because 
Christ  has  forgiven  you,  you  can  forgive  her.  God 
is  counting  on  you  to  be  His  example  of  forgiving 
love  here  on  the  earth.  You  wouldn't  let  Him 
down,  would  you?  Isn't  forgiving  something  won- 
derful? Just  try  it  a  little  more  often.  It  is  a  real 
good  spiritual  exercise.  And  my,  how  it  improves 
your  spiritual  health. 

AN  UNDERSTANDING  LOVE 

Among  so  many,  can  He  care?  Can  special  love 
be  everywhere?  A  myriad  homes,  A  myriad  ways, 
And  God's  eye  over  every  place.  Yes,  Gk)d  loves 
you  and  He  cares.  What's  more  He  understands 
all  the  reasons,  the  circumstances,  the  innocence, 
the  everything  about  it  and  about  you.  He  is  the 
only  one  that  completely  understands.  David  ex- 
pressed himself  in  the  Psalms  that  "He  knoweth 
my  uprisings  and  my  downsittings."  In  other 
words.  He  knows  everything  and  He  understands 
all  about  it.  This  is  just  another  phase  of  that 
Agape  love.  It  is  an  understanding  love,  full  of 
compassion  and  helpfulness.  Let's  try  to  develop 
a  more  understanding  love  and  be  less  critical  of 
others,  since  we  have  not  lived  their  life  and  can- 
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not  fuUy  know  all  we  need  to  know  to  fully  judge 
another.  Besides  only  God  is  the  judge  anyway. 
If  we  could  only  understand  as  God  does!  But 
since  we  can't,  let's  let  it  up  to  Him.  Praise  Him 
constantly  for  the  opportunities  you  have  to  show 
understanding   love. 

FULFILLING   LOVE 

Once  in  a  while  someone  lives  a  beautiful  and 
totally  unselfish  life — "just  for  others."  They  live 
as  if  their  only  prayers  were  "Lord,  let  me  live 
for  others."  To  them  every  individual  in  their  life, 
regardless  of  relationship  or  cornpatability,  is 
important  because  they  are  God's  creation.  They 
feel,  if  they  fail  to  love  and  serve  them,  they  hurt 
God  first.  You  see,  Jesus  gave  His  "all"  for  oithers. 
Fulfilling  love  captures  your  love  to  Christ  in 
several  things;  a  knowledge  of  Christ,  satisfaction 
with  Christ  as  your  Saviour,  esteem  for  Christ 
and  delight  in  Him  as  Lord  of  yoiur  life.  Love  is 
the  all-sufficient  ideal  guide  and  test  for  life.  Our 
lives  are  very  important  to  Christ  and  He  wants 
to  see  us  Uving  fulfilled  lives,  spilling  over  into 
the  lives  of  those  we  live  with,  and  come  in  con- 
tact with. 

Jesus  didn't  say,  so  long  as  you  love  me  in  your 
hearts,  I  care  nothing  about  your  lives.  He  who 
loves  Christ  is  a  free  man,  but  he  is  also  a  man 
under  ibonds.  He  is  put  under  bonds  to  Christ 
by  grateful  love.  So  everything  we  do,  should  bring 
Christ  to  mind,  for  we  want  only  to  please  Him 
with  our  lives  and  every  part  of  our  person. 

LEADER:  Are  you  convinced  that  Real  love  does 
meet  needs?  Have  you  felt  you  are  everything 
you  need  to  be  to  Show  God's  love  everyday.  We 
have  some  things  to  think  about.  Don't  we?  How 
many  of  you  can  say  I  Jdhn  4:19  from  memory? 
Look  it  up  and  then  say  it  together. 

BUSINESS 

SOME  SPIRITUAL  VITAMINS  (WhUe  refresh- 
ments are  being  prepared) 

I  John  4:19  John  13:35 

John  15:13  Psahn  122:6 

Amos  5:15  I  John  4:7 

John  15:12,  17  Rom.  13:10 

Heb.  13:1  Micah  6:8 

Prov.  17:17  Mark  12:30 

SMM  BENEDICTION 


Don't  forget:  National  Dues  are  to  be  in  Jan- 
uary 31.  Send  to  Cathy  Harding,  R.R.  2,  Box  240B, 
Ashland,  OH  44805. 
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Memorials 


REED 

Arno  E.  Reed,  72,  passed  away  December  2, 
1974.  He  was  married  to  Hazel  Six,  who  survives 
-along  with  2  sons  and  5  daughters,  22  graind- 
children,  and  11  great-grandchildren.  Services 
were  held  at  the  North  Li'berty  First  Brethren 
Church  with  Rev.  Stephen  Cole  officiating. 

*  *     * 

FENNELL 

Mrs.  Nellie  B.  Fennell,  88,  passed  away  Novem- 
ber 15,  1974.  Services  were  held  on  the  18th  with 
burial  in  the  Burlington  Cemetery.  Surviving  are 
two  daughters.  She  was  a  long  time  member  of 
the  Burlington  Church. 

Services  by  the  undersigned. 

Pastor  Albert  O.  Curtright 

HENDRIX 

Mrs.  Vedia  M.  Hendrix,  91,  passed  away  Decem- 
ber 9,  1974.  Services  were  held  on  the  11th ;  burial 
was  in  the  Burlington  Cemetery.  Surviving  her 
is  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Jim  Herrell,  two  step- 
daughters, Mrs.  Edith  Mitchell  and  Mrs.  Donald 
Wagoner.  She  was  a  life-time  member  of  the 
Burlington  Church. 

Services  by  the  undersigned. 

Pastor  Albert  O.  Curtright 

*  *     * 

WIGGS 

Mrs.  Elva  Charlene  Wiggs,  65,  passed  away 
November  18,  1974.  Services  were  held  on  the 
21st  in  the  First  Brethren  Churcfh  of  Milf  ord  with 
burial  in  the  MiMord  Cemeteiy. 

Survivors  inolude  her  husband.  Otto  Wiggs,  one 
son,  Duane,  and  two  daughters.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Milford  Church. 

Services  by  the  undersigned. 

Pastor  Albert  O.  Curtright 

BAILEY 

Mrs.  Esther  G.  Bailey,  79,  passed  away  Decem- 
ber 20,  1974.  Services  were  held  December  22  with 
burial  in  the  Union  Cemetery.  Surviving  are  four 
sons,  Detaiair  C,  Gall  W.,  Jdhn  A.,  and  Harold 
H.  BaUey. 

She  was  a  member  of  the  Bur'lington  Church. 

Services  by  the  undersigned. 

Pastor  Albert  O.  Curtright 


BERKHEISER 

Alice  Berkheiser,  55,  passed  away  on  December 
6,  1974  in  Dukes  Memorial  Hospital,  Peru,  Indiana. 

She  is  survived  by  her  father,  Floyd  Mygrant, 
her  husband  Joseph,  five  sons  and  seven 
grandchildren. 

Services  were  held  at  the  Mexico  First  Brethren 
Church  by  Pastor  Gerald  Barr. 

*  *     * 

KREAMER 

Mr.  Marion  D.  Kreamer  61,  of  Roanoke,  Indiana 
passed  away  October  7,  1974  at  the  Lutheran 
Hospital  in  Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife.  Amy,  a  son,  three  grandchildren,  and 
his  father. 

Services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  Phillip  Phil- 
brook  and  Rev.  Michael  Huixl. 

WISSINGER 

Mr.  John  L.  Wissinger,  99,  died  September  11, 
1974.  Siirvived  by  sons,  Samuel  E.  and  Charles  G., 
both  of  Johnstown;  and  John  C,  Phoenix,  Arizona. 
Service  was  held  at  Edward  E.  Davis  Funeral 
Home,  Conemaugh,  by  Rev.  Don  Rager. 

MICHAEL 

Myrtle  Michael,  69,  passed  away  October  9,  1974. 
Surviving,  four  sisters,  Ada  Shapeless,  Mildred 
Trimball,  Florence  Replogle  and  Jane  Boon;  one 
brother,  Richard. 

Rev.  John  Brownsberger 

STOKES 

Rdlla   Stokes,    78,    passed   away   November   18, 
1974  leaving  his  wife  Minmeta  and  one  son  Lincoln. 
Rolla  was  a  Deacon  in  the  Dayton  Church. 
Rev.  John  Brownsberger 

*  *     * 

FOX 

Gladys  Fox,  62,  passed  away  November  22,  1974. 
Surviving,  her  husband  Russell  and  a  sister  Mar 
gret  Russell  and  one  brother  Watkins  White. 
Rev.  John  Brownsberger 

*  *     * 

HALES 

Vema  Hales,  85  passed  away  November  16, 
leaving  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Paula  Brown,  Mrs. 
Evelyn  Puteribaugh;  two  sisters,  Maude  Stokey  and 
Mrs.  Myrtis  Henson. 

Rev.  John  Brownsterger 
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CHURCH 
NEWS 


BRYAN,  OHIO 


With  weeks  of  prayer  and  preparation  and  many 
individuals  planning  and  participating  a  spirituid 
renewal  was  experienced  in  the  hearts  of  many 
iBryan,  Ohio  Brethren. 

Forty-eight  hours  were  set  aside  for  the  Lord 
as  a  "Lay  Witness  Mission"  took  place  (Nov.  8-10). 
What  is  a  Lay  Witness  Mission?  It  is  a  weekend 
experience  of  renewal.  The  Lord  used  a  group 
(approx.  50)  of  dedicated  and  trained  lay  men, 
women  and  youth  from  O'ther  churches  and  com- 
nnunities  as  they  came  to  our  church  and  shared 
with  us  what  Christ  means  in  their  lives.  These 
people  were  not  professionals,  nor  are  they  perfect 
Ohristians.  They  were  ordinary  people  like  you 
and  I  who  have  been  searching  for  spiritual  reality 
and  struggling  in  their  relationship  with  God. 
Each  one  of  them  have  begun  to  find  an  answer 
and  were  willing  to  share  it  with  oithers. 


This  was  a  thne  <af  sharing  Christian  to  Chris- 
tian, our  common  problems,  hopes  and  beliefs 
and  a  tame  of  breaking  down  the  walls  ithat  we 
tend  to  build  around  ourselves.  It  was  a  time  of 
isanaH  group  sharing,  small  prayer  groups,  carry-in 
fellowship  meals,  and  sharing  in  large  group 
meetings.  Such  words  as  love,  joy,  Holy  Spirit, 
submission,  God's  wUl,  God's  time,  forgive  me, 
God  loves  you  and  I  love  you  and  Praise  the  Lord 
were  expresed  and  experienced. 

"Come  and  hear,  all  of  you  who  reverence  the 
Lord,  and  I  wUl  tell  you  what  he  did  for  me:  For 
I  cried  to  him  for  help,  with  praises  ready  on  my 
tongue.  He  would  not  have  listened  if  I  had  not 
confessed  my  sons.  But  he  listened!  He  heard  my 
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prayer!  He  paid  attention  to  it!  Blessed  be  God 
who  didn't  turn  away  when  I  was  praying,  and 
didn't  refuse  me  his  kindness  and  love."  Psalm 
66:16-20  Living  Bible. 

The  Lord  heard  the  cry  to  Him  as  many  were 
wUling  to  say  "OK  Lord,  I've  been  doing  it  my 
way.  Now,  I  trust  YOU  to  sihow  me  the  way."  As 
a  result  many  are  experiencing  the  abundant  and 
viotorious  Christian  life  .  .  .  GIVE  and  YOU  shall 
abundantly  receive. 

The  week-end  activities  were  conducted  by  co- 
ordinators, Bill  and  Jean  Adoock,  of  Dearborn, 
Mich,  and  the  lay  witnesses  (who  incidentally  all 
came  at  their  own  expense). 

Dan  Sander  served  as  the  General  Chairman 
and  worked  faithfully  with  the  pastor,  Rev.  M.  W. 
Dodds.  All  who  participated  were  blessed  by  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Praise  the  Lord! 

Corresponding    Sec, 
Louise  Bishop 


YINCO  —  PENNSYLVANIA 


The  Vinco  Brethren  Church  held  Redly  Day 
Sunday  November  3,  1974  for  the  purpose  of  dedi- 
cating its  new  fellowrship  house.  The  event  O'pened 
with  Sunday  School  at  9:30  A.M.  and  morning 
worship  at  10:30.  A  carry-in  dinner  was  held  at 
12:30  followed  by  a  program.  The  dedication  of 
the  new  building  was  held  at  2:30.  Lester  Leidy, 
finance  chairman  presented  the  building  to  the 
congregation,  and  Rev.  C.  WUUam  Cole,  dedicated 
the  bual'ding.  The  program  was  made  up  of  musical 
selections  by  the  Messenger  Quartet,  a  reading 
by  Wayne  Botteicher,  a  vocal  solo  by  Linda  Metz- 
ger  and  musical  selections  by  the  Vinco  Male 
Quartet. 

((Members  of  the  Messenger  Quartet  are  David 
Mackall,  Barry  Dysert,  Bryan  Lynch,  Rob  Dysert 
and  Miss  Metzger.  Members  of  the  Male  Quartet 
are  Lester  Leidy,  James  Mackall,  Jacob  MackaU, 
Weldon  McQuUlen,  and  Betty  McQuiUen.) 

The  original  building,  which  is  located  adjacent 
to  the  church,  was  presented  to  the  church  in 
1953  by  James  I  and  Jacob  S.  Mackall  in  memory 
of  their  parents,  Millard  and  Essie  Mackall.  The 
building,  which  is  capable  of  seating  more  than 
300  persons,  was  constructed  by  David  Cotterman 
of  Mineral  Point,  Contractor.  The  day's  events 
concluded  with  an  evening  service  at  7:30  at  the 
church. 

The  Messenger  Quartet,  of  Vinco  Brethren 
Church,  held  a  concert  Monday,  November  25,  1974. 
These  young  men  and  their  pianist  never  forget 
to  give  their  personal  testimonies.  At  the  close 
of  their  concerts  they  always  give  the  invitation 
to  those  who  would  like  to  know  their  Lord  and 
Savior.  Several  came  foirward  for  rededication. 
PRAISE  THE  LORD  for  these  young  people. 
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PITTSBURGH,  PENNSYLVANIA 


MOVING  TO  NEW  ADDRESS? 


85th  Anniversary  at  Pittsburg-h 

Friends  across  the  Brotherhood  are  invited  to 
the  85th  anniversary  of  the  First  Brethren  Church 
ocE  Pittsburgh  January  25th  and  2eth.  Organized 
in  1890  by  the  leading  ot  the  Lord  and  the  efforts 
of  Daniel  J.  Bole,  the  PittBiburgh  Bretliren  are 
loolcing  forward  to  celebrating  this  important 
milestone  in  the  congregation's  history. 

The  theme  of  the  celebration  is,  "WaUdng  in 
the  Light,"  with  I  John  1:7  as  the  theme  verse, 
"But  if  we  walli  in  the  lis:ht  as  He  Himself  is  in 
the  light,  we  have  fellowship  with  one  another, 
and  the  blood  of  Jesus  His  Son  cleanses  us  from 
all  sin." 

The  three  special  services  wiU  highlight  the 
past,  present,  and  future  of  the  Brethren  in  Pitts- 
burgh. Saturday  evenings'  service,  "Past  Lig'ht," 
win  feajture  former  pastor,  Rev.  Alvln  Grumbling, 
now  of  Newark,  O'hio  as  speaker.  Sunday  mom- 
ing's  service,  "Present  Light,"  will  have  Mr.  John 
Rowsey,  Associate  Secretary  of  the  Missionary 
Board,  as  guest  speaker.  Following  a  dinner  at 
tihe  church  at  noon,  the  afternoon  service  will  fea- 
ture another  former  pastor  as  speaker,  Rev.  Brian 
Moore,  now  at  South  Bend,  Indiana,  on  the  theme 
"Future  Lig'ht."  The  present  pastor,  Norman  Long, 
and  the  First  Brethren  oongregation  covet  your 
prayers  that  God  wiU  oonrtinue  to  keep  us  "Walk- 
ing in  the  Light." 


Please  notify  us  at  least 
3  weeks  in  advance 


Name    of   Subscriber     {Please   print   or   type) 


No.   and   Street,   Apt..   Suite,   P.O.   Box   or  R.D.   No. 


Post   Office,   State,   and   ZIP  Code 


Date   of   Address   Change 


We  hope  the  price  of  the  tickets  to  the  football 
game  at  the  Sugar  Bowl  weren't  comparable  to 
the  price  of  sugar  this  year. 


WOODSY  OWL,,  the  anti-poUution  spokesbird  for 
the  U.S.  Forest  Service  says: 

Keep  your  engine  properly  tuned  (approximately 
every  10,000  miles).  Encourage  others  to  do  the 
same.  This  cuts  down  on  exhaust  emissions  and 
helps  reduce  air  pollution. 


Whether  man  is  disposed  to  yield  to  nature  or 
oppose  her,  he  cannot  do  withoik  a  correct  under- 
standing of  her  language. 

Jean  Rostand 


C 


»PSC 


WOODSY  OWL  FOR 

NATURAL  BEAUTY! 

We  |usl  cant  depend  on  Ihe  other  guy  to  keep  our 
outdoors  beautiful.  Its  up  lo  each  and  every  one  of 
us  to  prevent  sight  pollution  and  lo  make  America  a 
better  place  to  live.  For  ways  you  can  help,  send  for 
Woodsy  Owl's  anti-pollution  poster.  It's  yours  free 
when  you  write  Woodsy  Owl,  Forest  Service,  U.  S  D,  A 
Washington,  D  C.  20250, 

And  remember,  give  a  hoot,  don't  pollute. 

Don't  be  a  dirty  bird,  no  matter  where  you  go. 

__ pj-j 


^ 


Page  Thirty-two  The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Ashland  Theological  £»ed]inary 

910  Center 

Asblaiwi^  Ohla-ii4805 


ONE  BODY  IN  CHRIST 


N3 


> 


h 


YOU 


.4W^ 


>j^ 


^^^>' 
/^j" 


o 

r 


i\-r^ 


The  Brethren's  Home  of 
Indiana,  Inc. 

N 


Let  t/s  Unite  For  A  Whole 
Ministry  to  the  Elderly 


^he   Brethren 

EVANGELIST 


>i.  XCVII 


January  25,  1975 


No.  2 


~nie.'3«ictt/ie«t 


EDITORIAL  STAFF 

Editor  of  Publications   George  Schuster 

Contributing  Editors 

Central  Council  Rev.  Smith  F.  Rose 

Missionary  Board  Mr.  Jolin  Rowsey 

Sisterhood  Miss  Beth  Gilmer 

Board  of  Christian  Education  .  Rev.  Fred  Burkey 
W.M.S Mrs.  Ida  Lindower 

Published  Biweekly      (twenty-six  issues  per  year) 

Subscription  rate: 

$4.00  per  year  single  subscription 

Second  Class  Postage  Paid  at  Ashland,  Ohio 

Change  of  Address;  In  ordering  change  of  address,  please  notify 
at  least  three  weeks  in  advance,  giving  both  old  and  new  address. 

Publication  of  any  article  does  not  necessarily  indicate  endorse- 
ment by  The  Brethren  Church,  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company  or 
Board,   or  the  editorial  staff. 

Remittances:  Send  all  money,  business  communications  and  con- 
tributed articles  to; 

THE  BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 

524  CoUege  Avenue  Phone:  289-0335 

Ashland,  Ohio    44805 

Executive  Committee 

M.  W.   Dodds,   E.  J.   Beekley,  Mrs.   Michael   Drushal,   Mrs.  Jerry  Flora 


In   This    Issue: 

3  NOBODY  IS  NOBODY  IN  THE  BODY 

Guest  Editorial     by  Dan  Brenner 
(from  the  COLLEGIAN) 

4  MISSIONARY  NEWS 

8     SISTERHOOD 

by  Beth  Gilmer 

10  WOMEN'S  LAB 

by  il. 

11  BENEVOLENT  BOARD 

(GAF  &  AARP) 

15  MEMORIAL  -  Thoburn  C.  Lyon 

16  NEWS  FROM  THE  BRETHREN 

17  CHURCH  NEWS 

20     WORLD  RELIGIOUS  NEWS  IN  REVIEW 

24     NAE  (News  Briefs) 

26     PAUL  TOURNIER  AND  CHRISTIAN 
PYSCHOLOGY     by  Julia  Flora 

29     PUBLICATION  BOARD  QUESTIONNAIRE 


MEMBER  0]*^^>y  EVANGELICAL  PRESS  ASSOCIATION 


NOTES  and  COMMENTS 


^^^  l^miSTRY  IS 


1^^?^^  ^.^ 


TELL  US  WHAT  YOU 
LIKE    TO  KBAP 
Uu  i^^^  MAGAZlNEf 


An  attempt  to  enhance  the  contents  of  our 
church  organ  THE  BRETHREN  EVANGE.LIST,  is 
being  made  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  The 
Brethren  Publishing  Compamy. 


In  order  to  make  the  magazine  more  appealing; 
and  interesting  to  the  members  of  The  Brethren 
Church  and  others,  an  opportunity  to  be  a  part  oi 
the  program  is  being  offered  to  all  our  readers' 
through  the  medium  of  a  questionnaire  prepared* 
by  the  Committee. 

On  Pages  29  and  30  of  this  issue  is  the  question- 
naire just  mentioned  and  in  order  to  begin  a 
project  of  this  nature  an  opinion  poU  throughout 
the  Brethren  denomination  is  perhaps  the  best 
guideline  to  use  for  this  purpose. 

We  trust  that  you  wHl  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  to  voice  your  opinion  about  the  maga- 
zine and  its  contents  by  fUlLng  out  the  question-i 
naire  and  tearing  out  the  page  and  sending  it  tO' 
THE  BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY! 
524  COLLEGE  AVENUE 
ASHLAND,  OHIO  44805 
c/o  Executive  Committee 

Your  co-operation  Ln  this  endeavor  wUl  be  great 
ly  appreciated.  We  ask  also  that  the  members  oif 
the  committee  and  members  of  the  Publishing 
Board  and  editorial  staff  be  given  prayerful  sup- 
port  for  Heavenly  guidance  in  this  most  important 
and  significant  step. 


January  25,  1975 

By  the  Way 


Page  Three 


NOBODY  IS  NOBODY  IN  THE  BODY 


by  Dan  Brenner 


Any  person  (or  bird),  if  slapped  hard  enough 
and  consistently  enough,  will  learn  to  keep  away 
from  the  source  of  pain  that  jolts  him  each  time 
b.e  ventures  into  it.  Self-protection,  the  automatic 
avoidance  of  danger  and  pain,  is  the  primary  in- 
stinct programmed  into  every  organism  from  the 
amoeba  on  up.  This  law  can  be  demonstrated  in 
the  laboratory  with  the  scientist  and  his  electro- 
shocked  rats.  It  can  be  seen  in  the  Mtohen  when 
±e  toddler  learns  that  the  stove  really  does  burn. 
[t  can  be  recalled  in  each  of  our  lives  as  we  climbed 
:he  stairs  of  experience  and  learned  where  and 
vhen  not  to  step,  what  hurts  and  what  does  not 
lurt. 

So  it  is  with  the  Bleak  Beaked  Loon,  member  of 
Ghe  oft-regarded  SoUtaiius  Avarius  Family.  Only 
the  source  of  pain  he  has  learned  to  avoid  is  not 
a  hot  stove  or  an  electric  shock — ^it  is  people.  Like 
tinyone  else  he  is  a  product  of  his  experiences.  But 
Imlike  most  of  us  the  stepping  stones  climbed  in 
chose  experiences  included  a  series  of  bruising 
Encounters  that  taught  him  a  form  of  self-pro- 
cection  that  exacted  a  tragic  price — loneliness.  He 
earned  that  being  a  loner  was  less  painful  than 
crying  not  to  be  one. 

AU  of  us  know  or  remember  at  least  a  few 
31eak  Beaked  Loons.  The  skinny  pimply  kid  from 
unior  high,  the  fat  awkard  boy  from  gym  class, 
lie  normal  looking  ibut  puzzling  young  man  who 
lever  smiles  or  talks  to  anyone.  It  is  true  enough 
hat  they  have  no  desire  to  explore  or  discover, 
>ut  it  is  just  as  true,  and  more  inexcusable,  that 
he  ipeople  making  these  observations  about  them 
lave  no  desire  to  explore  and  discover  why  the 
31eak  Beaked  Loons  are  that  way.  The  call  "luv 
ne — luv  me"  is  a  pitiful  one  indeed,  but  even 
nore  pitiful  is  the  person  who  recognizes  the  call 
and  fails  to  respond  to  it.  Hurt  people  need  first 
;o  be  loved  before  they  can  feel  safe  to  love  back. 

Contrary  to  the  opinion  most  Bleak  Beaked 
LiOons  have  of  themselves,  there  does  exist  a  body 
)f  ipeople  in  which  they  can  have  as  essential  a 
■ole  as  any  of  its  other  members.  This  is  the  Body 
)f  Christ  and  it  consists  of  people  who  have  been 
'edeemed  by  the  sacrifice  of  the  Son  of  God  and 
lire  vmified  under  the  binding  oneness  of  His 
Jpirit.  In  I  Corinthians  12:12-13  St.  Paul  describes 
;he  Body  as  thus:  "For  even  as  the  body  is  one 
md  yeit  has  many  memlbers,  and  aU  the  members 
bf  the  body,  though  they  are  many,  are  one  body, 
so  also  is  Christ.  For  Iby  one  Siptrit  we  were  all 


baptized  into  one  body,  whether  Jews  or  Greeks, 
whether  slaves  or  free,  and  we  were  all  made  to 
drink  of  one  Spirit." 

The  Body  of  Christ  excludes  absolutely  no  one. 
Every  member  is  as  vital  to  the  functioning  of  the 
whole  as  is  anyone  else  within  it.  Paul  made  this 
abundantly  clear  when  he  said:  "For  the  body  is 
not  one  member,  but  many.  If  the  foot  should  say, 
'Because  I  am  not  a  hand,  I  am  not  a  part  of  the 
body,'  it  is  not  for  this  reason  any  the  less  a  part 
of  the  body.  And  if  the  ear  should  say,  'Becaiise 
I  am  not  a  eye,  I  am  not  a  part  of  the  body,'  it  is 
not  for  this  reason  any  the  less  a  part  of  the  body. 
If  the  whole  body  were  an  eye,  where  would  the 
hearing  be?  If  the  whole  were  hearing,  where 
would  the  sense  of  smell  be?  But  now  God  has 
placed  the  members,  each  one  of  them,  in  the  body, 
just  as  He  desired."  (I  Corinthians  12:14-18) 

For  the  Bleak  Beaked  Loon,  the  only  hard 
part  in  belonging  to  the  Body  of  Christ  lies  in  his 
understanding  of  the  fact  that  he  is  a  true  part. 
By  accepting  the  gift  of  forgiveness  in  Christ,  the 
membership  is  already  an  accomplished  fact. 
Though  a  loner's  whole  background  and  condition- 
ing teUs  him  otherwise,  he  is  as  much  a  ii>art  of 
the  Body  as  his  finger  is  a  part  of  his  hand.  His 
only  need  is  to  accept  this — ^to  want  to  accept  this. 

Jesus  told  His  disciples  to  love  each  other  as 
He  had  loved  them.  This  is  where  the  true  Spirit 
of  Christ  Uves — in  love.  Just  as  Jesus  accepted  and 
gave  Himself  to  His  disciples,  so  are  the  members 
of  His  Body  to  accept  and  give  to  each  other.  And 
it  is  here,  if  Christ's  words  are  heeded,  that  the 
Bleak  Beaked  Loon's  heartbreaking  cry  for  love 
can  be  satiated.  A  greater  joy  awaits  him,  how- 
ever, when  he  discovers  that  true  happiness  lies 
in  giving  of  himself,  as  he  has  been  given  to.  For 
him,  the  freedom  to  give  needs  to  be  taught. 

Come  to  Christ,  Bleak  Beaked  Loons,  and  be  a 
part  of  His  Body.  There  are  no  "no  trespassing" 
signs  to  stand  m  your  way,  nor  are  there  any 
club  rules  to  mold  into.  Instead,  there  is  a  true 
Spirit  and  a  true  reference  point  to  guide  your 
path  straight.  Don't  separate  yourself.  Accept 
that  you  are  accepted. 

This  guest  editorial  is  reprinted  by  per- 
mission from  the  Comm,unity  Corner  section 
of  the  COLLEGIAN,  official  student  publica- 
tion of  Ashland  College. 
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MEMORIAL   GIFTS 
1974 


In  loving  memory  of  her  brother,  John  A.  Rishel 
and  'his  wife,  Maxy  E.  Ringler  presented  her 
annual   memorial   gift   to  the   Missionary  Board. 

*  *     * 

The   South   Bend,    Indiana   Church    memorialized 

members  as  follows: 
Earl  Corbridge 

Mrs.  Ruth  Moore,  mother  of  Ed  Bottorff 
Mrs.  Ida  H.  Pitts,  mother  of  John  Harden,  Sr. 
George  N.  Beamer 

Clem  Mamerow,  father  of  Kathryn  Shields 
Roland  V.  Maurer,  father  of  Mrs.  Owen  KiWer 

*  *     * 

Memorials  were  received  from  the  Washington, 
D.C.  Brethren  Church  in  loving  memory  of  the 
following: 

Mr.  Edwin  Beachley,  brother  of  Mrs.  Laura 

Holiday 
Mr.  Simon  Peter  Wilhams,  brother  of 

Mrs.  Daisy  Rhodes 
Mr.  Earl  Lehman  and  Mr.  Ralph  Lehman, 

'brothers  of  Mr.  Glenn  Lehman,  Sr. 
Mrs.  Christine  Action,  sister  of  Mrs. 
Catherine  Wood 


The  Truth  Seeker's  Class  of  the  First  Brethrei 
Churoh,  Park  St.,  Ashland  gave  a  memorial  gif 
to  the  work  in  Colombia  in  memory  of  Dr.  C.  E 
Lentz 

*  *     * 

Memorials  to  SaUie  Griffith  Dugan  were  treceiv* 
from    the    Woman's    Missionary    Society    of    th< 
Masontown  Brethren  Church  and  also  Esther  Mi 
Ankrum  and  Mary  Alice  Bowman. 

The  members  of  the  Turah  Locke  Bible  Class  sent 
a  gift  in  loving  memo'ry  of  Mrs.  Vergie  Mdlnturfffc 
mother  of  Mrs.  Ruth  Conner  and  Mrs.  Endor^ 
BuriU. 

*  *     * 

Luda  Hall  Poctfenberger  sent  her  yearly  remeir 
brance  to  the  Krypton  missian  in  memory  of  he 
father.  Reverend  Joseph  T.  Hall. 

*  *     * 

Evan  L.  Hamilton  sent  a  gift  to  missions  in  lovin) 
memory  of  Thobum  Lyon,  member  of  the  Wasll 
ington  D.C.  Church. 
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7th  ANNUAL  WMS  CONGRESS  IN  ARGENTINA 

by  Maria  Miranda 


MI^ON 
COOPERATION 


September  20-22,  1974  the  ladies  of  the  Missionary  Societies  iiad  the  priviledge 
of  attending  our  7th  annual  Congress,  with  the  best  attendance  ever.  We  had  chal- 
lenging messages,  and  as  we  shared  the  blessing  that  the  Lord  has  given  us,  we 
had  a  wonderful  time. 

Our  project  for  1974,  was  to  raise  money,  so  that  we  may  help  purchase  the 
pulpit  for  the  first  Church  in  Colombia.  We  feel  that  even  in  a  rather  small  way 
we  wanted  to  be  a  part  of  the  Missionary  Work  of  the  Brethren  Church  Worldwide. 
Also  part  of  the  collected  money  will  go  to  purchase  or  provide  for  the  down-pay- 
ment oif  a  piece  of  land  for  one  of  the  new  Extension  Churches,  to  be  open  this  com- 
ing year. 

As  for  1975,  we  have  all  launched  out  in  faith,  to  do  more  than  twice  that  which 
has  been  done  before.  The  Brethren  Church  in  Argentina  is  laimching  a  new  Church 
Growth  plan.  Three  of  the  most  experienced  pastors  wUl  be  moved  to  new  towns 
to  open  new  work  and  establish  new  churches.  So  the  Women's  Missionary  Society, 
by  faith,  is  planmng  to  pay  for  the  rent  of  one  of  the  parsonages  needed  for  that 
new  effort. 

We  ibeUeve  that  we  have  a  good  group  of  women,  that  wUl  pray  and  give  so 
that  our  goal  may  be  reached.  Pray  for  us,  pray  for  the  leaders  otf  our  church  in 
Argentina,  and  for  each  one  of  us  that  we  might  have  the  burden  to  support  the 
missionary  work.  As  I  was  re-elected  to  be  the  president  of  this  wonderful  group, 
and  with  the  ones  that  also  were  re-Clected  and  those  new  ones  that  make  the  Na- 
tional Committee,  we  pray  that  the  Lord  wUl  bless  us,  and  will  also  bless  those 
other  women  in  the  United  States,  that  have  done  so  much  so  that  the  gospel  could 
be  preached  to  this  Land. 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


PART  OF  FECI 


The  following  neius  item  from  the  MISSIONARY  NEWS  SERVICE 
tells  of  the  formation  of  neiv  evangelical  body  in  India  of  tvhich  the  Breth- 
ren Mission  of  India  and  our  missionaries  the  Prasantha  Kumars  and  noiv 
Vijaya  Kumar  form  a  part. 


Akola,  India  (MNS)  —  FSfteen  church  bodies 
representing  more  than  500  congregations  meeting 
here  November  3,  1974,  announced  the  formation 
of  the  Federation  of  EvangeUcal  Churches  of 
India  (FECI).  The  15  constituent  bodies  have  an 
aggregate  memibership  of  over  75,000.  Site  of  the 
gathering  was  the  headquarters  of  the  Christian 
and  Missionary  Alliance  here. 

The  evangelization  of  India  and  the  deifense  otf 
the  historic  faith  were  among  the  goals  stated  at 
the  inauguration  ceremonies,  as  some  150  dele- 
gates participated  in  the  three  days  of  celebration. 

The  federation  marks  the  climax  of  20  years  of 
vision,  prayer  and  discussion,  and  four  years  of 
negotiations  by  32  evangelical  church  bodies.  Only 
half  of  these  bodies  participated  in  the  inaugura- 
tion. Some  churches  are  still  awaiting  final  ap- 
proval from  their  church  councils,  and  in  a  few 
cases,  from  their  mission  boards,  according  to 
a  report  by  Bruce  NichoUs,  International  Coor- 
dinator of  the  Theological  Assistance  Program  of 
the  World  Evangelical  Fellowship  who  was  pres- 
ent at  the  gathering. 


The  inaugural  address  was  given  by  P.  T.  Cham 
dapiila.  General  Secretary  of  the  Union  of  Evaiw 
gelical  Students  of  India  and  member  of  the  St 
Thomas  Evangelical  Church  of  South  India.  Dr, 
I.  Ben  Wati,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Evangel- 
ical Fellowship  of  India,  offered  the  prayer  oi 
dedication.  The  President  of  the  Federation,  Revj 
y.  T.  Aghamkar  (C&MAl,  and  the  Vice  President, 
Rev.  T.  C.  George  of  the  reformed  St.  Thomasi 
Evangelical  Church  of  South  India,  conducted  -the 
communion  service. 

"The  Federation  has  the  potential  of  becoming 
a  major  force  in  the  Church  in  India  and  in  the 
life  of  the  nation  with  strong  national  leadership 
and  the  good  will  of  the  supporting  church,"  aoi 
cording  to  NichoUs.  "Evangelical  church  groups 
remaining  outside  the  present  ecumenical  Churcih 
unions  number  at  least  500,000.  The  Federation 
has  the  possibility  of  equaling  the  size  the  United 
Church  of  North  India  formed  three  years  ago.". 

Many  of  the  churches  in  the  FECI  are  the  fruil 
of  missions  within  the  IFMA  and  EFMA,  NichoMsl 
said. 
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The  genius  of  ithe  Federation  Is  the  dynamic 
concern  of  its  leaders  for  evanigelism  and  church 
growth  rather  than  its  constitutional  structure. 
This  was  clearly  evidenced  in  the  3-day  workshop 
on  evangelism  and  church  grow^th  which  imme- 
diately followed  the  celebrations  as  a  part  of  the 
inauguration  activities.  Dr.  Vergil  Gerber,  Execu- 
tive Director  of  the  Evangelical  Missions  Informa- 
tion Service,  and  Dr.  Donald  McGavran,  Dean 
Elmeritus  of  Fuller  Theological  Seminary's  School 
of  World  Mission,  along  with  Professor  Middleton 
(Union  Biblical  Semtnciry,  Yeotmal),  excited  the 
the  participants  to  new  and  specific  goals  in  evan- 
gelism. At  the  end  of  the  workshop  the  church 
leaders  set  realistic  goals  of  planting  70  new 
churches  durinig  the  coming  year. 

The  planning  committee  of  FECI  decided  to 
appoint  a  full-time  director  for  church  planting 
and  leadership  training.  They  agreed  to  make 
greater  use  of  Bible  School  and  Seminary  students 
along  with  indigenous  missionaries  from  groups 
like  the  Tamil  missionary  prayer  bands  of  South 
India  in  their  church  planting  projects. 

One  of  the  early  actions  of  the  negotiating  com- 
mittee of  the  Federation  was  to  appoint  working 
commissions  in  evangelism,  cross-cultural  mis- 
sions, youth,  church  education,  and  social  concern. 
The  leaders  stress  the  priority  of  the  establishing 
and  nurture  of  new  churches,  the  strengthening 
of  fellowship  between  scattered  churches,  and  the 
defense  of  the  historic  evangelical  faith,   calling 


for  a  clear  Biblical  witness  in  the  midst  of  radi- 
cally secular  or  religiously  syncretlstic  church 
ideologies  now  threatening  the  growth  of  the 
churches  in  India. 

The  structure  of  the  Federation  is  grounded  on 
the  principle  of  the  primacy  of  the  local  church 
as  the  visible  community  of  the  people  of  God. 
As  a  federal-type  union  of  churches,  it  recognizes 
that  each  member  body,  whether  an  autonomous 
local  church  or  a  denominational  grouping  of 
churches,  will  retain  its  freedom  in  matters  of 
church  poUcy,  administration,  worship,  property 
and  finance,  but  wlU  share  together  in  the  out- 
reach of  the  Church  in  the  world.  Local  churches 
will  have  direct  representation  in  the  regional 
assemblies,  while  member  bodies  together  with 
regional  assembly  representation  will  form  the 
General  Assembly.  At  the  triennial  General  Assem- 
bly local  churches  will  re  represented. 

One  of  the  first  actions  of  the  new  Executive 
Committee  was  to  appeal  to  the  Prime  Minister, 
Indira  Gandhi,  to  appoint  an  impartial  commission 
to  investigate  the  alleged  persecution  of  Christians 
and  the  burning  of  their  churches  in  the  North 
East  State  of  Arunachal  Pradesh.  Another  was 
to  jom  with  other  organizations  in  inviting  BUly 
Graham  to  come  to  India  during  1976. 

Congratulations  were  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  India  and  from  many  Evangelical  church 
and  mission  leaders. 


BRETHREN  HOUSE  BEAT 


A  Home  Mission  Minisfty  in  St.  Pelenbatg,  floridi     J%k^- 

Si-.     pMi&uubtsch    :,^^;,      ' ' 

4(1^       Bonnie  Manson  '^j^- 


It  was  the  week  before  Christmas.  After  my 
7:00-3:00  day  at  school,  I  trudged  into  Brethren 
House  to  see  what  was  going  on.  This  is  my  usual 
practice,  but  I  usually  don't  stay  long.  I'm  too 
tired  after  teaching  to  an  open-space  school  all 
day. 

But  this  day  I  decided  to  try  to  "catch"  the  in- 
terest of  a  few  children  m  Christmas  music.  I 
never  get  enough  of  that.  "Come  on,  Joan.  Let's 
smg  some  Christmas  carols,"  I  suggested.  Joan 
and  I  went  to  the  piano  bench  and  I  began  playing 
and  stoging  "Away  to  a  Manger."  Joan  didn't  want 
to  stay,  but  soon  I  -was  surrounded  by  others. 

Some  stayed  for  only  one  or  two  songs,  but 
Brad,  Bert,  Amy  and  EmmaLou  kept  requesttog 
additional  ones.  "Let's  try  21,"  Brad  would  say 
and  so  we  would  stog  that  one.  The  books  I  was 
ustog  were  Mttle  paperback  ones  with  only 
Christmas  music.  I  think  Brad  and  Bert  and 
EmmaLou  selected  every  song  to  that  little  book 
and  would  have  done  them  agato  if  I  had  been 


able  to  stay  but  by  that  time  I  had  to  get  supper 
underway. 

They  selected  the  old  favorites — "Silent  Night" 
(2  times),  "O  Come,  AH  Ye  Faithful,"  "It  Came 
Upon  the  Midnigiht  Clear" — ^but  also  some  of  the 
classics:  "Lo,  How  a  Rose,"  by  Palestrtoa  and  "O 
Little  One  Sweet,"  by  Bach. 

If  I  had  said,  "Now  everyone  must  come  and 
sing  Christmas  carols;  we  wlU  begto  with  "Lo, 
How  a  Rose  E'er  Bloomtog,"  I  would  have  en- 
countered resistance.  But  the  selections  were  their 
ideas  and  they  wanted  to  sing.  They  also  wanted 
to  be  close  to  me.  EmmaLou  pulled  her  chair  right 
up  to  the  piano.  I  had  to  put  my  left  arm  around 
Amy  sitting  with  me  on  the  bench  to  play  the  bass 
notes.  It  was  a  beautiful  experience.  I  went  ho'me 
rested.  We  all  enjoyed  singmg.  Some  to  Brethren 
House  didn't  join  us  but  they  heard  the  music  as 
they  were  conttouing  their  leamtog  tasks.  I  must 
try  that  more  often. 

JEAN 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


The  Old  Versus  the  New 


Hello!  Happy  19751  If  you're  like  me,  you're  just 
now  getting  back  into  the  old  grind  after  the 
hustle  and  bustle  of  the  Holiday  season. 

As  I  tried  to  think  of  a  fitting  subject  for  the 
new  year,  my  mind  went  to  the  last  part  of  the 
Jith  chapter  of  Romans.  It  concerns  the  battle 
between  the  old  and  the  new  natures  present 
within  all  of  us.  Sometimes  I  feel  like  I'm  a  hope- 
less case  in  God's  eyes.  I  continually  sin,  even 
when  I  want  to  do  What  is  right.  It  seems  Uke 
all  I  get  done  is  asking  God's  forgiveness.  Some 
times  it  can  get  very  discouraging.  But  you  know 
something?  The  great  apostle  Paul  had  those 
same  feelings!  Don't  believe  rne?  Listen  to  what 
he  says  in  Romans  chapter  7  starting  with  verse 
15: 

"I  don't  understand  myself  at  all,  for  I  really 
want  to  do  what  is  right,  but  I  can't.  I  do  what  I 
don't  want  to — ^what  I  hate.  I  know  perfectly  weU 
that  what  I  am  doing  is  wrong,  and  my  bad  con- 
science proves  that  I  agree  with  these  laws  I  am 
breaking.  But  I  can't  help  myself,  because  I'm 
no  longer  doing  it.  It  is  sin  inside  me  'that  is 
'Stronger  than  I  am  that  makes  me  do  these  evil 
things. 

I  know  I  am  rotten  through  and  through  so 
far  as  my  old  sinful  nature  is  concerned.  No  mat- 
ter which  way  I  turn  I  can't  make  myself  do  right. 
I  want  to  but  I  can't.  When  I  want  to  do  good,  I 
don't;  and  when  I  try  not  to  do  wrong,  I  do  it 
anyway.  Now  LE  I  am  doing  what  I  don't  want  to, 
it  is  plain  where  the  trouble  is:  sin  still  has  me 
in  it's  evil  grasp. 

It  seems  to  be  a  fact  of  life  that  when  I  want  to 
do  what  is  right,  I  inevitably  do  what  is  wrong. 
I  love  to  do  God's  wiU  so  far  as  my  new  nature  is 
concerned;  but  there  is  something  else  deep  within 
me,  in  my  lower  nature,  that  is  at  war  with  my 


by   Beth   Gilmer 


mind  and  wins  the  fight  and  makes  me  a  slave  to 
the  sin  that  is  stiU  vidthin  me.  In  my  mind  I  want 
to  be  God's  willing  servant  but  instead  I  fiadf 
myself  still  enslaved  to  sin. 

So  you  see  how  it  is:  my  new  life  tells  me  to 
do  right,  but  the  old  nature  that  is  still  inside  me 
loves  to  sin.  Oh,  What  a  terrible  predicament  I'mi 
in!  Who  will  free  me  from  my  slavery  to  this 
deadly  lower  nature?  Thank  God!  It  has  beeni 
done  by  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  He  has  set  men 
free."   (Living  Bible) 

Hey!  I  don't  know  about  you,  but  I  sure  am  glad* 
that  last  sentence  is  in  there.  If  it  wasn't,  there< 
would  be  no  hope.  As  Paul  goes  on  in  Romans: 
chapter  8  he  explains  what  he  means  in  that  last; 
sentence  of  chapter  7.  God  gives  us  power  throughl 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  win  the  battle  over  our  old  evili 
nature.  By  ourselves,  we  can  do  nothing  to  combat: 
our  sinful  nature.  It  controls  us.  But  when  we 
turn  ourselves  over  to  the  Holy  Spirit's  control, 
he  fights  the  battle  for  us  .  .  .  and  wins!  Then 
Paul  says  (chapter  8,,  verse  9)  "So,  dear  brothers, 
you  have  no  obligations  whatever  to  your  sinfuli 
nature  to  do  what  it  begs  you  to  do."  With  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  control,  the  new  nature  reigns.  And* 
you  know  what?  When  the  new  nature  reigns,- 
there  is  no  more  war.  And  when  there  is  no  morei 
war,  there  is  peace. 

Have  you  ever  felt  like  there  was  a  battle  goingl 
on  inside  you?  The  good  part  of  you  against  the 
bad  part  of  you?  It  doesn't  feel  very  good,  does* 
it?  In  fact,  it's  downright  miserable.  What  better 
way  is  there  to  start  the  New  Year  than  by  letting, 
your  new  nature  reign  supreme?  In  other  words,- 
turning  yourself  completely  over  to  the  Holy: 
Spirit's  control.  Result:  inner  peace  and  happiness.- 
You  can't  lose!  Think  about  it — and  have  a  Happy 
New  Year. 
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Girls!  I  sat  down  a  couple  days  ago  and  looked 
up  to  see  what  societies  had  registered  last  year. 
I  was  amazed  .  .  .  and  then  worried.  Why  wasn't 
I  hearing  from  all  these  groups  this  year? 

As  of  January  6,  1975,  I  have  received  regis- 
trations fro'm  the  following  churches: 


Warsaw,  Jr.  &  Sr. 
New  Lebanon,  Jr. 
Burlington 


Wayne  Heights 
Park  St.,  Sr. 
Ardmore 
Vinco,  Jr. 


So,  why  am  I  worried? 

(1)  Last  year  we  received  registrations  from 
at  least  19  more  societies  than  this  year. 

(2)  We,  as  National  Officers,  need  to  know 
who  we  are  representing  and  serving.  Who  are 
you??  Where  are  you?? 

(3)  The  Sisterhood  board  has  decided  that  at 
conference  in  August,  in  order  to  be  a  Sisterhood 
delegate,  you  must  be  registered  with  me,  the 
General  Secretary,  and  have  your  dues  paid.  (Un- 
less, of  course,  you  do  all  of  that  when  you  arrive 
at  conference.)  So  registration  is  important  this 
year. 

As  of  January  6,  1975,  these  are  the  societies 
who  have  not  registered  that  did  register  last 
year: 


Loree,  comlbined 
Elkhart,  Jr. 
VaUey,  combined 
Nappanee,  Sr. 
Gratis,  combined 
Williamstown, 

combined 
Corinth 
Vinco,  Sr. 
Berlin,  combined 


Mulvane,  combined 
Hagerstown 
Goshen,  coimbined 
Bryan 
Johnstown  n, 

combined 
Mt.  Olive,  Jr.  &  Sr. 
Lanark 
Park  St.,  Jr. 
Linwood,  Jr.  &  Sr. 


This  list  is  complete  as  far  as  I  know.  If  your 
society  is  listed,  please  let  me  hear  from  you 
very  soon. 

If  you  are  a  new  patroness  this  year,  you  may 
not  have  been  aware  that  registration  of  cill  mem- 


bers should  have  been  sent  in  to  the  National 
General  Secretary  by  October  1.  If  that  is  the 
case,  even  though  it  is  February,  it  is  not  too  late 
for  your  group  to  register.  Also,  new  patronesses: 
If  you  are  at  a  loss  as  to  how  you  can  get  all  this 
information,  your  answer  is  only  100  away.  Send 
a  letter  to  Joan  McKinney  at  415  Claremont  Ave., 
Ashland,  Ohio  44805.  She  can  send  you  a  Sister- 
hood manual  which  lists  everything'  there  is  to 
know  about  Sisterhood.  She  also  has  little  stickers 
to  put  in  your  program  booklets  that  tell  such 
information  as  when  registrations,  dues,  and 
Thank  Offerings  are  supposed  to  be  sent  in  to 
the  National  officers  and  who  to  send  them  to. 
Also,  the  goals  and  suggested  reading  books  for 
your  group  are  available  on  stickers.  All  your 
questions  can  be  answered  .  .   .  WRITE  JOAN! 

National  dues  for  members  were  due  January 
31,  1975,  so  if  you  are  reading  this  and  your  group 
has  not  sent  in  their  dues,  you  missed  it!  How- 
ever, it  is  stUl  not  too  late!  Just  send  $1.50  for 
each  Sr.  member  and  $1.00  for  each  Jr.  member 
to  Cathy  Harding,  R.R  No.  2,  Box  240B,  Ashland, 
Ohio  44805. 

Thank  offering  is  not  due  until  July  15,  so  you 
stni  have  plenty  of  time  to  work  on  that.  Thank 
Offering  boxes  are  also  available  from  Joan 
McKinney.  With  a  box  around,  it  isn't  so  easy  to 
forget  your  penny  offering  every  day.  A  penny 
a  day  .  .  .  that  doesn't  seem  like  much,  but  you'll 
be  surprised  how  fast  it  adds  up. 

Girls,  I  know  I've  laid  a  lot  on  you,  and  I  should 
have  done  it  before  now.  These  things  are  im- 
portant. If  your  society  is  on  the  delinquent  reg- 
istration list,  please  let  me  hear  from  you  soon. 
I  will  also  be  overjoyed  to  hear  from  any  new 
societies.  Keep  active  in  National  Sisterhood! 
Write  me: 

Beth  Gilmer 

415  Claremont  Ave. 

Ashland,  Ohio    44805 


WANTED! 


Informat-ion  needed 

National   Sisterhood    Registrations 
from 
(I.)    Name   of  church    or  society 
(2.)    Name,   address   and   age   of  each   girl 
(3.)    Name   and   address   of   patronesses 

THESE  WERE  DUE  OCTOBER  1.  1974! 
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WOMEN'S  LAB 


"MY  BONNIE  .  . 


Perhaps  the  title  of  this  vignette  under  the 
microscope  in  WOMEN'S  LAB  should  be  "Otir 
Bonnie,"  for  we  all  claim  the  young  lady  as  our 
special  ambassador  and  as  the  object  of  our  loving 
admiration. 

You  doubtless  recognize  that  "Our  Bonnie"  is 
no  other  than  the  enterprising  lass  w^ho  is  such  a 
moving  spirit  and  source  of  inspiration  at  Brethren 
House  in  St.  Petersburg,  Florida — Bonnie  Munson. 

Watching  her  perform  her  innumerable  services 
to  the  young  people  is  a  magnificent  experience. 
She  not  only  teaches  sew^ing  to  eager  little  girls, 
tout  she  brings  alive  the  Bible  stories  to  small  fry 
and  comes  up  with  astonishing  ideas  for  giving 
greater  meaning  to  them. 

She  shows  them  what  it  means  to  love  one 
another.  She  helps  prepare  materials  and  conduct 
workshops,  both  at  Brethren  House  and  in  other 
churches.  Together  with  the  Lersches,  she  is 
compiling  materials  to  aid  church  school  workers 
make  Bible  teaching  more  meaningful. 

So  resourceful,  understanding,  and  practical  is 
she  that  the  Lersches  wonder  how  they  ever  got 
along  without  her.  She's  just  "what  the  doctor 
ordered"  for  the  work  at  Brethren  House.  If  she 


should  be  away  lor  several  days,  the  children  let 
it  be  known  in  no  uncertain  terms  that  they  miss 
her  and  want  her  to  hurry  back. 

Having  known  Bonnie  since  she  was  about  a 
year  old,  this  writer  has  observed  the  unfolding 
of  a  beautiful  spirit  in  this  fine  Christian.  With 
an  A.B.  degree  from  AsMand  College  and  a 
Master's  degree  from  the  University  of  Arizona, 
Bonnie  is  eminently  qualified  lor  the  work  she  is 
doing.  In  fact,  with  her  skill  and  know-how,  she 
might  easUy  command  a  high  salary  and  prom- 
inent position  in  some  public  or  private  school; 
however,  Bonnie  prefers  to  provide  her  loving 
service  in  a  far  less  auspicious — ^but  more  spirit- 
ually rewarding — ministry. 

As  most  of  our  readers  know,  Bonnie  is  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Munson  of 
Ashland.  She  has  a  younger  sister,  DeboraJi,  who 
frequently  visits  her  in  Florida  and  pitches  into 
the  work  with  zeal  to  match  that  of  her  sister. 

To  make  a  long  story  Short,  if  you  want  to  know 
who  Bonnie  is,  ask  the  children  at  Brethren  House, 
where  she  is  like  a  whole  set  of  spark  plugs  in 
the  engine  of  a  Lincoln  Continental.  SHE  IS  THE 
GREATEST!     il 
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HOW  TO  .  .  .  Start  to  Begin! 


Have  you  had  any  GAF  (Golden  Agers  Fellow- 
ship) meetings  or  activities  in  your  church?  Some 
congregations  (Brush  Valley,  Pennsylvania  for 
instance)  initiated  GAF  ia  their  Churches  imme- 
diately after  the  1974  General  Conference  and 
others  reported  they  had  been  invoilved  in  some 
of  the  suggested  programs  and  activities  even  be- 
fore The  Benevolent  Board  developed  GAF.  These 
groups  are  to  be  commended  and  encouraged  to 
continue  a  developing  program  among  the  senior 
citizens  of  their  congregations. 

But  what  about  those  who  have  not  attempted 
specific  activities  for  the  elderly?  GAF  is  the 
handle  that  can  be  used  to  open  the  door  to  new 
horizons  for  our  older  members. 

We  would  Hke  to  suggest  one  method  of  start- 
ing to  begin  .  .  .  GAF  .  .  .  and  you  may  develop 
other  procedures: 

1.  Hold  a  Fellowship — Invite  all  senior  citizens 
of  your  congregation  to  a  fellow^shlp — ipotluck, 
salad  and  dessert,  or  light  refreshments.  You 
might  want  to  honor  one  or  more  of  the  re- 
tirees for  significant  achievements  they  have 
made.  Plan  for  time  to  discuss  GAF  and  dis- 
cover needs  the  elderly  have  that  could  be 
supphed  through  the  program.  This  first  fellow- 
ship could  be  initiated  by  an  interested 
retiree/s,  pastor,  or  younger  person. 

2.  Appoint  a  Committee — Desire  for  a  Golden 
Agers  Fellowship  should  come  from  within  the 
group  of  retirees  although  at  times  they  may 
need  a  helping  hand  from  another  person/s 
or  group/s  in  the  church.  Therefore,  a  com- 
mittee should  (be  formed  to  begin  development 
Of  the  GAF  program  to  meet  the  specific  needs 
of  the  group  which  will  vary  from  church  to 
church  and  community  to  community. 

3.  Survey  of  Interests — Perhaps  one  of  the  first 
tasks  of  the  committee  should  be  to  discern 
the  interests  and  needs  of  the  senior  citizens 
in  the  church  so  they  can  plan  meaninigful  pro- 
grams and  activities.  A  questionnaire  should 
be  developed  that  wUl  be  simple  for  retirees 
to  record  their  interests  and  needs.  A  sample 
survey  is  shown  here: 
SURVEY   OF  INTERESTS   AND   NEEDS 

A  committee  is  working  on  development  of  special 
programs  and  activities  for  our  retirees  and  we 
need  your  help  NOW  for  future  planning.  Please 
Sheck  the  items  below  that  you  are  interested  in 
or  need. 
INTERESTS: 

Slide  programs 

Table  games 

Shuffleboard 

Potluck  meals 

Group  birthday  party 


(contintied  on  next  page) 
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Bible  studies 

Holiday  dinners;  ie:   Thanksgiving, 

Ciiristmas,  Easter,  4th  of  July 
Craft  projects — crocheting,  quilting, 

leatherwork,  woodworking,  knitting, 

chair-caning,  etc. 

Fix-it  Shop 

Demonstration  programs  (flower 

arranging,  hobby  items,  etc.) 
Other   , , 

NEEOS : 

Transportation  (for  church,  shopping, 

doctor,  etc.) 

Help  wtith  yard  work 

Meal  preparation 

FaJl  or  spring  cleaning  help 

,__^  Small  maintenance  assistance  for  home 

Someone  to  read  to  me 

Assistance  in  legai  matters,  filling 

out  forms,  etc. 
Other   ,     


NAME 

ADDRESS 
PHONE 


You  will  think  of  other  things  to  place  on  the 
survey  as  it  should  be  tailor-made  for  your  group. 

4.  Planning — After  the  fellowship,  appointing  of 
a  committee  and  surveying  the  needs  and  In- 
terests of  retirees  in  the  congregation,  the 
committee  should  make  plans  for  developing 
the  GAF  program  in  their  church.  Planning 
programs  to  satisfy  interests  is  not  difficult 
but  meeting  needs  is  more  challenging.  The 
committee  may  act  as  a  clearing  house  to  make 
known  what  types  of  help  are  needed.  They 
may  feel  the  necessity  of  another  committee 
to  handle  needs  only.  The  group  may  be  able 
to  help  each  other  in  some  areas  but  in  other 
instances  help  may  have  to  be  sought  out  from 
other  groups  in  the  church  who  want  a  service 
project  such  as  WMS,  youth  groups.  Laymen, 
Sunday  School  classes,  etc.  Also  help  may  be 
obtained  from  community  or  governmental 
programs  for  the  aging.  In  some  cases  it  may 
be  the  opportunity  of  the  GAF  to  develop  and 
initiate  community  programs  many  of  which 
may  be  funded  by  the  federal  government.  (See 
p.  3  No.  d  in  the  GAF  booklet). 

Start  to  Begin— NOW! 


HOW  TO  .  .  .  Get  the  Latest! 


A  large  segment  of  the  publishing  world  is  con- 
centrating its  efforts  in  the  field  of  geratology, 
retirement,  opportunities  for  senior  citizens,  geron- 
tology, and  problems  and  needs  of  the  aging. 

Individuals  interested  in  keeping  current  in 
this  field  should  consider  reading  the  foUowlng: 

*  THE     GIFT     OF     RETIREMENT,     Liliane 

Giudice.  Publisher:  John  Knox  Press,  1971. 
$3.95,  hardback. 
Synopsis — wife's  thoughts  upon  her  husiband's 
retirement. 

*  REHEARSE  BEFORE  YOU  RETIRE,  Elmer 

Otte.  Publisher:  Retirement  Research, 
P.O.  Box  107,  Appleton,  Wisconsin  54911, 
1970.  $2.50,  paperback. 
Synopsis — ^how  to  prepare  for  retirement  with 
action  ideas,  quizzes  and  responses  which 
make  it  a  good  book  for  a  study  by  any- 
one, especially  people  nearing  retirement 
in  Sunday  School  classes  or  study  groups. 

*  RETIREMENT    IS    WHAT    YOU    MAKE    IT, 

D.    Shelby    Corlett.     Publisher:     Warner 
Press,    Inc.,    1973.    $1.50   paperback. 
Synopsis — ideas  are  presented  on  how  to  live 
active   and   interesting   retirement   years. 

*  DON'T    PUT    ON    YOUR    SLIPPERS    YET, 

Colena  M.  Anderson.  Publisher:  Zonder- 
van,  1971.  $3.95,  hardback. 
Synopsis — interesting  approach  to  many  prob- 
lems of  retirement  such  as  How  to  Ciet 
Along  on  a  Reduced  Budget,  How  to  Ad- 
just to  the  Loss  of  a  Mate,  How  to  Con- 
tribute to  the  Lives  of  Those  Around  You, 
How  to  Cope  with  Bigger  Medical  Bills 


well 


inspirationalJ 


and     others 

thoughts. 
NOBODY  EVER  DIED  OF  OLD  AGE,  Sharon.! 

R.    Curtin.    Publisher:    Atlantic   Monthly* 

Press  Book,   1972.  $6.95,   hardback. 
Synopsis — caustic  writing  of  a  young  woman  J 

w'ho  is  critical  of  inany  programs  for  thett 

aging.  Some  good  thoughts  and  ideas  but! 

the  language  is  often  salty!  ' 
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HOW  TO  .  .  .  Find  New  Help! 


We  would  like  to  acquaint  you  with  a  group 
doing  signifioant  work  for  mature  Americans  that 
you  may  want  to  participate  in  if  you  are  not 
already  a  memlber. 

The  American  Association  of  Retired  Persons 
(AARP)  is  the  nation's  largest  nonprofit  organ- 
ization for  mature  Americans.  Its  one  and  only 
purpose  is  to  serve  all  older  persons,  to  help  them 
■meet  their  problems  more  realistically,  more 
economically,  more  successfully.  AARP  has  more 
than  6%  milMon  members. 

The  Association  was  organized  in  1958  under 
the  leadership  of  Dr.  Ethel  Percy  Andrus,  its 
founder  and  first  president  who  had  also  been 
responsible  for  the  creation  of  the  National  Re- 
tired Teachers  Association.  Inspired  by  the  success 
of  NRTA  and  its  many  services  to  its  members 
and  in  answer  to  a  flood  of  urgent  requests  from 
througihout  the  nation.  Dr.  Andrus  led  the  way  in 
estabUshing  AARP  as  a  national  organization 
open  to  all  mature  Americans  55  and  over,  whether 
retired  or  not. 

AARP's  vast  membership  makes  it  possible  to 
place  within  your  reach  some  of  the  necessities 
and  even  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life.  AARP 
helps   stretch   the   purchasing   power   of  reduced 
income   or   the   limited   pension   dollar.   An  ever- 
growing array  of  services  is  available  to  you  as 
an    AARP    member,    each    one    researched    and 
gi>ecially  designed  by  leading  experts  in  the  field. 
Your  memtoership  in  AARP  assures  the  Associa- 
tion's continuing  efforts  on  your  behalf  to  .  .  . 
.  .  .  seek  ways  to  better  the  Uves  of  persons  in 
their  middle  and  later  years;  to  help  them 
meet  life's  demands  economically  and  more 
successfully;  to  help  them  retain  independ- 
ence, dignity  and  self-respect ;  to  help  them 
avoid  the  pitfalls  of  the  later  years. 
.  .  .  Promote  vital   legislation   for  the  mature. 
AARP  has  played  an  increasingly  meaning- 
ful role  in  bringing  about  improvements  in 
Medicare    and    increased    Social    Security 
benefits. 
.  .  .  obtain  group  health  insurance  proigrams  for 
older  persons  adapted  to  their  needs  and 
podketbooks — insurance  for  those  who  were 
once  considered  uninsurable. 
Any  man  or  woman  55  or  over — whether  work- 
ing,  semi-retired  or  retired — can  join  AARP  for 
the   small   annual   membership   fee  of  $2   which 
includes  the  spouse. 

AARP's  colorful  bi-monUily  magazine  MODERN 
MATURITY  and  the  informative  monthly  News 
Bulletin  are  sought-atfter  reading  material  because 
they  are  written  for  the  mature.  These  publica- 
tions are  yours  as  part  of  your  AARP  membership. 
AARP's  Home  Delivery  Pharmacy  Service  offers 
medicines,  prescriptions  and  supplies,  postage 
preipaid,  at  prices  members  can  afford.  Service 
centers  are  strategically  located  across  'the  United 
States  to  best  serve  the  membership. 

AARP's  more  than  1700  local  chapters  through- 
out the  United  States  work  actively  to  inform 
members  of  AARP's  programs  and  aims  and  to 


aid  them  with  answers  to  their  questions  and 
problems. 

AARP's  Travel  Service  offers  a  choice  of 
economy  or  luxury  tours  and  trips  with  congenial 
members. 

AARP's  member  discount  privileges  offer  special 
rates  at  leading  hotel  and  rent-a-car  chains. 

AARP's  Institute  of  Lifetime  Learning  conducts 
classes  in  regional  centers  across  the  United  States 
and  offers  home-study  courses. 

AARP's  Tax-Aide  Program  and  Consumer  In- 
formation Proigram  guide  the  mature  individual 
through  many  financial  dilemmas  and  help  to 
prevent  costly  mistakes.  The  Consumer  Informa- 
tion provides  four  basic  functions  for  members: 
(1)  acts  as  a  clearinghouse  for  information  on 
consumer  affairs;  (2)  conducts  consumer  educa- 
tion programs;  (3)  acquaints  members  with  basic 
economic  principles,  budgeting,  price  comparison, 
installment  purchasing  and  consumer  frauds;  (4) 
assists  members  with  consumer  complaints  or 
inquiries  by  directing  them  to  the  appropriate 
parties. 

AARP's  Retirement  Guide  publications  help 
memlbers  learn  to  cope  wdth  this  new  phase  of  life 
when  it  occurs. 

AARP's  Crime  Prevention  Program  helps  mem- 
ibers — and  all  older  citizens — avoid  becoming  vic- 
tims of  crime.  AARP  sponsors  crime  prevention 
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programs  conduoted  by  trained  volunteer  leaders, 
with  the  assistance  of  local  police  officials. 

AARP's  Group  Health  Insurance  Program  was 
expressly  designed  to  work  in  conjunction  with 
Medicare  for  members  over  65  and  give  members 
under  age  65  protection  to  supplement  other  pro- 
grams. Included  are  two  Skilled  Nursing  Facility 
and  Home  Nursing  Care  Plans,  worthwhile  in- 
hospital  protection  and  valuable  out-of-hospital 
coverage.  Available  only  to  AARP  members — ^with 
the  opportunity  for  enrollment  guaranteed  to  all 
members — AARP  Group  Health  Insurance  Plans 
provide  benefits  payable  directly  to  you  with  no 
restrictions  on  the  use  to  which  you  put  the  pay- 
ments. You  receive  benefits  for  eligible  sickness  or 
hospitalization  no  matter  what  other  health  insur- 
ance you  may  own — ^Lncluding  Medicare. 

AARP's  Consulting  Service  provides  renowned 
specialists  who  serve  as  consultants  to  private  and 
government  groups  on  pre-retirement  and  retire- 
ment programs. 

AARP's  Senior  Community  Service  Aides  Proj- 
ect recruits  interested  persons  55  and  over  who 
are  unemployed  and  places  them  in  community, 
public  service  and  private  employment  where  they 
wUl  either  regain  lost  skills  or  be  trained  in  an 
entirely  new  occupation. 

AARP's  Church  Programs  provide  information 
to  religious  leaders  of  aU  faiths  to  help  them 
assist  their  clergy  and  laity  to  make  better  prepa- 
ration for  retirement  and  to  find  greater  spiritual 
satisfaction  in  retirement. 

AARP — Recommended  Auto  Insurance  was  de- 
signed by  the  Association  with  a  progressive  in- 
surance company,  which  also  perceived  this  great 
need  for  automotoile  insurance  for  mature  drivers. 
They  created  DRIVERPLAN  PLUS,  a  policy  with 
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a  limited  cancellation  feature  and  a  guaranteed 
renewable  feature  which  offers  a  broad  range  ocE 
coverages. 

AARP — Recommended  Mature  Temps,  Inc.  is 
now  serving  members  in  a  number  of  major 
metropolitan  areas  across  the  country.  As  an 
AARP  member,  you  may  take  advantage  of  this 
new  concept  that  has  assisted  thousands  of  mature 
persons  to  supplement  their  retirement  income. 
This  important  service  is  free.  As  an  AARP  mem- 
ber, you  wiU  be  personally  informed  when  Mature 
Temps,  specialists  in  temporary  employment, 
opens  its  office  in  your  area. 

AARP's  Driver  Improvement  Program  offers 
the  Defensive  Driving  Course  with  the  purpose  of 
updating  driving  habits  by  giving  older  persons 
the  opportunity  to  learn  the  latest  defensive  driv- 
ing and  safety  techniques. 

AARP — Recommended  Life  Insurance  is  de- 
signed to  help  provide  members  with  the  addi- 
tional life  insurance  they  may  need  in  these  times 
of  soaring  prices  and  withering  assets.  This  insiur- 
ance  may  be  obtained  at  a  reasonable  cost  and 
without  a  physical  examination. 

There  are  more  than  1,700  local  AARP  chapters 
which  work  for  local  communities  and  the  aims 
and  programs  of  the  national  organization.  At  the 
community  level,  they  give  all  members  55  years 
of  age  or  over,  retired  or  not,  an  opportunity  to 
meet  and  know  others  with  similar  interests,  as 
well  as  opportunities  for  leadership  and  intellectual 
growth.  Meetings  are  generally  held  during  the 
daytime  making  it  easier  to  become  involved. 
Local  church  groups  of  GAF  could  hook  into  this 
program  and  become  a  chapter  if  they  have  25 
members  or  more.  The  foUowing  application  can 
be  used  to  send  your  memlbership  to  AARP: 


Please  make  your  check  or  money  order  payable  to  AARP 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  RETIRED  PERSONS 

National  Headquarters:     1909  "K"  Street,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20006 

The  nation's  largest  nonprofit  organization  for  Older  Americans. 

You  are  eligible  for  membership  if  you  are  55 

or  over,  whether  retired  or  not. 

OFFICIAL  MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

I  tvould  like  to  join  the  American  Association  of  Retired  Persons  (AARP). 

I  am  55  years  old  or  older. 

* /  enclose  $2  for  one  year  * /  enclose  $5  for  three  years 

NAME 

ADDRESS    

CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


DATE  OF  BIRTH 
SIGNATURE  


*  For  membership  outside  the  United  States,  the  membership  dues  are 

$8.00  for  three  years. 
Membership  dues  of  $2.00  includes  $1.00  for  subscription  to  MODERN 
MATURITY  and  $.50  for  subscription  to  the  AARP  NEWS  BULLETIN. 
To  enjoy  AARP  benefits  and  services,  only  the  husband  or  wife  needs  to 
be  a  dues-paying  member  of  the  Association. 

If  your  GAF  group  is  interested  in  becoming  an  AARP  chapter  with  its  bene- 
fits, just  write  to  the  national  headquarters  listed  on  the  application  blank  and  re- 
quest information  on  becoming  a  local  chapter  of  the  Association. 
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THOBURN  C.  LYON 


Elder  Thobum  C.  Lyon,  78,  of  Woodstock,  Vir- 
ginia died  Tuesday  morning,  December  17,  1974  in 
the  Shenandoah  County  Memorial  Hospital. 

He  was  born  July  3,  1896  in  Washington,  D.C. 
the  son  of  Pastor  WiEiam  M.  Lyon  and  Fannie 
S.  Lyon  who  was  the  daughter  of  Elder  Ephraim 
Stoner  of  Union  Bridge,  Maryland. 

On  October  16,  1916  he  married  LiUie  M.  Riten- 
our,  a  member  of  the  Washinigton,  D.C.  church. 
Albout  1917,  while  his  father  was  'pastor  of  the 
Washington  Church,  he  was  "called"  to  the  Breth- 
ren ministry.  In  1920  he  became  associate  pastor 
with  his  father  of  the  Washington  Church  and 
was  formally  ordained  by  his  father  and  Dr.  Louis 
S.  Bauman  about  mid-1923,  and  in  October  of  that 
year  assumed  the  pastorate  of  the  Fairview 
Brethren  Ohuroh  which  was  located  near  Wash- 
ington Courthouse,  Ohio. 

In  1925  circumstances  dictated  a  change  of  cli- 
mate and  a  brief  period  of  time  was  spent  in 
Florida  and  later  in  1925  a  return  to  Washington, 
DjC.  to  accept  a  position  with  the  United  States 
Government. 

He  served  as  supply  Pastor  for  a  summer  at 
the  St.  James,  Maryland  Brethren  Churoh.  While 


serving  for  the  government  he  was  chief  of  the 
Aeronautical  Chart  Branch  of  the  U.S.  Coast 
and  Geodotic  Survey. 

He  was  the  author  of  "PRACTICAL  AIR 
NAVIGATION."  Along  with  many  of  his  articles 
Which  have  appeared  in  various  issues  of  THE 
BRETHREN  EVANGELIST  his  book,  "WITNESS 
IN  THE  SKY"  published  by  Moody  Press  still 
bears  testimony  "that  in  many  ways  the  stars  are 
outstanding  symbols  of  God — a  faithful  witness 
in  the  sky  to  the  timeless  beauty  and  matchless 
love,  dominion,  and  power  of  God." 

Surviving  are  his  wife,  LalUe;  a  son,  Kenneth 
W.  Lyon  of  SUver  Spring,  Maryland;  a  daughter, 
Margaret  L.  Fox  of  Alliance,  Ohio;  a  sister,  Mrs. 
Meredith  L.  Porte  of  Tacoma  Park,  Maryland;  a 
brother,  Quinter  M.  Lyon  of  California;  four 
granddhildren  and  two  great-grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  Robert 
KepUnger,  pastor  of  the  Washington  D.C.  Brethren 
Church  and  Rev.  P.  Kent  Bennett,  pastor  of  the 
Brethren  Church  in  Maurertown,  Virginia.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Maurertown  Brethren  Church 
Cemetery. 
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TINKEL-GRAY 

The  wedding  of  Paula  Elizabeth  Tinkel  to  Daniel 
LesUe  Gray  was  on  December  28,  1974  in  The 
Meadow  Crest  Brethren  Ohurch.  Paula  is  the 
daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Tinkel;  Grand- 
daughter of  Rev.  Arthur  H.  Tinkel  of  Wabash. 
Paula  is  a  memiber  of  The  Meadow  Crest  Brethren 
Church.  She  received  her  B.S.  degree  in  Elemen- 
tary Education  from  Ashland  College  on  December 
18.  1974.  Dan  is  a  member  of  The  Bryan  First 
Brethren  Church,  a  Senior  at  Fort  Wayne  Bible 
College,  a  Licensed  Minister  in  the  Indiana  Dis- 
trict of  Brethren  Churches,  and  is  the  Minister  to 
Youth  at  Meadow  Crest  Brethren  Church. 

They  will  be  living  at  10310  Gold  Meadow  Drive, 
Fort  Wayne.  The  Bride's  father  and  grandfather 
were  in  charge  of  the  wedding. 


PRICE-SIPE 

Miss  Jill  Mae  Price  and  Roy  Lynn  Sipe  were 
united  in  marriage,  October  26,  1974,  at  the  Vinco 
Brethren  Church.  Rev.  C.  William  Cole  performed 
the  double  ring  candlelight  ceremony. 

The  bride  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph 
Price;  the  bridegroom  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roy  E.  Sipe,  Jo^hnstown,  Pennsylvania. 

JiH  is  a  member  of  the  Vinco  Brethren  Church. 


GODWIN-CRAFT 

Julie  Godwin,  a  member  of  the  Papago  Park 
Brethren  Ohuroh  and  David  Craft,  a  member  of 
the  Tucson  Brethren  Church,  were  united  in 
marriage  by  Rev.  W.  Clayton  Berkshire  on  Decern-  ; 
ber  14,  1974.  The  ceremony  took  place  in  the  sane- " 
tuary  of  the  Papago  Park  Brethren  Church, 
Tempe,  Arizona.  < 

*     *     *  u 

YARIAIV-ASH  f 

The  First  Brethren  Ohurch  of  Tucson,  Arizona, 
was  the  setting  November  28  for  the  marriage 
of  Patricia  Joan  Yarian  and  the  Rev.  Floyd  Duaine 
Ash.  Maid  of  honor  was  the  bride's  twin  sister 
Sandra.  Best  man  was  Dick  Cronican. 

The  bride  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earlj 
R.  Yarian  of  4464  N.  Romero  Rd.  Rev.  Ash  is  the^ 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Floyd  O.  Ash  of  Sacramento,  -j 
California.  Rev.  StogsdUl  officiated  at  the  wedding.  ! 

The  newlyweds  are  at  home  in  Sacramento.       l 


^jY^JUm/aM 


A    daughter,   Holly   Jayne,   bom  December  26,'^j 
1974  to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Harma.  The  Hannas 
are    serving    the   Main    Street   Brethren   Ohurch,! 
Meyersdale,  Pennsylvania. 


Goldenaires 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Pottenger  quietly  cele- 
brated their  63rd  wedding  anniversary  on  Decem- 
ber 13,  1974.  They  are  members  of  the  North 
Manchester,  Indiana  Church. 


MEMBERSHIP  GROWTH 

New  Paris,  Indiana — 4  by  letter,  2  by  baprtism 
Burlington,  Indiana — 3  by  baptism 
Sarasota,  Florida — 3  by  baptism 
Mexico,  Indiana — 3  by  baptism 
Elkhart,  Indiana — 20  by  baptism 
6  by  letter 
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Memorials 


HOLDEN 

Rqss  Earl  Holden,  67,  passed  away  December 
15,  1974.  Surviving  are  his  wife  VioJet;  daughter 
Sharon  of  Kendall vWle,  Indiana;  three  sons,  Rich- 
ard and  Herbert  of  Fort  Wayne  and  Merle  of 
Nappanee.  Mr.  Holden  was  a  Charter  member  of 
the  iMeadow  Crest  Brethren  Church. 

Service  held  at  The  Meadow  Crest  Brethren 
Church  on  Thursday,  December  19,  1974,  by  Pastor 
Paul  D.  Tinkel. 

*     *     * 

OCKER 

Miss  Cheryl  A.  Ocker,  14,  died  December  11, 
1974.  She  was  a  memlber  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  OakviHe,  Indiana.  Cheryl  had  fought 
her  illness  for  many  years  and  never  wavered  in 
her  faith  in  our  Lord.  Her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Francis  Ocker,  and  her  brothers  and  sisters  are 
saddened  by  their  loss  but  rejoice  at  her  gain. 
Services  were  conducted  by  Pastor  J.  L.  Fields. 


a^  CHURCH 
NEWS 


DERBY,  KANSAS 

GO  DERBY  GROW 

This  was  the  title  oi  a  report  appearing  in  the 
Brethren  EvangeUst  early  in  the  fall.  And,  as 
we  take  inventory  of  the  work  at  the  close  of  1974 
we  are  praising  the  Lord  that  we  can  stiU  report 
steady  growth!  The  Lord  has  blessed  us  tremen- 
dously in  so  many  ways! 

The  FAMILY-AJMONTH  program  is  stiLL  work- 
ing. In  16  months  it  has  only  failed  to  produce  a 
famUy  each  month  once  (August) !  The  Lord  oon- 
tiniues  to  answer  our  prayers  for  open  doors  and 
open  hearts.  He  has  provided  our  needs  in  so 
m:any  special  ways  throughout  the  year.  To  illus- 
trate: We  began  a  Children's  Church  prOigram  the 
first  Sunday  in  October.  Our  Church  pianist  vol- 
unteered to  direct  Children's  Church  11.  That  left 
us  without  a  dhurdh  pianist.  The  same  week  I 
Visited  in  the  home  of  one  of  our  new  "Family-a- 
Month"  families  and  inquired  conceminig  their 
interests  regarding  involvement  in  the  program  at 
the  church.  Mrs.  B  said  "I  play  the  piano  and  would 
be  interested  in  doing  so,  if  there  was  a  need."  I 
replied:  "We  have  a  need  right  now — next  'Sunday! 
Will  you  play  the  piano  for  our  worship  servdces?" 
And  she  was  delighted  to  do  so!  (It  turns  out  that 
this  lady  was  a  music  major  in  college!)  P.T.L! 
This  has  happened  repeatedly  for  us  throughout 
the  year  .  .  .  teachers,  workers,  w^hatever.  When 
we  have  had  a  need,  we  have  laid  it  before  the 


Lord,    and    He    has    marvelously    answered    our 
prayers  and  honored  our  trust  in  Him! 

The  congregation  moved  out  in  faith  this  past 
June  and  set  some  goals  for  the  Sunday  School 
and  Church  (see  the  previous  report).  We  have 
realized,  or  nearly  so,  every  one  of  the  goals  for 
1974!  Our  membership  Goals  was  60  and  we  ended 
the  year  with  64  imembers — a  50%increase  for  the 
year! 

Our  average  attendances  Show  even  great 
gain. 

4th  Quarter  4th  Quarter       %  of 


1973 

1974 

increase 

Sunday  School             34 

62 

81% 

Worship  Hour             39 

73 

87% 

Evening  Program       35 

62 

77% 

Mid-week  Program     19 

36 

90% 

Our  high  attendance  for  Sunday  morning  was  100 
on  Christmas  Sunday!  We  filled  the  church  one 
Sunday  evening  (wall-to-wall  people)  wdth  205  in 
attendance  to  view  "A  Thief  In  The  Night." 

New  families  continually  are  coming  to  worship 
with  us.  The  first  Sunday  of  the  new  year  2  new 
families  were  in  the  service  and  one  indicated  on 
the  Visitor's  card  that  they  were  interested  in 
uniting  "with  the  church! 

We  now  have  3  youth  groups  meeting  on  Sun- 
day evening.  A  Children's  Choir  was  started  in 
Novemiber  by  Mrs.  Solomon  and  an  Adult  Choir 
is  toeing  organized  to  begin  in  this  new  year.  Our 
Wednesday  evening  program  is  geared  for  the 
entire  family  with  something  for  every  ages,  in- 
cluding a  nursery  for  the  Uttle  ones.  We  are  con- 
vinced that  we  must  plan  programs  for  the 
whole  family  if  we  expect  to  have  any  part  of  the 
family  present. 

We  have  growing  pains — always  looking  for 
more  class  room  space  and  etc.  But  we  praise 
the  Lord  for  this  and  trust  that  He  -will  meet  these 
needs  for  us  when  the  time  comes  as  He  has  every 
other  need. 

George  W.  Sokmion,  pastor 
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SARASOTA,  FLORIDA 

This  month  the  Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church 
beg'ins  its  ninth  year  on  Radio  Station  W.Q.S.A. 
(1220  AM),  which  was  formerly  Station  W.S.A.F., 
from  Sarasota,  Florida  (Sundays  at  8  a.m.)  This 
month  we  are  also  beginning  a  new  broadcast  over 
W.H.L.T.  (AM  1300— FM  103.1)  out  of  Huntington 
and  Columbia  City,  Indiana.  This  program  will  be 
heard  Sunday  afternoons  at  1:30  p.m.  following 
the  BilJy  Graham  "Hour  of  Decision."  The  "Breth- 
ren Hour"  is  also  heard  every  Saturday  at  11  a.m. 
on  the  West  Coast  of  Florida  out  of  Largo  on 
W.S.S.T.  (800  AM),  and  from  Sarasota's  newest 
Christian  Station  W.K.Z.M.  (105.5  FM)  at  8  a.m. 
on  Sundays.  The  "Brethren  Hour"  was  the  first 
Christian  program  to  be  heard  on  Sarasota's 
W.Q.S.R.,  a  100,000  watt  FM  Radio  Station;  and 
was  also  heard  for  eight  months  on  W.X.L.T. 
(T.V.)   Channel  40  in  Sarasota. 

During  these  past  eight  years  John  Hamel  has 
been  the  chief  engineer  of  the  "Brethren  Hour" 
and  has  also  helped  to  build  stations  W.K.Z.M. 
and  W.Q.S.R.  in  Sarasota.  Our  pastor.  Dr.  J.  D. 
Hamel,  is  also  a  member  of  the  National  Religious 
Broadcasters  of  America. 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 

GARBER  BRETHREN 
ASHLAND,  OHIO 

For  8  months  our  Sunday  School  had  been 
struggling  along  with  an  average  of  8  students  in 
the  Primary  Department.  In  August  my  wife  and 
I  attended  a  Learning  Center  Seminar  conducted 
by  Phil  Lersch  and  Bonnie  Munson  from  St. 
Petersburg,  Fl.  and  went  away  excited  to  try  it 
in  our  church.  After  taHcing  more  on  the  idea  of 
how  to  begin  with  Mary  Ellen  Drushal,  we  started 
our  own  Learning  Center  called  "The  Second  Com- 
ing of  Jesus."  Within  a  matter  of  2-3  weeks  our 
Sunday  School  attendance  began  to  climb.  Our 
average  attendance  doubled.  Those  attending  be- 
gan to  invite  their  friends,  many  of  whom  have 
remained  faithful  since  the  close  of  the  Learning 
Center  for  the  fall  quarter.  The  Learning  Center 
gave  new  strength  to  our  Sunday  School,  the  re- 
sults being  felt  even  into  the  adult  classes.  AU 
of  this  was  made  possible  through  the  devoted 
effort  of  our  teachers,  Pat  Andress,  Nancy  Coff-, 
man,  and  Bonnie  Gibson. 

Garber  Brethren  Church 
Pastor,  Ralph  Gibson 


A  TREE  GROWS  IN  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  — PART  II 


Several  months  ago  there  appeared  in  the 
"Brethren  Evangelist"  an  account  of  the  Bible 
tree  which  was  "growing"  in  the  sanctuary  of  the 
Wayne  Heights  Brethren  Church.  The  members 
of  the  congregation  had  entered  into  a  Bible  read- 
ing program  which  involved  the  reading  of  a  book 
of  the  Old  Testament  each  week.  Then  during  the 
Sunday  evening  services  the  pastor  brought  a 
message  on  the  book  of  the  week.  As  a  book  was 
completed  by  any  member  of  the  congregation  a 
colored  leaf  was  placed  on  the  tree  which  stood 
at  the  front  of  the  sanctuary.  Many  folks  engaged 
in  the  Bible  reading  program,  and  when  the  final 
book  was  read  and  the  final  message  preached, 
there  were  approximately  1400  leaves  on  the  tree! 

On  Sunday  evening,  December  29th,  a  recogni- 
tion service  was  held  for  those  who  had  completed 
the  reading  of  the  Old  Testament  during  this 
program  of  systematic  reading.  The  pastor  pre- 
sented to  each  of  these  Brethren  a  large,  illus- 
trated study  copy  of  the  New  Testament.  Thu'teen 
men  and  women  were  honored  for  this  accom- 
plishment— and  a  number  of  others,  while  not 
completing  the  entire  Old  Testament,  did  read 
large  portions  of  it.  Special  mention  should  be 
made  of  one  of  those  who  completed  this  reading 
program — Sister  Delia  LaughUn.  Sister  Laughlin, 
who  is  now  confined  to  her  home,  was  ninety-five 
years  old  when  she  participated  in  this  Bible-read- 
ing project! 

Those  who  completed  the  reading,  and  who  were 
present  on  December  29th  to  receive  their  awards 
were:  Irene  Beckner,  Lena  Hammond,  Mary 
Laughlin,    John   Schlegel,    Charles    Gift,    Rennert 


Stevens,  Elizabeth  Sachs  and  Fred  Hammond..' 
Shown  in  the  picture  are  Sisters  Delia  Laughlinii 
(seated)  and  Vera  Laughlin — both  Oif  whom  com-| 
pleted  the  reading  of  the  Old  Testament.  Other^ 
who  finished  this  reading  program,  but  who  were! 
not  able  to  be  present  for  the  presentation  ofif 
awards  were:  Delores  Kline,  Blmeda  Kitzmiller^ 
and  Jean  Moats.  j 

Plans  are  now  underway  to  engage  in  a  similar^ 
reading  and  preaching  program  for  the  Newi 
Testament  later  on  in  1975. 


January  25,  1975 
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BRHHREN 


Serv^nq  Th)-ouqh  Sew'mc^  " 


It  has  been  over  6  months  since  this  "new 
book"  was  first  distributed  at  the  1974  General 
Conference. 

Every  church  received  at  least  two  copies — either 
at  Conference  or  by  mail.  (If  you  have  not  seen 
or  heard  of  it  yet — ask  around,  check  into  it, 
FIND  IT!) 

The  World  Relief  Board  provided  the  booklet, 
however  it  contains  more  than  just  sewing  facts 
about  "World  ReUef."  Included  under  one  cover 
are: 

WORLD  RELIEF 

BRETHREN  CARE  and  BRETHREN  HOME 
BRETHREN  MISSIONS  IN  INDIA 
LOCAL  COMMUNITY  NEEDS. 
The  purpose  is  to 

(1)  List  the  articles  needed  by  each  group, 

(2)  Give  suggestions  on  how  to  make  them, 

(3)  and  TeU  where  to  send  them  when 
completed. 

The  information  given  is  the  latest  available,  for 
we  contacted  each  of  the  agencies  in  recent 
months.  It  supercedes  what  may  have  been  printed 
or  said  in  the  past.  In  other  words,  to  the  best 
of  our  knowledge,  you  may  rely  on  what  is  jninted 
there.  Please  read  it  carefully! 

If  you  have  found  that  2  copies  are  not  enough 
for  your  church,  we  vwU  be  glad  to  supply  addi- 


tional booklets.  We  are  anxious  that  they  be  in 
use,  for  they  serve  no  purpose  just  sitting  here 
in  our  box. 

Conversations  in  the  SEWING  ROOM  at  last 
year's  General  Conference  confirmed  that  many, 
many  sewing  projects  are  being  completed  in  vari- 
ous groups  across  the  country.  It  is  encouraging 
to  know  that  so  many  of  our  Brethren  women 
are  serving  our  Lord  through  their  sewing.  A  part 
of  the  purpose  of  the  booklet  is  to  clarify  the  needs 
that  exist  and  promote  further  involvement. 

SEVERAL  OF  YOU  LADIES  HAVE  BEEN 
USING  THE  NEW  "GUIDE"  FOR  SEVERAL 
MONTHS.  PLEASE  WRITE  AND  TELL  US 
WHAT  YOU  ARE  DOING  IN  YOUR  SEWING 
GROUP. 

*How  has  the  booklet  helped? 
*What  is  yet  needed  by  way  of  information? 
*What  have  you  done  with  what  you 
have  made? 
PLEASE    TAKE    A    MOMENT    TO    DROP    US 
A    FEW    LINES.    WE'LX,    PASS   THEM   ON    TO 
OTHERS.  We  thank  you! 

BRETHREN  WORLD 

RELIEF  BOARD 

Pastor  Phil  Lersch,  Chairman 

6301  56th  Avenue,  N. 

St.  Petersiburg,  FL    33709 


THE  BLESSING  OF  GRANDCHILDREN 

Aside  from  that  of  parerathood 

I  know  no  thrill  at  all 
What  can  compare  with  joyous  hours 

When  our  grandchildren  call. 

No  matter  what  our  problems  lare, 

They  seem  to  fade  away. 
It's  like  a  ray  of  sunshine  when 

Our  sky  is  dark  and  gray. 

Now,  parenthood  is  wonderful, 

And,  this,  no  one  denies, 
But  grandparenthood  is  next  to  it. 

What  blessings  it  supplies! 

Norman  McPherson 
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World   Religious   News 

in   Review 


NAZABENE   SUNDAY   SCHOOL  ROLLS 
DOUBLE    'WORLD   MEMBERSHIP' 

KANSAS  CITY  (EP)— Enrollment  dn  Sunday 
schools  of  the  Ohurch  of  the  Nazarene  this  year 
has  been  more  than  twice  the  total  of  the  denom- 
ination's worldwide  membership. 

Moreover,  the  differential  alone  is  higher  than 
the  total  Nazarene  membership. 

There  have  been  1,175,212  pupils  enrolled  in 
Nazarene  Sunday  schools  in  1974.  This  compares 
with  a  world  Nazarene  membership  of  566,904  this 
year.  The  difference  in  the  figures — 608,308 — is 
itself  greater  than  the  denomination's  membership. 

BIBLE-CENTERED   CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION  HELD  FLOURISHING 
THROUGHOUT  U.S. 

DENVER  (EP)— Sunday  schools  that  take  a 
Bible-centered  approach  to  Christian  education 
flourish  today,  according  to  the  immediate  past 
president  of  the  National  Association  of  Pro- 
fessors of  Qhristian  Education   (NAPCE). 

Dr.  Ron  Chadwick,  professor  at  Grand  Rapdds 
(Mich.)  Baptist  Seminary,  was  interviewed  here 
during  the  group's  meeting,  which  was  held  con- 
currently with  meetings  of  the  National  Assocda- 
tion  of  Directors  of  Christian  Education  and 
Executive  Secretaries  of  Christian  Education. 

In  Dr.  Chadwick's  view,  this  growth  is  due  to 
a  Bible-centered  approach.  "When  the  Word  of 
(Jod  is  the  foundation  upon  which  we  build,"  he 
said,  "then  there  is  validity,  a  meaningfulness  to 
the  experience.  We  have  seen  the  results.  The 
academic  approach  of  the  liberal  churches  has  not 
always  been  the  answer." 

IN  GLOOM,  DOOM,  SCHULLER  SEES 
CHURCH  IN  TREMENDOUS  GROWTH 

NEW  YORK  (EP)— Despite  predictions  of 
doom  and  plummeting  attendance,  the  church 
today  may  be  entering  a  new  age  of  "tremendous 
growth,"  according  to  Dr.  Robert  Schulleir,  noted 
TV  pastor  and  author. 

"I  am  very  optimistic  albout  the  future  of  the 
church,"  he  said  in  an  interview  here  with  Tammy 
Tanaka  of  Religious  News  Service. 

Dr.  Schuller  said  the  phenomenal  success  of  his 
20-year-old  miinistry  at  Garden  Grove  Community 
Church  in  California  Is  visible  proof  that  any 
church  can  grow  with  the  right  "success  formula." 

He  said  the  "church  has  had  a  tendency  to  place 
the  blame  for  the  non-growth  on  the  sins  of  the 
society  around  them.  The  truth  is,  we  have  not 
been  growing  because  we  have  not  been  offering 
what  the  world  needs." 


BUDDHIST  SECT  REPORT 
19%   GROWTH  IN  YEAR 

SANTA  MONICA  (EP)— The  Nichlren  Shoshu 
Buddhist  sect  reports  that  its  U.S.  membership 
has  grown  at  least  19  per  cent  in  a  year. 

Nichiren  Shoshu,  the  U.S.  mission  of  Sokagakkaii 
In  Japan,  is  most  widely  known  for  its  chant, 
"Nam-myoho-renge-kyo,"  Which  leaders  say  leads 
to  happiness  and  success. 

MADALYN  O'HAIR  WORRIES  AS  CHURCH 
INFLUENCE  DROPS 

AUSTIN,  Tex.  (EP) — The  nation's  most  prom-i 
inent  atheist  says  sihe  isn't  happy  because  church^ 
membership  is  down  and  the  church's  "influencei 
much  less  than  it  used  to  be  and  their  control 
over  poUtics  becoming  less  bnpoirtant.  .  .  ." 

The  reason  Mrs.  Madalyn  Murray  O'Hair  isn't' 
counting  her  blessings,  she  told  Jim  Gallagher  oif^i 
Knight  Newspapers,  is  that  'history  indicates  thati 
"When  the  church  is  In  trouble  it  makes  the  mos^ 
demands." 

Today's  demands,  she  said,  indude  aid  to  pan>o 
chial  schools  and  the  outlawing  of  abortion  and 
birth   control. 

"Churches  have  captured  all  the  symbols — 
they're  getting  all  'the  money,"  she  said.  "Everyj 
time  a  person  is  in  a  crisis,  he's  put  in  the  hands 
of  the  churches — ^hospitals,  nursing  homes,  ele-: 
mentary  schools,  foster  care,  detention  facOities. 
What  does  a  priest  or  minister  know  about  thesai 
things?" 

In  her  latest  book,  Freedom  Under  Siege,  Mrs, 
O'Hair  accuses  contemporary  religions  of  being) 
morally  and  ethically  bankrupt  and  denies  they) 
have  a  right  to  'be  the  arbiters  of  morality."  She:( 
said  Americans  need  to  "hammer  out  some  decent 
ethics  and  morality  for  our  times,  divorced  fromr 
the  idea  of  primitive  tribes  wandering  in  the  des- 
ert 4,000  years  ago." 

LINDSEY   STILL   TOPS   AMONG 
ZONDERVAN'S    BOOKS 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  Mich.  (EP)— Author  Mali 
Lindsey's  books  on  biblical  prophecy  are  stUll 
among  the  top  sellers  for  the  Zondervan  Cor-r 
poration.  '■ 

The  Liberation  of  Planet  Earth  is  at  the  leaifi 
among  trade  books  and  The  Late  Great  Planeti 
Earth  is  tops  among  mass-market  paperlmcks  anw 
also  second  in  the  trade  books.  { 

Llndsey  has  organized  Harvest  House  in  Irvinet^i 
CaUf.,  to  publish  books  whose  profits  go  into  the< 
C3iristian   Associates  non-profit  organization. 
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'DYING  WITH  DIGNITY' 
SYMPOSIUM'S  THEME 

EASTON,  Mass.  (EP)— The  issues  of  the  "living 
Will"  and  "dying  with  dignity"  have  gained  more 
attention  than  all  other  aspects  of  the  rights  of 
terminal  patients,  a  symposium  was  told  here  at 
Stonehill  College. 

In  determining  the  medical  treatment  for  the 
terminally-ill  person,  "we  have  to  ask  what  should 
be  done  in  the  best  interest  of  the  patient,"  said 
Dr.  Edwin  H.  Cassem,  a  Jesuit  priest  and  a  Har- 
vard Medical  School  psychiatrist.  "That  doesn't 
mean  you  use  the  heart-lung  maohine  just  because 
it's  there." 

"I  vidsh  that  God  would  tap  me  on  the  shoulder 
and  tell  me  what  he  wants,"  Dr.  Cassem  told  the 
300  persons  attending  the  symposium  on  the  rights 
of  ithe  terminal  patient.  But  he  unfortunately  gave 
us  the  terrifying  responsibility  to  make  the  de- 
cision and  With  the  moral  conscience  he  gave  me, 
the  sick  person  and  I  have  to  decide  how  we  can 
ibest  use  technology." 


CHRISTMAS  1974:   NEVER  MORE 
MEANINGFUL,   CHURCHMEN   SAY 

NEW  YORK  (BP)— In  a  world  filled  with  rising 
economic  uncertainty,  hunger,  hate  and  war,  what 
is  the  justification  of  heralding  the  birth  of  Jesus, 
the  Prince  of  Peace?  What  are  the  hopes  and 
challenges  of  Christmas  1974? 

Religious  leaders  in  their  Christmas  messages 
note  that  it  is  precisely  the  low  moral  tone  and 
despair  of  the  world  at  this  hour  that  makes  the 
hope  and  joy  brought  to  earth  by  Jesus  Christ 
more  meaningful  today  than  ever  before. 


RARE  TABLETS  UNEARTHED 
AT   BAPTIST   'DIG' 

TEL  AVIV  (EP) — Tablets  unearthed  in  the 
summer  of  1974  by  Southern  Baptist-sponsored 
archaeologists  may  shed  light  on  the  history  of 
Israel  more  than  3,000  years  ago. 

Excavating  for  the  third  season  at  Tel  Aphek- 
Antipatnis  necU?  here,  a  150-memiber  international 
work  force  uncovered  two  rare  fragmentary  clay 
tablets. 

They  also  uncovered  a  stone-built  tomb  of  the 
Late  Bronze  Age  (circa  13th  century  B.C.),  whole 
vessels  of  pottery  dating  to  the  IsraeUte  Monarchy 
(11th- 10th  century  B.C.),  and  a  Canaan! te  public 
building. 


GRADY   WILSON   DAY'   HONORS 
CLOSE  BILLY  GRAHAM  FRIEND 

BLACKWELL,  Tex.  (EP)— "Grady  Wilson  Day" 
drew  some  2,000  persons  to  a  huge  tent  at  West 
Texas  Ranch  for  Christ  near  here  Nov.  24  to 
honor  the  evangelisit  who  is  a  long-time  friend 
and   professdonal   colleague  of  BMy   Graham. 

On  the  previous  day,  a  private  observance  of 
"Grady  Wilson  Day"  was  held  on  the  same  site 
for  some  250  friends  and  associates. 

In  addition  to  the  honoree.  Who  said  he  was 
'absoluetely  flabbergasted,"  other  famed  Chris- 
tians participating  in  the  events  included  Mr. 
Graham  and  singer  Ethel  Waters. 


'FATHER  OF  GREEN  REVOLUTION' 
WARNS  OF  MASS  STARVATION 

SANTIAGO,  Chile  (EP)  —  Dr.  Norman  E. 
Borlaug,  winner  of  the  1971  Nobel  Peace  Prize 
for  his  work  in  agriculture,  said  here  that  the 
world  hunger  crisis  is  so  acute  that  without  mass- 
ive aid  millions  will  die  in  the  coming  year. 

He  also  charged  that  the  recent  World  Food 
Conference  in  Rome  was  "just  talk"  and  "nothing 
tangible  was  done"  to  forestall  the  pending  star- 
vation of  the  masses  in  such  countries  as  India 
and  Bangladesh. 

Dr.  Borlaug,  Widely  known  as  the  "father  of  the 
Green  Revolution,"  was  in  Chile  to  offer  advice 
on  methods  of  improving  wheat  yields.  His  work 
in  developing  strains  of  high  yield  wheat  won 
him  the  Nobel  Prize. 

Calling  the  ciorrent  fo-^d  crisis  the  worst  since 
World  War  II,  Dr.  Borlaug  predicted  that  the 
deaiths  in  densely  populated  countries  such  as 
India  are  going  to  make  the  fatalities  from  star- 
vation caused  by  drought  in  the  Sahara  lands,  in 
comparison,    look   like   very   small   numbers. 


THIEF  GETS  SERMON,  NO  CASH 

SOUTH  BEND,  Ind.  (EP)— After  twice  being 
victimized  in  the  past,  Mrs.  I^ouise  H.  Norton,  70, 
shook  her  finger  at  an  armed  robber  and  de- 
clared, "I  am  going  to  church  and  you  are  going 
to  Hell!" 

The  lady  turned  and  walked  toward  the  sanc- 
tuary nearby,  fuUy  expecting  to  be  shot.  But  she 
told  police  later  the  young  man  of  about  25  who 
had  brandished  a  pistol  and  demanded  i>er  purse 
ran  away. 


SOLZHENITSYN  URGES  RELIGIOUS 
AND  MORAL  'AWAKENING' 

STOCKHOLM  (EP)— Alexander  I.  Solzhenitsyn 
delivered  here  a  four^hour  discourse  about  life 
in  the  Soviet  Union  and  called  for  a  moral  and 
religious  revolution  throughout  the  world. 

"For  the  East,  but  also  for  the  West,  there  is 
no  salvation  except  moral  and  religious  awaken- 
ing," the  exiled  Russian  Nobel  Prize  winning 
author  told  newsanen  after  he  obtained  rights  to 
the  Nobel  award  granted  him  in  1970. 

Because  of  What  he  called  the  world's  "psycho- 
logical" problems,  Solzhenitsyn,  56„  said  a  moral 
revolution  is  necessary,  but  he  refused  to  say 
whether  he  believes  in  orthodox  theological  prin- 
ciples and  teaching. 

"I  believe  the  most  promising  is  the  moral 
revolution  that  I  have  mentioned,"  he  said.  "The 
method  of  physical  revolutions  should  stop 
througihout  the  world,  because  never  have  prob- 
lems been  solved  by  this  method. 

"As  to  my  country  .  .  .  how  can  they  defend 
the  present  pseudo-socialism  in  recent  years  when 
too  much  has  come  out  about  Lenin.  Another 
tendency  is  emerging.  First  Stalin  was  the  scape- 
goat, now  they  bury  Lenin  and  resort  to  Marx." 
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BILLY  GRAHAM  CELEBRATION 
COM>nTTEE  DONATES  $25„000 
TO  FAMINE  RELIEF 

LOS  ANGELES  (EP)  ^Organizers  of  the  Billy 
Graham  25th  Anniversary  Celebration  recently 
held  at  the  Hollywood  Bowl  have  presented  $25,000 
to  an  African  famine  relief  project.  It  was  at  Billy 
Graham's  suggestion  that  the  committee  ear- 
marked part  of  the  Celebration  income  for  this 
cause. 

In  addition  to  the  famine  funds,  Edward  L. 
Johnson,  treasurer  for  the  commibtee,  announced 
that  the  budget  of  $122,681  for  the  three-day 
September  event  was  met  through  offerings  and 
mail  appeals. 

Co-sponsors  of  the  event  were  the  Washington, 
D.C.-based  evangelical  magazine  Christianity  To- 
day, and  a  commiittee  of  area  laymen  and  clergy 
men  under  the  ahairmanship  of  Dr.  Lloyd  Ogilvie, 
minister  of  Hollywood  First  Presbyterian  Church 
and  committee  chairman. 


SEN.  HATFIELD  SEES  HUNGER  AND 
FAMINE    'MORE   EXPLOSIVE' 
THAN  ATOMIC  WEAPONS 

BETHESDA,  Md.  (EPj-^Hunger  and  famine 
are  "more  explosive  than  all  atomic  weaponry 
possessed  by  the  big  powers,"  Sen.  Mark  O. 
Hatfield  (R.-Ore.)  told  the  congregation  at  Fourth 
Presbyterian  Church  here. 

In  a  sermon  titled  "World  Hunger  and  Christian 
Responsibility,"  the  conservative  Baptist  layman 
isaid  "we  hear  so  much  about  the  threat  to  our 
national  security,  and  we  measure  that  threat  by 
comparing  the  number  of  war  planes,  bO'mbs  and 
warships  to  other  great  powers." 

But  the  senator  added:  "Hunger  and  famine  will 
do  more  to  de-stabilize  this  world;  it's  more  ex- 
plosive than  all  atomic  weaponry  possessed  by  the 
ibig  powers.  Desperate  people  do  desperate  things; 
and  remember  that  nuclear  fission  Is  now  in  the 
hands  of  even  the  developdng  countries,"  in  many 
of  which,  he  said,  hunger  and  famine  is  most 
serious. 

The  senator  is  a  member  of  both  the  Agriculture 
and  the  Foreign  Operations  subcommittees  of  the 
Senate  Appropriations  Committee  where  foreign 
aid  and  Food  for  Peace  programs  are  funded. 


GAMBLING  YES,  GOSPEL  NO 
IN  BUCKEYE  CITY 

LANCASTER,  Ohio  (EP)— Big  Bear  Stores,  Inc., 
has  a  policy  of  no  solicitation  among  customers, 
so  the  manager  here  phoned  police  when  he  caught 
young  people  from  Calvary  Baptist  Church  dis- 
tnibuting  gospel  Uterature  on  the  store's  property. 

Later,  the  Baptists  noticed  that  customers  of 
the  Big  Bear  were  being  soUcited  at  the  store's 
checkout  counters  for  purchase  of  Ohio  Lottery 
tickets. 

Baptist  Pastor  B.  C.  Jenrilngs  is  filing  suit  in 
the  Fairfield  County  Common  Pleas  Court  against 
the  store  chain.  "The  charge  is  "discrimination 
against  American  citizens  and  their  religion,"  and 
accepting  gambling  solicitation  in  its  place. 
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CHURCH  LEADER  HITS  POOR  TV 
FARE  ON  LOCAL  LEVEL 

NEW  YORK  (EP)  —  "It's  an  enormous  thing 
we're  taking  on,  but  it's  needed  for  the  good  of 
the  people." 

Thus  the  Rev.  Dr.  Everett  C.  Parker  described 
his  crusade  to  stop  TV  from  twisting  values  out 
of  any  relation  to  reality. 

"This  is  especially  true  for  our  children  whose 
views  are  being  distorted,"  Dr.  Parker  said. 

At  61,  the  director  of  the  Office  of  Communica- 
tions of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  is  heading 
a  series  of  projects  which  will  reach  the  net- 
works through  local  stations  wiith  the  aid  of  the 
Federal  Communications  Commission  and  broad- 
cast experts.  He  will  also  have  the  support  of 
civic  groups,   churches  and  service  clubs. 


58,000— OFFICIAL   COUNT   AT   IVUD  f 

AMERICA  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  MEET 

DETROIT  (EP)— It's  official— the  record  attend- i 
ance  at  the  fall  Mid  America  Sunday  School  Con-^, 
vention  here  drew  58,000  people.  J 

date  Raymond,  executive  director,  said  the'' 
figure  establishes  a  new  world  record  for  an  inter- ' 
denominational  Sunday  school  convention. 

Delegates  from  all  50  states,  plus  three  foreign  i 
countries  and   Canada,   participated. 

Raymond  also  announced  that  a  new  advisory 
board  representing  major  conservative  publish- 
ing houses,  plus  leaders  from  all  conservative 
denominations,  has  been  organized  to  assist 
MASSA  which  has  now  opened  offices  in  Canada  i 
under  the  name  "Intemational  Christian  Educa^ 
tion  Association." 


BOB  HOPE  TO  SALVATIONISTS: 
'YOU'RE  MY  KIND  OF  ARMY' 

NEW  YORK  (EP)— More  than  2,500  guests  and! 
members  of  The  Salvation  Army  of  New  York 
paid  tribute  to  comedian  Bo>b  Hope  who  received 
the  agency's  1974  Citation  of  Merit  for  "the  wonder 
and  joy  of  his  good  humor.  .  .  ." 

"Ladies  and  gentlemen,  you  know  I'm  really 
grateful  for  this  handout  from  The  Salvation 
Army,"  the  famous  comedian  said  in  his  response 
at  the  association's  annual  luncheon  meeting  here. 
"There  must  be  a  lot  of  worthy  recipients  far 
more  deserving  of  this  award — ^but  I  can't  think 
of  one!" 

"You're  a  great  part  of  America's  heart,"  he 
said.  "Let's  pray  that  the  only  army  left  in  the 
world  is  this  one:  The  Salvation  Army." 


Names  in  the  News 

Vaclovas  Sivrukas,  34,  former  Marxism  and 
Leninism  professor  in  Lithuania,  has  been  fasting 
in  New  York  because  "so  many  people  are  being 
arrested  for  their  religious  beliefs  and  the  world 
must  be  made  aware  of  it."  Sivrukas  is  still  an 
atheist. 

Gladys  Shelley,  composer  and  poet,  has  received 
the  Layman's  National  Bible  Committee  award 
for  her  papular  new  song,  "If  You  Don't  Know 
Your  Bible   (You  Haven't  (3ot  a  Prayer)." 
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[MDETHODISTS  DOMEVATE  SENATE, 
CATHOLICS  TAKE  HOUSE 
IN  94th  CONGRESS 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)— Roman  Catholics 
will  form  the  largesit  religious  group  in  the  94th 
Congress.  The  total  was  pushed  to  123 — an  all- 
time  high  in  the  November  elections. 

Methodists  continue  to  be  most  numerous  in 
the  Senate  with  17  members,  and  have  an  aggre- 
gate of  85  in  both  houses. 

Jews  scored  the  largest  percentage  increase  this 
year.  They  will  number  24  in  1975,  10  more  than 
in  the  93rd  Congress. 

Christianity  Today  prepared  the  1974  tabula- 
tion of  religious  affiliations  in  Congress.  The  list 
is  a  biennial  project  of  the  magazine  published 
here. 

Immediately  after  the  election,  C.T.  researcher 
Deborah  MiUer,  with  the  assistance  of  several 
other  staffers,  made  hundreds  of  telephone  caUs 
tracking  down  winners  and  asking  them  their 
religious  affiliation.  In  many  cases,  campaign  lead- 
ers and  press  spokesmen  did  not  know.  The  wife 
pf  a  Florida  winner  huffed  that  she  would  check 
jut  the  magazine  with  the  Better  Business  Bureau 
before  revealing  her  husband's  religious  affUiation. 

In  several  insitances  the  winning  candidate 
seemed  to  need  more  time  or  a  conference  with 
athers  before  being  able  to  state  his  affiliation. 

"In  most  cases,"  Christianity  Today  News  Editor 
Ed  Plowman  noted,  "we  got  good  response  and 
30operation." 

Catholics  in  the  new  Congress  total  eight  more 
than  two  years  ago.  Senators  increased  from  14 
to  15. 

Episcopalians  and  Presbyterians  in  both  houses 
lumbered  66  each,  with  16  senators  each,  and 
Baptists  57,  with  nine  senators.  There  are  six 
senators  among  the  24  members  of  the  United 
3hurch  of  Christ  (including  CongregationaUsts), 
four  senatorB  each  from  the  Unitaricins  and  Latter- 
iay  Saints  and  three  among  the  Jewish  mem- 
aership. 

Seventeen  senators  and  representatives  identify 
liemselves  as  "Protestant"  without  specifying 
ienomination,  and  six  have  no  religious  affiliation. 

The  Christianity  Today  tabulation  covers  100 
senators,  435  representatives  and  the  one  non- 
/oting  delegate  from  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  district  delegate,  the  Rev.  Walter  Fauntroy, 
I  Baptist,  is  one  of  five  known  clergymen  in  the 
opcamLng  Congress.  New  in  1975  will  be  Father 
Robert  J.  Cornell  (D-Wisc.),  a  Catholic  Norbertlne 
jriest,  and  the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Edgiar  (D-Pa.),  a 
iJnited  Methodist. 

Returning  clergy  members  are  Father  Robert 
T.  Drinan,  S.J.  (D-Mass.),  the  Rev.  Andrew  Young 
CD-Ga.),  United  Church  of  Christ  and  the  Rev. 
Folin  Budhanan   (R-Ala.),  Southern  Baptist. 

The  Rev.  WiUiam  H.  Hudnut  (R-Ind.),  a  United 
Presbyterian,  lost  his  bid  for  a  second  term  in 
iie  House. 

The  new  Congress  wiU  contain  14  Lutherans, 
L3  Unitarians,  10  Latterday  Saints,  five  Disciples 
)f  Christ,  four  members  of  independent  Churches 


of  Christ,  four  Eastern  Orthodox,  four  Christian 
Scientists  and  13  persons  of  other  reUgious  groups. 

1975  Religious  Affiliations  of  Governors 

Fourteen  governors'  mansions  will  be  occupied 
by  Roman  CathoUcs  in  1975  and  eight  each  by 
Methodist  and  Presbyterians. 

In  1973  there  were  12  Catholic  governors.  Both 
Methodist  and  Presbyterian  governors  also  in- 
creased by  two  in  the  1974  election. 

Six  New  Roman  Catholic  governors  were  elected 
in  November;  a  seventh  Catholic  name  since  the 
last  list  was  made  is  Gov.  Brendon  Byrne  of  New 
Jersey,  elected  last  year.  The  other  seven  Catholic 
governors  continue  in  office. 

All  CathoUc  governors-elect  except  one  are 
Democrats.  Governor-elect  James  B.  Longley  of 
Maine  is  an  Independent. 

Four  Presbyterian  governors  are  Democrats; 
four  Republicans.  Of  the  Methodists,  five  are 
Democrats  and  three  Republicans.  (Jay  S.  Ham- 
mond, a  Methodist,  is  the  apparent  Republican 
winner  in  Alaska.  His  opponent,  incumbent  Gov. 
WiUiam  A.  Egan,  is  Catholic.) 

Following  the  Methodists  and  Presbyterians  in 
terms  of  the  most  governors  is  the  United  Church 
of  Christ  with  four.  There  wiU  be  three  governors 
each  from  Lutheran,  Baptist  an^d  Episcopal  Church- 
es after  January  swearing-in. 

Of  the  50  governors,  only  one,  Bob  Straub, 
newly-elected  Democrat  in  Oregon,  lists  no  relig- 
ious affiliation,  according  to  the  Christianity 
Today  survey. 


COURSES   TO   TEACH   NEWSMAN 
RELIGIOUS  INTERPRETATION 

DEKALB,  lU.  (EP)— A  pilot  project  to  improve 
the  education  of  journalists  involved  in  the  inter- 
pretation of  religious  news  is  being  established 
at  Northern  Illinois  University. 

Financed  by  a  grant  from  the  Religious  Public 
Relations  CouncU,  the  project  is  designed  to  serve 
as  a  model  for  schools  and  departments  of  jour- 
nalism throughout  the  country. 

While  engaged  in  study  toward  a  master's  de- 
gree in  journalism  at  N.I.U.,  students  participating 
in  the  project  wEl  be  able  to  tailor  their  programs 
to  the  special  competence  needed  for  careers  in 
the  reporting  of  religion  news  and  its  interpre- 
tation, religious  public  relations,  or  religious 
journalism. 


GRAHAM'S  MISSISSIPPI  CRUSADE 
SET  MAY  918  in  JACKSON 

JACKSON,  Miss.  (EP)— The  Mississippi  Billy 
Graham  Evangelistic  Crusade  will  be  held  here 
May  9-18,  1975  in  the  Mississippi  Memorial 
Stadium. 

With  James  E.  Cair  serving  as  chairman  of  an 
eight-man  administrative  committee,  a  28-member 
steering  committee  is  made  up  of  various  members 
of  Christian  groups  in  the  Jackson  area. 
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NEWS  BRIEFS 


SEVEN  STATE  ASSOCIATIONS 
OF  EVANGELICALS 
SCHEDULE   CONVENTIONS 

WHEATON,  ni.— Seven  state-wide  groups  of 
evangelicals  from  a  wide  variety  of  denominational 
affiliation  have  scheduled  their  annual  conventions 
in  early  1975,  according  to  Rev.  Edward  J.  Hales, 
NAE  director  of  field  services. 

"The  opportunity  for  evangelical  cooperative 
action  has  never  been  greater,"  he  said.  "And 
one  of  the  primary  roles  of  our  state  associations 
is  to  encourage  Christians  to  work  together  at  the 
local  level  in  projects  of  community  witness  and 
service  in  a  day  when  more  people  than  ever  be- 
fore are  open  to  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ." 
State  association  conventions,  designed  for  prac- 
tical input  for  pastors  and  lay  leaders  are  sched- 
uled as  follows: 

Arizona  Association  of  Evangelicals,  February 
7-8,  Ohurch  of  the  Redeemer,  Mesa.  Speakers: 
Dr.  Billy  A.  Melvln,  Dr.  Vergil  Gerber. 
Ohio  Association  of  Evangelicals,  February  14- 
15,  Redeemer  United  Brethren  Church,  Colum- 
bus. Speakers:  Dr.  Everett  S.  Graff  am,  Dr. 
BUly  A.  Melvin. 

Kansas  Association  of  Evangelicals,  February 
37,  Northridge  Friends  Church,  Wichita. 
Speakers:  Dr.  BUly  A.  Melvin,  Rev.  Don 
Polston. 

Nebraska  Association  of  Evangelicals,  Febr- 
uary 27-28,  Evangelical  Free  Church,  Lincoln. 
Speakers:  Dr.  Vernon  Grounds,  Dr.  BiUy  A. 
Melvin. 

Northern  Callfomia  Association  of  Evangel- 
icals, March  10-11,  Redwood  Chapel,  Castro 
Valley.  Speakers:  Rev.  Peter  Unruh,  Dr.  C. 
Peter  Wagner. 


INTERNATIONAL  ADMINISTRATOR 
APPOINTED  BY  WORLD 
EVANGELICAL   FELLOWSHIP 

WHEATON,  lU.— Mr.  Waldron  Scott  of  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo,  has  been  appointed  Intemational 
Administrator  of  the  World  Evangelical  FeUow- 
sJiip,  announced  Dr.  Hudson  T.  Armerding,  WEF 
President.  Scott  has  been  serving  The  Navigators 
as  Intemational  Field  Director  and  Assistant  to 
the  President  for  Intemational  Affairs. 

During  1975  Dr.  Clyde  W.  Taylor,  the  retiring 


Intemational  Secretary,  will  travel  with  Mr.  Scott  f 
to  visit  the  25  national  member  bodies  of  the  WEF 
and  regional  organizations  anticipating  affiliation. 
Scott  win  also  be  the  WEF  liaison  with  the  lead- 
ership of  the  WEF  intemational  commissions  and  I 
will  maintain  close  communication  with  the  Con- 
tinuation Committee  of  the  Lausanne  Congress. 


NAE  PROTESTS 

INCREASING  TV  PERMISSIVENESS 

WHEATON,    111.— The   National   Association   of  ( 
Evangelicals    has    strongly    urged    television    net- 
work   executives,    the    Federal    Communications 
Commission  and  leading  advertisers  to  take  pos- 
itive steps  to  avert  permissive  trends  in  TV  pro-/- 
graming. 

"The   conditioning   effect   of   television   on  pre- 
vailing attitudes  is  the  crux  of  our  concern,"  wrote 
Dr.  Paul  E.  Toms,  NAE  president  and  pastor  of  i 
Boston's  Park  Street  Church,  in  a  December  letter  r 
to  industry  leaders.  He  said  that  dishonesty,  vul-^i' 
garity,  sexual  misconduct,  violence,  disrespect  and  il 
the  like  are  a  realistic  part  of  Ufe  in  these  times.l 
"However,"  he  stated,  "we  are  alarmed  that  more'S 
programing   each    season   tends   to   glamorize  or''i 
excuse  such  negative  and  destructive  behavior  as  > 
perfectly  normal.   At  the   same  time,   traditional 
values   are   often   do^wnplayed   or   even   ridiculed. 
In  steady  doses,  by  neutralizing  those  character- 
istics which  dignify  man  and  portraying  as  ac- 
ceptable those  which  degrade  him,  such  television 
programing  contributes  to  the  lowering  of  moral 
and  ethical  standards." 

Dr.  Toms  said  that  NAE  had  received  some 
7,000  response  forms  from  individuals  indicating 
they  were  "fed  up"  with  TV  permissiveness  but 
also  were  convinced  that  good  programing  was 
possible.  He  called  for  "greater  discernment  in 
daily  decisions,"  saying  that  to  each  television 
writer,  producer,  network  executive  and  adver- 
tiser is  given  "a  portion  of  the  public  trust." 

NAE's  appeal  concluded,  "We  strongly  urge  you , 
to  take  decisive  action  toward  the  self -regulation ' 
of  television  to  avert  permissive  trends,  focus  oru 
the  positive  and  truly  serve  the  best  interests  ani"^ 
welfare  of  the  American  public." 

NAE  is  a  voluntary  association  for  cooperativeji 
action  and  represents  Evangehcal  churches  fromf 
some  60  denoiminational  affiliations. 
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SEMINARY  GRADUATION— 1975 


A  number  of  Brethren  students  are  anticipating 
graduating  from  Seminary  this  June.  They  are: 
Stephen  Abe,  Richard  Boyd,  Earl  Crissman,  Wes- 
ton Ellis,  Ralph  Gibson,  John  Shultz,  Dale  Stoffer, 
Stephen  Swihart,  Charles  Wiltrout,  and  Rotert 
Young.  These  men  are  all  seeking  the  Lord's  will 
in  the  direction  of  their  ministries.  They  are  open 
as  to  the  leading  of  the  Lord  and  the  service  of 
the  Church. 

Churches  interested  in  pastors,  associate  pastors, 
ministers  of  Christian  Education,  and  youth 
leaders  might  well  consider  these  quality  men.  A 
very  good  procedure  is  for  a  committee  from  the 
church  to  make  an  appointment,  visit  the  Sem- 
inary, and  interview  these  men.  Upon  this  basis, 
the  church  can  then  invite  a  selected  man  to  the 
church  for  "getting  acquainted." 

The  Seminary  would  be  pleased  to  work  with 
the  Church  in  every  way  possible  for  the  fulfilling 
of  God's  will  in  the  lives  of  these  young  men  and 
the  Church. 

Joseph  R.  Shultz,  Vice-President 
Ashland  College  Seminary 


CROSS  COUNTRY  CONFERENCE 
Theme:     "Church   Growth" 


Study  book: 


The  Master  Plan  Of  Evangelism 
by  Robert  K.  Coleman 


This  is  a  study  of  the  Master's  work  with  His 
disciples  from  the  four  gospels. 
This  book  is  on  the  bibhography  of  Arden  Gilmer's 
Laymen  AUve  training  program. 
Cost:     textbook — $1.50    study   guide — $1.00   avail- 
able from  the  Brethren  Publishing  Co. 
Time:     Each  local  church  study  this  book  between 
January  12  and  March  16.  These  early  dates  are 
suggested  because  Easter  falls  on  March  30,  1975. 

Other  books  for  reference: 
How  To  Grow  A  Church — 

Donald  McGavran  &  Win  Am 
Hope  For  Your  Church — Harold  L.  Fickett  Jr. 

Watch  the  Brethren  Evangelist  for  more  informa- 
tion and  guidelines  for  local  study. 

Eugene  Beekley 
Ralph   Gibson 
WiUiam  Brady 
Alvin  Grumbling,  ch. 
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PauB  Tournier  and   Christian   Psychology 


Several  years  ago  a  friend  loaned  me  a  book 
entitled  Guilt  and  Grace.  This  was  an  introduction 
to  Paul  Tournier,  who  has  become  one  of  my  favo- 
rite booli  friends.  Again,  God  saw  to  it  that  I  had 
the  right  book  at  the  right  time.  A  portion  of  the 
book  I  have  marked  on  the  idea  of  blaming  others 
reads  as  follows.  "It  is  a  universal  reaction,  as 
old  as  man,  and  it  involves  in  particular  the  dis- 
charging or  projection  of  one's  guilt  upon  someone 
else.  It  is  already  described  for  us  in  the  first 
pages  of  the  Bible  in  connection  with  the  first  act 
of  human  disobedience.  God  asked  Adam,  hiding 
among  the  trees  of  the  Garden  of  Eden:  Have  you 
eaten  of  the  tree  of  which  I  commanded  you  not 
to  eat?  (Gen.  3:2).  You  remember  Adam's  reply? 
He  blamed  his  wife.  And  Eve,  in  her  turn,  said  it 
was  the  serpent's  fault.  It  was  the  first  domestic 
coniUct.  And  throughout  history  all  married 
couples  in  conflict  have  thrown  the  same  accusa- 
tion each  at  the  other:  it  is  not  my  fault,  but  yours. 
Each  partner  discharges  his  guilt  upon  the  other, 
instead  of  shouldering  it  and  recognizing  his 
proper  measure  of  blame.  There  are  two  ways 
always  open  to  both  parties;  the  projection  of  re- 
sponsibility upon  the  other,  or  the  conscious  ac- 
ceptEuice  of  his  own  due  responsibility.  The  first 
way  keeps  the  conflict  going  endlessly;  the  sec- 
ond may  lead  to  its  genuine  resolution.  'The  former 
may  provide  periods  of  armistice,  but  the  second 
alone  can  give  assured  peace." 

Paul  Tournier  who  lives  in  Switzerland,  is 
known  and  respected  around  the  world.  His  six- 
teen books  are  written  in  eleven  languages.  He  is 
a  medical  doctor  by  training,  but  he  has  a  deep 
interest  in  psychology  and  counseling  as  well  as 
theolO'gy.  In  1947  he  and  two  other  doctors  organ- 
ized the  first  of  the  annual  Bossey  Group  meet- 
ings, which  were  held  in  an  old  castle  at  Bossey, 
near  Geneva.  These  doctors,  psychologists  and 
theologians  came  from  all  over  Europe.  When  the 
week  of  discussion  and  meditation  came  to  an  end 
it  was  decided  that  more  meetings  sihould  be  held 
in  the  future.  So  the  annual  event  became  known 
as  the  International  Conference  on  the  Medicine 
of  the  Person.  They  are  still  held  in  different  parts 
of  Europe  and  known  as  the  Bossey  Group.  Up  to 
the  time  of  his  retirement  he  gave  lectures  for 
the  group  every  morning  on  medicine  and  psy- 
chology in  light  of  the  Bible. 


by  Julia  Flordi 


Tournier  has  an  excellent  balance  in  his  viewi 
that  first  must  come  the  conversion  of  individuals 
and  then  unity  in  social  action  to  change  the  so- 
ciety. I  am  very  impressed  by  his  clear  appeal  to 
the  Bible  as  the  standard  for  our  doctrine  and' 
Christian  ethics.  He  recognizes  that  believers  wUll 
have  problems  in  this  life  as  well  as  joys,  doubts 
as  well  as  certainties,  questions  as  well  as  clear 
answers.  He  also  shows  boldness  in  expressing  his^ 
convictions  and  a  sincere  love  for  other  people. 

As  to  techniques  or  methods  for  his  counseling,; 
he  claims  to  have  none.  "I  just  try  to  help  peo- 
ple," he  comments,  and  he  calls  himself  an 
amateur.  Instead  of  outlining  a  method,  he  prefers 
to  tell  the  "real-life  stories"  of  people  whose  liveS' 
have  been  changed.  He  also  shares  from  Ws  own|i 
experiences.  For  this  reason  I  especially  enjoy; 
reading  his  books. 

Tournier  presents  ideas  concerning  the  Holy) 
Spirit.  In  submission  to  the  sovereign  wUl  of  God,! 
a  person  experiences  a  new  birth  and  the  Holyj 
Spirit  comes  into  his  life.  That  Ufe,  then,  is  trans 
formed.  Under  the  Spirit's  guidance  there  aret 
changes  of  attitudes  and  moral  conduct  as  well  as: 
experiencing  a  new  source  of  inspiration,  strength} 
and  power.  The  Bible  takes  on  meaning  becausei 
the  Holy  Spirit  enlightens  the  reader's  under-r 
standing. 

In  his  Healing  of  Persons  he  expresses  thoughts: 
on  religious  experience.  Some  people  have  expe-^ 
rienced  a  great  euphoria  followed  by  a  beneficial 
change  in  their  personalities.  Others  have  not  had 
this  original  excitement  and  they  may  have  seem 
no  real  transformation  in  their  lives.  StUl  others 
have  become  so  enthused  about  their  conversion  as 
to  demand  that  everyone  else  have  the  same  expe- 
rience and  in  the  same  way.  These  experiences 
may  be  evidences  of  the  psychological  power  ot 
suggestion.  But,  he  says,  often  suggestion  is  the^ 
imeans  by  which  God  brings  a  genuine  conversion, 
Tournier  is  convinced  also  that  miraculous  healing: 
does  occur  through  the  God  given  power  of  sug-; 
gestion.  But  the  science  of  medicine  and  psychol- 
ogy will  never  be  able  to  explain  why  God  heals 
in  the  first  place  or  why  He  answers  prayer. 

Tournier  tries  in  all  his  writings  to  integrate: 
psychology  with  a  Biblical  Christianity  and  noti 
just  with  religion  in  general.  He  also  recognizes 
that  scholars  try  to  analyze,  explain,  summarize, 
and  evaluate  his  work;    but  he  is  interested  irii 
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learning  from  his  mistakes,  living  a  full  life,  en- 
joying other  people,  ,and  serving  God  whom  he 
expects  to  meet  some  day  face  to  face. 

The  inspiration  for  this  writing  came  after  I 
read  The  Christian  Psychology  of  Paul  Toumier  by 
Gary  Collins  who  is  professor  of  pastoral  psy- 
chology and  counseling  at  Trinity  Evangelical 
Divinity  School,  Deerfield,  Illinois.  I  am  thankful 
for  the  opportunity  of  hearing  and  meeting  Gary 
Collins  at  our  Brethren  Seminary,  where  he  spoke 
and  showed  slides  of  his  visit  with  the  great  and 
humble  man.  In  the  November  '74  issue  of  Eternity 
magazine  is  an  article,  also  by  Gary  Collins,  con- 
cerning marriage  and  the  death  of  Toumier's 
wife,  NeUy,  May  23,  1974.  Toumier  believes  that 
successful  marriage  always  involves  unselfish  giv- 
ing— a  giving  to  each  other  of  one's  time,  inde- 
pendence, secrets,  concerns,  support,  and  love. 

In  the  last  chapter  of  his  book,  CoUlns  discusses 
the  legacy  of  Toumier.  He,  along  with  other  book 
reviewers,  believes  that  Toumier  radiates  a  "halo 
of  hope"  for  his  readers.  The  case  histories,  the 
descriptions  of  real  people,  the  discussion  of  prac- 
tical problems,  and  Toumier's  sharing  of  his  own 
experiences  all  demonstrate  that  he  is  a  warm 
person,  concerned  about  his  readers,  and  over- 
flowdng  with  hope.  He  uses  down-to-earth  illustra- 
tions and  picturesque  language.  He  avoids  using 
psychiatric  or  theological  terms.  For  example,  the 
"he  who  gets  slapped  complex"  is  for  those  whose 
lives  are  a  succession  of  failures;  the  "aU-or- 
nothing  types"  are  for  those  who  are  perfection- 
ists; and  the  "fusspot  complex"  are  for  those  who 
fuss  and  worry  over  every  little  detail  of  their 
lives.  Even  though  he  is  often  respected  by  pro- 
fessionals, his  greatest  impact  is  on  the  general 
piJblie. 

The  first  permanent  contribution  of  Paiil  Tour- 
nier  is  his  integration  of  psychology  and  Biblical 
Christianity.  His  own  words  are,  "I  wdU  go  on 
telling  people  that  psychology  and  the  Bible  can 
and  must  be  integrated,  but  others  will  now  have 
to  do  the  integrating." 

The  second  contrib.ution  is  his  emphasis  on  the 
importance  of  involvement  with  other  people. 
Toumier's  practical  guidelines  for  living  comprise 
the  third  contribution.  He  shows  how  we  can  es- 
cape from  loneliness,  understand  each  other,  over- 
come weakness,  hemdle  guilt,  deal  with  sexual  im- 
pulses, bear  suffering,  adjust  to  being  single,  dis- 
cover a  place  in  life,  find  adventure  in  our  work, 
build  a  better  marriage,  become  successful,  expe- 
rience real  meaning  in  our  existence,  find  God's 
will,  live  a  better  Christian  life,  mature  spirituaUy, 
and  leam  to  grow  old. 

Men  and  women  throughout  the  world  wlU  con- 
tinue to  read  Paul  Toumier's  books  and  be  helped. 
Many,  he  hopes,  will  find  a  personal  relationship 
with  Jesus  Christ  and  discover  that  life  can  be  a 
real  adventure. 

For  Paul  Toumier  of  Geneva,  life  has  been  an 
adventure,  but  the  best  he  believes  is  yet  to  >be. 
"I  know,"  he  writes,  "that  beyond  the  winter  of 
death  I  shall  see  God  face  to  face,  and  understand 
fully,  even  as  I  have  been  fully  understood,  from 
before  my  birth." 

Several  of  these  books  that  I  have  mentioned  are 
on  the  shelves  of  our  Brethren  Book  Store  in 
Ashland,  Ohio. 
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IT'S  SAD  TO  DUCK  OUT 


Alas,  there  is  nothing  sadder  than  self-made 
sadness.  Observe  the  Despondent  Drake.  He  is 
staring  down  at  his  reflection  in  the  pool  of  tears 
by  his  feet.  Since  a  sad  face  is  all  that  stares  back, 
the  Despondent  Drake  becomes  sadder.  As  he  be- 
comes sadder,  his  reflection  becomes  sadder,  and 
the  Despondent  Drake  becomes  sadder  stUl.  What 
a  sad  creature.  He  is  worse  than  Poe's  Flaven. 

What  makes  the  Despondent  Drake  a  birdbrain 
is  not  his  sadness  but  his  unwUlingness  to  look 
beyond  it.  Though  he  may  cry,  "No  hope  ...  no 
hope!"  there  is  Someone  Else  who  says,  "I  am  the 
Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life."  Though  the  Des- 
pondent Drake  has  given  up  on  life,  there  is  So^me- 
one  Else  who  says,  "I  am  the  resurrection  and  the 
life,  he  who  beUeves  in  Me  shall  Live  even  if  he 
dies:  and  everyone  who  lives  and  believes  in  Me 
shall  never  die." 

Jesus  never  denied  the  reality  of  sadness,  but 
He  insisted  that  clinging  to  it  would  lead  to  eter- 
nal death.  He  asks  us  to  lose  ourselves  and  our 
sadness  in  Him,  thereby  finding  life,  "Whoever 
wishes  to  save  his  life  shall  lose  it;  but  whoever 
loses  his  life  for  my  saJ^e  shall  find  it." 

The  promise  of  Christ  shuts  out  no  one  except 
those  who  shut  out  themselves.  Look  upward. 
Despondent  Drakes,  not  downward.  Listen  to  His 
voice  and  not  your  own,  and  smile — 

"Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled;  believe  in  God, 
believe  also  in  Me."  Then  look  at  your  reflection. 
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BILLY  GRAHAJVI  AT  "EUROFEST" 
PRESS  CONFERENCE  IN  BELGIUM 

(Brussels,  12th  December  1974) — "Personally  I 
believe  that  the  young  people  of  our  time  are 
turning  to  Jesus  Christ,  who  can  transform  them 
and  change  their  whole  life."  This  was  declared 
by  evangelist  Billy  Graham  in  a  Press  Conference 
at  the  International  Press  Centre  here  for  EURO- 
FEST '75. 

Joining  Dr.  Graham,  members  of  the  EURO- 
FEST Executive  Committee  explained  to  the 
journalists  the  major  aspects  of  the  European 
event  to  be  held  on  the  1958  World's  Fair  Grounds 
at  the  Centenary  Palaces  and  Heysel  Stadium 
from  July  24th  to  August  2nd  1975.  Ten  to  fifteen 
thousand  young  people  are  expected  to  attend, 
coming  from  most  of  the  countries  of  the  Euro- 
pean continent.  Present  with  the  journalists  at 
the  Press  Conference  were  nine  full-time  EURO- 
FEST Co-ordinators  from  every  major  area  of 
Europe. 

Sophisticated  pubUc  address  systems  wiU  allow 
these  thousands  of  youngsters  to  hear  the  Bible 
studies  of  Church  of  England  Bishop,  Festo 
Kivengere  from  Uganda  and  evangeUst  Luis  Palau 
from  Mexico  in  seven  languages  simultaneously. 
Following  the  Bible  studies  each  day,  smaller 
groups  will  gather  lor  seminars  on  the  theme  of 
"Discipleship"  and  further  discussion  wiU  take 
place  in  "Minigroups"  and  in  person-to-person 
dialogue.   Christian  musicians   from  many  coun- 


tries will  join  the  weU  knovwi  Swedish  choir 
"Choralema"  as  musical  participants  in  the  fes- 
tival, which  is  designed  to  give  Bible  Teaching 
and  personal  evangelism  training  to  the  young 
people. 

Dr.  Graham  said  that  aU  around  the  world  there 
is  a  growing  interest  among  young  people  in 
studying  the  Bible.  "The  new  generation  rejects 
materialsism.  After  having  turned  to  drugs.  East- 
em  religions  and  occultism,  thousands  of  young 
people  are  turning  to  Jesus  Christ."  Acknowledg- 
ing that  this  development  is  stiU  slow  in  Europe, 
the  evangehst  expressed  his  hope  that  EUROFEST 
wni  make  a  significant  contribution  to  the  same 
kind  of  awakening  here. 

Dr.  Graham  said  that  his  part  in  the  event  wUl 
be  to  speak  at  the  pubUc  evening  evangeUstic 
rallies  in  the  Heysel  Stadium,  which  wiU  begin 
on  the  25th  July,  one  day  after  the  opening  of 
EUROFEST.  "My  only  purpose  in  coming  to 
Brussels  is  to  preach  the  good  news  of  Jesus 
Christ"  he  said  to  the  journalists.  "I  wiU  try  to 
explain  the  meaning  of  the  Gospel  of  Chiist  for 
our  time  as  so  many  people  are  ignorant  of  the 
life  that  Jesus  Christ  is  giving  to  us  in  1975." 

Brussels,  "capital"  of  Europe,  will  live  the 
summer  of  1975  under  the  banner  of  European 
Christianity  throug'h  the  thousands  of  youth  com- 
ing from  many  couaitries  and  through  the  people 
of  Belg'ium  attending  the  Crusade  rallies  in  the 
Heysel  Stadium  in  July  and  August. 

Luc  Verlinden 


il 
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PUBLICATION  BOARD  QUESTIONNAIRE 

We  are  attempting  to  upgrade  and  improve  the  "Evangelist"  to  make  it  a  more  saleable 
and  interesting  product  to  a  greater  number  of  Brethren  families.  We  can't  begin  a 
project  of  this  magnitude  without  some  sampling  of  the  opinions  of  the  Brethren. 
Please  complete  the  following  and  maU  to: 

Brethren  Publishing  Co. 

Att:  Executive  Committee 

524  College  Avenue 

Ashland,  Ohio     44805 

Sex  Number  of  years  a  Brethren  

(Check  one  or  more  where  applicable) 
A  minister 
A  deacon 

A  past  or  present  office  holder 
A  layman 
Never  held  an  office 

3.    Frequency  of  church  attendance:      (Check  one) 

A.    Every  Sunday 

B.    Once  in  two  weeks 

C.    Once  a  month 

D.    Once  in  six  months 

E.    Other     (Explain) 


4.    Completed  Education:      (Check  one) 

A.    Grade  School 

B.     High  School 

C.    Technical  School 

D.    College 

E.     Other     (Explain)   


How  many  Christian  Books  have  you  read  in  the  past  year? 

A.    None  C.     5-10 

B.     1-5  D.    10-25 

E.    25  or  more 

Have  you  read  any  of  the  following  magazines?  Rank  the  magazines  from   1 
5,   (1   being  your  favorite)    in  order  of  your  preference. 

A.    Christianity  Today 

B.    Moody  Monthly 

C.    Eternity 

D.    Christian  Herald 

E.    Have  not  read  any  of  the  above  but  have  read 


7.    What  secular  magazines  do  you  read?  Rank  from  1  to  5,  with  1  being  your  favorite. 

A.    Time  F.    Readers'  Digest 

B.    U.S.  News  &  Report  G.    McCall's 

C.    Ladies'  Home  Journal  H.    Redbook 

D.    National  Geographic  __  I.     Wall  Street  Journal 

E.    Sports  Illustrated  J.     None  of  the  above 


K.    Other 


What  is  the  purpose  of  the  "Evangelist"?  Rank  from  1  to  5  with  1  being  the  most 
Important. 

A.  Board  Publicity  j 

B.  Church  Unity  *1 

C.  Evangelistic 

D.  Inspiration 

E.  Other  " 

How  well  is  this  purpose  being  achieved? 

A.    Very  well  C.  Very  poorly 

B.    Adequately  D.  Poorly 

E.  Not  at  all 
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10.  If  we  assume  that  each  board  will  continue  its  direct  mail  publicity,  would  you 
agree  that  no  major  denominational  goal  can  be  achieved  by  the  "Evangelist"? 
A.    Strongly  agree 

B.  Agree 

C.  Disagree 

D.  Strongly  disagree 

E.  Other  

1 1.  The  cost  of  labor  to  print  the  "Evangelist"  is  $1337  per  issue.  The  material  costs 
$250.  To  pay  for  the  present  type  "Evangelist"  it  would  cost  $6.25/subscription. 
As  now  structured,  is  it  worth  it? 

A.    Definitely  yes  C.    Definitely  not 

B.    Yes  D.    Maybe 

E.    Only  if  restructured 

12.  If  it  is  possible  to  reduce  subscription  fees,  do  you  believe  this  should  be  done? 

A.    Yes  1 

B.    No 

13.  If  yes,  to  the  above  question,  how  would  you  reccomend? 

A.  Larger  annual  Publication  Offering 

B.  Local  church  budget 

C.  District  budget 

D.  Central  Council  budget 

E.  Other  

IF  YOU  DO  NOT  NOW  RECEIVE  THE  "EVANGELIST"  AND  NEVER  HAVE 
RECEIVED  IT,  YOU  HAVE  COMPLETED  ALL  THE  QUESTIONNAIRE 
NECESSARY.   EVANGELIST  SUBSCRIBERS,    PLEASE  CONTINUE. 

14.  How  do  you  get  your  subscription  to  the  "Evangelist"? 

A.    By  your  subscription  C.    By  Gift 

B.    From  your  church  D.    I  am  not  presently  a  subscriber 

15.  The  following  are  features  in  the  "Evangelist". 
With  number  1,  indicate  those  you  always  read. 
With  number  2,  indicate  those  you  read  occasionally. 
With  number  3,  indicate  those  you  never  read. 

A.    Christian  Education  News 

B.    Women's  Lab 

C.     Missionary  News 

D.    Editorial 

E.    Brethren  House  Beat 

F.    Laymen,  Signal  Lights, 

Sisterhood  Programs 

16.  If  the  cost  were  not  prohibitive,  which  of  the  following  would  you  like  to  see 
added  to  the  "Evangelist"? 

A.    Suggested  Bible  studies 

B.     Articles  on  Family  Living 

C.    S.S.  Teaching  Helps 

D.    District  Activities 

E.     Denominational  stand  on  social  issues 

17.  Regardless  of  increased  cost,  which  of  the  following  would  you  like  to  have  added 
to  the  "Evangelist"? 

A.    More  pictures 

B.    More  color  on  the  pages 

C.    Increased  length  of  the  magazine 

D.    Articles  from  other  magazines 

E.    Travelling  correspondence 

18.  Please  add  any  additional  comments  you  may  have  to  any  of  the  above  questions 
or  any  other  pertinent  data  needing  consideration.  


G. 

World  Religious  News 

H. 

Poetry 

I. 

Laff-a-Little 

T. 

News  from  the  Brethren 

K. 

Board  Publicity 

L. 

Special  Studies,  i.e.. 

Divorce  &  Baptism  Papers 
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MOVING  TO  NEW  ADDRESS? 

Please  notify  us  at  least 
3  weeks  in  advance 


Name    of   Subscriber      (Please    print   or   type) 


No.   and   Street,   Apt.,   Suite,   P.O.   Box   or   R.D.   No. 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 

In  1974  The  Brethren's  Home  of  Indiana,  Inc. 
it  Flora,  Indiana  and  Brethren  Care,  Inc.  of  Ash- 
and,  Ohio  provided  in  excess  of  $53,000.00  in 
>enevolent  care  of  the  elderly. 

Your  1975  gift  to  The  Benevolent  Board  will  aid 
n  this  continuing  ministry  of  benevolence. 

Rememtber,  $3.00  per  member  is  the  National 

hurch  Goal  lor  The  Benevolent  Board! 


Post   Office,   State,   and   ZIP  Code 


Date   of   Address   Change 


SVOODSY  OWL,  the  anti-pollution  spokesbird  for 
the  U.S.  Forest  Service  says: 

[f  you  own  a  trail  bike,  learn  where  the  proper 
Tails  are  located — and,  use  theim!  Tires  that  go 
>t£  the  trail  cause  erosion.  Erosion  pollutes,  kUUng 
fish  and  plants. 


The  earth  is  the  Lord's  fullness  thereof:"  this 
:s  no  longer  a  hollow  dictum  of  religion,  but  a 
Mrective  for  economic  action  toward  human 
brotherhood. 

Lewis  Mumiford 


PSC 


WOODSY  OWL  FOR 


NATURAL  BEAUTY! 

We  )usl  can'i  depend  on  Ihe  other  guy  lo  keep  our 
outdoors  beaulilul   It's  up  lo  each  and  every  one  of 
us  to  prevent  sight  pollution  and  to  make  America  a 
better  place  to  live.  For  ways  you  can  help,  send  for 
Woodsy  Owl's  anti-pollution  poster.  It's  yours  free 
when  you  write  Woodsy  Owl,  Forest  Service,  U,S.D.A  , 
Washington.  DC.  20250 

And  remember,  give  a  hoot,  don't  pollute. 
Don't  be  a  dirty  bird,  no  matter  where  you  go. 

ro;3 — 


^ 


Page  Thirty-two 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Ashland  theological  SeoQinary 

9iO  Center 

Ashland^  Ohia-44805      "^ 


The   Brethren's   hlome   of   Indiana,    Inc, 
Flora,    Indiana 


An    Investmenf    Opporfunify 


The  Brethren's  Home  of  Indiana,  Inc.,  our  Bretliren  Church  Nursing  and  Retire- 
ment Center  in  Flora,  is  expanding  its  facility  from  15  apartment  units  and  46  nurs- 
ing care  patients  to  25  apartment  units  and  86  nursing  care  patients. 

Financing  is  being  provided  through  a  $1,800,000,  First  Mortgage  Bond  Offering. 
The  Bonds  bear  interest  at  9y2'7r,  9%%,  10%  depending  upon  maturity.  Bonds  are 
available  in  denominations  of  $1,000  in  Coupon  Bearer  form  and  in  multiples  of 
$1,000  in  FuUy  Registered  form. 

This  investment  is  being  offered  to  congregations  of  The  Brethren  Chtirdh,  and  will 
be  offered  to  the  general  public,  through  The  First  Dayton  Corporation,  Dayton, 
Ohio. 

Your  "Stewardship  of  Investment"  helps  further  the  work  of  the  Church  and  at 
the  same  time  earns  a  return  on  your  invested  dollar. 

For  a  prospectus  and  additional  information,  please  contact  the  Home  at  219/ 
967-3065  or  mail  the  attached  coupon. 


This  announcement  is  not  cm  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to 
buy  these  Bonds.  The  offering  is  made  only  by  the  Prospecttis,  and  may 
be  obtained  /h  any  state  jvhere  the  issue  may  legally  be  distributed. 


Complete  and  mail  this  coupon  to: 

The  Brethren's  Home 

Bt.  3,  Box  97 

Flora,  Indiana    46929 

Please  Print: 

Name 


Address 

City  


State 


Zip 


Telephone 


The   Brethren 

EVANGELIST 


If  once  you  forfeit  the  confidence  of  your  fellow-citizens,  you  can  never 
regain  their  respect  and  esteem. 

Abraham  Lincoln 


^ol.  XCVII 
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by  Dale  Stoiffer 

4  MISSIONARY  NEWS 

8  THE  TASK  BEFORE  US 

EDITORIAL  STAFF  'by  Waldron  Scott 

Editor  of  Publications   George  Schuster      iq  WRITINGS  OF  'OXFORD  CHRISTIANS' 

Contributing  Editors  Report  of  Wheaton  CoUection 

_     ^     ,   _         .,                            1-,        c     -4.1,  T-.   T-i  by  David  M.  Smick 

Central  Council  Rev.  Smith  F.  Rose  ^ 

Missionary  Board   Mr.  John  Rowsey      H  WOMEN'S  LAB 

Sisterhood  Miss  Beth  Gilmer      ^^  SIGNAL  LIGHTS  PROGRAMS  FOR  MARCH 

Board  of  Christian  Education  .  Rev.  Fred  Burkey 

W.M.S Mrs.  Ida  Lindower      "  BENEVOLENT  BOARD   (News  item) 

Published  Biweekly      (twenty-six  issues  per  year)      ^^  ^^^  NEWS  BRIEFS 

Subscription  rate:                                                                 16  WORLD  RELIEF  REPORT 

$5.00  per  year  single  subscription  by  Phil  Lersch 

Second  Class  Postage  Paid  at  Ashland,  Ohio                                         18  BOARD  OF  ^CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
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WIN 


WE'RE  IN  NEED 

Have  you  had  the  occasion  lately  to  mail 
any  packages  or  pay  the  freight  costs  on 
a  shipment  of  goods?  If  so,  then  you  know 
the  plight  of  the  Brethren  Publishing 
Company  in  being  caught  in  this  cost 
crunah  and  realize  assistance  'is  needed 
to  carry  this  additional  burden. 


February  8,  1975 
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VICTORY  OR  DESPAIR 


Each  week  a  short  worship  service  is 
presented  at  Brethren  Care  by  various  indi- 
nduals  and  groups  from  the  Park  Street 
Brethren  Church  and  the  Ashland  com- 
nunity.  The  folloiving  devotional  talk  by  Dale 
^toffer  ivas  delivered  recently  as  part  of  this 
ninistry. 


In  I  Kings  18  and  19  are  found  the  stories  of 
he  prophet  Elijah  at  two  mountains — Mount  Car- 
nel  in  chapter  18  and  Mount  Horeib  in  chapter  19. 
rhe  story  of  Elijah  at  Mount  Carmel  is  one  of 
"■ictory — the  vindication  of  Elijah  and  His  Gk>d 
yefore  the  people  of  Israel  and  Ahab,  King  of 
:srael.  The  story  of  Elijah  at  Mount  Hore'b  is  one 
tf  personal  despair — the  hopelessness  of  Elijah  be- 
iore  his  enemies  and  God's  unique  response  and 
esson.  When  taken  together,  these  two  stories 
each  a  very  important  lesson  about  God  and  about 
)urselves. 

The  first  and  second  commandments  of  the  Ten 
illommandments  banned  the  worship  of  foreign 
fods  and  idols  from  Israel.  God  promised  that  He 
vould  punish  those  who  disobeyed  and  hated  Him 
into  the  third  and  fourth  generation,  but  would 
Jiow  his  lovlngkindness  and  mercy  to  all  those 
viho  would  love  Him  and  keep  His  commandments 
Ex.  20:3-6).  Following  the  spUt  of  the  Israelite 
lation  after  Solomon's  death  into  the  northern 
cingdom,  Israel,  and  the  southern  kingdom,  Judaih, 
he  noiHiem  kingdom  began  to  fall  away  from  God 
>y  worshipping  foreign  gods  and  idols.  By  Elijah's 
ime  Israel  had  backslid  to  the  point  that  not  only 
vere  foreign  gods  and  idols  commonplace,  but  also 
he  faithful  prophets  and  believers  of  the  God  of 
srael  were  being  murdered  throughout  Israel.  The 
:hief  culprits  in  this  persecution  were  King  Ahab 
tnd  Ws  foreign  queen,  Jezetoel.  One  gets  the  feei- 
ng from  the  Scriptural  records  that  Ahab  was  a 
ten-pecked  husiband.  Queen  Jezebel  appears  to 
lave  run  the  show,  increasing  Baal  worship 
hroughout  Israel  and  slaughtering  the  prophets 
^f  the  Lord. 


ThroUighout  this  reign  of  terror,  Elijah  remained 
faithful  to  his  God  and  eluded  the  queen's  attempts 
to  kill  him.  Being  grieved  at  Israel's  falling  away 
from  their  God,  Elijah  finally  decided  to  confront 
the  problem  directly  as  recorded  in  I  Kings  18.  He 
told  Obadiah,  who  was  over  Ahalb's  household  and 
was  faithful  to  God,  to  tell  Ahab  to  come  and  meet 
him.  (Elijah  was  protoably  wise  in  going  to  the 
weaker  link  in  the  royal  family,  for  Jezebel  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  Elijali  except  to  kill  him). 
When  Ahab  came  to  meet  Elijah,  Elijah  got  to  the 
heart  of  the  issue.  "I  have  not  troubled  Israel,  but 
you  and  your  father's  house  have,  because  you 
have  forsaken  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  and 
you  have  followed  the  Baals.  Now  then  send  and 
gather  to  me  all  Israel  at  Mount  Carmel,  together 
with  450  prophets  of  Baal  and  400  prophets  of  the 
Asherah,  who  eat  at  Jezebel's  table"  (I  Kings 
18:18,19). 

On  the  appointed  day  the  people  of  Israel  as- 
sembled at  Mount  Carmel  along  with  the  450  repre- 
sentatives of  Baal  and  Elijah,  the  sole  representa- 
tive of  God.  Elijah  wanted  to  demonstrate  to  all 
Israel  who  was  the  one  true  Gk)d.  So  he  proposed 
the  following  test.  Both  he  and  the  prophets  of 
Baal  would  select  an  ox,  cut  it  up,,  and  place  it  on 
an  altar  with  wood  beneath  it.  But  one  vital  in- 
gredient would  be  left  out — fire.  Elijah  then  made 
his  challenge.  "You  call  on  the  name  of  your  god, 
and  I  win  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
God  who  answers  by  fire,  He  is  God"  (verse  24). 
All  agreed  that  this  would  be  a  fair  test. 

The  prophets  of  Baal  prepared  their  altar  first. 
They  called  upon  the  name  of  Baal  from  morning 
until  noon;  but  there  was  no  answer.  They  leaped 
upon  the  altar;  but  there  was  no  answer.  One  can 
sense  just  how  piercing  Elijah's  satirical  remarks 
were.  "Call  out  with  a  loud  voice,  for  he  is  a  god; 
either  he  is  occupied  or  gone  aside,  or  is  on  a 
journey,  or  perhaps  he  is  asleep  and  needs  to  be 
awakened"  (verse  27).  So  then  the  prophets  cried 
even  louder  and  cut  themselves  so  that  their  blood 
gushed  out;  but  there  was  stUl  no  answer.  Finally 
with  evening  approaching  they  ranted  and  raved 
all  the  more;  but  there  was  no  voice,  no  one  an- 
swered, and  no  one  paid  attention. 

(Continued  on  page  7) 
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SECOND  CONGRESS  FOR  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  TEACHERS 

INSTITUTO  BIBLICO  EDEN— SOLDINI,  ARGENTINA 

OCTOBER    12   &    13,    1974 

by  Juan  Carlos  Mirandcii 


Our  second  congress  for  Sunday  School  teachers 
was  another  success  for  1974.  Seventy  teachers 
attended  representing  most  of  our  churches.  The 
subject  this  year:  "Group  Dynamics  in  the  Sunday 
School".  The  main  speaker  was  Miss  Marguerite 
Tyson,  from  Child  Evangelism  Fellowship. 

At  the  same  time,  we  had  some  of  the  same 
discussion  group  leaders  as  last  year,  that  they 
may  review  what  was  done  since  our  last  meeting. 
We  find  that  the  churches  are  taking  more  serious- 
ly the  work  of  the  Sunday  School  and  efforts  are 
being  made  in  order  to  improve  methods  and 
train  teachers. 

This  congress  has  been  sponsored  by  the  Eden 
Bible     Institute,     and    directed    by    Mrs.     Maria 


Miranda.  But  this  year,  in  order  to  try  to  havei 
more  participation  from  the  Sunday  School  teach- 
ers themselves,  a  sub-committee  was  named  at  thei 
Congress,  and  the  Institute  named  two  members 
of  the  staff,  Raymond  Aspinall  and  Maria  Miranda,  i 
to  advise  and  work  with  the  committee.  We  feel 
that  this  way,  eventually  this  program  and  efforts 
for  better  Sunday  Schools  and  teachers  will  be  ini 
the  hands  of  a  separate  committee,  who  will  'be< 
under  the  Church  rather  than  the  Institute. 

All  of  this  is  very  encouraging,  we  feel  that  it 
is  part  of  the  general  program  of  Church  Growth  t 
in  Argentina  and  as  time  goes  by  we  will  be  able( 
to  report  great  achievements  and  results.  Pray) 
for  our  work  in  Argentina  so  that  the  Lord  will  I 
bless  the  efforts  that  are  being  made. 


j  February  8,  1975 
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CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  HOME  AND 
WORLD  MISSIONS 


January  1,  1974  -  December  31,  1974 

Home  Missions        World  Missions 


$1,731 

66 

10 

150 

132 

3,500 

200 

35 

968 

785 

349 

1,974 

1,891 

1,656 

30 

1,872 

112 

2,098 


4,594 

689 

25 

11 

100 

427 

1,335 

924 

716 

1,997 

3,786 

145 

153 

5 

1,254 

4,528 

0 

0 

70 

63 

6,914 

839 

0 


135 

148 

250 

199 

40 

1,580 

1,307 


SOUTHEASTERN  DISTRICT 

Bethlehem 

$    250 

Ohandon  (Herndon) 

18 

Cumberland 

5 

Gatewood 

0 

Haddix 

0 

Hagerstown 

913 

Kimsey  Run 

0 

1        Liberty 

35 

Linwood 

398 

Lost  Creek 

150 

Mathdas 

185 

Maurertown 

463 

Mt.  Olive 

278 

Oak  Hill 

1,546 

Rowdy 

0 

St.  James 

924 

St.  Luke 

28 

Washington 

1,330 

PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT 

Berlin 

1,957 

Brush  VaUey 

17 

Calvary 

0 

Cameron 

0 

Conemaugh 

20 

Fairless  HiUs-i,evittown 

50 

Hig-hland 

1,025 

I        Johnstown  First 

891 

1       Johnstown  Second  ■ 

350 

Johnstown  Third 

1,286 

Masontown 

83 

Main  Street-Meyersdale 

50 

Mt.  OUvet 

68 

Mt.  Pleasant 

0 

Pittsburgh 

654 

Pleasant  View  (Vandergrift)  286 

Quiet  DeU 

0 

Raystown 

120 

Sergeants  ville 

25 

Valley  (Jones  MUls) 

69 

Vinoo 

4,707 

Wayne  Heights  (Waynesboro)   0 

White  Dale 

101 

OHIO  DISTRICT 

Columbus  (iCooperative) 

25 

Firestone  Park  (Akron) 

55 

Fremont 

192 

■Garber   (Ashland) 

39 

Glenford 

34 

Gratis 

1,6^ 

'Gretna 

798 

HUlcrest  (Dayton) 

2,474 

2,575 

Louisville 

2,775 

5,534 

MassiUon 

234 

216 

Newark 

280 

364 

New  Lebanon 

2,525 

12,254 

North  Georgetown 

555 

821 

Park  Street  (Ashland) 

4,568 

8,851 

Pleasant  HiU 

772 

6,023 

Smith  ville 

1,677 

3,295 

Trinity  (Canton) 

1,155 

2,054 

Walcrest  (Mansfield) 

23 

28 

West  Alexandria 

914 

1,954 

WiUiamstown 

50 

217 

INDIANA  DISTRICT 

Ardmore 

1,552 

2,555 

Brighton  Chapel 

350 

600 

Bryan 

1,615 

2,398 

BurUngton 

1,482 

2,302 

Center  Chapel 

137 

59 

College  Corner 

137 

313 

Corinth 

499 

1,521 

County  Line 

98 

564 

Denver 

30 

258 

Dutchtown 

25 

100 

Elkhart 

1,513 

3,916 

Flora 

835 

1,502 

Goshen 

3,242 

2,788 

Huntington 

20 

339 

Jefferson 

870 

2,065 

Kokomo 

178 

434 

Loree 

1,000 

5,493 

Marion 

0 

0 

Matteson 

0 

0 

Meadow  Crest  (Ft.  Wayne)      30 

81 

Mexico 

351 

1,071 

Milford 

353 

442 

Mishawaka 

64 

128 

Muncie 

263 

601 

Nappanee 

4,068 

6,801 

New  Paris 

3,972 

4,522 

North  Liberty 

785 

764 

North  Manchester 

3,356 

6,827 

Oakville 

631 

1,006 

Peru 

661 

786 

Roann 

1,723 

2,671 

Roanoke 

146 

378 

South  Bend 

1,462 

4,259 

Teegarden 

888 

777 

Tiosa 

923 

1,048 

Wabash 

436 

81 

Warsaw 

485 

1,872 

Winding  Waters  (lElfchart) 

822 

1,455 

{continued  on 
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CENTRAL,  DISTRICT 

NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 

DISTRICT 

Cedar  Falls 

226 

356 

Lathrop 

1,020 

l,51i 

Cerro  Gordo 

107 

161 

Manteca 

1,505 

2,22{ 

Lanark 

904 

2,777 

Stockton 

24 

14; 

MUledgevUle 

4,041 

5,841 

UdeU 

20 

750 

SOUTHWEST  DISTRICT 

Waterloo 

4,436 

7,306 

Papago  Park 

164 

91? 

Tucson 

57 

1,29E 

MIDWEST  DISTRICT 

Carleton 

32 

20 

FLORIDA  CHURCHES 

Cheyenne 

361 

334 

Bradenton 

300 

4541 

Derby 

0 

31 

St.  Petersburg 

226 

35f 

Falls  City 

100 

441 

Sarasota 

*684 

7,0a, 

Fort  Scott 

0 

19 

Morrill 

21 

50 

*also  supporting  the  Bradenton  Brethren 

Church 

Mulvane 

0 

58 

as  a  part  of  Home  Mission 

giving. 

BRETHREN  HOUSE  BEAT 


A  Home  Mhshn  Minhlfi/  in  St.  Pelenbarg,  flofl 

Phil  &  Jesn  Ufseli       "^ 
Bonnie  Manson 


I  WANT  TO  BE  A  TEACHER 

A  teacher  is — 
a  sharer 

a  caller  to  attention 
a  spotlighter 
"Look!" 

"What  do  you  see?" 
"What  do  you  hear?" 
A  teacher  cares  about  her  pupils — 

a  listener  for  what  is  behind  the  words 

an  observer  of  actions,  reactions,  and  no  action 

a  suggester 

"How  about  this?" 
"Have  you  thought  of  ..." 
"Did  you  ever  consider  .  .  ." 
A  teacher  is  a  compulsive  creator — 

She  has  to  mix  what  is  in  her  with  what  she  experiences 
So  that  others  may  see  and  hear  and  feel  the  new  mixture 
A  teacher  wants  what  is  best  for  each  one — 

Sometimes  providing  insulation  against  others'  expectations 
Sometimes  nudging  and  prodding  in  spite  of  protests 
Sometimes  making  mistakes 
Sometimes  saying  "NO !" 
Sometimes  saying  "I  don't  know." 
Sometimes  saying  "Let's  try." 
A  teacher  likes  to  be  surprised — • 

She  is  not  afraid  to  have  her  pupils  discover  what  she  hasn't 
A  teacher  is  really  another  of  God's  instruments — 
placed  in  the  world  to  guide  growth 
Thank  you,  God,  for  this  aspiration. 
Please  shai-pen  to  precision  this  tool  of  Thine. 

Jean  Lersch 

St.  Petersburg,  Florida 
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(Victory  or  Despair 
Continued  from  page  3) 

Then  Elijah  told  the  people  to  come  near.  He 
prepared  an  ciltar  with  twelve  stones,  according  to 
the  number  of  the  tribes  of  the  sons  of  Jacob.  He 
arranged  the  wood,  cut  his  ox  in  pieces,  and  laid 
it  on  the  wood.  But  Elijah  did  something  different 
from  the  prophets  of  Baal.  He  doused  his  offering 
with  so  much  water,  that  it  filled  a  trench  which 
he  dug  around  the  altar.  Then  he  prayed  to  God. 
"O  Lord,  the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Israel, 
today  let  it  be  known  that  Thou  art  God  in  Israel, 
£ind  that  I  am  Thy  servant,  and  that  I  have  done 
ail  these  things  at  Thy  word.  Answer  me,  O  Lord, 
answer  me,  that  this  people  may  know  that  Thou, 
O  Lord,  art  God,  and  that  Thou  hast  turned  their 
heart  back  again."  God's  answer  was  immediate. 
"Then  fire  of  the  Lord  feU,  and  consumed  the 
burnt  offering  and  the  wood  and  the  stones  and 
the  dust,  and  licked  up  the  water  that  was  In  the 
trench"  (verse  38).  Seeing  this  undeniable  proof  of 
the  Lord's  power,  the  people  fell  on  their  faces  and 
said,  "The  Lord,  He  is  God;  the  Lord,  He  is  God." 
Then  Elijah  carried  out  God's  judgment  against 
false  prophets  by  having  them  killed  (Deut.  18:20). 

This  story  is  above  all  a  demonstration  of  the 
fact  that  there  is  but  one  God — the  God  of  Abra- 
■ham,  Isaac  and  Jacob.  Yet  it  is  also  a  vindication 
iof  Ehjaih's  ministry  and  his  God  (see  verse  36). 
JFor  all  these  years  he  had  proclaimed  the  mes- 
jsage  of  the  Lord  God,  many  times  to  deaf  ears. 
Now,  however,  before  all  Israel  the  truth  of  Eli- 
jah's message  and  the  reality  of  his  God  had  been 
demonstrated.  Truly  it  was  a  great  victory  for  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel  and  His  servant,  Elijah. 

The  story  of  EUjah  at  Mount  Horeb,  however, 
lies  in  stark  contrast  to  the  story  of  Elijah  at 
Mount  Carmel.  Following  the  Mount  Carmel  ex- 
perience, Jezebel  vowed  to  kill  Elijah  (I  Kings 
19:2).  In  fear  for  his  very  Ufe,,  Elijah  fled  south 
to  Judah,  to  the  wilderness  near  Beersheba.  As  he 
thought  about  his  plight,  he  became  very  depressed 
and  despondent.  Elijah  despaired  even  unto  death. 
"It  is  enough;  now,  O  Lord,  take  my  life,  for  I 
am  not  better  than  my  fathers"  (verse  4).  How 
human  Elijah  was  at  this  point!  When  the  chips 
were  down,  when  nothing  was  going  his  way,  he 
wanted  to  give  up  and  die.  He  seemed  even  to  for- 
get God's  previous  care  and  protection  of  his  life. 

Notice  that  God  had  other  plans  for  EUjah.  (3od 
sent  an  angel  who  fed  EUjah  and  told  him  to  go 
into  the  wilderness  to  Mount  Horeb  (or  Mt.  Sinai). 
There  Elijah  meditated  before  the  Lord  in  a  cave 
for  forty  days  and  forty  nights.  During  this  pe- 
riod, the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  EUjah,  and 
God  asked  him  an  interesting  question,  "What  are 
you  doing  here,  EUjah?"  (verse  9).  One  would  ex- 
pect EUjah  to  have  responded.  "Why  you  told  me 
to  come  here!"  However,  this  was  not  EUjah's  re- 
srponse;  instead  he  told  God  exactly  what  was 
bugging  him.  "I  have  been  very  zealous  for  the 
Lord,  the  God  of  hosts;  for  the  sons  of  Israel  have 
forsaken  Thy  covenant,  torn  down  Thine  altars 
and  kiUed  Thy  prophets  wdth  the  sword.  And  I 
alone  am  left;  and  they  seek  my  life,  to  take  it 
away"  (verse  10).  EUjah  was  still  centered  on  his 
own  problems. 


God  then  taught  EUjah  a  very  interesting  lesson 
(verses  11-14).  God  told  EUjah  to  stand  on  the 
mountain  before  Him.  As  Elijah  waited,  suddenly 
there  arose  a  great  and  strong  wind  that  rent  the 
mountains  and  broke  in  pieces  the  rocks  before 
the  Lord;  but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  wind.  Next 
there  came  an  earthquake;  but  the  Lord  was  not 
in  the  earthquake.  A  fire  foUowed;  but  the  Lord 
was  not  in  the  fire.  FinaUy  there  came  a  sound  of 
a  gentle  blowing,  and  EUjah  knew  God  was 
present.  He  wrapped  his  face  in  his  mantle  and 
stood  at  the  entrance  of  his  cave.  God  now  re- 
peats his  previous  question,  "What  are  you  doing 
here,  Elijah?"  StiU  caught  up  in  his  own  depres- 
sion, Elijah  answers  this  question  exactly  as  he 
did  before.  It  would  appear  that  EUjah  missed  the 
whole  point  of  God's  demonstration,  but  at  any 
rate  God  replies  with  a  direct  answer  to  EUjah's 
problem  (verses  15-18).  He  teUs  EUjah  to  return 
to  Israel  where  he  wUl  anoint  a  new  Idng.  Ahab's 
line  will  be  destroyed,  and  He  further  reassures 
EUjah,  "Yet  I  wUl  leave  7000  in  Israel,  aU  the 
knees  that  have  not  bowed  to  Baal  and  every 
mouth  that  has  not  kissed  him." 

FoUowing  the  great  victory  of  EUjah  and  his 
God  in  chapter  18,  it  is  rather  difficult  to  under- 
stand Elijah's  great  despair  in  chapter  19.  EUjah's 
problem  does  not  center  in  the  fact  that  Jezebel 
was  trying  to  kill  him;  she  had  sought  his  Ufe  all 
along.  His  problem  was  that  he  became  "short- 
sighted." He  could  not  see  beyond  his  own  des- 
perate situation.  He  forgot  how  God  had  previously 
protected  and  cared  for  him.  But  notice  God's 
remedy.  He  sent  EUjah  to  Mount  Horeb  to  medi- 
tate upon  Himself.  Also  note  how  God  came  to 
Elijah.  It  was  not  in  the  great,  strong  wind,  nor 
the  violent  earthquake,  nor  even  the  brUliant, 
searing  fire  as  EUjah  probably  expected,  (^d  came 
to  EUjah  in  the  "sound  of  a  gentle  blowing."  He 
was  telUng  Elijah,  "Quit  worrying  about  your  own 
'great'  problems  that  thunder  for  solution;  this 
road  leads  only  to  despair.  Instead,  turn  your  at- 
tention to  Me  and  quietly  meditate  upon  Me.  Trust 
Me  that  I  will  solve  all  your  problems  in  My  way." 
The  lesson  that  EUjah  needed  to  learn  is  well 
stated  in  Psalm  46:10,  "Be  stiU  and  know  that  I 
am  God." 

Like  EUjah,  we  too  have  our  Mount  Carmels 
and  Mount  Horebs.  At  times  we  see  God's  hand  at 
work  in  every  aspect  of  our  lives.  We  ex-perience 
that  joy  and  peace  which  should  be  ours  as  Chris- 
tians (Rom.  5:1).  We  boldly  claim  the  promise, 
"If  God  is  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us?"  (Rom. 
8:31).  At  other  times,  however,  we  have  expe- 
riences similar  to  EUjah's  at  Mount  Horeb.  Some 
tragedy  or  difficulty  strikes  that  causes  us  to  be 
shortsighted.  AU  we  can  see  is  our  own  dilemma. 
We  became  depressed  and  despair  even  of  life  it- 
self. God  seems  to  be  distant  and  unconcerned.  Yet 
the  problem  is  not  with  Him;  it  is  with  us.  He  is 
always  there,  waiting  for  us  once  again  to  allow 
Him  to  renew  our  strength  (Is.  40:31).  We  need 
to  learn,  as  Elijah  did,  to  quietly  meditate  upon 
God.  We  need  to  remember  as  Jesus  pointed  out, 
"And  which  of  you  by  being  anxious  Ccin  add  a 
single  cubit  to  his  life's  span?"  (Matt.  6:27).  God 
will  work  aU  things  out  according  to  his  perfect 
plan,  and  He  asks  us  only  to  "Be  still  and  know 
that  I  am  God." 
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THE  TASK  BEFORE  US 


by  Waldron  Scofti 


This  message  ivas  originally  the  script  of 
a  multi-media  presentation  by  the  Navigators 
in  Lausanne,  Suritzerland  at  the  197 A  Inter- 
national Congress  on  World  Evangelization. 


Only  a  few  thousand  people  first  heard  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  on  the  shores  of  the  Med- 
iterranean Sea  19  centuries  ago.  Today,  a  thous- 
and million  people  profess  Christianity,  making 
it  the  first  truly  worldwide  faith.  William  Temple, 
the  late  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  referred  to  this 
as  "the  great,  new  fact  of  our  time." 

This  achievement,  of  course,  is  not  to  our  credit 
— it  is  the  Lord's  doing,  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  in  accordance  with  His  eternal  plan.  As 
Ephesians  1:10  says,  "a  plan  for  the  fulness  of 
time,  to  unite  all  things  in  Him,  things  In  Heaven 
and  things  on  earth." 

During  the  first  500  years  of  Christian  history 
believers  were  less  than  10  percent  of  the  world's 
population.  During  the  second  500  years  Europe 
was  evangelized  but  North  Africa  and  the  Middle 
East  were  lost  to  Islam — so  there  was  little  net 
gam.  During  the  third  500  year  period  also  there 
was  little  churdh  growth.  After  the  misguided 
attempt  of  the  Crusades,  European  Christians  con- 
centrated on  inward   renewal  and  reform. 

But  God  had  not  abandoned  His  great  plan  to 
disciple  the  nations.  During  the  past  500  years, 
and  particularly  in  the  last  two  centuries,  the 
world  has  witnessed  a  dramatic  upsurge  of  the 
Christian  community.  As  least  30  per  cent  of  our 
planet's  population  today  professes  the  Christian 
faith. 

Some  of  the  fastest  growing  churdies  in  the 
world  are  in  Asia.  Men's  response  to  the  Gospel 
there  has  thrilled  us  all.  There  are  now  approxi- 
mately 70  million  Christians  In  Asia.  H2ilf  of  these 
are  in  the  Philippine  RepubUc.  It  is  true  that  70 
million  is  only  a  tiny  percentage  (3  per  cent)  of 
Asia's  total  population;  but  a  more  important 
statistic  than  absolute  numbers  must  be  consid- 
ered— namely,  the  rate  of  growth;  that  is,  the 
percentage  of  Increase  of  a  group  annually. 

Dr.  Ralph  Winter  has  calculated  that  during 
the  first  three-quarters  of  this  century  Christians 
in  Asia  increased  at  an  average  annual  rate  nearly 
three  times  that  of  non-Christians. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  20th  Century  there^ 
were  75  non-Christians  In  Asia  for  every  Christian.' 
Today,  this  ratio  has  dropped  to  22  to  1 — one  third 
of  the  previous  proportion!  And  It  appears  that 
this  trend  wUl  continue  throughout  the  remainder! 
of  this  century — ^clear  evidence  that  the  Spirit  of 
God  is  moving  mightily  in  Asia  in  our  time. 

But  God's  power  has  been  even  more  dramatic- 
ally evident  m  Africa  during  the  20th  Century. 
At  the  beginning  of  this  century  only  IVz  peril 
cent  of  Africa's  peoples  professed  the  Name  of 
Christ.  Today,  the  proportion  of  Africans  who 
have  indicated  their  allegiance  to  Jesus  has  risen 
to  33  per  cent.  And  by  the  year  2000,  just  25  years 
from  now,  nearly  half  of  the  continent  will  hav( 
come  under  the  banner  of  the  Cross! 

During  the  period  1900-1975  Christians  in  Asia 
increased  at  a  rate  nearly  three  times  that  ol 
non-Christians.  In  Africa  during  the  same  j>eriod 
the  rate  was  almost  four  times  faster!  That  is, 
whereas  the  population  of  Africa  generally  in- 
creased at  a  rate  of  1.2  per  cent  per  year,  th€ 
Christian  community  expanded  by  4.6  per  ceni 
annually. 

At  the  beginning  of  our  century  there  were  2S 
non-Christians  in  Africa  for  every  Christian.  To- 
day, there  are  only  2% — a  ten-fold  drop!  And,  as 
we  saw  with  respect  to  Asia,  in  Africa  also  thii 
trend  will  persist  for  at  least  the  next  25  years. 

Thus,  it  is  probable  that  by  the  year  2000  there 
will  be  more  non-Westem  Christians  in  the  world 
than  Western.  Also,  by  that  date  the  center  ol 
gravity  of  Christendom  wiU  have  shifted  froifl 
north  of  the  equator  to  south.  I 

Part  of  this  Shift  can  be  traced  to  the  growing 
number  of  evangelicals  in  Latin  America.  Latin 
America  has  been  a  nominally  Christian  con- 
tinent for  more  than  400  years.  BrazU,  for  ex- 
ample, is  the  world's  largest  Catholic  country. 
Within  Latin  America  during  the  20th  Centurj 
overall  church  growth  has  resulted  not  merelj 
from  normal  population  increases  but  from  thi 
multiplication   of  evangelical  communities. 
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The  current  population  growth  rate  in  Latin 
America  is  about  3  per  cent — the  highest  in  the 
world.  Among  evangelicals,  however,  the  growth 
rate  in  recent  years  has  been  10  per  cent!  In  other 
words,  evangelicals  are  expanding  three  times 
faster  than  the  population  at  large! 

In  contrast  with  Latin  America,  North  America 
is  predominantly  Protestant,  though  with  a  sig- 
nificant Catholic  element.  North  American  church 
membership  increased  steadily  for  more  than  100 
years.  But,  as  was  pointed  out  in  Dean  KeUey's 
book.  Why  Conservative  Churches  are  Growing, 
some  of  the  largest  denominations  in  America  have 
experienced  declines  in  membership  since  1965. 

In  contrast,  such  declines  are  not  apparent  in 
Bible-centered  churches.  Moreover,  the  number  of 
missionaries  affiliated  with  North  American  evan- 
gelical societies  has  increased  by  60  i>er  cent  in 
recent  years. 

Up  to  this  point  we  have  been  considering  the 
amazing  expansion  of  Christianity  through  the 
centuries — and  for  this  we  praise  God.  Now  we 
turn  our  attention  to  the  tasli  that  remains  before 
us — ^the  nearly  3  ibdHion  unreached  people  on  our 
planet. 

In  doing  so  we  look  first  at  Europe,  the  center 
of  Christian  faith  for  the  past  1500  years — the 
home  of  the  Protestant  Reformation  and  the  home 
base  for  much  of  the  'modem  gloibal  missionary 
movement.  Within  this  century  European  Christen- 
dom has  experienced  steady  secularization  com- 
bined with  intense  apposition  from  atheistic  ma- 
terialism— so  much  that  contemporary  European 
culture  is  frequently  said  to  be  "post-Christian." 

Christian  expansion  in  Europe  in  recent  decades 
has  not  kept  pace  with  the  continent's  population 
growth.  Church  attendance  has  decreased  signif- 
icantly during  the  past  half-century. 

Less  than  3  per  cent  of  those  now  living  in  Eur- 
ope are  members  of  non-Christian  religions  sueh 
as  Judiasm,  Islam  and  Hinduism.  Over  25  jjer 
cent  are  avowedly  atheist,  thoug'h  living  in  coun- 
tries which  are  historically  Christian.  Nearly  two- 
thirds  are  Christian,  the  majority  being  Roman 
Catholic  and  Eastern  Orthodox. 

It  is  impossible,  of  course,  to  estimate  the  pre- 
cise number  of  committed  Christians.  But  in  most 
European  countries  regular  church  attendance 
does  not  exceed  5  per  cent.  It  is  apparent,  then, 
that  the  task  of  evangelizing  Europe  consists  as 
much  in  reaching  those  Who  are  Christian  in 
name  only — a  recent  public  opinion  poll,  for  ex- 
ample, revealed  that  only  29  per  cent  of  the  British 
people  believe  in  God — as  in  persuading  atheists 
or  members  of  non-Christian  religions. 

The  situation  in  North  America  is  similar  to 
that  in  Europe  in  that  there  are  relatively  few 
adherents  of  non-Christian  religions  to  win — some 
Indian  tribes,  and  members  of  the  Jewish  faith 
being  the  main  exceptions.  One  difference  is  that 
North  America  is  almost  totally  Christian — at 
least  formally.  Militant  atheism  is  not  a  major 
factor  Eis  in  Europe. 

Another  difference  is  that  the  evangelical  sector 
is  somewhat  larger  than  in  Europe^ — or  at  least 
most  visible!  Yet  America's  pervasive  materialism 
presents   a  formidable  challenge  to  evangelism. 

Again,  in  Latin  America  the  challenge  is  not 
only  tihe  aboriginal  tribes — though  it  is  imperative 


that  they  be  reached — it  is  also  the  great  mass  of 
nominal  Christians  who  combine  various  mixtures 
of  pagan  and  Christian  practices. 

In  some  respects,  therefore,  the  evangelistic 
challenges  presented  by  Europe,  North  America 
and  Latin  America  are  similar.  When  we  look  at 
the  challenge  of  Africa,  however,  we  see  some- 
thing quite  different.  Here  the  percentage  of  ad- 
herents of  non-Christian  religions — that  is,  tra- 
ditional tribal  religions  (25  per  cent) — and  Islam 
(42  per  cent) — is  much  higher  than  in  Europe, 
North  America  and  Latin  America. 

From  the  standpoint  of  sheer  numbers,  how- 
ever, Asia,  even  more  than  Africa,  presents  the 
greatest  challenge  of  all  to  our  generation.  Mem- 
bers of  non-Christian  reUgions  constitute  fully  95 
per  cent  of  the  population  of  this  vast  continent. 
The  significance  of  this  large  percentage  strikes 
home  when  we  realize  that  Asia,  though  only  one 
of  six  continents,  contains  more  than  half  of  the 
world's  population — that  is,  more  than  half  of  all 
those  for  whom  Christ  died. 

We  are  not  suggesting,  of  course,  that  the  entire 
evangelistic  and  missionary  resources  of  the  Chris- 
tian church  be  projected  into  this  area.  We  have 
already  indicated  the  special  challenges  of  the 
other  continents.  But  it  is  imperative  that  we 
recognize  that  almost  half  of  the  fulfillment  of 
the  Great  Commission  in  our  time  will  be  decided 
in  this  small  area.  It  is  reasonable  to  assume  that 
the  greatest  part  of  the  task  of  world  evangeliza- 
tion in  the  immediate  future  lies  in  Asia. 

Yes,  something  new — a  worldwide  Church  .  .  . 
Christians  in  every  land.  And  yet,  so  much  re- 
mains to  be  done!  Hindus,  Muslims,  Chinese — 
these  three  groups  alone  constitute  83  per  cent  of 
all  non-Christians  in  Asia  and  Africa.  Moreover, 
they  are  beyond  the  reach  of  ordinary  near- 
neighbor  evangelism.  Consequently  it  is  essential 
to  stress  the  importance  of  both  local  evangelism 
and  missionary  outreach. 

Missionaries — that  is,  disciple-makers  sent  out 
across  cultural  frontiers — are  needed  more  than 
ever.  Even  Western  missionaries  are  required  in 
many  places  in  greater  numbers  than  ever,  in 
spite  of  so^me  voices  to  the  contrary. 

Yet  these  three  groups  —  Hindus,  Muslims, 
Chinese — nearly  2  billion  strong — are  the  object 
of  only  5  per  cent  of  today's  Protestant  missionary 
force.  The  other  95  per  cent  of  our  missionaries 
are  directing  their  efforts  toward  the  nurture  of 
Christians  or  that  much  smaller  group  of  un- 
reached peoples  which,  though  admittedly  import- 
ant, nevertheless  comprises  only  17  per  cent  of 
the  unreached  peoples  of  Asia  and  Africa. 

One  reason  for  this,  of  course,  is  that  Hinduism, 
Islam  and  Buddhism,  as  well  as  Chinese  com- 
munism, present  special  obstacles  to  Western 
evangelistic  agencies.  iReaiistic  strategy  for  the 
coming  quarter  century,  therefore,  calls  for  many, 
many  more  Third  World  missionaries. 

Indeed,  this  strategy  appears  to  have  been 
inaugurated  already  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  for  one 
of  the  most  exciting  developments  in  our  time  is 
the  emergence  of  Third  World  missions.  The 
authors  of  Missions  from  the  Third  World,  report 
that  more  than  200  agencies  fro-m  46  non-Western 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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countries  have  already  sent  out  more  than  3,000 
missionaries. 

Nigeria,  India  and  Brazil  lead  the  way,  followed 
by  the  Philippines,  Japan,  Mexico  and  Third  World 
ethnic  missions  from  the  United  States.  But  these 
are  only  the  vanguard.  Thousands  more  are  need- 
ed! Surely  one  of  the  most  significant  things 
evangelical  leaders  must  do  today  is  to  give 
prayerful  consideration  to  how  missionaries  from 
the  Third  World  can  be  multipUed. 

A  good  deal  of  emphasis  has  been  placed  on 
statistics  in  this  presentation.  We  recognize  the 
dangers  inherent  in  worlcLng  with  figures — and  it 
is  perfectly  true  that  our  Lord  is  as  much  con- 
cerned with  quaUty  as  with  quantity.  However, 
statistics  are  useful  in  revealing  something  of 
the  dimensions  of  the  task  before  us. 

For  every  person  in  our  world  today  who  pro- 
fesses the  Name  of  Jesus,  there  are  two  who  have 
never  heard  His  Name.  And,  m  the  words  of  the 
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Apostle  Paul,  "How  are  they  to  believe  in  Him 
of  whom  they  have  never  heard?"  "And  how  are 
they  to  hear  without  a  preacher?"  "And  how  can 
they  preach  unless  they  be  sent?" 

To  these  sharp  questions  we  may  add  a  fourth: 
"And  how  are  they  to  go  if  they  do  not  have  the 
facts?" 

Now  that  we  have  considered  some  relevant 
facts — if  each  of  us  were  to  bend  every  effort  to 
mobilize  our  fellow  Christians,  first,  for  the  evan- 
gelization of  our  own  nation,  and  then  for  the 
whole  world — ^what  wonders  might  God  do!  May 
Isaiah's  prayer  be  each  of  ours;  "Here  I  am.  Lord. 
Send  me!" 


Mr.  Scott  is  president  of  the  World  Evan- 
gelical Fellowship,  ivith  headquarters  in 
Colorado  Springs. 


WRITINGS  OF  'OXFORD  CHRISTIANS' 
ASSEMBLED  IN  WHEATON  COLLECTION 


by  David  M.  Smiekj 


WHEATON,  lU.  (EP)— With  a  grant  totalling 
one-third  of  a  million  dollars,  a  small  literary 
collection  begun  at  Wheaton  College  in  1965  has 
mushroomed  into  the  world's  best  collection  on 
C.  S.  Lewis  and  various  other  modern  British 
writers. 

Wheaton's  Marion  E.  Wade  Collection,  named 
in  memory  of  its  benefactor  who  was  founder 
of  ServiceMaster,  now  even  surpasses  the  great 
Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford  with  its  original  writ- 
ings of  Lewis,  Charles  Williams,  and  Owen 
Barfield. 

The  Collection  also  includes  worlcs  by  J.  R.  R. 
Tolkien,  George  MacDonald,  Dorothy  Sayers,  and 
G.  K.  Chesterton,  all  of  whom  were  often  called 
"The  Oxford  Christians." 

Recently,  the  shelves  and  files  of  first  editions, 
letters,  and  manuscripts  have  Increased  so  rapidly 
that  the  Collection  has  outgrown  its  home  in 
Wheaton's  English  department.  In  addition,  Whea- 
ton vice-president  for  academic  affairs,  Donald 
Mitchell,  has  announced,  "If  the  possibility  arises, 
we  would  hope  to  build  a  replica  on  campus  of 
Lewis'  home  near  Oxford." 

With  its  proposed  completion  by  1980,  the  house 
would  contain  an  entire  learning  center  of  the 
seven  authors. 

Lewis,  a  self-declared  "happy  atheist"  early  in 


life,  later  became  a  leading  spokesman  for  ortho- 
dox Christianity.  A  recognized  scholar  who  for 
30  years  was  fellow  and  tutor  at  Magdalen  College, 
Oxford,  he  later  held  the  chair  of  medieval  and 
Renaissance  literature  at  Cambridge  University. 
Lewis  is  best  known  for  his  Christian  treatises, 
mythical  fiction,   and  children's  stories. 

Since  his  death  in  1973,  Lewis'  chUdren  stories 
have  become  classics.  In  his  "Chronicles  of 
Namia,"  a  land  of  adventure,  by  passing  through 
a  special  wardrobe.  The  impetus  for  this  magic 
wardrobe  was  a  wardrobe  Which  stood  in  Lewis' 
home  near  Oxford.  This  elaborately  carved  col- 
lectors' item,  perhaps  the  most  famous  wardrobe 
in  the  United  States,  was  recently  purchased  by 
the  Wheaton  collection  and  stands  m  the  school's 
English  department.  Numerous  school  groups  and 
others  visited  Wheaton  this  year  with  a  special 
interest  In  this  intriguing  item. 

Lewis  draws  the  same  enthusiasm  from  adults 
as  well.  A  Professor  of  English  from  Victoria 
University  in  Canada  recently  spent  five  weeks 
at  the  Collection  studying  the  unpublished  letters 
of  Lewis.  Wheaton  Literature  Professor  Clyde  S. 
KUby,  a  personal  friend  to  both  Lewis  and  Tolkien 
and  founder  of  the  Collection,  cited  these  two  men 
as  among  the  most  widely  read  authors  in  this 
century.  Their  books  are  bestsellers  on  college 
campuses  today. 


February  8,  1975 


Pa£:e  Eleven 


LADY  OF  LOGARITHMS  AND  LOVINGKINDNESS 


Our  view  in  the  microscope  today  reveals  some- 
thing of  a  paradox.  One  generally  thinks  of  a 
mathematician  as  a  matter-of-fact,  no  nonsense 
kind  of  person,  given  to  dealing  only  with  facts 
and  figures,  and  not  greatly  involved  in  personal 
I  relationships.  But  here,  that  expectation  is  not 
followed. 

li  The  fine  lady  I  am  presenting  is  an  excellent 
'mathematician,  to  be  sure;  in  fact,  she  teaches 
those  formidable-sounding  courses  at  Ashland  Col- 
Jege  which  strike  fear  into  the  hearts  of  us  who 
have  difficulty  adding  double-digit  figures.  In  her 
-capacity  as  professor,  she  not  only  enables  her 
jlstudents  to  master  these  forbidding  disciplines,  but 
l^he  takes  personal  interest  in  every  o-ne  of  them, 
timulating  each  one  to  live  up  to  his  or  her 
lotential. 

These,  of  course,  are  her  professional  achieve- 
ments, but  she  performs  niimerous  other  services 
is  a  skUlful  dealer  in  numbers.  For  many  years 
she  has  served  as  financial  secretary  of  her  church, 
with  a  fine  record  of  dependability  and  accuracy, 
rhe  National  Women's  Missionary  Society  also 
has  benefitted  for  quite  some  time  from  her  ex- 
E>ertise;  she  has  served  as  their  financial  secretary. 


Apart  from  her  specialty  with  figures,  she  serves 
on  the  Brethren  Care  board.  In  her  local  church 
she  attends  services  faithfully,  performing  innum- 
erable tasks  as  requests  are  made  or  as  slhe  sees 
the  need. 

This  lady  has  travelled  widely  too:  Alaska, 
Argentina,  Nigeria,  Hawaii,  Israel,  Egypt,  Europe 
— you  name  it;  she  has  ibeen  there.  Her  travels 
have  resulted  in  many  new  friendships  and  some 
of  her  world-wide  friends  have  visited  her  in  her 
home  later. 

Because  of  her  contacts  in  her  travels  and  with 
her  students,  year  after  year,  she  has  ibeen  a  great 
benefactor  to  many  with  moral,  spiritual,  and 
material  support. 

She  lives  with  her  parents  who  are  becoming 
advanced  in  years  and  who  greatly  appreciate  her 
companionship  and  help  in  the  home. 

All  of  these  attributes  and  activities  reflect  the 
character  of  a  stalwart  Christian,  and  that  is 
exactly  what  she  is.  Indeed,  she  is  one  of  my 
favorite  people!  Who  is  she?  DOROTHY  CAR- 
PENTER*—who  else?     — U 

*AShlcind,  Ohio 
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BIBLE  THEME: 

Friends 

MISSION  PROJECT: 

Radio   Programs   and    Literature   for  Spanish 
Speaking   Americans 


by  ALBERTA  HOLSINGER 


BIBLE  STORY:     Jesus'  Friends  Help  Him 


(Have  a  large  picture  of  The  Last  Supper  by 

Da  Vinci  on  the  worship  center.) 

Many  of  you  iiave  seen  tiiis  picture  before.  Wlio 
can  tell  us  about  it? 

Yes,  this  is  Jesus  and  His  disciples  eating.  They 
are  eating  a  special  meal  called  the  Last  Supper. 

This  is  not  a  real  picture  of  the  supper.  This  is 
the  way  the  artist,  Mr.  Da  Vinci  thought  it  looked. 

Before  we  can  have  a  big  dinner  what  does 
someone  have  to  do?  That's  right.  Someone  has 
to  prepare  it  for  us.  It's  not  easy  to  get  ready  for 
a  feast.  Those  who  fix  it  for  us  do  it  because  they 
love  us. 


Jesus  and  His  disciples  were  near  the  city  of 
Jerusalem.  It  was  time  for  the  Passover  feast. 

"I  want  to  eat  a  special  meal  with  you,"  Jesus 
told  His  friends. 

"But  where  can  we  have  the  dinner,"  asked  one 
of  the  disciples.  "We  do  not  have  a  home  nor  even 
a  room  here." 


"Peter,"  said  Jesus,  I  would  like  for  you  and 
John  to  go  into  the  city.  You  will  see  a  man  carry- 
ing a  jar  of  water.  Follow  him.  He  will  stop  at  the 
home  of  a  man  who   has  a  room  we  may  use. 


Ask  to  use  the  room  and  get  things  ready  forj 
supper." 

Peter  and  John  went  into  Jerusalem.  They  sav* 
a   man   carrying   a  jar  of  water.  They  folio we( 
him.  They  saw  him  go  into  a  house.  They  knockec 
at  the  door.  A  man  opened  it. 

"We  are  Jesus'  friends,"  said  Peter.  "He  wantSi 
us  to  fix  a  meal  for  Him  and  His  disciples.  Do§ 
you  have  a  room  we  may  use?" 

"Yes,  I  have,"  answered  the  man.  "Follow  me." 

He  led  them  upstairs  to  a  large  room.  There  was* 
a  long  table  and  seats.  There  was  a  place  to  pre  • 
pare  the  food. 

"Thank  you,"  said  John.  "We  wUl  prepare  th^ 
meal  for  Jesus." 

Later  Jesus  and  the  other  disciples  came.  Thel 
table  was  set.  The  candles  were  lit.  The  food  was 
cooked. 

Jesus  smiled  at  Peter  and  John.  "You  have  donei 
well,"  He  said.  "Thank  You.  I  am  glad  I  have 
friends  who  will  'help  me  do  the  things  I  ask  them 
to  do." 

Based  on  Mark  14:13-17 


Memory  Verse:     John  20:21 

There  are  things  each  of  us  can  do  everyday  t<i 
help  Jesus.  Our  memory  verse  reminds  us  t:ha| 
He  has  work  for  us  to  do. 

"As  the  Father  has  sent  me,  even  so  I  am  sendj 
ing  you." 
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MISSION  TIME 


Dear  Signal  Lights: 

Sunday  I  thought  of  you.  I  thought  of  each  one 
jf  you  who  are  praying  for  the  Curtis'  and  the 
Spanish-speaking  Americans  they  teach.  I  thought 
)f  you  because  I  was  worshiping  in  our  Tucson 
ZSiurch. 

Behind  me  were  sitting  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Curtis 
md  some  of  their  Mexican-American  friends. 

You  remember  the  Grandma  and  her  family 
:hat  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  visit?  (See  the  January 
•nission  story.)  The  friends  in  church  with  the 
IJurtis'  were  her  son  Who  is  the  father  of  the 
family,  his  two  sons,  and  two  daughters.  I  wish 
i^ou  could  meet  the  little  girls.  You  would  lilie 
:hem.  They  have  pretty  black  hair  and  beautiful 
>ig  dark  eyes.  They  are  happy  little  girls  who 
smUe  often.  They  were  very  quiet  in  church. 
[Linda  cuddled  a  tiny  doll.)  They  sang.  They 
sowed  their  heads  in  prayer.  They  listened.  They 
lad  come  to  worship  God. 

Grandmother  didn't  come  to  church.  She's  old 
ind  it's  difficult  for  her  to  go  places  now.  Then, 
:oo,  she  speaks  only  Spanish  and  wouldn't  have 
inderstood  much  of  the  service. 

She  is  happy  most  of  her  family  attends  church 
md  is  learning  of  Jesus. 

Soon  Rev.  Curtis  hopes  to  have  a  Sunday  morn- 
ng  class  Which  he  wUl  teach  in  Spanish.  Then 
nore  of  the  Mexican-Americans  will  attend  church. 

Sunday  I  was  happy  to  be  worshiping  with  the 
rucson  Brethren  and  as  I  worshiped  I  thought 
)f  you.  I  remembered  how  you  are  praying  for 
Jie  Mexican-Americans.  SUently  I  prayed,  "Tharik 
iTou,  God.  Thank  You  for  answering  the  prayers 
>f  the  Signal  Lights.  Thank  You  for  the  new 
Mends  in  the  seat  behind  me." 

I  know  you,  too,  wUl  want  to  thank  God  for 
mswering  your  prayers.  And  I  know  you  will 
jontlnue  to  jyray  for  the  Curtis'  and  the  Spanish- 
speaking  people  they  are  teaching. 

With  love, 
Your  EMitoo". 


i   o 


— 'tv^ll^i:-^'-"Ti-i?-_4l""^r 


■^^1   «?»;■' '"^J 


/  •,,     ■^Mi'-^er- 


a  time  when 

Christians  everywhere 

gather  together 

to  pray 

"Workers  Together  With  God,' 
a  Bible-centered  worship 
guide  prepared  by  the 
National  Association  of 
Evangelicals,  is  available 
in  booklet  form  for  group 
participation  in  church 
and  community  services 

WORSHIP  BOOKLET 


MA  TE RIALS  PROVIDED 
WITHOUT  CHARGE 


Please  send  materials 

in  quantity  indicated: 

Rooklpts 

Posters 

<;amplp  nnly 

NAME 

Ar)nRFS.t; 

CITY 

STATE                               7i> 

National  Association  of  Evangelicals 
Box  28,  Wheaton  IL   60187 
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ACTION — Government   Program   Offering 
Opportunities  for  Older  Americans 

by  Beverly  Summy 


".  .  .  the  entire  Nation  has  a  high  stake  in  a  better 
life  for  its  older  citizens  simply  because  we  need 
you.  We  need  the  resources  which  you,  aJone, 
can  offer." 

President  Richard  Nixon 

The  White  House  Conference  of  Aging 

December  2,  1971 

The  government  offers  various  programs  in 
which  older  Americans  can  serve  while  helping 
others  and  the  nation.  ACTION  is  a  relatively  new 
agency  which  consolidates  all  federal  volunteer 
programs.  President  Nixon  called  ACTION  an 
"Alliance  of  the  generations"  since  individuals  of 
all  ages  may  serve  in  the  various  programs  of 
this  agency. 

Former  Peace  Corps  Director  Joe  Blatchford  was 
named  as  director  and  he  challenged: 

"Let  us  work  together  to  seek  out  those  ways 
by  which  the  commitment  and  the  compassion 
of  one  generation  can  be  linked  to  the  will  and 
experience  of  another  so  that  we  can  serve 
Americans  better  and  Americans  can  better 
serve  mankind." 

This  commitment  to  provide  opportunities  for 
older  Americans,  to  become  active  in  meaningful 
tasks  ...  to  improve  the  quality  of  their  lives  by 
participating  in  new  accomplishments,  has  been 
answered  in  the  multi-faceted  ACTION  programs. 
Approximately  80,000  opportunities  for  volunteer 
service  by  older  Americans  had  been  created  by 
July,  1973. 

RSVP— ACTIONS  Retired  Senior  Volunteer  Pro- 
gram, a  new  dimension  of  community  service,  is 
the  fastest  growing  volunteer  program  in  the  na- 
tional Congress  responded  to  President  Nixon's 
request  to  triple  the  funding  for  RSVP  by  appro- 
priating $15  million  for  this  program. 

These  community  organized  and  operated  proj- 
ects are  providing  meaningful  volunteer  jobs 
ranging  from  chauffeurlng  patients  to  clinics  to 
serving  as  senior  teaching  aides — the  activities 
are  as  numerous  and  diverse  as  the  applicants. 
Volunteers  may  provide  companionship  and  guid- 
ance to  pre-school  children,  or  drive  a  bus  full  of 
happy  children  to  a  day-care  center,  or  assist  pro- 
bation officers.  The  list  of  things  to  be  done  is 
endless.  Typical  of  RSVP  is  the  Hospital  of  the 
Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania  in  North  Phil- 
adelphia where  volunteers  work  with  children  in 
the  Pediatric  CUnic.  Others  do  clerical  jobs  in  the 
Dietary  Department,  or  prepare  surgical  Idts  for 
the  Operating  Room. 

FOSTER  GRANDPARENTS  —  ACTION  Volun- 
teers who  work  in  the  Foster  Grandparents  Pro- 
gram are  retired  Americans  with  low  incomes — 
men  and  women  who  must  be  at  least  60.  One 
Volunteer  is  93.  They  come  from  aU  sections  of 
the  nation  and  from  varied  backgrounds.  They 
work    with    disadvantaged    children    in    hospitals, 
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correctional  institutions,  residential  facilities  fori 
mentally  retarded,  emotionally  disturbed,  depend- 
ent and  neglected  children.  Fifty  thousand  children 
in  450  child  care  institutions  throughout  the  coun- 
try are  benefiting  from  love,  care  and  demon- 
strated concern  of  more  than  11,000  older  Ameri- 
cans. Invariable,  Volunteers  say  their  lives  have 
more  meaning,  that  they  receive  more  love  than 
they  could  possibly  give. 

VISTA — Volunteers  In  Service  to  America  has 
nearly  300  ACTION  Volunteers  who  are  60  years 
or  over  from  varying  backgrounds — retired  busi- 
nessmen, housewives,  lawyers,  former  welfare  i 
recipients — anyone  who  wants  to  give  time,  energy, 
and  a  sense  of  caring. 

VISTA  is  particulary  attractive  to  older  Ameri- 
cans because  40  percent  of  the  VISTA  Volunteers 
are  recruited  to  work  in  their  community. 

In  Boston,  Anna  Aicardi,  72,  knows  every  housed! 
and  the  color  of  every  home  in  her  South  Boston  n 
VISTA    project    neighborhood.    A    retired    social  i 
worker,  Anna,  is  the  team  leader  for  the  "Southie" 
VISTA  project — manning  phones  in  a  mobile  city 
hall  to  refer  citizens  to  avaUable  services.  gi 

PEACE  CORPS— Older  Americans  have  always  J 
served  with  distinction  in  the  Peace  Corps.  Matur-" 
ity  gained  from  a  Ufetime  of  experience  and  the  t 
proficiency  in  skills  possessed  by  older  citizens  are  'f 
scarce  in  developing  countries  served  by  theve 
Peace  Corps.  \ 

Dorothy  Foster  of  Dillon,  Montana  was  60  and|l 
scheduled  for  retirement  when  she  changed  her<ii 
classroom  setting  from  Montana  to  Thailand  by.'y 
way  of  the  Peace  Corps.  Saul  Greiman,  68,  Iromji 
Jersey  City,  N.J.,  a  retired  plumber,,  was  unhappy'V 
without  the  daily  challenge  of  his  career.  He  nowi 
teaches  plumbing  in  Honduras.  ■' 

SCORE— ACTION'S  Service  Corps  of  Retire*  I 
Executives  has  attracted  4,000  older  Americans  5 
with  a  lifetime  of  experience  in  business. 

Volunteers  —  both  men  and  women  —  counsel 
owners  of  small  businesses  on  sales,  profits,  pro- 
ductivity, merchandising,  record  keeping  and  other  • 
aspects  of  business.  SCORE  Volunteers  also  pro-  ■  Oliif 
vide  manage  knowhow  to  non-profit  community  '  On 
organizations.    SCORE    works    closely    with    thef 
Small  Business  Administration  in  helping  struggl- 
ing   minority     entrepreneurs     and    other     smaUll 
businesses    who    seek    SBA    financial    assistance. 
Frequently  these  businessmen  don't  need  loans — ■ 
they  need  experience  and  counsel — which  SCORE 
Volunteers  are  eminently  qualified  to  give. 

If  any  older  Americans  are  Interested  in  anyf 

of  the  above  programs,  they  may  receive  more 

information  by  writing  to:  teii 

ACTION  i 

Washington,  .    Ij, 

D.C.     20525  Jig, 

or  contacting  an  ACTION  office  near  you.  ias 
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FORT  scon,  KANSAS 

The  first  assembly  of  the  Golden  Agers  of  the 
■"ort  Scott  Brethren  Church  was  a  Christmas 
[inner  held  December  20,  1974  in  the  church 
)arsonage.  Those  in  attendance  were  Eula  Blair, 
Cdith  Culp,  Charlie  Hood,  Lucy  Lager,  Mr.  and 
,Irs.  Ralph  Lockwood,  Opal  Neely,  Olive  Richards, 
/[ary  Taylor  and  Jerald  Wood.  Dinner  was  taken 
o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  S.  Russell,  Who  were  unable 
o  attend. 

'  The  program  consited  of  Scripture  and  poetry 
eading  by  the  guests,  some  of  the  poetry  being 
Vritten  by  themselves.  The  evening's  events  were 
ilanned  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clifford  Lyman  assisted 
ly  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Buck  Garrett. 


NEWS  BRIEFS 


Stavding:  Olive  Richards,  Sara  Garrett, 
lattie  Lyman,  Clifford  Lyman,  Jerald  Wood, 
harlie  Hood. 

Seated:  Hazel  Locktvood,  Edith  Culp,  Mary 
'aylor,  Lucy  Lager,  Eula  Blair  and  Ralph 
,ockivood. 


ASHLAND.  OHIO 

On  Thursday  evening,  Jamuary  16,  1975,  the 
&sidents  of  the  Buckeye  Apartments,  Ashland, 
'hio,  were  invited  to  the  Park  Street  Brethren 
Ihurch  to  a  dinner  as  guests  of  the  Woman's 
Elssionary  Society,  Group  3. 

They  were  greeted  by  Mrs.  Charles  Beekley, 
resident  of  the  group  and  enjoyed  a  dinner  pre- 
ared  and  served  by  members  of  the  W.M.S.  A 
hart  program  followed  with  Mr.  George  Schuster 
titertaining  the  guests  and  hostesses  with  movies 
iken  of  a  vacation  trip  which  included  a  round 
Ip  from  Brookville,  Pennsylvania  to  Kittaning, 
'ennsylvanla,  a  special  tour  on  a  passenger  tredn 
eing  drawn  by  a  steam  driven  locomotive. 

W.M.S.  memlbers  preparing  and  serving  the 
inner  were:  Mrs.  Eugene  Zimmerman,  Ch.,  Mrs. 
lugene  Beekley,  Mrs.  Philip  Gentle,  OVIrs.  Jiramie 
easlen,   Mrs.   Charles  Beekley. 


LOTTERIES    YIELD    FINANCIAL 
FAILURE.   SAYS  CLERGYMAN 

WHEATON,  lU. — ^Lotteries  drive  poor  people 
deeper  into  poverty  and,  as  a  source  of  state  rev- 
enue, have  a  consistent  record  of  failure,  claims 
Harvey  N.  Chinn,  minister  of  the  Faith  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Sacramento,  Calif. 

In  an  interview  carried  in  the  winter  1974  issue 
of  United  Evangelical  ACTION  magazine,  Chinn 
stated  that  "since  people  on  low  incomes  tend  to 
purchase  the  most  lottery  tickets,  gambling  drives 
them  further  into  their  poverty." 

Chinn,  social  action  chairman  of  the  Sacramento 
Associaton  of  Evangelicals,  told  an  ACTION  inter- 
viewer that  most  state  lotteries  are  in  deep  fin- 
ancial trouble  and  are  using  saturation  advertis- 
ing to  stimulate  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets. 

"There  is  a  fundamental  inconsistency,"  he  con- 
tends, "in  a  state  spending  money  to  protect  the 
consumer  from  being  cheated,  and  then  adver- 
tising lottery  schemes  where  the  majority  of 
consumers  have  to  be  losers." 

The  magazine  article  also  relates  Qhinn's  suc- 
cessful anti-gambling  lobbying  efforts  in  California 
and  his  recommendations  to  other  coaicemed 
Christians. 

United  Evangelical  ACTION  is  the  official  publi- 
cation of  the  National  Association  of  Evangelicals. 
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WORLD  RELIEF  REPORT 


by  Phil  Lersch,  Chairman 
Brethren  World  Relief  Board 


DOCUMENTING  THE  DROUGHT  AND 
DEATH  IN  AFRICA: 


A  DETROIT  FILMMAKER'S  DIARY  OF  DESPAIR 
(Part    I    of  5) 

[During  Christmas  vacation  in  1973  John  Holmstrom  and  Bill  Baker  of  the 
Ford  Motor  Co.  traveled  to  Upper  Volta  and  Niger,  two  African  countries  caught 
ui  the  grip  of  a  sLx-year-long  drought.  The  purpose  was  to  make  a  film  depicting 
tragic  consequences — hunger,  malnutrition,  starvation — of  the  unprecedented  dry 
spell. 

The  filni  was  used  by  the  World  Relief  Commission  to  produce  the  movie  shown 
at  General  Conference  last  year — "Africa:  Dry  Edge  of  Disaster."  It  is  stUl  avail- 
able for  showing  in  local  Bretliren  Churches  at  no  charge.  Write:  World  Relief 
Commission,  Box  44,  Valley  Forge,  Pa.  19481.  Following  is  the  start  of  Mr.  Holm- 
Strom's  diary.] 

December  24,  1973 

My  first  view  of  Africa  is  a  small,  one  story 
building  next  to  the  Ogadougou,  Upper  Volta,  air- 
port. Bill  and  I  stumble  wearily  off  the  DCIO  that 
we  boarded  in  Paris  12  hours  ago.  It  is  now  6  in 
the  morning  and  although  the  sun  is  rising,  the 
dry  air  is  so  dust  laden  from  the  lack  of  rain  the 
light  is  muted  by  the  brown  haze.  The  land  is  flat, 
with  scrub  trees,  bushes,  and  almost  colorless.  Not 
the  African  image  of  jungles,  foliage,  and  pith 
helmets  one  grows  up  with.  We  are  in  one  of  the 
poorest  countries  in  the  world. 


February  8,  1975 
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the  local  banik,  and  Pastor  Sam's  valiant  attempts 
to  translate  our  EngUsh  into  French,  a  car  dealer 
finally  provides  us  with  a  hard-to-find  car  and 
driver. 

Ougadougou  is  a  town  of  about  60,000.  The  car 
dealer  is  across  from  the  central  market,  seething 
ivith  black  people.  The  women  are  colorfully 
garbed  in  exotic  dresses,  the  children  race  about 
in  the  dust,  bicycles  flit  through  the  traffic,  and 
Bill  and  I  continually  shake  our  heads  at  the 
beggars  and  sellers  that  constantly  approach  us. 
Although  most  of  the  Africans  are  poorly  dressed, 
they  do  not  appear  to  be  starving.  Bill  spots  our 
first  camel  and  I  see  a  leper  in  front  of  the  bank. 
He  has  no  fingers  or  toes,  one  eye,  and  is  begging. 

We  drive  three  and  a  half  hours  on  the  dusty, 
washboard  road  to  BoBo.  The  occasional  car  or 
truck  that  passes  leaves  a  choking  cloud  of  dust 
for  us  to  pass  through.  Our  driver,  long,  deep 
trdibal  scars  on  his  cheeks,  speaks  only  French  so 
the  trip  is  mostly  silent.  We  pass  mud  and  grass 
hut  villages.  The  kids  wave  at  us  and  the  goats 
and  sheep  run.  Occasionally  we  see  emaciated 
cattle.  The  dust  and  the  pounding,  coupled  with 
Jet  lag,  leave  Bill  and  me  exhausted  as  we  puU 
into  the  missionary  compound. 

The  Mission  Protestante,  as  it  is  called,  is  about 
a  half  acre  with  a  cluster  of  buUdings,  a  church, 
and  several  battered  trailers.  Immediately  we  are 
welcomed  and  I  meet  Dick  Pendell  of  the  World 
Relief  Commission  and  Pete  Unruh,  a  pastor  from 
Minneapolis  who  is  on  the  Commission  executive 
committee.  BiU,  having  gone  to  Bangladesh  and 
Vietnam  with  the  two  men,  knows  them  weU. 

We  greet  the  rest  of  the  missionaries  and  their 
Children.  The  people  are  aU  casually  dressed,  the 
Women  without  makeup,  the  air  free  of  tobacco 
=imoke,  and  I  sense  a  loving,  gentle  air  over  the 
whole  gathering  of  people.  After  lunch  Bill  and  I 
g:ather  our  film  equipment  and  Unruh  and  Pendell 
and  head  for  the  outskirts  of  town.  We  are  driven 
by  Dave  Kennedy,  a  heavyset  smiling  32-year-old 
Baptist  who  has  been  an  African  missionary  for 
seven  years.  Also  joining  us  is  Tom  Bums  who 
tias  been  a  missionary  in  Africa  since  1946.  Dave 
md  Tom  will  drive  for  us  in  two  vehicles  during 
jur  trip.  They  prove  to  be  invaluable  as  they  speak 
French  and  the  local  dialect  and  are  wise  in  the 
ways  of  getting  things  done  in  Airica.  All  of  us 
ire  white. 

Tonight  I  awake  to  the  sounds  of  a  100  or  so 
Africans  gathering  in  the  compound.  They  are 
singing  Christmas  carols  in  French,  accompanied 
by  African  drums.  It  is  hauntingly  beautiful  and 
[  peer  out  the  window  to  see  the  Africans  joyously 
celebrating  the  birth  of  Christ.  Yes,  aU  around 
them  is  the  drought  and  threat  of  famine.  The 
nusic  is  spellbinding  and  the  powerful,  beautiful 
rhythms  soon  put  me  to  sleep.  My  first  day  in 
Africa  has  been  a  long  one. 

December  25,  1973 

Christmas  day.  I  film  a  number  of  Africans 
aeing  baptized  behind  the  church.  It  is  a  moving 
sight  as  I  peer  through  the  camera's  viewfinder 
ind  see  the  black  bodies  surge  up  from  the  bap- 
Ismal  waters,  their  faces  aglow,  water  spilling 
iown  their  bodies,  while  their  friends  watch  and 
joyously  sing.  Then  we  walk  to  the  local  market. 


It  is  a  sprawling  square  in  the  center  of  town. 
Everything  imaginable  is  sold:  food,  bicycles,  buDd- 
ing  materials,  clothes,  fabrics,  chickens,  etc. 

We  are  immediately  surrounded  by  interested 
observers.  My  camera  and  tripod  draw  most  of 
the  attention  from  the  children.  Bill  moves  away 
from  me  with  the  tape  recorder  and  I  manage  to 
film  some  representative  scenes  of  market  ac- 
tivities even  with  the  cluster  of  people  around 
me.  The  fact  that  I  am  white  doesn't  seem  to  pre- 
sent any  problems  in  this  area  and  when  I  smile 
or  wink  at  the  youngsters  they  quickly  return 
my  smile  and  step  a  little  closer  to  watch  me 
work. 

The  chatter,  music,  smells,  and  blaze  of  color 
in  the  garments  worn  by  the  women  is  almost  too 
much  for  me.  Every  place  I  turn  there  is  an  un- 
forgettable, beautiful  black  face,  a  muscular  arm 
cutting  up  goat  meat,  or  a  wide  expanse  of  mag- 
nificent teeth  grinning  at  me.  It  is  a  cameraman's 
dream. 

Walking  back  to  the  compound,  I  ask  the  mis- 
sionaries why  there  is  so  much  food  available,  as 
we  are  told  that  people  are  dying.  Some  of  the 
food  is  grown  locally,  it  is  explained,  and  the  rest 
is  shipped  in  from  the  south,  where  the  drought 
has  not  affected  crops  or  produce.  A  scant  50  or 
60  miles  away  people  are  in  desperate  conditions. 

This  afternoon  I  fUm  an  old  truck  entering  the 
compound  loaded  with  millet.  MUlet  is  the  staple 
of  the  African  diet  and  is  what  the  WRC  is  pur- 
chasing- for  distribution  to  the  needy.  It  is  one  of 
the  main  crops  in  the  eight  countries  affected  by 
the  drought.  The  crop  failure  is  due  to  the  lack 
of  rainfall.  I  fUm  a  loading  sequence  and  money 
being  exchanged  between  the  missionaries  and 
the  local  grain  merchant,  resplendant  in  dark  suit, 
hat,  and  tie.  He  is  perspiring  heavily  in  the  80 
degree  heat  but  the  missionaries  explain  that  when 
he  heard  he  was  to  be  in  a  movie  he  wore  his  best 
clothes. 


(To   be   continued   in   forthconning 

issue   of 
THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST) 


(John  Holmstrom's  African  Diary  ap- 
peared in  DETROIT,  the  Sunday  Edition  of 
the  Detroit  Free  Press,  July  lU,  197U.) 
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SUMMER    RECREATION   MINISTRY 


Let's  call  them  the  Jones  family,  they  own  a 
recreational  vehicle  which  they  use  quite  often 
over  a  week-end.  They  may  leave  Saturday  after- 
noon and  come  home  again  Sunday  after  a  night 
of  camping.  Let's  call  another  family  the  Miller's, 
they  also  own  a  recreational  vehicle  but  they  leave 
home  on  Friday  afternoon  and  come  home  Sunday, 
late.  The  Jones  family  may  camp  once  a  month, 
but  the  Miller's  camp  out  every  week,  never  miss. 

These  two  families  represent  thousands  and 
thousands  of  families  across  the  United  States  and 
they  all  have  one  thing  in  common — they  seldom 
drive  to  any  town  on  Sunday  morning  for  a  service 
of  worship.  It  is  too  much  of  a  hassle  to  get  all 
"dressed  up"  for  "ohuroh"  after  a  time  of  "rough- 
ing it." 

Of  course  there  are  exceptions  but  they  are  not 
enough  to  count. 

The  attitude  of  those  who  do  not  engage  in  such 
activities  is  often  one  of  scorn  or  dismay  as  leader- 
ship positions  are  often  represented  by  those  who 
camp.  The  church  often  considers  the  campers 
as  sinful  materialists  and  laments  their  absence 
from  the  worship  services  in  representative  form 
from  the  pulpit. 

Obviously  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  large  num- 
bers of  people  are  missing  from  the  morning  and 
evening  services  along  with  their  financial  sup- 
port. But  the  question  is  "what  shall  we  do  to 
reach  these  people?"  not  "why  aren't  these  people 
staying  home  to  attend  the  services?'  Summer 
camps  report,  at  least  in  some  cases,  their  biggest 
summer,  1974.  People  are  not  traveling  as  far  to 
camp  but  they  are  camping.  Trying  to  make  these 
campers  feel  guilty  is  not  going  to  keep  them  at 
home.  Because  the  pastor  cries  out  against  such 
"materialism"  the  campers  are  not  going  to  sell 
their  rigs. 

One  answer  is  to  go  Where  the  people  are.  The 
New  Testament  encourages  this  kind  of  activity 
for  the  body  of  believers.  After  about  8  years  of 
summer  trailer  camp  ministry  it  is  my  conviction 
that  people  must  be  reached  with  worship  services 
at  the  camps.  It  is  useless  for  a  community  of 
believers  to  smugly  say  "they  know  our  church 


is  here,  let  them  co-me  to  us."  It  may  ease  the 
consciences  of  the  congregations  but  it  wiU  not  be 
reaching  masses  of  people.  Campers  wiU  attend 
worship  services  and  seriously  worship  when  the 
opportunity  comes  to  them  at  their  camps.  Of 
course  there  are  many  who  wiU  not  attend  at  camp 
as  well  as  at  home,  but  we  must  minister  to  the 
many  who  sincerely  want  to  be  in  a  company  of 
believers  on  Sunday  morning.  The  argument  that 
we  only  condone  their  "running  around"  is  legiti- 
mate to  a  point  but  it  stUl  does  not  provide  wor- 
ship services  for  the  campers  nor  does  it  bring 
them  back  to  the  churches  from  which  they  are 
absent. 

What's  a  congregation  to  do?  You  can  discuss 
and  discover  the  attitudes  of  the  people  towards 
camping  and  campers.  Discuss  what  you  feel  tol 
be  the  responsibility  of  your  congregation  tol 
groups  of  people  who  may  be  in  camps  near  you.i 
If  the  attitude  is  favorable  generally  toward  pro- 
viding worship  services  at  the  camps  rather  than 
waiting  for  people  to  come  to  you,  then  approach 
the  camp  management  to  see  what  the  possibilities 
are.  Don't  hesitate  to  make  the  approach  for  camp 
managers  are  generally  favorable  to  such  ser- 
vices. And  even  though  to  them  it  might  be  only 
good  "business  practice"  to  hold  such  services  to 
make  campers  "happy",  on  the  part  of  the  man- 
agement, take  the  opportunity  anj^way.  Look  at 
the  opening  as  an  opportunity  to  tell  the  truth 
about  Jesus.  Take  it,  go  to  the  people. 

Well  the  Jonses  and  the  Millers  are  going  to 
continue  camping  regardless  of  the  "feel  guilty" 
tactics  employed  by  or  at  least  expressed  by  local 
congregations.  Campers  are  open  to  worship  ex- 
periences provided  for  them.  Look  for  camps  in 
your  area  and  discover  the  opportunities  to  pro- 
claim Christ  in  those  camps.  Let  the  congregation 
assess  its  potential  talent  and  let  the  congregation 
reach  out  on  the  Lord's  Day  even  if  some  may 
have  to  miss  the  service  of  worship  in  the  local 
church  for  a  Sunday.  Let's  take  the  "go"  of  the 
Gospel  seriously  and  reach  the  countless  num,bers 
of  week-end  campers. 

— ^Charles  Munson 


February  8,  1975 
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Laymen's 
Meeting 

by  J.   Perry  Deeter 


Inspirational  for  March 


Gaining   Endurance  Through  Trials 


James  1:2-15 

The  first  chapter  of  James  has  a  very  important 
message  for  those  of  us  who  have  problems,  which 
includes  all  of  us,  of  course.  Every  human  being 
on  earth  has  trials  and  tribulations  that  overtake 
them  from  time  to  time.  This  includes  the  Chi-is- 
tian  as  weU  as  the  non-Christian.  However,  the 
Christian  has  a  definite  advantage,  because  he  has 
the  power  of  Christ,  through  the  mdwelling  Holy 
Spirit,  to  help  liiim  endure  any  hardships  that 
come  his  way. 

In  verse  2,  James  tells  us  to  "consider  it  all  joy" 
when  troulble  comes  our  way.  At  first  glance,  this 
iseems  like  an  impossibility.  How  in  the  world 
can  we  be  joyful  over  hardships?  We  must  look 
beyond  the  surface  and  come  to  realize  that  God 
is  using  trouble  to  bring  about  His  purpose  in, 
for,  or  through  us.  It  could  ibe  that  God  is  using 
trials  to  bring  some  sin  to  our  attention,  so  that 
we  might  repent,  ask  for  forgiveness,  and  turn 
away  from  this  sin.  This  is  not  to  say,  however, 
that  troubles  do  not  come  to  those  who  are  not 
■deliberately  doing  wrong. 

We  must  remember  that  God  is  in  control  of  all 
things.  Does  this  mean  that  when  something  goes 
wrong,  God  causes  it?  Not  necessarily,  but  He 
does  either  cause  it  or  allows  it  to  happen,  be- 
cause He  has  a  purpose  for  every  trial  or  tribula- 
tion in  our  life. 

Verse  3  tells  us  that  our  patience  or  endurance 
'grows  through  the  testing  of  our  faith.  You  might 
ask  "what  kind  of  blessing  is  this — ^being  sent 
trials  to  give  us  the  albUity  to  endure  more  trials"? 
We  must  realize,  however,  that  we  need  our  en- 
durance built  up  so  that  we  can  better  face  de- 
mands put  upon  us  in  our  jobs,  the  difficult  task 
of  rearing  our  children,  church  work,  and  many 
other  areas  of  our  life. 

When  trouble  comes,  it  is  just  human  nature 
jfor  VIS  to  wish  that  God  might  change  the  circum- 


stances to  suit  us.  However,  God's  method  is  to 
change  us  to  suit  our  circumstances.  Hebrews 
13:21  teUs  us  that  He  wUl  "make  you  perfect  in 
every  good  work  to  do  His  will."  When  adverse 
conditions  do  beset  us,  we  must  make  the  best  of 
things.  Sometimes  adversity  may  be  a  blessing  in 
disguise.  A  quotation  that  I  came  across  recently 
puts  it  very  aptly.  "When  the  world  gives  you 
lemons,  make  lemonade."  As  we  grow  in  our 
Christian  lives,  we  should  become  more  and  more 
able  to  make  the  most  of  any  troubles  that  come 
upon  us.  We  should  even  come  to  the  place  where 
we  are  able  to  thank  God  for  the  "lemons". 

Maybe  we  sometimes  lack  the  wisdom  we  need 
to  see  us  through  our  hardships.  We  are  told  in 
verses  5  and  6  that  God  will  give  us  this  necessary 
wisdom,  if  we  will  ask  "in  faith,  nothing  waver- 
ing". Asking  in  faith  means  that  we  expect  God 
to  provide  this  much  needed  wisdom.  If  we  have 
doubt  about  receiving  that  lor  which  we  ask, 
we  are  likened  unto  "a  wave  of  the  sea,  driven 
with  the  wind  and  tossed",  (v.  6)  A  person  who 
doubts  is  "a  double-minded  man,  unstable  in  all 
his  ways",    (v.  8) 

Romans  10:17  teUs  us  "So  then  faith  cometh  by 
hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  word  of  God."  This 
means  that  by  studying  God's  word,  our  faith 
shoud  grow,  and  our  doubts  should  fade  away. 
A  Christian's  faitfh  should  also  grow  through  ex- 
perience— ^not  only  his  own,  but  that  of  other 
Christians.  As  we  experience  God's  help  in  our 
own  Uves,  and  in  the  lives  of  others,  we  will  be 
alble  to  depend  on  Him  more  and  more,  without 
any  doubting. 

Verses  9-11  teU  us  how  ye  are  to  accept  material 
circumstances.  If  we  are  poor,  we  are  to  glory 
in  our  high  position,  (v.  9)  This  seems  rather 
difficult  at  times,  but  we  must  remember  that 
even  if  a  Christian  is  poor,  he  has  God,  which  is 
everything  that  matters  most.  I  beUeve  it  was 
Continued  on  page  23 
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by  Mrs.  Pat  Ritchey 


TO  LOVE  HIM 


Honesty 


Section  3 


Ephesians  4  &  3 


So  many  times  during  our  days  of  school  and 
other  group  contacts  we  deal  with  the  questions 
of  'Shall  I  be  Honest?',  or  'Shall  I  ibe  Dishonest?'. 
To  bring  it  down  to  a  closer  real  life  involvement, 
you  and  I  struggle  nearly  constantly  with  'Who 
is  the  real  me?'.  Who  am  I  supposed  to  be?  Is 
there  a  pattern  for  my  life?  Do  I  become  a  differ- 
ent person  to  meet  each  of  life's  issues  in  which 
I  am  involved?  Do  I  dare  stand  up  for  what  I 
feel  is  true  and  right  inside?  What  about  others, 
are  they  weighing  each  situation  and  putting  dif- 
ferent values  to  work  each  time  they  deal  with 
problems  like  these?  Can  I  be  consistent  in  my 
approach  to  life? 

It  seems  as  though  the  questions  that  come  to 
mind  could  be  endless.  Yet  they  are  real  questions 
that  plague  real  people  like  you  and  me.  Not  only 
are  they  real,  but  they  are  not  funny  at  all.  They 
are  very  serious  questions.  In  fact,  they  are  so 
serious  that  I  wUl  not  suppose  that  I  am  sufficient 
to  answer  them  for  you.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I'm 
really  more  interested  in  answering  my  own  ques- 
tions for  .myself,  then  I  am  in  trying  to  tell  you 
what  is  right  for  your  life  or  what  you  should 
do  about  it. 

What  really  thrills  me  is  that  I  feel  that  I  have 
found  the  answer  to  my  questions  right  in  God's 
word.  And  since  I  am  so  satisfied  with  the  way 
pod  has  answered  my  questions,  I'd  like  to  share 
with  you  that  portion  of  scripture  which  has  helped 
me  so  much. 

(Leader's  Note:  Keep  your  group  together,  to- 
day. If  you  have  the  Living  Bible,  it  would  be  good 
to  read  the  scriptures  from  it,  this  time,  since 
the  emphasis  of  the  scriptures  is  so  readUy  under- 
stood. "T'liis  meeting  will  consist  of  Bible  reading 
and  discussion  about  certain  areas  of  thought. 
There  will  be  a  period  of  self-examination  and 
prayer  at  the  end  of  the  discussion.  Your  main 


job  will  be  to  keep  the  discussion  centered  on  the 
topic,  and  keep  the  program  moving  along  as 
the  Holy  Spirit  seems  to  lead  you.) 

Section  1  As  a  Ohristian,  who  am  I,  where  do 
I  fit  into  God's  pattern  for  Ufe?  What  are  my: 
responsibilities  ? 

Read  Ephesians  4:4-7  and  4:12-13 

Discuss  within  the  group  what  the  Bible  says 
about  the  questions  above.  Reread  the  scriptures' 
to  assist  in  understanding  them. 

Section  2  How  does  being  God's  Child  create, 
in  me  a  desire  to  seek  honesty  in  my  life? 

Read  Ephesians  5:15-16  and  4:21-23 

Discuss  again  what  the  Bible  says  in  relatioiDi 
to  this  second  area  of  thought.  Reread  the  Bible' 
passages  to  help  those  who  may  not  have  a  Biblel. 
in  front  of  them  to  get  the  depth  of  meaning. 

Section  3  What  areas  of  my  life  wUl  this  atti- 
tude of  honesty  affect? 

Read  Ephesians  4:25  and  28 

Discuss  this  area  of  thought  among  the  group,i 
using  the  Bible  passages  as  a  basis  of  discussionj^ 

Section  4  If  God  requires  me  to  straighten  up 
my  life,  what  am  I  allowed  to  do?  What  activities' 
should  I  engage  in  that  would  keep  me  li'ving  Hisi 
kmd  of  life? 

Read  Ephesians  5:8-9;  5:15-16;  5:19-20;  Alsa 
Ephesians  4:25  and  28 

Give  an  Ulustration  from  your  life  or  an  exani< 
pie  yo'U  have  seen,  in  which  a  harmful  situation; 
could  have  been  avaided  tf  the  truth  had  been 
spoken. 

Give  an  illustration  from  your  own  Ufe  in  which) 
you  know  you  stood  for  what  was  honest  and  true 
and  God  honored  you  for  it. 

Close   your   discussion   time   with   a   period  ol 
meditation.  Each  head  bowed  and  all  eyes  closedi 
Concentrate  on  your  own  Mfe.  How  does  it  measure 
up  to   God's   standard?   If  you  fall  short  of  theiil 
mark,   it's  time  to  be  HONEST  with   God!   TeUj 
Him  so;  He's  waiting  for  you  to  confess  it  to  Himj|l 
As  you  confess  your  weaknesses  and  faults  to  Him;!  i 
you  wUl  find  His  strength  filhng  you. 

Now  as  you  join  your  hearts  together  in  prayer, 
be  sure  to  thank  God  for  His  goodness  and  for-j 
giveness  to  you. 
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MARCH 


by  Mrs.  Pauline  Benshoff 


The  Living  Christ 


from 


Death  to  Life 


Isn't  it  a  paradox  that  I  should  be  putting  this 
lesson  together  on  Christmas  Day?  Jesus  came 
las  a  babe  on  that  first  Christmas  to  become  "flesh" 
land  dwell  among  us.  But  He  came  to  die,  and  to 
be  raised  from  the  dead  to  reveal  to  the  world 
ithat  He  truly  is  God.  As  I  sit  here  meditating  I 
jam  all  excited  inside  to  be  able  to  look  again  for 
His  coming.  He  lives!  The  great  meaning  of  the 
resurrection  of  Christ  to  Christians  is  that  it 
'guarantees  our  own  resurrection.  Praise  the  Lord! 
Ilsn't  He  wonderful,  that  He  should  care  for  us 
(enough  to  die  for  us,  and  to  top  it  all  off,  rise 
from  the  dead  to  go  to  the  Father  and  prepare  a 
place  for  us  as  promised  in  John  14.  Oh  yes,  He's 
alive  alright!  "God  said  it,  I  'believe  it,  that  settles 
it!"  Amen.  Say,  wouldn't  it  be  great  if  He  decided 
to  come  back  again  on  Christmas,  to  snatch  us 
out  of  this  world  to  reign,  with  Him?  Oh  joy! 
Maybe  it  will  be  today!  Keep  watching,  because 
He  is  coming  again. 

For  our  scripture  lesson  would  you  read  respon- 
.sively  with  me?  iLet's  read  from  Luke  24:1-47. 
This  is  the  resurrection  story  and  we  need  to  re- 
read it  m.any  times  during  the  year  to  learn  ex- 
actly what  happened  that  Easter  morning.  Has  He 
appeared  to  you  anytime  that  you  weren't  aware 
of  Him?  Do  you  believe  this  story?  Why  should 
you  believe  it? 

iPrayer  Time — ^Choose  several  girls  ahead  of  time 
'to  lead  in  prayer  for  this  meeting. 

Poem  &  Song  Time — Sing,  He  Lives 
First  Reader: 
I  win  sing  of  my  Redeemer, 
And  His  wondrous  love  to  me; 
On  the  cruel  Cross  He  suffered 
From  the  curse  to  set  me  free. 
I  will  sing  of  my  Redeemer 
And  His  heavenly  love  to  me; 
He  from  death  to  life  hath  'brought  me, 
Son  of  Ood,  with  Hiim  to  toe. 

P.  P.  Bliss 


Sing — ^Christ  the  Lord  is  Risen  Today 
Second  Reader: 
Oh  shout  the  news  to  all  the  earth 
The  joyous  news  the  angel  gives; 
Let  all  proclaim  the  matchless  worth 
Of  Christ  the  Lord,  for  now  He  lives. 
Oh  tell  the  story  o'er  and  o'er. 
The  story  of  the  Living  Word, 
That  men  may  worship  and  adore 
The  Christ,  the  ever-living  Lord. 
Oh  praise  the  mighty  Conqueror 
Victorious  over  death  and  hell, 
The  King  of  Life  for  evermore; 
Let  heaven  and  earth  His  glories  tell. 
Christ  is  risen!  Swell  the  strain! 
Christ  is  risen,  evermore  to  reign! 

Duet — One  Day 
Third  Reader: 

The  strife  is  o'er,  the  battle  done; 

The  victory  of  life  is  won. 

The  song  of  triumph  has  begun,  Alleluia. 

The  powers  of  death  have  done  their  worst; 

But  Christ  their  legions  hath  dispersed 

Let   shouts   of  holy   joy   outburst.    Alleluia! 
Chorus:     Alleluia     (The  Gaither  tune) 

Topic  1.— If  Christ  Be  Not  Raised 

In  I  Corinthians  15,  we  find  Paul,  as  the  Lord's 
messenger,  preaching.  He  testifies  that  he  re- 
ceived his  revelation  from  the  Lord,  not  from 
men.  He  is  saying,  'I  didn't  dream,  up  this  story. 
The  Lord  has  told  me  that  Christ  died  for  our 
sins,  not  His  own,  and  that  according  to  the  scrip- 
tures." Christ's  sufferings  and  His  death  were 
told  way  iback  in  the  Old  Testament  in  Psalm  22 
and  Isaiah  53.  iMore  than  this,  if  the  Corinthians 
believed  that  Christ  rose  from  the  dead,  how  could 
they  also  say  that  'there  was  no  resurrection  of  the 
dead,  ilf  'Christ  be  not  raised,  your  faith  is  without 
foundation,  empty  and  worthless;  and  there  isn't 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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any  forgiveness  ol  sins.  To  deny  the  resurrection 
of  the  dead  is  to  deny  the  Lord's  resurrection. 
Have  you  encountered  such  a  teaching  in  this  day 
and  age?  What  do  you  believe?  Let's  get  it  all 
together  now.  Christ  died,  He  arose  and  is  at  the 
right  hand  of  the  Father  interceding  for  us  until 
the  day  He  comes  for  us  to  take  us  home  to  heaven 
with  Him.  BeHeve  the  truth  of  the  Lord,  not  the 
ideas  and  logic  of  men! 

Topic  2:     Be  Alive! 

I  have  great  joy  in  growing  plants.  But  you 
know  my  plants  can  teach  me  an  amazing  truth. 
First  of  all,  I  prepare  the  soil,  by  breaking  up  the 
large  lumps  of  earth  so  the  ground  wall  hug  in 
around  the  plant  enough  to  help  it  stand  erect.  I 
also  water  it  regularly,  feed  it  and  keep  it  where 
the  sunlight  can  get  to  it,  then  it  stays  alive.  I 
even  talk  to  them  sometimes  (when  I'm  alone,  of 
course,).  But  they  grow  and  grow.  These  plants 
could  also  represent  our  lives.  Are  you  properly 
caring  for  your  spiritual  life?  Are  you  reading  the 
Word  and  eating  of  it  regularly  to  stay  alive?  Are 
you  attending  Church  regxilarly?  You  see  the 
warm  earth  that  helps  to  hold  my  plants  erect 
can  be  characterized  by  the  warmth  of  fellowship 
you  enjoy  with  other  believers  who  uphold  you 
in  prayer  to  keep  your  life  straightened  out  and 


growing.  Your  prayer  times  are  as  valuable  to  you 
as  the  sun  is  to  my  plants.  You  need  God's  pres- 
ence with  you  so  that  the  beauty  of  your  life  in 
Him  can  be  seen  by  others.  Something  wonderful 
can  happen  to  you  when  you  pray  with  praise 
and  expectancy.  Expect  a  miracle  every  day,  ex- 
pect a  miracle  when  you  pray.  If  you  expect  it  God 
wiU  find  a  way,  to  perform  a  miracle  for  you  each 
day.  Come  Alive! 
Closing  Chorus — ^Let  The  Beauty  of  Jesus 

Be  Seen  in  Me. 
SMM  Benediction — 
Business — 

Refreshments — (While  your  hostess  is  busy  with  I 
refreshments,  why  not  create  a  shadowbox? 
Use  any  size  box  you  want  to  bring.  Shoe  boxes 
are  nice.  Cut  a  heart-shaped  opening  in  the. 
bottom  of  a  shoe  box  (with  lid  in  place) .  Make  ■ 
tomb  and  tree  from  construction  paper.  Make' 
figures  from  chenille  wire  and  dress  them  in: 
construction  paper  clothes.  With  a  felt-tip  | 
marker,  print  on  the  box,  "The  Empty  Tomb  I 
Fills  My  Heart  With  Joy!  Use  glue  or  day  toi 
stand  up  your  figures.  Paste  the  tomb  scene  i 
in  the  lid  as  background  for  the  figures.  Make  i 
this  a  joyous  Easter.) 


a   book   review 


With  the  great  interest  and  emphasis  today  on 
churcfh  growth  we  are  seeing  a  lengthening  catalog 
of  books  on  or  related  to  the  subject  and  a  re- 
printing of  older  titles. 


"The  Emerging  Church"  was  first  printed  in 
1970  and  reprinted  as  a  paperback  in  1972.  The 
authors  claim  the  book  will  self-destruct  by  1980 
since  the  answers  it  presents  would  be  outmoded 
by  that  date. 

With  that  introduction  the  reader  can  under- 
stand this  book  is  not  a  (Biblical  commentary,  rest- 
ing on  unchanging  truths,  but  rather  "today" 
ideas  and  suggestions  for  strategies  based  on 
understandings  in  the  '70's.  The  authors,  Bruce 
Larson  and  Ralph  Osborne  reach  into  their  own 
current  experiences  and  that  of  their  friends  to 
present  "new"  ideas,  which  will  be  "old"  within 
a  few  years.  Their  emphasis  is  not  on  tradition  nor 
renewal  but  rather  on  "emerging"  that  is  the 
Church  in  the  process  of  "becoming" — ^moving 
toward  a  fulfillment  of  its  calling 


Sections  in  the  book  deal  with:  defining  goals,  i 
discovering  resources,  developring  strategy,  dis- 1 
oerning  opportunities  and  dreaming  dreams  with  1; 
guidelines  for  evaluation  as  an  appendix. 

Challenging  reading  for  the  concerned  laymen 
as  well  as  the  pastor,  this  Word  Book  is  available 
in  paperback  for  $1.25  from  the  Brethren  Book- 
store as  well  as  other  Christian  Bookstores. 
The  Bookworm 
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(Layman's  Inspirational 
Continued  from  page  19) 
klbraham  Lincoln  who  was  credited  with  the  quo- 
ation  that  "God  must  have  loved  poor  people, 
ecause  He  made  so  many  of  them."  Even  if  your 
rorldly  circumstances  are  humble,  it  won't  make 
,  bit  of  difference  a  hundred  years  from  now,  or 
aaybe  a  lot  sooner.  But  it  will  make  all  the  differ- 
nce  in  the  world  whether  or  not  you  are  a  child 
'f  God,  through  faith  in  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you  are  a  Christian  who 
las  a  great  deed  of  material  wealth,  you  must 
ecognize  that  no  matter  how  much  you  have,  you 
an't  take  it  with  you  into  eternity.  Wealth  withers 
:way,  as  the  grass  does  under  the  hot  sun.  (v.  11) 
Jut  because  of  his  trust  in  God,  the  wealthy  Chris- 
ian  can  rejoice  in  humiliation,  being  confident 
if  his  personal  salvation  through  Christ. 

Some  of  our  trials  are,  no  doubt,  temptations  to 
b  wrong.  Verve  12  says  "Blessed  is  the  man 
hat  endureth  temptation,  for  when  he  is  tried, 
le  shall  receive  the  crown  of  life."  Remember,  it 
s  no  sin  to  toe  tempted,  but  the  sin  lies  in  yielding 
o  temptation.  There  is  a  proverb,  "You  can't  keep 
he  birds  from  flying  over  your  head,  but  you 
lon't  have  to  let  them  nest  in  your  hair."  You 
annot  say  "I  am  tempted  by  God",  because  these 
'erses  tell  us  that  it  is  not  God  who  tempts  us, 
mt  our  own  sinful  impulses,  or  lust.  God  does  not 
empt  us,  but  He  allows  us  to  be  tempted.  How- 
ever, He  also  provides  the  way  of  escape,  that 
^ou  may  be  able  to  endure  it.  (I  Cor.  10:13)  As 
"ou  resist  one  temptation  alter  the  other,  you 
vill  become  better  able  to  resist  future  temp- 
ations. 

By  applying  these  truths  from  these  verses  of 
he  first  chapter  of  James,  I  believe  that  we  can 
)ecome  better  able  to  "Uve  the  good  Ufe"  that 
lur  Father  in  Heaven  wants  us  to  Uve. 
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VOODSY  OWL,  the  anti-poUution  spokesbird  for 
he  U.S.  Forest  Service  says: 

letum  nutrients  to  the  soil.  Start  a  compwDst  pile 
vith  leaves  and  grass  cUppings. 


"How  far  must  suffering  and  misery  go  toefore 

ve  see  that  even  in  the  day  of  vast  cities  and 

)awerful  machines,  the  good  earth  is  our  mother 

md  that  if  we  destroy  her,  we  destroy  ourseilves?' 

Paul  Bigelow  Sears 


IFSC 


WOODSY  OWL  FOR 

NATURAL  BEAUTY! 

We  just  can't  depend  on  the  other  guy  to  t^eep  our 
outdoors  beautiful.  Its  up  to  each  and  every  one  of 
us  to  prevent  sight  pollution  and  to  make  America  a 
better  place  to  live.  For  ways  you  can  help,  send  for 
Woodsy  Owl's  anti-pollution  poster.  It's  yours  free 
when  you  write  Woodsy  Owl,  Forest  Service,  U. S.  D  A., 
Washington.  DC.  20250, 

And  remember,  give  a  hoot,  don't  pollute. 
Don't  be  a  dirty  bird,  no  matter  where  you  go. 

-TC;3 
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"A  Search  For  Truth"  an  autobiography  by 
Albert  T.  Ronk  is  now  available.  It  is  a  memorable 
book  of  many  of  the  incidents  of  this  man  whose 
love  of  the  Brethren  Church  has  been  exemplified 
in  many  places  of  a  geographical  nature,  in  many 
phases  of  participation  in  church  activities,  pas- 
toral and  a  host  of  others. 

This  book  was  printed  as  a  memorial  volume 
In  a  limited  edition  by  the  Ronk  family  and  the 
Book  and  Pamphlet  Commission.  It  is  available 
at  the  Brethren  Publishing  Company  Bookstores 
in  Ashland,  Ohio  and  Plymouth,  Indiana. 

The  price  of  this  book  is  $1.00  plus  350  postage 
and  handling  charge. 

Send  for  your  copy  to: 

THE   BRETHREN  BOOKSTORE 
524  College  Avenue  110  West  LaPorte  Street 

Ashland,  Ohio  44805    or    Plymouth,  Indiana  46563 
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LIBERTY— We  still  have  plenty  left 
Let's  not  do  anything  foolish  and  lose  it. 


In  a  free  and  republican  government,  you  cai 
not  restrain  the  voice  of  the  multitude. 

George  Washington 
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Upon  waking  this  morning  and  seeing  all 
the  windows  resembling  glass  in  the  shower 
Miclosure,  the  first  impulse  was  to  run  down  and 
look  at  the  outside  thermometer.  Getting  dressed 
Eirst  and  going  down  to  breakfast  and  glancing 
>ut  past  a  patch  of  ice  on  the  dinette  window  at 
the  temperature  gauge,  the  reading  of  6  below 
?;ero  confirmed  that  it  was  really  cold  outside  and 
that  if  we  want  to  go  along  with  the  groundhog 
story,  he  must  have  been  backed  up  just  as  far 
is  he  could  go  in  his  burrow. 

It  also  brought  to  mind  that  even  with  the  im- 
pending energy  crisis  casting  a  shadow  over 
society,  we  can  stiU  wash  our  face  in  the  morning 
ivithout  having  to  resort  to  breaking  the  ice  in 
Ae  wash  basin  or  water  pitcher  first.  (In  case 
?ome  don't  recall  what  that  chore  entailed,  it  was 
lecessary  back  in  w'hat  is  sometimes  called  "the 
jood  ole  days".) 

Of  course,  back  in  those  days  they  didn't  have 
die  discomfort  of  having  to  switch  off  the  electric 
Dlanket  and  dimb  out  of  a  nice,  warm,  inner- 
spring  mattressed  bed  onto  a  pretty  cool  shag 
nug  bedroom  floor.  (We  won't  even  make  it  worse 
3y  recaUing  how  nice  it  was  in  the  days  long 
jygone.) 

Sometime  ago,  a  very  popular  program  on  TV 
itilized  a  facimile  of  a  duck  which  came  down 
irom  the  ceiling  area  with  a  card  in  its  biU  upon 
A/hich  was  written  the  "secret  word".  If  one  of 
;he  contestants  happened  to  mention  this  secret 
vord  while  being  questioned  by  the  M.C.,  he  or 
she  received  a  bonus  prize. 

Perhaps  the  secret  word  pertaining  to  the  sufo- 
ect  of  coldness  might  well  be  insulation.  This  is 
lie  protection  used  against  frigid  weather  whether 
it  be  in  clothing,  or  in  building  construction. 

There  is  another  area  of  coldness  though  that 
;annot  'be  so  easily  dealt  with  by  the  use  of  in- 
sulation or  just  turning  up  a  simple  gadget  called 
i  thermostat.  This  is  the  area  that  instead  of  being 
iefined  as  frigidity  which  brings  on  chiUs,  shiver- 
ng,  and  chattering  of  teeth  can  well  ibe  defined  as 
ndifference,  unfeeling,  unsociability,  unfriendli- 
less  and  heartlessness. 

Even  a  church  edifice  built  with  all  the  modern 
echnical  know-how  of  utilizing  the  utmost  in 
hsulating  materials  can  be  referred  to  as  a  cold 
Aurch.  The  latter  definitions  of  coldness  can  be 
likened  to  the  missing  sections  of  weatherstrip- 
:>ing  or  insulation. 

There  is  much  being  said  and  done  albout 
3EUR(3H  GROWTH  throughout  the  Brethren 
iienomination  for  the  year  1975.  This  growth  of 


course  is  not  primarily  focused  upon  numericiil 
growth  although  it  is  a  factor.  More  important  if 
not  most  important  is  SPIRITUAL  GROWTH. 
We  can  talk  and  study  all  that  is  humanly  pos- 
sible about  the  problems  of  growth,  reasons,  foun- 
dations, principles  and  possibihties  for  growth  but 
let  us  simply  say  we  are  going  to  start  out  by 
inviting  that  soul  out  in  the  cold  to  come  in  and 
get  warm  by  the  fireside.  Pray  that  the  results  will 
be  the  opposite  of  that  in  the  poem  by  James 
Patric  Kinney  entitled  WHAT  CAN  WE  DO 
ABOUT  THE  COLD  WITHIN  published  in  the 
January  issue  of  the  Ardmore  Brethren  News: 

Six  humans  trapped  by  happenstance 

In  bleak  and  bitter  cold. 
Each  one  possessed  a  stick  of  wood 

or  so  the  story's  told. 

Their  dying  fire  in  need  of  logs 

The  first  man  held  his  back 
For  of  the  faces  around  the  fire 

He  noticed  one  was  black. 

The  next  man  looking  cross  the  way 

Saw  one  not  of  his  church 
And  couldn't  bring  himself  to  give 

The  fire  his  stick  of  ibirch. 

The  third  one  sat  in  tattered  clothes. 

He  gave  his  cloths  a  hitch. 
Why  should  his  log  be  put  to  use 

to  warm  the  idle  rich? 

The  rich  man  just  sat  Iback  and  thought 
of  the  wealth  he  had  in  store. 

And  how  to  keep  what  he  had  earned 
From  the  lazy  shiftless  poor. 

The  iblack  man's  face  bespoke  revenge 
As  the  fire  passed  from  sight. 

For  all  he  saw  in  his  stick  of  wood 
Was  a  chance  to  spite  the  white. 

The  last  man  of  tMs  forlorn  group 

Did  nought  except  for  gain. 
Giving  only  to  those  fwho  gave 

Was  how  he  played  the  game. 

Their  logs  held  tight  in  death's  still  hands 

Was  proof  of  human  sin. 
They  didn't  die  from  the  cold  without 

They  died  from  the  cold  within. 
(GS) 
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MISSION   CHALLENGE 


Each  year  Brethren  World  Missions  grow  in 
strength  where  they  presently  are  located  and 
reach  out  into  new  areas.  Until  the  end  of  1969 
the  Brethren  had  two  overseas  fields,  then  be- 
ginning with  the  opening  in  India  and  until  Jan- 
uary 1975,  in  just  five  years,  the  Brethren  are 
at  work  in  five  countries.  With  five  missionary 
families  in  1969  the  Brethren  are  now  supporting 
nine  families  with  others  in  training.  Statistically 
speaking,  over  1007r  increase  in  fields  and  almost 
100%  increase  in  missionary  families  on  the  field 
in  five  years. 

Financially  this  has  meant  a  great  outlay  of 
funds  during  the  five  years.  Each  new  field  or 
area  is  costly  to  set  up,  more  missionaries  mean 
more  need  for  support  and  larger  programs  for 
outreach  mean  increased  financial  responsibility. 
Not  withstanding  the  economic  situation  and  the 
actuality  of  other  denominational  mission  boards 
retrenching  rather  than  reaching  out,  the  Brethren 
have  indicated  their  interest  in  church  extension 
in  the  United  States  and  mission  extension  over- 


seas. The  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethrei 
Church  has  responded  in  faith  to  this  indicatioi 
from  the  denomination. 

1975  has  brought  with  it  an  enlarged  budge 
for  the  Missionary  Board.  If  we  are  to  maintaii 
this  world  outreach  $275,000  is  needed  for  Brethrei 
World  Missions.  If  every  Brethren  would  assis 
the  goal  could  be  easily  met.  March  is  the  montl 
indicated  for  World  Missionary  emphasis.  Whj 
don't  you  make  a  prayerful  puledge  for  1975.  You; 
offering  can  be  given  through  your  local  churcl 
as  a  part  of  their  budgeted  mission  giving,  it  car 
be  given  through  your  local  church  designated  a; 
over  and  above  the  local  mission  budget  or  it  eai 
be  sent  to  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethrei 
Church,  530  CoUege  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio  44805 
If  your  offering  is  sent  direct  but  you  wish  1 
credited  to  a  local  congregation,  please  so  indlcata 
on  your  check. 

Remember,  together,  each  one  doing  his  pjirt 
we  can  accomplish  the  'task  the  Lord  has  given  u* 
to  reach  the  unreached. 


February  22,  1975 
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VUAYA   KUMAR   AGAIN   IN   INDIA 


Our  newest  Brethren  Missionary,  K.  Vijaya 
Humar  has  returned  to  his  homeland  to  open  a 
lew  area  for  Brethren  Missions.  His  brother 
Prasantha  Kumar  has  been  working  in  India  since 
1970,  using  the  city  of  Rajahmundry  as  his  base. 
Nfow  Vijay  will  be  working  out  of  the  city  of 
v/'isakhapatnam  to  begin  new  congregations  and 
aew  work  in  this  area. 

His  salary  is  being  given  by  the  Loree,  Indiana 
Brethren  Church  who  are  also  assisting  with 
support  of  the  program  operated  by  this  young 
Tian.  Your  suppoirt  to  completely  cover  this  new 


Vijatja  Kumar  ivith  his  new  car 


outreach  in  India  is  needed.  Prayer  is  also  needed 
for  guidance  in  this  outreach  as  well  as  for  Vijay's 
adjustment.  He  has  been  having  some  problems 
with  food,  climate  and  a  general  reverse  cultural 
shock,  similar  to  that  experienced  by  many  oi 
our  missionaries  when  they  return  to  the  United 
States.  Pray  that  the  Lord  might  use  this  new 
outreach. 

Prasanth  reports  that  Vijay  was  presented  to 
the  members  of  the  Brethren  Mission  in  a  public 
meeting  upon  his  arrival  in  India.  Later  the  broth- 
ers attended  the  Evangelical  Fellowship  of  India 
Annual  Conference  where  Vijay  w2ls  introduced 
to  a  number  of  evangelical  leaders.  Vijay  has  also 
been  visiting  the  various  congregations  that  make 
up  the  Brethren  Mission  in  India.  He  has  obtained 
a  car  for  transportation  on  the  field  and  plans  have 
been  laid  for  him  to  assist  in  the  Bible  Institute 
of  the  Brethren  Mission. 

The  General  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Board, 
Rev.  M.  Virgil  Ingraham  is  presently  in  India  and 
Malaysia  on  an  administrative  visit  to  work  with 
our  missionaries  in  organizing  these  two  new 
thrusts.  He  will  be  returning  to  the  United  States 
on  March  3rd  and  your  prayers  are  requested  for 
him. 

If  you  would  like  to  share  with  Vijay  that  you 
are  praying  for  him,  write: 

49-27-15  Madhuranagar 

K.  Vijaya  Kumar 

Vizag  -  4   (A.P.) 

India 


INDIA  STATISTICAL  ANALYSIS 


In  a  Christmas  letter,  Prasantha  Kumar  gave 

he  'following  statistios  for  India. 

Total  Membership  637 

Preaching  Points  42 

Total  trained  in  Bible  Institute  40 

Boys  in  orphanage  25 

Clinic  in  Rajahmundry  dally 

serves  those  in  need  300 

Total  patients  (2  years)  18,882 

Annual  conference  attendance  2„000 

Decisions  at  annual  conference  32 

Remember  the  work  and  the  workers  in  your 

>rayers.    Major   problems   are   inflation,    drought 

uid  famine.  Pray  for  the  physical  food  distributed 

md  the  spiritual  food  presented. 


i»^*'^'% 
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SMALL   SIGNIFICANT   DIFFERENCES 


From  "Translation  Treasurers"  used  by 
permission  of  Wycliffe  Bible  Translators, 
Inc. 


Bible  translators  can't  be  too  alert  as  they  seek 
the  best  word  in  a  tribal  language  for  a  concept 
of  Scripture.  Cameron  Townsend,  the  founder  of 
the  Wycliffe  Bible  Translators,  points  out  that 
English  utilizes  only  about  50  of  the  300  articula- 
tions used  in  all  languages.  He  recalls  discovering 
that  "only  a  click  distinguishes  between  the  word 
for  Savior  and  the  word  for  deceiver  in  the 
Cakchiquel  language  of  Guatemala.  It  took  my 
untrained  ear  and  voice  five  years  to  distinguish 
between  them." 

A  translator,  seeking  to  understand  the  tonal 
language  of  one  of  Mexico's  Mixteco  Indian  dia- 
lects, found  that  the  same  word  is  used  for  "I  am 
Laughing"  and  "I  am  crying."  The  final  syllable 
makes  the  difference,  though  they  look  identical 


Nigerians  rising  the  loooden  keyboards 

designed  by  Larry  Baling er  to  assist 

in  learning  to  type. 


BY  JOHN  BEEKMAN* 


when  written  except  that  the  word  used  for  "I 
am  laughing"  ends  on  a  high  tone  and  the  word 
for  "I  am  crying"  has  a  low  tone  on  that  final 
syllable. 

His  colleague,  working  in  a  dialect  of  the  Maza- 
teco  language,  found  that  a  syllable  made  an 
essential  difference  in  the  translation  of  the 
"wash"  from  Rev.  1:5:  Christ  ".  .  .  washed  us 
from  our  sins."  He  first  tried  the  word 
"tsacanejon."  However,  this  merely  meant  wash- 
ing the  surface  of  something  and  gave  the  idea  to 
the  Mazateco  that  Christ  washed  only  the  outside 
of  believers.  After  further  study  he  substituted 
the  suffix  "ya,"  meaning  "on  the  inside,"  for 
"jon."  With  "tsacaneya"  for  wash,  the  phrase  read, 
Christ  ".  .  .  washed  us  on  the  inside  for  our  sins." 

Navajo  Indians  are  no  different  from  the  rest 
of  us.  They  too  have  cares  and  anxieties.  Thai 
word  to  describe  such  troubles,  when  translated 
back  into  English  from  the  Navajo  language,  in-[ 
dicates  that  which  prickles  and  irritates,  like  a 
pin  sticking  into  the  flesh.  So  translator  Faye 
Edgerton  rendered  Christ's  promise  in  I  Peter 
5:7  to  read,  "The  things  that  are  continually}!; 
sticking  into  you,  turn  them  over  to  me,  for  I 
am  caring  about  you." 


Pray  for  our  missionaries,  the  Jerry/, 
Grieves  who  are  translating  the  Neiv  Testari 
ment  into  Kilba  under  the  Wycliffe  Trans-  ' 
lators.  Also  for  the  work  of  Lit-Lit  whicki 
is  still  being  carried  on  under  the  supervision 
of  John  Guli,  a  Nigenan  pastor  trained  under, 
Larry  Bolinger.  • 


'  Pray  also  for  the  Richard  Winfields  who 
by  the  time  you  read  this,  will  have  returned 
to  Nigeria  to  continue  their  work  at  Kulp 
Bible  School. 

Nigeria  is  truly  an  emerging  nation  and 
we  should  pray  that  the  Christian  influence 
provided  through  Christian  missions  might 
always  be  a  part  of  this  important  nation. 


February  22,  197C 
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OUTREACH   IN   MALAYSIA 


BY  DAVID  LOI 


David  and  Jenny  Loi 


We  spent  aibout  two  weeks  to  visit  all  the  homes 
it  Lorong  Delima  Dua  Belas  and  we  revisited 
KOTie  of  them  who  were  more  interested  in  Jesus 
ISirist. 

Mr.  Lin  'Gedk  Khoon  is  a  foon  four  (11th  grader) 
jtudent  Who  welcomed  us  to  his  home.  He  was 
;he  only  one  at  home  during  the  day.  His  father 
:S  a  driving  instimotor.  All  his  family  members  are 
doil  worshippers.  When  we  told  him  about  the 
jospel,  we  co'uld  tell  from  his  reaction  that  he  was 
struggling  to  accept  Christ  as  his  Savior.  But  he 
feared  his  parents'  dbjection  and  he  said  he  does 
not  want  to  be  the  odd  one  in  his  family.  We  know 
liat  it  is  not  easy  for  him  to  go  against  his  par- 
ents by  accepting  Jesus  Christ.  Please  pray  for 
lim  struggling  to  accept  Christ  as  his  Savior  and 
ilso  his  family. 

There  was  an  Indian  ifamily  who  was  interested 
>n  learning  aibout  Christ.  We  spent  over  half  hour 
talking  to  them  aibout  the  gospel.  But  later  we 
found  out  they  were  Muslims,  so  we  dare  not  set 
>ur  foot  on  that  house  again  as  it  is  illegal  to 
preach  to  the  Muslims.  But  we  pray  and  hope 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  will  work  among  them. 


Madam  Hoo  Geok  Chi  is  a  Buddhist.  She  is  a 
busy  businesswoman.  Wiien  she  was  free,  she 
came  to  our  place.  She  is  eager  to  know  about 
the  Christianity.  We  gave  her  a  gospel  of  John 
in  Chinese  edition  and  ask  her  to  read  it.  Hoping 
that  she  wiU  mind  the  business  of  her  soul. 

Miss  Soo  Hoo  Lai  Peng  has  finished  the  high 
school  education  and  is  now  tutoring  some  stu- 
dents. She  did  not  know  much  about  the  gospel 
and  she  is  anxious  to  know  what  it  is.  But  all  her 
family  members  are  idol  worshippers.  Her  parents 
are  the  fish  vendors  and  we  bought  fish  from 
them  a  couple  of  times.  That  was  why  her  parents 
welcomed  us  to  their  home  to  talk  about  Christ. 
Too  bad,  her  parents  were  busy  all  the  time  when 
we  were  there.  So  we  just  shared  the  gospel  with 
her  and  her  brother  and  left  some  tracts  for  her 
parents  to  read. 

Miss  Ah  Hwa  was  working  at  3R  along  Lorong 
Delima  12  when  we  visited  the  home.  She  never 
heard  the  gospel  before.  She  welcomed  us  to  the 
house  and  we  talked  about  Christ  even  though 
she  was  busy  doing  the  house  work.  It  seems  that 
she  likes  us  to  be  her  friends  because  she  was 
friendly  to  us  one  evening  while  we  were  on  our 
way  hom  from  shopping.  We  gave  her  the  gospel 
of  John  during  the  second  visit  and  ask  her  to 
read  it  whenever  she  has  time.  She  seems  to  be 
very  keen  to  know  more  about  Christianity.  We 
hope  to  visit  her  home  some  time. 

Some  of  the  others  are  also  interested.  We  shall 
visit  them  again  and  hope  they  will  know  a  bit 
more  about  Christianity — our  true  living  God  and 
our  Savior  Jesus  Christ. 

This  afternoon  at  2  o'clock,  Rev.  Goh  Kim  Chuan 
of  Penang  Presbyterian  Church  and  I  (David) 
went  to  have  a  gosj)el  meeting  at  the  prison.  A  few 
ministers  and  laymen  started  the  meetings  in 
pi'ison  since  June  1973.  There  were  about  50  people 
at  the  meeting.  I  praised  the  Lord  that  the  Malay- 
sian government  allowed  this  kind  of  meeting  to 
be  held  in  prison.  Jenny  did  not  go  because  women 
aren't  alowed  to  visit  the  prison. 


Encourage  David  and  Jenny  ivith  a  letter. 

Write: 

David  Loi 

2X  Lorong  Delima  Dua  Belas 

Island  Glades,  Penang 

Malaysia 
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FIRST  LAY  WINTER  INSTITUTE  IN  ARGENTINA 


Under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Eden  Bible  Insti- 
tute, last  July  we  had  our  first  Lay  Winter  Insti- 
tute, primarily  for  High  School  and  University 
students.  We  had  this  full  week  of  classes  and 
fellowship  on  the  Institute  campus. 

Our  classes  were  divided  into  two  main  sulbjects. 
First,  Training  in  Evangelism,  with  Dr.  Azzati 
and  members  of  the  Campus  Crusade  Staff  in 
Argentina.   (See  pictures  of  one  of  those  classes). 


BY  JUAN  CARLOS  MIRANDAi 


Second  we  had  the  class  for  future  Summer  Camp  \ 
Leaders,  with  a  layman  from  the  Plymouth  Breth- 
ren group,  Mr.  Fausto  Re.  Our  attendance  was  45, 
which  we  felt  was  tremendous  for  something  that 
has  never  been  done  before.  But  we  expect  this 
to  be  the  first  of  many  to  come.  The  young  people 
were  thrilled  with  the  classes  and  did  not  want  to 
leave  when  closing  time  came. 

We  felt  that  our  church  needed  to  have  better 
prepared  leaders  for  our  future  camps,  and  this 
was  a  beginning  to  God's  answer  to  that  problem. 
Several  older  students  came,  those  either  at  the 
University  level  or  students  from  the  Eden  Bible 
Institute  and  we  felt  that  the  purpose  Wcis 
achieved.  This  very  next  summer  several  of  them 
will  be  working  as  assistants  to  more  experienced 
people,  but  they  are  on  their  way  to  becoming 
leaders  themselves. 

The  course  for  Training  Evangelism,  was  also 
a  success.  Each  one  of  those  attending,  learned 
how  to  use  the  four  spiritual  laws,  how  to  share 
them  and  how  to  foUow  up  the  results.  Not  only 
theory,  but  every  afternoon  they  went  out  and 
practiced  what  they  had  learned.  As  a  result  of ' 
this  work,  both  the  church  in  Soldini,  and  the 
new  church  in  Zavalla,  benefitted  from  the  con- 
tacts that  were  made  during  those  days.  Also,  the 
reports  from  those  churches  Where  we  had  repre- 
sentatives are  very  encouraging  and  all  the  young 
people  are  being  challenged  for  this  kind  of  work. 

As  a  consequence  of  this  success,  under  the 
'Sponsorship  of  the  Eden  Bible  Institute,  two  of" 
our  Pastors,  brother  Juan  Arregin  and  his  wife  i 
and  pastor  Armando  Ortiz  and  his  wife,  went  to  ! 
the  Campus  Crusade  center,  to  learn  how  to  train  i| 
others  in  these  courses,  and  now  we  know  that  we 
will  (be  able  to  share  with  that  many  more  as  they ; 
go  to  our  churches. 

Next  winter,  (July)  we  are  planning  to  have 
another  of  these  Institutes,  not  only  because  we 
want  them,  but  because  our  young  people  are 
asking  for  them. 


'ebruary  22,  1975 


^1 
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WORK   AND   WORSHIP   TOUR 


By  the  time  you  read  this,  the  members  of  the 
Work  and  Worship  Tour  (sponsored  by  the  Na- 
tional Brethren  Laymen's  Organization)  will  al- 
ready have  returned  to  the  United  States  from 
Colombia  and  Argentina,  South  America.  A  good 
group  of  Brethren  will  have  much  to  tell  concern- 
ing their  visit  to  these  two  Brethren  Mission 
Fields. 

During  the  time  on  the  fields  they  will  have 
participated  in  a  number  of  worship  services, 
given  their  personal  witness  in  many  opportun- 
ities and  assisted  in  a  number  of  work  projects 
at  the  Eden  Bible  Institute  in  Argentina. 

The  picture  shows  the  members  as  they  left  the 
Miami  Airport  early  on  January  25th.  Dr.  J.  D. 
Hamel  on  the  left,  was  there  to  see  them  off  and 
the  picture  was  taken  by  Rev.  Russell  Gordon, 
another  meKiber  of  the  Missionary  Board  who 
acconapanied  Dr.  Hamel  for  the  farewell. 

In  the  coming  issues  of  the  BRETHREN 
EVANGELIST  we  hope  to  share  some  of  the  ex- 
periences of  this  group.  Watch  for  them! 


Members  of  the    Work  and   Worship   Tour 


NEW   I^ISSIONARIES 


Mark  and  Chantal  Logan 


The  Mark  Logans,  who  went  to  Argentina  as 
short  term  missionaries  but  stayed  a  full  term 
before  returning  to  the  United  States,  have  agreed 
ito  go  now  to  Colombia  to  assist  the  Solomons  in 
bhis  new  field.  They  wiU  'be  leaving  as  soon  as 
all  arrangements  can  be  made. 

Mark  is  an  eleotronic  technician  and  served  in 
the  radio  work  in  Argentina  until  the  arrival  of 
Bill  Winter.  He  wiU  be  working  with  Ken  Solomon 
im  the  develoipm.ent  of  an  outdoor  evangelistic  out- 
reach with  equipment  simUar  to  the  mobile  evem- 
gelistic  equipment  used  in  Argentina. 


The  Missionary  Board  has  accepted  the  challenge 
for  this  new  thrust  in  Colombia  by  asking  the 
Logans  to  go  to  Colo'mbia.  The  Brethren  aire  asked 
to  give  for  the  equipment  that  wiU  be  needed. 

Candidates  always  need  your  prayer  support. 
Remem/ber  not  only  the  Logans  but  also  the 
WiEiam  Walks  in  missionary  training  in  Michigan 
for  future  service  in  Latin  America. 


Bill  and  Sharon  Walk  with  Steven 
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SRETHJiSN  HOUSE  BEAT 


M'mitltii  i»  St.  Pifirtiifg.  flttHi 


fhil  &  Uii>  Ltttth 
Btttit  Mi'tti 


HOLIDAY  VISITORS 


One  of  the  pleasures  of  living  in  Florida  is  that 
you  get  to  see  a  lot  of  friends  from  time  to  time, 
particularly  When  the  "caravans"  head  south  in 
the  winter. 

We  w^ere  particularly  ('blessed,  flooded,  inun- 
dated or  ingulfed)  with  visitors  this  year.  We 
were  glad  to  see:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Dale  RuLon  and 
family  from  Elkhart;  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Richey 
and  famUy  from  Cameron;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Weidenhamer  from  Ashland;  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Arden 
GUmer  and  family  from  Vandergrift;  the  Ward 
sisters  from  West  Alexandria;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dan 
Gray  (formerly  Paula  Tinkel)  from  Fort  Wayne; 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dick  Leidy  from  Ashland. 

The  highlight  for  me  however  was  that  my  fam- 
ily came  down  to  spend  two  weeks  over  the  holi- 
days. My  parents,  Rev.  Charles  and  Aida  May 
Munson,  and  my  sister,  Deborah,  were  here.  Also, 
my  mother's  sister,  Gladys  Snyder,  came  to  si>end 
five  days  from  Washington,  D.C.  which  was  an 
added  treat. 

For  those  of  you  shivering  in  the  north  and 
planning  a  trip  to  Florida,  we  cordially  invite  you 
to  drop  in  and  see  us.  Make  BRETHREN  HOUSE 
one  of  your  stops  on  the  itinerary.  We  are  in  the 
phone  book  under  "Brethren  House"  now  so  look 
us  up  and  come  on  over. 

— ^Bonnie 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 

NEWSLEHER  SUBSCRIPTION 
RATE  BEGUN 

The  "Brethren  House  TIMES"  began  in  the  Fall 
of  1972.  During  the  past  21/2  years  10  issues  of 
our  Newsletter  have  been  produced,  with  the  drou- 
lation  rising  to  nearly  750. 

Since  the  beginning,  subscriptions  were  availaible  ^ 
for  any  voluntary  contribution  that  a  reader  want- 
ed to  send  to  us — and  the  response  has  been  grati- 
fying. But  in  order  to  establish  better  record  keep- 
ing and  put  the  "TIMES"  on  a  firmer  financial  I 
base,   a  subscription  has  been  set  to  take  effect  ■ 
immediately. 

The  number  of  issues  is  increased  to  5  per  year  1 
and  the  cost  is  $4.00  annually.  All  people  on  the 
mailing  list  received  the  January-February,  1975 
issue.  But  now  "expiration  notices"  are  being  sent  1 
to  those  who  haven't  made  a  contribution  within 
the  past  year.  If  you  receive  one  of  these  cards,  , 
we  hope  you  wUl  respond  immediately  with  a  sub-  • 
scription  payment  for  the  coming  year.   It  will 
keep  teaching  ideas  and  news  coming  to  you,  and  : 
assist  the  Brethren  House  ministry  at  the  samei 
time. 

[NOTE:  A  compUnientary  subscription  of  thei 
"Brethren  House  TIMES"  will  continue  to  be  sent  1 
to  each  church — in  care  of  the  pastor.  There  is  no 
charge  for  these  100-plus  subscriptions  ...  as  an 
expression  of  our  appreciation  for  the  support  the ' 
Brethren  have  given,  and  are  giving,  our  ministry. 
Denominational  personnel  also  receive  free  copies 
of  each  issue.] 

SAMPLE  COPIES  of  the  Newsletter  are  still, 
available  free  of  charge.  Just  send  your  request 
(along  with  a  self -addressed,  stamped,  business  : 
size  envelope)  to:  Brethren  House,  (3301  56th  I 
Avenue,  N.,  St.  Petersburg,  Florida  33709. 


ANNUAL  MISSION  BOARD  SUPPORT  DECREASING 


Brethren  House  is  working  hard  at  becoming 
a  self-supporting  "distinctive  ministry"  of  the 
Brethren  (ZJhurch. 

in  each  of  the  past  three  years  (1973-74-75)  the 
Brethren  Church  of  St.  Petersburg  has  requested 
less  and  less  support  money  from  the  National 
Missionary  Board.  Not  only  do  we  want  to  become 
a  self-supporting  outreach  ministry,  but  we  also 
reaUze  the  limited  funds  of  the  Mission  Board  in 
light  of  many  needs  around  the  world — and  here  in 
our  own  country. 

In  1973,  we  assumed  $300  of  the  funds  usually 
forwarded  by  the  Mission  Board — a  mere  begin- 
ning. In  1974,  we  ra:ised  that  amount  to  $1,300. 
And  now,  in  1975,  we  have  been  able  to  reduce  our 
request  from   the  Board  another  $1,5(X) — making 


it  $2,800  less  than  what  it  was  in  1973.  That's; 
$2,800  that  can  be  used  elsewhere. 

Our  primary  sources  of  income  that  make  this  ■ 
trend  posabUe  are  local  offerings  and  gifts  from  1 
friends,  workshops,  sale  of  materials,  newsletter 
,  subscriptions,  and  education  consultation  fees. 

[Of  course,  since  the  beginning  we  have  always  ^ 
assumed  full  financial  responsibility  for  local  i 
operational  expenses — ^those  not  included  in  salary ; 
and  mortgage  payments.] 

BRETHREN  HOUSE  IS  BECOMING  MOREl 
AND  MORE  "of  age"  AND  WE  THANK  GOD: 
FOR  OPENING  THE  MEANS  OF  MAKING  THIS ! 
POSSIBLE.  We  rejoice!  .  .  .  and  thought  you  would  1 
want  to  know  too. 

—Phil 
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CHRIST  .  .  .  HAS  CHANGED  MY  LIFE, 
JULIE  TELLS  NRB  WOMEN 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)— "In  March  (1974)  I 
nade  a  decision  to  invite  Christ  into  my  life," 
ulie  Nixon  Eisenhower  told  a  group  of  women 
;t  a  reception  here  Jan.  27  sponsored  by  the  Na- 
ional  Religious  Broadcasters  during  the  organiza- 
Lon's  32nd  annual  convention. 

In  her  brief  message  to  wives  and  delegates  in 
lie  Washington  Hilton  Hotel,  Mrs.  Eisenhower 
dded  that  her  conversion  experience  "really 
hanged  my  life." 

She  confessed  that  she  was  "glad  that  (her 
ppearance)  is  this  year  Instead  of  last  January," 
fating  that  in  1974  she  would  have  had  nothing 
0  say. 

"I  don't  know  if  any  of  you  have  ever  felt  bitter," 
he  said,  "but  I  was  good  at  that.  I  was  angry  at 
;»hat  I  thought  were  unfcdr  attacks  on  my  family. 
ly  whole  life  has  really  changed.  I  have  found 
t  hard  to  be  a  Christian  .  .  .  difficult  to  trust  as 

should.  .  .  ." 

Mrs.  Eisenhower,  an  assistant  managing  editor 
f  the  Saturday  Evening  Post,  said  she  is  current- 
Y  doing  research  on  the  subject  of  love  for  the 
lagazine.  She  quoted  a  line  from  the  popular 
ong,  "What  the  world  needs  now  is  love  sweet 
3ve,"  and  added:  "I  never  knew  what  real  love 
/as  until  I  read  the  Bible.  It  helps  me  to  under- 
tand  others  better." 

The  younger  daughter  of  former  President  and 
Irs.  Richard  Nixon  became  a  Christian  believer 
jf  ter  she  began  attending  the  Congressional  Wives 
Jible  Study  group  led  by  Eleanor  Page. 

Mrs.  Eisenhower  was  presented  the  one  millionth 
[>py  of  the  New  American  Standard  Bible  by 
Irs.  Samuel  Sutheriland,  representing  the  Lock- 
lan  Foundation  of  La  Habra,  Caiit.  which  pro- 
uced  the  edition. 

JuUe  Eisenhower  commended  the  igroup  for  the 
spreading  of  the  word  of  the  love  of  Christ"  and 
araphrased  a  verse  of  Scripture  without  giving 
le  reference:  "If  we  love  one  another,  the  dark- 
ess  disappears." 


Over  the  itriple  doorways  of  the  cathedral  of 
[ilan,  there  are  inscriptions  spanning  the  splen- 
id  arches.  On  one  is  carved  a  beautfiul  wreath 
f  roses,  and  underneath  is  the  legend:  "All  tha/t 
'hich  pleases  is  but  for  a  moment."  Over  the 
ther  is  a  sculptured  cross,  and  there  the  words 
re  inscribed  thus:  "AH  that  troubles  us  is  but 
IT  a  moment."  But  underneath  the  greait  central 
rch  to  the  entrance  for  the  main  aisle  is  this 
iscription,  "That  only  is  important  which  is 
temal." 


"Workers  Together  With  God,' 
a  Bible-centered  worship 
guide  prepared  by  the 
National  Association  of 
Evangelicals,  is  available 
in  booklet  form  for  group 
participation  in  church 
and  community  services 


MATERIALS  PROVIDED 
WITHOUT  CHARGE 


Please  send  materials 
in  quantity  indicated; 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


'Casting  All  Your  Care  Upon  Him 


Nancy  Ronk  is  Pr-esident  of  The  National 
Sisterhood  of  Mary  and  Martha.  She  is  a 
freshman  at  Goshen  College,  Goshen,  Indiana 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dorman 
Ronk  of  Ashland,  Ohio. 


God  has  recently  taught  me  a  very  important 
lesson  which  I  would  like  to  share  with  you.  My 
first  semester  of  college  this  fall  was  really  rough. 
I  had  four  courses  which  all  required  quite  a  bit 
of  reading.  Times  would  come  when  everything 
had  to  be  done  ail  at  once.  I  tried  to  study  and 
budget  my  time  and  work  extra  hard  and  get 
everything  done  r'ight,  ibut  that  was  when  I  did 
the  worst.  Nothing  seemed  to  go  right. 

Finally  (and  it  was  a  long,  hard  way  to  learn 
a  lesson )  I  realized  that  all  I  had  to  do  was  relax, 
give  my  problems  and  studies  to  God  and  let  Him 
work  through  me.  It's  amazing  how  taking  a  little 
extra  time  alone  with  God  seemed  to  give  me 
extra  study  time!  When  I  really  included  Him  in 
my  study  time,  I  could  feel  His  presence  working 
through  me  and  could  get  my  work  done  so  much 
easier.  I  hate  to  admit  it,  but  I  was  actually  sur- 
prised at  how  much  better  things  went  when  I 
let  God  take  all  of  my  worries. 

One  of  the  Bible  verses  that  has  helped  me  the 
most  with  this  is  I  Corinthians  1:7.  Paul  is  speak- 
ing to  Christians  in  Corinth  but  could  just  as 
easily  he  speaking  to  any  Christians  anywhere. 
He  says  ".  .  .  every  spiritual  gift  and  power  for 
doing  His  will  are  yours  .  .  ."  (Living  Bible) 
Isn't  that  exciting?  I  think  so!  To  remind  me,  the 
verse  is  posted  above  my  bed.  Every  time  I  see 
it,  it  reminds  me  that  God  gives  me  His  very  own 


power  to  do  what  He  wants  me  to,  and  I  thint; 
that  includes  getting  my  studying  done.  In  otheiii 
words,  all  I  have  to  do  is  ask  God  for  that  power  j 
accept  it  to  use  for  Him,  and  sit  down  and  gev 
to  work.  Thoughts  come  faster,  concentration  jij 
easier,  and  my  work  gets  done  so  much  faster  ano 
better.  It's  amazing  how  God  really  does  whan 
He  says  He  wUl!  Believe  me! 

There  are  times  when  I  feel  like  I  am  so  del 
pressed  or  tired  that  I  can't  get  anything  donei 
Another  verse  posted  in  my  room  says,  "My  gracti 
is  sufficient  for  you,  for  my  power  is  made  per 
feet  in  weakness  .  .  ."  (IT  Corinthians  12:9a  RSV) 
Or  as  the  Living  Bible  says,  "...  My  power  shows' 
up  best  in  weak  people  .  .  .  "Boy,  am  I  weaki 
That  means  I  have  extra  strength  from  God  a' 
that  time.  Verse  10  goes  on  to  say,  "...  I  am  conilj 
tent  with  weaknesses  .  .  .  ,  for  when  I  am  weakJ 
then  I  am  strong."  (RSV)  Or,  ".  .  .  the  less  I  havel 
the  more  I  depend  on  Him."  (LB)  That's  realljij 
true.  Now,  the  more  work  I  have  to  do,  the  mowc 
I  have  to  depend  on  him,  and  the  more  strengthf 
He  gives  me.  Of  course  I  don't  have  this  systenj 
perfected  yet,  ibecause  it's  so  hard  for  me  to  le1| 
someone  besides  myself  control  my  Ufe.  Thei| 
when  I  don't  I  feel  really  stupid  ibecause  of  al| 
God's  strength  I  missed  out  on  when  trying  1x 
make  it  on  my  own. 

I  hope  you  learn  this  lesson  easier  than  I  didi 
because  it's  so  crucial  to  use  that  strength  avail 
able  to  you  right  now.  And  if  you  don't  use  it,  i 
and  your  own  energy  are  both  beirtg  wasted.  You 
can't  make  it  on  your  own.  Give  God  ALL  yoiB 
problems.  "Let  Him  have  all  your  worries  aiKi 
cares,  for  He  is  always  thinking  about  you  anti 
watching  everything  that  concerns  you."  (I  Petei 
5:7  LB) 


February  22,  1975 
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NEWS  BRIEFS 


CHRISTIANS  HAVE  INFLUENCE  IN 
IVASHINGTON,  CONGRESSMEN  SAY 

WHBATON,  Hi.  —  Evangelical  Christians  are 
laving  a  growing  influence  m  governmental 
affairs,  according  to  speakers  at  NAE's  Washing- 
;on   Leadership   Briefing   in   the   nation's   capital 

Enuary  13-17. 
"I  can  say  that,  during  my  15  years  in  the  Con- 
ess,"  said  Illinois  Congressman  John  B.  Ander- 
son, "one  of  the  thmgs  that  has  encouraged  me 
:;he  most  has  been  what  I  beUeve  is  the  growing 
Influence  of  evangelical  churchmen  and  laymen, 
working  through  organizations  like  the  NAE,  to 
lave  more  of  an  impact  on  public  affairs." 

Anderson,  one  of  some  20  top  governmental 
eaders  addressing  the  special  Briefing  for  pastors 
md  key  Christian  workers,  was  joined  in  his  feel- 
ngs  on  the  Influence  of  evangelicals  by  Rep.  John 
i.  Conlon  of  Arizona.  Conlan  reminded  the  group 
hat  "the  evangelical  Christian  element  in  this 
;oimtry  is  the  largest  voting  block  in  America — 
lomewhere  around  40  mUlion  strong."  It  is  also 
he  least  organized  voting  block  in  America,  he 
aid. 

Among  other  speakers  at  the  week-long  Briefing 
vere  Assistant  Secretary  of  Commerce  for  Science 
ind  Technology  Betsy  Ancker- Johnson;  Vice 
Vdmiral  M.  G.  Bayne,  commandant  National  War 
Mlege;  Dr.  Don  Paarlberg,  director  of  argricul- 
ural  economics,  U.S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture;  Oregon 
Jenajtor  Mark  O.  Hatfield;  Richard  F.  Schubert, 
Older  secretary  of  labor;  and  Supreme  Court 
f'ustice  Byron  R.  White. 

Purpose  of  the  annuail  Briefing  is  to  acquaint 
Christian  leaders  with  the  inner  workings  of  gov- 
smment,  especially  related  to  evangelical  concerns. 

:.AUSANNE  THEME  ADOPTED  FOR 
f AE  33rd  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 

WHBATON,  111.  —  "Let  the  Earth  Hear  His 
lodioe"  is  the  theme  of  the  33rd  Annual  Convention 
tf  the  National  Association  of  Evangelicals  at  'the 
ntemational  Hotel  in  Los  Angeles  April  8-10.  It 
vas  adopted  as  a  continuation  of  the  evangelistic 
fpdrit  spawned  at  the  International  Congress  on 
Vorld  Evangelization  held  at  Lausanne,  Switzer- 
and  in  July. 

■More  than  a  thousand  Christian  leaders  from 
icross  the  nation  wiU  explore  means  of  oommun- 
cating  the  Gospel  in  all  levels  of  modern  society 
it  special  cornmlssion  sessions  held  during  the 
hxee-day  convention. 

"We  did  not  want  the  burning  challenge  of 
^usanne  to  die,"  said  Dr.  Billy  A.  Melvin,  execu- 


tive director  of  the  NAE.  "In  adopting  this  theme 
ior  NAE's  1975  convention,  it  is  our  hope  that 
we  will  be  able  to  keep  alive  the  spirit  of  Lau- 
sanne, and  that  it  will  prove  to  be  a  catalyst  in 
our  own  country  to  call  the  church  to  evangelism 
and  missions." 

The  33rd  Annu^  NAE  Convention  formally 
wMl  be  convened  by  President  Paul  E.  Toms  at 
the  first  public  session  at  7:00  p.m.  Tuesday,  April 
8,  at  which  time  the  1975  Theane  Document,  "Let 
the  Earth  Hear  His  Voice,"  will  be  presented. 
Melvin  explained  that  the  presentation  of  the 
Theme  Document  would  set  the  tone  for  conven- 
tion discussion  and  interaction. 

"We  feel  a  sense  of  urgency,"  he  said,  in  view 
of  current  world  conditions.  It  would  appear  that 
time  is  short  for  the  church  to  share  'The  Good 
News'  with  the  rest  of  the  world.  We  should 
capitalize  on  the  opportunity  that  God  is  giving 
us." 

The  convention  program  will  include  five  major 
addresses  by  national  evangelical  leaders,  some  50 
workshop  and  seminar  sessions,  special  music 
and  exhibits. 


ENERGY  NEEDS  AND  SOCIAL  CONCERNS 
HIT  AT  NAE  BRIEFING 

WHBATON,  111— Some  sobering  thoughts  about 
the  full  extent  of  the  energy  crisis  came  from  a 
top  government  official  during  a  session  of  NAE's 
annual  Washington  Leadership  Briefing  in  the 
nation's  capital  January  13-17. 

Betsy  Ancker-Johnson,  assistant  secretary  of 
commerce  for  science  and  technology,  told  evan- 
geUcal  leaders  that  energy  consumption  in  ithe 
U.S.  has  doubled  in  the  last  17  yeajrs  and  that  the 
future  rate  is  even  worse.  She  said  that  current 
projects  indicate  that,  by  the  year  2000,  we  will 
need  100  million  barrels  of  oil  a  day  compared  to 
the  33  million  barrel  rate  in  1970.  By  1982,  present 
proven  oil  reserves  will  be  exhausted  and,  even 
with  an  all-out  effort  to  develop  new  sources,  our 
energy  needs  wUl  fall  ten  million  barrels  short 
per  day.  The  only  solution  possible  at  this  time, 
she  indicated,  w:ili  be  drastic  cuts  in  consumption 
with  self-imposed  restraints  over  the  more  relaxed 
indulgence  of  the  past. 

Senator  Mark  O.  Hatfield  of  Oregon,  speaking 
at  the  Thursday  evening  banquet  on  world  hunger 
and  social  concern,  said,  "Social  concern  is  not 
just  to  develop  a  social  action  program  and  ask 
God  to  baptize  or  bless  it.  But  I  think  the  best 
basis  for  evangelism  begins,  first  of  all,  with  sen- 
sitivity to  God's  love  for  us  and  then  our  becom- 
ing the  open  vessel  through  which  that  love  can 
manifest  itself  in  other  people's  lives." 

He  also  said  that  we  should  not  see  people  as 
targets  or  projects  in  an  exchange  of  food  for 
conversion  but  "out  of  a  genuine  love  for  them 
as  creatures  of  God." 

Hatfield  used  a  dramatic  illustration  to  portray 
differences  in  U.S.  requirements  for  the  finer  as- 
pects of  life  compared  to  basic  needs  in  other  parts 
of  the  world:  "The  amount  of  fertilizer  that  we 
use  on  our  golf  courses,  our  lawns  and  our  flower 
beds  in  this  nation  is  two  milUon  tons.  That's 
the  equivalent  of  what  would  satisfy  India's  total 
fertilizer  needs  for  argriculture  purposes  for  a 
whole  year,"  he  isaid. 
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WORLD  RELIEF  REPORT 


by  Phil  Lersch,  Chairman 
Brethren  World  Relief  Board 


A  DETROIT  FILMMAKER'S  DIARY  OF  DESPAIR 

(Part  2  of  5) 


[During  Christmas  vacation  in  1973  John 
Holmstrom  and  Bill  Baker  of  the  Ford  Motor 
Co.  traveled  to  Upper  Volta  and  Niger,  two 
African  cotmtries  caught  in  the  grip  of  a  six- 
year-long  drought.  The  purpose  was  to  make 
a  film  depicting  tragic  consequences — hun- 
ger, malnutrition,  starvation — of  the  unpre- 
cedented dry  spell. 

The  film  7vas  u^ed  by  the  World  Relief 
Commission  to  produce  the  movie  shown  at 
General  Conference  last  year  —  "Africa: 
Dry  Edge  of  Disaster."  It  is  still  available 
for  shoiving  in  local  Brethren  Churches  at 
no  charge.  Write:  World  Relief  Commission, 
Box  Uk,  Valley  Forge,  Pa.  19481.  Follotving 
is  part  2  of  Mr.  Holstrom's  diary. '\ 


"^^^ 


December  26,  1973 

[Note:  "MiUet"  is  the  most  coimmon  grain-food 
for  the  African.] 

We  pick  up  the  pattern  of  millet  dlsitribution  in 
the  small  village  of  Bama.  The  sack  is  transferred 
from  the  old  truck  to  a  smaller  truck  and  then  to 
a  bicycle,  which  will  take  it  to  its  final  destination, 
a  refugee  family.  We  locate  a  refugee  famiily  that 
recently  settled  outside  of  Bama  anid  they  agree 
to  participate  in  our  re-creation  of  a  WRC  millet 
distribution  for  the  film.  The  Saheeb  Wydrago 
family  is  from  the  Mossi  tribe  and  they  have  come 
down  from  Ouayigoua  in  the  north  after  losing 
their  crops  and  animals.  The  father  is  tall,  smil- 
ing and  gentle.  His  wife,  Arismata,  doesn't  smile 
much  because  she  does  all  the  work.  She  is  35 
and  looks  50. 

The  two  younger  boys  are  watched  over  as  is 
the  African  custom,  iby  Alimata,  their  10-year-old 
sister.  The  kids,  although  'thin,  have  a  lot  of  en- 
ergy, and  are  easy  to  film.  We  spend  the  day  film- 
ing the  family  walking  throug^hout  the  scrub 
brush  on  their  trek  to  Bama,  settling  in  their 
new  thatched  hut,  cutting-  fire  wood,  'the  kids 
going  to  the  well,  and  the  important  sequences 
involving'  the  millet  they  receive  from  the  World 
Relief  Commission. 

The  millet  is  pounded  by  the  women,  then 
laboriously  scraped  with  stones  to  produce  powder. 
This  powder  is  transferred  to  boiling  water  and 


cooked.  The  resultant  doughy  substance  is  dipped 
into  an  evil  looking  gravy  called  "tow"  and  eaten 
with  the  fingers.  This  is  the  Wydago's  breakfast, 
lunch,  and  dinner.  Without  'this  simple  tout  nour- 
ishing millet,  millions  of  Africans  are  stai-vlng. 

Saheeb  now  supports  his  family  by  cutting 
wood  and  selling  it  to  city  dwellers  in  BoBo.  By 
doing  this  he  contributes  to  the  effects  of  the 
drought.  Without  tree  roots,  the  water  taMe 
drops  and   alll   the  vegetation  suffers.  Then  too, 
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the  Sahara  desert's  hot  wind  is  blowing  south 
at  the  rate  of  15  to  30  miles  a  year,  covering  up 
the  wasted  land  with  sand.  The  delicate  life  bal- 
ance, say  the  missionaries,  is  slowly  Ibeing  broken, 
but  to  Saheeb,  the  wood  provides  his  family  with 
food. 

As  we  leave  the  Wydrago's,  we  say  goodby  to 
the  'Cihildren  and  give  them  .millet,  ice  chunks  from 
our  cooler  and  some  fruit.  As  we  get  into  the 
cars,  little  Alimata  comes  to  Dave  Kennedy  and 
speaks  to  him  in  her  dialect  and  gently  touches 
his  arm.  She  says,  "Thank  God  that  you  brought 
us  the  millet." 

The  last  I  see  of  the  family  is  Saheeto  playing 
with  the  cheap  lighter  that  BiHi  gave  him  and  the 
kids  carrying  the  ice  back  to  their  thatched  but. 
The  family  had  a  'beautiful,  simple  dignity  and  it 
was  a  pleasure  to  fihn  them  and  be  with  them. 
I  think  they  were  amused  by  us  and  our  cameras 
and  tape  recorders  and  I  like  them  all  the  more 
for  that. 

December  27,  1973 

We  load  our  two  vehicles  with  food  and  head 
north  where  the  drought  is  worst.  Bill  and  I  are 
anxious  to  see  firsit  hand  the  effects  of  the  drought. 
We  know  that  to  imake  an  effective  film  we  must 
show  the  many  aspects  of  African  life  that  are 
affected  by  ithe  six-year-calamity. 


We  stop  in  the  small  village  of  Santidoiuigou  to 
fUm  a  well  being  dug.  A  well  is  a  vital  part  of 
African  life  and  the  WBC  has  several  programs 
to  provide  such  wells.  Then  on  to  the  village  of 
Yako  where  we  meet  missionary  Dave  Shady.  He 
has  arranged  for  us  to  film  an  animal  sacrifice 
by  the  local  witch  doctor.  Animist  worship,  along 
with  belief  in  voodoo  and  curses,  exerts  a  strong 
force  on  primitive  Africans.  Shady  tells  us  that 
he  doesn't  know  of  any  other  white  people  ever 
being  allowed  to  film  the'ir  ceremony  but  (because 
the  witch  doctor  needs  the  money,  the  two  dollars 
we  pay  him  gains  us  entranice  to  the  sacred  hut. 

We  all  enter  the  hut.  Three  old,  thin,  men  are 
squatting  on  the  ground  in  front  of  a  tree  sitump. 
On  it  rests  a  knife  and  some  coins.  Two  of  the 
men  hold  small  chickens.  I  approach  each  man 
and  shake  hands  with  them.  The  two  men  holding 
the  chickens  extend  hands  to  me  covered  with 
flies.  The  oldest  man  is  identified  as  the  head 
witch  doctor.  Shady  talks  with  the  men,  and  Bill, 
eager  to  remove  some  of  the  tension  we  all  feel, 
leans  towards  me  and  says,  "Are  you  sure  Colonel 
Sanders  got  his  start  this  way?"  Later  on  we  all 
laugh  but  now  we  are  aware  of  the  oppressiveness 
and  evil  in  the  hut. 

The  men  begin  to  chant  and  mijmible  about  the 
sacrifice.  Shady  interprets  and  says  they  are  sac- 
rificing the  ohickens  in  hopes  of  good  fortune  and 


rain.  They  welcome  us  and  say  they  do  not  under- 
stand w'hy  we  are  here  but  accept  us  as  brothers. 
When  the  old  man  begins  to  kill  the  first  chicken 
'by  pulling  the  knife  back  into  the  chicken's  mouth, 
his  hands  are  shaking  so  much  from  camera  fright 
he  can  hardly  function.  With  my  wide  angle  lens 
I  move  in  tight  to  film  the  Africans,  eyes,  hands, 
and  finally  the  Wood  spurting  from  the  squirming 
chicken.  AH  around  the  hut  squat  the  Villagers, 
watching  not  only  us  but  the  sacrifice. 

In  my  14  years  as  a  fihn  'maker  I  have  traveled 
around  the  world  and  seen  and  filmed  many  good 
and  bad  things.  But  as  I  film  this  ceremony  I 
realize  the  distance  between  the  stone  and  the 
space  age  is  minimal.  The  primitive  exper'ience 
shakes  me  and  ■when  they  begin  to  kill  the  second 
chicken  I  turn  to  Bill  and  tell  htm  I  have  what 
we  need  and  head  for  the  exit. 

Dick  Pendell  is  behind  me  anid  upon  leaving  the 
hut  he  is  struck  on  the  back  by  a  log  which  falls 
fro.m  the  hut.  The  elderly  African  men  become 
very  upset.  Shady  tells  us  to  sit  tight  and  not  to 
leave,  as  the  African  witch  doctor  is  fearful  that 
this  is  a  sign  against  us  for  filming  their  sacrifice. 
Shady  goes  back  into  the  'hut  and  after  a  few 
minutes  returns.  He  tells  us  'that  according  to 
custom,  the  chickens  have  been  cut  open  and  the 
color  of  the  testicles  examined.  Black  means  bad 
luck  and  more  sacrificing  necessary.  White  indi- 
cates a  good  sacrifice.  Luckily  for  us  they  are 
White. 

BUI  and  I  then  begin  to  set  up  for  an  interview 
with  Shady  outside  the  hut.  I  load  the  camera, 
advance  the  film  and  shoot  an  identifying  slate 
number.  After  positioning  Shady  we  stairt  the 
filming.  But  the  camera  does  not  work.  I  wiggle 
the  battery  cord,  change  batteries,  and  check  all 
the  connections.  After  a  few  minutes  I  replace  the 
cord,  which  I  have  been  using  all  day,  and  the 
camera  works,  il  never  have  had  a  cord  go  bad  in 
the  middle  of  a  scene.  Later  we  check  the  cord 
and  find  nothing  wrong  with  it.  I  even  fihn  with 
it  later.  There  isn't  any  logical  explanation. 

Shady  says  that  witchcraft  and  curses  are  com- 
mon place  in  the  village.  The  sacrificial  log  in  the 
hut  is  replaced  in  an  unusual  manner.  When  the 
head  witch  doctor  is  asleep,  villagers  measure  him 
With  a  stalk  of  millet  and  cut  a  tree  trunk  'the 
same  length  and  roll  it  thrO'Ugh  the  village  to 
the  hut  and  bury  it.  Within  24  hours  the  elder 
witch  doctor  dies.  He  is  then  replaced  by  the  sec- 
ond in  line.  If  the  witch  doctor  awakens  when  he 
is  being  measured,  the  men  he  catches  die.  One 
missionary  also  to'ld  us  that  a  Uttle  g'irl  had  been 
brought  to  him  iby  her  father  as  she  had  been 
cursed  iby  a  woman  in  the  village.  The  giri  died 
in  two  days. 

We  drive  to  Kekaba  dam  in  Shady's  1957  Ford 
truck,  battered  but  still  going  strong.  Built  by  the 
Italian  government  over  a  six-year  period  to 
harness  water  for  rice  fields,  the  dam  is  now  use- 
less and  dry,  due  not  only  to  the  drought  but  poor 
engineering.  A  'pathetic  scene  to  fihn,  a  useless 
dam  in  a  useless  land, 
(continued   in  forthconiing   issue   of   Evangelist) 

(John  Holmstrom's  African  Diary  ap- 
peared in  DETROIT,  the  Sunday  edition  of 
the  Detroit  Free  Press,  July  lU,  197lt.) 
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Memorials 


CHAPMAN-RHODES 

Miss  Elizabeth  Ann  Ciiapfman  and  Mr.  Deibert 
Eugene  Rhodes  were  married  in  the  North  Man- 
chester, Indiana  church  sanctuary  on  Saturday 
evening,  January  26,  1975. 

Mrs.  Rhodes  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Chapman  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  foirm- 
erly  of  North  Manchester,  Indiana;  and  Mr.  Rhodes 
is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deibert  Rhodes  of  Rt. 
3,  North  Manchester,  Indiana. 

Pastor  Immel  officiated  at  this  service. 


EBBINGHOUSE-DRAKE 

Miss  Joyce  Ann  Ebbingliouse  and  Paul  Drake 
were  united  in  marriage,  January  24,  1975  in  the 
home  of  the  bride's  parents. 

The  evening  candle  light  service  was  performed 
by  the  Reverend  Jarnes  Overholt,  pastor  of  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  in  North  Manchester. 

Mrs.  Drake,  a  member  of  The  First  Brethren 
Church  of  North  Manchester,  is  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Bbbinghouse;  and  Mr.  Drake 
is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Drake  of 
Kokomo. 


HENDRIX 

Vella  Hendrix  born  May  30,  1883  passed  away 
December  9,  1974.  She  was  the  wife  of  Charles 
Hendrix  who  preceded  her  in  death. 

Burlington  First  Brethren  Church 
*     *     * 

BAILEY 

Esther  G.  Bailey  bom  September  19,  1895  passed 
away  December  20,  1974. 

Burlington  First  Brethren  Church 
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A  son,  Peter  Alexander  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter 
Roussaki.  Mr.  Roussaki  is  in  his  second  year  of 
licensure  and  is  minister  of  Music  and  The  Board 
of  Christian  Education  of  the  Brethren  Church 
in  New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 

Mrs.  Roussaki  is  the  daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
W.  Clayton  Berkshire  of  Tempe,  Arizona. 


Goldenaires 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Sweetland  of  Hamlin,  Kansas 
celebrated  their  50th  Wedding  Anniversary  Decem- 
ber 22,  1974.  They  are  members  of  the  Morrill 
First  Brethren  Churoh. 
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REVIVAL  AND  BIBLE  CONFERENCE  IN 
SARASOTA,  FLORIDA 


January  5-10,  1975  the  dedicated  and  talented 
Artist-Evangelist  Rev.  Don  Rowser,  pastor  of  the 
New  Lebanon,  Ohio  Brethren  Church  held  a  six 
day  Revival  in  the  Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church 
in  Florida.  The  spiritual  results  of  the  revival 
were  3  first  time  confessions,  12  rededications,  and 
7  coming  forward  for  full  time  Christian  service. 
The  average  evening  attendance  for  the  campaign 
was  189  with  the  first  Sunday  morning  attendance 
471. 

Outstanding  singmg  was  inspired  and  led  by 
song  evangelist  Dan  Pierce  of  Sarasota  who  also 
presented  duets  with  his  wife  Barbara.  Mrs.  Eu- 
gene Robbins  was  organist  for  the  meeting  and 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Hamel,  pianist. 

A  prayer  chapel  was  provided  by  the  Deacon 
Board  in  our  Vanator  HaH  ajid  many  of  our  people 
took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  pray  for 
revival. 

Evangelist  Don  Rowser  added  excitement  to  the 
meeting  by  giving  away  his  sermon-picture  each 
evening  to  the  person  who  brought  the  most  vis- 
itors. A  brother  and  sister  each  brought  27  and 
29  between  them  on  one  night.  Special  music  was 
also  provided  by  the  Chancel  Choir  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  J.  D.  Hamel  and  the  Eternity 
Singers  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Eugene 
Rabbins. 

I  highly  recommend  Rev.  Don  Rowser  with  his 
Holy  Spirit  anointed  chalk  talks  as  an  evangelist. 
Rev.  Rowser  has  the  rare  ability  of  making  the 
Word  of  iGod  live  as  he  draws  it  from  the  scrip- 
tures and  as  he  illustrates  his  abject  lessons  for 
the  children.  Beloved  these  are  great  days  for 
Revival  and  every  Brethren  Church  is  urged  to 
make  these  days  of  "aggressive  evangelism"  for 
Christ.  People  today  are  willing  to  listen!  Thank 
God  for  Evangelist  Rev.  Don  Rowser. 

During  our  week  of  meetings  the  Church  Growth 
Commission  of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren  Church  had  a  two  day  meeting  in  Sara- 
sota. Members  attending  were  Chairman  Rev.  Don 
Rowser,  our  evangelist;  Rev.  Woodrow  Immel, 
president  of  the  Board  and  pastor  of  the  North 
Manchester,  Ind.  Brethren  Church;  Rev.  Arden 
GUmer,  pastor  of  the  Pleasant  View  Brethren 
Church  in  Vandergrift,  Pa. ;  Rev.  Clarence  Stewart, 
Pastor  Emeritus  of  the  Sarasota  and  Nappanee, 
Ind.  Brethren  Churches  and  life  member  of  the 
Missionary  Board;  John  Rowsey,  Associate  Sec- 
retary of  the  Mission  Board  from  Ashland,  Ohio; 


Rev.  Russell  Gordon,  pastor  of  the  Bradenton 
Brethren  Church;  and  Dr.  J.  D.  Hamel,  pastor  of 
Sarasota  First  Brethren. 

January  12th  Rev.  Delbert  Flora  began  eig'ht 
weeks  of  Bible  studies  as  a  resident  professor  in 
Sarasota,  Florida.  Rev.  Flora  is  well  qualified  as 
former  Dean  of  Ashland  Theological  Seminary; 
and  has  travelled  seven  times  into  Europe  and  the 
Middle  East,  including  extended  stays  for  study. 
He  has  been  a  student  at  the  American  School  of 
Oriental  Research  in  Jerusalem.  During  the  Bible 
series  Rev.  Flora  is  lecturing  on  Sunday  evenings 
on  "Paul,  the  Man  and  the  Missionary"  illustrating 
the  lectures  with  colored  slides.  Printed  outlines 
are  distributed.  Wednesday  mornings  at  10  a.m. 
he  is  bringing  studies  in  Matthew.  Wednesday 
evenings  at  7  p.m.  he  is  lecturing  on  the  "Dis- 
tinctive Doctrines  of  the  Brethren  Church",  with 
the  book  "Our  Faith"  as  part  of  the  course.  Fridays 
at  7  p.m.  his  subject  Is  "Bible  Backgrounds"  with 
the  "Golden  Bible  Atlas"  used  with  the  study.  The 
Bible  is  the  main  textbook  for  all  of  the  courses. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  Sarasota  First  Brethren 
Church  to  strengthen  its  members  spiritually 
through  an  intimate  personal  study  of  God's  Holy 
Word.  First  Brethren  is  grateful  for  the  privilege 
of  having  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Flora  in  our  church  this 
winter. 

— Sarasota.  Florida 


MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS 

MILLEDGEVILLE  BRETHREN  CHURCH  GOES 
ON  THE  AIR.  After  weeks  of  preparation,  the 
MiUedgeviUe  Brethren  Church  signed  a  contract 
with  the  most  powerful  AM/FM  radio  station  in 
the  area  to  air  a  15  minute  program  each  week. 
We  had  some  difficulty  getting  the  time  desired, 
but  after  listening  to  the  pilot  tape,  a  change  in 
program  was  made  and  we  have  the  fantastic  time 
of  Saturday  evening,  6:15  (following  network 
news).  The  program  will  feature  transcribed 
music  (some  "live"  in  the  future,)  and  a  devo- 
tional message.  We  are  happy  for  this  outreach, 
and  for  the  cooperation  of  W.S.D.R.  Radio,  Ster- 
ling, Dixon,  Rock  Falls,  Illinois. 

Jim  Black,  pastor 
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SURVEY  SHOWS  COLDNESS  A  FACTOR 
IN   DECLINING 
PROTESTANT   MEMBERSHIP 

SAN  DIEGO  (EP)— A  study  of  180  church  drop- 
outs and  265  active  church  members  in  two  areas 
of  Southern  California  reveals  that  the  Protestant 
church  overall  is  losing  members  largely  because 
it  is  too  impersonal  and  unfriendly,  than  for  any 
other  reason. 

The  study  showed  that  21  per  cent  of  the  persons 
that  had  left  the  church  in  the  past  two  years 
said  they  did  so  because  of  the  coldness  and  im- 
personality of  the  institution  and  the  congrega- 
tion. The  theological  stance  the  church  has  taken 
was  seldom  listed  as  a  cause  for  their  leaving. 

The  study  was  headed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Frank 
Finkbiner,  pastor  of  the  Reseda  United  Methodist 
Churoh.  The  study,  carried  by  the  Copley  News 
Service  here,  included  the  Methodist,  Disciples  of 
Christ,  Presbyterian  and  Lutheran  churches. 

The  other  figures  were  15.3  per  cent  who  said 

the  church  was  too  liberal  and  6.6  per  cent  too 

conservative,  but  whatever  the  reason,  there  is  a 

high  degree  of  lethargy  among  the  once  actives. 

(See  page  3  of  this  issue) 

DAY  OF  PRAYER  SET  IN  INDIA 
FOR  CHRISTIAN  'UNTOUCHABLES' 

BOMBAY  (EP) — ^India's  Christian  community 
will  observe  a  national  Day  of  Prayer  on 
Jan.  19  on  behalf  oif  the  country's  Christian 
"untouchables." 

The  mass  prayer  campaign  is  intended  to  reg- 
ister Christian  concern  over  alleged  government 
discrimination  against  those  members  of  India's 
most  despised  and  wretched  class  of  human  beings 
who  are  Christians. 

Despite  constitutional  prohibitions  and  efforts  of 
social  reformers,  the  vast  majority  of  the  80  to 
100  million  untouchables — ^whom  Mahatma  Gandhi 
called  "Harijans"  (Children  at  God) — continue  to 
live  in  forced,  degraded  backwardness,  especially 
in  the  rural  areas  where  90  iper  cent  of  them  live. 

HATFIELD  NOTES  'POSITIVE  RESPONSE' 
OF  PUBLIC  TO  HUNGER  CRISIS 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)— Since  the  Senate 
passed  a  resolution  early  in  December  calllnig  for 
the  conservation  and  sharing  food  with  the  hungry 
and  establishing  Nov.  24,  1975  as  a  "National  Day 
of  Fasting,"  a  great  number  of  Americans  have 
expressed  their  interest  and  concern. 

Sen.  Mark  O.  Hatfield  (R-Ore.),  author  of  the 
resolution,  advised  his  colleagues  on  the  National 
Day  of  Prayer  that  his  office  has  received  hun- 
dreds of  letters  "reflecting  the  attitudes  and  con- 
victions of  citizens  from  around  the  country  with 
regard  to  the  U.S.  involvement  in  the  alleviation 
of  the  immediate  food  needs  of  the  hungry. 


GREEK  ORTHODOX  CHURCH  OPENS 
'YEAR  OF  SPIRITUAL  RENEWAL' 

NEW  YORK  (BP)_The  Greek  Orthodox  Arch- 
diocese of  North  and  South  America  has  opened  i 
a  Year  of  Spiritual  Renewal  intended  to  strength- 
en personal,  parish  and  Church-wide  devotion  to 
Christ. 

The  special  1975  emphasis  is  not  a  program, 
project  or  new  organization.  It  is  an  effort  to 
place  greater  priority  on  the  churtfh  as  a  com- 
munity of  salvation. 

Theme  for  the  year  is,  "In  the  radiance  of  Thy 
countenance.  O  Lord,  shall  I  walk  forever." 

Archbishop  lakovos,  primate  of  the  archdiocese, 
which  has  1.6  million  constituents,  proclaimed  the 
1975  Year  of  Spiritual  Renewal  last  year.  The  call 
for  the  observance  originated  with  an  archdiocesan 
Clergy-Laity  Congress  in  1972. 

'MAUDE'  AND  'ALL  IN  THE  FAMILY' 
CALLED  'PERMISSIVE'  BY  MANY 

WHEATON,  111.  (EP)— "Maude"  and  "All  in 
the  Family"  led  the  list  of  "permissive"  programs 
noted  by  7,000  persons  Who  responded  to  a  Na- 
tional Association  of  Evangelicals'  questionnaire 
on  the  moral  tone  of  television.  "The  Waltons" 
and  "Apple's  Way"  were  cited  as  the  most 
"commendable." 

Results  of  the  voluntary  survey  provided  the 
basis  for  an  NAE  letter  to  the  three  networks 
and  25  leading  advertisers  protesting  the  morality 
of  programming. 

The  NAE  is  particularly  concerned  about  pro- 
fanity, sex,  "crudity"  and  "unnecessary  violence," 
according  to  the  Rev.  Paul  E.  Toms  of  Boston, 
president. 

The  letter,  sent  in  December,  produced  three  re- 
plies from  advertisers  by  early  January.  Bristol- 
Myers  was  reportedly  "very  positive"  toward  the 
NAE  position,  while  General  Foods  was  said  to 
be  "defensive  but  at  the  end  positive." 


FORMER  MINISTER:     BUSINESS  WORLD 
'MORE   CHRISTIAN'  THAN  EXPECTED 

NASHVILLE  (BP)— A  former  minister  who  is 
now  a  salesman  for  a  book  publisher  finds  that 
the  business  world  is  "more  Christian"  than  he 
had  expected. 

Kent  McNish,  associate  j>astor  of  Nashville's 
large  Belmont  United  Methodist  Church  until  a 
year  ago,  seems  to  have  no  regrets  that  he  left 
the  ministry  after  10  years. 

"As  a  preacher  in  the  pulpit,"  he  told  a  reporter, 
"I  had  assumed  the  business  world  was  a  big  world 
of  sin  which  the  preachers  had  to  correct  through 
(church)  members.  Yet  I  have  found  that  people 
act  from  ethical  motives  and  have  a  concern  about 
what  is  right  and  wrong  in  their  everyday  lives. 
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DIRKSEN'S  WIDOW  BOOSTS 
PRAYER  BILL 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)— Mrs.  Everett  Dirk- 
sen,  widow  of  tiie  Illinois  Senator  who  had  spon- 
sored a  bill  to  amend  the  Constitution  to  allow 
prayer  in  public  schools,  is  boosting  a  prayer  bLU 
introduced  in  the  Senate  by  Senatoo-  Jesse  Helms 
(R-^N.C). 

The  biU  would  limit  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  and  district 
courts  pertaining  to  prayer  in  public  schools. 

Senator  James  O.  Eastland  (D-Miss.)  is  one  of 
the  bill's  sponsors. 

Mrs.  Dirksen  is  boosting  the  bUl  through  her 
service  as  a  board  member  of  the  Leadership 
Foundation,  one  of  many  organizations  backing  a 
prayer  bill. 


SEN.  HUGHES:     AMERICANS  MUST  WAGE 
A    WAR'  ON  ALCOHOL,  DRUG  ABUSE 

SAN  FRANCISCO  (EP)— H  humanity  cannot 
conquer  drug  abuse  and  alcohoUsm  in  the  same 
way  it  defeated  polio  and  tuberculosis,  it  should 
at  least  "educate,  minimize  the  danger,  and  make 
sure  the  measures  we  take  don't  compound  the 
problem,"  Senator  Harold  E.  Hughes  (D.^Iowa) 
told  deilegates  to  the  North  American  Congress  on 
Alcohol  and  Drug  Problems. 

"Obviously,  the  status  of  our  national  effort 
with  respect  to  alcoholism  and  drug  abuse  must 
be  viewed  in  the  context  of  the  general  state  of 
the  nation,"  he  said.  "From  the  standpoints  of 
the  economy,  the  international  situation,  and  the 
present  disarray  of  public  health  and  social  pro- 
grams in  the  country,  we  know  we  are  facing  a 
winter  of  hard  choices." 

Sen.  Hughes,  a  United  Methodist  who  wiU  leave 
the  senate  in  1975  to  enter  the  ministry  with 
International  Christian  Leadership  and  the  Fellow- 
ship Foundation,  is  a  recovered  alcoholic. 


PARENTS  OPPOSING  OBJECTIONABLE 
TEXTS  MAY  HAVE  TO  FACE  JAIL, 
JONISTER  SAYS 

MANASSAS,  Va.  (EP)— Northern  Virginia  resi- 
dents were  told  here  that  imprisonment  is  one 
of  the  prices  that  parents  may  have  to  pay  when 
they  show  concern  about  objectionable  textbooks 
and  supplementary  reading  matter  in  schoo^ls 
their  children  attend. 

"You  wUl  have  to  be  prepared  to  face  jail  if 
you  want  to  stop  the  use  of  this  material,"  said 
the  Rev.  Ezra  Graley  of  Nitro,  West  Va.,  a  leader 
in  the  West  Virginia  school  textbook  protests,  at 
a  public  meeting  here. 

Sentenced  to  jaU  for  ihis  involvement  in  demon- 
strations iby  parents  and  icoal  miners  against  con- 
troversial textbooks,  Mr.  Graley  is  free  on  appeal 
after  serving  11  days  of  his  sentence.  He  told  a 
reporter  that  speaking  dates  are  being  arranged 
for  him  to  address  other  groups  in  Northern 
Virginia  and  Maryland.  A  national  grassroots  ef- 
fort is  being  started,  he  added,  to  oppose  school 
texts  and  reading  matter  soime  parents  find 
objectionalble. 


BOMBING  WAS  'SIGN  FROM  GOD,' 
SAYS  JERUSALEM  VICTIM 

JERUSALEM  (EP)— DeJean  Replogle,  the  16- 
year-old  Florida  tourist  who  lost  her  leg  when 
terrorists  bombed  her  bus,  looks  at  her  calcunlty 
through  pain,  sadness,  love,  joy  and  some 
bewilderment. 

"Before  this  happened  we  were  on  tour,"  she 
told  William  J.  Drummond  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Times.  "We  were  in  the  upper  room  where  the 
Lord  had  the  Last  Supper.  .  .  .  AU  the  people  were 
there  sobbing  and  crying.  I  was  just  sitting  there. 
It  kind  of  bothered  me. 

"I  said,  hey  man,  something  is  wrong.  I'm  not 
right.  I  prayed  that  the  Lord  would  do  something 
to  me.  I  honestly  prayed  that  he  would  do  some- 
thing to  me,  build  my  faith  up  in  him. 

"It  wasn't  20  minutes  later  that  this  happened," 
the  teenager  said. 

A  miracle  had  occurred,  she  said.  "My  blood 
clotted.  The  doctors  said  it  was  a  plain  miracle 
that  I  didn't  bleed  to  death.  Man,  U  that  doesn't 
buUd  somebody's  belief  in  God  up!" 


EIRE'S  NEW  PRESIDENT  PLEADS 
FOR  PEACE  IN  THE  NORTH 

DUBLIN  (EP)— Clearbhall  O'Dalaigh,  in  his 
first  act  as  President  of  the  Republic  of  Ireland, 
made  an  urgent  plea  for  peace  in  Northern 
Ireland. 

The  63-year-old  former  Chief  Justice  of  Ireland 
was  sworn  in  as  Eire's  fifth  president  at  a  cere- 
mony in  St.  Patrick's  HaU  at  Dublin  Castle  on 
Dec.  19. 

Prior  to  the  swearing  in  ceremony,  Mr. 
O'Dalaigh  attended  an  ecumenical  service  con- 
ducted by  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant  church- 
men at  the  Catholic  Pro-Cathedral  in  Dublin. 


PRIVATE  ELEMENTARY,  SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS   TEACH   ALMOST    1/10 
OF  U.S.  STUDENTS 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)— Private  and  church 
related  elementary  and  secondary  schools  enrolled 
more  students  in  the  1973-74  academic  year  than 
the  total  public  school  enrollment  of  the  nation's 
20  smallest  states,  according  to  the  Council  for 
American  Private  Education  here. 

Basing  its  conclusion  on  U.S.  Office  of  Educa- 
tion and  Department  of  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare  statistics,  the  council  said  4,870,000  stu- 
dents were  enrolled  in  private  and  parochial 
schools  nationwide,  compared  with  4,690,000  stu- 
dents in  publicly-operated  schools  in  the  20  states 
with  the  lowest  populations. 

There  were  even  more  private  and  church- 
related  school  students  in  the  country  as  a  whole 
than  public  school  students  in  any  single  state, 
including  California,  Which  has  the  largest  nuim- 
ber  of  public  school  students  (4,460,(X)0)  and  New 
York,  the  next  largest   (3,450,000). 

Private  schools  (of  which  the  vast  majority  are 
operated  by  religious  groups)  educate  almost  one- 
tenth  of  the  nation's  50.5  million  elementary  and 
secondary  school  children,  the  two  government 
agencies'   school  computations  indicate. 
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'TIME'  COVER  STORY  ON  BIBLE  CONCLUDES: 
GOD  INTERVENED  IN  HISTORY 

NEW  YORK  (EP)— Few  facets  of  biblical  truth 
have  escaped  the  scrutiny  of  scholarly  test,  but 
honest  doubt  has  made  the  Scriptures  more  accept- 
able since  the  rationalists  opened  their  attack, 
says  the  December  30  issue  of  Time  magazine. 

The  editors  added  that  numerous  archaeological 
digs  have  confirmed  the  historic£il  accuracy  of 
the  Bible. 

However,  the  editors  declared,  litera lists  do  not 
share  the  view  that  doubt  strengthens  faith,  be- 
lieving instead  that  the  challenge  to  inspiration  has 
sown  doubts,  that  faith  is  in  jeopardy,  and  that 
credibiUty  has  suffered. 

The  seven-page  article  looks  at  the  broad  sweep 
of  biblical  criticism,  emphasizing  two  main  as- 
sumptions: the  fundamental  view  and  the  liberal 
view.  To  the  former,  the  Bible  is  absolutely  in- 
errant;  to  the  latter,  it  is  a  book  whose  occasion- 
ally fallible  text  makes  it,  paradoxically,  seem 
more  authentic. 

"The  miraculous  can  be  demythologized,"  con- 
clude the  editors,  "the  marvel  explained,  but  the 
persistent  message  of  the  Bible  will  not  go  away. 
Both  in  the  Jewish  and  Christian  Bibles  it  is 
irreducible:  some  time,  somewhere,  God  intervened 
in  history  to  help  man.  Whether  it  was  at  the 
time  of  the  Exodus,  the  giving  of  the  Law,  the 
Incarnation  or  the  Resurrection,  or  any  of  those 
smaller  interventions  that  are  stUl  so  cherished, 
ordinary  human  history  was  interrupted  and  has 
never  since  been  the  same." 

WORLD'S  JEWISH  POPULATION 
ESTIMATED   AT   14,150,000 

NEW  YORK  (EP) — There  are  14,150,000  Jews 
in  the  world  today,  according  to  the  1974-75  edition 
of  the  American  Jewish  Year  Book.  This  compares 
with  a  figure  of  14,370,650  reported  last  year. 

Whereas  the  United  States  retains  its  lead  as 
the  country  with  the  largest  Jewish  population — 
5,732,000 — that  total  also  represents  a  decline, 
from  6,115,000  in  1973. 

U.S.  SENATE  HAILS  HAROLD  E.  HUGHES, 
RETIRING  TO  TAKE  UP  RELIGIOUS  WORK 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)— Sen.  Harold  E. 
Hughes  (D-Iowa)  was  cited  here  for  being  the 
first  elected  member  in  the  history  of  the  U.S. 
Senate  to  resign  his  post  for  the  "distinct  reason 
that  he  seeks  to  dedicate  his  full  life,  time,  effort 
and  energy  to  the  service  of  God." 

Sen.  Pete  V.  Domenici  (R-N.Mex.),  a  Roman 
Catholic,  told  his  Senate  colleagues  that  research 
by  his  staff  had  proven  that  the  United  Methodist 
law-maker  from  Iowa  is,  indeed,  the  first  senator 
to  choose  full-time  religious  work  ratheir  than 
re-election. 

(Sen.  Hughes  retired  from  the  Senate  on  Dec. 
31,  after  serving  a  single  six-year  term.) 

Following  a  period  of  prayer,  meditation  and  re- 
flection, Sen.  Hughes  plans  to  begin  working  as  a 
layman  with  the  International  Christian  Leader- 
ship and  Fellowship  Foundation,  an  independent, 
interdenominational  organization  based  here  whose 
chief  function  is  working  behind  the  scenes  pro- 
moting prayer  breakfasts  in  this  country  and 
abroad. 


CATHOLICS  AND  PROTESTANTS 
JOIN  IN  A  PEACE  MARCH 

BELFAST  (EP) — ^In  an  extraordinary  display 
of  sectarian  unity,  between  10,000  and  12,000  Prot- 
estants and  Roman  Catholics — ^men,  women,  and 
children — marched  to  Belfast's  city  hall  on  Jan. 
19  in  an  interdenominational  demonstration  for 
peace. 

Braving  a  cold  rain  under  a  sea  of  umbrellas, 
the  demonstrators  prayed  and  sang  hymns  togeth- 
er, under  the  leadership  of  Protestant  and  Catholic 
clergymen. 

The  peace  march  was  organized  by  the  AngUcan, 
Presbyterian,  Methodist,  and  Catholic  Churches 
of  Ireland. 

Another  crowd  of  about  15,000  staged  a  march 
and  prayer  service  for  peace  simultaneously  in 
Dublin,  the  Irish  capital. 

The  marchers  included  members  of  Parliament 
from  Ireland's  three  major  political  parties,  among 
them  the  Foreign  Minister  Garrett  Fitzgerald,  and 
the  Minister  of  Posts  and  Telegraph,  Conor  Cruise 
O'Brien. 

56%  OF  AMERICANS  SAY  RELIGION 
IS  LOSING  INFLUENCE  ON  SOCIETY 

PRINCETON,  N.J.  (EP)— While  still  a  majority, 
the  number  of  Americans  who  believe  religion  is 
losing  its  influence  on  society  dropped  appreciably 
between  1970  and  1974,  the  GaUup  PoU  reported 
here. 

Fifty-sLx  per  cent  of  1,517  adults  surveyed  by 
Gallup  last  December  said  they  think  religion 
is  becoming  weaker — ^as  compared  to  75  per  cent 
Who  held  that  view  in  1970. 

In  the  new  poll,  31  per  cent  thought  religion  is 
gaining  ground — in  1970,  only  14  per  cent  in  1970 
said  religion's  influence  was  growing. 

Gallup  also  found  Bible  reading  up  slightly, 
from  61  per  cent  who  read  the  Scripture  weekly 
in  1970  to  63  per  cent  in  1974. 

The  Gallup  survey  was  conducted  in  300  U.S. 
localities.  A  significant  increase  was  found  in  the 
number  of  young  adults  who  believe  religion's 
influence  is  gaining. 

In  1970,  14  per  cent  of  the  young  adults  ques- 
tioned felt  religion  was  becoming  stronger.  The 
figure  rose  to  37  per  cent  in  late  1974. 

Gallup  said  that  1957  was  the  peak  year  of 
beUef  that  reUgion's  strength  is  growing.  That 
was  also  a  time  of  strong  church  and  synagogue 
attendance — 49  per  cent  in  a  typical  week. 

SURVEY  OF  U.S.  COLLEGE  FRESHMEN 
INDICATES  A  CONSERVATIVE  TREND 

LOS  ANGELES  (EP)— An  American  Council  on 
Education  study  reveals  that  the  coUege  freshman 
class  of  1974-75  is  more  conservative  and  decidedly 
different  that  student  bodies  of  the  recent  past. 

The  survey's  director,  Alexander  W.  Astin,  said 
one  of  the  most  surprising  changes  was  the  drop 
in  the  students  favoring  the  legislation  of  mari- 
juana— from  48.2  per  cent  in  1973  to  46.7  per  cent 
last  year.  This  was  a  reversal  of  a  six-year  "lib- 
eralizing" trend. 

The  survey  by  the  Council,  a  private  coordin- 
ating association  for  higher  education,  was  based 
on  responses  of  19,000  freshmen  at  364  colleges 
and  universities. 
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POPULATION  OF  U.S.  ROSE 
BY  1,600,000  DURING  '74 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)— The  U.S.  popula- 
tion showed  a  net  gain  estimated  at  1.6  million 
during  1974,  equal  to  the  1972  rise,  and  a  bit  more 
than  the  1.5  million  net  gain  of  1973,  according 
to  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

The  rate  of  gain  during  1974  was  0.7  per  cent, 
the  same  reported  in  1973.  From  1947  to  1961,  the 
annual  rate  of  population  gain  ranged  from  1.6 
to  1.8  per  cent. 

BILLY   GRAHAM   FEARS 
LATENESS,   WAR   POSSIBILITY 

FORT  WORTH  (EP) ^Repeatedly  stressing  that 
it  was  "late,"  famed  evangelist  Billy  Graham 
warned  here  that  war  in  the  Middle  East  is  "very, 
very  close"  and  it  "is  a  time  for  prayer." 

The  evangelist  said  that  if  there  is  another 
Middle  East  war,  "it  will  be  an  economic  war 
fought  over  oil." 

He  replied  to  questions  at  a  press  conference  in 
which  he  pointed  out  that  "nobody  knows"  whether 
Western  civilization  "is  going  to  lie  down  and  be 
strangled." 

He  would  like  to  see  1975  as  a  year  for  prayer, 
Dr.  Graham  continued.  There  should  be  prayer 
to  God  that  He  wiU  give  the  world  leaders  patience 
and  a  solution  to  problems. 

Warning  that  unless  man  returns  to  God  and 
Gk>d  intervenes,  "we  could  be  standing  very  close 
to  Armageddon  because  many  nations  today  are 
developing  the  atomic  bomb." 

He  said  "God  has  not  let  go  of  this  world,  but 
it's  late.  'Mighty  late."  There  could  also  be  a  re- 
ligious revival.  Dr.  Graham  asserted,  but  "it's 
real  late." 

101-YEAR-OLD   PASTOR  STAYS  ON 

KANSAS  CITY,  Kan.  (EP)— The  Rev.  James  E. 
Newman  has  celebrated  his  101st  birthday  as 
pastor  of  St.  Peter's  Baptist  Church  here. 

"I'll  stay  as  long  as  I  am  able,"  he  said. 

"I  feel  just  the  same  as  I  did  When  I  was  25," 
he  told  weU  wishers  at  a  reception  at  the  Grant 
Chapel  A.M.E.  Church.  "I  just  thank  God  for  the 
privilege  of  being  here  this  long. 

He  has  served  St.  Peters  for  about  40  years. 


CHANGE  SITE  OF  CHURCH  GROWTH 
CONVENTION   FROM   JERUSALEM 
TO  CALIFORNIA 

GARDEN  GROVE,  Calif.  (EP)— Unsettled  con- 
ditions in  the  Middle  East  and  escalating  costs  of 
Lnternational  travel  have  caused  the  sponsors  oi 
the  First  Convocation  on  Church  Growth  to  move 
the  site  from  Jerusalem  to  the  Garden  Grove 
Community  Church  in  California. 

Dr.  Robert  H.  Schuller,  founder  and  senior  min- 
ister of  the  7,000-member  church,  announced  the 
change. 

"The  decision  to  change  the  site  was  taken  re- 
luctantly because  we  chose  Jerusalem  in  keeping 
with  Jesus'  challenge  to  'build  my  church,'  "  Dr. 
Schuller  explained.  "In  the  light  of  economic  con- 
ditions and  the  need  to  assure  the  security  of  ouir 
participants,  we  felt  the  meeting  had  to  toe  moved 
to  the  United  States." 


The  Convocation  wiU  be  held  from  Feb.  19  to  22, 
1975,  on  the  22-acre  campus  of  the  church  where 
four  times  each  year  hundreds  of  ministers  and 
laymen  attend  the  Institute  for  Successful  Church 
Leadership. 

NOTED  ARTIST  RICHARD  HOOK 
DIES  AT  62 

BOOTH  BAY,  Maine  (EP)— A  man  generally 
acknowledged  to  be  the  successor  of  Warner 
SaUman  in  his  paintings  of  Jesus  Christ,  has  died 
at  his  home  here.  Richard  Hook  was  62. 

"He  abandoned  the  long  flowing  robes  and  silken 
hair  in  favor  of  a  ruggedness  that  made  his  paint- 
ings truly  distinctive,"  observed  C.  Charles  Van 
Ness,  editorial  director  of  the  David  C.  Cook  Co. 
which  used  Hooks'  art  extensively. 

Hook,  who  once  drew  for  the  Saturday  Evening 
Post,  Colliers,  and  the  N.  W.  Ayer  Advertising 
Agency  following  his  graduation  from  the  Phil- 
adelphia Museum  School  of  Art,  entered  the  field 
of  religious  art  16  years  ago. 

His  wife  and  collaborator,  Frances  Hook,  showed 
his  art  to  Concordia  Publishing  Co.  in  1958  and 
received  an  assignment.  Since  then  Richard  has 
painted  for  Tyndale  House,  Standard  Publishing, 
the  Southern  Baptists  and  the  British  PubUshing 
Co.  of  London,  England. 

He  was  buried  following  memorial  services  at 
St.   Phillips  Episcopal  Church,  Wiscasset,  Maine. 


CLERGY  CAREER  COUNSELING 
SEEN  AS  DIFFERENT  NOW 

SEATTLE  (EP)— Ministers  who  seek  career 
guidance  are  asking  "a  totally  different"  question 
now  than  they  did  10  years  ago,  according  to 
the  Rev.  William  F.  Kopelke,  Jr. 

The  United  Methodist  minister  and  retired  Air 
Force  chaplain  is  new  on  the  staff  of  the  Pastoral 
Institute  of  Washington  as  career  development 
director-counselor. 

A  decade  or  so  ago,  "when  the  whole  profession- 
al clergy  was  in  such  an  uproar,"  ministers,  priests 
and  rabbis  were  asking  for  help  in  leaving  the 
ministry  and  finding  new  careers,  Mr.  Kopelke 
said.  Now,  he  points  out,  they  want  to  know  how 
to  stay  in  the  ministry  and  maike  better  use  of 
time  and  talents. 

The  minister  said  he  counsels  most  often  the 
person  "who  is  at  a  point  in  his  life  where  he  is 
conscious  of  his  potentials  that  he's  not  using.  He 
has  reached  a  plateau." 

"A  lot  of  people  m  positions  of  leadership  in  the 
religious  community  are  not  ordained,"  Mr. 
Kopelke  said.  "We're  as  concerned  with  them  as 
we  are  the  specially  ordained  clergy  types." 


ALGERIAN  GOVERNMENT  ASKS 
CITIZENS'  PRAYERS  FOR  RAIN 

ALGIERS  (EP) — ^Severe  drought  has  caused 
the  Minister  of  Religion  of  Algeria  to  ask  his 
countrymen  to  pray  for  ram. 

Minister  Mouloud  Kassun  said  spring  crops  are 
apt  to  fail  unless  the  country  is  drenched  with 
rain  within  six  weeks. 

Algeria's  usual  heavy  rainfall  at  the  end  of  the 
year  did  not  occur. 
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NEW  ADDITIONS  TO  THE  RESOURCE  LIBRARY 


Folloiwing  are  22  new  items  recently  added  to  the  Resource  Library.  These  items 
will  be  revised  in  future  Supplements  to  the  Audio-Visual  Guide  as  new  additions 
warrant.  To  order:  write  or  call 

AUDIO-VISUAL  DEFT. 
Board  of  Christian  Education 
524  College  Avenue 
Ashland,  Ohio    44805 
(419)   289-2748 


Success  With  Youth  YOUTH  EDUCATION  SERVICE  Series   (5) 

A  discussion  by  Warren  Wiersbe  of  the  practical  meaning  behind  ten  important 
Scriptural  words.  Words  that  previously  may  have  been  difficult  to  understand  will 
now  come  aUve  in  your  Christian  experience,     (h,  a)     [1975] 

CS-B414        I.     A— INSPIRATION/n  TIM.  3:13-17;  II  PETER  1:16-21 
B— GRACE/EPHESIANS  2:1-10 

CS-B415       II.     A— FAITH/I  THESSALONIANS  3 

B— REGENERATION/I  PETER  1:22-25;  JOHN  3:1-16 

CS-B416     III.     A— JUSTIFICATION/ROMANS  5:1-5 

B— SANCTIFICATION/I  THESSALONIANS  5:23-24;   JOHN  17 

CS-B417     IV.     A— RECONCILIATION/II  COR.  5:17-21 

B— PROPITIATION/I  JOHN  2:1-2;  ROMANS  3:23-26 

CS-B418      V.     A— ADOPTION/EPHESIANS  1:5;  ROMANS  8:23 

B— INTERCESSION/ROMANS  8:26-28;   HEBREWS  4:14-16  & 
17:11-28 

CS-B419    HOW  TO  STUDY  THE  BIBLE— C-cassette,  man. 

An  interview  with  Pastor  Warren  Wierslbe  dealing  with  the  question, 
"How  can  I  study  the  Bible  so  I  get  something  out  of  it?"  (h,  a) 
[1975] 

Guidance  Associates  PARENTHOOD:  MYTHS  AND  REALITIES  Series  (2) 
This   two-part   series  examines   common  romantic  misconceptions  about  parental 
"instincts,"  responsibilities  and  rewards.  Emphasizes  respect  for  the  individuality 
of  parent  and  child;  discusses  child  development,  marital  life  and  family  interaction, 
healthy  parental  attitudes,     (jh,  h,  a)      [1975] 

FS-L336       I.     PART    I:     FROM  THE  CHILD'S  PERSPECTIVE— 73  frames,  color 
photos,  rec.  &  man;  8  min. 

FS-L337      II.     PART  II:     ADULT  PERSPECTIVES— 61  frames,  color  photos,  rec. 
&  man;  8  min. 
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CS-T442 

I. 

A — Session 

1 

B — Session 

2 

CS-T443 

II. 

A — Session 

3 

B — Session 

4 

CS-T444 

III. 

A — ^Session 

5 

B — Session 

6 

Guidance  Associates  THE  FUTURE  OF  THE  FAMILY  Series   (2) 
This  twoipart  series  examines  past  and  present  trends  in  family  living  and  projects 
them  into  the  future;  discusses  nuclear  and  extended  families,  cluster  and  communal 
living;   considers  forces  affecting  the  family;  w^omen's  liberation,  overpopulation, 
aspects  of  urban  &  suburban  life,     (jh,  h,  a)      [1975] 
FS-L338       I.     PART    I:     THE  FAMILY  AND  SOCIETY— 71  frames,  color  photos, 

rec.  &  man;  10  min. 
FS-L339      II.    PART  II:     NEW   DIRECTIONS— 67   frames,   color   photos,   rec.   & 

man;  10  min. 

Success  With  Youth  YOUTH  EDUCATION  SERVICE  Series   (6) 
This  12-session  training  course  for  Children's  Workers  is  designed  to  help  you  im- 
plement a  philosophy  of  -ministering  to  children  in  your  church.  It  incorporates  in- 
terviews wdth   people  actually  involved  in  youth  work   across   the  country,     (a) 
[1975] 

"I'M  HERE  ON  TIME,  WHERE'S  MY  POPSICLE?" 
WHAT  DO  YOU  MEAN,  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

IS  NOT  ENOUGH? 
"DID  I  DO  GOOD?" 

"NOTHING  WAS  DONE  AT  THE  LAST  MINUTE" 
SPONSORS  NEED  ENCOURAGEMENT  TOO 
"FIVE  OR  SIX  LIVES  IS  A  LOT  FOR  YOU 
TO  BE  INVOLVED  IN" 
CS-T445     IV.     A— Session    7     "WE  DON'T  TREAT  INDIVIDUALS— WE 

TREAT  FAMILIES" 
B— Session    8    COPYCATS  AND  FOLLOW  THE  LE-ADBR: 
GAMES  CHILDREN  PLAY 
ENJOY  .  .  .  ENJOY! 
TOOT  .  .  .  TOOT  .  .  .  TOOT  .  .  .  "DO  I  GET 

MY  AWARD?" 
WHIRLEYBIRDS  AND  JET  CADETS 
TROUP,   STRANDBERG,   MILLS   AND   ROSS  IS 
NOT  A  LAW  FIRM  or  LET'S  TALK  ABOUT 
CHILDREN'  MINISTRY 
[NOTE:     Additional  Workbooks  may  be  purchased:   1-3  copies   @ 
$1.25  each;  4-7  copies  $1.00  each;  8  or  more  copies  $.80  each] 

FS-T602    THE  PURPLE  TREE— 55  frames,  color  photos,  man.,  cass:  19  min. 

This  program  telHs  how  a  learning  center  was  designed  and  is  used 
throughout  the  week  in  St.  Petersburg,  Florida.  It  is  offered  by  the 
National  Teacher  Education  Project  as  one  example  of  an  approach 
to  open  education  in  the  churches,     (a)     [1974,  Brethren  House] 

CS-T603  LEARNING  CENTERS  MAKE  SENSE  (AND  HERE'S  VTOY)- C-60, 
leader's  guldesheet,  1  sample  response  worksheet 
This  program  consists  of  a  60  min.  recording  prepared  by  Pastor 
Phil  and  Jean  Lersch  and  Bonnie  Munson,  directors  of  Brethren 
House.  There  are  periodic  pauses  in  the  cassette  for  interaction 
among  those  listening  in  an  attempt  to  (1)  gain  an  overall  picture 
of  the  design  of  learning  centers,  (2)  understand  why  learning  cen- 
ters work,  and  (3)  answers  the  question,  '^How  could  we  use  learning 
centers  in  our  situation?'     (a)     [1974,  Brethren  House] 

Youth  SpeciaMties  A  THEOLOGICAL  BASE  FOR  THE  YOUTH  MINISTRY 

Series  (3) 
This  cassette  series  by  Earl  Pahner,  Pastor  of  First  Pres.  Church,  Berkeley,  CA, 
is  divided  into  three  parts:    (1)   Thedlogical  sound  doctrine  of  anthropology,    (2) 
Gospel,  and  (3)  Dynamic  and  Christian  world  views,  ibased  on  the  book  of  Romans. 
(a)     [1975] 

CS-T718       I.     PART  I 
CS-T719       11.     PART  H 
CS-T720    HI.     PART  IH 


CS-T446      V. 


CS-T447     VI. 


A — Session    9 
B — Session  10 


A — Session  11 
B — Session  12 
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1975  SUMMER  BIBLE  MINISTRIES  PROGRAM 


Clap  Your  Hands,  Jesus  Is  Lord — 1975  Summer 
Bible  Ministries  iProgram  Planner  by  Gospel 
Lig-ht. 
Tills  book  is  a  storehouse  of  igreat  ideas,  answers, 
'hints  and  helps  lor  every  summer  program 
whether  or  not  you  are  using  Gospel  Light  ma- 
terials. It  contains  information  and  helps  on  the 
regular  VBS  programs,  Backyard  Bible  Schools, 
Day  Camping,  Family  Camping,  and  the  Park 
or  Playground  Bible  Schools.  It  takes  you  step 
by  step  through  your  VBS  planning  from  choos- 
ing materials  to  follow-up  procedures.  Also  in- 
cluded is  an  individual  chapter  for  leaders  of  each 
age  level,  ten  praise  Worship  programs  and  wrap- 
ping up  helps.    Excellent. 


Summer  Ministries  Program  Materials 


Ministries  Program  for  evesry  age  in  either  the 

5  or  10  day  length. 
Nursery — "Jesus  Is  the  Son  of  God" 
Pre-Prunary — "God   Helps   You   Please  Him" 
Primary — "God  Cares  for  You" 
Junior — "God  Gives  Joy" 
Young  Teen — "BeUeve  It?  Live  It!" 
Young  People  and  Adult — Enriching  Elective 

studies 
The  Introductory  Kit  contains  samples  of  every- 
thing needed  for  either  the  5  day  or  the  10  day 
program:  (a)  Theme  Song  record  (b)  One  Teach- 
er's book  and  One  Pupil's  Kit  for  each  of  the ' 
above  age  levels,  ( c )  1975  VBS  Leader's  Handbook, 
(d)  Samples  of  VBS  Publicity  Aids,  (e)  Ordering 
information. 

These  kits  are  available  from  the  Brethren  Book- 
store in  Ashland  for  5-day  $7.95  and  10-day  $8.95. 


Gospel  Light 


1975  Summer  Theme — Clap  Your  Hands,  Jesus 
Is  Lord 

As  in  the  past,  CJospel  Light  has  a  complete 

Summer  Ministries  Program  for  every  age  in 

either  the  5-day  or  10-day  length. 
Prekindergarten — "The  Lord  Loves  Me" 
Kindergarten — "Traveling  With  Bible  Friends" 
Primary — "Jesus,  My  Savior  and  Friend" 
Middlers — "Great  Is  the  Lord" 
Juniors — "Jesus  Christ,  My  Guide  for  Life" 
Youth — "Christ  Is  for  Real" 
Adult — "This    Is    the    Ufe"    or    "Communication: 

Key  to  Your  Marriage"  or  "TeU  It  Like  It  Is" 
The  Complete  Review  Kit  contains  samples  of 
everything  needed  for  a  5  or  10  day  Summer  Min- 
istries Program:  (a)  Instructional,  promotional 
record  to  inspire  your  workers,  (b)  Summer  Bible 
Ministries  Program  Planner,  (c)  One  Teacher's 
and  One  Students'  book  for  each  of  the  above 
levels  (except  Adult  learning  pac's  must  be 
ordered  separately),  (d)  New  Creative  Activity 
Pac's  for  each  level,  (e)  Celebrate  Banner  sam- 
ple, (f)  Theme  materials,  (g)  Ordering  informa- 
tion. 

This  kit  is  available  from  the  Brethren  Bookstore 
in  Ashland  for  $8.95  (limit  one  per  church). 
Motivating  Filmstrip 

Gospel  Light  has  available  a  filmstrip  entitled 
Clap  Your  Hands,  Jesus  Is  Lord.  This  fUmstrip 
will  not  only  inform  you  about  Gospel  Light's  1975 
Summer  Ministries  Program  but  can  also  be  used 
to  promote  your  own  summer  program.  Sound 
is  available  on  either  record  or  cassette.  Free  use 
and  return.  Order  directly  from  Gospel  Light,  110 
West  Broadway,  Glendale,  CA  91204.  Please  Ust 
desired  showing  date  and  alternate  date  and  in- 
dicate sound  preferences. 


Scripture  Press 


1975  Summer  Theme — What's  the  Good  Word 

Scripture  Press  again  has  a  complete  Summer 


Standard  Publishing  Company 

1975  Summer  Theme — Jesus,  Touch  Me 

Standard  has   a   complete  Summer  Ministries 
Program  for  every  age  in  either  5  or  10  day 
length. 
10  All-Bible  Lessons 

1)  Complete  Surrender'^ — ^Personality — Matthew 

2)  Joyful  Giving* — Personality — Zacohaeus 

3)  Grateful  Praise* — ^PersonaUty — the  thankful 
leper 

4)  Top  Priority — Personality — ^Mary  of  Bethany 

5)  Active  Discipleship — ^Personality — ^Nicodemus 

6)  Right  Choices — ^Personality — Judas 

7)  Heralded   Faith — ^Personality — the  repentant 
thief 

8)  Willing  Service — ^Personality — Ananias 

9)  Enthusiastic  Response* — ^Personality — ^Lydia 

10)  Bold  Witness* — Personality — Stephen 
(*lessons  included  in  5-day  course) 

The  VBS  Introductory  Kit  contains  samples  of 
everything  needed  for  either  the  5  day  or  the  10 
day  proigram  for  the  following  age  levels:  Nursery, 
Beginner,  Primary,  Middler,  Junior,  and  Youth. 
It  contains:  (a)  Director's  Program  Guide,  (b) 
One  Teacher's  and  One  Pupil's  book  for  each  age 
level,  (c)  Primary,  Middler,  and  Junior  CJraft  Pac 
sample,  (d)  Songbook,  (e)  Samples  of  Publicity 
Aids,  (f)  Plarabook  and  Promotional  letter,  (g) 
Ordering  information. 

These  kits  are  available  from  the  Brethren  Book- 
store in  Ashland  for  5-day  $7.95  and  10-day  $8.95. 
Motivating  Full-Color  Filmstrip 
Standard  has  available  a  filmstrip.  He  Touched 
Me.  This  filmstrip  is  an  effective  way  to  promote 
your  own  summer  program.  It  will  inform  you 
about  the  all-new  1975  Standard  VBS  course.  It's 
free  for  your  use  when  returned  the  next  day 
or  remit  nominal  $4.50  oharge  :if  you  decide  to 
keep  it.  Order  directly  from  Standard  Publishing 
Company,  8121  Hamilton  Ave.,  Cincinnati,  OH 
45231.  Please  list  desired  showing  date  and  alter- 
nate dates. 
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MODERATOR'S  MESSAGE 

"Choice   of  Priorities' 


BY  VIRGIL  L  BARNHART 


!  We  should  be  aware  of  the  need  today  to  estab- 
lish the  "proper  priorities"  in  our  daily  lives. 
Many  persons  have  a  desire  to  build  inner 
j  strengths,  but  often  are  using  the  wrong  guide- 
lines to  accomplish  this  rating.  Often  I  am  told 
jthat  the  earthly  things  are  of  primary  impor- 
tance, while  others  emphasize  the  need  for  per- 
isonal  possessions  as  an  achievement. 

Salivation  lis  a  primary  concern  for  mankind. 
People  are  being  impressed  too  much  by  the 
emphasis  and  reliance  on  things.  Instead  we  need 
to  stress  the  important  value  of  the  individual. 
The  abundance  of  knowledge  and  the  vastness  of 
the  universe  imake  persons  seem  small  by 
comparison. 

However,  God  in  His  Psalms  presents  a  lofty 
concept  of  men.  "What  is  man,  that  thou  are 
mindful  of  Him?"  "And  the  son  of  man,  that  thou 
visitest  him?"  (Psahn  8:4).  Paul  also  bears  test- 
imony of  the  importance  of  people  in  Hebrews 
2:6,  a  duplication  of  Psalm  *8:4.  As  we  read  -the 
other  verses  of  Hebrews  (chapter  two)  we  see 
Jesus   presented   as   "The   Captain   of  salvation". 

Thdis  earth  is  just  a  tiny  speck  in  the  universe. 
When  we  think  of  how  many  people  there  are, 
and  how  big  the  universe  is,  what  difference 
do  you  make?  What  difference  do  I  make? 
What  difference  does  anybody  make?  We  have 
become  a  people  of  cities  and  this  tends  to  make 
us  small  and  Insignificant.  This  tendency  to  de- 
preciate i>eople  should  help  us  establish  a  "God- 
given  prioarity"  in  proclaiming  the  following  Bib- 
lical fact.  That  there  is  an  eternal  God  who  knows 
you,  loves  you,  and  wants  to  help  you.  This  makes 
it  real  and  personal,  you  are  a  person  of 
importance. 


A  census  taker  asked  a  lady  the  mmiber  of  her 
children.  She  answered,  "They  don't  have  num- 
bers, they  have  names".  God  knows  our  names. 
God  made  it  personal  when  He  sent  His  Son  to 
be  man's  Savior.  We  must  be  aware  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  Biblical  teaching  that  we  need 
spiritual  strength  to  properly  establish  the  priority 
of  salvation. 

Let's  make  sure  that  we  get  our  priorities 
straight  and  in  proper  relationship.  We  should 
not  expect  other  persons  to  be  to  us  wliat  only 
Jesus  Christ  himself  can  be.  When  we  find  that 
man's  salvation  is  high  on  our  Ust  of  priorities, 
we  experience  joy  and  companionship  in  the  Lord 
Jesus.  This  makes  it  a  wonderful  and  loving  event 
in  our  relationship  to  God's  redemptive  plan  for 
us  personally. 

How  do  you  choose  priorities?  What  are  your 
guidehnes?  Where  does  Church  growth  and 
Church  renewal  fit  on  your  list? 

Every  day  it  seems  that  there  are  many  tasks 
to  do  and  decisions  to  make.  What  method  or 
means  do  you  use  in  deciding  the  priority  of  these 
duties?  Where  do  you  place  the  opportunities  of 
service? 

So  much  depends  on  our  set  of  values  as  to 
What  takes  precedence.  Do  we  place  first  popu- 
larity, egotistical  pride,  wealth,  possessions  or 
relationships,  serving  others,  obedience  to  God  and 
truth,  seeking  for  salvation,  discipleship,  Spiritual 
guidance  for  the  Lord's  plan  for  our  hfe,  or 
others  ? 

It  would  be  appreciated  by  this  writer  to  hear 
from  you  concerning  your  "choice  of  priorities!" 
It  would  be  interesting  reading  to  have  your  com- 
ments relating  to  these  writings  and  questions.  I 
hope  I  hear  from  many  of  you  soon. 


I  WONDER 

Now  and  then  I  stop  to  ponder 
What,  in  me,  my  brothers  see. 
Could   it   be   my   conversations 
Stress  too  much  of  I  and  Me? 

Are  there  times  that  I  am  talking 
When  a  listener  I  should  be? 
Do  I  take  the  floor  and  keep  it, 
Babb'ling  almost  constantly? 

Teach  me,  Lord,  that  there  are  others 
Who've  a  voice  that  should  be  heard. 
"Silence"  oftentimes  "is  golden"; 
Better  than  the  spoken  word. 

Norman  McPherson 
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TEACHING  WHO  WE  ARE 


by  D.  Bruce  Lockerbie 


Everywhere  in  education  today  the  cry  is  the 
same — ^whether  one  reads  radical  social  reformers, 
curriculum  analysts,  or  professional  labor  activ- 
ists. That  cry  is  for  wholeness.  American  education 
is  compartmentalized  and  departmentalized  into 
pigeonholes  and  cubicles,  little  areas  of  knowledge 
cut  off  from  each  other  and  from  the  full  resources 
of  all  that  man  may  knoiw.  We  seem  to  have  no 
more  Francis  Bacons,  willing  to  declare  all  know- 
ledge to  be  man's  province.  Instead  we  have 
gpecialists  restricted  to  seeing  their  tiny  place  in 
the  universe  in  isolation  from  everyone  else,  in- 
sular and  insignificant. 

Some  years  ago,  when  he  was  then  president 
of  the  University  cxf  Chicago,  Robert  Maynard 
Hutchins  wrote: 

The  crucial  error  (in  education)  is  that  of 
holding  that  nothing  is  any  more  important 
than  anything  else;  so  the  course  of  study 
goes  to  pieces  because  there  is  nothing  to 
hold  it  together. 
And  Aldous  Huxley,  speaking  of  deficiencies  in 
education,  has  described  graduates  this  way: 

They  come  out  into  the  world,  highly  expert 
in    their    particular    job,    but    knowing    very 
little  about  anything  else  and  having  no  inte- 
grating principle  in  terms  of  which  they  can 
arrange  and  give  significance  to  such  know- 
ledge as  they  may  subsequently  acquire. 
"Nothing  to  hold  it  together"  .  .  .  "no  integrating 
principle"  ...  no  central  core  of  meaning  from 
which  ideas  may  radiate;  hence,  no  possibility  for 
wholeness,  for  integration.  For  integration  in  edu- 
cation is  possible  only  if  learning  is  bound  up  with 
the  life  principles  by  which  learners  are  taught 
to    measure    themselves    and    the    world    around 
them. 

I  speak  as  a  Christian  teacher,  but  there  is  cer- 
tainly nothing  uniquely  Christian  about  such  an 
observation.  The  inherent  relationship  between 
learning  and  life's  principles  undergirds  most 
ideologies,  as  is  currently  being  demonstrated  in 
the  Soviet  Union,  where  artists  like  Aleksandr 
Solzhenitsyn  and  others  'have  been  harassed  be- 
cause who  they  are  and  what  they  know  and  wish 
to  teU  does  not  conform  to  the  approved  set  of 
principles  by  which  the  state  is  governed. 


This  relationship  between  character  and  belief 
can  be  illustrated  by  the  story  told  of  an  American 
traveler's  first  experience  onboard  a  jetliner  in 
the  People's  Republic  of  China.  The  American 
noted  that  instead  of  saying,  "Coffee,  tea,  or 
martini?"  the  Chinese  stewardess  was  speaking 
to  herself,  reciting  (he  was  told)  the  sayings  of 
Chairman  Mao.  When  asked  why,  she  replied, 
"The  sayings  of  Chairman  Mao  keep  the  plane 
aloft." 

What  I'm  referring  to,  of  course,  we  recognize 
and  label  as  a  world-and-Ufe  view.  This  metaphor 
suggests  that  one  has  found  a  place  to  stand  and 
see  the  world.  Once  more  it  must  be  said  that 
there  is  nothing  uniquely  Christian  about  having 
a  world-and-life  view.  Faithful  adherents  to  every 
ideology  understand  that  the  position  they  take 
and  the  view  of  life  they  assume  alters  behavior 
and  informs  the  intellect. 

To  dramatize  the  metaphor,  the  Maoist  takes 
his  stand  in  the  mouth  of  a  cave  in  the  mountains 
of  Northeast  China,  at  the  end  of  the  Long  March. 
From  that  vantage  he  looks  out  and  sees  the 
glorious  potential  of  a  workers'  paradise.  The 
Marxist  stance  is,  perhaps,  more  abstractly  de- 
scribed, for  it  finds  itself  within  the  Whirling  vor- 
tex of  the  movement  from  thesis  to  antithesis  to 
synthesis.  From  within  this  dialectical  maelstrom 
the  Marxist  looks  out  to  see  the  proletarian  revo- 
lution and  the  State  supreme. 

What,  then,  is  the  Christian  world-and-life  view? 
Where  does  the  Christian  stand?  What  does  he 
see?  The  Christian  stands  at  the  foot  of  the  Cross 
and  at  the  door  of  the  Empty  Tomb.  The  Chris- 
tian looks  out  and  sees  mankind  Ln  his  fallen 
condition;  he  sees  that  God  the  Creator  was  in 
Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto  himself;  he  sees 
that  life  may  be  redeemed  and  a  new  relationship 
with  God  made  possible  through  the  power  of 
the  Resurrection.  AU  this  is  declared  succinctly 
in  St.  Paul's  letter  to  the  Colossians: 

He  rescued  us  from  the  domain  of  darkness 
and  (brought  us  away  into  the  kingdom  of  his 
dear  Son,  in  whom  our  release  is  secured  and 
our  sins  forgiven.  He  is  the  image  of  the  in- 
visible God;  his  is  the  primacy  over  all  created 
things.  In  him  everything  in  heaven  and  on 
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earth  was  created,  not  only  things  visible  but 
also  the  invisible  orders  of  thrones,  sovereign- 
ties, authorities,  and  powers:   the  whole  uni- 
verse has  been  created  through  him  and  for 
him.    And   he    exists   before   everything,    and 
all  things  are  held  together  in  him.  .  .  .  For 
in  him  the  complete  being  of  God,  by  God's 
own  choice,  came  to  dwell.  .  .  .  This  is  the  gos- 
pel  (New  English  Bible). 
Then   Paul   goes   on   to   declare   that  in   Christ 
"lie   hidden   all    God's   treasures   of   wisdom   and 
knowledge."  This  is  the  central  core  of  creative 
and  redemptive  truth   for  the  Christian,   and  he 
must   see  and  know  everything  else  in  relation- 
ship to  this  fact.  From  this  center  all  else  may 
flower  forth;  to  this  center  all  must  return.  The 
Christian   claim  is  all-encompassing,   unremitting 
in  its  absolutism.  It  announces,  as  Calvin  Seerveld 
says,  with  "scandalous  intolerance,"  that  only  by 
confessing  that  the  man  Jesus  is  also  the  Incar- 
nate Lord  of  the  Universe,   "the  complete  being 
of  God,"  CEin  one  begin  to  know  and  understand 
the  universe  in  which  we  dwell. 

The  Christian  claim  also  declares  that  when 
these  principles  of  beUef  m  a  created  cosmos  sub- 
missive to  the  Creating  Lord  are  energized,  char- 
acter is  altered,  behavior  is  affected,  and  the 
sentient  spirit  of  man  perceives  that  wholeness 
can  replace  fragmentation.  One  can  come  to  know 
that  Indeed  the  whole  is  greater  than  the  sum  of 
its  many  parts;  that  there  is  a  meaning  to  be 
found,  even  in  the  apparent  void.  In  short,  when 
one  comes  to  acknowledge  that  Jesus  is  Lord, 
faith  shapes  life  and  life,  in  turn,  derives  its 
essence  from  faith. 

What  makes  a  Christian  school  or  college  dif- 
ferent from  its  secular  counterpart  is  this  very 
reality,  a  world-and-llfe  view  that  gives  purpose 
to  a  community  of  scholars.  But  In  a  Christian 
institution  such  a  view  may  not  be  merely  one  of 
many  options  but  the  categorical  Imperative 
derived  from  the  authority  of  Scripture. 

Last  summer  my  wife  and  I  took  our  older 
son  on  a  tour  of  colleges,  from  the  Midwest  to 
the  East  coast.  In  Michigan  we  stood  on  the 
campus  of  a  liberal  arts  college  founded  m  the 
19th  century  by  one  of  the  strictest  Protestant 
denominations.  I  asked  the  college  representative 
about  spiritual  concerns  within  the  college  com- 
munity and  was  told  that  a  few  years  ago  chapel 
services  had  been  abandoned;  a  few  years  later, 
the  office  of  the  chaplain  had  been  abolished, 
along  with  courses  in  religion.  Then  he  must  have 
noted  the  dismay  in  my  face,  for  he  briglitened 
with  enthusiasm  when  he  told  me  that,  in  place 
of  what  had  been  discarded,  the  college  now 
offered  "the  Center  for  Constructive  Alternatives." 
I  asked  him,  "Alternatives  to  what?" 

The  Christian  school  and  college  offer  the  only 
choices  for  whole  persons:  the  fear  of  the  Lord 
as  the  beginning  of  wisdom  and  personal  redemp- 
tion through  Jesus  Christ.  The  Christian  teacher 
knows  that  the  only  alternative  to  wlsdo-m  is 
ignorance;   the  only  alternative  to  life  is  death. 

The  Christian  vocation  of  teaching  'belongs  to 
anyone  who  acknowledges  that  he  has  been  called 
by  God  for  a  purpose.  That  purpose  may  be  ful- 
filled within  or  without  the  framework  of  an  in- 


stitution professing  to  hold  a  Christian  view  of 
the  world  and  man's  place  in  it.  The  teacher  so 
committed  purposes  to  make  his  teaching  whole 
and  wholly  Christian.  This  means  teaching  that 
integrates  who  he  is  with  what  he  knows. 

The  Christian  world-and-llfe  view  shows  us  what 
we  were,  what  we  are,  and  what  me  may  become. 
According  to  St.  Paul,  we  were  estranged  from 
God,  his  enemies  in  heart  and  mind.  But  now, 
he  says, 

by   Christ's   death  in  his   body   of   flesh   and 

blood  God  has  reconciled  you  to  himself,  so 

that   he  may  present  you   before  himself  as 

dedicated  men,  without  blemish  and  innocent 

in  his  sight   (Colossians  1:22,  NEB). 

This  is  our  state  of  being  before  God — this  is 

who  we  are.  But  how  does  our  state  before  God 

affect  what  we  know  and  the  way  we  teach  what 

we  know?  How  are  learning  and  teaching  bound 

up  in  the  Christian  Ufe  principles  we  profess  to 

believe? 

A  Christian  theory  of  knowledge  begins  by  as- 
serting that  God  has  a  secret  he  wishes  to  share 
with  men.  That  secret,  Paul  tells  us,  has  been 
"kept  in  sOence  for  long  ages"  (Romans  1:26, 
NEB);  now  it  is  disclosed  in  the  Person  of  Jesus 
Christ.  The  secret,  in  fact,  is  Christ  himself  dwell- 
ing in  those  who  believe  and  bringing  with  lum 
"the  hope  of  a  glory  to  come"  (Colossians  1:27 
NEB). 

We  are  pointed  to  this  truth  throughout  Scrip- 
ture; most  imaginatively,  perhaps,  in  Job  28.  There 
the  poet  draws  his  analogy  from  the  act  of  mining 
for  precious  gems. 

Man  sets  his  hand  to  the  granite  rock  and 

lays  bare  the  roots  of  the  mountains;  he  cuts 

galleries    in    the   rocks,    and    gems   of    every 

kind  meet  his  eye    (Job  29:9-10,  NEB). 

But  WhUe  man  may  probe  the  darkest  depths  of 

earth  for  jewels,  he  cannot  by  himself  seek  out 

and  find  the  jewel  of  God's  hidden  wisdom.  Man 

has  no  idea  of  where  to  look. 

Instead,  wisdom  must  he  a  gift  of  God  granted 
through  godly  fear,  an  awe  wihich  Inculcates  itself 
through  the  very  force  of  Divine  will,  through 
the  illumination  of  Divine  Light,  through  the 
calling  forth  of  the  Divine  Word.  Only  thus  do 
we  come  to  know  what  is  most  needful  to  know, 
that  "the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  wisdom,  and  to  turn 
from  evil  is  understanding"  (Job.  28:28  NEB) ; 
only  after  we  have  been  humbled  to  yield  and 
listen,  to  take  off  our  shoes,  to  cry  out  "Woe  is 
me,"  to  ask  "Who  are  you.  Lord?" 

When  we  have  acknowledged  that  Jesus  is 
Lord,  we  rise  as  new  men,  possessors  of  God's 
secret,  initiates  into  the  mystery  of  the  Gospel. 
But  our  experience  does  not  end  with  revelation, 
which  could  lead  into  the  culde-sac  of  ascetic 
mysticism.  We  are  also  now  men  and  women 
with  a  mission,  a  vocation.  Revelation  leads  to 
proclamation :  "Go  and  tell  this  people."  The  sec- 
ret camnot  remain  locked  away  in  a  drawer. 

What  is  it  that  we  proclaim?  Only  as  much  as 

we  know,  and  what  we  know  is  who  we  once  were 

and  how  different  we  now  are  and  are  becorning. 

The  marvel  I  have  discovered  in  my  own  life  is 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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that  the  more  I  proclaim,  the  more  I  find  revealed 
to  me;  in  practical  classroom  terms,  as  a  teacher 
of  literature  and  composition,  the  more  I  teach, 
the  more  I  learn  and  the  greater  my  desire  to 
learn  more. 

I  speak  primarily,  but  not  exclusively,  of  my 
desire  to  learn  more  of  Christ  through  study  of 
the  Written  Word  and  experience  with  the  Living 
Word.  Yet  even  as  I  do  so,  I  am  also  compelled  to 
study  and  learn  more  about  men  and  the  nature 
of  the  universe — in  other  words,  to  study  art, 
politics,  physics,  or  any  area  of  human  knowledge 
— .because  all  these  belong  in  the  realm  where 
Christ  is  King. 

The  Christian  vocation  of  teaching  is  inex- 
tricably tied  to  the  faith  by  which  we  live.  The 
Person  of  Jesus  Christ,  incarnating  the  complete 
being  of  God,  is  at  the  center  of  our  Uves,  shap- 
ing who  we  are  and  what  we  know.  If  this  is  so, 
then  in  turn,  by  our  very  bodily  presence,  we 
ought  to  be  exemplifying — ^is  it  too  much  to  say 
incarnating? — the  Presence  of  Jesus  Christ.  This 


is  what  we  mean  when  we  say  that  the  integra- 
tion of  faith  and  learning  must  be  incarnate  in 
the  lives  of  those  who  believe  and  live  out  their 
beliefs  in  every  area  of  their  experience. 

For  this  same  reason  the  goal  of  wholeness  or 
integration  must  not  become  an  evangeUcal  cliche' 
reserved  to  scholars.  There  must  be  an  integration 
of  faith  with  every  vocation — the  selling  of  used  i 
cars,  the  making  of  political  decisions.  Indeed,  we 
must  call  for  the  integration  of  faith  and  living! 
This  will  bring  about  what  Elton  Trueblood  calls 
"the  penetration  of  total  life"  and  what  St.  Paul 
caUs  "compelUng  every  human  thought  to  sur- 
render in  obedience  to  Christ"  (2  Corinthians 
10:5,  NEB). 

I).  B)iice  Lockerbie  is  a  teacher  at  The 
Stony  Brook  School,  Stony  Brook,  N.Y.  His 
most  recent  book  is  THE  LIBERATING 
WORD:  ART  AND  THE  MYSTERY  OF 
THE  GOSPEL  (Eerdmans). 


THE  MASTER  HEALER 


The  man  sat  jusit  outside  the  gate, 

The  beautiful  gate  of  the  Temple. 

He  was  twisted  and  bent,  reclining — half  spent; 

This  horrible,  living  example 

Of  broken  and  needy  humanity. 

Reclining  there  for  the  world  to  see. 

As  Peter  and  John  thus  came  to  the  gate 

Of  the  Temple  for  afternoon  prayer. 

With  his  mournful  cry,  the  man  bid  them  wait 

And  put  just  a  coin  in  the  alms-box  there. 

He  must  have  been  startled  when  Peter  said, 

"No  money  have  we,  but  we  give  you  instead 

Something  far  better  than  money  for  bread. 

It's  the  Touch  of  the  Master  Healer,  you  see, 

In  the  name  of  Jesus,  rise  up  and  be  free." 

And  with  Peter's  hand  he  was  led. 

He  was  now  free  to  leap  and  to  walk  and  to  shout, 

His  praises  were  loud  and  sincere 

To  the  Lord  who  brought  this  salvation  about 

Through  His  servants  who  were  standing  there. 

Something  far  better  than  silver  or  gold? 

"Something  far  better,  Indeed!"  he  was  told. 

Since  the  hand  of  the  Master  Healer  touched  me 

He  bids  me  walk,  that  the  world  may  see; 

So  now  I  too  can  sing  and  shout 

And  tell  the  world  what  it's  all  about. 

Far  better  than  silver  or  gold  to  me 

Is  the  touch  of  the  Master  that  set  me  free. 

Delia  Davis 
Sarasota,  Florida 


February  22,  1975 


Page  Twenty-nine 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH' 

by  Dr,  Albert  T.  Ronk 


Price:  $6.95  plus  35e  mailing  and  handling 

(32c  sales  tax  if  you  are  a  resident  of  Ohio) 

EVERY  BRETHREN  FAMILY  SHOULD  HAVE  A  COPY! 


order    f 


r  o  m 


THE  BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 

524  College  Avenue 
Ashland,   Ohio     44805 


Page  Thirty 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


CHEEP  ADVICE 


'*j^ 


The  measure  of  a  real  character  is  what  he  would  i 
do  if  he  knew  he  never  would  be  found  out. 


A  child  brought  up  in  Sunday  School  is  seldom  i 
brought  up  in  court. 


Going  to  outer  space — Instructions  free. 

A  pearl  was  originally  an  irritating  pain  in  the 
stomach  of  an  oyster.  We  can't  send  you  to  the  moon.  We'll  tell  you 

how  to  go  to  heaven. 
Instant  relief  from  your  worries — get  right  with 
God. 

Break  the  hate  habit — Love  your  neighbor. 
Faultfinding  is  the  worst  of  professions  and  the 
least  in  rewards. 

Reading  the  fine  print  in  a  contract  may  give  i 
Much   kneeling   will   keep  you   in   good   standing      you  an  education,  not  reading  it  can  turn  out  to 
with  God.  be  an  experience. 


LAFF-A-LinLE 


PupU:  "Teacher,  can  one  be  punished  for  some- 
thing he  has  not  done?" 

Teacher:  "Why,  of  course  not,  why  do  you 
ask?" 

Pupil:  "Because  I  didn't  do  my  homework  last 
night." 


A  Sunday  School  teacher  was  relating  the  story 
about  Lot  being  told  to  take  his  wife  and  flee  out 
of  the  city.  She  went  on  to  relate  how  Lot's  wife 
looked  back  and  was  turned  into  a  pillar  of  salt. 
One  little  girl  raised  her  hand  to  ask  a  question: 
"Teacher,  what  happened  to  his  flea?" 


Sunday -School   Teacher: 
who  Noah's  wife  was?" 
Pupil  in  the  back  row: 


"Can   anyone  tell  me 


"Yes,  Joan  of  Arc." 


The  following  ad  appeared  in  a  small-tovim 
paper:  The  man  who  picked  up  my  wallet  on 
Main  Street  was  recognized.  He  is  requested  to 
return  it. 

The  next  day  this  reply  was  published:  The 
recognized  man  who  picked  up  your  wallet  re- 
quests the  loser  to  call  for  it. 


A  panhandler  asked  a  passerby  for  a  dime.  The 
man  said  he  didn't  have  a  dime  but  would  gladly 
buy  his  breakfast.  '*Buddy,"  the  panhandler  said, 
"I've  already  had  three  breakfasts.  All  I  want  is 
a  dime." 
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GUILT  IS  FOR  THE  BIRDS 

by  Dan  Brenner 

If  you  belong  to  the  Worryus  Wartus  Family, 
,  like  our  flimsily  feathered  friend  the  Warbler, 
there  is  at  least  one  thing  you  don't  have  to  worry 
about — ^being  alone.  Guilt  and  anxiety  are  the  two 
most  common  burdens  hanging  on  to  the  necks  of 
people  from  all  nests  of  life.  The  weight  is  so 
heavy,  in  fact,  that  mankind  has  never  been  able 
to  take  flight  from  it.  In  our  attempts  to  fly  we 
usually  at  best  only  flutter  into  each  other.  The 
balls  and  chains  holding  us  down  twists  our  paths 
as  well. 

Weighted  down  warblers  need  help.  Until  our 
guilt  is  lifted,  we  are  powerless  to  operate  the 
wings  God  gave  us.  Who  or  what  then  can  remove 
the  weight  that  shackles  us? 

Consider  those  words  from  the  Man  who  claimed 
to  be  God:  "Come  to  Me,  all  w^ho  are  weary  and 
heavy-laden,  and  I  wiU  give  you  rest.  Take  my 
yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  from  Me,  for  I  am  gentle 
and  humble  in  heart;  and  you  shall  find  rest  for 
your  souls.  For  my  yoke  is  easy,  and  my  load  is 
Ught." 

Jesus  Christ  bore  the  weight  for  all  of  us  in 
His  death.  By  accepting  our  burden  of  guilt  He 
gave  us  freedom  by  rising  to  Uf e  after  dying  under 
the  weight.  And  He  asks  us  to  join  Him  in  that 
Ufe  by  coming  to  Him  and  giving  Him  the  guilt 
whi(?h  we  cannot  break  free  from,  by  O'Urselves. 
"Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given  to  you,"  He  said.  "For 
everyone  who  asks  receives." 

And  so,  members  of  the  Worryrus  Wartus  Fam- 
ily, give  away  your  ball  and  chain  to  the  One  who 
has  already  died  for  them.  His  yoke  is  easy  and 
His  load  is  light,  and  through  Him  your  call  can 
be:  "I  have  freedom — ^wiith  joy — ^with  joy!" 
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WOODSY  OWL,,  the  anti-poUution  spokesbird  for 
the  U.S.  Forest  Service  says: 

Organic  materiails  (like  cooking  fat)  clog  plumb- 
ing and  septic  tanks,  causing  sewage  overflow. 
Throw  them  out,  not  down  your  sink. 


The  ipagans  do  not  know  God,  and  love  only  the 
earth.  The  Jews  know  the  true  God,  and  love  only 
the  earth.  The  Christians  know  the  true  God,  and 
do  not  love  the  earth. 

Blcdse  Pascal 


PSC 


WOODSY  OWL  FOR 

NATURAL  BEAUTY! 

We  just  can't  depend  on  the  other  guy  to  keep  our 
outdoors  beautitul.  It's  up  to  each  and  every  one  of 
us  to  prevent  sight  pollution  and  to  mal<e  America  a 
l;etter  place  to  live.  For  ways  you  can  help,  send  for 
Woodsy  Owl's  anti-pollution  poster.  It's  yours  free 
when  you  write  Woodsy  Owl,  Forest  Service,  U.S.D  A  , 
Washington,  D  C  20250 

And  remember,  give  a  hoot,  don't  pollute. 
Don't  be  a  dirty  bird,  no  matter  where  you  go. 

I1C3 — 
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"Praise  Tlhe  Lord!"  for  a  religious  book- 
store that  shows  a  profit.  But  these  sales 
alone  are  not  sufficient  to  operate  the 
Brethren  PubldsMng  Company.  Much 
more  denominational  support  is  needed. 
Pennies  saved  amount  to  dollars  earned. 
If  the  Brethren  Puiblishinig  Company  can 
conserve  the  cash  flow  for  cash  payments 
on  purchases  for  material  and  supplies 
a  great  advantage  in  extra  discount  can 
be  had  and  the  dollars  saved  in  this  man- 
ner may  be  used  to  further  the  work  of 
the  Kingdom  by  your  Brethren  Publishing 
Connpany. 
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AM   I   MY   BROTHER'S   KEEPER? 


by  Roger  Herman 


I  walked  into  the  funeral  home.  The  crowd  of 
friends  and  relatives  were  already  there.  Ruth, 
Who  had  lost  her  ibrother,  hurried  across  the  room 
to  greet  me.  "Oh  I'm  so  glad  you  came",  she  said, 
giving  me  a  hug  as  a  sorrowing  woman  often 
will.  We  sat  down,  and  sorrowfully  she  shared  her 
igrief  w:ith  me. 

As  I  hstened,  I  held  her  hand  giving  her  support 
and  eomfort.  In  times  Hke  this  it  is  difficult  for 
me  to  know  what  to  say.  However,  our  presence 
often  means  more  than  the  words  we  speaJi,  and 
I  feel  it  was  so  this  night.  Before  leaving,  she  re- 
quested that  I  have  prayer  with  the  family.  I  oon- 
sented,  and  asked  God  to  give  them  His  strength 
and  comfort. 

As  I  drove  home,  I  rejoiced  in  spirit,  for  I  knew 
God  had  used  me  to  minister  His  comfort  to  her 
in  her  hour  of  need. 

Being  our  toother's  keeper  is  usually  expressed 
'better  iby  what  we  do,  than  by  what  we  say. 

Not  long  ago  one  of  my  fellow  students  took  a 
jdb  that  (required  him  to  move.  He  thiought  he 
could  get  several  feUows  to  help,  but  when  the 
hour  came,  he  had  no  one. 

My  iwife  and  1  both  had  other  things  that  needed 
to  'be  done,  but  we  felt  we  had  a  greater  respon- 
sibility to  our  toother  and  his  family.  My  wife 
kept  his  children,  and  fixed  a  meal  for  us  while 
I  helped  him  load  the  truck.  They  were  thankful, 
but  the  tolessiing  was  ours,  for  we  had  seen  a 
brother  in  need  and  had  given  of  ouarselves  to  help 
meet  'his  need. 

I  feel  it  is  imipossible  to  Ibe  my  toother's  keeper. 
Without  putting  love  mto  action.  Love  always  costs 
something.  To  love  our  neigthbor  as  ouxse'lves,  is  to 
do  for  him,  what  we  would  want  done  for  us,  if 
we  were  in  the  same  situation.  This  always  re- 
quires something  of  us.  It  is  impossible  to  be  our 
toother's  keeper  without  it  costing  us  either  time, 
money,  or  both.  Love  is  the  opposite  of  greed, 
it  is  the  opposite  of  selfishness.  That  is  why  we 
see  so  Mttle  love  being  expressed  today.  It  'Often 
costs  more  than  we  are  wiiUing  to  'pay.  I  feel  this 
reflects  our  commitment.  Little  love  indicates  Uttle 
commitment  to  God. 

Jesus  said  it  this  way,  "By  this  shall  all  men 
know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love 
one  to  another".  We  could  say  the  opposite  is  also 
true.  If  we  lack  love  one  for  another  the  world 
will  know  that  we  are  phony  discdples. 


I  have  come  to  realize  that  every  time  we  see 
a  brother  with  a  need,  we  make  a  decision.  Either 
we,  like  the  Good  Samaritan,  oho'ose  to  ido  what 
we  can  to  meet  the  need,  or  like  the  priest  and 
the  Levite,  we  choose  to  avoid  the  need.  We,  hke 
them,  can  choose  to  go  by  on  the  other  side,  and 
ignore  the  need  as  if  it  didn't  exist.  After  aU,  may- 
be the  priest  and  Levite  were  on  their  way  to 
Church,  and  didn't  want  to  be  late.  Aren't  our 
excuses  often  equally  as  poor? 

Jesus  in  Matt.  25:31-46,  said  it  very  well.  To  the 
righteous  he  said,  "Come,  ye  iblessed  of  My  Father, 
inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world:  For  I  was  an  hungred, 
and  ye  gave  Me  meat:  I  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave 
Me  drink:  I  was  a  stranger,  and  ye  too'k  Me  in: 
Naked,  and  ye  clothed  Me:  I  was  in  prison,  and 
ye  came  unto  Me  .  .  .  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done 
it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  My  toethren,  ye 
have  done  it  unto  Me".  To  the  others  He  said, 
"Depart  from  Me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire, 
prepared  for  the  devU  and  his  angels:  For  I  was 
an  hungred,  and  ye  gave  Me  no  meat:  I  was 
thirsty,  and  ye  gave  Me  no  drink:  I  was  a  stranger, 
and  ye  took  Me  not  in:  Naked,  and  ye  clothed  Me 
not:  sick,  and  in  prison,  and  ye  visited  Me  not  .  .  . 
Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  to  O'ne  of  the  least  of 
these,  ye  did  it  not  to  Me". 

Are  you  your  toother's  keeper? 


Roger  Herman  resided  in  the  Wooster, 
Ohio  area  and  attended  Northwestern  High 
School.  He  was  a  student  of  Malone  College 
In  Canton,  Ohio  and  graduated  with  a  B.A. 
degree  in  1969.  He  attended  Asbury  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  Wilmore,  Kentucky  for 
one  and  a  half  years  and  is  presently  study- 
ing for  his  Master  of  Divinity  Degree  from 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 

He  and  his  wife  Nancy,  who  is  a  registered 
)vurse  are  the  parents  of  three  children  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  are  contemplating 
entering  missionary  service  upon  completion 
of  his  studies  at  the  Seminary. 
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NOW  IS  YOUR  TIME! 


by  Larry  Bolingen 


Rev.  Larrij  Bolinger  is  the  pastor  of  the 
SmithvUle  Biethren  Chxirch,  having  served 
this  church  since  late  1973.  Previously  the 
Bolingers  lived  in  Nigeria,  serving  as  Breth- 
ren missionaries  in  that  country  for  more 
than  six  years.  During  their  last  term  of 
service  ivith  the  Higi  people.  Reverend 
Bolinger  instituted  the  Lit-Lit  program  of 
literacy  traiyiing  and  literature  production 
mhich  is  presently  being  carried  forivard 
by  Higi  pastor,  John  Guli. 


While  listening  to  a  cassette  tape  entitled,  "The 
Sunrise  of  Missions,"  available  through  the  Mis- 
sionary Board  in  Ashland,  the  speaker  talked  of 
the  feeling  of  pessimism  tiaat  many  in  the  church 
voice  today.  They  say  that  many  missionary  meth- 
ods are  outdated  and  ineffective.  Many  mission 
efforts  are  showing  little  or  no  gain  and  so  leaders 
are  saying  we  must  place  more  emphasis  on  mis- 
sions within  our  own  land.  The  speaker  said  that 
there  are  some  groups  that  have  proven  very 
effective  and  that  they  must  be  supported.  They 
are  the  working  edge  in  mission. 

It  is  important  for  us  to  support  missions  and 
especially  those  who  are  innovating  and  succeed- 
ing. Those  are  the  ones  who  should  be  given  the 
opportunity  to  represent  Christ  to  a  needy  world. 

Things  are  happening!  I  have  seen  with  my  own 
eyes  the  vast  growth  of  the  body  of  Christ  in  an 
isolated  spot  in  the  continent  of  Africa.  The  pessi- 
mists are  wrong!   Now  is  not  the  time  to  with- 


draw our  support  from  missions  and  concentrate 
on  our  local  church.  Now  is  the  time  to  find  new 
ways  to  support  more  fuUy  those  mission  boards 
which  have  proven  successful  in  reaching  people 
for  Christ. 

As  a  pastor  in  a  local  church,  I  as  well  as  each 
one  of  us  must  capture  the  Vision  of  the  open 
fields.  Now  is  a  time  when  the  world  is  turning 
its  ear  to  a  message  of  compassion  and  hope.  The 
message  must  reach  responsive  ears! 

For  years,  we  as  a  body  have  almost  been 
ashamed  of  the  fact  that  we  were  Brethren.  We 
have  made  excuses  for  being  small  in  size  as 
denominations  go.  Let's  get  rid  of  those  gloomy 
thoughts!  We  have  been  richly  blessed  with  a 
board  and  mission  leaders  who  have  possessed  a 
vision  of  the  whited  fields  and  they  have  pressed 
forward  in  faith.  Many  of  the  programs  which 
the  Missionary  Board  has  originated  were  15-25 
years  ahead  of  larger  denominations  and  boards. 
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Look  at  the  reports  and  see  for  yourself  the 
growth  of  the  outreach  of  Brethren  efforts  in 
world  imissions.  It  is  phenoimenal!  It's  nothdng 
short  of  a  miracle.  God  is  a  rewarder  of  faith! 
God  has  blessed  these  honest  efforts  at  innovation 
beyond  our  fondest  dreams. 

Now  is  your  time  to  respond  to  Christ's  call  to 
evangeUze!  Show  that  you  want  to  be  a  part  of 
reaching  people  for  CJhrist  and  helping  them  grow 
in  Him!  As  an  indiividual  give,  then  siiare  your 
ideas  and  vision  with  others  in  your  church.  Work 
to  convince  others  that  your  local  church  should 
find  better  ways  to  say  to  the  Missionary  Board, 
"You've  done  the  job  well". 


New  missionaries  are  in  training,  new  minis- 
tries are  started,  workers  in  their  own  lands  are 
being  trained  and  encouraged  to  reach  for  Christ. 
Is  not  this  what  Jesus  Christ  commanded?  Don't 
be  caught  wondering  what  might  be  done  today! 
Don't  feel  that  your  few  dollars  are  unimportant. 
God  is  a  miracle  worker!  He  uses  even  the  small 
things  to  complete  His  kingdom.  Give  what  you 
can  right  now  and  ask  God  to  open  to  you  even 
greater  ways  for  you  to  support  Christ's  work 
through  your  church.  God  wDl  bless  every  effort! 

Others  have  started,  but  your  capabilities  and 
support  are  needed.  Now  is  your  time — reach  out 
with  Christ  through  the  Brethren  Church! 


1975  GOAL 
$275,000 
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HALF-WAY  POINT 


by  Reverend  William  Walk 


1 


Recent  pastor  of  the  Gratis  Brethren 
Church,  William  Walk  and  his  wife,,  Sharon, 
began  their  missionary  candidate  training 
on  September  25,  197 h  at  MISSIONARY 
INTERNSHIP  in  Michigan.  They  will  re- 
main there  /??  traijiing  for  a  total  of  nine 
months  and  will  then  attend  language  school 
in  preparation  for  a  Latin  America  mission 
assignment. 


Along  with  the  passing  of  January,  came  the 
passing  of  the  half-way  point  in  our  term  at 
Missionary  Internship.  We  would  like  to  share 
with  you  a  little  of  what  has  been  happening  and 
to  let  you  know  a  Uttle  more  of  what  Missionary 
Internship  is  all  about. 

We  are  at  Missionary  Intership  one  week  a 
month  for  the  candidate  training.  The  week  is 
composed  of  seminars,  workshops,  study-time,  fel- 
lowship and  fieldtrips,  with  each  week  having  a 
central  theme.  Here  are  some  of  the  themes  we 
have  discussed  so  far,  with  a  brief  capsule  about 
each. 

1.  INTERPERSONAL  COMMUNICATIONS  — 
working  on  the  acceptance  oi  oneself,  his  values 
and  behaviors,  and  building  trust  relationships 
with  other  people.  In  building  trust  relationships, 
we  learned  the  need  to  be  aware  that  people  are 
not  necessarily  wrong,  just  different.  Our  field 
trip  was  to  the  Orchard  Ridge  Campus  of  Oak- 
land Community  Coillege  to  try  to  talk  with  the 
students  there  to  see  if  a  trust  relationship  could 
be  built  and  what  may  prevent  it  from  happening. 


2.  FOUNDATIONS    IN    RELATIONSHIPS    — 

working  more  on  understanding  ourselves,  think- 
ing positively  about  ourselves,  our  accomplish- 
ments, both  as  we  see  them,  and  as  others  see 
them.  In  looking  at  our  positive  accomplisJiments 
we  discovered  strengths,  abilities  and  gifts  we 
possess  which  are  often  overlooked  when  we  spend 
time  looking  at  our  failures.  In  order  to  develop 
a  foundation  for  relationships  and  accept  people 
where  they  are,  we  need  to  accept  ourselves. 

3.  SKILLS  FOR  EFFECTIVE  SERVICE— Tak- 
ing the  concepts  of  leadership,  discipleship  and 
planning,  along  with  the  skills  of  group  dynamics, 
Home  Bible  Studies  and  effective  use  of  time,  the 
week  centered  on  effecting  change  in  ourselves 
and  others.  Change  need  not  be  feared  bcause  God 
does  not  change  (Mai.  3:6)  and  because  I  belong 
to  Him  I  am  free  to  change  without  fear.  One 
important  session  was  on  setting  specific  goals, 
and  establishing  objectives  to  reach  those  goals. 

4.  ISSUES  IN  CROSS-CULTURAL  COMMUN- 
ICATIONS— ^After  establishing  a  Christian  view 
of  man  and  using  this  as  a  basis,  we  looked  at 
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areas  of  potential  conflict  between  i>eople  with 
differences.  Differences,  values,  view  of  man  and 
how  to  handle  differences  all  can  lead  to  conflict. 
We  discussed  means  to  handle  this,  to  establish 
empathy  with  the  person,  in  order  to  move  from 
potential  conflict  and  work  through  that  conflict. 

As  you  can  see,  all  the  weeks  are  designed  to 
help  us  communicate  more  effectively  with  people 
of  different  cultural  backgrounds. 

The  staff  at  Missionary  Internship  has  a  varied 
background  of  experiences  to  share  with  us  and 
to  compliment  the  program.  They  have  served  in 
fields  such  as  Nigeria,  Jamaica,  Philippines,  Viet 
Nam,  Japan  and  South  Africa;  have  served  as 
leaders,  Bible  Teachers,  Bible  translators,  church 
planters,  etc.,;  and  are  teaching  us  not  only  from 
their  formal  educational  experience,  but  from 
actual  experiences. 

Our  time  at  the  church  is  spent  in  varied  rnin- 
istries.  Sharon  is  teaching  a  weekly  Bible  Study 
and  fills  in  on  the  piano  for  Sunday  School.  Bill 
assists  "with  the  morning  worship  services  and  has 
had  opportunity  to  preach,  works  with  the  youth 
groups,  visitation  and  lay  training.  We  are  at 
the  church  and  involved  every  Sunday  since  the 
training  sessions  at  Missionary  Internship  are 
from    Monday   'through    Friday.    Steven    is    busy 


attending  nursery  school  three  days  a  week,  tak- 
ing swimming  lessons,  loves  Sunday  School  and 
is  anxiously  awaiting  the  arrival  of  our  new  baby. 
The  people  of  the  church  have  been  so  good  and 
friendly  to  us  and  we  really  have  grown  to  love 
each  other. 

We  have  been  thrilled  to  read  in  The  Brethren 
Evangelist  of  the  church  growth  that  is  taking 
place  throughout  The  Brethren  Church,  and  are 
anticipating  more  of  it.  We  also  think  personal 
Christian  growth  is  a  part  of  this  and  have  been 
experiencing  this  through  our  training.  As  we 
enter  this  last  half  we  continue  to  soUcit  your 
prayers  for  us  for — 

— continued  health 

— open  minds  and  hearts  for  learning  and 
growing 

— a  continued  awareness  of  God's  guidance 
and  direction 

— acceptance  to  language  school  as 
God  directs. 
We  often  feel  quite  limited  in  what  we  can  do 
for  God  because  of  our  limitations  and  inadequa- 
cies and  I  guess  you  have  felt  the  same,  but  let  us 
turn  fro-m  our  own  limitations  to  the  God  who 
has  none  and  who  is  adequate  for  all  needs  and 
situations. 


A   REPORT   TO   THE   BRETHREN 


Greetings  to  you  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus  Christ. 

Time  really  fUes,  another  month  has  gone  quick- 
ly without  realizuiig.  We  have  been  working  in 
Island  Glades  for  2  months  now.  Many  a  times, 
we  are  disappointed  and  discouraged  when  there 
are  so  many  people  who  just  refused  to  hear  or 
even  receive  the  tracts.  So  far  no  one  has  come 
to  our  Sunday  morning  meeting  yet  though  those 
who  are  interested  had  promised  to  come.  It  seems 
so  hard  for  them  to  come.  They  make  all  sorts  of 
excuses  on  our  return  visits. 


Actually,  Chinese  people  always  accept  the  in- 
vitation to  visit  other  peoples'  homes,  in  fact, 
they  never  would  go.  The  funny  thing  is  the 
person  who  invites  doesn't  mean  it  seriously 
either.  Of  course  our  invitations  are  sincere. 

We  are  thinking  of  having  home  Bible  Studies 
at  their  ho-mes.  We  know  this  will  take  up  a  lot 
of  time,  but  this  seems  to  be  the  only  way  in 
order  to  keep  up  our  contacts. 

As  time  goes  by,  we  found  out  new  things  about 
the  Buddhists.  In  some  ways  they  are  following 
Christianity.  They  also  have  the  Sunday  School, 
believe  it  or  not  and  they  even  call  the  monk 
'priest'  and  'Reverend'!   The  Buddha  as  'Lord'! 

Chinese  New  Year  is  just  less  than  2  weeks 
away  (Feb.  11).  This  is  the  biggest  occasion  among 
the  Chinese  communities  which  has  been  handed 
down  from  generations  to  generations.  But  the 
Christians  do  not  regard  it  as  big  an  occasion  as 
the  Buddhists  and  idol  worshippers.  Every  family 
would  have  a  reunion  dinner  on  New  Year's  eve. 
They  would  bum  incense,  candles,  joss  sticks, 
offer  food  to  the  idol,  then  the  whole  family 
meimber  would  worship  the  ancestors,  heaven  and 
earth  and  all  the  household  tgods  before  taking  the 
meal.  There  are  a  lot  of  traditional  rituals  and 
customs  still  being  observed  among  the  Chinese 
in  Malaysia. 

May  God  bless  you. 

In  His  Service, 
David  &  Jenny  Loi 


i 
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LETTER  FROM  VIJAYA  KUMAR  IN  INDIA 


Dear  Br'ethren, 

Greetings  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ!  On  December  17,  197 U  at  5:00  P.M., 
I  was  received  by  Prasanth  and  all  my  fam- 
ily members  at  the  Vizag*  airport.  It  tvas  a 
joyful  occasion  to  see  them  all.  Praise  the 
Lord  and  thank  you  for  the  -prayers  for  my 
safe  return.  I  reached  Rajahmundry  by  car 
at  9:00  P.M.  of  the  same  day.  We  had  a  fam- 
ily dinner  for  all  of  our  family  members  for 
the  first  time  in  five  years. 

The  flight  from  Calcutta,  India  to  Vizag 
was  delayed  for  two  hours  at  Bhuvanesivar 
due  to  the  unpleasant  odor  from  airplane 
fumes.  It  ivas  very  pentrating  to  our  eyes 
and  we  had  to  get  out  of  the  plane  twice. 
As  a  whole,  my  return  trip  to  India  was  very 
lovely  with  only  one  unpleasant  incident  at 
Hong  Kong  where  my  camera  was  stolen; 
however,  I  am  thankful  it  had  insurance 
coverage. 

After  experiencing  unusually  heavy  snow- 
fall of  21"  on  December  ith  at  Ashland,  Ohio, 
I  now  have  been  feeling  quite  warm  here. 
India  is  in  its  winter  season  now;  however, 
the  sun  is  so  bright  and  I  have  been  having 
a  difficult  time  to  face  it.  I  have  been  re- 
adjusting to  the  hot  and  spicy  food  ivhich 
caused  stomach  disorder  a  couple  of  times. 

The  streets  of  Calcutta,  Rajahmundry, 
Vizag,  etc.  ivere  so  crotvded  with  people  and 
there  is  lots  of  dust  in  the  streets  which  pro- 
vokes my  coughing. 

Since  my  return  I  had  the  experience  of 
attending  the  anniial  conference  of  Evangel- 
ical Fellowship  of  India  at  Gauhati  (north- 
east of  Vizag),  going  with  Prasanth  by  train 
to  Calcutta.  Also,  I  participated  in  some  of 
the  Christmas  and  General  Convention  pro- 
grams of  the  Brethren  Mission  in  Rajah- 
mundry. I  baptized  some  people  at  the  Gen- 
eral Convention  and  gave  a  message  on 
"Salvation".  In  1975  I  plan  to  teach  half  of 
the  courses  of  the  Bible  Institute  at 
Rajahmundry. 

I  have  been  to  Vizag  a  couple  times  for 
surveying  the  area.  It  was  difficult  to  find 


K.  Vijaya  Kumar 


a  house  and  rents  are  very  high.  The  Lord 
opened  the  heart  of  a  Hindu  (Brahmin  caste) 
to  rent  his  hoiise  to  a  Chnstian.  There  are 
some  areas  ivhere  houses  cannot  be  rented 
by  Christians  due  to  the  caste  system  in 
India.  The  cost  of  living  has  soared  in  India, 
like  in  so  nutny  other  places  of  the  wo7id, 
and  presently  costs  more  to  live  here  than 
in  Rajahmundry. 

I  am  most  thankful  to  have  purchased  a 
new  automobile  without  any  blackmarket  in- 
volvement. It  is  7-egistered  in  the  name  of 
the  Brethren  Mission.  I  covered  380  miles 
just  to  get  the  car  and  register  it  and  figure 
that  I  have  already  traveled  4,000  miles  since 
December  18,  1974. 

Please  remember  me  in  your  prayers  for 
the  re-adjtistments  to  my  culture  and  the 
new  missionary  work  in  Visakhapatnam. 
I  miss  you  all. 

Sincerely  in  Christ, 
Reverend  K.  Vijaya  Kumar 
*  Vizag-short  expression  for  Visakhapatnam. 
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A  HOUSE  WITHIN  A  HOUSE 


Sitting  prominently  in  tlie  large  room  at  Breth- 
ren House  just  now  is  a  much  smaller  house. 

For  quite  some  time  I  have  been  wanting  to 
help  the  children  understand  that  in  the  days 
Jesus  lived  the  life  styles  were  entirely  different. 
We  have  refered  to  it  and  alluded  to  it,  but  I  didn't 
feel  the  children  had  reaUy  grasped  how  different 
daily  living  was  when  Jesus  was  a  small  boy. 

We  are  currently  studying  a  series  about  the 
life  of  Christ  and  have  been  incorporating  into  it 
weekly  a  segment  at  the  BIBLE  TIMES  CENTER. 
At  this  center  each  week  we  have  several  pic- 
tures and  cards  on  a  large  display  board  which 
suggest  what  it  was  like  in  Jesus  day. 

The  first  week  of  our  series  we  studied  the 
event  of  Baby  Jesus'  dedication  in  the  temple.  To 
stress  that  this  was  not  an  incidental  thing  that 
happened,  we  focused  on  the  fact  that  Mary  & 
Joseph  were  responding  to  what  their  scriptures 
told  them  to  do:  Dedicate  their  first  child  to  God. 
So  each  child  made  a  scroU  with  the  Deuteronomy 
verse  on  it  that  gives  this  directive.  The  Bible 
Times  Center  showed  pictures  of  scrolls  and  had 
cards  which  pointed  out  that  this  was  proibably 
the  kind  of  thing  they  used  in  school  as  well. 

This  week  we  were  calling  to  their  attention 
what  Jesus'  young  childhood  might  have  been 
like.  About  20  pictures  around  the  Center  indicated 
what  kind  of  house  they  might  have  had  and  what 
kinds  of  objects  they  may  have  had  inside. 

Then  on  a  cardtable  stood  a  large  box  and  a 
small  box  with  the  tops  cut  back  half  way  and 


taped  together.  These  were  painted  brown  and 
standing  empty.  The  children  were  directed  to 
look  at  the  pictures  and  make  something  to  place 
in  the  model  house  of  Nazareth.  Well,  they  outdid 
themselves.  We  have  such  a  house!! 

We  have  clay  pottery — ^holding  flour;  we  have 
bed  rolls  of  material ;  we  have  raisin  boxes  covered 
with  wood  grain  contact  paper  as  shelves;  not 
to  mention  a  clay  jug  with  an  aluminum  foil 
lining  filled  with  water  to  represent  oil,  a  horn 
hanging  from  the  ceiling  to  hold  oU,  animals  in 
the  smaller  box  next  to  the  house  with  their  own 
trough  of  food.  (One  young  lady  got  so  involved 
in  the  process,  she  ran  to  her  nearby  home  to 
get  some  cracked  corn  which  she  then  put  in  clay 
pots.) 

Our  house  includes  a  thatched  roof  over  one 
portion  and  a  flat  roof  in  another  with  a  bench 
on  it.  A  one  dimensional  staircase  up  the  side  of 
the  house  tells  an  onlooker  that  the  roof  was  used 
by  the  family  as  well. 

In  other  parts  of  Brethren  House  we  were  also 
considering  the  activities  of  a  Nazareth  home. 
The  children  could  taste  sugared  dates,  grind 
roUed  oats  between  two  grinding  stones  into  a 
fine  powder  for  flour,  act  out  the  events  of  a 
typical  day  in  a  little  boy's  life  and  listen  to  taped 
stories  describing  his  childhood. 

A    most    enjoyable   learning   experience   as   we 
considered  what  Jesus'  home  life  might  have  been 
like  when  he  was  about  four  or  five  years  old. 
— ^Bonnie 
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Inspirational  for  April 

IS   BEING   RELIGIOUS   ENOUGH? 


Scripture  Lesson: 

James  1:16-27 


What  is  your  definition  of  religion?  Stop  and 
think  about  or  express  this  at  this  point.  Probably 
each  one  of  us  would  state  this  definition  in  a 
little  different  way. 

The  dictionary  lists  a:bout  four  or  five  defini- 
tions of  religion.  For  this  study,  we  are  concerned 
with  the  one  which  refers  to  the  "form  or  rituals 
used  in  the  worship  of  God."  In  this  sense,  we 
think  of  a  "religious"  person  as  one  who  is  very 
faithful  in  attending  worship  services,  communion, 
prayer  meetings,  etc.,  and  one  who  studies  the 
Bible  frequently  and  is  constant  in  prayer.  You 
have  probably  read,  or  heard  of,  the  book,  "How 
to  be  a  Christian  Without  Being  Religious"  by 
Fritz  Ridenour.  I  cannot  quite  agree  that  a  person 
can  be  a  real  Christian  without  being  religious. 
However,  I  believe  that  we  would  all  agree  that 
not  every  "religious"  person,  or  every  church 
member,  is  necessarily  a  Christian. 

There  are  many  people  who  think  that  being 
"religious"  is  all  that  is  required  of  them  by  God. 
They  think  that  the  fact  that  their  name  is  on  a 
church  membership  list,  and  that  they  attend  and 
support  the  church  regularly,  makes  them  right 
with  God.  Of  course,  we  acknowledge  that  these 
things  are  an  Important  part  of  being  a  Christian, 
but  doesn't  go  far  enough.  We  need  to  know  that 
our  names  are  written  in  the  "Book  of  Ijfe",  as 
a  result  of  our  acceptance  of  Christ  as  our  Lord 
and  Saviour.  We  need  to  have  the  assurance  of 
our  salvation,  which  is  our  right  relationship  with 
God.  "Our  righteousnesses  are  as  filthy  rags". 
(Isaiah  64:6)  Many  people  use  religion  as  a 
"front".  They  may  be  religious,  but  behind  their 


religion,  they  hide  sinful  acts  and  lack  a  real 
spiritual  experience.  Some  people  are  what  we 
sometimes  call  "Sunday  Christians".  They  are 
very  religious  on  Sunday,  but  seem  to  live  for  the 
devil  the  other  six  days  of  the  week. 

The  last  verse  of  the  first  chapter  of  James 
gives  us  a  definition  of  "pure  religion".  "Pure 
religion  and  undefiled  before  God  and  the  Father 
is  this.  To  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows  in 
their  affliction,  and  to  keep  himself  unspotted 
from  the  world."  The  verses  preceding  this  one, 
starting  with  verse  16,  give  us  four  different  ele- 
ments involved  in  this  "pure  religion." 

I.  Recognizing  God  as  the  Source  of  All  Good 
(w.  16-18) 

In  last  month's  devotional,  we  learned  from 
verse  13  that  God  is  not  the  source  of  temptation. 
Now  we  read  in  verse  17  that  He  is  the  source  of 
"every  good  gift  and  every  perfect  gift."  Stop 
here  and  consider  this  question.  "What  is  the 
difference  between  God's  '*good"  and  His  "perfect" 
gifts?"  One  idea  that  is  put  forth  is  that  the 
"good"  gifts  are  the  ones  in  which  most  people 
share,  but  that  the  "perfect"  gifts  are  spiritual 
gifts  that  are  given  only  to  Christians.  "Good" 
gifts  would  include  life  itself,  husbands  or  wives, 
children,  friends,  the  necessities  of  life,  (such  as 
food,  water,  clothing,  shelter,  etc.)  and  also  abil- 
ities and  talents  that  we  possess.  "Perfect"  gifts 
would  include  salvation,  assurance,  fellowship 
with  the  Lord  and  feUow-Christians,  and  gifts  of 
prophecy,  teaching,  preaching,  etc. 

There  are  people  who  think  that  they  are  "self- 
made".  They  studied  hard  and  worked  diligently 
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to  get  ahead  in  their  chosen  vocation,  and  think 
that  they  did  it  all  themselves,  with  no  help  from 
'God.  What  they  forget  is  that  any  talents  or  abil- 
ities they  have,  or  even  the  physical  capability  of 
working  hard,  are  all  gifts  from  God.  Without  all 
these  many  gifts  from  our  Father  in  Heaven, 
;we  could  do  nothing. 

\  Verse  17  also  tells  us  that  there  is  no  variation 
jin  iGod.  We  all  have  many  friends  and  relatives 
Whom  we  care  a  great  deal  about,  but  sometimes 
they  may  let  us  down  in  one  way  or  another.  But 
God  never  lets  us  down,  even  though  we  may  let 
Him  down  at  times.  He  is  unchanging.  (Hebrews 
13:8)  He  is  faithful.  (I  Cor.  10:13)  Part  of  the 
"good  hfe"  that  we  have  been  discussing  is  our 
relationship  with  our  loved  ones,  friends,  and  re- 
latives. However,  sometimes  this  portion  of  the 
"good  life"  doesn't  turn  out  to  be  so  good,  espe- 
cially when  we  are  hurt  by  someone  we  love,  or 
a  friend  lets  us  down.  In  the  final  analysis,  then, 
jthe  really  "good  life"  is  our  unchanging  relation- 
jship  to  the  unchanging  God,  Who  is  never  unfaith- 
ful to  us,  and  never  turns  away  from  us,  as  our 
earthly  friends  may  do. 

I  We  might  call  this  relationship  salvation.  Verse 
18  suggests  that  this  is  God's  greatest  and  most 
perfect  gift.  We  don't  even  earn  it  or  deserve  it — 
iit  is  there  free  for  the  taking.  We  merely  need 
to  accept  this  gilt  through  faith  and  trust  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

II.    Exercising  Self-control   (w.  19-21) 

In  verse  19,  we  are  given  three  very  good  rules 
by  which  to  live.  The  first  one  is  "Be  swift  (or 
quick)  to  hear."  This  simply  means  that  we  should 
be  ready  to  listen  to  the  other  fellow.  The  second 
rule,  "Be  slow  to  speak"  is  the  opposite  of  the 
first.  These  two  rules  complement  each  other  so 
well,  that  I  think  we  need  to  treat  them  almost 
as  one  rule.  I  am  sure  that  most  of  us  can  say 
that  there  have  been  times  when  we  were  talking 
when  we  should  have  been  listening.  So  many  peo- 
ple are  so  eager  to  talk — usually  about  themselves 
or  topics  that  interest  them — ^that  they  don't  stop 
long  enough  to  listen  to  the  other  person.  Many 
times  the  people  who  talk  the  most  in  a  group 
say  the  least.  It  may  sound  odd,  but  the  person 
who  listens  well,  interrupting  only  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion, often  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  good 
conversationalist. 

"Be  slow  to  wrath"  is  the  third  rule  that  James 
gives  us  in  verse  19.  How  wise  we  would  be  if  we 
would  always  foUow  this  advice!  Verse  20  goes 
on  to  say  "for  anger  doesn't  make  us  good,  as  God 
demands  that  we  must  be".  (The  Living  Bible) 
If  we  could  just  remerrtber  these  verses  when  we 
are  tempted  to  "blow  our  stack",  how  much  better 
off  we  wo'uld  he! 

We  are  to  put  aside  filthiness  and  wickedness, 
(v.  21)  Further,  we  are  to  "receive  with  meekness 
the  engrafted  word,  which  is  able  to  save  your 
souls."  The  Word  is  a  seed  and  requires  clean 
soil  in  Which  to  grow.  This  is  not  to  say  that  all 
those  wiho  have  received  and  accepted  the  Word 
have  automatically  aJbandoned  all  filthiness  and 
wickedness.  But  through  the  power  of  Christ  and 
the  Holy  Spirit,  those  of  us  who  have  accepted 
this  Word,  should  continually  grow  as  Chxistians 
and  come  to  the  place  where  these  things  no 
longer  are  a  part  of  our  Uves. 


III.  Studying  and  Obeying  the  Bible  (w.  22-25) 
Here  we  learn  that  we  are  to  be  doers  of  the 

Word,  not  hearers  only.  God's  word  is  Ukened  to 
a  mirror  If  we  look  in  a  mirror  and  walk  away 
with  no  memory  of  what  we  have  seen  there,  it 
did  no  good  for  us  to  look  at  all.  Likewise,  if  we 
read  a  chapter  of  the  Bible  every  day  just  to  ease 
our  conscience,  and  don't  remember  or  apply  any- 
thing that  we  have  read,  we  are  probably  wasting 
our  time.  We  must  read  and  study  the  Bible  to 
gain  a  knowledge  of  God's  word.  However,  if  we 
gain  this  knowledge,  and  then  don't  obey  it,  we 
are  worse  off  than  the  person  who  disobeys 
through  ignorance.    (Luke  12:46-48) 

A  Christian  is  to  live  by  "the  law  of  liberty." 
(V.  25)  This  does  not  mean  that  he  is  free  to  do 
those  things  that  are  not  in  Une  with  God's  re- 
quirements of  righteousness  and  holiness.  He  is 
free  from  the  curse  of  the  law.  The  Christian  is 
at  liberty  to  follow  the  leadings  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
Who  dwells  within  him.  He  is  free  to  do  as  he 
pleases,  because  if  God  is  in  complete  control  of 
his  life,  what  he  pleases  to  do  will  be  in  harmony 
with  God.  The  chorus  to  a  hymn  that  I  found  in 
our  church  hymnal  helps  to  convey  the  message 
of  this  freedom: 

"Not  under  law",  that  could  not  save. 
But  doomed  to  a  hopeless  grave: 
"But  under  grace",  where  I  am  free 
Through  Jesus  Christ,  Who  died  for  me. 

IV.  Helpfulness  to  Others  and  Our  Own  Purity 
(w.26,  27) 

Verse  26  says  that  if  a  man  cannot  control  his 
tongue,  his  religion  is  in  vain.  He  is  deceiving  'him- 
self, but  probably  is  not  footing  anyone  else.  Of 
course,  he  is  not  deceiving  God. 

"Pure"  religion  is  more  than  the  definition  that 
I  gave  at  the  beginning  of  this  article.  We  learn 
from  verse  27  that  it  is  the  outpouring  of  Chris- 
tian love  to  those  who  are  poor  and  needy  and 
unable  to  help  themselves.  The  situation  might  be 
different  today  than  in  James'  day,  when  the 
widows  and  orphans  were  the  ones  who  had  an 
unhappy  Ufe,  and  needed  to  be  visited  and  helped 
in  other  ways.  However,  even  today  there  are 
many  people  whom  we  can  help  in  one  way  or 
another.  This  may  be  in  the  form  of  financial  aid, 
visiting  shut-ins,  comforting  those  who  are  in 
sorrow,  giving  words  of  encouragement,  and  many 
other  ways  that  I  am  sure  you  can  think  of.  Re- 
member the  words  of  Jesus  in  Matthew  25:40; 
"Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the 
least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto 
me." 

One  other  thing  that  James  tells  us  that  is 
involved  in  "pure  religion"  is  to  keep  ourselves 
unspotted  from  the  world.  This  means  that  we  are 
not  to  set  O'ur  heart  on  the  materialisim  and  carnal- 
ity of  those  round  about  us  who  are  not  Christians. 
It  is  natural  for  us  to  want  to  conform  to  some 
of  the  things  that  worldly  people  do.  We  don't 
want  to  be  thought  odd.  If  we  do  yield  too  much 
to  this  temptation,  the  first  thing  we  know,  we 
have  put  God  and  spiritual  interests  in  second 
place.  We  have  let  the  world  "squeeze  us  into  its 
mold."  (Rom.  12:2,  PhtU.)  On  the  other  hand,  if 
we  stand  fast  and  keep  ourselves  unspotted  from 
the  world,  we  can  continue  to  live  the  abundant 
or  "Good  Life"  that  the  Lord  wants  us  to. 
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Seminars 
get  results 
because.   .   . 


.  .  instruction  in  all  five  divisions:  Early  childhood  (birth  to  5  years),  Childhood 
('grades  1-6),  Youth  (grades  7-12),  Adult  (ages  18  and  over),  Administration 
(those  in  leadersJiip) ;  is  based  on  a  single  consistent  educational  philosophy. 

.  Seminar  leaders  spesik  from  practical  experience. 

.  you  learn  iby  doing,  not  just  listening. 

.  ICL  returns  each  year  with  follow-up  ihelp. 

.  ICL  plans  ifor  both  large  and  small  churches. 

.  a  strong  spiritual  emphasis  underlies  every  session. 

.  varied  experiences  make  learning  fun. 

.  you  go  home  knowing  how  to  implement  the  new  concepts  you  have  learned. 
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ICL    PROMOTIONAL    FILMSTRIP 

The  lOL  filmstrip,  "WHAT  IS  AN  ICL  SEMINAR?,"  is  now  available  for  use 
in  Churches  on  a  first  come  first  served  basis.  This  filmstrip  is  geared  to  the  usual 
Thusday  througti  Saturday  Seminar.  Ours  will  be  a  special  case  but  the  main  con- 
cepts are  still  presented.  If  you  wish  to  rent  this  filmstrip  and  caissette  FREE  of 
charge,  fill  out  the  form  below  and  send  to: 

AUDIO-VISUAL  DEPT. 

Board  of  Christian  Education 

524  College  Avenue 

Ashland,  Ohio    44805 


Dear  BCE  Staff, 

I  would  lilie   to   order   the   ICL 

SEIMINAR?"  for  the  following  date:  _ 
NAME: 

filmstrip 

and 

cassette,   "WHAT 
Alternate  date 

IS 

AN 

ICL 

ADDRESS: 
CHURCH: 

■ 

PRAYER  PLEDGE 

We  attribute  much  of  our  past  success  of  the  Summer  Crusader  Program  to 
the  fantastic  prayer  support  we  have  received.  Each  year  an  increasing  number  of 
people  pledge  to  pray  daily  for  a  Summer  Crusader  or  Intern.  This  prayer  support 
is  that  "extra-added-plus"  that  is  needed  for  these  young  people  who  are  so  willingly 
serving  our  Lord  and  our  church.  Please  consider  this  program  as  an  additional  way 
you  can  >show  your  envolvement  and  interest  in  the  youth  of  our  church. 

Please  fiU  out  form  and  send  to: 
Board  of  Christian  Education 
524  College  Avenue 
Asihland,  Ohio    44805 


Dear  BCE  Staff, 

I  would  personally  like  to  join  the  Summer  Crusader  Prayer  Campaign  and 
pledge  to  pray  daily  for  the  Crusader  or  intern  assigned  to  me. 

MY  NAME:  


MY  ADDRESS: 


MY  CHURCH: 
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Signal   Lights 


by  ALBERTA  HOLSINGER 


Bible  Theme: 

Friends 

Mission  Project: 

Radio    Program    and    Literature   for   Spanish 
Speaking   Annericans 


Signal  Lights  Program  for  April 


Bible  Story:     Jesus,  the  Children's  Friend 


(Have  various  pictures  of  Jesus  and  the  chil- 
dren on  the  bulletin  board. ) 

"We're  going  to  see  Jesus!  We're  going  to  see 
Jesus!"  the  children  sang  as  they  skipped  down 
the  road. 

"Stay  close  to  us.  Don't  get  too  far  ahead,"  called 
the  mothers.  Some  of  them  were  carrying  small 
babies.  They  were  taking  their  children  to  see 
Jesus.  They  wanted  Him  to  bless  them. 

As  they  came  near  the  place  where  Jesus  was 
teaching  they  saw  a  large  crowd  of  people. 

"Look!"  said  the  children.  "See  all  the  people?" 

"Yes,"  said  the  mothers.  "Those  people  wanted 
to  see  Jesus,  too." 

The  disciples  saw  the  mothers  and  children 
trying  to  get  through  the  crowd. 

"Go  away,"  they  said.  "Don't  bother  Jesus.  He  is 
busy  with  the  grown-ups.  He  doesn't  have  time 
for  the  children. 

Sadly  the  mothers  turned  away.  Sadly  the  chil- 
dren followed. 


Then  they  heard  the  voice  of  Jesus  saying, 
"Don't  send  the  children  away.  Let  them  come  to 
me.  I  love  the  children.  I  always  have  time  for 
them." 

Quickly  the  children  ran  to  Jesus.  With  a  glad 
smile  the  mothers  took  their  babies  to  Him. 

He  held  the  babies  in  His  arms.  He  put  His 
hands  on  the  older  children  and  blessed  them.  He 
was  glad  the  children  loved  Him. 

Then  the  mothers  and  the  children  started  ho^me. 

"We  have  seen  Jesus!  We  have  seen  Jesus!" 
sang  the  children  as  they  skipped  happily  ahead 
of  their  mothers. 

"Yes,"  said  a  tiny  girl,  "and  He's  our  friend!" 
—Based  on  Mark  10:13-16 
Memory  Verse:     Luke  18:16 

Our  meimory  verse  tells  us  what  Jesus  said  to 
the  disciples  when  they  were  sending  the  Children 
away. 

"Let  the  children  come  unto  me  and  forbid  them 
not." 
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Mission  Story:     A  Wetback- 


Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  wetback?  No,  I  don't 
mean  when  you  have  a  wet  back.  A  wetback  is 
a  person  who  comes  into  the  United  States  from 
Mexico  without  getting  the  proper  permission  to 
enter  our  country.  These  people  come  to  work 
for  a  few  months  and  then  return  with  the  money 
they  have  earned  to  their  homes  in  Mexico. 

They  are  called  wetbacks  because  many  of  them 
cross  the  Rio  Grande  r'iver  where  they  do  get  their 
backs  wet.  Where  the  river  doesn't  separate  our 
countries  they  climb  the  fence  or  crawl  through 
a  hole  in  it. 

Joaquin  is  a  wetback  who  came  to  a  ranch  near 
Tucson  recently. 

One  day  he  was  talking  to  a  friend.  "After  the 
work  is  done  in  the  evening  I  have  nothing  to  do," 
he  said.  "I  wish  I  had  something  to  read." 

"I  wrote  to  Rev.  Curtis,"  the  friend  said.  "He 
gave  me  the  New  Testament." 

"Free?"  asked  Joaquin. 

His  friend  nodded. 

"My  priest  at  home  said  the  Bible  is  the  best 
book  I  can  read,"  said  Joaquin.  "Do  you  know 
Rev.  Curtis'  address?" 

His  friend  wrote  down  the  address  for  him. 

That  very  evening  he  wrote  to  Rev.  Curtis  asking 
him  for  the  free  reading  material. 

A  few  days  later  Rev.  Curtis  visited  Joaquin  at 
the  ranch. 

"I  received  your  letter,"  Rev.  Curtis  told  him. 
"I  have  brought  a  New  Testament  for  you." 

Joaquin  was  surprised.  "You  drove  out  here 
just  to  see  me?" 

"Yes,"  replied  Rev.  Curtis.  "I  would  like  to  come 
every  week  and  help  you  study  the  Bible." 

"Good!"  said  Joaquin.  "Let's  start  right  now." 

So  Rev.  Curtis  and  Joaquin  sat  down  together 
with  the  Bible.  Rev.  Curtis  explained  how  Jesus, 
God's  Son,  came  to  earth  to  live  and  to  die  and 
to  come  to  life  again  to  save  us. 

Joaquin  listened  carefully.  Finally  he  nodded 
and  said,  "I  believe  what  you  are  saying.  I  want 
to  accept  Jesus  as  my  Savior." 

Rev.  Curtis  prayed.  Then  Joaquin  prayed  asking 
Jesus  to  be  His  Savior. 

Joaquin  is  anxious  to  learn  all  he  can  about 
God.  Rev.  Curtis  goes  to  the  ranch  every  Wednes- 
day evening  at  5:00.  Together  they  study  God's 
Word. 

Soon  Joaquin  will  return  to  his  family  in  Mexico. 
When  he  goes  he  will  take  with  'him  the  money 
he  has  earned  working  for  the  rancher.  But  he 
will  take  something  more  valuable  than  that  to 
share  with  his  family  and  friends.  He  vn\l  Share 
with  them  Jesus  the  Savior. 


a   book   revie 
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BODY  GROWTH 


A  current  topic  of  much  interest  is  "Church 
Growth".  We  set  goals  and  plan  strategy  for 
accompUshing  these  goals  in  order  to  see  the 
church  grow  in  numbers.  We  also  recognize  that 
the  church  is  the  body  of  Christ  and  we  are  the 
members  of  that  body.  Therefore,  church  growth 
is  closely  related  to  body  growth  and  here  I  am 
not  referring  particularly  to  the  size  of  the  body 
but  rather  to  the  strength  of  the  body. 

One  way  to  strengthen  a  body  is  to  exercise  its 
members  and  each  member  is  exercised  along  its 
abilities.  That  is,  eye  exercise  won't  help  in  build- 
ing up  endurance  and  lung  capacity,  neither  wUl 
push  ups  help  build  up  eye  muscles.  The  first 
thing  necessary  to  buUd  up  a  member  of  the  body 
is  to  discover  the  function  of  the  member,  and 
before  the  church  can  be  strengthened  the  mem- 
bers must  discover  their  function  in  the  body. 

A  pair  of  books  which  can  be  helpful  in  this 
process  are:  Discover  Your  Spiritual  Gift  and 
Use  It  by  Rick  Yohn  published  by  Tyndale  Hoiuse 
and  19  Gifts  of  tlie  Spirit  by  Leslie  B.  Flynn  and 
published  by  Victor  Books,  a  division  of  Scripture 
Press  Publications. 

Both  books  catalogue  spiritual  gifts  and  describe 
the  gift  as  well  as  its  usage.  They  both  have  chap- 
ters on  discovering  what  is  your  gift  and  the  first 
book  also  has  chapters  on  the  purpose  of  the  gifts 
and  putting  them  to  use. 

They  would  be  valuable  resource  matericils  for 
a  study  of  spiritual  gifts  and/or  body  life.  If  used 
to  help  a  local  church  discover  the  gifts  among 
its  members  and  then  opens  up  avenues  for  those 
gifts  to  be  exercised,  body  growth  can  'he  exi>eri- 
3nced  along  with  church  growth. 

The  Bookworm 
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HIDDEN  TREASURES 


James  5:13-20 


by  Keith  Bennett 


How  about  going  on  a  treasure  hunt  with  me 
today?  The  treasure  I  have  in  mind  is  found  buried 
deep  in  the  Bible,  way  back  in  the  5th  chapter  of 
the  practical  Christian  living  manual  known  as 
James.  This  is  hidden  treasure  because  all  to  few 
people  are  well  acquainted  with  what  it  teaches 
and  it  is  treasure  indeed!  The  treasure  in  our  text 
addresses  itself  to  the  reality  of  healing  as  it 
appUes  to  three  different  kinds  of  suffering  which 
afflict  mankind  in  general  and  Christians  in  par- 
ticular. Let  us  conduct  our  search  for  treasure 
as  we  make  the  following  three  discoveries  from 
James  5:13-20. 

1.  Discovery  No.  1  is  THE  TREASURE  OF 
HEALING  FOR  AFFLICTIONS.  Vs.  13  "IS  ANY 
AMONG  YOU  SUFFERING?  LET  HIM  PRAY. 
IS  ANY  CHEERFUL?  LET  HIM  SING  PRAISE." 
Herein  are  contained  the  two  major  moods  of 
mankind.  We  either  feel  great,  on  top  of  the 
world  or,  we  feel  sad.  We,  for  one  reason  or 
another  are  suffering.  This  verse  gives  proper 
expressions  of  how  we  might  handle  these  two 
moods. 

When  we  are  joyful,  where  we  sense  God's 
goodness,  the  goodness  of  life,  our  feelings  should 
be  expressed  by  the  action  of  singing  praises  to 
God.  This  may  be  done  at  church,  but  even  more 
importantly  it  needs  to  be  done  in  our  homes 
among  our  families.  We  all  too  often  voice  our 
complaints  and  criticisms  of  life  and  God  there. 


The  balance  of  expressing  our  gratitude  is  also 
needed  and  proper. 

However,  life  does  have  its  sufferings.  No  one 
has  been  able  to  totally  understand  or  answer 
just  why  there  is  suffering.  Some  people  wonder 
how  an  sdl-wise,  all-powerful  God  can  allow  such 
misery  as  many  experience.  One  possible  answer 
may  be  that  God  took  a  risk  when  He  gave  us 
freedom  so  that  mankind  does  not  have  to  love 
and  serve  and  obey  God  by  force  like  a  puppet  on 
a  string.  Rather,  He  wants  us  to  learn  to  do  so 
because  we  want  to  and  because  it  is  right.  He 
wants  us  to  exercise  our  choice  wdUingly  in  wor- 
ship and  service. 

James  gives  us  the  treasure  of  a  method  which 
can  get  us  through  the  times  of  intense  suffering 
and  into  an  attitude  of  willing  worship  and  obedi- 
ence in  spite  of  sufferings.  Before  we  look  at  that 
method,  let  us  reflect  on  this  word  suffering  in 
vs.  13. 

This  word  does  not  refer  to  physical  Ulness — 
to  disease.  Rather,  this  word  refers  to  suffering 
evil  or  to  afflictions,  being  troubled,  vexed,  de- 
jected in  spirit.  That  suffering  originates  in  many 
sources.  It  could  come  from  the  loss  of  a  loved 
one  in  death,  or  through  divorce.  It  could  come 
from  some  personal  tragedy  like  a  fire  to  one's 
home  or  an  economic  disaster  which  leaves  a  per 
son  in  financial  need.  It  might  originate  in  an  ex- 
ceptionally unhappy  childhood  causing  emotiona 
stress  in  adulthood.  It  could  come  from  an  obses 
sive  concern  about  the  many  protolems  which  con 
cern  mankind.  Such  things  as  political  corruption, 
crime,  famine,  fuel  shortages,  inflation  and  all 
the  other  current  problems.  It  could  come  from 
an  unhappy  and  unresolved  continuing  conflict 
in  marriage,  where  one  has  a  seemingly  thought- 
less mate,  or  where  one  is  so  blind  to  his  own 
faults  that  he  seems  to  be  misunderstood  and 
mistreated.  It  could  come  from  loneliness.  These 
types  of  things  are  what  this  word  suffering  has 
reference  to. 

What  is  the  hidden  treasure  which  can  lead  a 
person  through  such  heaviness  of  spirit  into  vic- 
tory over  the  affliction?  The  answer  is  so  simple 
that  many  might  be  tempted  to  discount  it  before 
trying  it.  Vs.  13  gives  the  method:  "IS  ANY  ONE 
AMONG  YOU  SUFFERJNG?  LET  HIM  CON- 
STANTLY PRAY!"  This  method  of  overcoming 
and  enduring  such  heaviness  of  spirit;  seeking 
earnestly  the  joyful,  helpful  presence  of  the  living 
God,  Our  Father;  in  such  times,  such  praying  is 
not  trite  nor  is  it  easy,  nor  is  it  instantaneous. 
But  it  works. 
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There  is  another  dimension  lo  this  type  of  suf- 
fering.  The   Christian   Scriptures   teach   that   the 
.  evil  one  uses  this  means  of  suffering  to  work  on 
-.  God's  children,  seeking  to  increase  and  magnify 
i'l  their   pain   at  such   times,   seeking   to  discourage 
;  and   then   to   destroy   them.   He   uses   these   hard 
;  times   to   malign   the   character   and   obscure   the 
reality  of  the  Father-God's  love,  care  and  power 
in  our  behalf.  This  type  of  experience  is  like  a 
long   series  of  foggy  days  where  the  person  in- 
volved begins  to  think  the  sun  will  never  shine 
again.   Some  people  under  the  pressure  of  such 
times  go  off  the  deep  end.  Yet  back  of  the  fog 
the  bright,  beautiful,  warm  sun  is  watching  and 
waiting  for  its  opportunity.  Even  so,  the  warm, 
I  loving,  powerful  Father-God  is  waiting  and  watch- 
'  ing  back  of  and  lin  the  midst  of  the  awful  suffer- 
ing which  sometimes  afflict  His  children.  Prayer 
keeps   us   in   touch   with   the   Father  during   the 
stress.  He  is  there  whether  we  pray  or  not  and 
whether  we  know  it  or  not,  but  our  prayers  help  us 
to  know  His  presence  in  some  measure  during  the 
J  affliction.  Did  not  Paul  the  Apostle,  a  man  of  con- 
siderable suffering  himself  once  write  in  II  Cor.  1: 
3-4:    "BLESSED    BE    THE    GOD    AiMD    FATHER 
OF  OUR  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST,  THE  FATHER 
OF   MERCIES    AND    GOD   OF   ALL   COMFORT, 
WHO    COMFORTS    US    IN    ALL    OUR    AFFLIC- 
'  TIONS,  SO  THAT  WE  MAY  BE  ABLE  TO  COM- 
FORT THOSE  WHO  ARE  IN  ANY  AFFLICTION, 
i  WITH  THE  COMFORT  WITH  WHICH  'WE  OUR- 
SELVES ARE  COMFORTED  BY  GOD." 

Put  this  idea  to  the  test!  God  either  means 
this  and  is  able  to  do  it  or  He  isn't!  Prayer  leads 
us  to  the  reality  that  God  is  and  God  does  care 
j  for  us.  If  you  have  prayed  and  are  not  yet  com- 
forted, teD  Him  so.  Perhaps  you'll  need  to  invite 
others  to  pray  With  and  for  you.  BUT  GOD  THE 
FATHER  OF  MERCIES  WILL  COIMFORT  YOU! 

II.  Discovery  No.  2  is  THE  TREASURE  OF 
HEALING  FOR  SICKNESS.  Vs.  14-15.  Please  un- 
derstand the  foUoiwing:  In  our  present  form  of 
existence  we  are  not  eternal.  Due  to  the  entrance 
of  sin  into  human  nature  we  are  temporal  crea- 
tures subject  to  the  limitations  of  illness  and 
death.  We  all  shall  experience  death  or  its  equiva- 
lent in  the  experience  of  rapture  at  Christ's  re- 
turn as  we  change  from  one  form  of  existence  to 
the  coming  higher  form.  In  these  bodies  of  tem- 
porariness  and  death  we  do  experience  disease, 
the  second  form  of  suffering  addressed  in  James 
5.  The  discovery  of  hidden  treasure  in  this  section 
addresses  itself  to  human  illness  of  which  there 
is  an  abundance  and  great  variety. 

A  human  being  is  always  riight  to  seek  the 
■capaible  assistance  of  the  ever  improving  medical 
profession  at  the  time  of  illness.  God  uses  the 
natural  talents,  training  and  skUls  of  medical 
people  to  bring  much  needed  healing  to  mankind 
However,  even  medical  people  have  the-ir  limita 
tions.  They  can't  always  solve  every  human  ail' 
ment.  Sometimes  they  can't  even  locate  the  prob' 
lem.  This  is  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  we  hu 
mans  are  not  merely  physical,  we  have  our  ©mo 
tional  and  spiritual  nature,  too.  Sometimes  the 
problem  originates  there.  Also,  since  sin  has  hap- 
pened and  death  is  the  one  common  experience 
ahead  of  us  all,  it  is  iimpossilhle  that  medical  people 
will   ever   resolve   all  of  man's  health   problems. 


The  second  coming  and  the  new  resurrection 
bodies  shall  do  that  ultimately  and  absolutely. 

In  addition  to  seeking  the  able  assistance  of 
the  medical  professions  at  the  time  of  iUness,  a 
Christian  is  always  right  to  seek  another  kind  of 
help,  that  of  God  Himself  in  a  more  definite  man- 
ner. Vs.  14-15  reveal  this  hidden  treasure,  this  ad- 
ditional method:  "IS  ANY  AMONG  YOU  SICK? 
LET  HIM  CALL  FOR  THE  ELDERS  OF  THE 
CHURCH,  AND  LET  THEM  PRAY  OVER  HIM 
ANOINTING  HIM  WITH  OIL  IN  THE  NAME 
OF  THE  LORD,  AND  THE  PRAYER  OF  FAITH 
WILL  SAVE  THE  SICK  MAN  AND  THE  LORD 
WILL  RAISE  HIM  UP,  AND  IF  HE  HAS  COM- 
MITTED SINS  HE  WILL  BE  FORGIVEN."  These 
verses  contain  a  Brethren  distinctive  doctrine 
known  as  the  anointing  service.  The  Brethren 
have  practiced  this  service  since  their  beginning 
in  1708.  It's  interesting  to  note  that  is  the  last 
50  years  such  mainline  churches  as  the  Lutheran 
the  Catholics  and  the  Presbyterians  are  rediscov- 
ering this  dimension  of  healing.  We  Brethren 
have  been  doing  this  for  266  years. 

Let  me  caution  you  here.  Please  don't  confuse 
this  service  with  the  Catholic  practice  of  extreme 
unction.  The  anointing  service  is  not  the  service 
of  last  rites  preparing  a  person  for  death.  Rather, 
it  is  preparing  them  for  life  on  a  renewed  scale. 
God's  will  for  man  is  health.  Disease  is  an  invader 
since  sin.  Many,  many  times  through  medicine  and 
through  the  anointing  service  God  defeats  evU 
and  restores  health.  But  not  always!  Just  as  med- 
ical men  are  limited  so  that  they  can't  heal  every- 
one, so  also  is  the  anointing  service  limited.  Not 
everyone  who  requests  it  is  physically  healed, 
though  many  are.  We  are  caused  by  this  fact  to 
bow  the  knee  in  submission  to  the  Sovereign  Lord 
who  does  in  His  wisdom  and  concern  have  the 
final  say.  In  the  case  of  the  anointing  there  is  a 
spiritual  healing  as  well  as  a  physical  and  the 
true  respondent  does  always  have  spiritual  heal- 
ing and  many  times  physical  healing.  Even  Paul, 
great  man  of  faith  that  he  was,  prayed  3  times 
for  healing  of  his  illness  only  to  receive  the  word, 
"My  grace  is  sufficient  for  you."  Thus  we  obey 
the  Scriptures,  we  seek  healing,  believing  that  it 
will  come  and  if  it  does  not,  we  bow  the  knee  to 
God  as  Lord!  and  when  it  does,  we  thank  Him. 

Notice  now  concerning  the  anointing  service. 
The  responsibility  for  requesting  it  is  in  the  hands 
cif  the  sick  person.  He  must  initiate  the  request, 
it  is  to  be  his  desire.  If  he  or  she  is  unable  to  do 
so  ibut  probably  would  want  to,  then  a  family 
member  or  close  friend  may  do  so.  That  only 
applies  when  the  person  is  unable  to  ask  for  him- 
self and  where  no  family  is  available.  This  service 
is  not  for  a  sick  person  because  a  friend  desires 
it,  rather  the  person  himself  must  seek  it  if  able. 
Beware  of  pushing  this  too  aggressively  on  others. 
A  gentle  suggestion  and  then  drop  it  is  aU  that 
should  ever  be  done.  In  vs.  14  God  puts  the  respon- 
sibility on  the  sick  person,  the  vs.  says:  "IS  ANY 
SICK  AMONG  YOU— LET  HliVI— CALL  FOR 
THE  ELDERS  OF  THE  CHURCH.  The  term  elder 
refers  to  pastors  in  our  church  igovemment.  When 
there  are  two  or  more  resident  pastors  in  a  g'iven 
congregation  they  are  to  be  sent  for  toy  the  re- 
questing ill  person.  They  represent  the  congrega- 
tion wtho  should  pray  in  support.  If  there  is  only 
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one,  then  a  Deacon  or  Deaconess  may  assist  the 
pastor.  The  available  people  go  to  the  sick  room, 
whether  in  a  hospital,  nursing  home  or  home. 
They  make  their  plans  ahead  oi  their  arrival.  If 
at  the  hospital  or  a  nursing  home  the  staff  is 
notified  of  the  patient's  request  and  every  pre- 
caution is  taken  to  not  hinder  hospital  routine  and 
to  assure  privacy.  Once  in  the  room,  a  few  appro- 
priate remarks  are  made  by  the  pastor.  The  Dea- 
con or  other  pastor  reads  James  5:13-18.  Then 
silent  prayer  is  engaged  in  allowing  the  sick  per- 
son to  confess  any  sin,  or  make  special  requests 
to  God.  Vocal  confession  is  permitted  but  not 
pushed.  Next,  the  Assistant  pours  a  few  drops  of 
olive  oil  on  the  pastor's  left  hand.  The  pastor  says 
DEAR  BROTHER,  OR  SISTER,  IN  ACCORD- 
ANCE WITH  THE  WORD  OF  GOD  AND  FOR 
THE  HEALING  OF  BOTH  SOUL  AND  BODY,  I 
ANOINT  THEE  WITH  OIL  IN  THE  NAME  OF 
THE  FATHER,  AND  OF  THE  SON  AND  OF 
THE  HOLY  SPIRIT.  AMEN.  At  the  naming  of 
each  person  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  the  pastor  applies 
oil  to  the  forehead  of  the  sick.  Then  the  pastor 
and  Deacon  gently  lay  their  hands  on  the  head 
of  the  sick  and  pray  the  prayer  of  faith  for  heal- 
ing. The  prayer  of  faith  is  the  prayer  which  be- 
lieves God  will  heal  this  person.  That  faith  claims 
healing  for  the  person  and  looks  for  it,  yet  always 
submitting  to  the  Sovereign  wisdom  of  God.  The 
Scriptures  do  promise  THE  PRAYER  OF  FAITH 
WILL  SAVE  THE  SICK  AND  THE  LORD  WILL 
RAISE  HIM  UP:  AND  IF  HE  HAS  COMMITTED 
SINS,  HE  WILL  BE  FORGIVEN.  All  sickness 
and  death  are  in  our  world  because  of  human 
sin — the  reality  of  the  fall  of  man.  Some,  but  not 
all,  sickness  can  be  traced  in  some  cases  to  some 
particular  sin  in  a  person's  life.  That  sm  when 
confessed  and  forsaken  is  forgiven  and  many 
times  this  spiritual  cleansing  assists  the  person 
on  the  way  back  to  health.  Vs.  17  illustrates  this 
prayer  of  faith  from  the  life  of  Elijah  the  prophet. 
He  was  a  man  of  like  nature  to  our  own.  He  knew 
discouragement  and  depression  and  other  human 
failings,  yet  he  had  faith  in  God  and  he  prayed 
fervently  that  it  might  not  rain  for  3^,4  years  in 
Israel  as  a  warning  to  her  continuing  sin.  The 
Bible  records  that  that  was  what  did  happen.  He 
prayed  again  and  rain  came  bringing  forth  fruit 
from  the  ground.  God  listens  to  the  prayers  of 
the  righteous.  The  righteous  are  those  who  by 
faith  claim  right  relationship  with  God  through 
Jesus  Christ.  Such  people  are  exhorted  to  fervent 
prayer  during  suffering,  to  pray  during  disease. 
The  Word  of  God  tells  us  that  the  prayers  of 
righteous  people  have  great  power  in  its  effects. 
God  does  listen  and  He  does  answer  within  the 
limits  of  what  the  entrance  of  sin  has  ordained 
for  our  human  condition. 

ni.  Discovery  No.  3  is  THE  TREASURE  OF 
HEALING  FOR  SINS.  Vs.  16-20.  There  is  another 
form  of  suffering  dealt  with  in  this  hidden  treas- 
ure box.  That  is  the  suffering  caused  by  personal 
sin.  Christians  who  want  to  be  whole  and  who 
know  that  they  are  not  totally  so,  are  instructed 
to  confess  their  sins  one  to  another  and  to  pray 
for  one  another  that  healing  might  happen.  This 
instruction  must  be  used  with  discretion.  There 
must  be  a  trust  relationship  from  Christian  to 
Christian  before  this  kind  of  honesty  and  prayer 


can  happen.  Some  people  might  use  such  informa 
tion  in  a  destructive  way  if  that  trust  is  not 
present.  ' 

Vs.  19  si>eaks  of  yet  another  problem.  That  of' 
the  brother  who  errs  by  wandering  from  the  one 
saving  truth  of  the  gospel.  This  wandering  may  be 
by  listening  to  and  propagating  false  doctrine — ! 
doctrine  inconsistent  with  Biblical  revelation.  Then 
again  it  may  be  the  sin  of  professing  Christ  as 
Savior  and  then  wandering  from  that  truth  by  in- 1 
activity  and  dormancy.  Or  further,  that  wondering  1 
may  be  expressed  by  living  a  life  of  habitual  sin 
whether  in  sexual  sin,  stealing,  lying,  gossiping,  | 
covetousness,  or  whatever  other  moral  breakdown.  | 
It  should  be  the  concern  of  everyone  in  the  body 
of  Christ  for  everyone  else  so  that  all  of  us  are  i 
seeking  to  bring  such  wanderers  back  to  the  one 
saving  truth  of  the  gospel.  The  burden  for  this 
work  is  upon  the  group  called  MY  BRETHREN— 
that  is,  the  entire  local  church  membership.  j 


THE  MEiTHOD  used  is  mainly  prayer,  fervent 
prayer  for  such,  followed  by  attempts  at  caring, 
in  visits  made,  kindnesses  offered,  and  admonition. 

Let  us  ALL  SEEK  TO  BRING  SUCH  PEOPLE 
BACK  TO  JESUS.  Let's  pray  now  for  one  such 
person. 


Rev.  Keith  Bennett  is  the  pastor  of  the 
Fi)-st  Brethren  Church  in  South  Bend,  Indi- 
ana liaring  served  formerly  in  the  pastorate 
at  Trinity  Brethren  Church  of  Canton,  Ohio. 

He  u'as  formerly  Chairman  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  General  Conference 
Organizatimi  of  the  Brethren  Church  and  is 
presently  serving  as  a  member  of  the  Peace 
Committee. 
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INTERNATIONAL  CONGRESS  FOR 
WORLD  EVANGELISM 


The  Christian  leaders  of  the  world,  of  evangel- 
ical persuasion,  met  in  conference  in  Berlin  in 
'  1968  and  m  Lausanne,  Switzerland,  1974.  2700 
delegates  from  150  nations  met  together  to  con- 
sider world  evangelization.  These  meetings  were 
all  sponsored  primarily  by  the  Billy  Graham 
Association. 

The  "Continuation  Committee"  for  world  evan- 
gelism has  now  developed  from  these  two  con- 
gresses. The  reason  for  the  committee  is  not  at  all 
a  worldwide  organization  but  a  committee  to  func- 
tion between  churches,  missionary  boards,  con- 
ferences, etc.,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  work  of 
world  evangelism. 

The  mem'bership  of  this  Council  wiU  be  built  up 
to  200  in  order  to  make  it  more  representative 
of  all  major  countries,  denonainations,  and  func- 
tional interests. 

Bishop  A.  Jack  Dain  of  Sydney,  Australia,  who 
was  executive  chairman  of  the  Lausanne  Congress 
has  been  unanimously  elected  chairman  of  the 
Continuation  Committee  until  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Committee.  This  meeting  is  expected  to  be 
held  early  in  1976. 

The  report  issued  by  the  Committee  stated,  "In 
order  to  help  evangelicals  to  set  their  goals  and 
work  toward  their  attainment,  the  Continuation 
Committee  anticipates  the  formation  of  Regional 
Committees  for  world  evangelization  as  envisaged 
in  the  Lausanne  Covenant."  The  report  continued 
by  emphatically  stating  that  the  Continuation 
Committee  was  convinced  that  the  Spirit  of 
Lausanne  was  so  opposed  to  the  bureaucratic 
model  that  it  "encouraged  and/or  authorized  its 
merribers  in  each  major  religion  of  the  world 
unitedly  to  form  regional  networks."  It  stated 
that  in  this  way  "the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ 
through  His  Church  wUl  be  most  effectively 
carried  out." 

During  the  Mexico  City  meeting  the  group 
several  times  divided  into  regional  groups  to 
consider  what  goals  could  and  should  be  set  for 
the  next  few  years,  and  what  resources  and 
structures  would  be  needed  to  attain  them. 

A  wide  diversity  of  desirable  goals  was  men- 
tioned. Virtually  all  the  regional  groups  were 
anxious  to  see  fresh  cooperative  Initiatives  taken 
in  cross-cultural  missions,  in  development  of  reg- 
ional and  national  strategies  for  evangelism,  and 
in  motivating  and  training  both  clergy  and  laity 
for  active  evangelism. 

In  addition  to  this  primary  emphasis  on  evan- 
gelization, several  groups  asked  for  an  linforma- 
tion  network,  for  evangelistic  tools,  and  for  some 


coordination  among  evangelical  relief  and  devel- 
opment agencies. 

The  African  and  Asian  groups  stated  the  need 
to  strengthen  Biblical  tlieological  education  at  all 
levels  and  to  provide  more  scholarships. 

The  Latin  American  and  European  groups  were 
concerned  to  increase  evangelical  influence  in  the 
mass  media  and  to  secure  better  training  facilities 
in  communication. 

In  the  Arab  world  and  elsewhere,  more  full-time 
national  evangelists  are  needed. 

The  European  group  reiterated  the  importance 
of  continuing  the  discussion  begun  at  Lausanne  in 
such  areas  as  Christianity  and  culture,  evangelism 
and  social  action.  Christian  ethics,  and  the  renewal 
of  the  Church. 

Dealing  with  the  mandate  and  role  of  the  Con- 
tinuation Committee,  the  report  stated,  "The  basis 
of  our  coming  together  was  our  common  evan- 
gelical commitment  to  Biblical  doctrine  and  duty, 
especially  as  these  are  defined  in  the  Lausanne 
Covenant.  We  are  grateful  to  God  that  throug'h 
free  and  wide-ranging  discussion  we  have  been 
led  to  a  common  mind  about  the  next  steps  of 
What  we  hope  will  be  an  unfolding  process. 

"Signatories  of  the  Lausanne  Covenant  have 
committed  themselves  'to  pray,  to  plan  and  to 
work  together  for  the  evangelization  of  the  whole 
world."  To  this  end  the  Covenant  urged  'the  de- 
velopment of  regional  and  functional  cooperation 
for  the  furtherance  of  the  Church's  mission,  for 
strategic  planning,  for  mutual  encouragement,  and 
for  the  sharing  of  resources  and  experiences.' 

"We  have  been  encouraged  to  hear  of  numerous 
initiatives  which  have  already  been  taken  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  world.  The  Covenant  has  been 
published  in  many  languages,  is  being  widely 
studied,  and  attempts  are  already  being  made  to 
implernent  its  reco^mmendations. 

"The  Continuation  Committee  understands  as 
the  Covenant  indicates,  that  'the  furtherance  of 
the  Church's  mission'  means  the  encouragement 
of  all  God's  people  to  go  out  into  the  world  as 
Christ  was  sent  into  the  world,  to  give  themselves 
for  others  in  a  spirit  of  sacrificial  service,  and 
that  in  this  mission  evangelism  is  primary.  More 
than  that,  within  our  primary  task  of  evangelism, 
our  two  particular  concerns  and  burdens  must  be 
the  2,700  million  unreached  peoples  and  the  O'ther 
millions  of  people  in  nominally  Christian  areas 
who  have  not  yet  heard  or  responded  to  the  true 
Gospel." 

From  LCC  News  release 
January  27,  1975 


Page  Twenty 


The  Brethren  Evangelis 


SISTERHOOD 


April,  1975 


SENIOR  SISTERHOOD 


by  Mrs.  Pat  Rifcheyi 


TO  WORSHIP  HIM 


Section  I 


The  ''Hot  Line' 


(Leader's  Note:  Before  beginning  this  pro^gram, 
see  flhat  each  person  has  a  pencil  or  pen  and  a 
piece  of  paper  half  the  size  of  this  page. ) 

Everyone  knows  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America  has  a  "hot  Une"  telephone.  He 
can  pick  it  up  and  instantly  be  in  contact  with 
his  military  advisors  at  the  Pentagon. 

Many  important  men  in  large  industries  also 
have  similar  "hot  line"  telephones  that  are  con- 
nected directly  to  someone  else's  phone.  There  is 
no  party  line  waiting,  no  one  else  to  pick  up  the 
phone  and  eavesdrop.  Confidential  information 
and  conversations  can  be  held  in  an  instant  with 
the  one  particular  person  that  is  needed. 

God  is  hke  that!  There  is  no  busy  signal  with 
God!  Isn't  it  great?  Any  time,  all  times,  no  party- 
line  waiting  or  eavesdropping.  Just  instant  con- 
tact with  the  One  you  need! 

(Leader's  Note:  Select  someone  to  read  the 
foUowing  Scripture.) 

Please  read  Mark  5:25-34  aloud  as  others  in  the 
group  follow  along  in  their  Bibles. 

This  scripture  is  a  familiar  one.  I'd  like  to  ex- 
amine the  motivation  that  caused  this  woman  to 
leave  her  home  (where  a  sick  person  was  expected 
to  stay  to  keep  from  contaminating  others),  to 
chance  being  recognized  in  the  throng  and  ridi- 
culed, to  hope  that  this  time  she  would  receive 
the  healing  that  she  had  been  seeiking  for  twelve 
years. 

Please  take  your  Bibles  and  read  verses  25  and 
26  of  Mark  5.  These  verses  give  you  her  condition, 
which  is  described  as  an  issue  of  blood  which  she 
had  had  for  twelve  years,  and  her  need  which  is 
healing.  She  had  tried  doctor  after  doctor,  spent 
all  her  money  and  only  grew  worse. 

Read  verse  27.  She  heard  about  what  Jesus  was 
doing  for  others.  BUnd  people  could  see  again, 
lepers  were  cured,  cripples  walked  and  leaped. 
Surely  one  who  could  do  these  things  would  be  the 
one  who  could  cure  her,  too.  Hope  sprang  into  her 
poor  heart  once  more.  This  was  such  an  urgent 
hope  that  she  felt  compelled  to  go  immediately  to 


find  Jesus.  She  disobeyed  the  Jewlsih  laws  Iby  leav- 
ing her  home.  These  laws  kept  disease  from  spread- 
ing among  people.  She  was  careful,  though,  that 
she  was  not  conspicuous.  She  made  her  way 
through  the  throng  of  people  that  followed  Jesus. 
She  came  to  him,  but  she  was  behind  him.  That 
was  good  enough!  She  surely  did  not  want  to  be 
publicly  recognized!  She  reached  out.  There!  Her 
fingers  touched  Jesus'  clothing.  In  her  mind  she 
just  kept  repeating  the  words  we  find  in  verse 
28.  "If  I  may  touch  but  ihis  clothes,  I  shall  be 
whole." 

In  verse  29  we  read  that  she  was  healed,  in- 
stantly. She  felt  it  in  her  body.  She  was  healed  of 
the  terrible  illness  that  had  plagued  her  for  twelve 
years.  This  must  have  happened  extremely  fast, 
but  she  was  not  the  only  one  who  had  felt  her 
healing.  Verse  39  says  that  Jesus  immediately 
turned  around  and  spoke  out,  asking,  "Who 
touched  my  clothes?" 

Read  verse  31.  Can't  you  see  the  disciples?  To 
them  it  was  an  utterly  ridiculous  thing  to  ask. 
So  many  people  pushing  in  so  closely,  how  could 
he  possibly  want  to  know  who  had  touched  his 
garment? 

Jesus  knew  for  whom  he  was  looking.  Verse  32 
shows  us  that  he  turned  his  gaze  upon  her. 

Verse  33  shows  us  a  picture  of  a  woman  wiho  is 
overwhelmed.  She  is  shaking,  filled  with  fear, 
wondearing  if  she  has  done  something  wrong  and 
knowing  that  the  thing  she  fears  most,  public 
attention,  has  happened.  She  speaks  the  truth, 
telling  Jesus  everything.  She  places  herself  at 
his  feet,  a  position  that  one  uses  when  they  areJ 
seeking  mercy  of  another  person.  I 

Verse  34.  What  a  strange  way  to  deal  with  this ' 
poor  woman.   Christ  has  made  her  a  public  ex- 
ample, now  he  teUs  her  that  she  can  go,  that  her 
faith   has   healed  'her,    and  that  she  may  go  in 
peace. 

Can  you  see  the  wisdom  in  this?  Many  times 
before  this  same  woman  had  hoped  and  even  had 
confidence    that   this   time   this   doctor  would   be 
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I  able  to  help  her.  Perhaps  she  even  felt  better  for 
a  while  after  she  had  seen  the  doctor,  but  always 
before,  the  symptoms  returned.  Each  time  she 
saw  another  doctor  she  dared  to  hope  but  always 
held  doubt  in  her  mind  of  her  healing,  and  as  she 
doubted  and  her  symptoms  returned  or  grew  worse 
she  established  a  pattern  of  response  to  the 
situation. 

Had  Jesus  not  made  an  object  of  her,  had  he 
not  forced  her  into  admitting  her  faith  in  him  and 
then  confirmed  with  her  that  what  she  had  felt 
he  had  felt  also,  she  may  again  have  gone  home 
with  the  pattern  of  doubting  taking  over  in  her 
life.  She  would  have  looked  for  symptoms  to  re- 
turn, in  a  sense  she  would  have  been  denying  her 
own  healing  and  providing  Satan  an  opportunity 
to  deceiver  her. 

I  view  this  woman's  experience  as  prayer  in 
action.  Let  me  outline  for  you  what  I  mean. 

The  woman  recognized  her  own  CONDITION 
and  NEED. 

She  RESONDED  by  hearing,  coming,  and 
touching. 

Her  FAITH  was  expressed  by  saying  "If  I  may 
TOUCH  but  his  clothes,  I  shaU  be  whole." 

HE  AT, TNG  was  given  in  direct  response  to  her 
faith. 

At  this  time  each  girl  should  take  her  paper 
and  pen  out.  From  the  top  to  the  bottom  of  the 
paper  draw  a  line  down  the  center  of  the  paper. 
At  the  top  over  the  left  column  write  these  words : 
If  This  Condition  is  Met:.  At  the  top  over  the 
right  column,  write  these  words:  This  is  the 
Result.  When  you  have  completed  the  headings 
on  your  paper  please  look  up  the  foDowing  scrip- 
ture references.  Write  the  scripture  reference  at 
the  left  margin  of  the  paper  on  the  line  which  you 
will  use  to  begin  your  entry.  When  you  find  the 
verse,  write  out  the  condition  to  be  met  in  the 
left  column  on  your  paper.  Then,  write  out  the 
result  from  that  reference  in  the  right  hand 
column.  After  you  finish  one  verse,  draw  a  line 
clear  across  the  paper  from  left  margin  to  right 
under  what  you  have  written.  Make  your  next 
entry  as  you  have  done  for  the  first  reference,  and 
continue  until  you  have  completed  the  list  of 
references. 

Matthew  21:21;  Matthew  21:22;  Matthew  18: 
19;  Matthew  18:20;  James  1:5-6;  James  5:13; 
James  5:14-15;  James  5:16;  John  15:7;  I  John 
3:22 

The  following  is  an  example  of  how  your  paper 
should  appear: 
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(Leader  please  read  the  following  section  aloud. 
Allow  ample  time  for  people  to  respond  to  the 
statements  made.) 

Read  Hebrews  4:14-16 

Please  stand  in  a  circle,  then  turn  your  back 
to  everyone  else. 

Now  let's  think  back  to  the  outUne  of  the  wom.an 
who  acted  out  prayer.  Each  person  here  must 
look  in  her  own  heart  as  we  think  on  the  following 
thoughts : 

What  is  YOUR  CONDITION  today?  As  you 
have  read  the  scripture  promises  of  Jesus  about 
prayer  do  you  measure  up  to  any  of  them?  Be 
real  with  God. 

What  is  your  NEED,  today?  Think  it  out  clearly 
in  a  one  sentence  statement. 

Are  you  RESPONDING  to  Jesus?  Are  you 
runrling  with  your  NEED  to  touch  Jesus  with  it? 
If  you  have  not  yet,  do  so  now,  RESPOND  to 
Jesus. 

Express  your  FAITH  in  a  way  that  you  can 
beUeve  Jesus  can  meet  your  need.  Put  it  in  one 
sentence,   such   as   "I   believe   that   Jesus   can  do 

(fUl  in  the  blank) in  order  that  my 

(NEED) can  be  met." 

Now  is  the  time  to  acknowledge  your  NEED 
being  met  in  whatever  form  it  has  taken.  Healing, 
solutions  to  problems,  assurance,  or  whatever 
Jesus  has  done  for  you. 

Please  turn  around  to  face  the  others  again. 
Several  of  you  may  wish  to  share  at  this  time 
how  Jesus  has  met  your  NEED  today. 

When  you  are  finished  sharing,  join  hands  and 
sing  an  appropriate  Praise  song  such  as  "Let's 
Just  Praise  the  Lord". 

Two  books  I  suggest  to  read  about  prayer  are: 

Hot  Line  to  Heaven  by  Frances  Gardner  Hunter, 
published  by  Warner  Press  and  Prayer,  Convers- 
ing- With  God  by  Rosalind  Rinker,  published  by 
Zondervan  Corporation. 


If  This  Condition  is  Met: 

Matt.  21:21  If  you  have  faith  and 
doubt  not — 'If  you  say  to  moimtain 
be  removed 


This  is  the  Result. 

It  shall  be  done. 


Matt.  21:22 


(Please  do  a  neat  jdb  so  that  when  you  are  fin- 
ished this  little  chart  can  be  used  frequently.  I 
expect  that  you  may  be  as  fascinated  by  it  as  I 
have  been.) 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 

by  Mrs.  Pauline  Benshoff 


THE  QUIET  PLACE 


Perhaps  some  "seed  thoughts  may  help  us  to 
establish  a  more  disciplined  hJe,  making  room 
for  the  most  important  part  that  can  save  a  lot 
of  heartaches  as  we  grow.  We  might  even  appre- 
ciate the  "quiet  place."  It  can  be  any  place  we  are 
alone  with  God.  Where  is  yours?  When  was  yours? 
Think  about  this  little  poem  as  we  begin  our  les- 
son this  month. 

On  Priorities 
We  take  time  to  eat,  We  take  time  to  sleep; 
But  to  pray,  we're  in  a  hurry; 
But  we'll  suffer  loss.  Our  time  will  be  dross, 
And  our  lives  a  continual  worry. 

The  Bible  Lesson:  Let's  read  responsively  Mat- 
thew 26:36-46. 

Conversational  Prayer:  Take  time  to  pray  for 
each  girl  there  and  see  the  difference  prayer 
makes. 

Leader's  Opening  Remarks:  As  we  were  read- 
ing the  Scripture  lesson  together  this  evening, 
were  you  thinking  as  I  was  about  how  much  time 
Jesus  spent  in  prayer  during  His  life  on  earth. 
He  prayed  early  in  the  morning  and  late  at  night. 
He  sacrificed  sleep  for  prayer.  On  the  night  of 
the  Crucifi.xion,  he  went  to  the  Garden  of  Geth- 
semane  to  pray.  Many  times  we  faU  to  continue 
to  be  in  prayer  just  like  the  disciples  did  that 
night.  Jesus  really  needed  their  prayer  support 
and  they  let  Him  down.  "God's  Minute"  at  the 
beginning  of  the  day  is  better  than  no  prayer  at 
all,  but  a  quiet  hour  will  do  more.  God  has  a  plan 
for  your  life,  but  you'll  never  know  what  it  is 
unless  you  talk  to  Him  about  it. 

Let's  plant  some  "Seed  Thoughts"  to  deter- 
mine where  we  all  stand  and  what  we  all  need  to 
do  to  improve  our  spiritual  selves  and  grow  in 
grace.  Jesus  prayed  until  the  Will  of  God  became 
clear  to  Him. 

First  Seed  Thought:  When  a  person  is  spirit- 
ually born  again  he  or  she  starts  a  new  life  similar 
to  that  of  a  new  born  infant  in  the  physical  world. 
The  very  same  rules  that  promote  health  in  babies 
must  be  followed  by  the  new  Christian  if  he  would 
enjoy  robust  spiritual  growth.  I'm  thinking  about 
DAILY  FOOD— "The  pure  rrdlk  of  the  Word."  To 
get  this  food  you  must  study  the  Word  and  assim- 
ilate it  by  meditating  upon  it.  (11  Tim.  2:15  cUid 
I  Peter  2:2) 

Second  Seed  Thought:  Without  good  FRESH 
AIR,  who  can  live  very  long?  So  fresh  air  is  essen- 
tial and  it  is  obtained  through  daily  prayer.  Prayer 
is  the  "oxygen  of  the  soul".  The  scriptures  teach 
us  that  if  we  don't  have  it,  we  will  "faint".  (Luke 
18:1  and  I  Thess.  5:17 »  Everytime  you  breathe  it 
should  be  a  reminder  of  how  much  or  how  little 
you  have  grown  spiritually.  Isn't  it  refreshing  to 
be  in  the  company  of  new  and  fresh  thoughts 
exhumed  by  an  alive  Christian?  Read  the  scrip- 
tures, read  good  Christian  books  and  magazines 
and  pray.  This  is  the  only  way  to  breathe  in  the 
Lord's  goodness,  then  you  must  be  willing  to  let 


your  life  overflow  into  the  lives  of  others.  But 
you  know  as  well  as  I  that  you  don't  go  far  on  an 
empty  oxygen  tank.  Prayer  is  the  Fresh  Air  you 
need. 

Third  Seed  Thought:  We  need  EXERCISE. 
When  we  don't  get  enough  exercise  we  tend  to 
get  fat  and  lazy.  When  we  aren't  about  our  Fath- 
er's Business  in  the  Christian  life,  we  also  get  lazy 
and  the  witnessing  goes  undone,  the  choir  couldn't 
sing  because  young  people  didn't  show  up  for 
practice,  few  people  attend  the  regular  services 
of  the  church  and  all  because  we're  fat  and  lazy. 
Fat  on  our  own  worth  and  Lazy  for  the  glory 
of  the  Lord.  How  much  have  you  exercised  lately? 

Fourth  Seed  Thought:  We  are  to  rely  on  the 
Lord  at  all  times.  REST  is  relying  on  the  Lord  in 
simple  faith.  Jesus  said  "Take  my  yoke  upon  you, 
and  learn  of  me;  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in 
heart;  and  ye  shall  have  rest  in  your  souls."  (Matt. 
11:29)  Also  in  Psalm  37:7a  we  read,  "Rest  in  the 
Lord  and  wait  patiently  for  Him."  In  verses  four 
and  five  of  Psalm  37  it  reads,  "Delight  thyself  also 
in  the  Lord;  and  He  shall  give  thee  the  desires 
of  thine  heart.  Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord; 
trust  also  in  Him  and  He  shall  bring  it  to  pass." 
Those  words  surely  bring  rest  to  your  so^uil  and 
peace  to  your  mind  for  you've  put  your  life  in 
His  Hands. 

Fifth  Seed  Thought:  How  wonderful  it  is  to 
have  CLEAN  SURROUNDINGS.  Babies  must  have 
them.  So  must  you  as  a  Christian.  Avoid  evil  com- 
pany and  any  evU  environment  that  tends  to 
soil  the  soul.  (I  Cor.  15:33  says,  "Be  not  deceived; 
evil  communications  corrupt  good  manners." 
II  Cor.  6:17,  18  says,  "Wherefore  come  out  from 
among  them,  and  be  ye  separate,  saith  the  Lord". 
And  Psalm  51:10  says  "Create  in  me  a  clean  heart 
O  God:  and  renew  a  right  spirit  within  me.  Let's 
perform  some  Spiritual  ecology  and  care  for  God's 
property  as  we  should,  that  includes  body,  soul 
and  spirit.  You  are  His  you  know. 

Sixth  Seed  Thought:  Have  REGULAR  CHECK- 
UPS. Mothers  are  constantly  checking  their  chil- 
dren's physical  being.  Wouldn't  it  be  great  if  we 
checked  up  on  everyone  that  often  for  spiritual 
difficulties.  Is  your  life  all  cleaned  up,  sins  for- 
given and  all  in  order?  Jesus  is  waiting  at  the 
Checkup  place  (your  "quiet  place  with  Him")  to 
help  get  your  spiritual  self  straightened  out.  Talk 
with  Him  often.  Don't  wait  for  a  crisis  to  occur, 
He's  interested  in  the  little  things  that  bug  us 
every  day. 

Let's  sing  Oh  How  I  Love  Jesus  softly  and  let 
this  chorus  close  your  meeting. 

Business: 

Refreslunents:  (While  your  hostess  is  getting 
refreshments  ready,  hand  each  girl  a  slip  of  paper 
and"  on  the  paper  tell  her  to  spell  the  word 
PRAYER  vertically.  Each  letter  to  be  the  begin- 
ning of  a  word  or  a  part  of  a  sentence  so  that  after 
you  finish  putting  the  words  together  it  will  tell 
What  you  think  prayer  is  or  What  it  means  to  you.) 
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WOMEN'S  LAB 


like    Dorcas    .    .    . 

'Good    Works    and    Almsdeeds 


Back  in  1965,  Mrs.  Charles  Munson,  who  had 
ibecome  concerned  with  World  Relief,  began  sewing 
to  help  the  needy  in  deprived  countries.  Gradually, 
she  aroused  other  women  of  the  Park  Street 
Church  (Ashland)  and  communicated  to  them  a 
like  concern  for  this  service. 

At  first,  the  only  place  available  for  the  work 
was  in  the  area  which  had  previously  served  as 
the  church's  coal  room;  however,  with  conversion 
to  gas  heat,  the  room  was  renovated  and  adapted 
to  sewing  activities. 

Of  course,  converted  coal  rooms  aren't  equipped 
for  sewing  production  lines;  hence,  there  were 
no  places  to  store  materials  or  finished  products. 
At  this  point,  the  church's  volunteer  construction 
man,  Mr.  Fixit  (L.  E.  Lindower),  took  over,  pro- 
viding shelves,  cupboards,  etc.,  to  expedite  the 
worthy  enterprise. 

Also,  having  only  one  or  two  sewing  machines 
available  kept  production  slowed  down.  Now  there 
are  nine  machines  m  this  busy  workshop,  three 
of  which  the  resourceful  workers  secured  with 
Tap  Value  stamps. 

Today,  ten  years  later,  a  group  meets  regularly 
on  Thursday  mornings  from  nine  until  twelve, 
sewing  for  those  in  need.  They  make  comforters, 
do  quilting,  and  construct  all  sorts  of  garments 
for  men,  women,  and  children;  shirts,  dresses, 
gowns,  blouses,  shorts — aU  from  donated  ma- 
terials. These  ingenious  workers  appear  to  be 
capable  of  performing  magic,  with  little  or  noth- 
ing, from  our  left-over  or  discarded  materials. 

Some  of  the  women  from  Brethren  Care  provide 
assistance  in  their  enterprise  by  cutting  patches 
for  and  knotting  co-mforters,  as  well  as  by  filling 
piUows  the  sewmg  group  make.  The  church 
women,  to  show  their  gratitude,  served  a  dinner 
for  their  helpers  from  Brethren  Care. 

Although  these  women  meet  primarily  to  work, 
at  about  ten  o'clock  on  sewing  days,  the  tradi- 
tional coffee  break  supplies  refreshment  Which 
the  women  take  turns  bringing.  The  short  inter- 
lude rests  tired  eyes  and  lingers  while  providing 
a  welcome  tune  for  sociaUzlng.  Generally  Pastor 
Beekley  and  Minister  of  Education  Jimmie  Geas- 


len  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  leave  the  study  briefly 
and  join  them  to  sample  the  goodies. 

These  women  are  displaying  the  love  that  Chris- 
tians show  for  others.  (Already  905  pounds  have 
been  sent  to  those  in  want.)  Aida  May  Munson 
is  to  be  heartUy  commended  for  initiating  this 
program  and  the  church  women  for  faithfully 
following  through  with  it.  Any  women  in  the  com- 
munity who  might  be  interested  in  this  enterprise 
are  most  cordially  welcome  to  join  with  them.  If 
one  were  to  ask  our  women  thus  busily  engaged 
how  great  is  their  concern  for  World  Relief,  they 
would  doubtless  reply,  "Oh,  sew,  sew." 

— il 


Mrs.  Ruth  Mundorf  demo7ist rates  that  a 
Singer  can  do  more  than  make  music.  With 
this  one  she  is  creating  a  colorful  pilloiv  for 
Brethren  Care. 
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by  Phil  Lersch,  Chairman 
Brethren  World  Relief  Board 


A  DETROIT  FILMMAKER'S  DIARY  OF  DESPAIR 

(Part  3  of  5) 

DOCUMENTING  THE  DROUGHT  AND 
DEATH  IN  AFRICA: 

[During  Christmas  vacation  in  1973  John 
Holmstrom  and  Bill  Baker  of  the  Ford  Motor 
Co.  traveled  to  Ujyper  Volta  and  Niger,  two 
African  countries  caught  in  the  grip  of  a  six- 
year-long  drought.  The  jnirpose  ivas  to  make 
a  film  depicting  tragic  conseqiiences — hun- 
ger, malnutrition,  star'vation — of  the  unpre- 
cedented di"ii  spell. 

The  film  was  iised  by  the  Woj'ld  Relief 
Commission  to  produce  the  movie  shoivn  at 
Gerieral  Conference  last  year  —  "Africa: 
Dry  Edge  of  Disaster."  It  is  still  available 
for  showing  in  local  Brethren  Churches  at 
no  charge.  Write:  World  Relief  Commission, 
Box  UU,  Valley  Forge,  Pa.  19481.  Following 
is  part  3  of  Mr.  Holstrom's  diary.] 

December  28,  1975  a  few  months  there  would  be  little  if  any  millet 

Last  night  we  stayed  in  the  home  of  missionary  as  the  crops  had  not  come  in  this  year  and  there 

Herib  NeiLson.   In  the  morning  he  takes  us  to  a  had  been  none  to  store  last  year.  Bill  and  I  are 

partially  deserted  village  which  I  film.  I  clamber  suddenly  aware  tliat  without  any  help  these  vill- 

into  a  millet  storage  hut  to  find  only  a  few  pathetic  agers  will  starve  to  death  in  a  few  months.  They 

stalks  at  the  bottom.  Normally  it  should  have  been  have   very   little   millet   left,    only   enoug^h   for   a 

full  to  provide  eight  or  nine  months  of  food  to  month  or  so.  No  crops  will  come  in  to  replace  the 

the  family.  I  also  film  a  zombie-like  boy,  his  eyes  present   supply.    Even   if  it   does   rain,   no   crops 

empty,   stornaoh  distended,   and  his  hair  starting  wiU  grow  at  this  late  date.  There  is  no  work  in 

to  turn  red,  the  classic  signs  of  malnutrition.  the  area  because  there  are  no  plants,   factories, 

After  fUrning  him  BiU  and  I  surreptitiously  give  stores,  or  anything  else, 
them  some  crackers  which  he  wolfs  down  with  After  filming  we  depart  for  Ougadougo  and  an 
no  expression.  We  have  to  be  careful  about  hand-  overnight  stay  before  we  go  to  Niger.  I  look  out 
ing  out  food.  The  missionaries  say  if  you  gave  to  the  window  at  the  forlorn,  empty  huts  vacated 
one  you  could  start  a  stampede  or  if  you  gave  by  the  villagers.  If  I  lost  my  job,  my  savings,  my 
them  the  wrong  food,  it  could  hurt  their  digestive  car,  my  belongings,  I  could  figure  numerous  ways 
system.  This  was  the  case  recently  when  well  to  survive.  I  could  wash  cars,  pick  up  pop  bottles, 
meaning  American  aid  provided  some  Africans  cut  lawns,  borrow  money  from  friends,  move  in 
with  a  low  grade  sorghum  for  cattle.  Since  their  with  my  parents,  or  brothers,  but  these  Africans 
cattle  had  died,  they  ate  the  sorghum  and  many  .  .  .  where  can  they  go,  what  can  they  do?  Now, 
died  from  food  poisoning.  I  think,  as  I  balance  out  my  middle-class,  college- 
The  village  is  partially  deserted.  Half  the  occu-  educated  experiences  with  the  reality  of  life  in 
pants  have  moved  north  in  hopes  of  finding  better  a  drought-stricken  country,  I  understand  how  un- 
living conditions  and  jobs.  Most  of  the  kids  in  the  portant  our  project  is.  Only  through  this  film 
village  are  spindly  but  only  a  few  look  really  can  Americans  understand  droug'ht  and  its 
undernourished.  The  missionaries  explain  that  in  consequences. 
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With  Tom  Bums  at  the  wheel  our  car  hixrtles 
towards  Ougadougo.  Tom  likes  to  drive  on  the 
wrong  side  of  the  road.  I  am  too  tired  and  over- 
whelmed by  my  thoughts  to  care.  Tom  reassures 
us  by  saying,  "There  always  seems  to  be  fewer 
bumps  on  this  side!"  Who  am  I  to  argue  with 
someone  who  has  driven  in  Africa  27  years? 

In  Ougadougo  we  stay  at  the  Independence 
Hotel.  It  is  occupied  by  French  people  and  the 
swimming  pool  is  full  of  dirt  as  a  result  of  the 
dust  that  hangs  over  the  city.  In  contrast  to  the 
food  we  get  from  the  imissionaries'  homes,  the 
hotel  food  is  poor.  I  go  right  to  bed  but  Bill  goes 
souvenlor  hunting. 

December  29,  1975 

The  trip  to  Niamey,  Niger,  takes  seven  hours 
and  is  broken  only  iby  a  stop  along  the  road  for 
lunch.  Tom  has  a  large  "chop  box"  as  he  calls  it, 
and  quickly  cooks  up  pork  and  beans.  Along  with 
bread,  potato  chips  and  water,  we  enjoy  a  filling 
meal.  The  missioinaries  are  supported  by  various 
groups  and  churches  and  never  leave  America 
without  enough  money  and  supplies  for  their 
tours  in  foreign  countries.  Thus,  they  have  ample 
supplies  even  though  the  local  food  sources 
fluctuate. 

The  missionaries'  prime  purpose  is  to  convert; 


people  to  Christianity.  But  now  they  are  involved 
in  various  programs,  the  WORLD  BELIEF  COM- 
MISSION being  one,  to  alleviate  the  effects  of 
the  drought.  They  must  not  only  run  their  church- 
es, schools,  and  educational  programs,  they  must 
minister  to  nations  that  are  slowly  starving  and 
to  help  set  up  ways  to  keep  these  people  aUve. 

As  we  eat  we  are  joined  by  several  boys  from 
a  nearby  vUlage  and  they  silently  watch.  One 
youth  has  a  cane  and  his  lower  legs  are  twice 
the  normal  size.  I  give  the  boys  some  cheese  and 
raisins  and  they  wave  good-bye  to  us  as  we  pull 
back  onto  the  road  to  Niger. 

After  several  hours  we  stop  in  front  of  two 
battered  steel  drums  holding  a  long,  'bent  pipe. 
It  is  the  border,  and  the  heat  of  the  day  prevents 
the  guards  from  leaving  their  border  station. 
Tom  takes  all  our  passports  in  and  10  minutes 
later  the  pipe  is  dropped  and  we  head  into  Niger. 
Tom  tells  us  that  crossing  borders  can  be  a  prob- 
lem, particularly  if  you  axe  making  a  film.  Several 
countries,  Mali  and  Mauritania,  were  not  allowing 
film  crews  into  their  countries,  due  to  the  horrors 
that  were  evidently  commonplace  as  a  result  of 
the  drought.  African  governments,  inexperienced 
in  disaster  reUef,  have  made  serious  mistakes  and 
do  not  wish  the  western  world  to  make  fUm 
repoirts  about  It. 


VALLEY  FORGE,  PA.— Sarrie  Doyle,  a  journal- 
ist with  experience  in  both  the  seciilar  and  relig- 
ious press,  has  been  named  Director  of  Commun- 
ications for  the  World  Relief  Commission,  Execu- 
tive Vice  President  Everett  S.  Graffam  has 
announced. 

Mr.  Doyle  was  formerly  assistant  news  editor 
of  Christianity  Today,  a  prestigeous  evangelical 
publication.  He  has  also  served  as  a  general  news 
reporter  for  two  of  Canada's  largest  newspapers, 
the  Toronto  Daily  Star  and  the  Toronto  Telegram 
and  was  religion  editor  for  the  Kitchener-Waterloo 
Record  in  Kitchener,  Ontario. 

The  Valley  Forge-based  World  Relief  Commis- 
sion is  the  overseas  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Association  of  Evangelicals  representing  more 
than  38,000  churches  and  providing  relief  to  dis- 
aster-stricken areas  of  the  world.  World  Relief 
Commission  has  played  an  important  part  in  the 
distribution  of  food,  medicine,  clothing,  and  other 
supplies  to  sub-Sahara  Africa,  Bangladesh,  Viet- 
nam, Honduras,  and  other  nations  ravaged  by 
natural  disaster  or  war.  In  addition,  WRC  has 
provided  leadership  to  assist  nations  in  long-term 
relief,  nutrition  clinics,  day  care  and  vocational 
training  centers  and  a  major  project  of  a  120 
bed  children's  hospital  in  Vietnam. 

At  the  Commission  Mr.  Doyle's  duties  will  in- 
clude pubUc  relations,  coordination  of  all  com- 
mimications  activities,  including  production  of 
radio  and  television  materials. 

iFroan  WRC  News  release 
February  5,  1975 
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Church  Growth  Chronicle 


Goals  and  nurrtbers — ^unspiritual? 

Numbers  and  mathematical  references  have  al- 
ways been  prominent  in  the  Church  Growth 
picture.  In  the  very  beginning  of  the  chur<yh's 
history  we  read  "There  were  added  ttiree  thousand 
souls"  Acts  2:41b;  "And  the  Lord  added  to  the 
church  daily  such  as  should  be  saved  (better — 
who  were  being  saved)."  Acts  2:47b;  "and  the 
number  of  the  men  was  about  five  thousand" 
Acts  4:4b;  "the  number  of  the  disciples  was 
multiplied"  Acts  6:1a;  and  "multiplied  greatly" 
Acts  6:7b. 

Jesus  set  the  goals  for  the  church  In  the  great 
Commission.  They  were  Implicitly  number  goals 
for  every  generation  from  the  time  it  was  given 
until  now.  Specific  numbers  were  not  given  be- 
cause it  was  to  be  a  changing  picture  due  to  pop- 
ulation growth  and  changes  in  national  boundaries 
and  makeup.  Note  that  He  said,  "Go,  teach  (dis- 
ciple) all  nations".  At  any  given  moment  this  is 
numerical — involving  the  number  of  nations  and 
the  total  of  its  papulation.  Truly  a  universal 
commission. 

Numbers  stand  for  people — ^lost  sheep  'God  wants 
found.  This  should  be  no  surprise  to  us.  Prisoners 
are  known  on  their  records  by  number  rather  than 
by  name.  Multitudes  in  our  nation  are  identified 
by  their  Social  Security  numbers.  Numbers  stand 
for  people. 


Christ's  commission  goal  is  too  great  and  chang- 
ing for  us  to  grasp,  so  it  is  fitting  and  practical 
for  us  to  set  adjustable  goals  for  the  number  of  : 
lost  sheep  we  are  trusting  Christ  to  help  us  find 
in  our  own  responsibility  area — an  attainable 
number  attainable  by  the  help  and  grace  of  God. 

You  have  just  completed  your  1974  stewardship 
reports.  What  does  the  record  of  your  congrega- 
tion show?  A  gain  or  a  loss?  This  represents  what 
you  have  allowed  the  Holy  Spirit  to  do  in  the 
way  of  fulfilling  the  Great  Commission  in  one 
whole  year.  More  important — ^How  many  were 
newly  brought  to  Christ  rather  than  transferred 
from  other  churches?  We  are  happy  to  have  trans- 
fers of  people  to  help  us  witness  and  work  for 
Christ  but  the  real  Church  Growth  involves  those 
who  have  come  to  Christ  for  the  first  time. 

So  let's  not  get  hung  up  on  the  idea  that  num- 
bers are  unspiritual.  This  is  a  Satanic  "cop  out." 
Remember  that  Jesus  said,  "Disciple  all  nations." 
That  is  a  numerical  concept.  The  early  church 
records  clearly  emphasized  the  importance  of  a 
numerical  record.  Numerical  goals  place  respon- 
sibility upon  those  who  have  been  found  by  Christ 
to  help  Him  find  others  who  are  lost.  As  poorly 
as  rwe  function  in  seeking  the  lost,  I  am  amazed 
that  God  has  chosen  us  as  his  witnesses  but  both 
the  trust  and  responsibility  are  ours — ^lost  people 
are  dependent  upon  us  for  the  words  of  life.  Yet 
remember  we  are  not  alone,  "For,  lo,  I  am  with 
you,  always."  Matt.  28:20b. 
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World   Religious   News 

in   Review 


'JOHN  THE  BAPTIST  A  WEVNER, 
ALVIN  THE  BAPTIST  A  LOSER' 

ST.  PAUL  (EPJ— Alvin  Dark,  manager  of  the 
Oakland  Athletics,  which  won  baseballs  World 
Series  in  October,  says  that  he  tries  to  manage  the 
team  "like  Jesus  Christ  would." 

Speaking  at  a  Founders'  Week  banquet  at  Bethel 
College  and  Seminary  in  suburban  Arden  HUls, 
Mr.  Dark  said  he  had  dedicated  his  life  to  Christ 
2%  years  ago. 

Bible  in  hand,  he  appeared  before  900  persons 
at  the  banquet. 

He  quoted  from  the  Book  of  Jeremiah  when  he 
was  aked  what  Charlie  Finley,  the  Athletics'  con- 
troversial owner,  will  do  to  make  up  for  the  loss 
'  of  ace  pitcher  Catfish  Hunter  to  the  New  York 
Yankees.  His  quotation: 

"Call  unto  Me  and  I  wiU  answer  thee  and  shew 
thee  great  and  mighty  things  which  thou  knowest 
not." 

Mr.  Dark  said  his  Bible-based  replies  to  ques- 
tions by  Oakland  reporters  during  the  season 
brought  a  lot  of  kidding,  maybe  some  of  it  on  the 
square,  from  Mr.  Finley. 

"You  know  I'm  boss.  Don't  keep  talking  about 
I  the  Bible,"  Mr.  Dark  quoted  Mr.  Finley  as  telling 
him.  And  later  on  in  the  season,  when  the  Texas 
I  Rangers  were  coming  strong  and  the  Oakland 
1  lead  was  evaporating,  Mr.  Finley  announced  at  a 
I  dinner  at  which  Mr.  Dark  was  present: 
j  "John  the  Baptist  was  a  winner.  Alvin  the  Bap- 
I  tist  is  a  loser.  Tell  us  how  you  lost  today,  Alvin." 

But,  later  after  a  long  interview  had  appeared 
on  the  manager's  Christian  principles,  Mr.  Finley 
told  Mm:  "If  it  means  that  much  to  you,  go  ahead 
and  talk  about  the  Bible. 

Mr.  Dark  says,  "From  then  on,  Charlie  Finley 
was  my  best  friend." 

Also,  by  the  end  of  the  World  Series,  the  Ath- 
letics' big  names  Who  had  frequently  criticized 
his  managing  earlier  were  outspoken  in  their 
praise. 

Mr.  Dark  was  introduced  at  the  Bethel  banquet 
by  his  wife,  Jackie.  It  was  appropriate,  he  said, 
because  it  was  at  her  insistence  that  he  joined 
her  Bible  class  in  1972  when  major  league  baseball 
didn't  want  him  and  golf  was  his  major  interest. 
It  no  longer  is. 


40%  IN  U.S.  ATTEND  CHURCH 
OR  SYNAGOGUE— GALLUP  POLL 

PRINCETON,  N.J.  (EP)— Forty  per  cent  of  the 
U.S.  adult  population  attended  church  or  syna- 
gogue in  a  typical  week  in  1974,  the  same  level 
reported  in  three  previous  years,  the  Gallup  Poll 
reported  here. 

Between  1958  and  1971,  churchgoing  slipped 
nine  percentage  points,  the  Gallup  researchers 
indicated.  The  survey  organization  said  there  was 
little  change  in  1974  church  attendance  patterns 
among  Protestants  and  CathoUcs  from  those  re- 
ported in  1973  when  37  per  cent  of  the  Protestants 
and  55  per  cent  of  the  CathoUcs  went  to  worship 
in  a  typical  week. 

Protestant  attendance  has  remained  constant 
since  1964,  but  Catholic  attendance  feU  16  per- 
centage points  between  1964  and  1971. 


DALLAS  (EP)— Professional  footbaU  and  base- 
ball players  will  gather  here  for  the  5th  Annual 
Pro  Athletes  Conference  Feb.  12-16,  sponsored  by 
Athletes  in  Action,  the  Pro  World  Chaplaincy,  Pro 
Athletes  Outreach  and  the  Baseball  Chapel. 

The  conference,  to  be  held  at  the  Airport  Marina 
Hotel,  is  designed  to  provide  training  for  the 
athletes  in  Christian  principles  and  to  aid  them 
to  better  communicate  their  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 


BUCKLEY    RE-SUBMITS   AMENDMENT 
TO  PROTECT  THE  'UNBORN' 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)— Sen.  James  L. 
Buckley  has  re-introduced  a  proposed  constitu- 
tional amendment  covering  abortion  that  would 
protect  the  unborn. 

The  amendment  first  introduced  May  31,  1973, 
died  in  committee  last  year.  It  seeks  to  reverse 
the  1973  Supreme  Court  decisions  which,  in  effect, 
prohibit  states  from  outlawing  abortions  during 
the  first  24  weeks  of  pregnancy. 

As  re-introduced  in  the  94th  (Congress,  the  Buck- 
ley amendment  defines  a  "person"  entitled  to 
constitutional  quarantees  of  life  as  "including  .  .  . 
unborn  offspring  at  every  stage  of  their  biological 
development."  It  would  permit  an  abortion  only 
if  the  life  of  the  woman  were  in  danger. 
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RUMOR  ABOUT  CHRIST  IS  WRONG 


by  Dan  Brenner 


Many  pyeople  speak,  in  ignorance,  of  Christ  as 
just  a  good  man  or  a  great  moral  teacher.  It 
seems  this  rumor  got  started  as  people  failed  to 
examine  all  the  historical,  factual  and  logical 
evidence  which  supports  the  Christ  in  His  true 
title:  that  is,  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God. 

Any  historian  or  any  student  wishing  to  pursue 
the  idea  will  find  that  the  Bible  is  the  most  accur- 
ate historical  account  of  the  time  and  person  of 
Christ.  Even  great  atheists  will  not  dispute  its 
claims  to  be  historical  documents:  that  is,  words 
actually  spoken,  deeds  actually  done  and  claims 
which  were  openly  made.  On  the  basis  of  the 
Scriptures,  we  see  Jesus'  life  and  claims  focusing 
on  one  point — this  is  His  claim  to  be  God  (Mark 
14:61-64,  John  10:33-38;  3:35,  5:19-27,  6:27,  14:13, 
etc.).  Taking  this  claim  into  consideration,  we  are 
faced  with  two  cdtematives,  which  I  wUl  outline 
below. 

Jesus'  claims  to  be  God  were  so  direct  and 
specific  that  the  "good  man"  image  could  not  have 
possibly  be  an  alternative.  Let  me  present  exam- 
ples. When  Christ  made  his  claims  to  be  God,  if 
he  really  knew  he  was  not  God,  then  he  was  a 
Uar.  Now  if  he  was  a  liar,  he  was  also  a  hypocrite 
because  he  told  others  to  be  honest  whatever  the 
cost.  On  top  of  this  he  must  have  been  demonic,  if 


liar,  because  he  told  others  to  trust  in  him  for 
eternal  life.  Finally,  if  his  claims  were  not  true, 
then  he  was  a  fool  because  it  was  these  claims  of 
his,  his  claims  to  be  God,  which  finally  led  to  his 
crucifixion. 

C.  S.  Lewis,  writes,  "You  can  shut  Him  up  for  a 
fool,  you  can  spit  at  Him  and  kUl  Him  as  a  demon, 
or  you  can  fall  at  His  feet  and  call  Him  Lord  and 
God.  But  let  us  not  come  up  with  any  patronizing 
nonsense  about  His  being  a  great  human  teacher, 
He  has  not  left  that  open  to  us.  He  did  not  intend 
to." 

Therefore,  since  Christ's  claims  were  true,  you 
are  personally  left  with  two  alternatives.  1)  To 
ask  Him  into  your  life  as  Lord  and  Savior,  to  for- 
give your  sins,  and  be  ready  to  receive  His  love 
and  His  gift  of  eternal  life,  or  2)  You  can  be  a  fool 
and  reject  Christ.  For  not  to  accept  Him  is  to 
reject  Him. 

If  this  appears  to  be  too  shabby  evidence  for 
you,  Then  I  challenge  you  to  deepen  your  study. 
An  excellent  book  on  the  subject  is  Evidence  That 
Demands  a  Verdict,  by  Josh  McDowell.  This  can 
be  purchased  at  the  Brethren  Bookstore,  across 
from  the  Chapel.  The  evidence  is  clear,  even  from 
a  secular  stand^point.  Make  your  choice. 
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"A  Search  For  Truth"  an  autobiography  by 
Albert  T.  Ronk  is  now  available.  It  is  a  memorable 
book  of  many  of  the  incidents  of  this  man  whose 
love  of  the  Brethren  Church  has  been  exemplified 
in  many  places  of  a  geographical  nature,  in  many 
phases  of  participation  in  church  activities,  pas- 
toral and  a  host  of  others. 

This  book  was  printed  as  a  memorial  volume 
in  a  Umited  edition  by  the  Ronk  family  and  the 
Book  and  Pamphlet  Commission.  It  is  available 
at  the  Brethren  Publishing  Company  Bookstores 
in  Ashland,  Ohio  and  Plymouth,  Indiana. 

The  price  of  this  book  is  $1.00  plus  350  postage 
and  handling  charge. 

Send  for  your  copy  to: 

THE  BRETHREN  BOOKSTORE 
524  College  Avenue  110  West  LaPorte  Street 

Ashland,  Ohio  44805    or    Plymouth,  Indiana  46563 
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INTERNATIONAL  HOTEL 

April  8-10  in  Los  Angeles 

NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  EVANGELICALS 

33rd  Annual  Convention 

'^9  ■    M-^      '■''  ' 


THEME 


Let  the 
.  Earth 
hear.His 

\()ice 


RECESSION    DEPRESSION  and  obsession  of  all  kinds  runs  rampant  in  our  world 
today     People  no  longer  hold  much  belief  that  tomorrow  will  be  better.    Instead, 
from  college  student  to  bricklayer,  from  politician  to  philosopher,  all  seem  to  be 
saying,  "do  your  own  thing"  and  "get  it  while  you  can," 

Permissiveness  has  become  a  protective  coat  in  many  corners  of  the  world  while  in 
others  there  is  only  disaster,  hunger  and  death.    Never  before  in  the  history  of  man 
have  so  many  had  so  little  of  that  precious  salve,  hope.    People  give  up,  but  God 
does  not.    People  grow  cold,  selfish  arid  unloving.    God's  love  in  Jesus  Christ  melts 
the  hardest  heart.    "Let  the  Earth  Hear  His  Voice." 


How  can  we  evangelicals  carry  the  light  of  the  Gospel  into  the  dreary,  hopeless 
darkness  all  around  us?   How  can  we  become  those  exact  vessels  needed  by  Him 
right  where  we  live  and  work?   NAE  Convention  has  traditionally  been  that  practi 
cal  reference  point,  tliat  impetus  to  new  and  better  service  through  the  church. 

As  we  care  enough,  the  earth  will  hear  His  voice.   Join  us  in  Los  Angeles  and 
throughout  the  year  as  we  pray  and  work  together. 


(^£.^^ 
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NEWS  BRIEFS 


VATIONAL  LEADERS  TO  ADDRESS 
teVANGEUCALS  EV  LOS  ANGELES 

i  WHEATON,  HI.— Dr.  W.  A.  Criswell,  well-known 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Churah  (SBC)  in  Dallas, 
Tex.  will  give  the  keynote  address  at  the  33rd 
Annual  Convention  of  the  National  Association  of 
jBvangelicals  in  Los  Angeles,  April  8-10. 
:  Other  national  evangelical  leaders  will  address 
'meetings  of  the  three-day  convention,  set  for  the 
International  Hotel,  as  more  than  a  thousand 
clergymen  and  laity  assemble  from  across  the  na- 
tion. Scheduled  are:  Dr.  Billy  A.  Melvm,  NAE 
executive  director  on  Wednesday  momirag;  Dr. 
Leigihton  Ford,  associate  evangelist,  BiUy  Graham 
Evangelistic  Association,  Wednesday  evening;  Dr. 
iBen  F.  Reid,  pastor  of  First  Church  of  God 
I  {Anderson,  Ind.)  of  Los  Angeles,  Thursday  rnom- 
ing;  and  Dr.  Paxil  Toms,  pastor.  Park  Street 
Church,  Boston,  and  president  of  the  NAE,  at  the 
closing  sessions  Thursday  evening. 

Theme  for  the  convention  is  based  on  that  of 
the  Lausanne  Congress,  "Let  the  Earth  Hear  His 
Voice." 

Other  features  of  the  convention  program  will 
include  some  50  worksihop  and  seminar  sessions 
scheduled  by  the  commissions  and  affiliates  of 
NAE,  special  music  and  exhibits. 
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MOVING  TO  NEW  ADDRESS? 

Please  notify  us  at  least 
3  weeks  in  advance 


Name  of  Subscriber     (Please  print  or  type) 


No.  and  Street,  Apt.,  Suite,  P.O.  Box  or  R.D.  No. 


Post  Office,  State,  and  Zip  Code 


Date  of  Address  Change 


WOODSY  OWL,  the  anti-poUution  spokesbird  for 
the  U.S.  Forest  Service  says: 

Carry  a  litter  bag  in  your  car  and  boat.  Bring  it 
home  and  dispose  of  it  properly,  after  your  trip. 


Did  You  Know?  A  tub  bath  requires  between 
30  to  40  gallons  of  water,  while  a  shower  takes 
only  20  to  30  gaUions. 


L 


WOODSY  OWL  FOR 

NATURAL  BEAUTY 

We  just  can't  depend  on  the  ottier  guy  to  keep  our 
outdoors  beautiful.  It's  up  to  eacti  and  every  one  of 
us  to  prevent  sight  pollution  and  to  make  America  a 
better  place  to  live   For  ways  you  can  help,  send  for 
Woodsy  Owl's  anti-pollution  posler.  it's  yours  free 
when  you  write  Woodsy  Owl,  Forest  Service.  U  S  D  A  , 
Washington,  DC,  20250 

And  remember,  give  a  hoot,  don't  pollute. 
Don't  be  a  dirty  bird,  no  matter  where  you  go. 


n 
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Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
910  Center  -  -       - 

Ashlan<J,  Ohlo-M805 


HISTORY  OF 
ETHREN  MISSIONARY  MOVEMENTS    | 

by  DR.  ALBERT  T.  RONK 


INVALUABLE  AS  A 
RESOURCE  BOOK 

HrSTORY  STUDY 

GUIDE  TO  THE  CURRENT 
MISSIONARY  PROGRAM 


SEND  FOR  YOUR  COPY  TO 
BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  CO. 
524  COLLEGE  AVE. 
ASHLAND,  OHIO  44805 


$2.25  plus  350  postage 
and  handling 

Ohio  residents  add  ll* 
required  sales  tax. 
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TENTH  ANNIVERSARY 
of  Brethren  World  Relief 


EN  YEARS  of  providing 
lokies  .  .  .  and  love  .  .  .  and 
hrist  .  .  .  for  kids  like  these 
t  Hoa  Kkanh  Children's 
lospital  in  Vietnam. 


"One  gives  away,  and  still 
he  grows  the  richer; 

Another  keeps  what-  he  should 
give,  and  is  the  poorer." 

(Proverbs  11 :2^,  Moffatt) 


APRIL  IS   WORLD   RELIEF   MONTH 

See  fra^e^  f2-f9 
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'Channels  of  your  love" 


II  Peter  1:19-21     So  we  are  ever  more  confident 

of  the  message  proclaimed  by  the  prophets.  You^ 

will  do  well  to  pay  attention  to  it,  because  it  is 

like  a  lamp  shining  in  a  dark  place,  until  the  Day 

dawns  and  the  light  of  the  morning  star  shines 

in  your  hearts.  ^i 

Thank  you.  Lord,  for  your  gift  of  life,  I 

one  day  at  a  time.  " 

Thank  you,  too,  for  choosing  us 

to  work  in  fieilds  of  Thine. 
We  know  that  you  speak  to  us 

only  through  another. 
The  saving  power  of  the  Cross 

is  told  us  by  a  brother. 
Like  lamps  shmning 

in  the  dark  of  night — 
Christians  go  to  those  who  live 

seemingly  without  sight. 
Until  Day  dawns  for  them 

and  they  see  the  Morning  Star — 
We'll  serve  as  channels  of  your  love, 
no  matter  where  we  are. 

Helen  Bamhart 
Copyright  C 
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By  the  Way 
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ON  B.  0. 


No,  this  is  not  a  caption  that  may  deal  with  the 
commercial  aspects  of  a  deodorant  in  a  television 
|or  radio  commerical,  newspaper  or  magazine  ad. 
i  Recently  I  received  a  bulletin  ifrom  one  of  our 
distributors  of  Christian  literature  which  began 
with  this  statement  printed  in  bold  face  type: 
"Some  days  it  appears  the  whole  world  is  on  back 
order."  This  statement  was  in  reference  to  many 
orders  that  could  not  be  filled  as  many  of  the 
publishers  this  distribution  firm  represented  were 
out  of  stock  in  many  of  their  titles. 

This  statement  set  me  to  thinking  that  the 
whole  world  really  is  on  back  order,  not  so  much 
in  the  way  of  religious  books,  but  in  many  other 
respects.  As  the  owners  and  operators  of  religious 
bookstores,  under  circumstances  as  these,  we  can 
only  advise  our  customers  why  the  book  is  tem- 
porarily unavailable  and  customer  and  store  own- 
ers just  wait  patiently  until  (book  or  fcooks  are 
availaible  again. 

But  what  about  things  that  may  be  on  back  order 
other  than  the  religious  !books  just  mentioned? 
Things  related  to  our  dally  hving  and  even  our 
very  existence.  We  might  mention  patience,  toler- 
ance. Involvement,  patriotism,  concern,  just  for 
consideration. 

When  it  comes  to  patience,  perhaps  it  is  very 
rare  that  one  may  find  a  person  such  as  Ralph 
Waldo  Emerson  may  have  had  in  mind  when  he 
penned  these  words;  "Adopt  the  pace  of  nature: 
her  secret  is  patience."  Take  a  good  look  around 
you  and  perhaps  you  may  notice  that  in  every 
phase  of  every  day  liife  we  may  see  someone  taking 
an  attitude  which  resembles  a  iprayer  once  heard, 
'^ord,  please  give  rne  patience,  but  I  WANT 
IT  RIGHT  NOW!" 

As  we  view  the  subject  of  tolerance  for  a  mo- 
ment one  might  wonder  just  how  Coleridge  may 
have  worded  his  opinion  of  tolerance  were  he  to 
oibserve  the  way  it  is  being  exemplified  in  our 
day.  He  said,  "I  have  seen  gross  intolerance  shown 
in  support  of  tolerance."  If  he  could  only  see  what 
society  is  tolerating  in  this,  the  latter  portion  of 
the  twentieth  century,  and  where  it  is  lacking  in 
tolerance.  This  is  where  priorities  are  getting 
mixed  up  a  ibit.  Intalerance  of  others  and  liberties. 
It  has  tbeen  said  that  "liberty  is  always  dangerous, 
but  it  is  the  only  thing  we  have",  (Fosdick)  and 
our  constitution  is  stm  the  best  authority  as  to 
the  origin  of  our  unalienable  rights. 

As  to  involvement — ,  WeU,  let  us  just  say  that 
if  society  would  be  willing  to  ibecome  involved  in 
the  troubles,  financial  and  physical:  interests, 
spiritual:  care,  from  health  and  welfare  aspects 
of  its  fellow  man  as  much  as  it  seems  to  want  to 
be  involved  in  the  .personal  lives  of  others,  the 
most  importemt  facets  of  life  w^ould  he  perhaps  a 


bit  more  pleasureable  for  all.  It  seems  that  the 
longer  the  watergates  are  left  open  the  more 
pollution  in  society  and  especially  in  government 
is  left  to  seep  through.  Let's  get  some  ecology 
moving  in  other  directions  also. 

A  good  way  to  start  is  to  revive  the  dying  pa- 
triotism in  our  land.  If  you  doubt  that  patriotism 
is  gasping  for  breath  ask  your  friends  and  neigh- 
bors if  they  can  recite  the  pledge  of  allegiance. 
Find  out  if  it  is  still  a  part  of  the  opening  moments 
of  classes  in  our  schools.  Look  around  you  as  you 
stand  on  the  cuilbstone  watching  a  parade  pass 
by  and  see  how  much  respect  is  shown  to  Old 
Glory"  as  she  is  carried  by  the  marchers.  Observe 
the  audience  and  participants  of  some  sports 
event  as  the  National  Anthem  is  being  played  or 
sung. 

So  there  is  corruption  and  disgrace  in  our  gov- 
ernment and  some  of  its  leadership.  There's  plenty 
of  it  in  our  society  outside  of  government  also, 
but  is  that  any  reason  we  are  to  spit  on  our  flag 
or  misuse  it  or  see  how  hard  we  can  chew  our 
bubblegum  impatiently  while  the  Star's-Spangled 
Banner  is  being  put  to  music  with  the  "c'mon, 
let's  get  on  with  the  game"  attitude  written  all 
over  our  face? 

Ben  Song  is  travelling  throughout  the  world 
with  a  wonderful  singing  group  from  Korea  and 
when  asked,  why  he  was  so  anxious  to  tour  the 
U.S.  he  said,  "I'm  here  to  pay  my  debt  to  America." 
Read  his  ibiography  and  find  out  why  he  is  indebted 
to  America.  Travel  throughout  the  rest  of  the 
world  and  find  out  first  hand  why  we  should  be 
indebted  to  our  homeland. 

Just  a  few  words  aibout  concern  being  on  back 
order  and  this  may  well  be  tied  in  with  what  is 
said  a:bout  involvement.  In  this  respect  I  might 
refer  to  a  character  cartoon  published  in  THE 
BRANCH  depicting  a  person  saying  "I  was  sick 
and  tired  of  hearing  about  war,  prejudice,  hatred, 
...  so  I  finally  decided  to  do  something  about  it. 
Earplugs." 

With  the  coming  Bicentennial  to  be  celebrated 
I  am  curious  as  to  whether  it  may  toe  observed 
only  in  Boston  and  Philadelphia  with  the  rest  of 
the  country  more  concerned  with  as  the  title  of 
a  new  book  may  suggest,  The  iGospel  According 
To  Wall  Street,  or  wUl  all  of  the  United  States 
join  in  the  celeibration  with  much  prayer  of  thanks- 
giving for  a  land  that  was  endowed  to  us  by  our 
forefathers  who  based  their  beliefs  and  handed 
down  to  us  those  rights  that  were  conceived  with 
a  baokgromid  of  The  Gospel  According  to  Our 
Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ. 

(G.S.) 
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MISStOH^RV 
M£t¥S 


TREASURES  EROM  THE  DESERT 


by  Rev.  William  Curtis 


" — having  the  everlasting  Gospel  to  preach  unto 
them — ^to  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue 
and  people".    Matthew  14:6 

A  letter  is  received  at  Box  6002  m  Tucson.  It 
reads : 

Senor  Curtis: 

I  hope  that  this  letter  finds  you  in  as  good 
health  as  myself,  thanks  to  God.  Friend 
Curtis,  I  heard  on  the  7-adio  of  the  Four 
Spiritual  Laws  and  I  am  very  much  inter- 
ested that  you  send  me  this  free  booklet. 
At  this  moment  I  wish  greatly  to  know  about 
the  word  of  God. 

Thank  You.  Your  friend  and  servant 
Joaquin  Figueroa  P. 

Since  the  return  address  on  the  envelope  gave 
a  clear  street  address,  I  drove  to  the  ranch  on  the 
east  side  of  Tucson  to  meet  the  sender,  giving 
him  the  booklet  "Four  Spiritual  Laws"  along  with 
the  New  Testament  in  Spanish.  From  our  first 
encounter  with  this  young  Mexican  boy  of  23,  it 
has  been  my  job  to  lead  him  to  the  Lord  and 
meet  with  him  every  Monday  evening  for  Bible 
class.  Later,  he  asked  me  for  the  whole  Bible  and 
now  reads  from  the  Old  and  New  Testament  each 
day.  He  has  already  covered  several  books  of  the 
Bible.  What  a  thrUl  it  is  to  spend  time  with  a 
young  person  like  this  who  gives  his  undivided 
attention  to  the  study  of  the  Wo(rd  of  God. 


Joaquin  Figueroa  P.  with  Bill  Ciirtis  in 
Monday  evening  study. 


He  tells  me  he  will  probably  return  to  MexiooM 
in  March,  so  I  will  try  to  spend  extra  hours  witl 
him  in  the  few  weeks  which  remain.  Joaquii 
knows  that  the  Lord  has  a  special  plan  for  his  life 
He  has  had  about  the  equivalent  of  a  high  schod 
education.  I  wonder — ^will  the  Lord  one  day  caili 
a  lad  like  him  to  attend  Mexican  -Bible  School 
preparation  for  a  ministry  among  his  own?  Per 
haps  with  continued  pirayer  and  support  from 
Ohristians  who  love  Mm,  a  dream  like  this  ooulx 
become  reality.  Please  pray  for  Joaquin  and  others 
hke  him  in  and  aroimd  Tucson. 


\Iaxch  23,  1975 
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LAY  HOME  MISSIONARIES 


Paul  Deardurff 


Several  times  in  the  past,  Tlie  Brethren  Church 
has  seen  tihe  value  ol  lay  couples  moving  to  the 
area  where  a  new  Brethren  Churdh  is  beginning 
to  provide  additional  lay  leadership  for  these 
churches.  One  of  the  most  recent  of  these  moves 
was  that  of  David  and  Deanna  Benshoff  to  Derby, 
Kansas.  Pastor  iGeorge  Solomon  gives  much  credit 
to  these  dedicated  young  people  for  the  'help  they 
have  given  the  church  since  their  arrival. 


Usually  these  lay  workers  arrive  at  an  area  with 
the  new  pastor  or  after  a  pastor  is  established  in 
the  community.  Paul  Deardurff  had  been  chal- 
lenged with  this  idea  for  the  Cheyenne,  Wyoming 
area.  This  i>articular  Brethren  Church  has  been 
without  a  fuU-tlme  pastor  for  more  than  two  years 
but  has  ibeen  in  the  prayers  of  majiy  as  a  hub 
for  a  new  church  extension  project  into  Colorado 
and  Wyoming.  Paul  and  his  fiance  felt  the  Lord 
leading  them  towards  this  area  after  her  coUege 
graduation  in  December,  1975.  In  the  meantime 
Paul,  a  graduate  of  Ashland  CoUege,  had  been 
taking  some  courses  at  Ashland  Theological  Sem- 
inary and  working  in  Ashland,  finally  leaving  his 
studies  completely  to  find  full  time  empioyment 
while  awaiting  his  marriaige  in  December. 

Faced  with  the  continuing  lack  of  a  full  time 
pastor  in  Cheyenne,  Paul  accepted  the  challenge 
to  move  now  to  that  city,,  seek  employment  there 
and  work  among  the  youth  and  with  the  mid-week 
services  of  that  church. 

Paul  left  Ashland  on  February  2  with  a  schedule 
of  arriving  lin  Cheyenne  on  the  7th  after  spending 
several  days  with  the  folks  in  Derby,  Kansas.  We 
praise  God  for  young  people  such  as  Paul  and  his 
fiance  who  are  willing  to  be  parted  during  this 
year  while  he  serves  the  Lord  in  this  church  so 
isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  denomination.  We 
pray  for  the  Lord's  blessing  on  his  ministry  in 
Cheyenne  as  well  as  for  the  pastor  who  wiU  be 
joining  him  in  the  future. 

We  ask  the  Brethren  not  only  to  remember  this 
couple  and  the  Cheyenne  congregation  but  also  the 
others  of  our  LAY  HOME  MISSIONARIES  serv- 
ing without  missionary  support  in  these  areas 
of  church  extension. 


ARE  YOU  A  LAY  HOME  MISSIONARY? 


David  and  Deajina  Benshoff,  who  went  to  Derby, 
Kansas  in  1973  say,  "Never  close  your  heart  to 
the  wiU  of  God.  There  is  work  to  'be  done  for  the 
Lord  and  w^e  as  lay  couples  must  help." 

Remember  God  knows  us  and  He  will  not  short- 
change one  of  us.  Seek  His  wiM  and  if  it  is  to 
work  with  one  of  the  newer  Brethren  Churches, 
contact  your  pastor  for  consultation.  Perhaps  it 
wUl  be  a  Home  Mission  Church  located  close  to 
your  present  church  and  you  could  help  Short- 
Term  without  re-location.  Our  young  Home  Mis- 


sion   churches    need    seasoned    leadership.    You 

might  help!! 

If  you  are  retiring  and  need  to  relocate,  you 
might  seek  location  near  a  Home  Mission  Church 
or  one  of  the  Arizona  churches  to  help  church 
growth  programs  throughout  the  nation. 

"Trust  in  the  Lord  with  all  your  heart,  and  do 
not  rely  on  your  own  insigrht.  In  all  your  ways 
acknowledge  Him  and  He  will  make  straight 
your  paths."    Proverbs  3:5-6 
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BRETHREN  HOUSE  BEAT 


A  Home  Mission  Ministti/  in  Si.  Pelersbiifg,  Florida 
RefoHits:  © 

Phil  &  Jesn  letsti 
jj^      Bonnie  Munson 


T- 


ANOTHER  "NORTHERN"  WORKSHOP  TOUR 


BONNIE  MUNSON  and  PHIL  LERSCH  from 
Brethren  House  are  conducting  a  series  of  Oliris- 
tian  Education  Worltshops  in  thie  "north"  in  early- 
April.  FoUoiwing  a  pattern  soimeWhat  like  that  of 
last  summer  in  Indiana  and  Ohio  Brethren 
Churches,  they  will  hold  Worlcshops  in  7  locatio^ns 
over  a  15-day  period  .  .  .  then  return  to  Florida  to 
collapse. 

Each  Workshop  consists  of  2  sessions — each  2% 
hours  in  length.  If  you  can  attend,  please  plan 
to  oo-me  to  both  sessions. 

The   KEY   WORDS   describing  Brethren  House 
WORKSHOPS  are: 
— Involvement 
— ^Experiencing 
— Moving  Around 
— ^Experimenting 
— Relaxing 

The  emphasis  is  on  "learning  by  doing,"  wi'tlh  a 
limited  amount  of  sitting  and  listening. 

Each  Workshop  will  be  set  up  as  a  Learning 
Center  with  a  station-wagon-full  of  tape  recorders, 
tapes,  crafts,  records,  fUmstrips,  kits,  tooota, 
games,  etc.  You  may  choose  those  areas  of  special 
interest  to  you  and  examine  the  materials  at  your 
own  speed. 

As  we  have  mentioned  before,  the  Brethren 
House  ministry  is  a  "r-e-a-c^h^i-n-g  o-u-t"  ministry. 
This  is  reaffirmed  throug'h  the  Workshop  itin- 
erary, for  5  of  the  Workshops  are  in  non-Brethren 
Churches  ...  at  their  invitations.  (In  addition, 
we  hope  to  work  in  a  Sunday  visit  to  the  Oak  Hill, 
West  Virginia,  Brethren  Church — ^but  those  plans 
are  not  finalized  yet  at  this  writing.) 

Here  is  the  Workshop  Schedule: 

HUNTSVILLE,  ALABAMA 

April  2  (Wednesday)  at  7:(K)  p.m. 

April  3  (Thursday)  at  9:00  a.m. 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Co'mer  Randolph  and  Greene 
Contact:  Rev.  Loy  Lilley 

BELLEFONTAINE,  OHIO 

April  4  (Friday)  at  7:00  p.m. 
April  5   (Saturday)  at  9:30  a.m. 

Gretna  Brethren  Church 

RR  1,  Bellefontaine 

Contact:  Rev.  Doc  Shank 


TROY,  OHIO 

April  6  (Sunday)  at  3:00  and  6:30  p.m. 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
110  West  Franklin  Street 
(Contact:  Mrs.  Myron  Smith 

ASHLAND,  OHIO 

April  7  (Monday)    (Tentative) 
(Afternoon  and  Evening) 

Ashland  Theological  Seminary 

910  Center  Street 

Contact:  Rev.  Dick  Allison 

DAYTON,  OHIO 

April  8  (Tuesday)  at  7:30  p.m. 
April  9  (Wednesday)   at  7:30  p.m. 

Corinth  Blvd.  United  Presbyteriain  Churdi 
4269  Coirinth  Blvd. 
Contact:  Ms.  Barbara  Ann  Potts 
2910  Central  Avenue 
Middletown,  Ohio    45042 

ZANESVILLE,  OHIO 

April  11  (Friday)  at  7:30  p.m. 
April  12  (Saturday)   at  9:30  a.m. 

Rolling  Plains  United  Methodist  Chuoxh 

Rt.  7,  ZanesviUe 

Contact:  Rev.  Richard  Stonment 

CHARLOTTE,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

April  15  (Tuesday)  at  7:00  p.m. 
AprU  16  (Wednesday)  at  7:00  p.m. 

Sardis  Presbyterian  Qhuroh 

6100  Sardis  Road 

Contact:  Rev.  Bob  Smith 


All  Brethren  readers  in  any  of  these  areas  are 
both  invited  and  encouraged  to  attend  the  Work- 
shops. In  addition  to  the  sessions  at  the  Gretna 
Brethren  Church,  Miami  Valley  Brethren  wUl  find 
it  convenient  to  choose  the  meetings  either  in 
Troy  or  Middletown.  Ashland  area  people  can 
participate  at  the  Seminary  there.  And  Newark 
Brethren  wUl  find  Zanesville  rather  close.  Hope- 
fully we'U  see  many  of  you  along  the  way.  Just 
contact  the  persons  named  at  each  location  about 
the  exact  address  of  the  church,  possible  registra- 
tion costs,  and  any  change  in  time. 


Maxch  22,  1975 
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What's  Happening  at  First  Brethren  Church, 
Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio 


There  are  three  specific  areas  in  wiMch  I  see 
5|iihe  Lord  blessing  and  prospering  the  Brethren 
at  Pleasant  HUl,  Ohio  Church. 
J,.  ONE — The  enthusiastic  attitude  and  oneness  of 
IftJhe  congregation.  It  is  common  for  visitors  to 
share  how  welcome  they  felt  when  attending  the 
I  serviices.  The  love  and  enthusiasm  of  our  people 
I  ds  catching  and  drawing  others  tato  the  fellowship. 
Recently  a  16-year-oid  boy  who  is  new  to  our 
church  shared  how  he  felt  this  warmth  and  wel- 
come from  older  and  younger  members  of  the 
church. 

This  enthusiasm  and  oneness  was  demonstrated 
by  the  ibuilding  program  that  has  just  been  com- 
pleted. In  April  of  1973  the  idea  was  presented, 
in  July  the  jxlans  were  approved,  in  September  the 
work  ibegan  and  January  1974  the  work  was  fin- 
ished. In  Apnil  of  1974,  one  year  after  the  $35,000 
program  was  presented,  it  was  neEirly  half  paid 
for  and  all  aire  praising  the  Lord  in  one  accord  for 
what  He  has  done. 

TWO — Another  area  in  which  the  Lord  has  rich- 
ly iblessed  us  is  the  Faith  Promise  for  Missions 
program.  We  attempt  to  igive  missions  first  place 
in  preaching,  giviing  and  participation.  We  believe 
that  the  churches'  mission  is  Missions.  We  had 
our  first  Missionary  Conference  in  the  fall  of 
1969.  We  were  all  challenged  to  trust  Gk>d  to  en- 
alble  us  to  give  over  and  above  our  regular  giving 
for  (missions.  Our  first  year  we  received  over  $4,000 
in  faith  promises  for  missiorLS.  Last  year  in  the 
m.idst  of  a  'building  program  the  faith  promises  are 
over  $8,200.  With  the  faith  promise  program  our 
general  giving  is  up  and  most  of  all  it  has  given 
us  a  new  vision  of  the  Lord's  work. 

A  THIRD  area  in  which  the  LoTid  has  blessed 
us  ds  in  community  outreach.  One  of  our  com- 
:munity  outreadh  prograjns  has  always  ibeen 
Vacation  Bible  School.  While  many  churches  are 
cutting  back  .on  Bible  School  we  have  ibeen  ex- 
pan.ding.  We  have  a  10-day  .Bible  Sdiool  in  the 
sunnmer  w'Wich  has  grown  to  over  150  students. 
During  the  school  year  we  have  a  Children's  Stoiry 
Time  which  (meets  every  Friday  afternoon  at  2:00 
to  4:00.  This  is  for  children  age  3  through  grade 


3  and  is  conducted  much  like  Bible  School  only 
it  meets  one  day  a  week.  We  ask  mothers  of  pre- 
school age  children  to  leave  their  children  with 
us  while  they  go  shopping  or  back  home  and  rest. 
The  school  age  children  are  met  at  the  school  when 
school  is  dismissed  and  led  to  the  church.  This 
children's  program  has  grown  to  where  we  aver- 
age around  80  chOdren  and  have  had  over  100  in 
attendance.  We  have  some  children  from  other 
churches  and  a  lot  of  unchurched  children.  This 
program  alone  has  opened  the  community  and 
many  homes  to  us.  We  have  new  families  in  our 
church  because  of  what  their  children  had  learned 
in  story  time.  School  officials  have  recommended 
the  program  to  parents  and  some  parents  have 
taken  their  chiildren  out  of  nursery  school  and 
brought  them  to  Story  Time  instead. 

We  also  have  a  Boys  for  Christ  and  a  Girls  for 
Christ  program.  These  two  programs  are  for  boys 
and  girls  in  fourth  grade  and  older.  We  wUl  aver- 
age 20  in  each  igroup  which  meets  weekly  for 
Bible  lessons  and  activities.  The  majority  of  these 
boys  and  igirls  were  unchurched  when  we  began 
the  programs. 

The  Pleasant  Hill  Church  sponsored  a  Campus 
Crusade  for  Christ  Lay  Institute  For  Evangelism 
in  1972.  We  had  250  people  enrolled  and  trained 
to  share  their  faith  in  Christ.  Most  were  from 
other  churches  but  being  the  host  church  identi- 
fied us  and  revealed  our  concern  to  the  community. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  things  that  are 
happenfag  at  the  Pleasant  Hill  First  Brethren 
Church.  God  has  indeed  richly  iblessed  us.  We 
reguraly  minister  to  over  200  different  people 
each  week  through  the  various  programs  of  the 
church,  though  our  Sunday  School  attendance  and 
Worship  Service  attendance  averages  around  120. 

This  is  our  centermiial  year  as  a  tocal  congrega- 
tion. We  praise  God  for  the  many  people  who 
have  sowed  the  seed,  /watered  and  cared  for  the 
Harvest  at  the  Pleasant  Hill  'Church  over  these 
100  years,  and  yet  today  we  have  a  congregation 
Who  has  a  vision  and  a  mind  to  ^work  for  our  Lord, 
by  Gene  Eckerley 
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OHIO  MISSION 


by  Robert  W.  French 


A  great  many  people  have  been  talking  about 
church  growth  and  church  extension,  and  here  at 
Eldorado,  Ohio  we  are  doing  sometlhing  about  it. 
A  new  mission  work  has  begun  in  The  Brethren 
Church  with  the  establishment  of  a  new  congrega- 
tion located  in  Centiral  Western  Ohio. 

Planining  for  this  work  began  in  September  of 
1974  with  the  establishment  of  a  Home  Bible 
Study  in  the  general  area  in  which  we  were 
planning  to  locate.  With  the  success  of  this  Home 
Bible  Study  and  the  encouragement  of  several 
local  -persons,  we  began  lO'Oking  for  a  suitable 
building.  At  first  we  intended  to  locate  in  New 
Paris,  Ohio  which  is  just  across  the  state  line 
from  Richmond,  Indiana.  God  had  different  ideas, 
however,  and  He  led  us  to  an  even  smaller  village 
called  Eldorado.  Here  we  found  four  families  who 
were  willing  to  help  iboth  physically  and  finan- 
cially and  also  found  a  suitable  ibuilding  which  we 
were  able  to  rent  for  $100.00  per  month. 

We  rented  the  buUding  on  December  5,  1974 
and  made  plans  to  have  the  first  worship  service 
on  January  5,  1975.  Due  to  delays  in  removal  of 
eqtJiipment  and  fixtures  from  the  buUding,  which 
had  been  a  hardware  store,  we  were  not  able  to 
obtalin  access  for  cleaning  until  Thursday,  January 
9.  We  brought  brooms,  mops,  dustpans,  paint, 
plaster  and  the  youth  group  from  the  West 
Alexandria  Brethren  Church  and  went  to  work!! 

On  Thusday  evening  we  swept  the  place  out 
and  cleaned  the  floor.  On  Friday  we  hauled  in 
folding  chairs  and  enough  suppUes  with  w^hich  to 
work.  On  Saturday  we  began  toy  plastering  all  the 
holes  in  the  walls,  then  painting  the  walls  and 
ceiling,  building  partitions  for  two  Sunday  School 
classes  in  the  back  part  of  the  building  and  pro- 
viding for  an  adult  class  in  the  sanctuary.  We 
located  and  hauled  in  a  piano  which  was  donated 
for  one  year;  another  family  built  a  pulpit  and  an 
altar  and  brought  it  in. 


God  surely  intended  for  this  mission  to  open 
because  by  6:00  P.M.  Saturday  we  had  everything 
cleaned  up,  chairs  and  pulpit  were  in  place  and 
even  flowers  on  the  altar.  We  had  our  first  service 
on  Sunday  morning,  January  12,  1975  with  31  per- 
sons attending  Sunday  School  and  51  persons 
attending  the  10:30  worship  service. 

We   are   continuing  our  work  on  our  building . 
but  also  we  are  working  on  visitation  in  the  oom- 
munity  and  hospital.  So  far  two  young  giirls  have 
accepted  Christ  in  our  Good  News  Club  and  one 
man   has  accepted  Christ  due  to  the  witnessing  : 
of   this   mission.   The  Lord  has   provided  willing 
workers  to  staff  our  Sunday  School  and  church 
and  others  to  go  calling.  We're  making  plans  now  > 
for   our   first   Communion  Service  and  also  our  i 
first  Vacation  Bible  School  in  June. 

We  have  very  little  in  the  way  of  physical  goods 
but  the  Lord  is  providing  everything  as  the  need 
arises.  The  HUlcrest  Brethren  Church  in  Dayton, 
Ohio   provided   us  with   57   folding   chairs   and  a  i 
large    carpet    for    which    we    are    thankful ;    the ' 
Gratis,    Ohio    Brethren    gave    us    Sunday    School  i 
literature;    and    the    West    Alexandria    Brethren  i 
have  made  us  the  recipient  of  their  1975  Faith 
Promise  money.  Also,  the  New  Lebanon  Brethren 
Laymen  are  getting  some  chairs  and  other  furnish- 
ings ready.  Many  have  encouraged  the  work  by 
their  prayers  and  financial  assistance  and  for  this 
we  ask  that  God  wiU  abundantly  bless  them. 

Palm  Sunday,  March  23,  1975,  has  been  desig- 
nated as  Charter  Member  Sunday  and  on  that  day 
an  organizational  meeting  wiU  be  held.  The  Mod- 
erator for  the  meeting  wLU  be  Reverend  Donald  I 
Rowser  of  the  New  Lebanon  Brethren  Church  ■who  ■ 
is  our  District  Evangelist  in  Ohio. 

We  ask  your  prayers  as  we  continue  to  lift  up 
Christ  that  He  may  draw  all  men  to  Himself. 


jMarch  22,  1975 
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WOMEN'S  LAB 


OUR  UNUSED  RESOURCES 


With  so  much  being  said  about  woman's  place 
in  the  world  today,  we  may  weU  ask  ourselves 
what  can  be  her  chief  contribution  to  our  mixed- 
up  generation.  Women,  our  opportunity  today  is 
unmistakable!  We  must  tap  our  great  unused 
resources!  And  what  are  they? 

At  a  time  when  our  country — even  the  entire 
world — is  frantically  searching  for  ways  to  con- 
serve energy  and  to  find  new  sources  of  it,  isn't 
it  amazing  to  realize  that  so  little  use  is  being 
made  of  one  of  our  greatest  resources?  The 
SPIRIT   OF   MAN. 

Solutions  to  aU  sorts  of  problems  seem  to  center 
about  the  material  only:  coal,  oil,  gas,  wood,  metal, 
water,  food,  money,  etc.  These  commodities  are  in 
demand,  to  be  sure;  but  how  much  effort  is  being 
expended  to  regenerating  and  developing  the  hu- 
man spirit?  "But,"  you  may  ask,  "wiU  this  spirit 
warm  our  houses,  fill  our  cupboards,  give  us 
jobs?"  Without  appearing  too  naive,  I  maintain 
that  nurturing  the  human  spirit  will  do  wonders 
toward  achieving  these  ends.* 

Have  you  ever  observed  people  seized  by  love 
and  sympathy  for  an  afflicted  friend?  One  who 
has  had  a  prolonged  illness,  a  fire  destroying  his 
home  on  which  he  had  no  insurance?  Maybe  an 
earthquake,  tornado,  or  a  comparable  disaster 
brings  suffering  and  want  to  scores  of  people. 
What  is  the  reaction  of  many  of  the  more  for- 
tunate, even  to  total  strangers?  They  often  pitch 
in,  working  tirelessly  to  relieve  the  afflicted.  Some 
will  donate  blood  or  even  vital  organs  to  help  the 
suffering. 

Service  men  have  brought  Viet  Nam  and  Korean 
orphans  back  to  the  States  and  cared  for  them 
out  of  compassion  for  their  helplessness.  Passers 
by  wUl  often  rush  into  buminig  buildings  or  jump 
into  churning  waters  to  rescue  the  helpless.  Why? 
The  properly  trained  htunan  spirit  is  compassion- 
ate and  unselfish.  In  other  words,  the  spirit  of 
man,  if  properly  motivated  and  nurtured,  can  and 
wUl  provide  that  which  is  even  better  than  un- 


limited amounts  of  money  and  materials;  it  brings 
love  and  compassion,  a  spirit  of  sharing. 

Here  is  where  a  woman  can  initiate  a  process 
that  wiU  result  in  unending  influence.  She  can 
teach  her  children  love  for  God  and  man,  with  its 
attending  unselfishness.  Remember  the  Lord  said, 
"Thou  Shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  .  .  .  and  thy 
neighbor  as  thyself." 

Have  you  ever  considered  how  many  problems 
would  be  solved  or  completely  eliminated  if  this 
teaching  were  more  universally  followed?  If 
OTHERS  in  life  became  as  important  to  us  as  I? 

What  is  the  cause  of  so  much  crime  today? 
Parents  have  often  seemingly  instilled  in  their 
children  the  philosophy  "I  am  all  important;  I 
must  do  my  thing,  regardless  of  others."  Conse- 
quently many  people  grow  up  embodying  aU  the 
love  and  c3im.pa3sion  of  a  barracuda.  "I  want  what 
you  have,  and  I'U  get  it!  Nobody  is  going  to  tell 
me  what  to  do!  I'U  drive  as  fast  as  I  joUy  well 
want  to  and  nobody  is  going  to  limit  the  amount 
of  gas  I  can  get!" 

Why  is  it  that  compromise  has  become  almost 
obsolete?  Everyone  is  determined  to  have  his  own 
way,  to  do  "his  thing";  consequently  unending 
dissension  prevails.  This  is  selfishness  unlimited. 

If  loving  one's  neighbor  as  himself  influenced 
aU  men's  spirits,  think  how  much  better  the  world 
would  be:  Strikes  would  become  unheard  of,  for 
the  laborer  would  treat  his  employer  as  he  would 
like  to  be  treated.  By  the  same  token,  the  em.pIoyer 
would  give  his  workers'  interests  the  same  priority 
as  his  ovwi. 

In  politics,  building  one's  party  influence  and 
improving  one's  own  image  would  give  way  to 
working  for  the  best  interests  of  all.  In  business, 
the  welfare  of  others  would  be  on  a  par  with  the 
profit  motive.  Indeed,  the  ramifications  of  an  un- 
selfish spirit  are  endless.  If  we  can  only  de-empha- 
size the  importance  of  I  and  concentrate  equaUy 
on  the  importance  of  OTHERS! 

Any  area  of  life  we  point  to  would  be  completely 
ameliorated,  if  one's  own  interests  were  made 
secondary  to,  or  at  least  no  more  important  than, 
those  of  his  fellow  man.  We  would  profit  im- 
measurably by  a  revision  in  our  standards  of  what 
is  greatness.  If  so,  the  heroes  or  ideals  of  our 
young  people  would  be  those  who  live  unselfishly, 
those  who  genuinely  benefit  mankind.  We  would 
admire  and  emulate  a  person  because  of  what  he 
IS  and  DOES,  not  because  of  the  size  of  his  bank 
account,  the  make  and  number  of  his  cars,  or  how 
many  times  his  picture  appears  in  the  newspapjer. 

Over  the  years — even  centuries — we  have  been 
concerned  with  teaching  our  children  the  three 
R's:  readtn',  'ritin',  and  'rithmetic,  a  task  that  we 
have  turned  over  to  the  schools.  Isn't  it  about  time 
that  we  women  took  upon  ourselves  the  business 
of  instilling  in  our  children  three  more  R's: 
Religious  faith,  Respect  for  others,  and  Respon- 
sibility! 

There  is  no  substitute  in  life  for  a  regenerate 
and  Christ-nurtured  spirit.  Women,  in  the  great 
laboratory  of  life,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Great  Alchemist,  this  is  where  we  should  begin! 

— il 
*Here  we  may  need  to  remind  ourselves  of  I  Cor- 
inthians 2:14. 
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THE  FAT  IS  IN  YOUR  PULPIT 

-AND  PEW  TOO 

by  Alvin  Shifflett 


Today  we're  hearing  a  lot  about  church  growth. 
Church  growth  seminars  are  being  held  all  over 
the  country.  Theres  nothing  wrong  with  that.  Its 
about  time  someone  started  talking  and  thinking 
positive. 

But  most  examples  we're  supposed  to  emulate 
pertain  to  the  super  church  run  by  a  Superman. 
Most  of  us  aren't  supermen.  Our  churches  know 
that,  and  we  know  our  churches  aren't  super 
churches — so  there! 

Still,  everytime  we  mount  our  pulpit,  and  ride 
off  to  a  new  vineyard,  we  ihope  "this  will  be  the 
place."  Hope  all  snug  in  faith  keeps  us  going.  Who 
was  it  that  said  those  famous  words:  "this  is  the 
place?"  I  think  it  was  Mormon  Joe  Smith.  I  recall, 
however,  that  even  Mormon  Joe  had  to  have 
Jonathan  Livingston  Seagull  help  him  survive 
the  first  year.  Otherwise,  he  might  have  died  on 
a  heap  of  salt,  with  all  his  dreams. 

Unfortunately,  most  brethren  want  a  Superman 
to  run  the  show.  We've  been  brainwashed  by  the 
super  successful  experts  on  TV.  We  view  the 
revolving  chancel  area  with  the  magnificient 
choir,  the  professional  soloist,  and  the  fantastic 
sight  of  twenty-five  to  fifty  buses  pulling  up  letting 
out  hundreds  of  kids  and  parents.  It  makes  us 
green  with  jealous  envy!  Someone  says:  "why 
can't  we  do  that?" 

We  tend  to  forget — this  isn't  the  normal  "run 
of  the  mUl"  church.  More  people  in  this  country 
worship  in  the  so  called  "run  of  the  mUl"  churches 
than  in  the  super  churches.  There  are  hundreds  of 
faithful,  ever  plodding  onward  churches,  in  our 
small  towns  and  rural  areas.  These  smaller  church- 
es are  pastored  by  faithful  men  who  often  times 
support  themselves  by  "making  tents."  They  don't 
ihave  dynamic  programs  and  huge  budgets,  but 
they  get  the  job  done.  There  isn't  the  growth 
potential  in  the  small  mid-western  town  of  1200 
compared  to  the  sprawling  urban  areas  o'f  Fort 
Wayne,  Cincinnati,  or  Baltimore.  Their  lack  of 
dynamic  programs  is  not  due  to  a  lack  of  faith. 
Pulpit  committees  need  to  understand  that  it  may 
be  more  geographical  than  anything  else.  Not 
everyone  can  tear  off  the  gates  of  Gaza,  because 
not  everyone  lives  at  Gaza! 

What  we  can  do  in  Anytown,  USA,  is  strive  for 
the  ibest  Church  in  town.  What  is  to  prevent  us 
from  presenting  the  best  for  Christ,  regardless  of 
where  we  live?  Now  don't  downgrade  yourself, 
or  your  Church,  because  you  do  live  in  Anytown. 
After  all,  Jesus  lived  nearly  thirty  years  in 
Nazareth.    It's   most    unfortunate   that   televisian 


has  made  us  think  we  ought  to  act  like  a  Super- 
man, or  Mobil's  Flying  Red  Horse,  or  the  fizz  in 
Alka-Seltzer.  And  that  we're  a  failure  if  we  don't! 
Even  God  doesn't  expect  5000  in  attendajice  in  a 
town  of  1200  with  fifteen  churches. 

Now  I'm  not  meaning  to  excuse  anyone  for  an 
inept  program.  An  epitaph  on  a  grave  marker 
reads:  "God  doesn't  want  the  best  man,  just  the 
best  in  man."  That  can  be  applied  to  churches  too. 

So  don't  get  discouraged  and  jump  into  a  bottle  i 
of   formaldehyde   if   you're  not  Superman.   Don't 
even  do  it  if  you're  Clark  Kent,  without  a  Super- 
man uniform! 

Remember,  the  idea  of  Superman  in  the  pulpit 
is  non-biblical.  But  the  idea  of  an  ordinary  man 
with  a  Super-Force  in  the  pulpit  is  bibUcal.  That 
Super-Force  is  the  Holy  Spirit.  And  He's  not  con- 
fined just  to  the  sprawling  urban  areas — He's 
available  for  your  home- town  too! 

As  I  see  it  the  faithful  ipastor-teacher  of  Ephes- 
ians  four  is  called  to  train  the  field  army,  regard- 
less of  where  he  lives.  "And  He  gave  some 
apostles;  and  some  prophets;  and  some  evangel- 
ists; and  some  pastors  and  teachers  (teaching 
pastors ) ;  for  the  perfecting  (or  training )  of  the 
saints  for  the  work  otf  the  ministry  for  the  edify- 
ing (ibuUding  up)  of  the  body  of  Christ"  (Ephe- 
sians  4:11-12). 

Each  and  everytime  this  corps  of  (believers  comes 
together  the  pastor-teacher  stands  before  them 
With  a  (Jod  given  commission  to  nurture.  The 
called  instructor  has  the  privilege  of  reviewing 
the  troops,  which  could  be  discouraging.  Especi- 
ally if  you  Uve  in  Anytown,  USA.  The  pastor  may 
be  tempted  to  flee  this  struggling  situation,  and 
challenged  (by  Satan),  to  do  "better  things,"  like 
paint  fire  hydrants,  or  make  application  for  a 
Kentucky  Fried  Chicken  Franchise.  After  all,  most 
preachers  have  eaten  enough  chicken  to  fUl 
Chicago's  Soldier  Field  with  bones  and  feathers. 

On  a  given  Sunday  morning  many  of  the  troops 
come  in  after  a  fantastic  and  stirring  program 
by  the  super  church  on  television.  How  can  you 
top  that?  Should  you  even  try?  Watch  out  .  .  . 
Satan  will  give  you  some  interesting  thoughts 
during  the  singing  of  the  first  hymn. 

"Are  they  really  interested?" 

"Boy,   the  stewardship's  lousy  here." 

"Where's  my  wile  sitting?  Oh,  there's  Joe 
Doakes,   the  old  trouble  maker!" 

"I  wonder  how  many  'Big  Macs  this  group  could 
consume?  They  sure  take  in  a  lot  of  spiritual  food 
without  anything  haiptpening.  ..." 
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Suddenly  you  feel  very  tired  and  discouraged. 
Also  inadequate.  The  slow  progress  of  your  Any- 
town  ministry  is  getting  to  you.  But  what  about 
the  other  side  of  the  pulpit — out  in  the  land  of 
the  pew?  What  are  they  thinking?  Has  Satan 
forgotten  them?  Not  on  your  life. 

"Why,  he's  so  fat  he  can't  get  close  to  the 
pulpit!" 

"I  knew  I  should  have  watched  Oral  Roberts 
on  TV." 

"I  wonder  if  I  set  the  oven  at  250°?" 

"Why  are  we  always  doomed  to  midgetdom  in 
our  pulpit?  We  need  a  star  performer!" 

Funny  thing  about  preachers  and  lay  people: 
we  get  the  doctors  pronouncement  of  our  disease, 
in  church  growth  seminars,  but  neglect  the  treat- 
ment. It's  like  buying  medicine  and  neglecting  to 
take  it. 

But  don't  give  the  Body  to  the  glue  factory  yet. 
There's  hope  for  the  Church.  The  fat  may  be  Ln 
your  pulpit,  and  pew  too,  'but  the  Holy  Spirit  can 
trim  the  fat  from  both. 


Believers  in  Christ  have  what  society  needs,  re- 
gardless of  where  they  live.  The  dynamic  trans- 
forming power  of  the  Gospel  is  to  be  shared.  We 
can  become  a  positive  force  in  our  community  if 
we're  willing  to  share  His  love.  In  fact,  that's  our 
commission  as  Christian  soldiers.  You'll  be  sur- 
prised how  fast  the  fat  leaves,  once  the  Body  starts 
exercising   again. 


Rev.  Shifflett  is  pastor  of  the  First  Breth- 
ren Chiirch  in  Nappanee,  Indiana  having 
served  previotisly  as  pastor  in  Peyinsylvania 
and  California.  Rev.  Shifflett  is  a  member 
of  the  National  Board  of  Christian  Education 
and  is  presently  serving  as  chairman  of  the 
Book  and  Pamphlet  Commission  of  The 
Brethren  Church. 


Hope  for  Tomorrow  by  Hazel  B.  Goddard  (Tyn- 
dale  House  Publishers,  1971.  150  pp.) 

"Man  stands  m  the  center  of  the  stage  with  the 
floodlight  of  his  successes  focused  upon  him — and 
he  trembles — ^he  exudes  a  restless  hopelessness  as 
his  Innermost  needs  drive  him  toward  his  search 
for  answers." 

Fear,  despair,  depression,  addiction,  loneliness — 
we  know  these  words  well  and  many  of  us  know 
the  experience.  The  question  many  are  asking  to- 
day is:  "Is  there  any  hope?" 


The  author  of  this  book  has  a  background  of 
fourteen  years  in  counseling  people  who  feel  they 
have  Uttle  hope  for  the  future.  Hazel  Goddard 
tells  how  the  healing  process  which  starts  with 
hope  involves  the  complete  person  as  broken  lives 
are  made  whole.  She  works  with  another  coun- 
sellor. Dr.  Mary  Breme,  who  is  a  famUy  doctor  and 
psychiatrist  in  the  WarrenviUe  Clinic,  thirty  miles 
west  of  Chicago. 

Mrs.  Goddard  counsels  married  couples  despair- 
ing of  reconciliation;  alcoholics  with  physical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  thirsts;  young  people  aching 
for  meaning  in  life;  famUies  with  troubled  rela- 
tionships; disillusioned  God-seekers;  and  profes- 
sing Christians  on  the  verge  of  collapse. 

The  Foreword  of  the  book  is  written  by  Paul 
Tournier  expressing  his  deep  and  meaningful 
thoughts  concerning  hope.  "The  cross  of  Christ 
may  seem  to  'be  the  supreme  disappointment  of 
the  believers  and  even  of  Jesus  himself:  'My  God, 
my  God,  Why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?'  (Matthew 
27:46) — ^Then  ascends  the  other  form  of  prayer, 
the  prayer  without  object,  without  desire,  the 
prayer  of  surrender:  'Father,  into  thy  hands  I 
commit  my  spirit!"  (Luke  23:46) — ^It  is  God  him- 
self who  brings  a  new  hope  in  His  revelation,  a 
specifically  Christian  hope. — But  now  it  is  as 
if  God  gave  back  to  this  hope,  detached  of  all  its 
terrestrial  objects,  a  new  object:  not  any  longer 
a  thing-object,  a  thing  we  desire,  partial,  particu- 
lar, passing;  but  a  person,  the  person  of  Christ 
who  opens  up  a  new  life  by  His  death  and 
resurrection." 

As  Mrs.  Goddard,  with  the  help  of  others,  gave 
treatment  for  the  whole  person,  emotional  con- 
flicts subsided,  spiritual  darkness  was  dispelled, 
and  these  struggling  ones  she  describes  discovered 
there  is  hope  for  tomorrow. 

Reviewed  by  Julia  Flora 
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10th  ANNIVERSARY  of  Brethren  WORLD  RELIEF 

Dear  Reader-Friends: 

This  is  our  TENTH  YEAR  of  participating  in  WORLD  RELIEF  as 
a  denomination — the  first  being  some  meager  contributions  in  the  Fall 
of  1966.  This  comi7ig  August  we  will  have  our  TENTH  RICE/or/SOUP 
SUPPER  for  World  Relief  at  General  Conference. 

GREAT  STRIDES  HAVE  BEEN  MADE  IN  THOSE  W  YEARS 

From  about  $246.00  in  the  Fall  of  1966  to  $16,223  in  1974.  Even  this 
amount  for  last  year  (1974)  was  a  $2,721  INCREASE  OVER  1973.  (The 
complete  financial  report  will  appear  in  the  next  EVANGELIST.) 
Giving  of  money  has  increased. 
Participation  of  churches  has  increased. 
Interest  has  increased. 
Concern  has  increased. 
Number  of  people  helped  has  increased. 

WORLD  RELIEF  HAS  BEEN  A  GROWING  EXPERIENCE  FOR 
ALL  OF  US.  MAY  IT  CONTINUE  IN  1975. 

And  in  this  Tenth  Year  World  Relief  work  in  tite  Brethren  Church 
has  been  given  the  status  of  a  "'Denominational  Board."  So  now  7ve  are 
the  WORLD  RELIEF  BOARD  (rather  than  a  committee  of  General 
Conference). 

As  alivays,  the  World  Relief  Commission  (of  the  National  Association 
of  Evangelicals)  is  the  channel  through  which  our  offerings  reach  quickly 
and  deeply  into  the  areas  of  need — anywhere  in  the  world.  With  their  help, 
ive  provide  literature  in  2  ways  that  helps  explain  ways  your  offerings 
are  u^ed  to  help  others: 

(1)  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST  articles  and  pictures; 

(Tivo  issues  dated  March  22  and  April  5) 

(2)  BROCHURES  AND  OFFERING  ENVELOPES  sent  in  quantity 

to  local  churches  for  their  distribution. 
PLEASE  TAKE  A  CLOSE  LOOK  at  all  this  literature.  YOU  CAN 
HELP.  Give  through  your  church  or,  if  you  are  a  non-resident  member, 
send  a  contribution  directly  to  our  Board  Treasurer,  Mr.  George  Kerlin. 
The  current  "economic  crunch"  mxiy  make  it  difficult  for  some 
of  you  to  increase  your  giving  this  year — but  others  can  han- 
dle it,  and  still  have  "abundance."  In  either  case,  MAGNIFY 
YOUR  PRAYERS  AND  CONCERN  FOR  OTHERS— WHO 
OFTEN    DON'T    EVEN    HAVE   AN    ECONOMY    TO    BE 
CRUNCHED! 

Signed:     Pastor  Phil  Lersch,  for  the  Brethren 
World  Relief  Board 
George  Kerlin 
(Mrs.)  Aida  May  Munson 
Joe  Hanna 
L.  E.  Lindower 


TENTH  ANNIVERSARY 
of  Brethren  World  Relief 

"0«e  man  gives  freely,  yet  grows  all  the  richer; 

Another  ivithJiolds  what  he  should  give,  and  only  suffers  want. 

A  liberal  man  will  be  enriched, 

and  one  iv!io  waters  will  himself  be  ivatered." 

(Proverbs  11:24.  25-RSV) 
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Companions  In  Compassion 


by  Lillian  H.  Graffam 


Around  the  world  national  churches  stand  ready 
to  distribute  food  and  the  message  that  God 
cares.  But  they  can't  do  the  job  alone. 


Mrs.  Everett  S.  Graffam  is  staff  writer 
for  the  World  Relief  Commission.  Her  hus- 
band is  executive  vice-president. 


There  they  were.  The  two  bold  'black  words 
among  the  mixed  city  wall  graffiti.  Wards  that 
haunt  you.  They  are:  Who  cares? 

Evangelical  Christians  probably  would  quickly 
respond:  "God  cares,  and  we  care!" 

But  would  words  convince  a  disillusioned  person 
that  God  does  care?  Probably  not.  It  takes  more 
than  words,  as  important  as  they  are. 
IN  AFRICA 

Hungry  children  surrounded  an  executive  sur- 
veying the  drought  in  Africa.  He  had  no  food. 
But  wantinig  to  give  them  something,  he  handed 
out  some  children's  tracts  he  carried  in  his  pocket. 
A  12-year-ald  boy  read  a  few  lines,  handed  the 
paiper  back  and  said  in  French:  "We  ask  for  food. 
You  give  us  paper!" 

How  can  people  who  are  himgry  and  hurting' 
come  to  believe  that  God  cares  when  God  is  not 
physically  present  to  give  them  what  they  need? 
The  only  way  they  will  ever  'be  convinced  is  when 
God  uses  us  as  His  Companions  in  Compassion 
to  minister  to  them.  They  may  not  comprehend  a 
complex  theoio'gy.  But  the  message  of  love  comes 
through. 

The  Latin  derivation  of   "companion"   is   "one 


who  shares  bread."  Many  evangelical  organiza- 
tions are  working  hard  to  "share  bread"  with  des- 
titute people  in  the  world's  trouble  spots.  One 
companion  is  the  World  Relief  Commission,  over- 
seas relief  arm  of  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals,  whose  slogan  is  "FOOD  FOR  THE 
BODY  AND  FOOD  FOR  THE  SOUL."  (This  is 
the  agency  to  which  Brethren  World  Relief  dollars 
are  sent.) 

In  order  to  preserve  this  dual  aim,  WRC  has 
organized  a  network  of  compassion  comprised  of 
members  of  the  Evangelical  Foreign  Missions 
Association :  ( NAE/EFMA ) ,  Interdenominational 
Foreign  Mission  Association,  (IFMA)  and  World 
Evangelical  Fellowship   tWEF). 

These  agencies  allow  Christians  to  minister  to 
their  own  people,  thus  guaranteeing  that  aid  will 
get  to  those  who  need  it  most.  When  a  desperate, 
discouraged  man,  seeing  his  children  starving, 
asks:  "Who  cares?"  and  a  Cluistian  from  his  own 
culture  and  language  helps  him,  it  is  easier  for 
him  to  believe  that  God  does  care. 

By  becoming  Companions  in  Compassion  with 
behevers  around  the  world,  we  can  help  secure 
several  vital  links.  During  times  of  great  need  and 
disaster,  stateside  churches  can  provide  funds, 
through  relief  agencies,  to  needy  overseas  church- 
es. In  this  way  food  and  other  disaster  relief  is 
distributed  by  the  local  church.  The  local  church 
distributes  food  and  other  disaster  relief,  thus 
strengthening  its  own  testimony  in  the  commun- 
ity. Long  after  the  immediate  need  has  passed  and 
foreign  relief  groups  have  moved  on,  the  church 
remains  as  a  continuing  witness  to  God's  love. 
Many  around  the  world  have  already  become 
Companions  in  Compassion. 

WTiere  can  we  go?  What  can  we  do?  We  have 
no  future!! 

Missionaries  repeatedly  hear  these  words  in  8 
countries  across  central  Africa  being  strangled  by 
drought  caused  by  the  encroaching  Sahara  Desert. 
The  cries  have  considerable  substance.  Malnutri- 
tion and  death  take  their  toU  everywhere. 

People  Who  before  would  not  allow  a  missionary 
even  to  enter  their  village  now  look  to  them  for 
help.  And  the  missionaries  are  laboring  heroically, 
attempting  to  keep  the  people  alive  while  continu- 
ing their  spiritual  service. 

In  Upper  Volta  and  Niger,  viith  the  help  of 
African  pastors  and  laymen,  the  need  was  sur- 
veyed and  a  food-distribution  network  instituted. 
Using  WRC  funds,  any  available  grain  has  been 
purchased  even  at  exorbitant  prices  and  stored  in 
distribution   centers   and   Churches.   The  grain   is 
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then  transported  by  truck,  auto,  pull  carts,  bi- 
cycles, donkey  and  eventually  headpack  into  the 
villages. 

When  the  displaced,  hungry  people  receive  food, 
they  are  open  to  a  Christian  witness  by  their 
countrjTnen.  Howard  DowdeU,  Sudan  Interior 
Mission  worker  in  Niger,  says  that  when  his  relief 
workers  deliver  food  they  tell  the  peoiple  it  is 
being  given  in  the  name  of  Christ.  The  people 
are  grateful  and  then  ask  that  the  name  be  re- 
peated. Most  have  never  heard  that  name  before. 
But  many  now  have  accepted  Hun. 

"The  very  day  we  had  nothing  left  to  eat,  relief 
supplies  sent  by  World  Belief  Commission  came 
into  our  village.  It  was  a  miracle."  This  Ibo  pastor 
had  been  hiding  in  a  remote  village  during  the 
Nigerian  civil  war.  The  Lord  led  another  Nigerian 
to  headpack  food  into  that  village  in  the  nick  of 
time. 

After  the  war,  when  the  Christians  fUtered  back 
home,  they  found  that  the  church  had  sustained 
surprisingly  few  casualties.  They  told  of  their 
hunger  and  suffering,  but  also  how  God  preserved 
them.  Physical  aid  helped  keep  the  church  alive. 

IN  VIETNAM 

Would  the  stream  of  refugees  never  end? 

They  were  pouring  by  the  thousands  into 
abandoned  Marine  buildings  around  WRC's  Hoa 
Khanh  Children's  Hospital  near  Danang,  Vietnam. 
Hungry  and  sick  children  whined.  The  elderly  were 
heartsick  at  leaving  ancestral  homes.  Everyone 
was  emotionally  and  physically  exhausted. 

Would  anyone  care?  Help? 

Yes,  Christians  did.  Hundreds  of  members  of 
Christian  Youth  Social  Service  (CYSS),  arm  of 
The  Evangelical  Church  of  Vietnam  (Tin  Lanh), 
met  the  refugees.  They  registered  them  for  food 
allotments,  distributed  bread  they  had  baked,  gave 
them  water,  firewood,  sleeping  mats  and  blankets. 

These  youth,  from  high  school  to  university 
age,  continue  their  ministry  by  feeding  110,000  a 
day,  digging  wells  and  aiding  medical  teams  in 
epidemic  prevention  treatment. 

After  inspecting  the  relief  program,  President 
Thieu's  inspector  general,  a  Catholic  Christian, 
told  the  CYSS  President:  "I  have  been  praying 
for  years  that  I  might  see  the  person  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  a  Vietnamese.  Today  I  saw  Jesus  Christ 
not  once  but  many  times.  Tell  your  people  that 
they  reflect  Jesus  Christ." 

They  have  been  reflecting  Christ  not  only  in 
serving  the  needs,  but  also  by  sharing  their  faith 
on  a  one-to-one  basis  and  through  house-to-house 
evangelism  and  public  meetings.  Their  relief  evan- 
gelism is  an  important  factor  in  the  increased 
number  of  believers — from  about  200  when  the 
refugees  arrived  to  4,000  now.  Fifteen  new  church- 
es have  been  organized. 

If  these  refugees  should  ever  return  to  Quang 
Tri  Province,  they  would  have  a  strong  Christian 
witness  in  that  devastated  area. 

"God  xised  my  hands  I" 

Though  the  diminutive  paramedic  has  done  hun- 
dreds of  successful  skin  grafts,  she  is  always  a 
little  amazed  at  her  success.  She  holds  up  her 
hands  at  the  end  of  surgery  and  gives  God  the 
glory. 

Mrs.  Nguyen  Thi  Khang,  known  as  Gwen,  would 
not  have  glorified  Jehovah  God  had  this  happened 
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ten  years  ago.  Then  she  was  a  Buddhist.  She  camel 
to  know  Christ  because  a  Vietnamese  pastor* 
shared  his  family's  food  with  her  and  her  family 
when  they  were  all  stranded  on  a  rooftop  during 
a  4-day  flood. 

She  was  a  seamstress  when  a  couple  of  U.S. 
military  doctors  enlisted  her  aid  to  care  for  infant 
orphans  who  were  more  dead  than  aUve.  She 
brought  them  back  to  health.  When  the  Marines 
built  the  hospital  she  was  made  head  nurse.  The 
doctors  taught  her  medical  and  surgical  skills  that 
only  MDs  would  perform  in  the  States. 

Through  her  influence,  many  of  the  Vietnamese 
staff  have  come  to  know  Christ  as  Savior.  The 
hospital  is  now  a  Christian  witness.  A  children's 
chaplain  tries  to  minister  to  every  child  and  the 
local  Tin  Lanh  pastor  tries  to  reach  their  famihes. 
IN  KOREA 

In  Korea,  too,  medical  missions  work  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  national  church.  Though  American 
Presibyterians  direct  the  sizable  Kwangju  Christian 
Hospital  and  Soonchun  Christian  Clinic,  it  is  the 
national  Christian  staff  which  cares  for  their  ill 
compatriots. 

That  part  of  Korea  has  a  high  incidence  of  TB. 
Local  pastors  within  a  70-mile  radius  go  from 
house  to  house  telling  the  people  about  avallalble 
help  at  the  clinic.  At  the  clinic,  they  learn  of 
spiritual  help  avallalble  in  Christ.  In-patients  have 
daily  church  programs  conducted  by  a  pastor. 

Medicine  is  a  great  door-opener  to  the  gosi)el! 

Belief  Evangelism  not  only  changes  Uves,  but 
changes  whole  communities. 

IN  BANGLADESH 

"Please  send  us  hoes." 

This  request  to  WRC's  director  in  Bangladesh 
came  from  1,300  destitute  war  widows  who  wanted 
to  hand  cultivate  their  combined  plots  of  land  to 
assure  a  food  supply.  Doing  this  back-ibreaking 
work  with  a  short-handled  hoe  wouldn't  seem  like 
a  privilege  to  Western  women,  but  to  these 
BengaUs  it  denoted  creative  social  and  cultural 
change  toward  economic  freedom.  They  had, 
formed  the  first  co-op  which  was  planned  and 
worked  jointly  by  women  alone. 

This  female  co-op  is  a  small  but  significant  part 
of  a  massive  food  production  program  to  improve 
land  and  water  use,  enabling  10,000  families  to 
become  self-supporting.  The  project  is  directed 
by  a  Christian  national  assisted  'by  Christian  block 
managers.  Relief  evangelism  not  only  changes 
lives  hut  changes  whole  communities. 

Funds,  materials  and  know-how  contributed  by 
Christians  have  improved  the  quality  of  life  (both 
in  the  here  and  hereafter  for  mUlions  of  people 
reached  through  the  efficient,  trustworthy  nation- 
al church.  These  ways  include  both  vocational  and 
academic  education,  technological  assistance,  day- 
care programs  and  emergency  disaster  relief. 

Just  as  Jesus  multiplied  the  loaves  and  fishes 
which  were  igiven  to  Him  and  theretoy  fed  thous- 
ands of  people,  so  He  blesses  those  Companions 
in  Compassion,  national  and  international,  who 
care  enough  to  offer  a  cup  of  cold  water,  or  a  cup 
of  grain,  to  the  needy  in  His  name. 

(Beprinted  by  permission  from 
July-August   issue   of   MOODY 
MONTHLY.   Copyright  1974, 
Moody  Bible  Institue  of  Chicago.) 
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CHRISTIAN  CLINIC 

KOREA 


Setting  for  the  spiritual  ministry  at  the 

Soonchun  Christian  Clinic  (Korea)  for 

terminal  TB  patients. 


There's  hope  at  the  so-called  "Hopeless  Home" 
for  terminal  TB  patients.  It  is  one  of  three  branch- 
es of  Soonohun  Christian  Clinic  which  is  an  out- 
reach of  Kwangju  Christian  Hospital  (Presby- 
terian). The  WORLD  RELIEF  COMMISSION 
supplies  $1,000  monthly  for  medicines  and  pays 
some  surgical  fees. 

While  the  human  situation  may  seem  hopeless, 
and  usually  is,  there  is  hope  and  joy  there  because 
God  is  communicated  to  the  people  in  a  way  they 
understand.  Mrs.  Hugh  Ljnton,  American  mission- 
ary, and  the  Christian  nationals  work  together 
to  make  the  last  days  comf  ortaible  and  meaninigf  ul. 


Photo  by  Jerry  E    Sandoz 
Seoul,  Korea 


Brethren  World  Relief  dollars  help  put 

smiles  on  these  girls'  faces  at  the  Soonchun 

Clinic  for  terminally  ill  TB 

patients  (Korea). 


When  careful  diagnosis  sends  a  person  to  the 
Home,  he  or  sihe  does  not  take  prematurely  to  bed 
to  die.  Those  who  are  able,  in  an  effort  at  self- 
support  (they  are  all  poor),  raise  pigs,  chickens, 
birds  and  garden  produce.  With  hoi>e  in  the  future 
they  have  planted  a  persimmon  grove.  The  women 
make  clothing,  quilts,  and  other  household 
articles. 


TENTH  ANNIVERSARY 
of  Brethren  World  Relief 

"There  is  that  scattereth,  and  yet  increaseth; 

and  there  is  that  withholdeth  more  than  is  meet, 

but  it  tendeth  to  poverty.  The  liberal  soul  shall 

be  made  fat  and  he  that  ivatereth  shall  be  ivatered  also  himself." 

(Proverbs  11:24,  25  -  KJV) 
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QUICK  AID  m 


WORLD   RELIEF   COMMISSION   acted 

quickly    when    Hurricane    Fiii 
bit    Honduras    on    September    18,    1974 


Within  a  few  hours  of  Hurricane  Fifi's  departure,  an  initial  gift  of  $35,000  was 
dispatched  imimediately  in  response  to  the  human  suffering  reported.  This  money, 
including  some  Bretliren  dollars  was  divided  among  7  evangelical  mission  or  denom- 
inational agencies  in  that  country. 

That's  not  as  easy  as  it  sounds.  Im^mediately  after  receiving  news  of  the  Fifi 
attack,  WRC  staff  called  EFMA  (Evangelical  Foreign  Missions  Association)  and 
IFMA  ( Interdenominational  Foreign  Mission  Association)  agencies  having  pro- 
grams listed  in  Honduras.  Initial  iniformation  was  very  sketchy,  inasmuch  as  all 
communications  systems  had  'been  made  inoperative  by  the  hurricane.  Dr.  Graffam 
and  other  WRC  staff  members  were  finally  able  to  get  through  to  some  agencies 
either  through  their  headquarters  offices  or  key  executive  personnel. 


Flood  waters  chewed  out  half  of  hotise. 
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A  smile  in  anticipation  of  plenty  to  eat  as 

he  totes  225  lb.  bag  of  black  beans  m 
WRC  food-for-work  distribution  program. 


WRC  is  still  funding  continued  emergency  feed- 
ing, seeds  for  replanting,  house  building,  and 
employment  in  food-for-work  programs.  From 
September  19th  to  December  30th,  1974,  $100,000 
was  provided.  In  addition,  through  the  combined 
efforts  and  funds  from  WRC  and  other  agencies, 
the  several  EFMA-IFMA  in-country  agencies  have 
distributed  in  excess  of  30,000  Bibles  and  many 
thousands  of  Testaments  and  Scriptural  portions. 
Many  people  aided  with  physical  help  in  the  initial 
crisis  have  been  very  conscious  of  the  spiritual 
concern  of  the  contributing  agenoies  and  have 
responded  to  the  program  of  practical  evangelism. 

It  is  the  WRC  policy  to  forward  funds  rather 
than  materials  in  the  early  stages  of  disaster,  so 
needed  supplies  of  food,  blankets,  vaccines  and 
medicines  may  be  purchased  in  nearby  unaffected 
areas.  In  Honduras,  Missionary  Aviation  Fellow- 
ship planes  flew  these  suppUes,  together  with  per- 
sonnel, into  remote  and  isolated  areas  that  can 
be  reached  only  'by  small  aircraft. 

According  to  the  U.S.  State  Department,  making 
monetary  contributions  to  voluntary  relief  organ- 
izations is  the  quickest  way  to  help  these  hurri- 
cane victims. 


Typical  boy;  doesn't  want  to  pose. 

Children  are  wearing  clothes  given,  at 

a  clothing  distnbution. 


Two  WRC  staff  members  were  sent  to  Honduras 
to  ascertain  what  more  could  be  done  both  at  the 
present  and  in  the  future — as  well  as  inquire  about 
the  effective  use  of  the  money  already  sent.  It  is 
estimated  it  wlU  take  five  years  of  aid  to  over- 
come the  ill  effects  of  Fifi.  For  those  interested, 
complete  reports  on  Honduras,  with  details  of  all 
aid  given  and  to  whom,  are  available  by  wTiting 
to:  World  Relief  Commission,  Boz  44,  Valley  Forge, 
Pennsylvania  19481. 


FELLOW-BRETHBEN,  isn't  it  cause  for  thanksgiving  to  know  that  when  a 
disaster  anywhere  in  the  world  is  reported  on  the  "evening  news,"  we  know  some- 
one (Dr.  Graff  am)  is  already  working  out  a  way  to  use  our  money  (given  in  the 
name  of  Christ)  to  supply  the  victims  with  what  they  need  to  survive — at  the  least 
possible  expense?  THANK  YOU,  WBCni 
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TWO  CURRENT  WORLD  RELIEF  FILMS 

For  Showing  in  Your  Church  Anytime 


Newest   (Just  Released  in  Spring,  1975) 

"HONDURAS  .  .  .  AFTERMATH  OF  HURRICANE  FIFI"  (28  minutes) 
WRC's  newest  sound/color  movie.  Shot  on  location.  Covers  dramatic  flood  scenes, 
devastation  of  woodlands,  banana  plantations  and  houses;  and  ways  evangelicals 
are  responding  to  human  need.  These  are  more  pictures  of  our  Brethren  World 
Relief  dollars  at  work  where  they  are  needed  most.  Missionaries  tell  the  story  of 
the  disaster,  relief  aid,  rehabilitation  programs,  and  spiritual  outreach. 

These  films  are  extremely  good,  available  to  you  free  of  charge. 

Just  send  offerings  or  budgeted  income  for  World  Relief  to  Mr. 

George  Keriin,  1318  East  Douglas,  CJoshen,  Indiana  46526. 

ORDER  FILMS  FROM: 

World  Relief  Commission 

Box  44 

VaUey  Forge,  Penna.     19481 


New  in  1974 

"AFRICA:     DRY  EDGE  OF  DISASTER"     (about  25  minutes) 

Prize-winning  color  movie  of  sub-Sahara  life  and  Christian  aid  for  survival.  Awarded 
the  bronze  medal  as  a  "superbly  creative  documentary"  at  the  Seventh  Annual 
Atlanta  International  Fihn  Festival  in  August.  Over  2,000  films  from  32  nations 
competed.  Also,  it  was  the  only  religious  film  shown  at  the  Recent  Rome  Food  Con- 
gress. An  ideal  way  to  become  informed  of  the  crucial  ways  our  Brethren  World 
ReUef  money  is  being  used  to  help  other  people. 


TENTH  ANNIVERSARY 

of  Brethren  World  Relief 

"It  is  possible  to  give  aivay  and  become  richer! 

It  is  also  possible  to  hold  on  too  tightly  and  lose  everything. 

Yes,  the  liberal  man  shall  be  rich! 

By  watering  others,  he  waters  hinfiself." 

(Proverbs  11:24,  25  -  Living  Bible) 
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WORLD  RELIEF  EMPHASIS 


IN  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 


New  Paris,  Indiana 


A  WALK  FOR  HUNGER 

The  Youth  of  the  New  Paris  First  Brethren 
Church  were  active  last  fall  in  World  Relief. 

On  October  13th,  12  of  them  took  part  in  "A 
Walk  For  Hunger"  to  help  support  the  CROP 
'Ministry.  This  Walk  for  Hunger  was  undertaken 
jby  the  Youth  of  the  6  churches  in  our  township. 
1 A  distance  of  12  mUes  was  walked  by  the  walkers. 
They  each  got  people  to  sponsor  them  at  so  much 
money  for  each  mile  they  would  walk.  In  all,  over 
45  young  people  participated  in  the  walk,  with  a 
total  of  $1,150  being  raised  to  help  the  starving 
people  of  the  world.  The  Brethren  Youth  raised  a 
total  of  $225.00  of  this  amount.  Rev.  George 
Phillips,  80-year-old  retired  minister  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  was  adult  advisor  of  the  Walk 
For  Hunger  and  also  took  part  in  the  walk. 

October  26th,   the  Brethren  Youth  also  helped 


out  in  "Trick  or  Treat  for  CROP."  This  was  spon- 
sored by  our  local  Ministerial  Association  with 
each  of  the  6  churches  having  their  youth,  together 
with  adult  sponsors,  go  from  door-to-door  in  New 
Paris  asking  for  donations  to  CROP  for  helping 
the  hungry  people  of  the  world.  A  total  of  $171.60 
was  realized  and  half  of  this  amount  was  desig- 
nated by  the  Ministerial  Association  to  l»e  sent  to 
the  World  ReUef  Commission  of  NAE. 

These  two  projects  helped  to  focus  the  eyes 
and  thoughts  of  the  young  people  as  well  as  the 
adults  in  our  community  on  the  many  areas  in 
the  world  where  thousands  are  dying  because  of 
lack  of  food. 

As  pastor,  I  was  pleased  with  the  willingness 
of  the  Youth  to  give  of  their  time  and  energy  to 
assist  in  these  two  projects. 

Pastor  Bob  Bischof 

New  Paris  Brethren   Church 


WORLD  RELIEF  CHRISTMAS  CARD  PROJECT 
Washington,  D.C.  Brethren  Church 


I  WORIX)  RELIEF  was  again  chosen  for  our 
Christmas    Missionary   Project   for   1974   here  at 

I  Washington   Brethren   Church,   the  money   desig- 

I  nated  for  African  Drought. 

!  Instead  of  sending  Christmas  cards  to  those 
we  see  each  Sunday  in  our  church  family,  we 
made  a  contribution  to  our  chosen  project.  A  large 
poster  was  placed  on  display  with  a  section  re- 
served to  sign  when  you  make  your  contribution. 
This  signifies  to  your  church  family  that  you  have 
taken  this  means  of  "sending"  Christmas  greetings 
to  them.  $301.67  was  contributed  in  1974  for  World 
ReUef. 

In  addition  to  the  special  projects  at  Christmas 
and  Easter,  the  Missionary  Co^mmittee  also  form- 
ulates yearly  programs  for  both  the  Adult  and 
Children's  Sunday  School  Departments.  The  Adult 
Department  receives  a  love  offering  the  first  Sun- 
day of  each  month  to  support  and  maintain  an 
Evangelist  in   India;    the   Children's   Department 


supports  an  orphan  in  Taiwan  through  World 
Vision.  These  two  projects  require  a  minimum  of 
$300  and  $144  per  year  respectively.  The  children 
also  raised  over  $40  on  their  "money  tree"  for 
special  gifts  to  "their"  child. 

During  past  years,  we  have  made  a  contribution 
to  the  new  missionary  work  in  Colombia  ( Solo- 
mons), supported  a  teen-ager  through  4  years  of 
high  school  at  Riverside  Christian  Training 
School  (Lost  Creek,  Kentucky),  and  made  the 
Chandon  Church  Building  Fund  our  special  project 
for  several  years  at  Christmas  time. 

The  Brethren  here  have  been  most  responsive 
to  the  various  programs  presented  to  them  by  the 
Missionary  Committee  and  we  are  indeed  truly 
grateful  to  them  as  together  we  reach  out  to 
serve  Him. 

Mrs.  Harold  (CecUe)  Babcock 
Missionary  Committee 
Washington  Brethren  Church 


Special  Notice  to: 

CHURCH  TREASURERS   and  INDIVroUAL  DONORS 

Please  send  all  contributions  for  World  Relief  to: 

Mr.  George  Kerlin,  Treasurer 
1318  East  Douglas 
Goshen,  Indiana    46526 
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Team  members  for  the  1975  Summer  Crusader 
Program  have  been  selected  and  are  preparing  for 
an  exciting  7-week.s.  There  are  5  teams  plus  4 
individuals  in  the  Internship  program  serving  our 
Brethren  Churches,  camps  and  nursing  care  facil- 
ities. Again,  our  approach  wiU  be  through  educa- 
tional, evangelistic,  camping,  musical,  nursing,  and 
pastoral  experiences. 

In  this  issue  and  in  the  next  two  Evangelists, 
you  will  meet  the  Crusaders  and  Interns  who  will 
be  serving  you.  Please  begin  praying  for  these 
young  people  as  they  work  to  the  glory  of  God 
through  our  Brethren  Churches  and  organizations. 


Introducing  the  1975 

Summer  Crusaders 


Part  I 


This  summer  12  young  people  (3  units  with  4 
members  on  each  imit)  with  educational  interest 
will  spend  their  summer  in  3  different  parts  of 
our  country — ^Arizona,  the  Midwest  District,  and 
here  in  the  Eastern  Districts.  Tentative  plans  in- 
clude a  variety  of  educational  and  camping  experi- 
ences. Watch  for  more  details  and  the  itinerary  in 
a  future  Evangelist. 


Arizona 


Jim  Miller,  a  third  year  Crusader  camp/ed.  vet- 
eran, will  be  the  leader  of  this  unit.  Jim  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Second  Brethren  Church  of  Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania  and  is  completing  his  freshman  year 
at  Geneva  College  in  Pre-Seminary  study. 


James  Miller,  Leader 
Johnstown  II 
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Educational  Units 

Arizona  -  West 


Debbie  Barber 
Chandon 

From  the  Chandon,  Virginia  Brethren  Church  as 
a  first  year  Crusader,  Debbie  Barber  wiU  be  a 
Senior  Nursing  major  at  Washington  Hospital 
Center  School  of  Nursing  in  Washington,  D.C. 


Linda  Waters 
Massillon 

Linda  Waters  coming  from  our  Massillon,  Ohio 
Brethren  Church  for  her  first  summer  as  a  Cru- 
sader, will  be  a  senior  at  Jackson  Memorial  High 
School. 


Randy  Myers  from  our  St.  James,  Maryland 
Brethren  Church  wHl  be  a  first  year  Crusader. 
Randy  will  enter  Ashland  College  in  the  fall  ma- 
joring in  Mathematics. 


Randy  Myers 
St.  James 
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Educational  Units 

Midwest 


Wayne  Grumbling 
Waterloo 
Wayne  Grumbling  at  the  Waterloo,  Iowa  Breth- 
ren Church  is  the  captain  of  this  unit.  Wayne  will 
be  a  junior  at  Taylor  University  majoring  in 
Speech  and  Drama.  He  was  the  leader  of  a  similar 
unit  in  1972  and  an  Intern  in  1973. 


Clierul  Straab 
Vinco 
From    the    Vinco    Brethren    Church    in    Pennsyl- 
vania comes  Cherj'l  Straub.  Cheryl  graduates  from 
high  school  this  spring  and  will  be  a  first  year 
Crusader  this  summer. 


Robin  Rentzel 
Tucson 
Robin   Rentzel   of   the  Tucson,   Arizona   Brethren 
Church  is  a  second  year  Crusader.  Rotoin  wUl  be 
a  sophomore  at  Ashland  College  studing  to  become 
a  Physical  Therapist. 


Jon  Barber 
Chandon 
Jon    Barber,    a    first    year    Crusader,    will    enter 
Ashland  College  in  the  fall  with  an  Art  major. 
Jon    is    from    the    Chandon,    Virginia 
Church. 


Brethren 


March  32,  1975 
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Educational  Units 

East 


Joan  Holsinger 
Ashland  (Park  Street) 

Joan  Holsinger  hails  from  the  Park  Street  Breth- 
ren Church  in  Ashland,  Ohio.  Thus  is  Joan's  third 
suimimer  as  a  Crusader  and  she  will  be  the  captain 
of  this  unit.  Joan  will  be  a  senior  at  Ashland 
College  majoring  in  Religion  and  Psychology. 


Jerrilyn  Briggs 
Cameron 

Jerrilyn  Brig-gs  is  a  first  year  Crusader  from  the 
Brethren  Church  in  Cameron,  West  Virginia.  Jerry 
is  planning  to  enter  Appalachian  Bible  Institute 
majoring  in  Bible  and  Christian  Education  this 
fall. 


Bobbi  Miller 

Goshen 

Bobbi  Miller,  a  first  year  Crusader,  is  from  the 

Go^en,  Indiana  Brethren  Church.  Boibbi  will  be 

a  senior  at  Goshen  High  School  this  fall. 


Donna  Shank 
Gretna 

Another    third     year    Crusader,     Donna    Shank, 

comes  to  us  from  the  Gretna  Brethren  Church  in 
BeUefontaine,  Ohio.  Donna  plans  to  enter  Madison 
College  with  a  Nursing  major. 
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SPECIAL  PRAYER  CONCERN 


The  Summer  Crusader  Program  is  no  "fun-and-games"  operation.  It  is  real 
kids  facing  real  problems  in  a  real  work  with  the  direction  and  help  ol  a  real  God. 
It  is  a  spiritual  crusade  for  the  cause  of  Jesus  Chrisit. 

God  has  set  a  great  work  before  our  Crusaders,  and  we  know  His  will  will  be 
accomplished  as  His  people  lift  it  up  before  the  Lord.  It  is  our  request  that  again,  as 
last  year,  ooncerned  youth  and  adults  join  us  in  a  dynamic  prayer  effort  so  that  each 
Crusader  and  each  Intern  will  be  the  subject  of  specific  prayers  by  God's  people 
for  guidance  every  day  of  his  or  her  service.  If  you  personally  want  to  join  us  in 
this  prayer  crusade — ^June  15  -  August  17  — please  fill  in  the  accompanying  form. 
If  you  know  of  other  "prayer  warriors"  who  would  Uke  to  sign  up,  please  add  their 
names  and  addresses.  When  we  know  of  your  interest,  we  will  assign  one  Crusader 
to  you  and  send  you  his  name  and  something  about  him,  his  schedule,  and  other 
pertinent  information  so  you  can  pray  knowledgeaibly. 

Thanks  for  your  prayerful  interest. 

Clip  this  form  today  and  mail  it  to: 

Crusader  Prayer  Campaign 
Board  of  Christian  Education 
524  College  Avenue 
Ashland,  OH    44805 


Dear  BCE  Staff, 

I  would  personally  Uke  to  join  the  Summer  Crusader  Prayer  Camypaign  and 
pledge  to  pray  daily  for  the  Crusader  assigned  to  me. 

MY  NAME: ' :^^ 


MY  ADDRESS: 


MY  CHURCH: 


Others  who  would  be  interested  are  listed  below. 


March  22,  1975 
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MODERATOR'S  MESSAGE 

"SPIRITUAL  PUNNING' 


by  Virgil  L.  Barnhart 


When  the  traveler  sets  out  on  his  vacation  he 
wants  to  enjoy  it.  Consequently  for  many  weeks 
he  makes  plans,  checks  schedules,  examines  m^aps 
and  travel  brochures,  choosing  places  to  spend 
time  in  sightseeing.  He  orders  tickets,  has  the  car 
serviced,  and  attempts  to  think  of  various  needs 
that  can  be  planned  ahead  of  time.  He  checks  with 
the  paper  boy  about  the  daily  deliveries.  He 
arranges  with  someone  to  feed  the  pets  and  water 
■the  flowers  and  plants.  He  asks  'the  postman  about 
holding  his  maU,  also  notifies  the  poilice  about 
being  away. 

He  talks  with  numerous  persons  so  that  every 
detail  is  taken  care  of  before  he  leaves  for  his 
vacation  site.  He  tries  to  make  the  journey  safer 
iby  advance  preparation.  However,  he  also  allows 
time  for  other  events  and  happenings  that  are  of 
personal  Interest  as  they  generally  seem  to 
happen. 

Is  there  any  reason  why  peoiple  should  not  make 
plans  for  eternity  with  similar  care?  By  careful 
planning  in  the  spiritual  realm  of  life,  the  need 
for  propver  preparation  can  also  become  reality 
in  the  ibelievers  travel.  The  Bible  is  a  wonderful 
road  map  especialiy  when  we  open  it  to  examine 
it's  various  roads  that  lead  to  our  Christian  des- 
tination. The  Bible  is  a  steady  counselor.  Prayer 
opens  the  door  to  God's  voice  and  instructions. 
The  preaching  of  His  Word  gives  us  direction 
along  the  way.  Chrisitian  friends  offer  their  con- 
cern and  show  us  love  in  Christ.  Aill  these  aids 
and  available  opportunities  guide  us  to  hope  for 
eternity  with  Christ|  It  takes  effort  and  dedica- 
tion, requires  planning  and  comimitment,  and  then 
the  joy  we  seek  is  found. 


Life  is  a  magnificent  adventure  when  you  desire 
His  plan  for  your  life.  You  plan  well  when  you 
accept  the  counsel  of  the  Savior.  God  doesn't  wink 
at  man's  sin  or  his  need.  He  provides  the  answers. 
He  redeems  us  despite  our  lack  of  deserving.  Christ 
gives  new  life,  new  freedom,  and  new  reason  for 
being.  This  is  His  provision  to  make  your  heart 
glad. 

Aillow  God's  love  to  flow  through  us  by  our 
witness  and  thereby  claim  His  personal  plan  for 
our  lives.  He  is  a  living  reality  experienced  within 
the  heart  of  every  Christian.  The  Bible  is  a  road 
(map  needed  for  the  believers  Spiritual  planning. 

Every  time  the  Bible  is  opened  new  thoughts 
come  to  life.  It  is  more  than  a  book  of  memorable 
deeds,  it  is  far  greater  in  value  because  it  is  a 
living  testimony  of  God's  grace  for  (mankind.  It 
depicts  our  desperate  need  and  the  heavenly 
Fathers  great  plan  of  salvation.  It  is  a  personal 
account  of  God's  love  for  us  and  our  response  to 
His  love.  The  crucified,  risen  Christ  is  met  again 
and  again  in  the  Bible  as  our  personal  Savior. 

A  happy  vacation  never  dies,  the  memory  is 
kept  within  the  heart,  and  pictures  will  also  (be 
constant  reminders  of  our  travels.  Isn't  this  like 
our  Christian  witness?  As  we  share  our  faith  in 
God  with  others,  they  carry  that  witness  with  them 
in  their  memory  also.  Others  may  take  this  same 
road  leading  to  Heavenly  citizenship  because  of 
what  you  say,  how  you  live,  and  fthe  type  of  picture 
that  your  life  shows  so  clearly. 

Think  aibout  that  in  the  personal  dimension  of 
"Spiritual  Planning"  for  eternal  life. 

Praise  the  Lord! 


Page  Twenty-six 


The  Brethren  EvangelisJ 


GIRLS! 


Stopi 


by   Beth   Gilmer 


/ 


Read  this  article  at  your  next  Sisterhood  meeting.  Then  let  me  know  what  you 
think! 


(^o-m^  to^    "^ot^ 


No  I,m  not  referring  to  drugs  when  I  say  "going 
to    pot".    I'm    referring    to    SISTERHOOD!    Yes, 
that's  exactly  what  I  mean. 
Sisterhood  is  going  to  pot! 

This  is  the  Easter  season.  We  have  two  primary 
thoughts  Ln  mind:  death  and  resurrection.  Resur- 
rection is  what  I  want  to  approach  you  about: 
resurrection  of  a  dying  Sisterhood. 

I  think  we  can  all  see  it  before  our  eyes.  District 
Sisterhood  is  practically  unheard  of  anymore. 
Local  Sisterhood  is  becoming  dull  and  uninterest- 
ing. National  Sisterhood  is  more  or  less  being 
ignored. 

The  big  question  is  "WHY?"  Why  is  all  of  this 
haippening?  I  guess  when  you  get  right  down  to 
it:  Nobody  cares  anymore!  Nobody  cares  enough 
to  work  up  interesting  meetings,  Nobody  cares 
whether  or  not  their  registrations  are  sent  in. 
Nobody  cares  whether  dues  are  paid.  Nobody  cares 
enough  to  try  to  make  money  for  the  project. 
Nobody  cares  about  the  Thank  offering.  These 
are  all  an  important  part  of  Sisterhood! 

As  I  am  a  National  officer,  I  am  looking  pri- 
marily at  the  Nationa:l  Sisterhood  (which  is  being 
ignored).  It  seems  that  nobody  wants  to  partici- 
pate in  National  Sisterhood  anymore.  They  see 
no  reason  why  they  should. 

I  have  pondered  over  this  jxroblem.  "Is  there 
really  a  good  reason?"  Yes,  I  think  there  is.  Here 
is  what  I  came  up  with: 

What  good  is  any  type  of  a  club,  society  or 
meeting  without  goals;  without  a  purpose?  It 
isn't  much  good.  If  there  is  no  aim  or  purpose, 
there  is  really  no  reason  for  meeting  other  than 


to  have  a  night  of  fellowship  with  your  Christian 
sisters.  (Which  is  good)  But  you  stUl  must  have 
an  aim.  That  is  what  National  Sisterhood  trys 
to  give  you.  You  say  how?  Here's  how: 

If  you  sit  in  your  own  little  town  with  your 
own  little  Sisterhood  doing  your  own  little  thing, 
you  may  be  doing  your  own  town  and  church 
some  good.  But  what  about  the  rest  of  the  world? 
What  are  you  doing  for  them?  What  aibout  the 
rest  of  the  churches  in  the  denomination?  What 
about  the  rest  of  the  girls  in  those  churches  ini 
other  tovwis?  WHAT  ABOUT  THEM??  Nationali 
Sisterhood  is  the  bridge  over  the  gap  betweem 
the  different  churches  and  the  different  societies. 
Doesn't  it  mean  anything  to  know  you  have  Chris- 
tian sisters  in  other  churches  and  that  you  can  all 
work  for  the  same  cause? 

Another  problem,  I  think,  is  lack  of  communi- 
cation concerning  something  very  important: 
MONEY.  Where  in  the  world  does  your  money  go 
that  you  work  so  hard  for  and  g'ive  so  generousdy? 

(1)  AU  money  sent  in  except  project  money  goes 
for: 

(a)  Scholarships 

(b)  the   Evangelist   for   letting   us  print  our 
programs 

(c)  Conference  gifts 

(d)  General  Secretary's  salary 

(e)  Print  costs-program  booklets,  manuals, 
etc. 

(2)  The  project  money  this  year  goes  for: 
(a)  The  Mission  Board  of  the  Brethren 

Church.  The  Mission  Board  supports  not 
only  the  foreign  missionaries  but  also 
the  mission  churches  we  have  right  here 
in  the  United  States. 
If  you  are  not  active  in  these  projects,  you  are 
not  only  hurting  yourselves,  but  you  are  hurting 


r 

ItMarch  22,  1975 

Pothers.  Who?  Well,  you  are  hurting  the  foreign 
i  missionaries  and  mission  churches  who  need  the 
money  we  give  them.  You  are  hurting  the  other 
societies  by  your  lack  of  support.  Without  your 
support,  it  makes  it  a  little  harder  to  furnish  such 
helps  as  program  booklets  and  manuals.  It  makes 
it  a  little  harder  to  print  the  programs  in  the 
E\'angelist.  (And  even  though  your  society  may 
not  use  these  programs,  there  are  others  who  do.) 
It  makes  it  a  little  harder  to  help  you  in  every 
way.  Your  support  is  needed. 

One  of  the  things  that  was  listed  as  where  your 
money  goes  was  the  scholarship.  This  is  a  benefit 
to  you!  If  you  are  a  senior  in  high  school  and 
considering  AsMand  College,  you  can  apply  for 
this  scholarship.  (Forms  will  appear  in  the  Evan- 
gelist soon.)  You  think  it  would  be  hard  to  win 
this  scholarship?  You're  wrong.  Last  year,  nobody 
even  applied. 

Okay,  I've  told  you  why  I  think  you  should  be 
active  in  National  Sisterhood.  But  it  wouldn't  be 
fair  if  I  didn't  hear  your  side  of  the  story.  If  you 
have  gripes  and  complaints,  I  want  to  hear  them. 
I  want  to  know  why  there  is  such  a  lack  of  in- 
terest. I  want  to  know  why  20  societies  that  reg- 
istered last  year  did  not  even  bother  to  register 
this  year  even  after  I  made  a  fuU  page  plea  for 
registrations  in  the  Evangelist  two  months  ago. 
I  received  a  few  registrations  after  that,  but  not 
nearly  what  I  should  have.  I  want  to  know  why. 
If  your  society  wants   to  drop  out  nationally,   I 


Page  Twenty-seven 

want  to  know  why.  What's  wrong?  I  want  to  hear 
your  side  of  the  case. 

Is  Sisterhood  going  to  pot?  Yes,  it  is.  What 
can  be  done?  How  can  we  revive  the  old  Sisterhood 
spirit?  How  can  we  make  it  a  growing  society 
again?  Can  we  bring  ^bout  a  resurrection? 

Girls,  before  I  sign  off,  I  want  to  encourage  you 
to  come  to  National  Conference  in  August.  You  can 
never  realiy  appreciate  the  beauty  of  the  national 
organizations  until  you  come  to  conference  and 
see  and  experience  it  for  yourself.  The  fellowship 
with  those  from  other  churches  from  other  states 
is  something  too  wonderful  for  words.  I  guarantee 
you  that  if  you  come  to  National  Conference  and 
really  participate  in  it,  it  wUl  be  an  experience 
you  wUl  never  forget.  It  is  weU  worth  the  money 
and  the  time  it  will  cost  you.  It  Wiil  also  open 
your  eyes  and  help  you  understand  what  the  na- 
tional organizations  are  all  ahout,  how  they  can 
help  you,  and  why  you  should  participate  actively 
in  them. 

I  pray  there  will  ibe  serious  thought  and  com- 
ments on  this  article.  Are  we  going  to  just  sit 
back  and  let  our  Sisterhood  die?  Doesn't  anybody 
care  at  all  anymore?  If  you  can  spare  one  small 
dime,  you  can  afford  all  it  wiU  cost  to  help  bring 
Sisterhood  back  to  life  again.  Write  and  let  me 
have  your  thoughts  and  comments. 

Miss  Beth  Gilmer 
415  Claremont  Ave. 
Ashland,  OH    44805 


THE  BRETHREN  BOND  OF  PRAYER 


Our  Brethren  Church  is  beginning  toG....R....O....W.  It  is  only  a  begin- 
ning but  everything  has  to  have  a  start.  We  will  need  continuing  numibers  of  men 
and  women  who  wUl  shepherd  God's  flocks  everywhere  in  the  world.  There  will  be 
needs  for  pastors,  teachers,  missionaries,  and  persons  for  all  kinds  of  educational 
ministeries. 

Many  people  in  the  Brethren  Church  are  praying  regularly  for  such  persons 
to  take  responsibilities  in  leadership.  God  teUs  us  that  we  must  pray  for  lalborers  for 
the  harvest  (fields  which  are  white  unto  harvest.  Whether  we  fully  understand  that 
or  not  we  know  we  must  olbey  His  Word.  So  we  have  many  people  who  have  joined 
the  Brethren  Bond  of  Prayer. 

If  you  are  vwlling  to  become  part  of  the  answer  to  the  world's  needs,  and  our 
own  Christian  responsilbility  to  those  needs,  please  join  with  others  in  praying  reg- 
ularly for  God  to  supply  laborers. 

We  are  going  to  trust  (3od  to  supply  laborers  and  a  harvest.  It  is  his  will  that 
we  have  leaders  to  help  us  all  to  look  for  God's  lost  sheep. 

Unite  in  the  BRETHREN  BOND  OF  PRAYER,  write  to: 
Charles  R.  Munson 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
910  Center  Street 
Ashland,  Ohio    44805 

Pastor  James  Black,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orval  Boyer  have  indicated  their  desire 
to  pray  regularly  for  laborers  for  God's  harvest  fields. 
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Memorials 


HIPSHER 

Mr.  Donald  Hipsher,  71  died  Sunday,  January 
12,  1975  in  Lakeland,  Fla.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife  Iguma,  Son  Carl  Hipsher,  Daughter  Mrs. 
Martha  Steineke.  His  membership  in  First  Breth- 
ren Church,  Elkhart,  Indiana.  Pastor  Dale  RuLon 
and  Pastor  Dana  Hartong  officiated. 

FUNK 

Mrs.  Pearl  Funk,  78  died  Friday,  January  24, 
1975.  Was  preceded  hi  death  by  her  husband  and 
son.  Member  of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Elkhart  and  President  of  the  Altruist  Sunday 
School  Class.  Dale  RuLon,  Pastor. 

LEATHERMAN 

Mrs.  Grace  Leatherman,  93  died  Thursday, 
February  20,  1975.  She  is  survived  iby  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  iGera'ldine  Johnson.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  First  Brethren  Church  in  EJkhart,  Indiana. 
Dale  RuLon,   Pastor. 

McKINNEY 

Mrs.  Lena  M.  McKinney,  of  12811  KnoMey  View 
Avenue,  Cresaptown,  Maryland  born  October  20, 
1913  departed  this  life  February  5,  1975.  Surviving 
are  a  son;  one  step-daughter,  and  three  step^sons; 
four  sisters  and  two  brothers;  13  grandchildren 
and  four  great-grandchildren.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  First  Brethren  Church,  Cum'berland,  Mary- 
land. Rev.  Bruce  C.  Shanholtz  conducted  memorial 
services,  with  the  assistance  of  Rev.  Robert  L. 
Nair,  pastor  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
Potomac  Park,  a  long  time  friend  of  the  family. 
*     *     * 

KERB 

Lauree  Kerr  passed  away  February  14,  1975  at 
the  age  of  74.  Rev.  M.  W.  Dodds  conducted  the 
memorial  services. 

Surviving  are  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Charles  Lavoie, 
Stryker,  Ohio  and  2  grandsons;  Rex  of  California 
and  Bruce  of  Stryker. 

She  had  been  a  member  of  the  Bryan,  Ohio  First 
Brethren  Church  since  1917. 

KNEE 

Mr.  Harry  Knee,  age  89,  of  Wabash,  Indiana, 
passed  away  at  his  winter  home  in  Florida  on 
January  27,  1975.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  a 
daughter,  Mrs.  Ruth  HuUinger;  a  grand-daughter 
and  three  great-grandsons. 

He  became  a  member  of  the  College  Comer 
Brethren  Church  in  1907  and  served  as  a  deacon 
of  the  church  for  many  years.  Services  were  held 
at  the  church  with  the  Rev.  Duane  Dickson  offi- 
ciating. Burial  was  in  the  Mississinewa  Memorial 
Cemetery,  Wabash,  Indiana. 


SMITH 

David  Franklin  Smith  of  32  Pennsylvania  Ave- 
nue, Cumberland,  Maryland,  bom  July  1,  1893 
departed  this  life  October  18,  1974.  He  is  survived 
by  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Elva  Baldwin,  same  address; 
also  a  brother,  Grover  Smith  of  Baker,  West  Vir- 
ginia. Mr.  Smith  attended  The  First  Brethren 
Church,  Cumberland,  Maryland.  The  undersigned 
conducted  memorial  services  with  interment  in 
Sunset  Memorial  Park  Bedford  Road. 

Bruce  C.  Shanholtz 

*  *     * 

NEWCOMB 

Robert  W.  Newoomb,  21,  passed  away  Decemiber 
2,  1974.  Surviving  are  his  mother,  father,  two 
sisters  and  one  brother.  Services  were  held  on 
December  4th;  burial  was  in  the  County  Line 
Cemetery  with  Rev.  Wilbur  L.  Thomas  officiating. 

*  *     * 

METZGER 

Melvln  E.  Metzger,  92,  a  resident  of  the  Brethren 
Home,  passed  away  December  17,  1974.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  Decemt>er  20,  by  Pastor 
Edward  West  at  the  Johnson  Funeral  Home  in 
Mulberry,  Indiana. 


Weddings 


LAWSON-KEIXAM 

On  January  3,  1975  Miss  Diana  L.  Lawson, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burvia  W.  Lawson,  Wa- 
bash, Indiana  and  Jeffery  R.  KeUam,  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Everett  E.  KeUam,  Wabash,  Indiana, 
were  married  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  CoiUege 
Corner  Brethren  Church.  Rev.  Duane  Dickson 
officiated  at  the  service.  Jeff  and  Diana  are  both 
memlbers  of  the  College  Comer  Church.  These 
newlyweds  are  residing  in  Fort  Wayne  where  he 
is  an  Indiana  University  student. 


Goldenaires 


Earl  and  Lois  Smith,  50th  Wedding  Anniversary 
March  25,  1975.  They  are  members  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church,  Elkhart,  Indiana. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Douglass,  members  of 
the  Flora  First  Brethren  Church,  celebrated  their 
50th  Wedding  Anniversary  Januciry  25,  1975. 

On  November  4,  1974,  WUliam  and  Ruth  Rench 
memlbers  of  Stockton,  CaHfomia  Bretiiren  Church 
celeibrated  their  50th  Wedding  Anniversary. 

MEMBERSHIP  GROWTH 

Paris  Street,  Ashland,  Ohio — 3  by  baptism 

5  by  letter 
Sarasota,  Florida — 9  by  baptism 

2  by  letter 
Flora,   Indiana — 5  by  baptism 


March  22,  1975 
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NEWS  FROM 
ASHLAND  COLLEGE 


"The  more  we  are  involved,  the  more  we  will 
understand,"  President  Clayton  told  members  of 
the  college  family  at  a  recent  meeting  of  admin- 
istrators, faculty,  and  staff.  With  this  uitroduc- 
tion.  Dr.  Clayton  gave  a  resume  of  the  meeting 
of  the  Ashland  Collage  Board  oif  Trustees,  which 
met  January  29  for  their  semi-annual  meeting 
on  the  campus.  In  addition  to  the  Trustees,  selected 
people  representing  the  administration,  instruc- 
tiomal  faculty,  and  students  were  in  attendance. 

Some  of  this  information  is  ibeing  shared  with 
you — ^the  Brethren  Church.  To  paraphrase  Dr. 
Clayton's  statement,  the  more  we  are  informed, 
the  more  we  want  to  be  involved. 

The  campus  center  was  officially  named  the 
Ada  F.  Patterson  Camipus  Center,  in  memory  of 
this  long-time  resident  of  Ashland.  Miss  Patterson 
was  always  young  in  heart;  a  lover  of  fun  and 
youth.  Miss  Patterson  bequeathed  $105,000  which 
was  the  incentive  to  students  to  raise  additional 
funds  for  remodeling  the  former  library.  With 
many  projects  and  additional  gifts  the  cost  was 
met,  and  the  campus  center  was  opened  at  ithe 
start  of  the  second  semester.  The  camipus  center 
houses  the  student  union,  the  bookstore,  the  mail 
room,  and  the  copy  center. 

The  Trustees  gave  the  distinction  of  Faculty 
Emeritus  to  Dr.  L.  E.  Lindower  and  Harry  E. 
Weidenhamer,  who  retired  in  1974  after  serving 
Ashland  College  for  37  and  31  years  respectively. 

Enrollment  for  this  semester  is  about  1760  full- 
time  students.  It  is  normal  to  have  a  decUne  for 
the  second  semester  due  to  Deceaniber  graduates 
(78)  and  student  dismissals  (21)  for  ppor  grades. 


Applications  for  the  freshman  class  are  far 
more  numerous  than  in  previous  years.  "There 
is  an  outlook  of  hope  on  campus,"  President 
Clayton  said.  "The  academic  program  is  still  good 
and  the  quahty  of  the  program  is  high  despite 
a  few  necessary  cuts." 

The  Trustees  accepted  the  Report  of  the  Long- 
Range  Planning  Committee  as  a  iguideUne.  In- 
cluded in  the  Report  were  basic  assumptions  which 
affect  the  College's  planning,  long — and  short — 
range  recommendations,  and  areas  in  need  of 
further  study.  The  Committee  memibers  were 
representatives  of  the  trustees,  administration, 
instructional  faculty,  and  staff. 

Tuition  was  increased  $100  per  semester  for 
1975-76.  It  is  imperative  that  the  increase  be 
granted,  due  to  the  rising  costs  which  beset  us  all. 
There  was  no  increase  in  the  iboard  and  room  fees. 

The  Trustees  re-elected  their  officers:  Elton 
Whitted  (Ashland),  Chairman;  Thomas  Stoffer 
(Canton),  Vice  Chairman;  Stephen  Gilbert 
(Toledo),  Secretary;  and  Paul  Steiner  (Lanark), 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Trustees  representing  The  Brethren  Church  who 
attended  the  meeting  were:  R.  Wellington  Klingel, 
Milford  Brinegar,  Thomas  Stoffer,  Howard  Win- 
field,  C.  A.  King,  Wade  B.  Johnson,  Paul  D. 
Steiner,  Robert  Kline,  Smith  Rose,  Enunert  R. 
Wilson,  Glenn  Shank,  Stephen  Gilbert,  Mrs.  Daniel 
Stanley,  Thomas  Van  Meter,  Myron  S.  Kam,  Elton 
Whitted,  Virgil  Bamhart,  Jack  Brant,  RotoeiTt 
Keplinger,  James  Black,  LeRoy  Boyer,  and  Merle 
Holden. 

Mrs.  Clayton  entertained  the  Trustee  Auxiliary 
in  the  President's  office.  Mrs.  R.  WeUington 
Klingel  (SmithviUe)  presided  over  the  bnei 
business  meeting,  ^which  included  election  of 
officers.  Mrs.  Robert  KUne  (Dayton)  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  Van  Meter  (Ashland)  are  president  and 
seoretary-treasurer   respectively. 

Jurgen  iMueUer,  the  German  exchange  student, 
who  is  sponsored  by  the  Auxiliary,  spoke  on  'Ms 
experiences  at  the  College.  Mrs.  Joseph  (Anita) 
Reichard,  associate  professor  Of  (Jerman,  was  a 
guest  with  Jurgen. 

The  100th  anniversary  of  Ashland  College  will 
be  in  1978.  Activities  under  the  broad  title  of 
Project  78  are  being  planned.  The  year  wiH  be 
exciting,  commemorating  many  experiences  of 
joy,   disappointment,  growth,  hope,  and  faith. 

Joan  Ronk 
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CHURCH 
NEWS 


SARASOTA,  FLORIDA 

Missionary   Net   Operator 

STATION  WB4KVK  IS  ON  THE  AIR  .  .  . 
FROM  SARASOTA,  FLORIDA  AROUND  THE 
WORLD.  Mr.  Herb  Hofer  was  bom  in  South 
Dakota  where  he  grew  up  on  a  farm  aJid  later 
owned  a  farm  machinery  business  ajid  also  sold 
securities  and  investments  for  several  years.  Upon 
moving  to  Florida  he  began  a  hobby  as  a  ham 
operator  which  started  him  on  a  new  ministry 
for  Christ  in  working  with  missionaries  around 
the  world.  At  present  his  station  is  located  in  the 
back  room  of  his  store  known  as  Herlb's  BaiTber 
Sihop  in  the  Colonial  Shopping  Center,  a  Mock 
from  the  Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church. 


Brother  Herb  has  been  sending  messages  for 
missionaries  and  phone  patches  for  families  in 
the  United  States  for  the  past  eight  years.  Herb 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Sarasota  First  Brethren 
Church  for  almost  six  years  and  has  heilped  to 
make  contact  with  our  missionaries  in  Colombia 
cind  Argentina. 

Brother  Herb  has  a  brother  in  South  Dakota 
WOE44  with  whom  he  talks  every  day.  Herb  is 
also  a  private  pilot  with  over  17  years  of  flying. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Business  Men  of 
Sarasota  and  is  treasurer  of  the  Laymen's  organ- 
ization at  Sarasota  First  Brethren.  His  wife  Wanda 
is  a  nurse  at  Sarasota  Memorial  Hospital  and  his 
daughter  Melody  graduated  this  past  year  from 
Wheaton  College  and  is  now  teaching  music  in 
an  elementary  school  in  Bradenton,  Florida. 

— Sarasota,  Florida 


OAK  HILL,  WEST  VIRGINIA 

WeU  its  been  a  while  since  you've  heard  fro 
us  here  in  Oak  HUl,  but  we're  stiU  praising  the 
Lord  in  all  things. 

October  28  thru  November  3rd  were  the  dates, 
for  our  fall  revival  with  the  Rev.  Kent  Beimett.  I 
Rev.  Bennett  ibrought  a  series  of  messages  on  j 
"END   TIME   EVENTS".  Ij 

"THE  SKY'S  THE  LIMIT"  was  the  title  given '| 
our  Sunday  School  contest  in  October.  Our  attend-  J 
ance  has  been  considerably  higher  since  the  con- 1| 
test.  Average  attendance  for  the  month  of  Septem- 1 
ber,  1974  was  86,  with  an  average  of  117  for  the' 
imonth  of  October  1974,  as  comivared  to  an  average ! 
attendance  of  72  for  the  month  of  October  1973.  i 
There  was  a  net  gain  in  membership  of  15  and  14  I 
persons  confirmed  their  Faith  through  baptism  i 
in   1974.  PRAISE  THE  LORD!  ; 

October  27,  a  movie,  "A  THIEF  IN  THE  I 
NIGHT,"  was  shown  at  the  church.  This  is  not ' 
an  entertaining  fOm  but  one  that  makes  us  more  ] 
aware  of  how  little  time  there  is  to  contact  the ' 
unsaved  and  make  them  realize  that  now  is  the  j 
accepted  time  to  receive  Christ  as  their  Savior  j 
because  tomorrow  may  be  too  late. 

Christmas  was  a  real  blessing  as  it  always  is 
to  us  at  First  Brethren.  It  was  also  a  very  busy 
time.  There  was  the  Cantata,  "MIRACLE  OF 
LOVE";  the  Christmas  play,  "CHRISTMAS  VIS- 
ITOR FROM  OUTERSPACE",  written  and  direct- 
ed by  our  Pastor,  BUI  Skeldon.  Various  classes 
got  together  for  time  of  fellowship  as  well  as 
parties  for  the  youth.  Two  of  the  most  enjoyable 
services  of  the  Holiday  Season  were  the  Christmas 
Eve  Candle  Light  Service  and  the  Watch  Night 
Service  on  New  Years  Eve.  They  were  a  blessing 
to  all  who  could  attend. 

Missionary  Conference  January  10,  11,  and 
12th  with  the  Rev.  Dick  Winfield  was  especially  - 
enlightening  with  regard  to  the  mission  fields  of 
Colombia,  India  and  Nigeria.  Mrs.  Fred  Pennington 
and  Mrs.  Burl  Burton  were  elected  as  co-chairman 
of  the  Missionary  Committee  and  are  to  report 
monthly  on  the  happenings  in  the  Mission  Field. 
Faith  Promise  offering  was  received  on  Sunday 
and  a  total  of  $2870.00  promised  for  the  year 
1975.  Our  Faith  is  strong  and  we  know  the  Lord 
wiU  bless  us  accordingly. 

During  the  month  of  January,  Sunday  morning 
worship  services  were  heard  over  WOAY  radio 
station  in  Oak  HUl.  This  was  especially  appreciated 
by  our  Shut-Ins. 

Our  new  church  bus  arrived  Feib.  9,  1975.  Its 
a  bright  orange,  15  passenger,  Plymouth  Van  and 
will  be  used  for  all  church  services  as  well  as  other 
activities  of  the  church.  Visitation  for  our  bus 
routes  is  scheduled  for  each  Saturday  at  2  P.M. 
We  would  appreciate  your  prayers  as  we  attempt 
to  use  this  bus  to  bring  new  Souls  to  Christ. 

February  6,  was  the  first  meeting  of  the  new 
"PRAYER  AND  SHARE"  groups  at  the  home  of  1 
June  AUen.  Another  group  met  at  Mrs,  Aliens  on 
Feb.  13,  with  six  persons  attending.  A  wonderful 
time  of  fellowship  and  sharing  of  Christian  ex- 
periences was  enjoyed  by  all  attending.  There  wiU 
also  'be  groups  meeting  at  the  church  on  Fridays 
beginning  Feib.  21,  at  7  P.M.  Other  groups  will  be 
meeting  in  individual  homes  as  the  Lord  leads. 


Warch  22,  1975 

A  Valentine  party  was  given  for  the  youth  on 
Friday  Feib.  14.  Feb.  11  the  Sisterhood  girls  spon- 
sored a  Valentine  dinner  at  the  church  with 
approximately  seventeen  persons  attending. 

Hats  off  to  our  basketball  coach,  Gary  Crouch 
and  team.  Our  church  team  has  played  a  two 
game  win  in  the  first  two  games  of  the  season. 
Keep  up  the  good  work.  Seems  as  though  that's 
aU  the  news  we  can  think  of  for  now  but  hoipe  to 
have  more  for  next  month. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Linda  Smith 
Corresponding  Secretary 
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MOVING  TO  NEW  ADDRESS? 

Please  notify  us  at  least 
3  weeks  in  advance 


Name  of  Subscriber     (Please  print  or  type) 


STOCKTON,  CALIFORNIA 

At  a  recent  special  congregational  meeting. 
Pastor  Delmer  G.  Lawson,  was  extended  and  has 
accepted  the  pastoral  call  for  his  third  year  as 
leader  of  the  Stockton  Congregation.  Sj>irit-borin 
enthusiasm  and  endeavor  enriched  by  energy  in 
Christian  love  and  fellowship  is  producting  a 
strong  indication  of  great  things  ahead  for  this 
Church. 

Prayers,  ideas,  and  dreams  of  building  construc- 
tion on  Stockton's  large  prime,  unused  portion 
of  property  are  slowly  becomiing  more  tangible. 
Volunteers,  under  the  capable  direction  of  Brother 
Dorman  Ronk,  in  Ashland,  Ohio  are  pursuing 
"facts,  figures,  and  statistics"  to  get  an  initial 
sense  of  direction  as  to  the  feasibility  of  this 
potential  program. 
Our  Sunday  School: 

The  Sunday  School  Department's  great  new 
leader  for  the  new  church  year,  Brother  Wesley 
Steyer,  is  gaining  consistent  growth.  His  new 
projects  and  plans  are  drawing  a  high-level  in- 
terest from  old  and  young  aUke.  New  spiritual 
life  is  being  ibom  into  our  midst,  as  old  attendance 
records  are  shattered,  and  solid  new  averages  are 
estalblished. 

Respectfully  submitted: 
Ruth  A.  Creson 
Recording  Secretary 


FLORA,  INDIANA 

Greetings  from  Flora,  Indiana.  We  have  been 
busy  as  usual.  Our  revival  meetings  were  held 
last  fall  with  Rev.  W.  E.  Thomas  of  Loree  in 
charge.  His  inspirational  messages  were  enhanced 
with  special  music  from  the  Gospel  Tones  quartet. 
William  McCarty,  one  of  the  members  of  the 
quartet,  led  congregational  singing  each  evening. 

The  Hueni  family  of  Mlshawaka  provided  won- 
derful messages  in  song  for  our  Rally  Day  pro- 
igram  in  October. 

We  celebrated  the  birthday  of  Jesus  with  a 
carryto  supper  on  the  evening  of  December  8th. 
Each  Sunday  School  class  provided  a  special  num- 
ber for  the  program. 
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WOODSY  OWL  FOR 

NATURAL  BEAUTY! 

We  just  cani  depend  on  the  other  guy  to  keep  our 
outdoors  beautiful.  Its  up  to  each  and  every  one  of 
us  to  prevent  sight  pollution  and  to  make  America  a 
better  place  to  live.  For  ways  you  can  help,  send  for 
Woodsy  Owls  anti-pollution  poster.  It's  yours  free 
when  you  write  Woodsy  Owl,  Forest  Service,  U.S.D.A 
Washington,  DC  20250 

And  remember,  give  a  hoot,  don't  pollute. 
Don't  be  a  dirty  bird,  no  matter  where  you  go 

"TIK3 " 


WOODSY  OWL,  the  anti-pollution  spokesbird  for 
the  U.S.  Forest  Service  says: 

Run  your  dishwasher  only  once  a  day,  or  less,  de- 
pending on  size  of  your  family.  This  helps  to  con- 
serve water. 
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A  tribute  and  memorial  to  Mrs.  Fred  Vanator, 
wife  of  Rev.  Fred  Vanator,  Pastor  Emeritus  otf 
The  First  Brethren  Church  in  Sarasota,  Floiida 
is  published  on  page  7  of  this  issue.  Having  been 
acquainted  with  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Vanator  since  they 
served  in  the  pastorate  of  the  Brethren  Church 
in  (Ilanton,  Ohio  and  perhaps  a  bit  more  fully 
since  occupying  the  chair  once  held  by  Rev. 
Vanator  as  Editor  of  THE  iBRE,THREN  EVAN- 
GELIST. I  wish  to  echo,  in  behalf  of  The  Publish- 
ing Coimpany  the  sentiments  expressed  by  Dr. 
Hamel  in  his  tribute  to  her. 


A  poem  whose  author  is  unknown  was  sent  with 
the  tribute  by  Dr.  Hamel  and  exemplifies  to  the 
utmost  the  life  of  Mrs.  Vanator  and  we  might  add 
it  also  applies  to  a  legion  of  feminalities  knowm 
as  pastors'  wives: 

There  is  one  person  in  your  chiirdh 

Who  knows  your  preacher's  life; 
She's  wept   and  saniled  and  prayed  with  him, 

And  that's  your  preacher's  wife. 


She  knows  your  prophet's  weakest  point, 

And  knows  his  greatest  power; 
She's  heard  him  sipeak  in  trumpet  tone 

In  his  great  triumph  hour. 
She's  heard  him  groaning  in  his  soul 

When  bitter  raged  the  strife, 
As,  hand  in  his,  she  knelt  with  him — 

For  she's  the  preacher's  wife. 
The  crowd  has  seen  him  in  his  strength. 

When   glistened  his   drawn  siword 
As  underneath  God's  banner  folds 

He  faced  the  devil's  horde. 
But  she  knows  deep  within  her  heart 

That  scarce  an  hour  before, 
She  helped  'him  pray  the  glory  down 

Behind   a  fast-closed  door 
You  tell  your  tales  of  prophets  brave 

Who  walked  across  the  world. 
And  changed  the  course  of  history 

But  burning  words  they  hurled. 
And  I  will  tell  how,  back  of  them, 

Some  women  lived  their  lives, 
Who  wept  with  them  and  prayed  with  them- 

They  were  the  preachers'  wives! 

— Author  unknown 
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By  the  Way 


TLL  FORGIVE  .  .  . 

But  Forget^  «  .  Never^^ 


Henry  Ward  Beecher  is  credited  with  this  philo- 
sophy on  ifoirgiveness:  "I  can  forgive,  but  I  canno't 
forget"  is  only  another  way  of  saying,  "I  will  not 
forgive."  Forgiveness  ought  to  he  like  a  cancelled 
note — torn  in  two,  and  ibumed  up,  so  that  it  never 
can  be  shown  against  one. 

There  have  been  ever  so  many  things  written 
and  quoted  about  the  subject  of  forgiveness  rang- 
ing from  a  humorous  to  the  utmost  in  philoso- 
phical tones  such  as  Oscar  Wilde's  "Always  for- 
give your  enemies,  nothing  annoys  them  so  much" 
aind  "There  is  no  revenge  so  complete  as  forgive- 
ness" by  Josh  Billings  to  Alexander  Pope's  "To 
err  is  human;  to  forgive,  divine"  and  "The  weak 
can  never  forgive.  Forgiveness  is  the  attribute 
of  the  strong"  by  Mahatma  Gandhi. 

But  the  most  clear-cut  example  of  forgiveness 
is  ifound  in  the  Scriptures  and  weire  this  example 
followed  to  the  utmost,  words  such  as  revenge, 
retaliation,  reprisal,  vengeance,  vindictiveness 
could  be  eliminated  from  our  vocabulary.  The 
exemiple  of  forgiveness  referred  to  is  found  in  the 
Gospel  of  Matthew  in  dhaipters  18  and  especially 
in  chapter  6. 

Matthew  6:12 — "And  forgive  us  our  debts,  as 
we  forgive  our  debtors."  The  Uttle  word  as  makes 
a  great  deal  of  difference.  It  puts  a  big  respotn- 
silbility  upon  us.  As  we  forgive  our  debtors,  God 
is  to  forgive  us. 

Matthew  18:21-35 — "Then  came  Peter  to  him, 
and  said.  Lord,  how  oft  shall  my  brother  sin 
against  me,  and  il  forgive  him?  till  seven  'times? 
Jesus  saitli  unto  him,  I  say  not  unto  thee,  Until 
seven  times:  but.  Until  seventy  times  seven.  There- 
fore is  the  kingdom  of  heaven  likened  unto  a 
certain  king,  which  would  take  account  of  his  ser- 
vants. And  when  he  had  begun  to  reckon,  one 
was  broiught  unto  hiim,  Which  owed  him  ten  thous- 
and talents.  But  forasrmjoh  as  he  had  not  to  pay, 
his  lord  commanded  him  to  be  sold,  and  his  wife, 
and  children,  and  all  that  he  had,  and  payment 
to  'be  made.  The  servant  .therefore  fell  down  and 


worshipped  him,  saying.  Lord,  have  patience  with 
me,  and  I  will  pay  thee  all.  Then  the  lord  of  that 
servant  was  moved  w:itih  compassion,  and  loosed 
him,  and  forgave  him  the  debt.  But  the  same  ser- 
vant went  out,  and  found  one  of  his  f ellowservants, 
which  owed  him  an  hundred  pence:  and  he  laid 
hands  on  him,  and  took  him  by  the  throat  saying. 
Pay  me  that  thou  owest.  And  his  fellowservajnt  feU 
down  at  his  feet,  and  besought  him,  saying.  Have 
patience  with  me,  and  I  will  pay  thee  all.  And  he 
would  not:  but  went  and  cast  him  into  prison  tUl 
he  should  pay  the  debt.  So  when  his  fellowservants 
saw  what  was  done,  they  were  very  sorry,  and 
came  and  told  unto  their  lord  all  that  was  done. 
Then  his  lord,  after  that  he  had  called  him,  said 
unto  him,  O  thou  wicked  servant,  I  forgave  thee 
all  that  debt,  because  thou  desiredst  me:  Shouldest 
not  tihou  also  have  had  compassion  on  thy  fellow- 
servant,  even  as  I  had  pity  on  thee?  And  his  lord 
was  wroth,  and  deUvered  him  to  the  tormentors, 
till  he  should  pay  all  that  was  due  unto  him.  So 
likewise  shall  my  heavenly  Father  do  also  unto 
you,  if  ye  from  your  hearts  forgive  not  every  one 
his  ibrother  their  treaspasses." 

Peter  thought  he  was  being  generous  when  he 
asked  if  he  should  forgive  seven  times;  but,  Jesus 
said  seventy  times  seven. 

The  first  servant  owed  millions  of  doUars,  which 
he  could  never  pay  back.  We  are  like  this  servant 
as  to  the  debt  we  owe  God.  He  forgives  us  that 
debt  When  we  accept  Jesus  as  Savior  and  Lord 
of  our  lives.  The  second  servant  owed  $18.00.  How 
can  we  expect  God  to  forgive  us  our  millions  if 
we  are  not  willing  to  forgive  our  fellowman  'his 
$18.00.  Verse  35  tells  us  God  wiQ  do  the  same  thing 
to  us  as  the  lord  of  the  first  master  did  to  him  if 
we  do  not  forgive  from  our  hearts  our  own  hro'th- 
er  'his  trespasses.     (G.S.) 

Editorial  based  O'n  a  sermon  by 
Rev.  R.  'Carpen'ter,  Pastor, 
N.  I.  Ohristiam  Church 


Behold  affronts  and  indignities  which  the  world 
things  it  right  never  to  pardon,  whidh  the  Son 
of  God  endures  with  a  Divine  meekness!  Let  us 
cast  at  the  feet  of  Jesus  that  false  honor,  that 
quick  sense  of  affronts,  which  exaggerates  every 
thing,  and  pardons  nothing,  and,  above  all,  that 
devilish  determination  in  resenting  injuries. 
— Quesnel 


For  still  in  mutual  sufferance  lies 
The  secret  of  true  living; 

Love  scarce  is  love  that  never  knows 
The  sweetness  of  forgiving. 

—J.  G.  Whittier 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


WORK   AND   WORSHIP   TOUR 
IN   COLOMBIA 


by  Kenneth  L.  Solomon  i 


The  Lord  helped  in  a  marvelous  way  to  get 
everything  in  readiness  for  the  arrival  of  the 
Work  and  Worship  Tour  group,  and  also,  in  carry- 
ing O'Ut  each  day's  activities. 

On  Saturday,  January  25th,  the  group  arrived 
at  the  Medellin,  Colombia  airport  and  were  met 
by  Kenneth  Solomon,  missionary  in  Colombia, 
along  with  his  fine  Christian  friend  Who  assisted 
the  Americans  through  customs.  While  awaiting 
their  turn  in  customs.  Reverend  William  Fells 
(pastor  at  Sugar  Creek  Church  of  The  Brethren) 
led  the  group  in  practicing  Spanish  choruses  they 
were  learning.  They  proceeded  on  their  trip  on  a 
bus  quite  similar  to  scenic  cruisers  in  the  States 
and  were  soon  settled  in  their  hotel  rooms.  After 
a  brief  time  of  rejoicing,  praising  God,  prayer  of 
thanksgiving  and  orientation,  we  introduced  them 
to  their  first  Latin  "lunch" — ^Where  none  could 
get  used  to  eating  so  much  food,  but  they  reaUy 
enjoyed  it  and  the  fine  service. 

That  afternoon  most  wanted  to  rest;  however, 
some  did  go  out  with  Joel  and  Margi  Solomon 
acting  as  their  guides  and  interpreters.  At  that 
time  I  was  ibusily  making  final  arrangements  for 
the  evangelistic  supper  to  be  held  that  evening. 
This  special  dinner  at  7:30  accomodated  60  per- 
sons— Which  included  tour  members,  missionaries 
and  local  people.  They  sat  at  tables  so  that  there 
wa5  soimeone  who  knew  a  little  of  both  languages 
and  little  taibles  accomniiodated  both  North  and 
South  Americans  mixed.  After  the  supper  there 
was  singing  in  English,  a  lovely  special  number 
in  EngUsh  and  Spanish  by  Becky  Grumbling  and 
<Vhen  a  Salvation  message  and  invitation  by 
Reverend  Curtright  of  the  Burlington  Church  with 
Reverend  Solomion  interpreting.  Gideon  New  Test- 
aments were  given  out  to  many  and  tracts  offered 
to  the  waiters. 

Sunday  morning  the  bus  picked  us  up  at  9:30 
A.M.  and  took  us  to  the  rented  house  in  Camp 
Valdes  where  the  group  of  50  or  more  heard  a 
■half -hour  program  with  Becky  Grumbling's  special 
number,  Carl  Barber's  testimony  and  with  Bill 
Fells  leading  Spanish  choruses.  Mid-afternoon 
then  we  had  a  fellowship  at  the  missionary's  home 
and  at  6:30  P.M.  a  meeting  for  the  neighbors. 

Monday  A.M.  the  'bus  took  the  group  on  a  tour 
of  the  most  interesting  places  in  Medellin,  of  which 


Wor-k  and  Worship  Tour'  in 
Medellin,  Colombia 


the  Bull  Ring  was  one  of  the  main  attractions. 
They  then  gave  the  morning  Chapel  service  at  the 
George  Washington  School  for  missionary  children 
located  on  the  Inter-American  United  Biblical 
Seminary  grounds.  Rev.  Fells  spoke  to  the  children 
and  Becky  sang  again.  They  toured  the  schools 
then  and  had  a  visit  with  the  missionaries.  That 
afternoon  we  accepted  the  invitation  of  imy  dairy 
farmer  neighbor  to  visit  his  200  acre  farm.  They 
had  a  'wonderful  time  at  the  farm  and  Reverend 
Curtright  looked  like  a  Wyoming  cowboy  when 
he  rode  the  lovely  white  horse.  Those  Who  re- 
mained in  town  went  shopping  with  Jeanette 
Solomon. 

Monday  evening  we  had  a  program  of  worship 
and  fellowship  with  all  EngUsh-speaking  people 
of  Medellin  invited.  1  translated  the  message  ot 
Carl  Banber,  Becky  sang  as  did  Jon  Bariber  and 
Tom  Keplinger  anid  Mrs.  Lowell  Brown  gave  a 
reading. 

Tuesday  the  bus  took  the  tour  group  up  into  the 
mountains  toward  Rio  Negro  with  a  young  man 
of  iColombia  providing  gruitar  music  and  real 
Colombian  flavor  to  the  tri'p.  We  all  enjoyed  the 
600  varieties  of  orchids  at  the  restored  coloniial 
type  pueblo  and  many  bought  ponchos  and  rugs. 
This  place  has  40,000  Sheep  on  the  large  ranch. 
Then  we  enjoyed  eating  at  the  restaurant  at  the 
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ibase  of  a  magniificent  waterfall  up  in  the  moun- 
'  tains.  After  that  we  saw  a  lot  of  lovely  scenic 
views  on  our  way  back  to  MedeiULn  by  another 
route,  finishing  the  trip  at  our  very  modern  super 
market  for  souvenirs. 

Wednesday  morning  we  haid  our  final  devotional 
period  together  and  later  had  some  apprehensive 
moments  w^ith  reservation  difficulties  at  the  air- 
port ibut  finally  saw  them  off  alright  for  the  next 
leg  of  their  trip  to  Argentina.  We  certainly  en- 
joyed their  all  too  brief  visit  and  they  left  quite 
an  impact  upon  the  lives  of  those  who  met  them. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  iMarlin  Mansfield  of  the  Bryan 
Church  remained  with  us  another  24  hours  and 
we  accompanied  them  to  Bogota  where  we  had 
some  legal  ibusineas  and  also  enjoyed  two  tours 
with  them. 

It  was  so  great !  We'd  gladly  do  it  again ! ! 

Awaiting  word  from  Argentina  for  the  news 
o(f  the  remainder  of  the  trip.     ...  to  be  continued. 


Sunday  service  at  Campo  Valdes  with 
Medellin  residents  and  tour  group. 


BRETHRSN  HOUSE  8€AT 


A  Home  Mission  Minislti/  in  Sf.  Pelenhiifg,  florida 


Phil  &  Jean  lefseh         msii^ 
Bonnie  Miinson  ^UT^' 


MOVIE  BOX 

During  January  and  February,  one  activity  that 
helped  the  children  understand  Jesus'  growth  from 
'babyhood  to  manhood  was  the  creation  of  a  picture 
roll  "movie"  in  a  cardboard  'box.  The  picture  roll 
(made  of  ishelif  papier)  was  placed  on  out-off  broom 
handles. 

Beforehand  the  area  for  each  picture  was 
marked  off  on  the  shelf  paper.  These  "frames" 
were  the  size  of  the  cardboard  hex  oipening.  Then 
at  the  top  of  each  picture  square  we  printed  the 
■foiUowing  headings: 

1.  "Jesus  is  presented  in  the  Temple  when  he 
was  40  days  old." 

2.  "Jesus  helps  'his  mother  Mary  in  theiir  home 
in  Nazareth." 

3.  "Jesus  helps  iMiary  ,get  food  in  the  market." 

4.  "Jesus  helps  iget  wiater  at  the  w^eM  and  gather 
firewood." 

5.  "Jesus  helps  Joseph  in  the  carpenter  shop." 

6.  "Jesus  goes  to  school  in  the  synagogue  with 
other  village  boys." 

7.  "Jesus  celeibrates  Passover  with  his  famaily." 

8.  "Jesus  travels  with  his  parents  to  Jerusalem 
for  the  Passover  celebration." 

9.  "Jesus  stays  in  the  Temple  to  talk  with  the 
teachers  of  the  Law." 

10.    "Jesus     goes     back    to    Nazareth    with    ihis 
parents." 


With  these  headings  on  the  large  strip  of  yeUow 
shelf  paper,  ruled  off  to  show  the  size  of  opening 
in  the  movie  box,  the  children  then  filled  in  their 
ideas  of  pictures  to  go  with  each  heading.  The 
paper  was  rolled  out  on  a  long  table  for  this 
project. 

The  Sunday  morning  after  the  pictures  were  all 
done,  one  young  boy  (age  10)  worked  with  an 
adult  enaibler  (teacher)  and  tape  recorded  a  narra- 
tion to  accompany  the  turning  of  the  pictures  by 
twisting  the  broom  sticks  extending  through  the 
top  Off  the  box  at  each  side.  It  was  well  done  (plus 
the  exchange  between  adult  and  child  was  very 
good)  and  became  a  part  of  the  closing  worship 
that  day.  We'll  also  use  it  as  a  listening  center 
for  the  afterschool  program  during  the  week. 

So  now  we  have  a  "movie"  of  the  life  of  Jesus 
(made  iby  the  kids  themselves  from  the  time  he 
was  40  days  old  and  presented  in  the  temple  until 
he  was  12  years  old  and  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Jerusalem  for  the  celetbration  of  the  Passover 
feast. 

Firsit,  this  process  of  maldng-  the  movie  box 
helped  cement  the  ideas  of  Jesiis'  igrowth  in  ithe 
children's  minds.  And  now  viewing  the  movie  re- 
inforces these  events  for  them  also. 

Just  this  moiming.  Amy  (age  4)  was  trying  to 
read  the  headings  of  the  pictures  as  we  looked 
at  them  together. 


Page  Six 


The  Brethren  Evang'elist  ' 

"WALKING   IN    THE   LIGHT!" 


by  Reverend  Norman  Lone 


The  members  and  friends  of  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  were  surely 
"Walking  In  The  Light"  during  the  weekend  of 
January  25  and  26,  the  occasion  of  the  85th  anni- 
versary of  the  Brethren  Church  in  Pittsburg.  The 
presence  of  the  Lord  was  felt  in  a  great  weekend 
of  Christian  celebration  of  the  light  He  has  given 
us  to  walk  in.  Past,  Present  and  Future. 

Saturday  night  the  anniversary  celebration 
opened  with  a  delicious  carry-in  supper.  The  theme 
of  the  evening  was  "The  Light  of  the  Past".  Since 
the  founding  date  of  the  Brethren  Church  in  Pitts- 
burgh was  1890,  the  idea  of  the  "Gay  90's"  was 
carried  out  both  in  the  old-time  costumes  some 
of  the  people  wore  and  in  the  extensive  display  of 
historical  material,  much  of  which  was  donated 
by  Mrs.  Neva  Grhnes.  The  highhght  of  the  display 
was  a  comforter  hand-quilted  by  one  of  the  ladies 
of  the  church,  Mrs.  Rosannah  Henry,  during  the 
years  from  1912  to  1932.  It  had  a  large  drawing 
Oif  the  church  in  the  center,  and  around  it  were 
bricks,  each  of  which  had  a  written  name  of  one 
of  the  members  of  the  church  during  that  period. 


Missionary  Board,   but  he  also  served  as  phot* 
grapher  for  the  weekend  events. 


Gay  90's  ajyparel  and  historical  display 

enjoyed  at  the  First  Brethren 

Church's  celebration. 

The  guest  speaker,  former  pastor  Rev.  Alvin 
Grumbling,  gave  an  excellent  challenge  from  the 
Word  of  God  admonishing  the  Pittsiburgh  Brethren 
to  learn  from  the  past  and  let  the  past  be  an 
example  for  the  present  and  Che  future.  Also, 
bringing  greetings  were  several  members  of  tiie 
Pennsylvania  District  Mission  Board:  John  Golby, 
Chairman;  Doyle  Paul,  Joseph  Hanna  and  James 
Donahoo. 

Sunday  morning  Mr.  John  Rowsey,  Associate 
Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Board  of  The  Brethren 
Church  shared  a  good  word  on  the  topic  of  "Pres- 
ent Light"  by  preaching  from  the  first  chapters 
of  John  and  First  John.  Brother  Rowsey  not  only 
gave  an  able  challenge  for  the  Pittsburgh  Breth- 
ren to  walk  in  Christ's  light  of  the  present 
moment,  as  official  representative  of  the  national 


Congregation  at  the  85th  Anniversary  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Church 

One  of  the  hig'hlights  of  the  Saturday  night  and 
Sunday  morning  services  was  the  "Passing  of  the 
Bible"  from  the  older  generation,  represented  by 
Marie  Halpine,  Deaconess,  to  today's  generation, 
represented  by  Jack  Moore,  Vice  Moderator,  to 
tomorrow's  generation,  represented  by  Jhnmy 
McLaughlin,  B.Y.C.  President.  A  cordial  welcome 
to  members,  friends  and  visitors  was  given  by 
James  McLaughlin,  Moderator  of  the  congregation. 

After  a  delicious  turkey  banquet  at  noon,  the 
Sunday  afternoon  sei-vices  at  2:30  was  the  clunax 
of  the  celebration.  Guest  speaker,  former  pastor 
Reverend  Brian  Moore,  gave  a  stirring  challenge 
to  "Walk  In  the  Light  of  the  Future".  His  text 
was  Exodus  14:10-18  from  which  he  proclaimed 
that  walking  commences  with  waiting,  continues 
with  work  and  concludes  with  worshipping.  Special 
music  was  brought  at  the  service  by  Reverend  C. 
William  Cole  from  the  Vinco  Brethren  Church 
and  the  speaker's  mother,  Mrs.  Edith  Moore  from 
the  Highland  Brethren  Church. 

As  we  look  to  the  future  light,  our  prayer  at 
Pittsburgh  is  that,  "If  we  walk  In  the  light  as 
He  Himself  is  in  the  light,  we  have  fellowship 
with  one  another,  and  the  blood  of  Jesus  His  Son 
cleanses  us  from  all  sin."  (I  John  1:7)  We  covet 
the  prayers  of  the  Brethren  in  this  Inner  city 
home  mission  work  hi  Pittsburgh. 


DEPUTATION   SPEAKER  AVAILABLE 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  WUham  Walk  are  presently 
In  Candidate  training  sessions  at  Missionary  In- 
ternship in  Michigan.  They  wiU  be  doing  depu- 
tation this  summer  in  the  months  of  June  and 
July  among  the  Brethren  Churches. 

If  you  would  like  to  schedule  Reverend  Walk 
to  be  at  your  church,  kindly  contact  the  Missionary 
Board  of  The  Brethren  Church  and  you  wUl  be 
scheduled  in  Ms  itinerary. 
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A  TRIBUTE  TO  MBS.  HELEN  G.  VANATOR  BY  HER  PASTOR 

Mrs.  Fred  (Helen)  Vanator  went  home  to  be  with  her  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ,  Tuesday,  March  11,  1975.  Bom  in  Liberty  Mill.';,  Indiana,  she  was  the  former 
Helen  Rabbins  from  Warsaw,  Indiana.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Vanator  and  daughter  Esther 
and  Carl  Mohler,  son-in-law,  founded  the  Sarasota,  Florida  First  Brethren  Church, 
November  7,  1954  with  an  Initial  gathering  of  ten  members  in  their  home  on  Lime 
Avenue.  She  served,  with  her  husband,  Brethren  churches  in  Canton,  Ohio;  Peru, 
Indiana;  Fremont,  Ohio;  and  Sarasota,  Florida.  She  also  served  the  National 
Women's  Missionary  Society  as  Vice-President  and  was  Editor  of  the  "Woman's 
Outlook"  for  twenty-seven  years. 

Helen  Vanator  loved  Jesus  and  His  Church.  Nothing  except  a  serious  illness  ever 
kept  her  from  attending  its  services.  She  never  shone  in  the  social  world,  but  she 
blessed  more  people  by  her  Christian  influence  than  any  number  of  society  queens 
you  could  name  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  She  loved  her  Bible  and  it  was  stained 
with  use.  It  was  her  guide  from  Grace  to  Glory. 

She  met  the  ultimate  in  her  life  with  a  majestic  calmness. 

As  a  pastor's  wife  it  is  impossible  to  tell  how  many  tears  she  has  wiped  away; 
how  much  pain  and  suffering  she  has  had  to  endure  for  others;  how  many  burdens 
she  has  lifted  in  her  own  strength  of  witness  for  Christ;  how  many  souls  she  was 
instrumental  in  leading  to  Jesus  by  her  faithfulness  in  His  Church.  She  understood 
the  weariness  in  her  pastor's  face,  she  understood  the  concern  in  'his  voice  as  he  gave 
prayer  requests,  and  she  understood  the  tears  in  his  eyes  during  the  altar  call  for 
she  knew  those  whom  he  would  like  to  see  come  forward  and  receive  Christ.  She 
understood  his  discouragement  when  he  returned  from  a  call  and  had  met  with  no 
response  .  .  yes,  she  understood  the  pastor  better  than  anyone  else  in  the  congrega- 
tion, for  she  was  a  pastor's  wife. 

One  of  the  consequences  of  such  a  Godly  life  is  the  enduring  memory  of  a  beau- 
tiful sixty-seven  years  of  marriage.  For  Rev.  Fred  Vanator,  Esther  and  Carl,  she 
was  the  light  and  love  of  their  life.  Wherever  Rev.  Vanator  served  as  a  pastor  or 
Editor  for  twelve  years  of  Brethren  Publications  she  was  loved  and  appreciated  for 
the  sweet  fragrance  of  her  dedicated,  unselfish  life.  As  a  pastor's  wife  she  was  al- 
ways there  to  augment  and  compliment  his  work  and  ministry  without  ever  wanting 
any  of  the  credit,  in  fact  she  would  rather  stay  in  the  background. 

Helen  Vanator  left  no  great  estate.  There  was  no  fortune  of  money  or  posses- 
sions or  great  memorial  in  her  honor.  But  When  we  left  that  body  in  its  final  resting 
place  we  still  had  the  legacy  of  a  great  Godly  woman  who  loved  others  more  than 
self. 

We  recall  her  gracious  spirit,  her  personal  charm,  her  gentle  manner,  her  un- 
failing kindness  and  courtesy.  We  shall  miss  her  friendsMp,  but  we  rejoice  in  her 
entry  into  the  glory  of  Heaven. 

"Favour  is  deceitful,  and  ibeauty  is  vain;  but  a  iwom-an  that  feareth  the  Loird,  she 
shall  be  praised.  Give  her  of  the  fruit  of  her  hands ;  and  let  her  own  works  praise  her 
in  the  gates.  Many  daiugtiters  have  done  virtuously,  but  thou  excellest  them  all." 

— Proverbs  31:29-31 
— ^Dr.  J.  D.  Hamel,  Sarasota,  Florida 

Surviving  Mrs.  Helen  G.  Vanator  are  husband,  Rev.  Fred  C.  Vanator 
and  daughter,  Mrs.  Esther  Mohler. 

The  funeral  service  was  conducted  by  Dr.  J.  D.  Hamel  and  Rev. 
Clarence  Stetvart.  Interment  ivas  in  the  Sarasota  Memorial  Park. 
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n   and   Partiality 

James  2:1-13! 


I  suppose  that  all  of  us  have  been  guilty  of 
showing  partiality  to  someone  at  one  time  or 
another  during  our  life-time.  If  not,  I  am  sure 
that  we  have  all  seen  examples  of  this  practice 
Which  James  tells  us  is  a  sin.  (v.  9)  It  may  have 
been  in  such  a  simple  form  as  "teacher's  pet"  in 
school.  There  are  some  parents  who  favor  one 
of  their  children  over  another.  We  may  have  seen 
it  in  our  daily  work,  where  someone  had  an  "in" 
with  the  boss  and  took  life  easy  while  everyone 
else  worked  hard.  No  doubt  many  other  examples 
of  partiality  wiU  come  to  your  mind,  if  you  pause 
here  for  a  few  minutes  to  think  about  this 
problem. 

James  gives  us  one  good  illustration  of  par- 
tiality in  verses  1-4.  Here  he  teHs  us  about  a  well- 
dressed,  wealthy  man  who  co'mes  into  the  assem- 
bly (or  church),  at  the  same  time  that  a  poor  man, 
dressed  in  threadbare  clothes,  enters.  If  we  make 
a  lot  of  fuss  over  the  rich  man,  by  "rolling  out 
the  red  carpet",  and  giving  him  the  best  seat  in 
the  house,  but  say  to  the  poor  man,  "You  can  sit 
over  there  on  the  floor,  or  just  stand  there,  if  you 
like",  we  are  showing  partiality.  The  Laving  Bible 
puts  it  this  way;  "judging  a  man  by  his  wealth 
■shows  that  you  are  guided  by  wrong  motives."  We 
are  looking  outwardly,  not  inwardly,  at  the  two 
men. 

Let's  stop  and  think  about  our  own  church.  Is 
everyone  who  comes  sure  of  receiving  a  genuine 
welcome?  This  means  more  than  just  a  handshake 
from  someone  wearing  a  carnation  in  his  button- 
hole. It  takes  unofficial  greetings,  given  with  a 
friendly  smUe,  from  a  number  of  people,  to  make 
strangers  feel  at  home.  We  must  show  genuine 
Christian  concern  to  newcomers  in  our  midst.  This 
friendly  welcome  and  concern  mus.t  be  extended 
to  all  visitors,  regardless  of  their  overall  appear- 
ance, their  clothing,  the  cut  of  their  hair,  and, 
yes,  even  the  color  of  their  skin.  Romans  3:11 
reads  "For  there  is  no  respect  of  persons  with 
God."  The  Living  Bible  translates  this  passage  as 
follows:  "For  God  treats  everyone  the  same".  Can 
we,  as  followers  of  Christ,  do  less? 

A  national  opinion  po'll  reports  that  some  Prot- 


estant denominations  appeal  primarily  to  wealthy, 
socially  minded  people.  Others  appeal  to  people 
in  humbler  circumstances.  A  very  formal  liturgical 
church  seems  to  attract  more  socialities,  political 
leaders,  and  business  executives,  while  a  denom- 
ination noted  for  its  informality  and  emotional- 
ism draws  most  of  its  members  from  the  more 
"common"  folks.  I  believe  that  the  ideal  denom- 
ination would  be  one  in  which  people  from  all 
walks  of  life,  and  from  ail  the  various  so  called 
"social  levels",  could  feel  at  home.  Can  we  Breth- 
ren say  that  our  denomination  fits  into  this  last 
category?  I  hope  that  we  can. 

There  have  been  rare  instances  in  which  "un- 
desirables" have  been  kept  out  of  a  church  by 
physical  force.  The  way  most  churdies  operate, 
however,  When  they  want  to  get  rid  of  unwanted 
peo'ple,  is  by  the  use  of  the  "cold  shoulder"  treat- 
ment. They  just  simply  ignore  the  person  or  per- 
sons. In  most  cases,  -when  people  receive  this  kind 
of  treatment,  they  look  elsewhere  for  a  chui'ch 
home.  Either  that,  or  they  figure  all  churches  are 
that  way  and  so  they  don't  go  to  any  of  them. 

If  a  person  who  has  not  yet  found  Christ  comes 
into  a  church,  it  is  aU  the  more  important  to  make 
him  feel  at  home,  no  matter  what  we  might  think 
of  his  appearance.  This  person  needs  to  be  won 
to  the  Lord,  but  if  we  ignore  him  by  not  giving 
him  a  warm  welcome,  we  will  prejudice  him 
against  not  only  the  churdh,  but  the  Gospel  as  well. 

There  are  other  ways  vn  which  partiality  may 
show  up  in  a  church.  A  Sunday  School  teacher  or 
a  youth  leader  may  play  favorites.  Also,  in  a  large 
num'oer  of  churches,  there  is  an  "in"  group,  usually 
a  minority  made  up  of  the  "leading"  members  of 
the  congregation.  People  in  this  group  show  i>ar- 
tiality  by  limiting  their  social  contacts  and  j)er- 
sonal  friendships  to  others  in  this  select  group. 
They  tend  to  ignore  other  members  of  the  con- 
gregation who  are  not  in  this  circle.  Some  of  those 
who  are  excluded  may  co'me  to  feel  unwanted  and 
look  somewhere  else  for  a  church  home. 

A  casual  reading  of  verses  5-7  might  very  well 
give  the  impression  that  God  favors  tihe  poor  peo- 
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pie  over  the  rich,  but  remember,  "there  is  no  re- 
spect of  persons  with  God".  Neither  wealth  nor 
poverty  gives  anyone  an  advantage.  Let's  look 
more  closely  at  what  James  may  be  trying  to 
lieOl  us  here. 

Most  CJhriS'tians  are  not  wealthy.  Of  course,  even 
in  affluent  America,  most  people  in  general  are 
5  not  rich.  The  Gospel  seems  to  appeal  more  strong- 
ly to  the  poor  than  to  the  rich.  It  may  be  that 
wealth  tends  to  make  a  person  feel  that  he  can 
get  along  on  his  own  without  God.  Even  though 
people  who  are  not  wealthy  seem  to  be  more 
open  to  Christianity  than  those  who  are,  most 
poor  people,  too,  are  unbelievers.  Christians  are  a 
minority  in  almost  any  group. 

According  to  verse  6,  there  were  some  rich 
men  who  were  oppressing  the  early  Christians. 
This  does  not  mean  that  all  wealthy  people  were 
wicked,  nor  does  it  mean  that  their  wickedness 
was  caused  by  their  wealth. 


If  the  respect  of  some  Christians  for  rich  men 
in  the  church  was  prompted  by  genuine  love,  the 
same  as  it  was  for  poor  men,  the  rebuke  of  the 
sin  of  showing  partiahty  would  not  apply  to  them. 
The  wealthy  need  to  have  love  shown  to  them  just 
as  much  as  the  poor  do,  but  sometimes  they  (the 
wealthy)  find  it  harder  to  get.  They  may  feel  that 
what  attracts  other  people  to  them  is  their  weajith, 
and  not  love. 

"But  you  are  breaking  this  law  of  our  Lord's 
when  you  favor  the  rich  and  fawn  over  them;  it 
is  sin.  And  the  person  who  keeps  every  law  of 
God,  but  makes  one  little  slip,  is  just  as  guilty  as 
the  person  who  has  broken  every  law  there  is." 
(Verses  9  and  10,  The  Living  Bible)  On  the  basis 
of  these  verses,  brethren,  we  cannot  treat  this 
matter  lightly.  If  any  of  us  are  guilty  of  showing 
partiality  to  one  person  over  another,  whether  it 
is  in  the  church  or  not,  we  must  turn  from  this 
sinful  practice,  and  treat  everyone  equally. 


S.  A.  WORK  AND  WORSHIP  TOUR 


The  following  is  a  report  of  the  recent 
Work  and  Worship  tour  to  South  America 
organized  and  hosted  by  Jim  Payne,  Presi- 
dent of  the  N.L.O.  This  report  is  compiled 
from  a  letter  recently  received  by  your 
editor. 


A  personage  on  a  Saturday  evening  Television 
program  once  remarked,  "Learn  to  take  a  NOTH- 
ING day  and  make  SOMETHING  of  it."  This  is 
precisely  what  those  on  the  tour  did  as  they  tra- 
veled to  the  Mission  fields  in  South  America. 

Three  Senior  students  in  high  school  spent  a 
usual  day  pursuing  an  education  with  the  excep- 
tion cd  the  usual  activities  after  school.  On  Jan- 
uary 24  they  altered  their  routine  by  flying  to 
Miami  to  meet  the  rest  of  the  entourage. 

A  pastor  and  Ms  wife  spent  a  nonnal  day  in 
Burlington,  Indiana  making  caUs,  counselling  and 
ministering  and  rthat  evening  they  too,  prepared 
to  join  the  group. 

The  host  for  the  tour  co^mpleted  his  daily  chores 
on  his  farm  and  after  making  arrangements  for 
sufficient  feed  to  be  available  for  the  period  of 
time  he  would  be  absent  met  a  fellow  Brethren 
from  Warsaw,  Indiana  >with  whom  along  with  the 
pastor  and  'his  wife  drove  to  Indianapolis  for  the 
connecting  flight  to  Cincinatti,  Ohio  where  some 
Brethren  from  Lima,  and  Troy,  Ohio  came  aboard 
for  the  flight  to  Miami,  Florida. 

There  was  little,  if  any  sleep  for  any  of  the 


group  as  their  course  took  them  to  MedeUin, 
Colombia  to  meet  the  Missionary  family,  the  Ken 
Solomons'  and  attend  a  fellowslilp  banquet  with 
Colombian  friends  at  the  Hotel  Europa  Normandi. 
Twenty-one  Brethren  from  five  districts  made 
up  this  group  who  took  this  thing  called  time  and 
utilized  it  for  a  most  satisfying  and  challenging 
experience  in  their  lives.  Brother  Payne  probably 
expresses  it  well  in  behalf  of  aU  who  made  the 
trip  with  Ms  words,  "Praise  The  Lord  For  It  All!" 


Group  at  left  table:  Tom,  Keplinger,  Jan 

Barber  and  tivo  Colombian  Senoritas;  right 

table:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Cur-tright 

ivith  a  Colombian  couple. 
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by  ALBERTA  HOLSINGERl 


Bible  Story 

Jesus  Visits  Some  Friends 

(Pictures  of  Jesus  and  His  three  friends  at 
Bethany  should  be  on  the  bulletin  board.) 

Do  you  have  friends  you  like  to  visit?  Who  are 
they?  Where  do  they  live?  (Give  the  children 
opportunity  to  tell  about  visiting  their  friends.) 

Do  you  have  friends  who  come  to  visit  you?  Are 
you  glad  when  they  come?  What  do  you  do  to  let 
your  friends  know  you're  happy  they  have  come? 
(Again  permit  the  children  to  tell  about  friends 
who  have  visited  in  their  home.) 

Jesus  liked  to  visit  three  friends  living  in  the 
small  village  of  Bethany.  He  stopped  at  their 
home  whenever  He  went  through  then'  town. 

Mary  and  Martha  and  their  brother  Lazarus 
were  always  glad  to  see  Him.  When  they  knew 
He  was  coming  they  talked  and  planned  for  days. 

Martha  was  a  good  housekeeper.  "We  must 
clean  the  house  before  Jesus  comes,"  she  would 
say. 

Mary  and  Lazarus  would  help  her.  They  would 
dust  and  sweep  and  scrub  until  everything  was 
shining  clean. 

Then  at  last  they  would  see  their  Friend  com- 
ing down  the  road. 


"It  is  Jesus!"  Mary  would  say  excitedly  as  she 
ran  to  meet  Him. 

Mary  liked  to  talk  with  Jesus.  She  forgot  all 
about  the  work.  She  wanted  to  hear  everything 
Jesus  had  to  say.  During  His  visit  she  was  always 
Close  to  Him. 

Martha  continued  to  work  hard  while  He  was 
there.  She  went  to  the  market  early  each  morning 
to  find  the  freshest  fruits  and  vegetables.  She 
baked  good  bread  for  each  meal.  She  fixed  His 
favorite  foods.  She  wanted  her  Friend  to  be  com- 
fortable and  happy  during  His  visit. 

Lazarus  would  tell  Jesus  of  the  many  things 
he  was  doing.  He  would  show  Him  the  garden.  He 
would  tell  Him  of  the  people  in  the  village  who 
needed  Him.  He  would  take  Jesus  to  visit  them. 

Mary,  Martha,  and  Lazarus,  all  three  did  their 
best  to  make  Jesus  feel  welcome  when  He  came 
to  visit.  They  were  glad  He  was  their  friend. 
—Based  on  Luke  10:38-42 

Memory  Verse:     Proverbs  18:24 

Our  memory  verse  teHs  us  what  we  must  do 
if  we  want  to  have  friends.  It  also  tells  us  some- 
thing about  Jesus'  friendship  for  us. 

"A  man  that  has  friends  miust  sihow  himself 
friendly:  and  there  is  a  friend  that  sticks  closer 
than  a  brother." 


Mission  Story: 

Two  Lonesome  Boys 

The  phone  rang.  "Hello,"  said  Rev.  Curtis. 

"Hello,"  repUed  his  friend.  "I  called  to  tell  you 
we  have  two  new  wetbacks  here  at  the  ranch.  I 
think  they  would  be  glad  to  have  you  visit  them." 

This  is  the  way  Rev.  Curtis  learned  about  Juan 
and  Victor.  They  are  nice  looking  Mexican  boys. 
They  went  to  school  for  only  two  years.  They  read 
just  a  little  Spanisli.  Now  they  must  earn  money 
for  their  families. 

Juan  is  nineteen  years  old.  He  is  married  and 
the  father  of  a  baby. 

Victor  is  fifteen.  He  is  part  of  a  large  family. 

Both  Juan  and  Victor  decided  to  come  to  the 
United  States  to  earn  the  money  their  families 
need.  They  didn't  know  each  other  in  Mexico.  Both 
asked  the  same  rancher  lor  work.  Now  they  share 
a  room  and  cook  their  meals  together. 

The  rancher  they  work  for  raises  polo  horses. 


They  take  care  of  about  fifty  horses.  They  exer- 
cise the  horses,  feed  them,  and  clean  the  Stables. 

After  their  work  is  done  they  have  free  time. 
What  can  they  do?  They  have  few  friends.  They 
have  no  television.  They  have  no  car.  They  cannot 
speak  English. 

Once  a  week  Rev.  Curtis  visits  Juan  and  Victor. 
They  look  forward  to  his  visits.  He  is  their  friend. 
He  drives  out  to  the  ranch  just  to  see  them. 

Rev.  Curtis  brings  with  him  Bible  picture  books. 
He  talks  with  them  in  Spanish  about  the  stories. 
He  leaves  picture  books  for  them  to  look  at  and 
think  about  until  he  comes  again. 

Juan  and  Victor  are  lonesome  for  their  famlUes. 
They  want  to  save  a  little  more  money.  Then 
they  wDl  go  home. 

When  they  are  back  in  Mexico  they  wUl  remem- 
ber Rev.  Curtis.  They  will  remember  the  Bible 
stories  he  told  them.  They  will  teU  their  families 
about  their  friend.  They  will  show  their  families 
the  picture  bootes  he  gave  ffliem.  They  will  talk 
about  Jesus. 
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MAKE  YOUR  VOICE  HEARD! 


Senior  citizens  should  make  their  opinions  heard 
on  public  issues.  It  is  not  such  a  difficult  task  to 
accomplish  although  the  general  tendency  is  to 
remain  silent.  We  want  to  share  some  hints  with 
you  about  making  your  voice  heard! 

WRITING  AN  EFFECTIVE  LETTER 

"If  the  average  member  of  Congress  received 
as  many  as  a  half-dozen  letters  scrawled  in  pencil 
on  brown  wrapping  paper,  it  would  be  enough  to 
change  his  or  her  vote  on  most  issues,"  a  govern- 
ment official,  veteran  of  about  20  years  on  Capitol 
HUl,  once  said.  He  may  have  exaggerated,  but  his 
statement  indicates  that  Congress-members  want 
to  know  how  ordinary  people  in  their  districts  feel 
about  pubhc  questions.  Responsible  citizens  should 
write  often;  their  letters  should  be  in  good  form 
and  contain  compelling  reasoning.  Here  are  a  lew 
suggestions  for  writing  an  effective  letter  to  a 
national  official: 

1.  Keep  each  letter  reasonably  brief  and  limit  the 
-subject  matter  to  a  single  issue.  When  writing 
about  legislation,  refer  to  the  accurate  title  and 
number  of  the  bUl. 

2.  Point  up  the  moral  issues  involved.  Specify 
why  you  are  personally  advocating  a  particular 
position.  If  an  organization  to  which  you  belong 
has  taken  an  official  action  on  the  issue,  you 
may  want  to  refer  to  that.  Let  the  government 
official  know  that  you  are  concerned  and  in- 
formed. Make  your  communication  your  own 
and  not  a  "form  letter." 

3.  Be  positive.  Avoid  criticism.  If  possible,  com- 
pliment the  legislator  on  some  recent  action, 
vote,  or  public  speech.  Occasionally  devote  your 
entire  letter  to  praise  for  some  constructive 
proposal  or  action. 

4.  To  get  a  personal  response  ask  a  thoughful 
question  about  an  issue  which  concerns  you. 
Ask  for  the  legislator's  opinion,  or  after  you 
have  stated  your  opinion,  write,  "Can  I  count 
on  your  support  on  this  vital  matter?" 

5.  Point  out  shortcomings  which  you  have  noted 
in  a  particular  bill.  Make  suggestions  for 
correcting  these. 

RBOISTERING  CITIZEN  OPINION 
DOES  DO  GOOD 

Members  of  Congress  and  Administration  offi- 
cials, at  least  those  who  want  to  remain  in  Wash- 
ington, are  sensitive  to  the  feelings  and  opinions 
of  their  constituents.  They  handle  co-mmunications 
carefully.  The  administrative  assistant  of  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  or  Senator  will  regularly  report 
on  the  mail  received.  Telegrams  often  go  directly 
to  the  legislator's  desk.  Phone  calls,  if  not 
channeled  directly  to  the  official,  will  be  typed  by 
an  office  secretary  and  placed  on  the  legislator's 
desk.  Letters  on  issues  may  be  grouped  according 
to  subject  and  whether  favorable  or  unfavorable. 
Mimeographed  petitions  and  form  letters  get  less 
consideration  than  personal  communications. 

Of  the  600  letters  that  arrive  daily  in  one  Sen- 
ator's office,  about  400  receive  a  form  answer.  The 
adminlsfirative  assistant  personally  answers  about 
100  and  the  Senator  dictates  answers  to  the  other 


100.  To  be  reaUy  effective  you  must  write  letters 
that  demand  ipersonal  answers,  letters  which  show 
you  are  informed  and  concerned. 

The  alert  member  of  Congress  will  receive  with 
graciousness  office  visits  by  constituents.  He  or 
she  wiU  also  welcome  the  opinions  of  constituents 
through  their  telegrams  and  letters.  He  or  she 
needs  this  relationship  to  represent  adequately 
those  who  have  sent  him  or  her  to  Congress.  Since 
the  legislator  gets  so  much  mail  from  self-interest 
groups,  he  or  she  needs  to  hear  from  citizens 
primarily  concerned  with  what  seems  right  to 
them  on  moral  grounds. 

The  President  also  invites  communications  from 
the  citizenry.  He  is  anxious  to  know,  for  instance, 
where  the  people  stand  on  issue  of  foreign  poUcy. 
A  large  quantity  pf  communications  on  a  specific 
issue  may  indicate  the  people's  wiUingness  to 
strengthen  the  President's  hand  in  launching  new 
and  imaginative  pohcies  and  give  him  a  climate 
of  political  maneuverability.  In  this  way  citizens 
can  help  shake  loose  rigid  poUcies  no  longer  ten- 
able or  effective  in  a  rapidly  changing  world. 

If  you  define  lobbying  as  "the  use  of  morcd  and 
rational    persuasion    in    a    personal    professional 
confrontation,"  then  there  is  a  place  of  "lobbying" 
on   Capitol  HiU.  But   the  activity  described   here 
is  not  lobbying  in  the  sense  of  applying  poUtical 
and   economic   pressure.    It   is   simply   exercising 
responsible  citizenship. 
CORRECT  FORMS  OF  ADDRESS 
The  President: 
The  President 
The  White  House 
Washington,  D.C.    20500 

Mr.  President: 
Senators: 

The  Honorable 

United  States  Senate 
Washington,  D.C.    20510 

Dear  Senator  : 


Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

The   Honorable  

House  of  Representatives 
Washmgton,  D.C.    20515 

Dear  Mr.   (Miss,  Mrs.,  Ms.) 

Members  of  the  Cabinet: 
The  Honorable  


(Correct  title,  such  as  "Secretary  of  State") 
(Correct  department,  such  as  "State  Department") 
Washington,  D.C. 

Dear    Mr.    Secretary   : 

Members  of  the  Judiciary: 

The  Honorable  


(Title:    Chief   Justice  or  Associate  Justice) 
United  States  Supreme  Court 
Washington,  D.C.    20543 

Dear  Mr.  Justice: 
(or) 

Dear  Mr.  C3iief  Justice: 

(when  addressing  this  officer) 

The  Honorable  

U.S.  Mission  to  the  U.N. 
799  United  Nations  Plaza 
New  York,  N.Y.     10017 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist    , 


ABOUT  A   MAN   AND   OUR   MISSION 


I 


by  Phil  Lersch,  Chairman 
Brethren  World  Relief  Board 


Dr.  Everett  Graffam 


Dr.  Everett  Graffam  is  the  Executive  Vice- 
President  of  the  World  Relief  Commission.  He 
has  visited  our  General  Conference  and  spoken 
there.  He's  the  "man-in-charge"  of  expediting  this 
world-wide  program  of  aid — of  which  we  are  a 
vital  part. 


Among  tlie  many  qualities  I  appreciate  and  ad- 
mire in  Dr.  Graffam  are  his  reliability,  enthus- 
iasm, knowledgeable  decisions  and  personal  inter- 
est in  our  church's  World  Relief  efforts. 

Here's  an  example  of  What  I  mean: 
I  had  written   Dr.   Graffam  late  in  December 
(1974).  His  reply  dated  January  2,  1975,  began: 
"Your   letter   just   arrived.   Thanks   so  much 
for  your  greetings,  for  your  continued  interesit 
and  help.  I  am  leaving  within  the  next  two 
hoiu-s    for    an    emergency    trip    to    Vietnam. 
I  am  hitting  very  quickly  the  items  you  have 
indicated  in  the  sequence  of  your  letter.  Lillian 
(Mrs.  Graffam)   and  my  colleagues  wifll  care 
for  the  items  that  you  have  referred  to.  .  .  ." 
And  then  he  proceeded  to  give  concise,  but  ade- 
quate, information  about  what  WRC  would  supply 
for  our  World  ReUef  emphasis  in  April. 

This  was  all  very  fine,  I  thought.  The  staff  fol- 
lowed through  with  some  further  information  I 


had  requested.  I  was  all  set  to  'begin  planmng  'the 
publicity. 

But  then  in  mid- January  a  cassette  tape  record- 
ing arrived  with  a  WRC  return  address  label.  It 
was  late  that  night  before  I  had  opportunity  to 
give  the  tape  a  full-listen.  Put  your  feet  up  on  the 
desk  with  me  and  let's  find  out  more  about  this 
special  message. 

First,  there  is  the  loud  roar  of  airplane  engines 
.  .  .  followed  by  a  clearly-understood  voice: 

"Good  morning,  PhU. 

"This  is  Everett  Graffam.  It's  January  11th,  and  I 
I'm  on  my  way  from  Danang  to  Saigon,  South 
Vietnam.  We're  on  board  one  of  the  Air  Vietnam 
fUghts  .  .  .  similar  to  the  one  we  used  when  you 
and  John  were  with  me  three  years  ago. 

"I'm  using  this  means  to  bring  you  up-to-date 
on  some  of  the  latest  information  about  WRC's  t 
work,  particularly  in  Vietnam,  and  to  answer  more 
conxpletely  your  December  letter — wthich  arrived  I 
the  imorning  of  January  2nd  just  as  I  was  leaving 
on  my  intensive  2t>-day  trip. 

"I  want  you  to  know  we  deeply  appreciate  the 
continuing  prayer  interest  and  financial  aid  that  I 
has  come  from  the  Brethren  Church.  They  have 
been  such  a  wonderful  support  to  WBC. 

"First,  I'll  fiU  you  in  on  the  Hoa  Khanh  Chil- 
dren's Hospital  near  Danang,  because  I  know  you 
and  John  have  been  there.  You  may  use  any  part 
of  this  report  as  a  taped  letter  to  you  and  to  the 
friends  in  the  Brethren  Church  who  have  helped 
with  our  work  so  much." 

[Here  are  some  hig^hlights  of  what  Dr.  Graffam 
described.] 

— ^War-related  atrocities  are  widespread.  More 
than  40,000  have  been  captured  by  the  Communists 
in  one  area,  with  only  2,000  people  escaping. 
Through  the  help  that  you  folks  have  given,  CYSS 
(agency  through  whidh  WRC  works  in  Vietnam) 
has  been  able  to  supply  funds  in  order  to  purchase 
food,  bread,  and  tons  of  clothing,  vitamins,  and 
medicine  for  the  refugees. 

— ^We  understand  that  the  WRC^sponsored  voca- 
tional school  in  Dailat  is  in  danger  of  enemy  attaok. 
This  is  the  tCirst  cement  sohood  buUding  built  by 
the  mountain  people  of  that  area  for  their  awn 
training — with  the  help  of  WRC  funds.  The  stu- 
dents Who  go  there  have  learned  trades  and  crafts 
and  have  succeeded  so  well  in  there  ability  to  learn 
that  they  have  received  3  government  certificates 
validating  their  studies.  This  means  that  the  grad- 
uates from  this  mountain  tradning  school  are 
qualified  to  go  into  the  regular  labor  market.  This 
is  a  first!  WBC  money  made  this  possible. 

— ^Another  thrilling  report  that  came  out  while 
we  were  here  is  that  the  Monta^gnards  (mountain 
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people)  are  organizing  their  own  World  Relief 
Commission  coiinterpart  agency  for  their  own 
people.  They  will  aninister  particularly  to  those 
suffering  from  Communist  attacks.  Another  ex- 
citing dimension  is  that  in  the  school  they  are 
getting  spiritual  training  through  chapel  every 
day,  which  results  in  some  of  the  students  going 
out  into  the  remote  areas  with  a  Gospel  Team 
every  weekend.  We  are  thankful  for  this  spiritual 
ministry,  for  it  is  consistent  with  our  program  of 
providing  FOOD  FOR  THE  BODY  AND  FOOD 
FOR  THE  SOUL. 


Kathie  Willcuts,  tvife  of  WRC  Field  Direc- 
tor in  Vietnam,  Stu  Willcuts,  brings  a  smile 
to  a  little  patient  at  Hoa  Khanh  Children's 
Hospital  near  Danang.  (Phil  &  John  Lersch 
met  the  Willcuts  in  Saigon  three  years  ago.) 


— ^In  the  Hoa  Khanih  Hospital  area,  because  of 
the  escalating  enemy  activity,  many  children  are 
coming  in  with  many  injuries — ^some  from  picking 
up  grenades  or  stepping  on  mines  .  .  .  also  a  great 
deal  of  disease  and  malnutrition  in  some  areas. 
Because  of  the  insecurity  of  the  area  we  have  not 
been  able  to  supply  needed  food. 

I  was  in  the  hospital  when  two  girls  were 
brought  ui  with  very  serious  burns.  The  black 
market  is  stiU  selling  high  octane  gas  (which  they 
steal  from  airbases).  They  put  a  smeU  into  it  so 
it  smells  like  kerosene.  The  unsuspecting  mother 
pours  this  gasoline  in  her  rice  cooker,  puts  the 
pressure  on  and  when  she  lights  it,  of  course,  it 
explodes.  It  burns  her,  the  children  and  all  their 
possessions.  One  girl  had  30%  bums  over  her  face, 
shoulder,  chest  and  body — all  first  degree  bums. 
It  took  her  2^2  days  to  come  down  by  bus  to  the 
hospital.  She  was  in  shock  and  very  bad  condition. 
But  it  was  wonderful  to  see  the  loving  care  as  the 
staff  prepared  for  surgery,  skin  grafts,  and  other 
care.  This  year  (1974),  PhU,  with  the  help  of  the 
Bretliren  and  your  prayer  interest,  we  have  been 
able  to  care  for  35,000  in-patient  child-days  of 
care.  We  have  also  had  36,000  child-days  of  care  in 
the  out-patient  clinic.  A  monumental  year  of  need 
and  we're  thankful  for  all  that  you  folks  have 
done  to  help. 

— You'U  also  be  pleased  to  know  that  more  than 
200  children  have  come  to  know  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  as  personal  Savior  through  the  ministry 
of  the  personnel  at  the  hospital.  When  I  first  went 
there,  there  were  no  Christian  nurses  or  lab  tech- 
nicians. Now  there  are  57  Christians  on  our  Viet- 
namese staff. 

— Government  officials  continue  to  express  ad- 
ni'iration  and  appreciation  for  the  work  of  WRC 
in  then-  country.  On  one  occasion  I  met  with  the 
Minister  of  Ethnic  Minorities  and  WRC  was 
given  the  first-class  medal  for  seirvices  to  the 
Montagnards." 

[That's  the  end  of  Dr.  Graffam's  tape-recorded 
remarks  for  now.  I'U  share  some  further  things 
he  said  at  a  later  date.  And,  knowing  the  kind  of 
iman  he  is,  'I'm  sure  he'll  be  forwarding  fresh 
■information  to  us  with  regularity  in  the  weeks 
ahead.] 

— St.  Petersburg,  Florida 


TENTH  ANNIVERSARY 
of  Brethren  World  Relief 

"There  is  that  scattereth,  and  yet  increaseth; 

and  there  is  that  withholdeth  more  than  is  meet, 

hut  it  tendeth  to  poverty.  The  liberal  soul  shall 

be  made  fat  and  he  that  watereth  shall  he  watered  also  himself." 

(Proverbs  U:24,  25  -  KJV) 
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What  in  the  World  is  the 
World  Relief  Commission  Doing-? 


"It  is  pretty  hard  to  preach  to  a  man  when 
you  knoiv  his  stomach  is  a  hungry  knot  of 
pain  and  you  see  his  children  stagger  on 
spindly  legs." 


"Missionaries  are  supposed  to  preach  the  Gospel 
because  man's  soul  lives  forever."  (Most  evangel- 
icals agree  on  this.) 

"Missionaries  should  make  this  present  Ufe  more 
bearable  for  suffering  humanity."  (Some  do  not 
believe  this  is  evangelical  missionary  work. ) 

Is  there  a  crossing  point  -vVhere  these  two  views 
not  only  can  coincide  but  strengthen  each  other? 
Can  missionaries  and  evangelical  humanitarian 
organizations  join  hands  to  serve  the  Whole  need 
of  man  in  relief/ evangelism? 

Relief/evangelism  can  be  lilie  a  tapestry  woven 
of  differing  colors,  as  contrasted  with  cloth  of 
only  one  color.  It  is  not  either/or  but  both  dis- 
tinctives  woven  together  to  make  a  strong  and 
beautiful  tapestry  expressing  the  love  of  Christ 
to  a  lost  and  suffering  world. 

Many  missionaries  who  feel  their  first  calling 
is  to  "preach  the  word"  are  devastated  by  the  hu- 
man suffering  that  engulfs  them  but  for  Which 
they  do  not  have  the  wiherewithal  to  meet  the 
need.  It  is  pretty  hard  to  preach  to  a  man  when 
you  know  his  stomach  is  a  hungry  knot  of  pain 
and  you  see  his  ohUdren  stagger  on  spindly  legs. 

It  is  the  calling  of  humanitarian  agencies  to 
provide  food,  water,  clothing,  and  medicine  that 
wUl  give  the  missionary  a  tangible  way  of  saying 
"God  loves  you"  in  terms  that  suffering  people 
can  understand.  When  the  missionary  can  offer  a 
"bowl"  in  one  hand,  he  finds  a  receptive  heart  to 
the  Bible  in  the  other.  "There  are  diversities  of 
operations  (workings),  but  it  is  the  same  God 
which  worketh  all  in  all."  (I  Corinthians  12:6). 
WBC  and  Missions 

The  WRC  (World  ReUef  Commission)  has 
initiated  and  is  buUding  a  worldwide  disaster-sur- 
vival network  comprised  of  qualified  and  know- 
ledgeable missionaries  who  are  prepared  to  form 
an  emergency  coordinating  committee  in  times  of 
natural  disaster.  This  crisis  network  can  respond 
quickly  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  missionary 
When  an  earthquake,  tital  wave,  or  other  disaster 
drastically  changes  the  cultural  conditions. 

One  example  of  how  WRC  immediately  responds 
is  the  story  of  the  devastating  earthquake  that 
rocked  Managua  early  Saturday,  December  23, 
1972.  Bruce  BeU,  a  missionary  there,  happened  to 
be  visiting  his  parents  in  the  States  that  week 
when  he  heard  of  the  quake.  By  midmoming  that 
day  WRC  was  advised,  and  by  midaftemoon  plans 
had  been  completed  for  Mr.  Bell  to  fly  to  Managua 
with  $7,000  from  WRC  funds  for  emergency  add. 
Working  with  other  missions  of  the  community, 
this  committee  purchased  food,  blankets,  and  med- 
icine and  had  supplies  brought  to  the  disaster 
scene  in  a  matter  of  hours. 

Meanwhile,  WRC  personnel  worked  through 
(Christmas  Day,  relaying  information  from  Mr. 
BeU   and   preparing   a   fund   drive    that   included 


direct  mail  and  news  releases  to  radio  and  TV 
Thousands  of  dollars  came  both  from  WRC  and 
other  humanitarian  agencies.  WRC  provided 
25,0(30  American  Bible  Society  Spanish  New  Test- 
aments and  funded  25,000  booklets  published  by 
Central  American  Mission. 

This  ministry  of  relief  and  evangelism  resulted 
in  not  only  meeting  human  tragedy  but  consider- 
able church  growth.  "Our  love  should  not  be  just 
words  and  talk;  it  must  be  true  love,  which  shows 
itself  in  action."  (I  John  3:18  TEV). 

This  is  typical.  The  missionary  is  the  liaison  be- 
tween national  leaders  and  foreign  relief  agencies, 
for  he  knows  the  culture,  the  language,  the  need, 
and  possible  channels  for  meeting  these  needs. 
Usually  neither  the  WRC  personnel  nor  the  mis- 
sionary actually  distributes  relief  materials,  but 
the  missionary  works  as  a  coordinator  with  na- 
tional pastors  who,  in  turn,  recruit  trusted  Chris- 
tians who  go  to  scattered  areas  or  complete  the 
network  of  compassion  started  at  WRC  head- 
quarters. Involving  nationals  in  helping  their  own 
people  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  make  the  recipient 
permanently  dependent  on  either  the  missionary 
or  outside  aid  is  the  policy  of  WRC. 

One  beautiful  demonstration  of  this  operation 
is  seen  in  the  film  titled,  "Africa:  Dry  Edge  of 
Disaster."  Missionaries  and  nationals  are  shown 
involving  the  indigenous  church  as  "Companions 
in  Compassion,"  giving  nationals  employment  and 
opportunity  in  their  own  communities  to  meet 
human  needs  and  witness  for  Christ.  "For  we 
are  labourers  together  with  God."  (I  Corinthians 
3:9). 


A  WORLD  RELIEF  COMMISSION  Na- 
tional Christian  Associate  helps  get  some 
food  to  throngs  of  dehydrated  and  starving 
people  coming  in  from  the  remote  devastated 
village.  Brethren  dollars  and  prayers  have 
helped  put  grain  in  that  sack. 
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WKC's  National  Counterpart  Agencies 

When  relief  aid  passes  the  survival  stage,  but 
the  people  still  need  assistance,  long-range  rehabil- 
itation plans  are  made  and  a  national  counterpart 
is  organized  to  serve  their  own  countrymen.  Dur- 
ing this  recovery  phase,  WRC  stands  by  with  funds 
and  know-how,  gradually  phasing  out  until  the 
nationals  go  it  alone. 

Such  programs  have  been  turned  over  to  nation- 
al agencies  in  Chile  and  Korea.  WRC  worked  for 
16  years  with  the  Korean  Holiness  Church  (out- 
reach of  the  Oriental  Missionary  Society)  in  child 
care  and  "food-for-work"  programs.  Useless  land 
was  turned  into  productive  farms  and  small 
businesses  to  sustain  80,000  formerly  destitute 
people,  and  22  million  mulberry  trees  were  planted 
to  keep  a  modem  sUk-making  industry  rolling. 

Jerry  Sandoz,  a  Quaker  WRC  staff  person  who 
continued  on  with  the  OMS  in  Korea,  was  a  key 
person  in  this  project.  The  same  is  true  of  Fred 
Gregory,  Whose  work  in  Bangladesh  resulted  in 
just  two  years'  time  a  wide-ranging  program  that 
allows  approximately  10,000  families  to  meet  their 
own  food  needs  through  a  farm  co-op,  irrigation, 
and  a  planned  land-use  development.  This  display 
of  practical  Christianity  has  opened  the  door  to  a 
hearing  of  the  Gospel  by  many  non-Christians. 
(Phil  and  John  Lersch  met  Jerry  Sandoz  in  Seoul, 
Korea,  3  years  ago  and  still  correspond  with  him.) 

Refugees  by  the  thousands  are  still  being  cared 
for  daUy  by  WRC's  counterpart  agency  ,in  South 
Vietnam  knowm  as  the  Christian  Youth  Social  Ser- 
vice. The  100-bed  Hoa  Khanh  Children's  Hospital 


near  Danang  has  been  WRC's  sole  responsibility 
for  over  4  years  and  as  this  is  written  is  stiU  lin 
operation  although  renewed  mUitary  action 
threatens. 

WRC  has  helped  settle  thousands  of  normally 
nomadic  Montagnards  (hills  tribes)  in  land  de- 
velopment projects,  and  a  vocational  school  has 
been  so  successful  the  government  has  granted 
full  accreditation. 

WBC  is  involved  to  a  greater  or  lesser  degree 
in  17  coimtries.  THAT  MEANS  YOU  BRETHREN 
AND  YOUR  MONEY  ARE  ALSO  INVOLVED  IN 
17  COUNTRIES  THROUGH  WRC.  WRC  is  a 
legally  chartered,  nonprofit,  tax-exempt,  non- 
endowed  agency  for  united  and  efficient  human- 
itarian action.  Its  current  ministry  includes  child 
welfare  programs  in  orphanages,  day-care  centers, 
hospitals,  and  nutrition  clinics. 

WRC  provides  the  necessities  of  life  for  refugees 
and  victims  of  natural  disaster  and  leprosy;  edu- 
cational opportunities  in  both  academics  and  vo- 
cations; food-for-work  civic  improvements  such  as 
land  reclamation,  building  roads,  community  cen- 
ters, churches,  and  homes,  and  aid  in  public  health, 
teaching   sanitation,   and  giving  inoculations. 

But  WBC  is  also  a  gospel  witness,  it  is  more 
than  humanitarian.  A  WRC  slogan  is:  "Human- 
itarian concern  with  a  plus  I"  By  stretching  the 
vertical  dimensions  of  the  plus  sign,  it  becomes 
a  cross. 

[Adapted  from  a  report  written  by  Mrs. 
Everett  (Lillian)  Graffam  in  August,  1974.] 


EYE  WITNESS  REPORT 


After  visiting  Africa  with  the  World  Relief  Commission 
Team,  a  denominational  executive  sent  this  letter  to  his 
pastors: 

"Believe  me,  the  famine  in  sub-Sahara  countries  of  Arfica  is  every 
bit  as  bad  as  has  been  portrayed  by  the  netvs  media.  Wo7-se,  in  fact!  For 
three  weeks  this  summer  I  had  a  chance  to  see  tvith  my  oiun  eyes  the  des- 
perate condition  of  millions  of  drought  victims  there.  Mere  words  cannot 
convey  what  I  saiv  and  felt  of  their  suffering. 

"Yet,  I  satv  help  coming  too — not  only  for  immediate  relief,  but  re- 
habilitation. And  besides  caring  for  the  physical  needs,  it  was  inspiring  to 
see  how  God  is  translating  relief  funds  into  an  opportunity  for  ivitness. 

"As  an  eyewitness,  I  can  tell  you  that  Christian  relief  efforts  have 
opened  the  door  for  an  unprecedented  response  to  the  Gospel  in  the  Muslim 
areas  of  sub-Sahara,  Ethiopia  and  the  Sudan. 

"As  though  the  African  crisis  were  not  enough,  the  news  caught  up 
ivith  us  there  about  the  flood  in  Bangladesh  which  was  followed  by  out- 
breaks of  cholera.  Simultaneously,  northern  India  was  hit  by  serious  floods. 
And  accelerated  fighting  in  South  Vietnam  around  Danang  is  near  the 
World  Relief  Commission's  Hoa  Khanh  Children's  Hospital,  where  the 
patient  load  has  increased  with  malnourished  children  and  those  suffeiing 
from  malaria.  (I  had  a  real  bout  tvith  malaria  ivhile  in  Africa,  so  I  know 
what  it's  like!)  It  is  reported  that  upwards  of  80,000  Sotith  Vietnamese 
civilians  have  been  captured  and  another  52,000  have  fled  to  Danang  as 
refugees.  WRC  has  a  large  refugee  work  in  Vietnam." 
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TEN    YEARS   OF   GROWTH   IN   WORLD   RELIEF 


The  facts  do  the  talldng! 

Even  in  1974 — a  year  of  economic  squeeze  and 
inflationary  price  jumps — our  World  Relief  giving 
increased  considerably  ...  by  $2,721. 

Another  new  high  was  hit  in  1974  .  .  .  $16,223. 
This  is  as  it  should  ibe  .  .  .  because  it  oosts  the 
World  Relief  Commission  much  more  to  operate 
a  relief  program  with   the  prices  rising.  But  in- 
creased   giving    under    these    circumstances    just 
doesn't  happen  autoimaticaHy.  It  takes  the  sacri- 
ficial giving  of  dedicated  Christians  Who  real'ize 
several  things: 
— the  bidding   of  CShrist  to  express  concern  in 
tangible  ways  for  the  "less-fortunates"  oi  the 
world, 
— ^the    depressing    pUght    of    war    and    disaster 

victims, 
— ^thie  quality  of  both  the  material  and  spiritual 
dimensions   of  the  World  Relief  Co^mmission 
program, 
— the  great  good  done  by  each  gift  given, 
— ^and  the  "warm  fuzzy"  feeling  w:hen  doing  an 
effective  jab  of  giving  isaorifically  in  the  name 
of  Jesus. 
You,  Brethren,    (it  seems  obvious  to  me)   have 
realized  these  things — and  responded  in  love  for 
9  years.  And  the  'tally  (beginning  with  a  few  small 
gifts  in  1966)  demonstrates  the 

gnr-o-w-t-h  of  your  INTEREST  .  .  . 
i-n-c-r-e-a-s-e-d  to  CONCERN  .  .  . 
r-e-s-u-l-t-i-n-g  in  GIVING  .  .  . 
cf-o-'l-Lo-w-ed  iby  BIjESSING. 
The  Visible  Record  of  Expressed  Love 
1965  0 

1966-67  $1,546 

1967-68  $4,630 

1968-69  $6,363 

1969-70  $4,651 

1970  (6  months)  $2,665 

1971  $7,725 

1972  $9,499 

1973  $13,502 

1974  $16,223 


$66,804 


9  years'  Total   

1975  ?? 

Again  this  year,  SPECIAL  RECOGNITION  goes 
to  several  churches: 

TWO  CHURCHES  began  giving  to  World  Relief 
for  the  first  time  in  1974.  A  big  welcoane  to: 
Bradenton  (Florida) 
Haddix  (Kentucky) 
EIGHT   CHURCHES  contributed   $500  or  more 
last  year,  with  Jefferson  leading  the  way  in  total 
giving    (Be   sure  to  read   their  report  about  the 
Love  Loaf  Program  elsewhere  in  this  issue).  Of 
course,  the  size  of  the  church  membership  makes 
a  difference  in  the  total  giving  potential  of  all  these 
offerings,  but  you  will  notice  from  the  foUowing 
reports  that  this  is  not  always  true.  We  appreciate 
the  efforts  of  those  who  have  given  well  this  past 
year — regardless  of   the  church  size. 

Jefferson   (Indiana)    $1,038.78 

North  Liberty  (Indiana)   $    850.34 

Pleasant  HUl   (Ohio)    $    708.38 

Sarasota   (Florida)    $    575.00 


Johnstown  ni  (Pennsylvania)    ..$    554.00 

SmithviUe  (Ohio)  $    544.69 

Gratis   (Ohio)    $    530.00 

West  Alexandria  (Ohio)    $   500.00 

TEN  CHURCHES  gave  between  $300  and  $49! 

last  year: 

Canton  (Ohio)    $472.00 

Ashland,  Park  Street   (Ohio)    $382.33 

Bryan  (Ohio)   $359.00 

New  Lebanon  (Ohio)    $352.59 

LouisviUe   (Ohio )    $348.88 

Waynesboro  (Pennsylvania)   $307.65 

Teegarden    (Indiana)    $305.41 

Tiosa    (Indiana)    $305.00 

Washington    (D.C.)    $303.75 

Tucson  (Arizona)   $300.11 

ANOTHER    TEN    CHURCHES    gave    betweeii 

$200  and  $299: 

Brush  Valley   (Pennsylvania)    $294.77 

Elkhart  (Indiana)   $277.00 

Hagerstown  (Maryland)  $277.00 

Gretna    (Ohio)     $271.30 

Roann    (Indiana)    $250.00 

Ardmore    (Indiana)    $240.00 

Waterloo    (Iowa)    $225.00 

South  Bend  (Indiana)   $223.25 

Roanoke    ( Indiana)    $204.58 

Nappanee   (Indiana)    $200.00 

OTHER  IMPORTANT  FACTS  in  our  Brethrei 

World  ReUef  Picture  are  these: 

— 87  churches  gave  something  to  World  Relie 

in  1974.  That's  more  participation  than  in  anj 

single  year  in  the  past. 

— 34    churches    didn't    contribute    through    oui 

treasury  last  year.  This  concerns  us,  but  it's 

a  lower  number  than  ever  before.  Of  greatea 

concern  are  the  12  churches  who  have  nevei 

given  to  World  Relief.  We  ask  for  their  in 

volvement  in  1974. 

— ^16    Individual    (iifts    arrived,    totaUkig    i 

(about  what  it  was  in  1973). 

— ^Soup   Supper   profits   at   General  Conferenc* 

were  $276.  The  9-year  total  for  our  Conferenc* 

Soup  Suppers  is  $2,040. 

FOLLOWING  IS  A  LISTING  OF  CHURCHES 

by  districts  and  individual  contributions.    (Pleast 

realize  that  any  offering  actually  received  by  Mr 

Kerlin  after  January  1,  1975,  will  be  recorded 

a  part  of  next  year's  report). 
Southeast  District 


Bethlehem 

125.00 

Chandon 

Cumberland 

8.00 

Dunraven 

Gatewood 

Haddix 

5.00 

Hagerstown 

277.00 

Kimsey  Run 

Krypton 

55.00 

Liberty 

20.00 

Linwood 

25.00 

Lost  Oeek 

Mathias 

65.62 

Maurertawn 

90.00 

Meadow  Branch 

Mt.  O'Uive 

114.48 

Oak  Hill 

24.00 
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{                Rowdy 

}               St.  James 

104.74 

;                St.  Luke 

;                Washington 

303.75 

(        Pennsylvania  District 

(                Berlin 

101.04 

1                Brush  Valley 

294.77 

J                Calvary 

^                Cameron 

20.00 

Falrless  HUls-Levittown 

25.00 

j                Highland 

80.00 

Joihnsto(VVTi  III 

150.00 

Johnstown  HI 

554.00 

Masontown 

106.55 

Meyeirsdale 

50.00 

Mt.  Olivet 

106.00 

Mt.  Pleasant 

Pittsburgh 

50.00 

Quiet  Dell 

Raystown 

SergeantsvilUe 

35.00 

VaUey 

40.00 

Vandergrift 

Vinoo 

181.00 

Waynesboro 

307.65 

White  Dale 

162.18 

Ohio  District 

Akron 

5.00 

Ashland  (Park  Street) 

382.33 

Canton 

472.00 

Columbus 

40.00 

Dayton 

186.00 

Fremont 

20.00 

GaUber  (AsManid) 

33.00 

Glenford 

Gratis 

530.00 

Gretna 

271.30 

Louisville 

348.88 

Mianafield 

Massillon 

55.00 

Newark 

17.50 

New  Lebanon 

352.59 

North  Georgetown 

12.00 

Pleasant  Hill 

708.38 

Smith  ville 

544.69 

West  Alexandria 

500.00 

WiUiaimstown 

Indiana  District 

Ardmore 

240.00 

Brigthton 

100.00 

Bryan 

359.00 

Burlington 

47.00 

Center  Chapel 

College  Comer 

Corinth 

133.00 

Coimty  Line 

93.00 

Denver 

52.00 

Dutdhtown 

Elkhart 

277.00 

Flora 

75.60 

Fort  Wayne 

Goshen 

Huntington 

Jeffeirson 

1038.78 

Kokomo 

117.50 

Loree 

Marion 

Matteson 

Mexico 

100.00 
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MiMord 

50.00 

Mishawaka 

Muncie 

22.50 

Nappanee 

20000 

New  Paris 

127.70 

North  Liberty 

850.34 

North  Manchester 

Oakville 

50.00 

Peru 

9.00 

Roann 

250.00 

Roanoke 

204.58 

Shipshewana 

South  Bend 

223.25 

Teegarden 

305.41 

Tiosa 

305.00 

Wabash 

Warsaw 

30.00 

Winding  Waters 

68.44 

Central  District 

Cedar  FaUs 

43.55 

Cerro  Gordo 

57.29 

Lanark 

65.00 

MilledgeviUe 

94.47 

UdeH 

22.00 

Waterloo 

225.00 

Midwest  District 

Carleton 

Cheyenne 

Derby 

FaUs  City 

25.00 

Fort  Scott 

92.95 

MorriU 

10.00 

Mulvane 

California  District 

Lathrop 

Manteca 

125.00 

Stockton 

Southwest  District 

Papago  Park 

17.00 

Tucson 

300.11 

Florida  Churches 

Bradenton 

6.05 

Sarasota 

575.00 

St.  Petersburg 

86.98 

Miscellaneous  (Sewing  Books) 

14.83 

Total  Church  Offerings $15,048.78 

Individual's  Gifts 898.00 

Soup  Supper  Profit 276.00 

1974  Grand  Total   $16,222.78 

As  these  statistics  indicate,  it's  been  another 
good  year  for  Brethren  World  Relief  because 
there  has  been  growth. 

Naturally,  the  work  is  not  all  done  .  .  .  not  until 
every  i>erson  we  can  reach  is  fed,  clotfhed,  healed 
and  touched  by  the  (Jospel.  But  we  are  making 
significant  progress. 

Several  of  you  are  doimg  what  you  can — and 
that's  good.  Let's  just  keep  caring  as  much  about 
other  people  as  we  do  albout  ourselves.  GOD  WILL 
TAKE  CARE  OF  THE  MOTIVATION  FOR 
GREATER  SACBIPICE. 

Phil  Lersch,  Ohairman,  for  the 
Brethren  World  Relief  Board: 
•George   Kerlin,   Treas. 
Aida  May  Munson 
Joe  Hanna 
L.  E.  Ldndower 
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LOVE  LOAF  PROGRAM 

Jefferson    Brethren   Church 


"Breaking  Sunday"  at 
Jef fey-son  Brethren  Church 

This  past  fall  the  Jefferson  (Indiana)  Brethren 
Church  decided  to  use  the  Love  Loaf  Program 
(of  World  Vision  International)  to  raise  money 
for  World  Relief.  World  Vision  is  a  humanitarian 
organization  that  helps  meet  the  physical  and 
spiritual  needs  of  people  all  over  the  world. 

The  Love  Loaf  Program  is  a  cooperative  family 
program  between  the  local  church  and  World 
Vision.  Through  this  arrangement  every  Jefferson 
Brethren  household,  parents  and  children  together, 
were  able  to  identify  and  contribute  to  the  physical 
and  spiritual  needs  of  people  in  disaster  areas 
around  the  world  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 


September  22,  1974,  was  "Distribution  Sunday" 
and  December  8,  1974,  was  "Love  Loaf  Breaking 
Sunday."  At  each  of  these  Sunday  morning  ser- 
vices the  impressive  program  was  buOt  around 
this  theme. 

On  "Breaking  Sunday"  each  famUy  came  to  the 
front  of  the  church  and  broke  open  it's  own  loaf, 
adding  a  contribution  to  'the  accumulated  pile  of 
money  on  the  table. 

The  total  gathered  on  "Breaking  Sunday"  waS' 
$1,169.65.  Forty-j>ercent  was  forwarded  to  World 
Vision  (as  they  require)  and  sixty-percent  was 
sent  to  the  Brethren  World  Relief  Board  (and  then 
on  to  the  World  Relief  Commission). 

Many  took  another  loaf  to  fiU  and  return  when 
we  have  scheduled  the  second  ingathering  on 
March  2,  1975. 

I  would  highly  recommend  this  program  to  any  - 
church  in  our  denomination  for  a  means  of  helping  : 
the  hungry  of  the  world.  If  our  children  are  to  be 
compassionate  and  unselfish,  they  must  see  these 
qualities  demonstrated.  This  is  an  excellent  way 
to  teach  unselfish  giving,  not  from  a  book  or  by 
spoken  word,  but  by  our  lives.  The  children  as  ■ 
well  as  adults  were  very  enthusiastic  throughout : 
the  program  and  received  a  great  blessing  from 
having  participated  in  it. 

The  complete  program,  love  loaves,  booklets, 
posters  and  complete  operation  instructions  are 
available  at  any  of  the  World  Vision  International 
offices. 

George  KerUn,  Treasurer 
Brethren  World 

Relief  Board 
Member — Jefferson 
Brethren  Church 


BRETHREN  YOUTH  "Starve-rn" 

Roann    Brethren   Church 


In  January  of  tMs  year  the  W.M.S.  at  our 
dhurch  presented  the  film,  "AFRICA :  DRY  EDGE 
OF  DISASTER."  (Available  from  the  World  Re- 
Uel  Commission.)  As  a  result  our  B.Y.C.  had  a 
"Starve-In." 

Hungry?  You  bet  we  were!  The  youth  of  the 
Roann  (Indiana)  First  Brethren  Church  knew  how 
it  felt  to  be  really  hungry. 

On  January  25th,  22  of  us  participated  in  the 
"Starve-In"  to  raise  money  for  World  Kelief.  We 
were  not  allowed  to  eat  for  22  hours. 

To  raise  the  money,  we  asked  people  in  our 
community  to  sponsor  us  for  each  'hour  we  went 
without  food. 

We  were  permitted  to  drink  water,  kood-aid 
(after  twelve  hours),  and  orange  juice  for 
breakfast. 

The  "Starve-In"  began  at  7:30  p.m.  Saturday 
night  and  continued  until  5:30  p.m.  Sunday,  Jan- 
uary 26th. 


We  all  mistsed  eating  our  Sunday  dinner  the 
most.  All  we  could  think  of  was  our  parents  eating 
chicken  and  noodles  or  mashed  potatoes  and 
gravy.  However,  as  5:30  drew  nearer,  we  knew  we 
all  would  make  it. 

Everyone  looked  forward  to  eating  the  ChUi  and 
potato  soup  that  the  women  of  our  church  made 
for  us. 

But  what  filled  us  up  even  more  with  good  warm 
feeling  was  the  knowledge  that  we  had  "finished 
the  course"  and  would  be  able  to  send  to  World 
Belief  almost  $400.00  to  help  starving  children 
around  the  world. 

The  "Starve-In"  and  the  Soup  Supper  will  net 
over  $5(X).00  totally  for  the  work  of  the  World 
Relief  Board. 

Du  Ann  Swihart 
Boann  B.Y.C. 


^^pril  5,  1975 
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LOVE  LOAF  PROJECT 

Ashland   Park   Street   Brethren   Church 


The  Love  Loaf  Project  at  Park  Street  Ohurch 
came  forth  from  our  Task  Force,  and  was  com- 
bined with  Church  Growth  goals.  (Incidently,  the 
Task  Force  meets  every  Sunday  moimirug  about 
8:00  without  fail.  It's  a  place  to  express  ideas — 
something  that's  needed  for  a  developing  Church ) . 

The  plastic  loaves  were  obtained  from  World 
Vision  at  no  cost  to  us.  Upon  receipt  we  agreed 
to  send  them  40%  of  the  money  contributed  and 
we  would  keep  60%  for  the  Brethren  World  Relief 
Board.  Thus,  the  total  amount  went  to  World 
Relief  of  some  sort. 

We  distributed  the  loaves  to  families  for  sev- 
eral Sundays  and  set  a  date  for  aU  of  them  to  be 
returned.  Most  were  out  for  a  period  of  about  6 
weeks.  Families  were  urged  to  put  the  loaves  on 
the  tables  or  in  other  prominent  places,  to  remind 
them  of  ithe  needs  of  the  world.  Some  families 
used  them  by  cutting  down  the  amount  of  food 
served  and  put  the  money  saved  in  the  loaves. 
Tliey  were  great  object  lessons  for  the  children 
esi)ecially. 

We  advertized  heavily  for  the  Sunday  when  the 
loaves  were  to  be  broken  by  using  the  initiails 
BTB,  "Break  The  Bread"  Sunday.  Out  of  those 
initials,  since  it  was  coupled  with  church  growth, 
came  other  ideas:  Build  Thy  Body,  Boilish  The 
Barriers,  Bless  The  Believers,  etc.  People  were 
urged  to  fill  the  loaves  and  then  bring  guests  to 
see  them  broken. 

On  February  and,  we  gathered  to  "Break  The 
Bread."  We  wanted  to  see  the  church  filled  so  we 
could  see  What  it  would  look  like  as  a  goal.  Vir- 
tually every  seat  was  filled.  More  could  have 
crowded  in,  but  there  were  360  people  present.  A 
number  of  men  broke  the  loaves  as  the  people 
passed  by  tables  set  up  in  ithe  front.  Eadh  family 
was  to  come  forward  or  send  a  representative — 
and  it  looked  Mke  nearly  eveirybody  came  by  with 
the  loaves.  Children  were  esptecially  anxious  to 
oome  up;  some  had  scratched  their  initials  in  the 
loaves.  It  was  a  noisy  but  orderly  time  and  they 
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"BTB  Sunday"  at  Ashland 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church 


were  ibroken  in  a  very  few  minutes —  about  150 
loaves. 

A  world  globe  had  been  hung  from  the  ceiling 
to  remind  us  of  the  world's  needs.  Beneath  it  was 
the  cross  on  the  table,  and  just  below  that  a  whole 
loaf  of  bread  on  a  raised  stand.  A  cloth  ran  from 
the  floor  up  over  the  stand  where  the  loaf  was 
placed.  As  trays  of  money  were  filled  they  were 
taken  up  front  and  emptied  on  the  white  cloth 
foirming  a  mound  of  money.  So  the  visual  from 
the  audience  was  from  the  loaves  to  the  money 
pUe  on  the  floor,  to  the  loaf  of  bread,  to  the  cross, 
and  then  to  the  world  spinning  about  it. 

Some  money  is  still  out  in  the  loaves,  but  to 
date  the  amount  is  $1,200  in  round  figures.  Some 
more  persons  want  loaves  to  fill  now  so  there  will 
be  more. 

Charles  Munson 
Park  Street 
Brethren  Ohurch 


TENTH  ANNIVERSARY 

of  Brethren  World  Relief 

'7i  is  possible  to  give  away  and  become  richer! 

It  is  also  possible  to  hold  on  too  tightly  and  lose  everything. 

Yes,  the  liberal  man  shall  be  rich! 

By  watering  others,  he  ivaters  himself." 

(Proverbs  11:24,  25  -  Living  Bible) 
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WORLD  RELIEF  QUICKIES 


BRETHREN  SEWING  GUmE: 

This  booklet,  first  introduoed  last  August  at 
General  Cosnierenoe,  is  providing  valuable  inifor- 
mation  for  many  women's  sewing  groups.  It  de- 
tails w'hat  articles  are  needed,  how  to  make  them 
and  where  they  shoiuld  be  sent.  It  also  states  what 
items  are  not  needed  now.  Several  women  have 
written  saying,  "This  is  just  exactly  what  we 
needed.  Thank  you." 

If  you  or  your  sewing  group  needs  additional 
copies,  write  to:  Pastor  PhU  Lersch,  6301  56th 
Avenue,  N.,  St.  Petersburg,  FL  33709. 


1975  GENERAL  CONFERENCE: 

Monday  Night  Program:  The  World  ReHef 
Board  has  again  been  asked  to  have  a  World  Relief 
presentation  in  the  Ghapel  on  Monday  night,  just 
prior  to  the  opening  of  Conference  the  next  morn- 
ing. Something  unique  awaits  you;  try  to  attend. 

Sewing  Room:  For  the  second  straight  year 
there  will  be  a  Sewing  Room  in  the  basement  of 
the  new  college  Library.  It's  open  every  afternoon 
for  women  to  come  in  and  work  on  articles  of 
clothing  for  World  Relief,  or  Brethren  Care  and 
Brethren  Home,  or  Brethren  Missions  in  India, 
or  a  local  hospital.  Several  last  August  found  it 
a  worth whUe  use  of  time — and  an  enjoyable  place 
to  visit  While  working. 

Sewing  Display:  An  important  part  of  the  Sew- 
ing Floom  will  be  the  displaying  of  articles  already 
sewn  by  church  groups  during  the  past  year.  It 
helps  us  realize  what  has  been  done  (just  samples) 
and  also  serves  as  good  object  lessons  for  those 
who  view  the  finished  products.  If  your  church 
group  will  have  articles  for  display,  please  contact 
Mrs.  Charles  Miuison,  616  Park  Street,  Ashland, 
Ohio  44805.  We  want  your  response. 

Soup  Supper:  The  Tenth  Annual  SOUP  SUP- 
PER FOR  WORLD  RELIEF  wlU  be  a  ibig  occasion 
on  Friday  noon  this  year.  Over  $2,000  has  been 
raised  over  the  i>ast  9  years  -through  this  event. 
Don't  miss  it  if  you're  at  General  Conference  this 
year. 


AFRICAN  DIARY  TO  CONTINUE: 

The  final  -two  segments  of  John  Hoknstrom's ! 
diary  of  his  trip  to  Africa  to  make  the  Wortd  ReUef  i 
Commission  fiUm  wiU  continue  in  the  next  two  1 
issues  of  the  Brethren  Evangelist.  The  resulting 
film  is  "AFRICA:  DRY  EDGE  OF  DISASTER." 
The  series  was  interrupted  to  bring  you  these  two 
special  issues  of  the  Evangelist  about  World 
ReUef. 


WORLD  RELIEF  MONTH: 

April  is  World  Relief  Month  every  year!  Now 
is  the  time  to  evaluate  seriously  once  again  What 
we  who  are  the  "haves"  have  to  share  with  the 
"have  nots"  Who  have  so  very  little.  Often  they 
don't  even  have  an  opportunity  to  have  more.  We  ■ 
don't  have  that  problem.  What  we  have  is  the  i 
opportunity  to  help  them  have  more — ^spiritually  ' 
and  j>hysically.  That's  What  we  have  a  World  Re- 
lief Program  for — so  we  have  an  lopportunity  to 
help  the  have-nots  have  a  little  more.  AU  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ. 


TENTH  ANNIVERSARY 

of  Brethren  World  Relief 

"One  man  gives  freely,  yet  grows  all  the  richer; 

Another  withholds  loJiJOt  he  should  give,  and  only  suffers  tvant. 

A  liberal  man  tuill  be  enriched, 

and  one  %vho  waters  tvill  himself  be  tvatered." 


(Proverbs  11:24,  35  ■  BSV) 
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"Hi!  Fm  kinda  shy  .  .  .  hut  I'd  just  like  to  say  congrat- 
ulations (and  t'hank  you)  to  you  Brethren  during  your 
Tenth  Anniversary  Year  of  giving  to  World  Relief. 

Please  don't  stop  now!"  (A  translation,   of  course) 


Special  Notice  to: 

CHURCH   TREASURERS   and  INDIVIDUAL  DONORS 

Please  send  all  contributions  for  World  ReUef  to: 

Mr.  George  Kerlin,  Treasurer 
1318  East  Douglas 
Goshen,  Indiana    46526 
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The  Brethren  Evangelis 

Introducing  the   1975 

Summer  Crusaders 

Part  II:  Interns 


Again,  as  in  1974,  the  Board  of  Christian  Educa- 
tion will  sponsor  and  direct  the  Internship  pro- 
gram. Interns,  though  not  technically  Crusaders 
(their  scholarships  are  raised  apart  from  the 
Summer  Crusader  Fund),  will  serve  under  the 
administration  and  comply  with  the  high  standards 
of  the  Summer  Crusader  Program. 

This  summer  we  have  three  areas  of  service  in 
our  Internship  Program — Pastoral,  Missionary  and 
Nursing  Care.  In  each  of  these  areas,  the  young 
people  will  greatly  benefit  from  the  on-the-joto 
insights  and  training. 


NURSING   CARE  INTERNS 

Nursing  Care  Interns 

Two  young  women,  Nona  Hesketh  and  Nola  Nye,  will  be  spending  their  summer 
at  the  Brethren's  Home  of  Indiana,  Inc.  in  Flofra,  Indiana.  They  will  be  working  in 
a  variety  of  ways  in  both  Nursing  and  the  Activities/Social  Services  Program.  Pray 
that  the  summer  brings  varied  and  valuable  experiences  for  the  Brethren's  Home 
and  these  Interns. 


Nola  Nye 
Milledgeville 


Nona  Jean  Hesketh 
Vandergrift 


I 


Nola  Nye,  a  freslhman  Nursing  major  at  Goshen 
College,  Goshen,  EN,  is  a  memiber  of  the  MUledge- 
vUle,  niinois  Brethren  Church.  Nola  will  be  a 
first  year  Crusader. 


Nona  Jean  Hesketh  is  a  first  year  Crusader  com- 
ing from  the  Vandergrift,  Pennsylvania  Brethren 
Church.  Jeannie  is  presentiy  working  as  a  medical 
assistant  and  hopes  to  begin  Westmoreland  County 
Community  College  in  the  fall  with  a  Practical 
Nursing  major. 
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PASTORAL   INTERNS 


Pastoral  Interns 

We  have  two  gentlemen  as  Pastoral  Interns  this  year.  They  will  both  ibe  serv- 
ing a  Brethren  Church  under  the  guidance  of  the  local  pastor.  Bruce  Ronk  will  ibe 
serving  the  Canton,  Ohio  Brethren  Church  and  Lynn  Mercer  will  travel  out  to  the 
Tucson,  Arizona  Brethren  Church.  Please  pray  for  positive  experiences  for  these 
churdies  and  Interns. 


Bruce  Ronk  coming  from  the  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church  in  Ashland,  Ohio  is  a  third  year  Crusader. 
Bruce  graduates  from  Ashland  College  in  May 
with  a  Pre-Seminary-ReUgion  major. 


Bruce  Ronk 
Ashland  (Park  Street) 


Lynn  Mercer  from  the  North  Georgetown,  Ohio 
Brethren  Church  is  a  new-comer  to  the  Crusader 
program.  Lynn  wiLL  be  a  sophomore  at  Ashland 
College  in  Pre^Seminary  study. 


Lynn  Mercer 
North  Georgetown 
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MISSIONARY  INTERNS 


Missionary  Interns 

This  year  for  the  first  time  the  Lord  has  opened  the  doors  for  two  Missionary 
Interns  to  travel  outside  these  United  States.  Two  young  women  with  previous 
Crusader  experience  were  chosen  to  worii  in  connection  with  our  missionaries  on 
our  mission  field  in  Colombia,  South  America.  Jan  and  Bev  wiU  be  working  in  a 
variety  of  areas.  Please  pray  for  them  as  they  prepare  for  a  summer  in  a  different 
culture. 


Jan  Glenn  from  our  iMiiledgewille,  IlHnoiis  Brethren 
Church  is  presently  a  junior  Nursing  major  at 
Goshen  College.  Jan  was  a  member  of  "The 
Twelve"  in  the  summer  of  1973. 


Jan  Glenn 
Milledgeville 


Beverly  Blougti,  a  third  year  Crusader,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Smithville,  Ohio  Dretlhiren  Churdh.  Bev 
will  graduate  from  Ashland  College  in  May  wi'th 
a  degree  in  Elementary  Education. 


Beverly  Blough 
Smithville 
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FILL  YOUR  DAYS  WITH  LIFE 

A  new  Gospel  Light  publication  entitled  FILL 
iYOUR  DAYS  WITH  LIFE  is  a  good  book  of  Infor- 
mation, inspiration  and  aspiration.  It  would  be 
suitable  for  a  study  or  as  supplemental  material 
:for  an  adult  course  aimed  especially  at  senior 
citizens. 

Mildred  Vandenburgh,  author,  is  an  "older 
adult"  with  neither  the  gifts  of  wealth  or  of  per- 
fect health,  but  she  fiUs  her  days  with  a  myriad 
of  activities  that  are  weU  within  the  reach  of 
most  seniors.  She  shares  with  keen  wit  and  wisdom 
how  she  is  discovering  that  life  is  for  living. 

She  begins  her  book  with  the  first  struggling 
days  of  retirement  and  shows  how  she  discovered 
meaningful  activity  and  a  whole  new  world  with 
the  Jolly  Sixties  at  Van  Nuys  Baptist  Church. 
From  the  original  group  of  12  people  in  1959,  the 
senior  program  at  the  church  has  grown  to  500 
for  monthly  socials. 

The  seniors  have  a  whole  constellation  of  ac- 
tivities including  Bible  study,  visitation,  3000  work 
hours  per  year  in  labor  for  the  church,  parties, 
outings,  special  classes,  music  groups  and  con- 
sultation services. 

Some  of  the  interesting  17  chapters  include  such 
provocative  titles  as: 

Aging  Deflates  the  Ego 

The  Jolly  Road  to  Romance 

Who  Wants  to  Grow  Old?  And  How 

to  Avoid  It 
Three  Stages  of  Retirement 
Senior  Power 

Twenty  million  more  Americans  between  55 
and  64  years  of  age  are  retiring  at  the  rate  of 
4000  per  day  so  there  is  a  large  field  to  draw  upon 
for  any  senior  program. 

The  author  discusses  many  current  needs  of 
dlder  Americans  including  an  excellent  section  on 
wills  and  the  need  for  having  aU  legal  matters 
set  in  order  before  death. 

Mrs.    Vandenburgh    shares  some   amusing   but 
meaningful  ideas  in  the  three  stages  of  retirement: 
"Get-up-and-go-stage" 
' '  Why  rbo  t  her-s  tage  " 
"My-get-up-and-go-has-gone-stage". 

An  excellent  section  at  the  end  of  the  book  lists 
16  groups  where  some  opportunities  for  volunteer 
Christian  service  are  available.  In  addition,  the 
author  includes  an  extensive  bibliography  of  other 
reading  materials  in  this  subject  area. 

This  paperback  book  is  available  at  The  Breth- 
ren Publishing  iCompany,  524  CoUege  Avenue, 
Ashland,  Ohio  44805  for  $1.95. 


RESIDENTS  HAVE  BEAN  SUPPER 

The  residents  of  Martin  House  at  Ashland,  Ohio 
held  an  evening  of  fellowship  on  Jan.  21  when 
Mrs.  Byron  Schumaker  presented  an  inspirational 
program  of  chalk-talk  pictures,  music  and  narra- 
tion. The  theme  of  her  .presentation  was  "The 
Road  of  Life." 

The  group  participated  in  a  poor  man's  supper 
consisting  of  soup  'beans  and  combread,  plus 
salads  and  desserts. 

Mrs.  Royce  Gates,  Mrs.  Hilda  Benepe,  Mrs.  Clara 


Kreider  and  Mrs.  Mildred  Saner  arranged  for  the 
supper. 

The  residents  of  Martin  House  have  had  a  varied 
program  of  activities,  including  vespers,  travel 
slides,  musical  programs,  teas  and  Mngo.  Another 
potluck  supper  is  planned  for  sometime  in 
February. 


ROCKING  CHAIR 
BELONGS  IN  THE  ATTIC 

On  Thursday,  March  13,  1975,  Woman's  Mission- 
ary Society  Group  3  entertained  aJbout  30  men 
and  women,  retirees  and  over  62's,  at  a  dinner 
in  the  Fellowship  HaU  of  the  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church.  They  were  greeted  by  the  president  of 
the  society,  Mrs.  Charles  Beekley. 

Following  the  meal,  Mrs.  AUan  Pyrch  introduced 
Dr.  Leslie  Lindower,  who  briefly  discussed  plans 
for  the  Golden  Age  Fellowship  program  in  the 
Brethren  Church. 

The  speaker  for  the  evening  was  Mrs.  Forest 
Atchison  of  the  Senior  Citizens'  Center  of  Ashland, 
who  gave  a  delightful,  inspiring  talk  about  the 
work  here  and  showed  some  lovely  items  made 
by  the  members  of  the  center.  She  invited  aU  to 
come  to  the  center  and  visit  or  join  in  activities 
there. 

Rev.  Eugene  Beekley  closed  the  meeting  with 
the  benediction. 

Those  on  the  committee  who  planned  the  eve- 
ning's dinner  and  program  were  Mrs.  Charles 
Beekley,  Mrs.  Eugene  Beekley,  Mrs.  Robert  Clough, 
Mrs.  James  Geaslen,  Mrs.  AUan  Pyrch,  Mrs.  Dale 
Staffer,  and  Mrs.  Eugene  Zimmerman,  chairman. 
Submitted  by  Marceal  Zimmerman 

You7-  editor  of  THE  BRETHREN  EVAN- 
GELIST ivas  invited  to  this  dinner  and  he 
must  add  these  feiv  words  pertaining  to  the 
impressio7i  left  on  him  by  expressing  his 
gratitude  to  a  team  of  dedicated  ladies  of 
the  W.M.S.  groivp  ivho  not  only  prepared  and 
served  a  boimteotis  dinner  but  provided  an 
evening  of  entertainment  that  tvas  most  in- 
spiring and  provfipting. 

Inspiring  from  listening  to  a  speaker  who 
not  only  presented  his  vieivs  of  hotv  various 
talents  can  be  used  in  any  person's  senior 
years  instead  of  being  put  up  on  a  shelf. 
Inspiring  also  by  seeing  senior  citizens  pres- 
ent who  exemplify  the  very  point  of  the 
speaker's  message  in  their  otvn  personal  lives. 

Prompting  from  the  standpoint  of  the  illus- 
trations of  involvement  and  display  of  crafts 
from  the  Senior  Citizen's  Center  and  also 
from  the  proof  that  was  evident  that  the 
ivord  retired  may  ivell  be  a  misnomer  and 
might  better  be  referred  to  rather  as 
retreaded. 

We  must  also  mention  the  wonderful  feel- 
ing of  camaraderie  present  among  the  gals 
who  have  not  yet  reached  those  golden  age 
years  as  they  labored  together  in  presenting 
the  evening's  festivities.     (G.S.) 
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SISTERHOOD 


SENIOR  SISTERHOOD 


by  Mrs.  Pat  Ritchey 


To  Worship  Him 


MAY  1975 


Part   2 


True   Confessions! 


What  an  exciting  title!  Let's  be  honest,  it  is 
interesting,  perhaps  even  exciting,  to  get  -involved 
in  someone  else's  life,  to  know  what  they  thinly, 
how  they  feel,  how  they  respond.  Revealing  some- 
one's inner  life  can  be  very  intriguing,  except — 
except  when  that  someone  is  YOU! 

Now  we  have  a  different  picture.  There  are 
many  things  in  our  lives  that  we  really  don't  mind 
if  people  know  about,  but  we  all  have  a  few  very 
deep  and  personal  thoughts  and  feelings  that  we 
keep  strictly  to  ourselves.  To  reveal  these  things 
in  our  Uves  to  others  around  us  would  be  extreme- 
ly painful  and  almost  impossible  for  us  to  do. 

What  does  all  this  have  to  do  with  being  a  Chris- 
tian girl  at  a  Sisterhood  meeting?  Perhaps  the 
ansiwer  to  this  question  will  reveal  itself  to  you 
today  as  we  study  together  about  how  we  can 
better  worship  God. 

Please  find  Proverbs  28:13  in  your  Bibles  and 
read  aloud,  together,  the  words  from  this  verse 
as  a  call  to  worship  for  your  meeting. 

In  II  Timothy  2:20-22  our  Christian  lives  are 
comimred  to  vessels  or  containers  that  are  kept 
ready  at  all  times  for  serving  the  master.  These 
vessels  are  made  of  precious  metals  such  as  gold 
or  silver  and  are  kept  separated  from  the  common 
ordinary  vessels  used  in  everyday  Ufe. 

Perhaps  you  find  as  I  do  that  sometimes  the 
vessel  has  been  soiled  or  spotted  by  sin.  By  being 
stained  with  the  sin  the  Master  will  no  longer  use 
us,  we  are  not  able  to  give  honor  to  His  service 
as  long  as  these  stains  and  spots  remain. 

What  do  we  do  to  rid  ourselves  of  the  ugly  blem- 
ishes of  sin,  that  separate  us  from  useful  service 
to  our  Master,  Jesus  Christ? 

(Leader's  note:  The  following  is  a  situation  in 
which  to  use  role-play.  Please  select  one  girl  to 
play  the  rode  of  the  Daughter.  Select  another  girl 
to  play  the  role  of  the  Father.  Allow  others  in 
the  group  to  repeat  the  role-play,  taking  different 
roles  and  switching  places  untij  several  have  ex- 
perienced the  daughter  and  father  roles.) 

This  is  a  situation  in  which  Daughter  has  just 
arrived  home  after  being  the  cause  of  a  fender- 
bender  accident  with  the  family  car.  She  is  very 
sorry  for  causing  the  accident  and  for  causing 
damage  to  the  family  car.  She  goes  to  her  father, 
telis  him  how  very  sorry  she  is  and  assures  him 
that  she  is  going  to  try  very  hard  to  avoid  any 
similar  situation  in  the  future. 

Father  loves  his  daughter,  and  sees  how  sorry 


she  is.  He  forgives  her  for  all  the  trouble  she  has 
caused.  Daughter  thanks  her  father  and  smiles 
her  appreciation  with  real  joy. 

After  several  of  you  have  evperienced  the  role- 
play,  sit  down  and  discuss  the  following  questions: 

How  does  it  feel  to  be  at  fault  in  the  accident? 

What  is  it  like  to  be  sorry  for  the  accident? 

How  does  it  feel  to  have  to  go  to  the  father 
and  teU  about  the  accident? 

How  does  it  feel  to  be  forgiven  for  the  accident? 

Would  it  have  done  any  good  to  dismiss  the 
accident  from  your  mind  and  not  tell  anyone  about 
the  accident?  Why? 

(Leader's  note:  Select  someone  to  read  the 
following  scripture  to  the  group  from  the  Living 
Bible  if  it  is  available.) 

Please  read  Psalm  32:1-6  to  your  group  from 
the  Living  Bible. 

It  seems  that  the  Psalmist  has  experienced 
something  similar  to  the  feelings  and  experiences 
that  you  have  just  discussed.  When  he  took  his 
burden  to  the  Lord,  he  came  away  rejoicing  in 
the  forgiveness  that  he  found  there.  "The  same 
thing  is  true  of  us  in  our  relationship  with  our 
Heavenly  Father. 

Here  is  God's  remedy  to  the  spots  and  stains  of 
sin  that  we  find  in  our  vessels  as  we  are  trying 
to  serve  Him.  I  John  1:9  says  it  very  simply:  "If 
we  confess  our  sins  he  is  faithful  and  just  to  for- 
give us  our  sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all 
unrighteousness. ' ' 

Instead  of  the  Master  coming  to  use  his  vessel 
and  finding  it  stained  and  dull,  we  can  be  ready 
at  all  times  for  the  Master  to  use  by  recognizing 
our  fault  and  telling  God  that  we  do  recognize  it, 
that  we  are  sorry  for  it  and  seek  His  assistance 
in  correcting  our  Ufe.  The  sooner  this  process 
takes  place  the  sooner  you  are  back  in  action  for 
the  Lord. 

This  is  the  time  to  begin  using  the  key  to  oon- 
sistant  spiritual  usefulness  that  we  have  just 
talked  about. 

Everyone  should  bow  their  head  at  this  time 
whUe  the  leader  slowly  reads  these  closing  state- 
ments out  loud: 

Each  person  please  pray  silently. 

Just  tell  Jesus  what  it  is  that  seems  to  keep 
you  from  having  a  close  relationship  with  Him 
at  'this  time. 

Agree  with  Him  that  it  is  sin  and  be  sorry  for 
that  sin. 

Thank  Him  for  His  forgiveness. 

Now  give  back  the  control  of  your  life  to  Christ. 

Open  your  life  to  the  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
once  more  and  believe  that  He  is  there,  controUing 
your  Ufe. 

Leader  please  close  with  a  short  prayer  and  the 
Sisterhood  Benediction. 
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JUNIOR  SISTERHOOD 


by  Mrs.  Pauline  Benshoff 


ROOTED  AND  GROUNDED 


Opening  Thought:   "A  CHRISTIAN  IS 

a  mind  throug*h  which  Christ  thinks, 
a  heart  through  which  Chmst  loves, 
a  voice  through  which  Christ  speaks, 
a  hand  through  which  Christ  helps. 
Is  Christ  in  control  of  your  life  today?" 

Prayer  Time:  "More  things  are  wroug*ht  by 
prayer  than  this  world  dreams  of".  Since  prayer 
is  our  way  to  communicate  with  God,  let's  get  His 
attention  and  blessing  upon  our  meeting  right 
now.  Make  this  time  a  real  sincere,  soul-searching, 
sharing  time  with  Him.  Everyone  taking  part 
because  you  want  to. 

Singspiration:  Sing  some  of  your  favorite 
hymns  and  choruses.  Keep  it  lively.  Sing  with  joy 
in  your  hearts.  Think  about  the  words. 

Leader:  Our  topic  tonight  Is  "Rooted  and 
Grounded".  To  insure  a  good  crop,  the  ground  into 
which  we  are  planting  must  first  be  carefully  pre- 
pared for  the  seed  or  plant  bed.  You  don't  just 
poke  a  hole  in  the  -ground  with  a  broom  handle 
and  drop  in  the  seeds  or  plants,  you  dig  deep  into 
the  earth,  turn  over  the  soil,  break  up  the  clods, 
rake  it,  fertilize  it  and  water  the  plants  or  seeds 
so  that  plant  roots  have  soft  ground  through  which 
to  penetrate;  also  the  seeds  need  moist  soft  earth 
to  swell  properly  and  send  forth  their  shoots. 
Now,  how  does  this  apply  to  the  Christian?  Well, 
to  insure  a  life  that  will  strive  to  be  Christ-like, 
much  preparation,  time  and  i>ersonal  mvolvement 
plus  discipline  is  necessary.  For  example,  you  don't 
one  day  say  "I'm  a  Christian"  and  zap  you  are 
one.  So  let's  hear  our  first  topic  and  see  the  rela- 
tion seeds  and  plants  have  to  our  lives. 

Preparing  Ourselves:  Sometime  we  attend  Sun- 
day School  and  Church  a  long  time  before  we 
accept  Christ  as  our  Savior.  The  reasons  are 
varied,  but  prdba'bly  the  first  reason  you  didn't 
accept  Him  sooner  was  that  you  were  listening 
but  you  didn't  hear.  Understand?  The  plant  (You) 
needed  time  to  grow  and  so  does  a  plant.  It  isn't 
fUU-grown  the  minute  it  is  planted  and  neither  are 
you.  The  seeds  need  time  to  develop  and  so  does 
the  Word  (seed)  need  time  to  be  meaningful  to 
you,  then  you  take  the  next  step.  You  hear  God 
speaking  to  you  to  give  Him  your  heart  and  you 
respond.  You  grasp  onto  that  Word  just  like  the 
little  plants  do  to  the  soil  and  earth  about  them, 
and  you  shelter  that  Word  in  your  heart  until 
more  light  comes  and  reveals  more  of  Christ  to 
you.  Here  again  the  little  shoots  and  plants  stretch 
upward  where  the  warmth  of  God's  sunshine  can 
keep  them  living  and  where  the  refreshing  rains 
supply  the  needed  moisture.  A  way  from  the  sun- 


shine of  His  love  we  also  perish,  so  would  plants. 
It  is  a  planting,  watering,  weeding,  warming, 
absorbing  giving  process. 

Rooted  and  Grounded  in  Him:  The  New  Test- 
ament Paraphrase  says  in  Ephesians  3:17,  "And 
I  pray  that  Christ  wiU  be  more  and  more  at  home 
in  your  hearts,  living  within  you  as  you  trust  in 
Him.  May  your  roots  go  down  deep  into  the  soil 
of  God's  marvelous  love."  And  this  is  what  it  is 
aU  about,  just  being  willing  to  grow  by  reading 
and  following  His  Word.  God  has  planted  us  iin 
this  world  to  produce  fruit  for  Him.  In  sharing 
the  fruit  of  our  labors  with  others  and  leading 
them  to  accept  Christ,  we  will  grow  and  mature 
spiritually.  We  will  be  learning  and  absorbing  the 
Word  and  growing  in  the  grace  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  allowing  Christ  to  be  pres- 
ent in  our  lives  and  plans.  In  Colossians  2:7,  "Let 
your  roots  grow  down  into  Him  and  draw  up 
nourishment  from  Him.  See  that  you  go  on  grow- 
ing in  the  Lord,  and  become  strong  and  vigorous 
in  the  truth.  Let  your  lixes  overflow  with  joy  and 
thanksgiving  for  all  He  has  done." 

Detached:  Rooting  is  for  sustenance  and  foun- 
dation; grounded  is  for  support.  Detached  you 
can't  do  much  but  die.  So  here  again  we  can  apply 
this  to  our  lives.  When  we  don't  bother  about 
Church,  Sunday  School,  Sisterhood,  Youth  Meet- 
ing, we  get  out  of  fellowship  and  soon  we  wither 
away.  We  need  constant  spiritual  nurture  and 
nourishment.  Jesus  said,  "Abide  in  me,  and  I  in 
you;  As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itself, 
except  it  abide  in  the  vine;  no  more  can  ye,  except 
ye  abide  in  me". 

Leader:  It  reaUy  does  make  a  difference  then 
how  we  grow.  We  do  need  the  warmth  of  God's 
love  and  fellowship  and  we  need  the  love  and 
fellowship  of  God's  people  to  teach  us  and  en- 
courage us  in  our  Christian  lives.  Let's  make  sure 
we  are  "rooted  and  grounded"  in  the  soil  of  God's 
marvelous  love,"  and  attached  to  the  Vine,  Jesus 
Christ. 

Business: 

Benediction: 

Refreshments:  (While  you  are  waiting  for 
refreshments  to  be  served,  wfhy  not  see  how  many 
Bible  verses  you  can  all  quote  from  memory. 
Verses  about  love,  God,  Jesus,  sin  etc.  At  least 
you'll  find  out  if  you  need  to  do  a  littie  memory 
work.  Have  fun.) 

For  An  Activity:  Make  May  Baskets  and  give 
them  to  sick  folks  in  your  church.  'Include  any- 
thing of  interest  to  them  to  cheer  them  up  a  bit; 
Or  go  and  sing  to  them  as  a  group. 
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WARSAW,  INDIANA 

"Come  Alive  in  75"  is  the  theme  chosen  by  Rev. 
Stogsdill  as  a  cliailenge  to  members  ot  The 
Warsaw  First  Brethren  Church.  "Every  day  can 
ibe  an  exciting  adventure  for  the  Cliristiaii"  is  a 
statement  talcen  from  a  little  booklet  put  out  by 
Campus  Crusade.  This  we  wisih  to  implement  into 
the  lives  of  our  people.  Programs  will  be  arranged 
and  held  throughout  the  year  to  make  this  theme 
possiible. 

Our  first  "Come  Alive"  program  happened  in 
the  form  of  a  revival  held  January  20-26  with  Rev. 
St.  Clair  Benshoff  as  evangelist.  The  spiritual  tone 
was  set  in  advance  by  members  joining  in  earnest 
prayer,  visitation  and  other  preparations.  The  Holy 
Spirit  began  His  work  and  revival  on  Sunday 
maming  when  three  redieations  were  made  at 
the  close  of  the  pastor's  message.  As  Rev.  Ben- 
s.ho(ff  brought  forth  the  true  Word  of  God  others 
came  for  rededication  throughout  the  week.  The 
day  of  revival  is  not  over!  We  are  still  reaping 
souls  'because  of  the  wonderful  week  of  "God  mov- 
ing among  people."  Rev.  Benshoff's  musical  abil- 
ities were  also  appreciated  by  the  congregation. 
His  wife,  Pauline,  was  able  to  attend  the  revival 
one  evening  and  joined  Rev.  Benshoff  in  one  of 
their  well-known   piano-organ   duets. 

Our  second  major  "Come  Alive"  event  was  the 
"Laymen  ALIVE"  seminar  conducted  by  Rev. 
Arden  Gilmer.  Many  of  you  have  been  reading 
about  this  witnessing  program,  centering  around 
the  presentation  of  the  "Four  Spiritual  Laws."  All 
of  the  Indiana  Churches  were  invited  to  join  us — 
a  total  of  51  people  participated.  It  was  great  to 
see  members  taking  advantage  of  this  type  of  pro- 
gram— ^some  who  have  been  very  timid  and  quiet 
in  their  church  work.  Foil  owing  two  evenings  and 


a  morning  of  instruction  the  group  went  out  into 
the  area  to  share  the  "Four  Spiritual  Laws"; 
only  God  will  know  the  results  of  the  contacts 
made.  We  feel  this  'is  only  the  beginning  of  wit- 
nessing programs  to  take  place  in  our  midst. 

We  expect  a  full  church  on  Easter  morning  as 
already  folding  chairs  are  being  used  in  the  side- 
room.  New  faces  appear  from  Sunday  to  Sunday 
cocming  as  a  result  of  friends  or  relatives  inviting. 
The  senior  Brethren  Youth  wUl  present  the  Sun- 
rise Service.  The  cantata,  "An  Easter  Song,"  was 
presented  on  March  16  by  the  Warsaw  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church.  One  could  truly  relive 
the  Easter  Story  again  through  this  beautiful  pres- 
entation. AUelujah,  the  Lord  lives! 

Jane  Stogsdill, 
Corresponding  Secretary 


VINCO  BRETHREN  HONOR  TWO 

Two  senior  members  of  the  Vinco  Brethren 
Church,  Mrs.  DoUie  Paul  of  Conemaugh  R.D.  and 
George  C.  Leidy  of  Mineral  Point  R.D.,  were  hon- 
ored by  the  Church,  at  the  Fellowship  House,  fol- 
lowing a  Sunday  evening  service,  for  having  a 
combined  total  of  172  years. 

Mrs.  Paul,  the  last  surviving  member  of  a  faxm- 
ily  of  10  children  is  still  active  and  lives  alone.  She 
is  a  retired  substitute  mail  carrier  on  Conemaugh 
R.D.,  a  position  she  held  for  30  years.  She  is  the 
mother  of  three  Uving  children,  15  grandchildren 
and  5  great  grandchildren. 

Mr.  Leidy,  the  last  surviving  member  of  a  fam- 
ily of  5  brothers  and  1  step  brother  is  active  in 
the  Vinoo  Church  where  he  still  serves  as  deacon 
and  substitute  Sunday  school  teacher.  He  was 
graduated  from  Ashland  College  in  1917.  After  35 
years  he  retired  as  a  teacher  in  the  Vinco  area 
schools.  He  also  operated  a  farm.  He  is  the  father 
of  6  living  children,  6  grandchildren  and  1  great 
grandchild. 


COMING  EVANGELISTIC  SERVICES 
April  21-30 

Vinco  Brethren  Church 

Pastor:     Rev.   C.  William   Cole 

Evangelist:     Rev.  Myron  W.  Dodds,  Bryan,  Ohio 


MASONTOWN,  PENNSYLVANIA 


April  6 — dedication  of  Christian  Flag  and  Flag 
Pole  located  on  church  property,  (the  only  Chris- 
tian flag  flown  outside  in  our  country  so  we  are 
told)   Praise  The  Lord! 

Charles  Berkshire 
Masontown  Brethren  Church 


IprU  5,  1975 
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(A  word  about  "Chtirch  Groivth  Chron- 
icle." This  section  will  be  devoted  to  articles, 
xcerpts  from  pastoral  mailers,  reports  from 
seminars,  local  congregational  task  forces, 
'n  short,  any  information  of  tisable  culture 
which  relates  to  Chtirch  Groivth  particularly 
in  the  Brethren  Church.  It  ivill  be  edited  and 
"compiled  by  the  present  coordinator  of 
Church  Growth,  Smith  Rose,  and  such  ma- 
terial should  be  directed  to  his  office  for 
consideration.) 

We  are  appreciative  that  the  first  brief 
article  ivhich  should  have  been  entitled 
'Goals  and  Numbers — Unspiritiud?"  has  al- 
ready received  a  very  illuminating  and  bal- 
ancing P.S.  written  by  Dr.  Jerry  Flora  of 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary  as  folloivs: 

Writing  about  our  current  interest  in  church 
growth,  the  author  summarized  the  article  in 
I  these  words:  "let's  not  gat  hung  up  on  the  idea 
that  numbers  are  unspiritual.  This  is  a  Satanic 
I'cap-out.'  "  I  agree.  But  the  opposite  is  also  true: 
jlarge  numbers  are  not  necessarily  spiritual.  That, 
too,  can  be  a  fooler.  Statistics  are  neutral,  neither 
godly  nor  devUish.  It's  what  happans  with  the 
.persons  those  numbers  represent  that  makes  the 
difference. 

I  There  were  more  than  a  few  times  in  Scripture 
when  enthusiastic  public  response  jus,t  fizzled  out. 
For  example,  the  nation  that  Moses  led  out  of 
Egypt  died  in  the  desert — a  whole  generation  of 
them.  They  were  undisciplined.  The  crowd  that 
cheered  Elijah's  fire  from  heaven  soon  melted 
away.  They  were  fickle,  and  the  prophet  knew  it. 
The  reform  movements  of  some  Judean  kings  did 
not  last  because  their  successors  and  their  sub- 
jects were  not  totally  committed  to  the  Lord. 
Jesus  at  the  peak  of  Has  career  had  a  legion  of 
GaUleans  at  His  side.  But  what  did  His  statistical 
report  look  like  on  Good  Friday?  Later,  as  the 
early  ichurch  grew  in  numbers,  trouble  developed 
there  too.  Selfish  Ananias  and  Sapphira  brought 
judgment  on  themselves.  The  Hebrews  aind  the 
Hellenists  complained  against  one  another  in  a 
situation  similar  to  our  modern  racial  tensions. 
Paul  evangelized  the  w'hole  province  of  Asia,  but 
within  ten  years  all  the  believers  there  deserted 
'him.  So  we  might  ask,  has  God  ever  won  a  major- 
ity and  kept  it? 

Church  growth  means  not  only  saving  the  lost 
but  also  helping  them  to  become  disciples  and 
responsible  church  members.  Dr.  Win  Am,  whose 
seminars  have  sparked  many  of  us  to  new  atti- 
tudes and  actions,  emphasizes  just  this  point.  In 
other  words,  evangelism  without  Christian  nurture 
■falls  short  of  true  church  growth.  It  is  not  a  mat- 
ter of  quantity  or  quality,  obstetrics  or  pediatrics 
— it's  'bO'th.  Numbers  and  nurture,  like  love  and 
marriage,  should  go  together.  We  can't  afford  to 


concentrate  on  one  without  the  other.  And  Jesus 
called  for  both  when  He  said,  "Go  and  make  dis- 
ciples of  aU  nations,  baptizing  them  and  teaching 
them  to  obey." 

Please  forgive  me  if  I've  made  a  mountain  out 
of  a  molehill.  I  just  hope  for  a  balanced  approach 
in  our  church  growth  efforts  that  wUl  stress  both 
rebirth  and  fuU  maturity  in  Christ.  This  double- 
sidedness  is  part  of  what  our  believers'  church 
heritage  is  all  about. 


From  Mt.  Olive,  VA,  mailer 
(Marlin   McCann,   Pastor) 

PRAISE  THE  LORD!!!  30  members  of  the  Mt. 
Olive  Brethren  Church  attended  the  Church 
Growth  Institute  in  Hagerstown,  February  Tth  & 
8th.  We  were  IMPRESSED,  CHALLENGED,  IN- 
SPIRED AND  ENTHUSED  as  we  hear  how  our 
church  can  grow!  In  the  bus  on  the  way  home, 
many  conversations  were  held  with  various  people 
as  to  how  we  could  become  involved  in  making  our 
church  grow. 

Already  some  small  groups  have  been  formed. 
On  Sunday  morning,  February  9th,  35  members 
with  the  Pastor  responded  to  the  invitation  to 
come  forward  for  the  purpose  of  rededicating  lives 
to  the  task  of  CHURCH  GROWTH  and 
OUTREACH! 

WHAT  A  WARM  &  RESPONSIVE  SPIRIT 
THERE   IS!! 

Some  1  year  and  5  year  goals  have  been  made. 
We  have  278  members,  but  only  about  100  in 
attendance  for  our  Sunday  Worship  Service.  It 
was  determined  that  we  need  to  reclaim  for  the 
Lord  in  1975  some  75  present  members  not  in- 
volved, and  reach  out  to  share  Christ  with  25  more 
non-members  with  the  purpose  of  bringing  them 
into  the  Body  of  Christ.  By  the  end  of  1975  we 
want  to  average  200  in  our  Morning  Worship 
Service!  Our  1980  goal  is  to  average  300!  This  will 
mean  increases  in  our  Church  and  Church  School 
Membership,  as  well  as  expanded  programs  in 
many  areas.  These  goals  will  be  discussed  and 
further  refined.  WE  ARE  EXCITED  ABOUT  THE 
POSSreiLITIES  CHRIST  has  given  us.  This 
is  a  church  come  alive  for  Jesus  Christ.  Memibers 
are  discovering  they  have  gifts  and  are  using  them. 
Be  in  prayer  that  the  Lord  wUl  guide  and  direct 
each  of  us  in  this  venture  of  faith! 

Other  areas  of  concern  expressed  by  those 
attending  the  workshop  are  the  needs: 

— ^for  a  new  Church  School  class  for  those  in  the 
age  bracket  of  18-25; 

— for  assistant  teachers  for  our  church  school 
staff,  using  new  converts; 

— ^for  a  Teacher  Training  Program. 

{continued  on  next  page) 
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Plans  are  already  being  made  to  meet  these  needs. 
A  new  children's  youth  group  is  being  formed  to 
meet  Sunday  nights  at  6:00  p.m.  This  is  for  chil- 
dren age  3  through  the  3rd  grade.  IVLrs.  Phyllis 
Hensley  wUl  be  in  dharge.  PRAISE  THE  LORD! 
The  Great  Commission  implies  GO  &  GROW— 
MAKE  DISCIPLES!  We  have  begun!  We  want 
you  to  be  a  part  of  this  exciting  renewal.  When 
the  time  is  right,  there  will  be  a  class  for  new 
members,  but  open  to  anyone.  Come  and  discover 
your  Church  AUve. 


Report  on  Southeast  District  Church  Growth 
Seminar  bj-  Coordinator  James  Naff 

Not  a  very  exciting  beginning,  but  we  looked 
for  exciting  results.  It  began  as  a  suggestion  made 
in  a  District  Board  of  Evangelists  meeting  at 
Massanetta  Springs,  Va.,  last  fall.  Consensus  was, 
"Let's  see  if  it  can  be  done".  It  had  previously 
come  to  the  district  conference  floor.  Discussion 
concerned  using  the  1975  funds  for  the  Board  of 
Evangelists  for  Ashland  College  Campus  Ministry, 
and  a  member  of  that  Board  mentioned  the  need 
for  monies  to  support  a  District  Growth  Seminar. 
The  Campus  Ministry  support  was  approved.  How- 
ever, after  conference  session  that  afternoon,  the 
suggestion  came  from  the  District  Mission  Board 
and  the  District  Board  of  Christian  Education 
that  the  three  boards  work  together  for  the 
Seminar. 

A  coordinator  was  chosen  who  hnmediately  con- 
tacted Virgil  Ingraham,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Missionary  Board,  who  referred  it  to  Smith  Rose 
who  has  been  coordinating  Church  Growth  for 
the  denomination.  A  short  time  later,  dates  were 
confirmed  for  February  7  and  8  with  Dr.  Win 
Am  as  Seminar  leader. 

The  three  boards  met  together  in  the  fall  and 
detailed  the  plans  necessary  to  carry  through  for 
the  Seminar,  which  was  to  be  held  at  the  Hagers- 
town  First  Brethren  Church  with  the  St.  James 
Brethren  assisting.  Information  was  sent  to  all 
churches  in  the  district  a  number  of  times,  with 
brochures  and  application  blanks  sent  to  persons 
on  maiUng  Usts  provided  by  the  district  churches. 
Every  opportunity  was  taken  to  promote  by  word 
of  mouth  and  by  mail.  Meanwhile  much  prayer 
WcLS  being  offered. 

If  only  the  weather  would  cooperate,  it  could  be 
a  glorious  day.  But,  then  the  pre-registrations  only 
dribbled  in.  Fear  began  to  gnaw  at  our  hearts  that 
perhaps  we  had  not  reached  the  hearts  of  the 
people.  When  the  final  date  came  for  the  closing 
of  registrations,  the  number  was  stUl  disheartenly 
small.  But  then  Brethren  wiU  be  Brethren.  Reg- 
istrations began  to  flow  in  after  the  cut-off  date. 
No  one,  of  course,  had  the  heart  to  refuse  them. 

Then  the  snow  fell.  .  .  .  But  snow  also  melts.  .  .  . 
So  the  day  dawned,  cloudless  and  cold.  .  .  .  Roads 
were  clear.  When  Dr.  Am,  Smith  Rose  and  Coor- 


dinator Naif  arrived  at  the  Hagerstown  Church 
from  the  Hagerstown  Municipal  Airport,  they 
found  a  beehive  of  activity.  Starting  promptly  at 
7:30  P.M.  with  as  little  fanfare  as  possible,  we  got 
into  the  business  at  hand.  Dr.  Win  Am's  leader- 
ship was  inspired.  Audience  participation  was  ex- 
cellent. We  went  to  our  rest,  tired  but  enthused. 

Saturday  was  a  day  never  to  be  forgotten.  There 
were  problems — ever  try  to  use  a  Kodak  Carousel 
reel  on  a  Sawyer  projector?  Don't  try!  But,  sudi 
problems  were  minor  in  comparisoin  to  the  glorious 
victory  of  the  day. 

When  the  grand  accounting  came  at  the  end  of 
the  day,  168  participants  from  8  churches  had 
taken  a  good  look  at  themselves.  Participating 
were  Bethlehem,  Chandon,  Hagerstown,  Linwood, 
Maurertown,  Mt.  OUve,  St.  James,  and  Washington 
with  delegations  from  4  to  39.  Four  observers  from 
the  Pennsylvania  District  brought  the  total  to  172. 
The  look  brought  sorrow,  for  these  8  congregations 
had  seen  a  17 '^r  loss  in  membership  from  1964  to 
1974.  Sorrow  changed  to  rejoicing  as  we  realized 
we  could  change  and  grow.  Goals  and  plans  were 
projected  to  bring  growth.  We  are  trusting  the 
Lord  that  those  same  8  churches  will  see  a  387c 
INCREASE  by  the  end  of  1975  and  a  156%  increase 
by  the  end  of  1979. 

We  have  reports  of  activity  immediately  follow- 
ing the  Seminar.  Task  forces  have  been  formed  and 
are  operating.  We  are  certain  of  this  for  Hagers- 
town, Washington,  and  St.  James  and  hope  and 
pray  that  this  may  also  be  true  in  the  other  five 
churches.  We  expect  to  follow  through  with  ques- 
tionnaires in  May  and  again  in  August  to  each  of 
the  8  churches  for  evaluation  Oif  progress  since 
the  Seminar.  We  are  considering  the  possibility 
of  a  foUow-up  Seminar  in  the  winter  of  1976. 

Where  the  Lord  leads,  We  wiU  follow. 
On  your  mark, 
get  set, 

GROW! 


SCHULLEB'S  ADVICE  TO  CHURCHES' 
'FIND   A   HURT  AND  HEAL,  IT' 

GARDEN  GROVE,  Calif.  (EP)  —  Success  in 
chui'ch  work  is  impossible  "untU  and  unless  it 
honestly  meets  the  deepest  hurts"  of  those  it 
seeks  to  serve.  Dr.  Robert  H.  Schuller  of  Garden 
Grove  Community  church  said  here. 

The  noted  preacher  and  author  told  church 
leaders  at  the  opening  session  of  the  First  Ameri- 
can Convocation  on  Church  Growth  that  the  key 
to  successful  church  work  could  be  summed  up 
in  one  sentence: 

"Find  a  hurt  and  heal  it." 

The  convocation  on  the  22-acre  Garden  Grove 
Community  Church  campus  celebrates  the  fifth 
anniversary  of  the  Robert  H.  Schuller  Institute 
for  Successful  Church  Leadership. 


April  5,  1975 

NEWS  FROM 
ASHLAND  COLLEGE 


Pa^e  Thirty-one 

MOVING  TO  NEW  ADDRESS? 

Please  notify  us  at-  least 
3  weeks  in  advance 


Name  of  Subscriber     (Please  print  or  type) 


Dr.  Rendell  Rhoades  was  the  guest  speaker  at 
the  Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren  Church  Satur- 
day evening,  March  2,  for  the  dinner  honoring 
the  Brethren  students  at  Ashland  CoUege  and 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary.  Brethren  faculty 
and  staff  of  the  College  and  Seminary  invited 
the  Brethren  students  to  be  their  guests  at  the 
smorgasbord  dinner  at  6  pjn.  in  the  Fellowship 
Hall.  Ninety  people  attended. 

Bruce  Ronk  welcomed  cill  who  were  present: 
trustees,  faculty,  staff,  and  students,  in  addition 
to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Rhoades.  The  Invocation  was 
given  by  Rev.  J.  Ray  Khngensmith,  Professor  in 
the  Religion  Department. 

Miss  Dorothy  Carpenter,  Ohalnman  of  and  Asso- 
ciate Professor  in  the  Mathematics  Department, 
Introduced  Dr.  Rhoades.  He  is  Director  of  the 
Science  Division,  Chairman  of  and  Professor  of 
the  Biology  Department.  Dr.  Rhoades  reviewed 
the  book  The  Good  Man  of  Paris.  The  unknown 
author  wrote  this  in  1393  in  medieval  PYench.  It 
was  translated  into  Chaucer  EngUsh  by  Eileen 
Powers.  The  author  used  this  means  to  teach  his 
child-like  wife  the  life  and  customs  of  France.  In 
Dr.  Rhoades'  humorous  manner,  he  pointed  out 
many  incidents  which  are  applicable  today,  such 
as.  Sunday  customs,  gardening,  preparing  and 
preservation  of  food,  the  wife's  behavior  to  her 
husband,  her  position  with  household  servants, 
and  diseases  of  horses!  Table  decorations  of  oil 
lamps  and  old  books  coordinated  the  theme  of 
the  evening. 

The  Student  Family  Fellowship  Committee  of 
the  church  planned  the  evening  to  acquaint  the 
students  with  Brethren  Church  members.  Com- 
mittee members  were  Mrs.  Jerry  Flora,  Helen 
Shively,  Dorothy  Carpenter,  Mrs.  Charles  Beekley, 
Rev.  Jim  Gleaslen,  and  Bruce  Ronk,  chairman. 
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WOODSY  OWL  FOR 

NATURAL  BEAUTY! 

We  just  can't  depend  on  the  other  guy  lo  keep  our 
outdoors  beautiful.  It's  up  to  each  and  every  one  of 
us  to  prevent  sight  pollution  and  lo  make  America  a 
better  place  lo  live.  For  ways  you  can  help,  send  for 
Woodsy  Owl's  anti-pollulion  poster.  It's  yours  free 
when  you  write  Woodsy  Owl.  Forest  Service.  U  S  D  A  . 
Washington.  DC.  20250 

And  remember,  give  a  hoot,  don't  pollute. 
Don't  be  a  dirty  bird,  no  matter  where  you  go. 


^ 
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It  has  been  often  said  that  money  talks,  but  why 
is  it  that  it  just  seems  to  know  one  word: 
"Goodbye"? 


WOODSY  O'VVL,,  the  anti-poUution  spolcesbrrd  for 
the  U.S.  Forest  Service  says: 

Accumulated  wore  coat  hangers  can  be  tied  in 
bundles  and  returned  to  your  cleaner  for  reuse. 
If  you  throw  them  out  they  add  immensely  to  the 
garbage  problem. 
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Aghland  Theological  Seminary 
ilO  CSttter 
Ashland^  Ohio-    44805 


ASHLAND  THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY 

offers 

A  Unique  Tour  to  Europe  and  the  Middle  East 

July  7-28,   1975 

In  Greece:     Thessaloniki,  Philippi,  Athens, 

Corinth; 
In  Egypt:     Cairo,  Luxor; 
In  Jordan:     Annnnan,  Jerash,  Pella; 
In   Israel:     Jerusalenn   and  from  Dan  to 

Beer  Sheba; 
In  Turkey:     Izmir,  Ephesus,  Hierapolis, 

Pergamum,  Thyatira 
In  Rome:     Roman  and  Imperial   Forums, 

Collosseum,  Vatican,  Sistine 

Chapel,  etc. 

Price  from  New  York,  $1525.00 

For   information    write   to — 

Dean   Joseph    R.   Shultz,   or 
Professor   Louis    F.   Gough 

Ashland   Theological   Seminary,   Ashland,   Ohio   44805 
Tel.    (419)    289-4074 
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It  isn't  the  experience  of  today  that  drives  men 
mad.  It  is  the  remorse  of  what  happened  yesiteT' 
day,  and  the  dread  of  what  tomorrow  may  dis- 
close. These  axe  God's  days.  Leave  them  with.  Him, 

Therefore,  I  think,  and  I  do,  and  I  journey  bul 
one  day  at  a  time.  That  is  the  easy  day.  That  is 
the  man's  day.  Nay,  rather  it  is  our  day — God's 
and  mine.  And  While  faithfully  and  dutifully  1 
run  my  course,  and  work  my  appointed  task  on 
that  day  of  ours,  God  the  Almighty  and  AM-loving 
takes  care  of  yesterday  and  tomorrow. 

Robert  J.  Burdette 
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By  the  Way 
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In  the  Book  of  Revelation  there  are  two  passages 
of  Scripture  whiah  we  wO'Uld  like  to  refer  to  and 
^en  present  to  our  readers  a  news  item  which 
Just  came  to  our  desk. 

First  the  Scripture  passages:  AND  HE  CAUS- 
ETH  ALL,  BOTH  SMALL  AND  GREAT,  RICH 
AND  POOR,  FREE  AND  BOND,  TO  RECEIVE 
A  MARK  IN  THEIR  RIGHT  HAND,  OR  IN 
THEIR    FOREHEADS.    (Rev.    13:16) 

AND  I  SAW  THRONES,  AND  THEY  SAT 
UPON  THEM,  AND  JUDGEMENT  WAS  GIVEN 
UNTO  THEM:  AND  I  SAW  THE  SOULS  OF 
THEM  THAT  WERE  BEHEADED  FOR  THE 
WITNESS  OF  JESUS,  AND  FOR  THE  WORD 
OF  GOD,  AND  WHICH  HAD  NOT  WORSHIPPED 
THE  BEAST,  NEITHER  HIS  IMAGE,  NEITHER 
HAD  RECEIVED  HIS  MARK  UPON  THEIR 
FOREHEADS,  OR  IN  THEIR  HANDS;  AND 
THEY  LIVED  AND  REIGNED  WITH  CHRIST 
A  THOUSAND   YEARS.    (Rev.  20:4) 


Now  for  the  news  item  furnished  by  the  EP 
News  Service — 
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BELGIAN  'BEAST'  SEEN  AS  CHILLING 
HARBRINGER  OF  LAST  DAYS 

The  general  chaos  of  politiccil  and  economic 
events  is  pushing  the  world  closer  than  many 
people  think  to  the  perilous  times  of  Scripture's 
'last  days,'  according  to  a  lay  Bible  teacher  in 
Lancaster,  CJallfornia. 

As  proof  of  imminent  fulfillment  of  bibUcaJ 
prophecy,  John  N.  Eniglund  points  to  the  decline 
of  leadership  in  the  wor'ld  .  .  .  the  baffling  econ- 
omy .  .  .  and  the  wars,  revolutions,  earthquakes, 
moral  decay  and  starvation  which  abound. 

Writing  in  the  current  issue  of  GOSPEL  CALL, 
pulblished  by  the  Eastern  European  Mission,  Mr. 
Eniglund  describes  the  recently  unveiled  three- 
story  computer  in  the  Brussells  headquarters  of 
the  Common  Market  Confederacy.  Nicknamed 
"The  Beast,"  the  gigantic  computer  is  designed 
to  assign  each  citizen  of  the  world  a  number'  to 
use  in  aU  buying  and  selling.  The  number  would 
be  invisibly  laser-tatooed  on  the  forehead  or  on 
the  back  of  the  hand.  Such  a  mark,  Mr.  Eniglund 
says,  would  provide  a  walking  credit  card  system. 
The  number  would  show  up  under  infrared  scan- 
ners to  be  placed  at  all  dieck-out  counters  and 
places  of  ibusiness. 

Dr.  Hendrick  Eldeman,  Chleif  Analyst  of  The 
Common  Market  Confederacy,  suggests  that  by 
usinig  three  six-digital  units  (see  above)  the  entire 
world  could  be  assigned  a  numlber.  His  associates 
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point  to  the  need  presently  of  a  world  monetary 
system  that  could  do  away  with  all  currency  and 
coin.  No  one  would  buy  or  sell  without  having  an 
assignment  of  a  digital  mark.  "One  man  could 
have  at  his  fingertips  the  number  of  any  man  on 
earth."  Mr.  Englund  said,  noting  the  convenience 
this  would  be  for  the  Man  of  Sin  revealed  in  the 
Bible. 

Members  of  the  Western  Independent  Bankers 
Association  were  told  last  month  in  San  Francisco 
that  a  $30  million  master  computer  is  now  being 
built  in  St.  Louis  to  serve  all  U.S.  toanks.  A  repre- 
sentative told  BP  News  Service  that  the  central 
computer  offers  banks  seven-second  credit  refer- 
ence. To  eliminate  problems  of  identification  and 
stolen  numbers,  a  mark  on  the  hand  is  being 
developed. 

One  of  the  Common  Market  leaders  was  asked, 
"What  would  you  do  if  a  person  objected  to  the 
system  and  refused  to  cooperate?"  His  answer, 
reported  in  the  March  1974  issue  of  Moody  Month- 
ly, was,  'We  would  use  force  to  make  him  con- 
form!' 

Henry  Spaak  formerly  a  member  of  the  Euro- 
pean Common  Market  and  General  Secretary  of 
NATO,  said,  "Send  us  a  man  who  can  hold  the 
allegiance  of  all  the  people,  and  whether  he  be 
God  or  Devil,  we  will  receive  him." 


So  ends  the  article.  From  an  editorial  standpoint 
comes  a  question:   Coincidence?  Well.  .  .  . 

Josej>h  interpreted  Pharaoh's  dream  as  being 
God's  will  for  Pharaoh.  Daniel  interpreted  the 
handwriting  on  the  wall  as  God's  future  for 
Nebuchadnezzar.  The  minor  prophets  propihesied 
along  with  the  major  prophets.  Or  was  the  Easter 
Season  we  just  celebrated  a  coincidence  instead 
of  something  that  Isaiah  predicted?  Might  this 
news  article  be  a  coincidence  rather  than  some- 
thing that  is  foretold  in  Revelation? 

An  Advertisement  tpertalning  to  a  coloring  agent 
for  ladies  hair  used  this  slogan:  "Only  her  hair- 
dresser knows  for  sure."  Answer  to  the  question 
of  coincidence  or  prophecy  might  be  "Only  the 
hour-glass  knows  for  sure."     (G.S.) 
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GRIEVES   IN   KILBA   PROGRAM 
Letter    from    Jerry    and    Cheryl    Grieve 


Grieve  Family  in  Nigena 
Jerry,  Seth,  Dawn,  Nicole  and  Cheryl 


When  we  first  got  back,  we  finished  the  concordance  project  and  sent 
it  off  to  Mexico.  (We  have  just  received  word  that  it  has  been  computerized 
and  is  on  its  ivay  back.  This  tvill  be  a  big  help  in  preparing  prime7's  and 
a  dictionary  in  the  langiiage) .  Then  we  concentrated  on  polishing  the  Kilba 
phonology  tvhich  has  noiv  also  been  finished.  A  few  final  touches  tvill  be 
needed  to  yet  it  ready  for  the  final  typing  to  be  put  in  microfische. 

During  these  first  fetv  months  back  ive  also  worked  on  two  Scripture 
Gift  Mission  booklets  of  scripture  portions.  These  are  also  finished,  but 
will  not  be  printed  until  we  have  tested  the  orthography  ive  have  proposed 
for  Kilba.  To  do  this  we  will  prepare  some  Kilba  folk  stories  in  mimeo  form 
to  test  tvith  those  ivho  are  already  literate  in  Hausa,  the  trade  langvxige. 

From  December  30  to  January  18,  I  was  on  the  staff  of  a  tr-anslation 
workshop  on  the  book  of  Hebrews.  Eleven  languages  were  represented  in- 
cluding Kilba.  This  adds  the  book  of  Hebre^vs  (minus  four  chapters)  to  the 
folloiving  books  'which  have  been  rough  drafted:  Mark,  John,  Philippians 
and  half  of  Lzike.  Of  these  only  Hebrews  and  Philippians  have  been  checked 
thus  far. 
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Following  the  ivorkshop  ivas  the  Institute  of  Linguistics  biennial  con- 
ference for  ttvo  weeks,  for  ivhich  I  tvas  conference  coordinator.  It  was  a 
good  conference.  George  Cowan  was  here  and  ministered  the  Word  to  us 
as  well  as  reporting  on  n^ha.t  Wycliffe  Bible  Translators,  Inc.  is  accomplish- 
ing worldwide.  Also,  the  conference  laid  some  basis  for  getting  an  organ- 
ization star'ted  that  will  promote  Bible  trcmslation  in  this  country. 

What  is  ahead  of  us  for  this  year  ?  In  April,  a  West  Afnca  Linguistic 
Consultants'  Seminar  is  scheduled.  I  have  been  asked  to  participate  in  this 
and  ivill  present  a  paper  on  the  Kilba  vowel  system,  tvhich  will  be  published 
later. 

In  the  first  lueek  of  May  tve  will  be  conducting  a  course  for  translation 
revieivers  at  Kulp  Bible  School.  Bura,  Kilba  and  perhaps  Margi  will  be 
represented,  with  about  six  or  seven  from  each  language. 

In  August  we  will  be  attending  and  working  in  a  literacy  workshop 
where  we  will  tvrite  the  basic  primer  for  Kilba.  During  this  time  also,  there 
will  be  an  Old  Testament  ti-anslation  workshop  in  the  book  of  Genesis.  No 
doubt  William,  the  national  assistant  working  with  me,  will  go  to  this  but 
I  will  not  be  directly  involved  due  to  the  literacy  workshop. 

We  plan  to  publish  Mark  sometime  this  year,  get  the  grammar  ready 
for  possible  publishing,  as  well  as  act  as  consultant  for  the  translation 
project  in  Bura.  (I  will  be  checking  Mark  tvith  the  translator,  Mu^a 
Mshelia,  the  first  part  of  March). 

All  in  all  it  promises  to  be  a  busy  year.  With  it  can  come  many  reivards 
as  things  are  accomplished  for  the  Lord  and  the  strengthening  of  His 
church. 

Prayer  Request:  That  William  Kusatu,  national  assistant,  tvill  be  released 
for  being  pastor  so  he  can  give  full  time  notv  to 
translation. 


Prayer  For  Foreign  Missionaries 

Dear  Father,  these,  Your  selfless  and  faithful 
servants,  have  left  their  homeland  and  dear  ones. 

They  have  gone  to  faraway  countries  to  work 
in  Your  vineyards;  would  You  keep  them  Scifely 
in  the  hollow  of  Your  hand?  When  they  have 
finished  laboring  for  You,  on  earth.  Father,  would 
You  wrap  them  an  Your  Glory?  And  place  upon 
each  head  a  crown  of  stars  .  .  .  many  and  dazzUng- 
ly  bright? 

Surely,  they  are  deserving  of  the  highest 
heaven. 

Asked  in  Jesus'  name.  Amen 

AnnabeUe  Merrifield 


UNENViOUSLY 

I  watch  you,  eagle, 

Climib  Hhe  air 

Powerfully 

Without  a  staiir. 

And  thougih  my  feet 

Were  clumsy  there. 

My  thoughts  go  higher  .  .  . 

Higher  where 

You  may  not  dare. 

Annaibelle  MeiTifield 
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TROUBLESOME  CREEK  VISITS  RIVERSIDE 

by  Harold  Barnet 


Riverside  Christian  Training  School  at  Lost 
Creek  has  a  sdhool  song  with  a  ohoruis  that  goes 
"As  Old  Trouble  some  doth  glide  past  our  dear 
Riverside  .  .  ."  We  of  Riverside  have  had  so  many 
floods  on  our  campus  that  we  are  considering 
changing  the  song  to  "As  Old  Troublesome  doth 
glide  OVER  our  dear  Riverside.  .  .  ."  Last  week 
was  the  annual  Spring  Vacation  and  so  Riverside 
School  was  not  in  session.  If  we  had  to  Ihave  a 
flood  this  was  the  time  for  it! 


Photo  by  Paul  McAdams,  Lost  Creek 


Left  to  right:     Boy's  Dormitory, 

Hostetler's  residence  and  Drushal 

Memorial  church 


Photo  by  Paul  McAdams,  Lost  Creek 


Parsonage  to  the  right.  Water  was  sy^ 

ft.  in  the  basement  and  tapping  at 

the  main  floor  of  Dr.  Barnett's  residence. 


Water  got  into  the  basement  of  the  Drushal 
Memorial  Church  Building  and  Mo-rris  Worster 
had  to  carry  his  family  out  of  the  Maurice  Hall 
Memorial  Boys  Dorm  "piggy  back"  style.  The 
Worsters  aire  parents  to  the  boarding  boys,  teach 
at  Riverside  and  pastor  the  Rowdy  Brethren 
Ohuroh. 

The  home  of  Doran  and  Nancy  Hostetler,  River- 
side Principal  and  wife,  is  surrounded  by  water 
While  they  accompany  Riverside's  singing  group, 
The  Lower  Lights,  on  a  tour  of  northe^m  Indiana 
Brethren  Churches.  Water  was  several  feet  deep 
in  the  Riverside  gymnasium  but  since  the  floor 
is  concrete  the  damage  was  slight — just  a  mess! 
Water  was  also  several  feet  deep  in  the  main- 
tenance building  and  the  basement  of  the  Swango- 
Phillips  Apartment  Building  where  teachers 
reside. 

The  parsonage  home  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bamett, 
was  surrounded  by  water.  Mrs.  Bamett  and  the 
children  were  able  to  carry  on  quite  weU  even 
though  Dr.  Bamett  was  in  Bryan,  OMo  holding 
revival  services.  There  have  been  so  many  floods 
at  Riverside  that  we  are  all  quite  used  to  them 
by  now  althougih  we  never  LIKE  them!  We  praise 
the  Lord  that  the  water  did  not  rise  higher. 

Riverside  truly  appreciate  community  help  'they 
had  in  getting  ready  for  Troublesome's  visit.  They 


i^V  i 


Photo  by  Paul  McAdams,  Lost  Creek 

Riverside  Campus  Scene — Church  (left)  a 
foot  deep  inside;  Gym  floor  (center) 
several  feet,  at  least  3;  maintenance 

building;  Wheeler  Dorm  for  girls  is  high 
and  dry  in  the  background. 


included  Earl  Bamett,  Amett  Napier,  Bumam 
Hudson,  Paul  McAdams,  Mrs.  Ernest  Stanford, 
BUI  Stacey,  CaUie  and  Tommy  Teiry,  Albert 
HoUon  and  David  Campbell. 
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Excerpts  as  reported  in  the  JACKSON  TIMES  newspaper 
RIVER  CRESTS  8  FEET  OVER  FLOOD  STAGE 


The  "fliood  watch"  began  in  Kentuctky  March  12 
amd  lasted  until  Saturday,  March  15  in  Breatfliilt 
County.  Between  March  10  and  14  there  was  a 
total  of  4.76  inches  of  iprecipitation  (snow  and 
then  rain)  that  put  the  North  Fork  of  the  Ken- 
tucky River  out  lof  its  banks  forcing  families  to 
move  from  their  ihomes,  closing  sdhools  and  dis- 
rupting ibusiness. 

The  river  crested  at  Jaclison,  March  14  alter 
dark  at  37.03  feet  which  is  more  than  eight  feet 
over  flood  stage.  Every  road  leading  into  Jackson 
was  cut  ati  by  the  swollen  rivers  and  creeks 
Thursday  and  Friday,  except  for  KY  15,  the  main 
highway  artery. 


Many  residents  were  stranded  in  their  homes 
and  boats  were  seen  at  many  locations  putting 
into  the  river  to  rescue  stranded  persons.  Homes, 
fields,  even  cars  were  seen  under  water.  Mobile 
homes  were  moved  from  the  path  of  the  rising 
waters  in  various  trailer  courts  around  Jackson. 
The  luckless  owners  took  shelter  with  friends  or 
in  motels. 

The  flood  was  a  close  match  for  the  devastating 
one  of  last  June  but  was  not  as  desitructive  money- 
wise  because  there  were  no  gardens  planted  to 
be  washed  away.  Last  June's  flood  was  very  costly 
to  farmers  and  local  homoowners  who  had  planted 
gardens. 


WCTU  SPEECH  WINNERS  NAMED 


From  'the  JACKSON  TIMES,  March  6,  1975 

Lots  of  interest  was  shown  in  the  annual 
Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union  Speech 
Contest  held  at  the  Jackson  Methoidist  Church, 
February  28,  with  27  contestants  on  hand.  Mrs. 
Seldon  Short  served  as  co-ordinating  chairman. 

First  place  winner  in  the  Senior  High  Division 
was  Jesse  Braden  of  Riverside  Christian  Training 


School.  He  received  a  blue  ribbon  and  a  $5.00 
check  and  a  medal.  Other  place  winners  were  from 
various  schools  in  the  area. 

The  yooing  people  did  a  wonderful  job  learning 
their  speeches.  In  some  cases  the  judges  had  a 
■hard  time  picking  just  two  winners,  in  their  group. 
The  students  teachers  were  behind  them,  and  had 
helped  them  work  up  their  speeches. 


BRETHREN  HOUSE  SEAT 


A  Home  Mission  Minislttj  in  Si.  Pefersbafg,  Fhriils 


CRACKER  BARREL  NEWS 


DON'T  WANT  YOU  READERS  to  ithink  that  aH 
we  do  at  Brethren  House  is  sit  around  and  "think 
uip  new  teaching  ideas"  or  "mimeograph  News- 
letters" or  "work  with  the  neighborhood  children 
after  sbhooi"  or  "write  copy  for  Brethren  House 
Beat,"  etc.  So,  pull  your  stool  up  around  the  crack- 
er 'barrel  and  we'll  chat  a  bit  about  some  other 
happenings  in  our  lives  recently  .  .  .  (kick  your 
shoes  off,  if  you  like). 

Team  Teaching  Workshop:  Jean  (and  sometimes 
Bonnie,  too)  is  conducting  a  series  of  Workshops 
on  "Team  Teaching"  at  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  in  St.  Petersburg.  These  are  held  on  fOiur 
Wednesday  evenings,  plus  a  couple  visits  to  their 
church  on  Sunday  morning  planned  in  April.  The 
learning  experiences  designed  for  the  teachers 
are  very  p.ractical  and,  even  when  Jean  leads  the 
Workshop  session  by  herself,  Bonnie  assists  with 


Which  is  wihat  "teaming"  is  all 


the  planning  .  . 
about. 

Sarasota:  PhU  has  made  2  trips  to  Sarasota 
recently — one  to  attend  an  evening  service  when 
Rev.  Delbert  Flora  was  doing  a  series  on  the  "Life 
and  Teachings  of  St.  Paul,"  and  the  other  to  pre- 
sent the  work  of  the  World  Relief  Board  one  eve- 
ning for  their  Missionary  CJonference. 

VBS  Staff  Training:  Two  planning  sessions  are 
set  with  the  teachers  of  the  Vacation  Bible  School 
at  the  Palm  Lake  Christian  Church  here  in  St. 
Petersburg.  They  have  not  had  Learning  Centers 
in  their  VBS  before,  so  they  requested  ithat  we 
conduct  some  training  sessions  for  them  and 
assist  them  in  organizing  the  curriculum  for  this 
■one-week  schiool. 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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Tutoring:  Bonnie  and  Phil  are  devoting  time  each 
Monday  morning  this  Spring  to  help  as  volunteers 
for  a  reading  program  at  the  Sixteenth  Street  Jr. 
High  School  (about  8  miles  away,  where  Susan 
Lersch  attends ) .  They  tutor  students  themselves, 
and  assist  in  training  other  students  hofw  to  tutor 
one  another  to  become  better  readers. 
Magazine  Articles:  We  have  ibeen  very  pleased 
that  articles  about  Brethren  House  have  appeared 
in  two  nation-wide  publications  recently.  SPEC- 
TRUM formerly  was  called  the  "International 
Journal  of  Religious  Education."  That  article  (in 
the  Spring  issue)  was  written  by  Jean  and  called 
just  "Brethren  House  in  St.  Petersburg,  Florida." 
In  the  MESSENGER  (February  issue).  Church  of 
the  Brethren  publication,  appeared  an  article  by 
Emily  Mumma  entitled  "Brethren  House — A  Come 
and  Discover  Kind  of  Place."  Both  writeups  are 
accompanied  by  several  good  pictures.  We  thank 
the  editors  for  this  kind  of  coverage. 

Summer  Sunday  Mornings:  The  Maximo  Pres- 
byterian (Zaiuroh  in  St.  Petersburg  has  asked  us 
to  assist  them  in  developing  a  Learning  Center 
for  elementary  grades  on  Sunday  mornings  this 
summer  .  .  .  something  that  vidll  adjust  to  the 
flexibUity  of  various  ages  and  frequent  absences 
due  to  vacations.  This  will  require  some  further 
planning  sessions  and  training  of  personnel. 

Don  Griggs  VVorlcshop:  The  day  after  Phil  and 


Bonnie  return  from  their  "northern"  Workshop 
tour  in  Alabama,  Ohio,  West  Virginia  and  Nortih 
Carolina,  Don  Griggs  (of  Griggs  Educational  Ser- 
vice in  Livermore,  Calif.)  will  be  in  town.  In  fact, 
we  are  responsible  for  arranging  his  coming  be- 
cause of  our  positions  in  the  St.  Petersburg  Fel- 
lowship of  ReUgious  Educators.  This  wiU.  be  a 
busy  time,  but  our  good  friend  Don  will  present 
four  Teacher  Training  Workshops  in  a  downtown 
church  for  people  all  around  the  Tampa-St.  Peters- 
burg area.  We  are  glad  to  have  a  hand  in  an  im- 
portant event  like  this. 

Recent  Visitors:  Those  stopping  in  for  a  visit 
to  Brethren  House  not  too  long  ago  have  included: 
Rev.  Paul  and  Judy  Tinkel  (Fort  Wayne,  Indiana), 
Dick  and  Rose  Lewis  (Tiosa,  Indiana),  Rev.  Marlin 
and  Lila  McCann  (Mt.  OUve,  Virginia),  and  Rev. 
Virgil  Ingraham  (Brethren  Mission  Board,  Ash- 
land, Ohio).  Glad  to  have  them  all.  How  'bout 
some  others? 

Consultants:  Bonnie  and  PhU  continue  to  work 
on  a  regular  basis  as  Educational  Consultants  for 
two  nearby  churches:  First  Methodist  Ohurdi  and 
the  Good  Samaritan  Church.  This  includes  many 
things,  such  as  recruiting  &  training  teachers, 
organizing  materials,  and  assisting  with  the 
Church  School  classes  on  occasion.  It  continues 
to  help  us  understand  the  frustrations  and  prob- 
lems faced  by  teachers  in  the  local  church. 


HIGH  SCHOOL  LEADERS:   88%   BELIEVE 
THERE  IS  A  GOD  OR  SUPREME  BEING' 


NORTHBROOK,  111.  (EP)— A  national  survey 
of  high  school  student  leaders  reveals  tiiat  88  per- 
cent of  them  beheve  "there  is  a  God  or  a  supreme 
being"  and  82  per  cent  "feel  religion  is  relevant 
in  today's  society." 

The  survey,  conducted  by  Who's  Who  Among 
American  High  School  Students,  also  shows  that 
74  per  cent  of  the  top  students  consider  themselves 
members  of  an  organized  religion  and  86  per  cent 
attend  religious  services  either  regularly  or 
oocasionally. 

Religion  was  one  of  23  general  topics  covered 
in  the  fifth  annual  survey  by  Who's  Who.  Ques- 
tionnaires were  sent  by  the  Northbrook-centered 
organization  to  the  70,000  of  the  236,000  student 
achievers  whose  names  appear  in  its  1974 
edition. 

Some  23,000  responses  were  received,  forming 
the  basis  for  the  latest  survey.  Of  the  total,  50 
per  cent  were  Protestant,  32  per  cent  C^atholic,  3 
per  cent  Jewish,  less  than  1  per  cent  "other." 
Caucasians  comprised  89  per  cent,  Negro  6  per 
cent,  "others"  2  per  cent. 

A  breakdown  of  religious  affiliation  disclosed 
that  belief  in   God  or  a  supreme  being  was  ex- 


pressed by  94  per  cent  of  Protestants,  92  per  cent 
of  Catholics,  48  per  cent  of  Jews,  and  45  per  cent 
of  "others." 

According  to  race,  88  per  cent  of  Cauoasians, 
93  per  cent  of  Negroes  and  92  per  cent  of  "others" 
are  "beilievers." 

Religion  is  felt  to  be  relevant  by  87  per  cent  of 
Protestant  high  school  leaders,  83  per  cent  of 
CathoUcs,  61  per  cent  of  Jews  and  100  per  cent 
of  "others." 

Students  attending  chiuidh-related  scihoals  were 
found  to  be  more  supportive  of  religion,  as  would 
be  expected,  than  those  attending  public  or  private 
schools.  For  example,  95  per  cent  of  parochial, 
89  per  cent  of  pulblic  and  80  per  cent  of  private 
sc^hool  leaders  professed  belief  in  God. 

Although  79  per  cent  of  all  students  said  they 
participate  in  church  or  other  religious  activities 
either  regularly  or  occasionally  less  than  half  of 
them   do  so   "regularly." 

The  "regular"  participants  include  53  per  cent 
Protestants,  46  per  cent  Catholics,  and  18  per 
cent  Jewish.  Fifty-eight  per  cent  of  parochial  stu- 
dents, and  44  per  cent  of  both  public  and  private 
schools  are  regular  participants. 
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MY  HEART  .  .  . 

A  SINGING  BIRD 


When  the  Sipiritually  perceptive  poet,  Christina 
Rossetti,  penned  the  words,  "My  heart  is  like  a 
singing  bird,"  she  epitomized  one  of  the  lovely 
ladies  residing  at  Brethren  Care — Savilla  Wohl- 
.gaimuth,  a  'sister  lOf  the  late  Martha  Holmes,  who 
will  be  rememibered  iby  many  as  registrar  at 
AShland  'College  for  a  nuniber  of  years. 

Savilla — even  the  name  has  a  musical  tone  to 
it — ^possesses  an  inner  radiance  Which  embodies 
this  m-usical  quality. 

Fior  a  long  time  Savilla's  sight  oontinued  to  fail 
her,  until  about  eight  years  lago,  when  total  blind- 
ness overtook  her.  She  can  discern  neither  light 
or  darkness;  or  perhaps  one  sihould  say  that  she 
lives  in  complete  darkness — physical  darkness, 
that  is. 

But  in  these  oiroumstances,  is  sihe  toitter,  seM- 
pitydng,  complaining?  NEVER!  In  fact,  she  lives 
toy  -an  inner  light,  and  is  as  sweet-spirited  a  person 
as  one  could  enoo-unter  anywhere.  Graciousness 
and  courtesy  characterize  her  demeanor  at  all 
times.  When  nurses  or  aides,  who  are  always  kind 
and  helpful,  perform  ithe  'Sliigh'test  service — even 


meirely  giving  her  a  pill — ^she  invariably  responds 
with  a  sincere  "thank  you." 

Like  many  sightless  people,  Savilla  has  other 
senses  that  are  exceptionally  acute.  When  I  stop 
at  her  chair  each  week,  before  saying  a  word  I 
merely  grasp  her  hand,  and  she  identifies  me.  She 
is  fortunate  in  that  a  number  of  her  relatives  live 
within  easy  driving  idistance;  hence,  she  receives 
a  gratifying  number  of  callers.  Of  course,  she  is 
a  delightful  person  to  visit.  Interestingly  enough, 
she  usually  says,  "I'm  so  glad  to  see  you.  (This 
must  indicate  linner  vision.) 

On  the  occasions  when  I  drop  in,  I  read — ^usually 
poetry,  which  we  both  enjoy  very  much;  then  we 
share  several  chapters  of  the  Bible;  after  that  we 
sing.  She  told  me  some  time  ago  that  she  loves 
to  sing;  and,  incidentally,  she  has  a  lovely,  clear 
voice. 

To  be  sure,  she  can't  read  the  words  of  the  song 
now,  but  almost  any  hymn  I  begin,  she  joins  in 
singing  and  knows  all  of  the  words.  OccasionaUy 
we  sing  ten  or  more  songs,  and  she  is  always 
willing  to  go  on;  however,  after  reading  and  sing- 
ing, my  voice  takes  on  the  quality  of  sandpaper, 
and  I  must  sign  off. 

Savilla  has  a  marvelous  faith  and  lives  in  close 
communion  with  her  Lord,  knowing  Him  intimate- 
ly and  speaking  to  Him  frequently.  She  exempli- 
fies the  words  of  the  poet,  Tagore,  who  says, 
"Faith  is  the  bird  that  feels  tiie  light  and  sings 
wihen  the  dawn  is  still  dark."  She  has  coinfessed 
to  me  that  she  often  sings  when  she  is  alone  or 
when  she  is  sitting  in  the  wheel-chair  area  occupied 
by  many  other  residents.  One  can  only  imagine  the 
impact  on  those  around  to  see  and  hear  this  won- 
derful person,  totally  unaware  of  who  or  what  is 
about  her,  singing  "What  a  Friend  We  Have  in 
Jesus"  or  so'me  comparable  song  attesting  to  an 
awareness  of  His  presence. 

She  has  sometimes  expressed  to  me  the  wish 
that  -she  could  do  more  for  other  people  and  be 
more  productive  as  a  Christian;  but  to  an  onlooker, 
hers  is  a  spirit  producing  tremendous  Christian 
witness. 

Indeed,  in  the  vi^ords  of  anotheir  great  poet,  John 
Milton,  "They  also  serve  who  oinly  Sitand  and 
wait"    (or  sit  and  sing).    U 


She  itranquU  sits  beside  her  small-paned  window, 

A  slender  figure,  wrinkled,  bowed  and  old; 
A  scarf  which  she  is  knitting,  slowly  growing. 

Is  all  her  tremhling  fingers  now  can  hold. 
She  hears  the  roU  of  wheels  and  country  echoes. 

The  song  of  birds  and  winds  that  idly  blow; 
The  flofwerful  summer  comes,  regretful  passes. 

Then  softly  flutters  down  the  kindly  snow. 
The  rich  and  poor  find  here  a  peaceful  haven, 

A  counselor  and  wise  wiho  never  fails 
But   sympathetic  listens,   understanding. 

To  young  and  old,  their  troubles  and 
their  tales. 
A  shut-in,  yes,  in  truth,  tout  great  her  mission! 

A  Messing,  all  unknowing,  pure  and  sweet; 
And  just  her  presence  in  her  humMe  dwelling 

Can  somehow  glorify  a  village  street. 

Alice  Thorn  Frost 
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SPRING  HAS  SPRUNG 


How  would  you  like  to  receive  $150?  Who 
wouldn't,  right?  How  can  you  get  it?  Simple.  All 
that  is  required  is  that  you  be  a  girl  entering 
Ashland  College  as  a  freshman  in  the  faU  of  1975, 
and  it  can  be  yours!  Do  you  fit  into  that  category? 
Fill  out  the  form,  cut  it  out  and  send  it  in.  You 
think  it  would  be  hard  to  win?  Think  again.  Last 
year,  no  one  even  applied.  Your  chance  is  more 
than  good. 

Girls,  maybe  some  of  you  are  a  little  puzzled 
or  maybe  upset  by  my  last  article.  I  hope  that  is 
not  the  case.  In  my  short  time  as  an  officer,  I 
have  become  concerned  about  the  state  of  downfall 
that  the  Sisterhood  seems  to  be  caught  up  in. 
Maybe  on  the  local  level,  you  can't  see  it,  but  look- 
ing over  the  years  from  the  national  level,  it  is 
very  plain  to  see.  And,  as  I  said,  it  concerns  me. 
Several  of  you  are  really  trying,  I  Icnow.  But  its 
to  the  ones  who  don't  care  anymore  that  I  wrote 
the  article,  "Sisterhood  is  going  to  pot."  I  wanted 
to  get  some  action,  or  some  response  from  them, 
lif  possible.  I  wUl  give  credit  where  credit  is  due 
...  I  have  received  several  more  registrations.  A 
great  big  THANK  YOU  is  in  order  for  those  Who 
have  let  me  know  of  their  existence.  I  also  appre- 
ciate the  comments  you  enclose.  Keep  up  the  good 
work! 

Well,  spring  is  finally  here.  The  spring-fever  bug 
is  beginning  to  bite  a  lot  of  us.  It  won't  be  long 
till  we'll  be  swimming  in  the  pool  and  running 
barefooted  through  the  grass.  This  spring  is 
especially  exciting  for  me.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
I  have  wjiited  my  whole  life  for  this  spring.  Why? 
Because  in  less  than  a  month  (May  17)  I  wUl  final- 
ize one  of  the  most  important  decisions  of  my 
entire  life:  to  become  a  wife.  It  is  something  every 
girl  dreams  about.  For  me  it  is  coming  true  this 
spring.  Does  this  spring  mean  anything  to  you? 
It  should. 

Let's  imagine  tlhait  you  had  made  or  created 
something — anything.  When  you  put  it  out  for 
display,  everyone  remarked  to  each  other,  "How 
beautiful,"  or  "How  nice!"  But  even  thougli  you 
were  standing  rig'ht  there  beside  it,  no  one  said 
a  word  of  praise  to  you.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they 
almost  downright  ignored  you.  They  gave  you  no 
credit  at  all  for  the  creation  you  had  made. 

"No,"  you  say,  "that  has  never  happened  to  me. 
People  always  praise  me  for  the  things  I  make, 
even  if  it  is  just  a  picture  I've  drawn  or  a  dress 
I've  sewn."  That's  probably  tnae.  Almost  everyone 


has  the  manners  or  decency  to  praise  each  other' 
for  the  things  their  human  hands  have  created. 

Take  a  look  outside.  What  do  you  see?  The 
flowers  are  blooming,  the  trees  are  getting  leaves, ' 
the  grass  is  getting  greener  .  .  .  it's  spring!  These' 
are  all  creations,  but  not  human  creations.  They; 
are  God's  creations.  However,  when  it  comes  to' 
God,  everyone  seems  to  lose  their  manners  andi 
decency.  They  rejoice  with  the  beauty  of  spring  ] 
and  all  the  rest  of  nature,  but  seldom  bother  to' 
give  Him  a  word  of  praise  or  appreciation.  As  a. 
matter  of  fact,  He  is  often  ignored.  Even  we  Chris- 
tians are  sometimes  guilty  of  forgetting  to  say 
"thank  you!" 

At  the  bookstore  where  I  work,  we  have  a  selec- 
tion of  bookmarks  with  littie  sayings  on  ithem.  One  i 
of  them  says,  "Have  you  thanked  a  tree  today?" 
For  a  long  time,  I  thought  that  was  really  dumb.  • 
But  the  more  I  think  about  it,  the  more  I  change  i 
my  mind.  They  say  one  of  these  days  there  willi 
be  no  more  trees.  If  you  even  want  to  see  a  tree, 
you'll  have  to  go  to  a  museum  and  pay  to  see  it.  i 
Won't  that  be  awful?  It  makes  me  want  to  go 
thank  every  tree  I  see  just  for  being  there.  But 
even  more,  it  makes  me  want  to  thank  and  praise  > 
God  for  all  the  thousands  of  creations  He  has : 
given  us  to  enjoy  here  in  this  world. 

Spring  is  beautiful!  But  don't  forget  to  thank- 
the  Creator.  By  the  way,  have  you  thanked  a  tree! 
today? 

Tin  later,     Beth 

SISTERHOOD  SCHOLARSHIP 
AU  girls  who  wUl  be  freshmen  at  Ashland  College 
in  the  fall  of  1975  are  elegible  for  a  $150.00  Schol- 
arship given  by  the  National  Sisterhood  Society. 
FiU  in  this  form  and  return  to  me  by  June  1.  I 
wUl  then  send  you  an  application  form  to  fill  out 
and  return. 
Name 


Address 

Church 
Minister's  Name 

Brethren 

CJhurch 

His  Address 

High   School 

Guidance 

Counselor 

(or 

principal) 

His  Address 

RETURN  BY  JUNE  1,  1975  to 
Beth  Gilmer 
415  Claremont  Ave. 
Ashland,  Ohio    44805 
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ORDINATION  SERVICE 


L.  Burdette  Lewis  was  ordained  to  the  ministry 
in  special  services  at  'the  Matteson  Brethren 
Church  on  M-86,  Sunday,  March  2,  at  3  p.m.  Elder 
Claude  StogsdiU,  pajstor  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Warsaw,  Ind.  read  the  action  of  the 
district  Ministerial  and  congregational  relations 
board  and  gave  the  questions  and  charge  and 
declarations  of  an  authooty  as  an  elder  to  Mr. 
Lewis. 

The  ordination  prayer  and  laj4ng  on  of  hands 
was  given  by  Elder  Stogsdill  and  Elder  Dana  Har- 
tong,  pastor  of  the  Florence  Church  of  The  Breth- 
ren of  Constantine.  Elder  Hartong  gave  the  scrip- 
tural charge. 


Elder  Albert  Curtright  from  the  First  Brethren 
Church,  BurUngton,  Ind.  gave  the  ordination  ser- 
mon and  gave  charge  to  serve  as  wife  of  an  elder 
to  Mrs.  Barbara  Lewis.  He  was  assisted  by  Elder 
John  Long,  pastor  of  Brighton  Chapel,  Brighton, 
Ind.  in  laying  of  hands.  The  service  was  closed 
with  a  hymn  and  the  benediction  was  given  by 
Elder  Lewis.  The  prelude  and  postlude  were  played 
toy  Donald  French. 

Barbara  and  Burdette  have  2  children,  Daryl, 
who  is  a  student  at  U.  of  M.  and  a  daughter,  Mrs. 
James  (Darlene)  Tase  of  Colon  and  a  grand- 
daughter, Tammy. 


OTHER'S  DAY 


There  are  fingeirprints  on  the  windowpane, 

There  are  scratches  on  the  chair; 
Six  little  shoes  are  on  the  floor, 

Playthings  are  everywhere. 
But  three  little  heads  lie  fast  asleep, 

All  is  as  still  as  a  mouse. 
And  rosy  red  cheeks  on  pillows  of  white 

Make  up  for  a  "littered  up"  house. 
They  are  safe  at  home  in  their  own  httle  beds, 

And  that  is  enough  for  me. 
Who  wants  a  house  that's  neat  as  a  pin? 

Not  I — ^I'm  the  mother  of  -three! 

Mrs.  Dema  EHison 
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Memorials 


THOMAS 

Martha  E.  Thomas,  63,  passed  away  December 
11,  1974.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  (Rev.  Wilbur 
L.  Thom,as)  four  daughters  and  three  sons.  Ser- 
vices were  held  on  Dec.  14th;  burial  was  at  the 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery  with  Rev.  Kenneth  Howard 
officiating. 


BAGER 

Charles  McKinley  Rager  III,  14,  died  March  5, 
1975  in  a  car-bicycle  accident.  Survived  by  parents, 
Charles  M.  and  Donna  (Thoimas)  Rager,  Jr.;  a 
brother,  Craig,  paternal  grandmother,  Mrs. 
Dorothy  Rager  and  numerous  aunts  and  uncles. 
Member  of  Vinco  Brethren  Church.  Funeral  Ser- 
vice was  held  at  Picking-Treece-Bennett  Mortuary, 
Joihnstown,  Pennsylvania,  by  Rev.  C.  WDUam  Cole. 
Initerment,  Grandview  Cemetery. 


ADAMS 

Mrs.  Nora  Adams,  94,  Warsaw,  Indiana  passed 
away  March  5,  1975.  She  was  the  oldest  member 
of  the  Warsaw  First  Brethren  Church  and  was 
faithful  in  attendance  until  one  year  ago.  She  is 
survived  by  a  son  and  daughter,  several  grand- 
children and  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  her  pastor,  Rev.  Claude  Stogs- 
dill,  with  burial  in  the  Oakwood  Cemetery. 


SMITH 

Mrs.  Harland  (Frances)  Smith  passed  away  on 
February  21,  1975  in  her  home  at  Timbercrest 
after  an  extended  illness.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  Harland;  a  son.  Dr.  Dloyd;  and  a  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  James  Mishler. 

Memorial  services  were  held  in  the  Timibercrest 
Chapel  with  Rev.  Woodrow  Immel  officiating  and 
Rev.  Walter  Stinebaugh  .assisting. 


MACKEY 

A  faithful  member  of  the  (Z^anton  church  passed  ■ 
away  on  March  12th  after  a  rather  lengthy  illness.  ■ 
Mrs.  Carol  Mackey  was  34  years  old  and  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband  Gary  and  children  Scott  and 
Dawn.  Pastor  John  Byler  had  the  services  on ; 
Saturday,  March  15th  and  burial  was  in  LouisvUle. 
Mrs.  Mackey  was  responsible  for  starting  a  home  i 
bible  study  program  for  the  church  and  this  has 
grown  to  3  study  groups  meeting  weekly  with  an 
attendance  of  15  to  20  persons. 


GRIPE 

Sylvan  "Pete"  Cripe,  94,  died  suddenly  at  his 
home  in  North  Manchester,  March  8,  1975.  He  was 
ill  just  one  day.  Bom  in  Illinois,  he  came  to  N. 
Manchester  and  attended  Manchester  College ' 
wthere  he  met  and  married  Grace  Wright  in  1901. 
She  passed  away  in  1957. 

Survivors  include  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Ernest  i 
Taylor  with  whom  he  made  his  home;  a  grandson  i 
James  C,  and  three  great-grandchildren;  one  sis- i 
ter,  Mrs.  Flaura  Swanson. 

iMr.  Cripe  was  the  first  Santa  Claus  in  North ; 
Manchester  and  he  continued  thajt  roll  for  many 
years. 

Pastor  Immel  officiated  at  ffihe  Memorial  service 
and  burial  was  in  Oaklawn  Cemetery. 


DURBIN 

Frankie  Durktn,  9  montlhs,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gene  (Judy  Martin)  Durbin,  C^ro  Gordo,  lUinois, 
passed  away  January  4,  1975  after  a  week's  Ulness. 
He  is  survived  by  two  sisters,  one  brother,  mater- 
nal grandparents,  paternal  grandmother  and  great- 
grandfather. Memorial  services  were  held  by  the 
pastor.  Rev.  William  Livingston,  in  the  Cerro 
Gordo  Brethren  Church.  "And  a  little  child  shall 
lead  them"  can  certainly  ibe  said  about  Franfcie's  ■ 
short  life  here  on  earth. 


RIDDLE 

Raymond  Riddle,  82,  of  Tiosa,  Indiana,  passed 
away  in  the  Canterbury  Manor  Nursing  ihome  in 
Rochester.  He  was  a  life  time  member  of  the 
Tiosa  Church.  He  was  a  ibrother  of  the  late  Rev. 
Earl  Riddle.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Ferda;  a  i 
son,  Joe  Lewis  of  Rochester;  two  sisters,  Mrs. 
Mabel  Wilson  and  Mrs.  L.  C.  Burton  of  Mentone; 
a  brother,  Charles. 

Rev.    John  Turley  officiated  at   the   Grossman 
funeral  home  at  Argos. 
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Weddings 


BRIDEGROOM-SIMCOE 

■  Miss  Vicki  Lynn  Bridegroom  daugiiter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ronald  Bridegroom  became  the  bride 
of  Mr.  Robert  K.  Simcoe,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
.Kenneth  Simcoe  in  a  double  ring  ceremony,  Satur- 
day, March  8,  1975  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  N.  Manchester. 

Music  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Woodrow  Immel, 
organist,  and  Miss  Margie  McBride  was  the  vocal- 
ist. Pastor  Immel  officiated  at  the  service  for 
this  young  couple. 


A  baby  girl  was  born  to  WUMam  and  sharon 
Walk,  April  2,  1975.  They  have  named  her  Rachael 
Lee.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  she  was  bom 
on  their  8th  wedding  anniversary.  The  Walks 
are  in  trainiing  at  Missionary  Internship  as  mis- 
sionary candidates. 


MEMBERSHIP  GROWTH 

N.  Manchester,  Indiana — 11  by  baptism, 

5  hy  letter 
Masontown,  Pennsylvania — 13  by  baptism 


a   book   review 


To  Rule  the  Nlgrht  by  James  B.  Irwin  with 
William  A.  Emerson,  Jr.  (A.  J.  HOlman  Company, 
1973.  251  pp.) 

BiUy  Graham  says,  "This  book  is  a  thrilling 
account  of  one  of  the  greatest  adventures  of  all 
time — ^man's  journey  to  the  moon.  More  signifi- 
cantly, it  is  also  the  inspiring  story  of  one  ^man's 
journey  to  faith  in  the  God  of  the  Universe. 
Astronaut  Jim  Ir\Vin  has  a  unique  and  challenging 
story  to  teU,  and  I  predict  this  ibook  wiU  'be  an 
inspiration  to  thousands." 

The  scientific  voyage  of  ApoHo  15  began  with 
the  (blast-off  on  July  26,  1971  and  launched  Jim 
Irwin,  along  with  Al  Wordon  and  Dave  Scott  into 
a  modem  space  adventure.  Excitement,  exhilara- 
tion, unexpected  iproblems,  tense  moments,  bits  of 
comic  relief  and  the  overwhelming  thrill  of  finally 
stepping  onto  the  moon:  These  are  described  in 
such  a  way  that  as  I  read  the  book,  I  felt  as  if  I 
were  a  part  of  it  all. 

The  book  gives  the  reader  variety.  In  the  first 
four   chapters   Colonel   Irwin  describes  in  detail 


his  voyage  to  the  moon  and  back,  including  recep- 
tion and  adjustment  after  returning.  The  next 
four  chapters  teU  his  life  story.  In  Chapter  Nine, 
called  High  Flight,  he  tells  about  the  new  mission, 
his  world  travels  and  fame.  He  related  in  the 
EpUogue  how  he  was  "surprised  by  God."  Also, 
adding  interest  to  the  book,  is  a  section  of  pictures. 

It  is  awe  inspiring  when  he  describes  the  strong 
and  clear  Presence  of  God,  which  he  experienced 
on  this  voyage.  "The  Lord  wanted  me  to  go  to 
the  moon  so  I  could  come  back  and  do  something 
more  important  with  my  life  than  fly  airplanes. 
— ^As  we  reached  out  in  a  physical  way  to  the 
heavens,  we  were  moved  spiritually.  As  we  flew 
into  space  we  had  a  new  sense  of  ourselves,  of 
the  earth,  and  of  the  nearness  of  God.  We  were 
outside  of  ordinary  reality;  I  sensed  the  beginning 
of  some  sort  of  deep  change  taking  place  inside 
of  me.  Looking  back  at  that  spaceship  we  call 
earth,  I  was  touched  by  a  desire  to  convince  man 
that  he  has  a  unique  place  to  live,  that  he  is  a 
unique  creature,  and  that  he  must  learn  to  live 
with  his  neighbors." 

Jim  Irwin  retired  from  the  Air  Force  and  has 
been  speaking  throughout  our  country,  as  well 
as  others,  about  the  rediscovery  of  his  Christian 
faith.  "After  the  flight  the  power  of  God  was 
working  in  me,  and  I  was  possessed  by  a  growing 
feeling  that  God  did  have  a  new  mission  for  me. — 
I  teU  people  that  God  has  a  plan  for  them.  I  say 
that  if  God  controls  the  universe  with  such  in- 
finite precision,  controlling  all  the  motion  of  the 
planets  and  the  stars,  this  is  the  working  out  of 
a  perfect  plan  for  outer  space.  I  believe  that  He 
has  the  perfect  plan  for  the  inner  space  of  man, 
the  spirit  of  man.  This  plan  was  manifest  when 
He  sent  His  son  Jesus  Christ  to  die  for  us,  to  for- 
give us  our  sins,  and  to  show  us  He  has  a  plan 
for  our  lives." 

To  Rule  the  Night  is  a  very  private  look  at  a 
puiblic  hero  —  a  spaceman  with  down-to-earth 
values. 

Reviewed  'by   Julia   Flora 
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by  Phil  Lersch,  Chairman 
Brethren  World  Relief  Board 


A  DETROIT  FILMMAKER'S  DIARY  OF  DESPAIR 

(Part  4  of  5) 

DOCUMENTING  THE  DROUGHT  AND 
DEATH  IN  AFRICA: 


[Dtiring  Christmas  vacation  in  1973  John 
Holmstrom  and  Bill  Baker  of  the  Ford  Motor 
Co.  traveled  to  Upper  Volta  and  Niger,  two 
African  countries  caught  in  the  gnp  of  a  six- 
year-long  drought.  The  purpose  was  to  make 
a  film  depictiiig  tragic  coTisequences — hun- 
ger, malnutrition,  starvation — of  the  unpre- 
cedented dry  spell. 

The  film  tvas  used  by  the  World  Relief 
Commission  to  produce  the  movie  shotun  at 
General  Conference  last  year  —  "Africa: 
Dry  Edge  of  Disaster."  It  is  still  available 
for  showing  in  local  Brethren  Churches  at 
no  charge.  Write:  World  Relief  Commission, 
Box  hU,  Valley  Forge,  Pa.  loisi.  Folloiving 
is  part  4-  of  Mr.  Holstrom's  diary.'] 

December  30,  1973 

Nicole  is  a  young  French  English  teacher  in 
France,  whom  I  met  on  the  plane.  She  was  going 
to  Africa  to  visit  her  father  who  is  a  French  en- 
gineer for  the  government.  On  this  day  Nicole 
joins  us  for  the  half-hour  drive  north  of  Niamey 
to  Lazaret,  a  refugee  camp  of  some  6,000  nomads, 
mainly  Tauregs,  who  have  settled  there. 

We  drive  into  the  camp  on  a  rutted  dusty  road 
'that  leads  to  an  empty  tent,  topped  by  a  tattered 
Red  Cross  flag.  Hundreds  of  small  huts  made 
from  flapping  cardboard,  reeds  and  animal  skins 
are  spread  out  in  all  directions  across  the  desert. 
Everywhere  we  look  we  see  turbaned  men,  small 
children,  women  in  long  cloaks,  and  occasional 
goats,  moving  about  in  the  haze  of  the  desert  heat 
and  dust. 

A  group  of  children  surround  us  as  soon  as  we 
get  out  of  the  car.  Immediately  we  are  struck  with 
the  coughing.  It  is  almost  overpowering.  All  the 
kids  seem  to  be  coughing.  Others  have  festered 
eyes,  with  flies  attached,  some  are  losing  their 
hair,  many  are  naked.  I  am  not  sure  of  our  wel- 
come, if  any.  Nicole  has  been  to  the  camp  befoire 
and  seems  to  know  what  she  is  doing. 

She  strikes  up  a  conversation  with  an  older 
Tuareg;   he  is  a  chief,  translates  Nicole,  and  we 


decide  we  w'iO.  discuss  with  this  man  what  we  are 
doing  in  hopes  he  will  co-operate  visibly  with  us 
in  order  to  reassure  any  people  we  film.  He  in- 
vites Nicole,  Richard  PendeU  of  WBC,  and  me 
into  his  small  tent.  The  Tuaregs  are  a  fabled  tribe 
of  the  Sahara.  Descendents  of  the  Berbers,  they 
look  more  European  than  African.  They  have 
a:lways  roamed  the  desert  and  are  proud  of  their 
independence  and  ability  to  survive  in  the  desert's 
oven-Uke  heat.  Now,  they  are  reduced  to  a  refugee 
camp  in  order  to  live. 

As  we  sit  in  the  tent  drinking  tea,  as  is  their 
custom,  I  listen  to  the  French  being  spoken,  a  tea 
cup  in  one  hand,  the  other  resting  on  the  African 
desert,  and  look  at  the  Tuaregs.  The  chief's  face 
is  wrapped  with  a  turban  but  his  eyes  look  gently 
out  at  us.  He  says  that  he  is  from  Tlmboctou  and 
that  he  had  many  goats,  camels,  and  sheep.  But 
when  the  rains  stopped,  the  land  and  the  crops 
went  'bad,  his  animals  died,  and  the  weUs  went 
dry.  He  left  Mali  for  Niger  in  hopes  of  finding  a 
job.  Now  with  no  hope  of  work,  he  worries  about 
his  family  of  eight  in  MaU.  I  ask  him  what  the 
future  holds  for  the  Tuaregs  in  Lazaret.  "We  have 
no  future,"  he  says  quietly.  "We  have  nothing,  we 
do  inothing.  It  is  Allah's  will." 

As  we  continue  oiur  talk,  and  Pendell  explains 
our  fUming  purpose,  they  agree  to  assist  us. 
According  to  Tuareg  custo^m  we  also  make  small 
talk  about  family.  The  chief  asks  me  about  mine 
and  I  say  that  I  am  not  married  and  have  no  wife 
or  children.  He  responds,  with  laughing  eyes,  that 
he  wUl  be  glad  to  introduce  me  to  any  of  the  fine 
young  Tuareg  ladies  in  the  camp!  I  thank  him 
and  suggest  that  his  is  ithe  best  idea  I  have  heard 
all  day. 

As  we  leave  the  hut  and  return  to  the  car  to 
set  up  my  camera,  I  can't  help  but  think  of  the 
incredible  courtesy  and  dignity  I  have  just  wit- 
nessed. Before  I  left  Detroit  I  called  my  mother 
in  California.  She  expressed  loving  concern  for 
me.  In  actuality  Niger  had  two  or  three  murders 
during  the  whole  year.  Detroit,  a  civiiized  non- 
primitive  state  in  the  greatest  country  in  the 
world,  obviously  cannot  claim  such  statisitics.  I 
also  discover  that  in  the  refugee  camp  there  are 
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|no  ipoMcemen.  Evidently,  living  their  marginal 
lives  together  in  the  desert  has  instUled  a  togeth- 
erness in  the  tough  but  gentle  Tuaregs  that  even 
drought  and  famine  cannot  damage. 

I  film  scenes  of  the  chief's  family  eating  rice 
given  to  them  from  relief  agencies,  and  of  the 
chief  walking  through  the  camp.  Involved  plans 
to  shoot  activities  of  different  members  of  the 
camp  are  abandoned  when  it  becomes  appareet 
that  besides  eating  and  sleeping,  the  Nomads  do 
absolutely  nothing.  There  is  no  work,  no  schooling, 
no  self-help  pro'grams,  nothing  but  waiting  for  the 
food  handout. 

I  shot  one  scene  with  a  young.  Incredibly  thin, 
blank-eyed  little  girl  named  Bahamed,  who  is 
suffering  from  dysentery.  She  previously  had 
measles  and  whooping  cough.  Her  agonizing 
mother  sits  next  to  her,  and  I  film  the  mother's 
anxious,  suffering  features.  Around  us  cluster 
other  children,  many  with  no  clothing,  coughing, 
scrawny,  but  intent  on  watching  us  and  our  film- 
ing efforts.  In  the  middle  of  the  sequence  with 
Rahamed  I  slowly  zoom  my  lens  into  her 
emaciated  face.  She  is  dying,  I  think,  and  soon  I 
will  pack  up  my  equipment  and  we  wiU  all  drive 
away,  il  blink  back  the  moisture  pushing  into  my 
eyes  and  my  throat  tightens  so  much  I  cannot 
swallow. 

When  I  run  out  of  film  I  quickly  reload,  forcing 
my  mind  away  from  the  horror  I  am  filming  and 
remind  myself  I  must  control  myself  in  order  to 
fUm.  Before  I  leave  I  kneel  down  before  this  little 
figure  and  put  my  hand  gently  on  her  naked  back 
to  give  her  a  reassuring  pat.  It  shocks  me  when 
my  hand  touches  her  fragile  body.  I  can  feel  al- 


most every  bone,  as  if  the  skin  was  little  more 
than  paper  over  the  bone. 

After  three  hours  of  fUming  and  talking  with 
the  refugees,  we  disengage  ourselves  from  the 
crowd  of  youngsters  following  us  around  and  get 
in  the  cars.  I  have  a  number  of  small  boxes  of 
raisins  in  my  jacket  and  begm  to  hand  a  few  out 
the  window  to  the  kids.  In  seconds  the  car  is 
deluged  with  chattering,  pushing  children,  ail 
thrusting  their  hands  in.  It  is  a  mistake  and  I 
quickly  give  out  the  rest  and  signal  that  my  empty 
hands  have  no  more.  I  am  ashamed  of  the  scene 
I  have  caused. 

In  the  market  In  BoBo,  BlU  had  carelessly 
handed  out  a  few  coins  to  kids  around  him  and 
when  they  deluged  him,  he  threw  the  remaining 
coins  on  the  ground.  They,  of  course,  quickly 
scrambled  to  get  the  coins.  I  had  brusquely  criti- 
cized BUI  for  this  insensitive  act  of  "ugly  Ameri- 
canism," but  now  I  was  no  better.  Bill  regretted 
his  act  as  do  I,  but  the  shock  of  seeing  people  in 
such  great  needs,  leads  people,  I  guess,  to  such 
thoughtless  actions. 

Drained  by  all  the  poverty  and  disease  we  leave 
Camp  Lazaret.  Exhausted,  we  lay  on  our  beds 
back  In  our  hotel  room.  BUI  is  thinking  out  loud 
about  his  two  beautiful  little  girls  and  what  it 
would  be  like  if  he  ended  up  in  Lazaret  with  his 
family.  I  cannot  talk  as  I  lie  with  my  eyes  closed, 
seeing  little  Bahamed  and  those  big  eyes  on  top  of 
her  wasted  body. 

(Concluded   next   time) 
[John  Hohnstrom's  African  Diary  appeared 
in   DETROIT,   the  Sunday  edition   of  the 
Detroit  Free  Press,  July  14,  1974.] 


WORLD  BELIEF  EVACUATES  AMERICANS, 
BUT  WOBK  CONTINUES 

VALLEY  FORGE,  Pa.  (EP)— The  World  Relief 
Commission  has  ordered  immediate  evacuation  of 
American  staff  in  Vietnam,  according  to  WRC 
Executive  Vice  President  Everett  S.  Graffam. 

Tlhe  staff  includes  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Long  and 
their  four  children;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Johnson; 
Dr.  and  JVIrs.  Edward  Merzig;  Mr.  Jerry  Keener; 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stuart  WUlcuts. 

The  commission  has  been  training  Vietnamese 
to  eventuaflly  take  over,  though  the  Communisit 
advance  into  the  Danaing  area  has  forced  this 
responsibility  on  them  sooner  than  anticipated. 

The  agency  has  cabled  $55,000  to  their  Vietnam 
field  director  for  emergency  care  of  many  thous- 
ands of  refugees  "wiho  have  fled  from  Phuoc  Long, 
Tay  Nlnh,  Quang  Trl,  Hue,  and  the  upper  high- 
land areas. 


Through  WRC's  Vietnamese  counterpart,  the 
400-m.emiber  Christian  Youth  Social  Service,  WRC 
is  providing  rice  and  other  foods,  water,  cloithing, 
medical  assistance,  shelter  and  sanitary  facilities. 

Countrywide,  the  daily-changing  war  scene  has 
added  a  million  new  refugees  during  the  recent 
takeover  of  provinces  in  the  north  and  central 
ihighiands  by  the  Communists.  Many  refugees  are 
forced  to  pick  up  their  few  belongings  and  run  to 
another  place.  They  ihave  very  little  and  need 
everything. 

World  Relief,  social  concern  arm  of  National 
Association  of  Evangelicals,  has  served  In  Vietnam 
since  1961,  bringing  aid  and  comfort  to  refugees, 
orphans,  Montagnard  minorities,  administering 
day  care  centers  and  the  hospital,  and  providing 
personnel,  funds,  equipment,  medicines,  food  and 
clothing.  The  value  of  assistance  in  five  years 
exceeded  $6  million. 
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THE  1975 
SUMMER  CRUSADERS 

PART  III 


Cat%^ 


INTRODUCING:   "THE   NEW   CREATION" 


"Therefore  if  any  man  is  in  Christ,  he  is 
a  NEW  CREATION;  the  old  things  passed 
aivay;  behold  new  things  have  come."  (II 
Corinthians  5:1 7) 

"The  New  Creation"  will  be  serving  our  Brethren  Churdhes  in  Indiana,  Ohio, 
Washington,  D.C.  and  Maryland  through  Bible  Studies,  Evangelism,  Family  Activ- 
ities, Music  and  much  more.  At  some  time  during  the  week,  every  age  level  will 
have  ojxportunity  to  get  involved. 

Each  of  these  12  young  people  are  anxiously  awaiting  their  summer  ministry. 
They  have  already  begun  to  study,  read  and  memorize  for  their  activities  and  music 
presentations.  Please  pray  for  each  member  of  "The  New  Creation"  as  they  prepare 
and  go  forth  in  the  wonderful  service  of  our  Lord. 


Kenneth  Huff  previouisdy  an  Intern  in  Bradenton, 
Florida  and  member  of  "The  Twelve"  will  be  the 
leader  of  this  team.  Ken  is  a  member  of  the 
Mishawaka,  Indiana  Brethren  Church  and  is  in 
his  soj^homore  year  at  Bethel  College  majoring 
in  Bible. 


Ken  Huff,  Leader 
Mishaivaka,  Indiana 
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"THE   NEW   CREATION" 


Nancy  Ronk 
Ashland  (Park  Street),  Ohio 

Nancy  Bonk  is  ipresenitly  a  firesihman  at  Goshen 
College  majoring  in  Elementary  eduication  and 
music.  Nancy  is  a  second  year  Crusader  and  a 
member  of  the  Park  Street  Brethren  Ohuroh  in 
AjsMand,  Ohio. 


Tom  Keplinger 
Washington,  D.C. 

Another  first  year  Crusader,  Thomas  Keplinger, 

from  our  Washington,  D.C.  Bretlhren  Churdh  will 
join  the  Ashland  College  freshmen  wiho  have  an 
undetermined  major. 


u\^ 


Becky  Grumbling,  a  fflirist  yeair  Crusader,  plans  to 
enter  icoUege  ithis  faill  with  an  eQementary  educa- 
tion major.  Becky  is  from  the  Waterloo,  -  Iowa 
Brethren  Chuirdh. 


Becky  Grumbling 
Waterloo,  Iowa 
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Coming  from  the  Vailley  BretJhren  Churoh,  Jones 
Mills,  Pennsylvania,  we  'have  Susie  Keslar,  a  first 
year  Crusader.  Susie  graduated  from  high  school 
in  1972  and  is  employed  by  the  County  Trust  Bank. 


Susie  Keslar 
Valley  (Jones  Mills) 


Jim  Black 
Milledgeville,  Illinois 

James  Black  is  a  first  year  Crusader  wiho  will  be 
entering  Ashland  College  this  fall  majo'ring  in 
speech  or  art.  Jim  is  from  the  MiUedgeviille, 
Illinois  Brethren  Church. 


Jeff  Lentz 
Nappanee,  Indiajia 

Jeffrey  Lentz  from  oiH-  Nappanee,  Indiana  Breth- 
ren Church  is  a  second  year  Crusader.  Jeff  will 
graduate  from  Nappanee  High  School  this  spring 
and  'is  entering  coUege  to  study  music  -and  Religion 
in  the  fall. 
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From  our  North  Manchester,  Indiana  Brethren 
Church  we  have  another  second  year  Crusader. 
Mark  Baker  will  be  a  junioir  at  Ashland  Coillege  in 
Pre-Seminary  study.  Mark  is  presently  National 
BYC  Vice  Moderator  and  the  editor  of  the  Morning 
Star. 


Mark  Baker 
No)th  Manchester,  Indiana 


).>'  •>!S\..-'VCI 


Catherine  Comfort 
Mishawaka,  Indiana 

Catherine  Comfort  lis  ailso  &iom  our  Mislhawaka, 
Indiana  Brethren  ChvTch.  Cathy  win  toe  a  junior 
music  education  major  at  Indiana  University  in 
the  fall.  This  is  her  first  year  as  a  Crusader. 


Deborah  Munson 
'  Ashland  (Park  Street),  Ohio 

Deborah  Munson  will  ibe  a  first  year  Crusader 
from  the  Park  Street  Brethren  Church  in  Ashland, 
Ohio.  Debbie  will  be  a  senior  at  Aslhilamd  High 
School  in  the  fall. 
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Debra  Michael 
Lanark,  Illinois 

Debra  Michael,  iiram  our  Lanark,  EMinois  Brethren 
Ohurdh  ds  a  second  year  Crusader.  Deblbde  grad- 
uates from  'HigMand  Community  Co'Hege  with  a 
secretarial  science  major  this  spring. 


I 


Kerry  Scott 
Warsaw,  Indiana 

Kerry  Scott,  a  third  year  Crusader  ("The  Twelve" 
ainid  "One"-east)  is  from  the  Warsaw,  Indiana 
Brethren  Church.  Kerry  will  be  a  so-phomore 
Religion  major  at  Ashland  College  this  .fall. 


Dear  BCE  Staff, 

I  would  personally  like  to  join  the  Summer  Crusader  Prayer  Campaign  and 
pledge  to  pray  daily  for  the  Crusader  assigned  to  me. 

MY  NAME: , 


MY  ADDRESS: 


MY  CHURCH: 


Others  who  would  be  interested  Eire  listed  below. 


'^pril  19,  1975 
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CELEBRATE! 


As  eaoh  new  year  dawns,  most  of  us  again  examine  our  pledge  to  God.  Every 
New  Year's  Eve  thousands  of  prayers  rise  in  praiise,  thanksgiving  and  celeibration. 
Isn't  it  wonderful  though  that  through  Christ  we  don't  have  to  wait  until  January  1. 

Join  us  in  the  National  Board  of  Christian  Education's  May  New  Year's  Cele- 
bration of  the  past,  the  present  and  the  future. 


CELEBRATE: 


the  PAST 


BYC  has  such  a  lioh  heritage! 


Many  of  the  past  leaders  of  BYC  are  serving 
Christ  in  full  time  Christian  service.  Others 
are  in  training  gaining  the  expeorience  and 
insights  needed  for  their  mmistry.  StDl  others 
are  just  praying  and  hoping. 

Paist  projects  of  BYC  are  still  living  memorials  of 
1  the  dedication  and  involvement  our  Brethren 
Youth  have  in  their  brother's  need. 

Many  programs  will  never  be  forgotten  for  they 
touched  many  hearts  in  Christ's  name. 


Each  year  BYC  Convention  draws  interested 
Brethren  Youth  to  Ashland  for  a  week  of  planning 
the  future,  exchanging  ideas,  recharging  our 
spirits,  studying  the  Word  and  praying  eamestiy 
for  His  leading.  Eaoh  year  stands  out  for  different 
reasons  but  everyone  who  attended  last  year  will 
remember  the  love,  unity,  and  excitement  "Discov- 
ery '74"  brought  to  the  Conference. 
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.  the  PAST  .  .  . 

"Share  for  Chandon" — 196^ 
'On  the  Air  in  Argenti^m" — 1965-1966 


"Fill  the  Derby  Hat" — 1964-1965 


"Pennies  for  Pete" — 1966-1967 


"18  by  68"— 1967-1968 
Arizona  Brethren  Camp — 1968-1969 

Fort  Wayne,  IN  and  India — 1969-1970 
Summer  Crusaders  and  St.  Petersburg,  FL — 1970-1971 

Summer  Crusaders  and  Jefferson,  IN — 1971-1972 
Stimmer  Crusaders  and  Chapel  at  Brethren.  Care,  OH — 1972-1973 


w»r335       Evangelistic  Outreach  in  India — 1973-1974- 


Collator  for  Brethren  Publishing 
Company — 1974-1975   (Present  Project) 
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CELEBRATE: 

.  .  .  the  PRESENT  .  .  . 

As  you  read  this,  several  programs  are  well 
under  way  that  are  worth  celebrating  as  the 
Psalmist  says: 

"O  Sing  to  the  Lord  a  new  song, 
For  He  has  done  wonderful  things,  .  .  ." 
(Psalm  98:1-2  NAS) 


The  1974-75  Winter  Miinistry  Team,  "Children 
"Morning  Star" — Since  September  of  1974,  there  of  Light"  have  had  some  wonderful  experiences 
'have  been  5  issues  sent  to  aU  regisitered  BYC  serving  our  Brethren  Churches  in  youth  raUys, 
members.  Mark  Baker,  the  editor,  works  very  worsihip  services,  and  a  coffee  house.  A  special 
Jiard  putting  together  ideas,  news,  and  other  thanks  to  Meyersdale,  PA;  N.  Manchester,  IN; 
items  of  interest.  If  you  have  news  items,  send  Vandergrift,  PA;  West  Alexandria,  OH;  Ashland- 
them  to  Mark  Baker,  c/o  BCE.  Garber,   OH;    and  N.    Georgetown,   OH  for  their 

hospitality    and    friendliness    to    these    15    young 
people. 

A  10-minute  sMdeset  with  a  background/narra- 
tion cassette  entitled  "Nat'l  BYC  Today"  is  now 
available  free  of  charge  from  the  National  Board 
of  Christian  Education  office.  This  slideset  reviews 
some  past  BYC  proigrams  and  activities  such  as 
"Discovery  '74",  National  Convention,  BYC  Council 
and  more.  Good  Initerest  builder  in  Nat'l  BYC. 
(Send  showing  date  &  alternate  plus  name  and 
address). 


A  March  30,  1975—1094  Registered  BYC  Members  A 

B  districts  (&  associate  district)          number  of  registered  members  D 

C  California  0  £ 

Central  37 

Y  Florida  36  I 

O  Northern  Indiana  252  ^ 

•^  Southern  Indiana  196 

.  Midwest  18  « 

Miami  Valley  Ohio  134 

1^  Northeast  Ohio  97  |^ 

1^  Pennsylvania  168  £ 

M  Southeast  121  M 

B  Southwest  15  B 

E E 

K  At  large   (high  school  graduate)  20  K 

f  [Compare:     1224  m.embers  last  year  1973-74]  7 
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.  .  .  the  FUTURE  .  . 


The  future?  Yes,  ftihe  future  looks  very  interest- 
ing &  exciting. 

National  BYC  as  well  as  the  National  Board 
of  Christian  Education,  have  set  and  are  working 
positively  toward  some  important  oibjectives  and 
goals.  These  objectives  and  goals  include  our  on- 
going programs  (Summer  Crusaders,  National 
BYC  Convention,  etc.)  plus  our  special  events 
(the  ICL  Seminar,  National  BYC  projects,  etc.) 


In  the  'paist  issues  of  ithe  Brethren  Evangelist 

(and  future  ones)  we  have  shared  specific  infor- 
rnation  on  our  dreams,  goals  and  ideas  so  tlhat  each 
reader  may  have  a  better  understanding. 


WHAT    WILL    THERE    BE    TO    CELEBRATE 
IN   1980? 


JOIN   THE   CELEBRATION! 


Your  ^are  invited  to  participate  as  you  will  in  the  life  and  ministry  of  National 
Brethren  Youth  Crusaders.  The  needs  are  many  and  varied.  Examine  yourself  .  .  . 
could  you  contribute  prayer  siupvpart  tor  your  local  group  or  for  the  Summer  i&u- 
saders?  Do  you  possess  skills  which  mig*ht  'be  taught  to  the  young?  Can  you  make 
a  financial  contribution  to  assist  with  the  National  BYC  program?  AH  these  are 
needed. 

The  National  Board  O'f  Christian  Education  directs  and  coordinates  the  denom- 
inational youth  program.  Perhaps  the  largest  .  .  .  certainly  the  most  prominenit  .  .  . 
aspect  of  the  youth  program  is  the  Summer  Crusader  ministry  which  is  and  must 
remain  self-sustaining.  Even  so,  all  the  administrative  costs  of  the  program  are 
borne  iby  the  Board  of  Christian  Educaitlian's  budget.  The  investment  of  time  and 
work  is  enormous. 

In  short,  the  Board  of  Christian  Education  must  have  the  financial  support  of 
every  church  in  order  to  maintain  the  National  BYC  Prograim. 
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GRAY  PANTHERS 


The  Gray  Panther  movement  was  founded  dn 
Philadelphia  almost  four  years  go  by  a  group  of 
aibout  half  a  dozen  people  who  were  facing  forced 
retirement  at  the  age  of  sixty-five,  most  of  them 
c'rom  professional  employment  with  the  Presiby- 
ierian  Church.  Today,  this  coalition  of  militant 
jlder  people  and  their  younger  compatriots  (who 
are  forming  a  network  of  small  groups  around 
the  country  I  has  become  a  formidable  force  for 
change  in  the  image  of  the  elderly  and  for  their 
impact  on  society. 

The  movement  found  its  impetus  among  relig- 
ious people,  and  although  its  national  office  is 
housed  in  a  Presbyterian  church,  it  has  remained 
formally  outside  the  Institutional  church,  for 
reasons  of  greater  flexibility.  Gray  Panther 
spokeswoman,  Maggie  Kuhn  sees  the  empower- 
ment of  the  elderly  as  a  part  of  the  larger  move- 
ment for  liberation,  justice  and  humanization. 
Gray  Panthers  captures  the  meaning  of  their 
movement:  "What  have  you  got  to  lose?  The  life 
you  revive  may  be  your  own." 

Included  in  the  platform  plank  of  the  Gray 
Panthers  is  a  stand  against  compul'SOTy  retire- 
ment, for  the  self-determination  of  the  elderly,  for 
pension  reform,  the  re-direction  of  national 
priorities  away  from  military  spending  and  for 
'Spending  to  meet  human  needs,  and  a  guaranteed 
[annual  income  plan. 


In  the  Philadelphia  area  the  Gray  Panthers  are 
putting  their  convictions  to  work  in  the  develop- 
ment of  a  new  residence  to  house  younger  and 
older  adults,  which  will  be  operated  as  a  non-profit 
co-op  by  the  residents  and  will  contain  social  and 
commercial  facilities  as  well  as  housing.  They  are 
also  involved  in  lo'bbying,  testifying  and  demon- 
strating on  both  national  and  local  levels  for  leg- 
islative changes  more  favorable  to  the  elderly, 
are  involved  in  analyzing  and  critiqueing  the  health 
care  situation  and  proposed  plans  for  its  reorgan- 
ization, are  developing  a  data  bank  of  commundty 
resources,  are  working  in  coalition  with  other 
groups  on  issues  of  public  transportation,  investi- 
gation of  present  services  and  programs  for  older 
persons,  and  are  working  on  improving  banking 
and  credit  services  for  older  people.  Maggie  Kuhn 
was  one  of  the  principle  advisors  to  the  American 
Baptist  Churches  in  its  development  of  the  Life- 
Cycle  Project  and  has  taken  her  case  for  the 
elderly  to  Congress  and  to  the  American  public 
via  the  mass  media. 

The  Gray  Panther  group  is  an  example  of  whart 
some  retired  citizens  are  doing  to  improve  con- 
ditions for  senior  citizens.  They  can,  and  are,  tak- 
ing an  active  part  in  shaping  the  present  and  the 
future  for  the  rapidly  expanding  segment  of  our 
population  over  65  years  of  age. 


He  who  would  jjass  the  declining  years  of  his 
life  with  honor  and  comfort  should,  when  young, 
consider  that  he  may  one  day  become  old  and 
remember,  when  he  is  old,  that  he  has  once  been 
young. 

— Addison 


—  ATTENTION  BRETHREN  — 

Retire  in  Ashland — The  Benevolent  Board  has 
two,  two  bedroom  apartments  available  next  to 
the  Park  Street  Brethren  Church  and  a  half  block 
from  Ashland  College.  These  are  available  on  the 
"Life  Use  Plan"  or  regular  lease.  Call  or  write: 

The  Benevolent  Board 

625  Center  Street 

Ashland,  Ohio    44805 
Phone:     (419)  325-3696 
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MAP  OPENS  NEW  JERSEY 
BRANCH  OFFICE 

CAROL  STREAM,  111.  (EP)^A  new  Eastern 
region  branch  office  of  the  Medical  Assistance 
Programs  and  Missionary  Services  will  be  opened 
in  Pennsauken,  N.J.,  March  1. 

Charles  N.  Schroth  wUl  direct  the  new  facUity 
for  storing  and  repackaging  medical  supplies,  nu- 
tritional supplements  and  new  clothing,  according 
to  MAP/MSI  President  J.  Raymond  Knighton. 

RUSSIAN  CHURCHMEN  AVOID 
QUESTIONS  ON  OPPRESSION 
OF  CHRISTIANS,  JEWS 

NEW  YORK  (EP)— Oppression  of  Christians  or 
Jews  in  the  Soviet  Union  was  either  denied  or 
questions  about  it  avoided  by  top  Soviet  church- 
men visiting  the  U.S. 

Seven  members  of  an  18-man  ecumenical  dele- 
gation from  the  USSR  met  the  press  at  The  Inter- 
church  Center  on  the  second  morning  after  arriv- 
ing from  Moscow  for  a  three-week  stay. 

The  group  was  invited  by  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  as  part  of  an  exchange  aimed  at  im- 
proving understanding  between  U.S.  and  Soviet 
Christians. 

All  but  two  questions  put  to  the  visitors  at  the 
press  conference  concerned  the  pUght  of  religious 
minorities  in  the  Soviet  republics.  Specific  in- 
quiries were  made  about  imprisoned  Jews,  a  Bap- 
tist recently  convicted  in  Kiev,  and  the  situations 
of  Lithuanian  Catholics,  Ukrainian  Orthodox  and 
Ukrainian  Catholics. 

The  closest  to  a  concession  that  the  theory  and 
practice  of  Soviet  democracy  might  not  coincide 
came  from  Dr.  A.  M.  Bychkov,  general  secretary 
of  the  All  Union  CouncU  of  Evangelical  Christians- 
Baptists. 

Dr.  Byohkov,  speaking  through  a  translator,  said 
there  is  always  persecution  except  when  aU  the 
people  of  a  society  are  "raised  up  to  the  holy 
church"  or  "when  the  church  loses  its  sanctity  and 
comes  down  to  the  level  of  the  world." 

"We  may  not  love  the  law  but  we  rnust  obey 
the  law,"  he  said,  referring  to  a  dissident  Baptist 
group  which  refused  to  identify  with  the  govern- 
ment-recognized AH  Union  Council  and  whose 
members  are  often  in  trouble  with  state 
authorities. 

DB.  VAN  DEB  PUY  HEADS 
BELJGIOUS  BROADCASTERS 

WASHINGTON,  D.C  (EP)— The  new  president 
of  National  Religious  Broadcasters  is  Abraham 
Van  Der  Puy,  president  of  World  Radio  Missionary 
Fellowship,  which  operates  the  oldess  Christian 
short-wave  broadcasting  station  in  the  world, 
HCJB,  in  Quito,  Ecuador.  He  succeeds  Dr.  Eugene 
Berterman,  who  served  in  the  post  for  18  years. 


WARNS  AGAINST  FERMENTED  WINES 
FOB  ALCOHOLICS  TAKING  COMMUNION 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)— The  use  of  fer- 
mented wines  in  the  sacrament  of  communion 
unfairly  exposes  reformed  alcoholics  and  other 
abstainers  to  an  alcoholic  beverage,  cautions  the 
National  Temperance  and  Prohibition   Council. 

Many  church  denominations  have  substituted 
"new  wine"  (grape  juice)  for  this  purpose, 
representatives  note. 

The  use  of  new  wine,  although  of  Uttle  conse- 
quence in  preventing  alcohol  addiction,  is  an 
immediate,  oft-repeated  and  visible  testimony 
against  the  dangers  inherent  in  alcoholic  bever- 
ages, the  National  Tempyerance  and  Prohibition 
Council  advises. 

CULTURE  SHOCK  SEEN  GREAT 
AMONG  U.S.  VISITORS 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Tex.  (EP)  —  The  miniskirts, 
free-flowing  alcohol  and  violence  of  America  pro- 
vide for  many  foreign  students  enrolled  in  U.S. 
schools  a  profound  cultural  shock,  educators 
declare. 

"Young  men  from  puritanical  cultures  (such  as 
those  characterizing  some  Muslim  countries)  often 
suffer  cultural  shock  in  these  strange  situations," 
says  Nicholas  C.  Chriss  of  the  San  Antonio  Daily 
Journal. 

He  quoted  one  student  from  the  Middle  East 
as  saying  that  when  a  scantUy-clad  woman  teacher 
entered  the  classroom  he  "couldn't  concentrate 
and  .  .  .  wanted  to  walk  out." 

A  youthful  Iranian  student  pilot  arrived  at 
Lackland  Air  Force  Base  near  San  Antonio,  placed 
his  coat  on  his  bed  and  returned  a  few  moments 
later  to  find  $120  missing. 

"It  hapi)ens  quite  often  to  our  people  in  this 
country,"  a  Middle  East  haison  officer  commented. 

DE.  HARVEY  COX:   HEALING  POWERS 
HAVE  BEEN   LEFT  TO  PHYSICIANS 

MIAMI  (EP) — ^An  appeal  to  ministers  to  stop 
being  "embarrassed  about  the  healing  power  of 
religion"  was  made  here  by  Dr.  Harvey  Cox. 

Giving  the  medical  profession  a  monopoly  on 
healing  is  a  major  failing  of  organized  (;niurches, 
the  Harvard  University  professor  told  the  annual 
Miami  Clergy  Institute. 

The  author  of  such  popular  books  as  The  Secular 
City  also  criticized  institutional  reUgion  for 
abandoning  "emotion"  worship,  which,  he  said, 
had  been  left  to  Jesus  People,  neo-Oriental  cults 
and  the  Pentecostals. 

Even  physicians  are  studying  spiritual  healing, 
Dr.  Cox  said,  adding  that  churches  should  restore 
emphasis  on  healing  ministries. 

He  suggested  that  the  clergy  could  learn  about 
love  and  emotions  from  young  people  who  have 
rejected  middle-class,  unemotional  congregations. 
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[ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTH  RATE 
IN  U.S.  DOWN  BUT  .  .  . 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)— For  the  third  year 
in  a  row,  the  rate  of  illegitimate  toirths  is  down — 
a  greater  decline  registered  among  blacks  than 
among  whites — according  to  the  National  Center 
for  Health  Statistics. 

However,  that  is  only  part  of  the  story:  Al- 
though the  rate  (measured  by  the  number  of 
births  per  1,000  unmarried  women)  declined,  the 
actual  number  of  illegitimate  births  increased 
about  1  per  cent  in  1973,  the  most  recent  year  for 
which   there  are  records.  The  total  was  473,300. 


LCA  AIDE  WARNS  CHURCH  LEADERS: 
j'NO   QUICK  RECOVERY  FROIVI  RECESSION' 

j  NEW  YORK  (EP)— The  treasurer  of  the  Luth- 
eran Churoh  in  America,  who  is  also  a  vice 
president  of  Mobil  Oil,  does  not  think  the  U.S. 
will  recover  quickly  from  the  current  recession. 

"If  returning  to  normal  means  returning  to  the 
low  recession  rate  of  the  early  1960s,  I  doubt  that 
will  happen  untU  the  end  of  the  century,"  said 
L.  IVIilton  Woods. 

The  U.S.,  he  said,  is  gripped  in  a  recession  that 
is  the  "longest  and  deepest  since  World  War  II 
and  no  upturn   (is)   yet  at  hand." 

Mr.  Woods  was  one  of  15  chief  fuicincial  officers 
of  U.S.  and  Canadian  denominations  who  took 
part  in  a  consultation  here  on  the  effects  of  in- 
flation and  recession  on  various  levels  of  the 
church. 


•BIG  3'  FOR  U.S.  STUDENTS: 
KISSINGER,  JFK,  AND  MEIR 

NORTHBROOK,  lU.  (EP)  High  school  leaders 
in  the  U.S.  have  named  Henry  Kissinger,  Jota  F. 
Kennedy,  and  (3-olda  Meir  as  the  "top  three"  indi- 
viduals w(ho  have  made  the  greatest  contribution 
to  the  world  during  their  lifetime. 

John  F.  Kennedy,  Henry  Kissinger  and  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.  were  voted  as  the  three  individ- 
uals who  made  the  greatest  contributions  to  the 
nation. 

The  pool  was  part  of  the  fifth  annual  national 
opinion  survey  ccaiducted  by  Who's  Who  Among 
High  School  Students  of  Northbrook.  Included  in 
the  survey  sample  were  23,000  high  school  senio'rs 
and  juniors  who  were  among  the  236,000  high 
achievers  featured  in  the  1974  edition  of  Who's 
Who. 


SWEDES  MAY  SWEAR  SANS  BIBLE 

STOCKHOLM  (EP)  —  Witnesses  in  Swedish 
courts  no  longer  wiU  have  to  swear  on  the  Bible, 
if  the  proposal  is  accepted  by  the  government, 
according  to  the  national  Lutheran  Church. 

The  old  tradition  will  be  replaced  by  a  banding 
statement  on  "honor  and  conscience." 

The  reason  for  the  change  is  that  "to  a  greait 
number  of  people  the  placing  of  the  hand  upon 
the  Bible  does  not  mean  very  much  while  those 
people  who  hold  the  Bible  in  honor  feel  they  speak 
the  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth  anjrw-ay." 


3  FILMS  ON  PSALM  33  BY 
GOSPEL  FILMS  RELEASED 

MUSKEGON,  Mich.  (EP)— With  the  release  of 
"He  Restoreth  My  Soul,"  Gospeil  Films,  Inc.,  now 
has  three  movies  dealing  with  the  modem  appli- 
cation of  the  truths  of  the  beautiful  "Shepherd's 
Psalm." 

The  newest  film  tells  the  true  story  of  concert 
singer  Merrill  Womach  of  Spokane,  whose  lace 
and  hands  were  burned  away  in  the  fire  that  fol- 
lowed the  crash  of  his  small  plane. 

The  other  two  films  are:  "In  the  Presence  of 
Mine  Enemies,"  and  "Though  I  Walk  Through 
the  Valley" — all  three  the  work  of  Mel  White  of 
Pasadena,   Calif.,  pastor  and  seminary  professor. 


EVANGELICALS  'SPIRITUALLY 
ECUMENICAL'  BUT  REJECT 
STRUCTURAL  ECUIMENISM'— GLASSER 

SAN  DIEGO  (EP)— Protestant  evangelicals  are 
"spiritually  ecumenical"  but  reject  "structural 
ecumenism"  because  they  believe  it  places  the 
church  ahead  of  Christ,  a  Fuller  Theological  Sem- 
inary professor  told  a  group  of  Roman  Cathohcs 
in  San  Diego. 

Dr.  Arthus  Glasser  took  part  in  a  "denomina- 
tional day  program  for  Roman  Catholics"  during 
the  1975  National  Workshop  on  Christian  Unity. 
His  topic  was  evangelism  and  ecumenism. 

"Fifteen  years  ago  not  a  few  of  my  brethren 
would  have  frowned  on  one  of  their  number  par- 
ticipating in  a  dialogue  of  this  sort,"  said  Dr. 
Glasser,  who  is  dean  of  the  School  of  World  Mis- 
sion at  Fuller,  an  evangelical  seminary  in  Pasa- 
dena, Calif. 

The  segment  of  Protestantism  that  Dr.  Glasser 
represents  is  generally  non-conciUar;  that  is,  it 
does  not  take  part  in  the  organized  ecumenical 
movement  as  represented  by  the  National  and 
World  Councils  of  Churches. 

Dr.  Glasser  said  that  "Conservative  Evangelical" 
is  the  name  given  to  his  branch  of  Protestantism 
and  that  he  and  colleagues  used  the  term  although 
they  do  not  like  it,  preferring  instead  the  single 
word   "evangelical." 

Speaking  of  dialogue  between  Catholics  and 
evangelicals.  Dr.  Glasser  praised  Pope  John  XXIII 
as  "the  most  wonderful  Pope  conservative  Evan- 
gelicals ever  had." 

"The  decisions  of  the  Second  Vatican  Council," 
he  added,  "were  mind-boggling.  They  awakened 
us  from  a  deep  sleep!" 


'WOMEN  OF  FAITH'  YEAR-LONG 
RADIO  FEATURE 

NEW  YORK  (EP)— "Women  of  Faith"  through- 
out American  history  wOl  be  featured  in  an  inter- 
denominationally-sponsored  series  of  radio  pro- 
grams expected  to  begin  this  fall. 

The  five-minute  radio  series  will  continue 
through  the  summer  of  1976,  spanning  the  Inter- 
national Women's  Year  designated  by  the  United 
Nations  and  the  U.S.  Bicentennial. 

One  of  the  women  whose  lives  will  be  featured 
win  be  Mary  Dyer,  a  Quaker  martyr  who  took  a 
strong  stand  for  religious  freedom  in  colonial 
Boston,  knowing  that  it  could  lead  to  her  death 
by  hanging. 
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Fasting::    They    Question   Its   Effectiveness 

FARMERS  SPEAK  OUT  ON  FOOD 
PROBLEMS  AT  LCA  CONFERENCE 

WAVERLY,  Iowa  (EP)  —  A  consultation  of 
farmers  on  world  hunger  said  here  that  U.S. 
farmers  are  willing  to  help  feed  the  needy  but 
tihat  the  added  costs  of  producing  excess  food  must 
be  borne  by  all  citizens. 

The  consultation,  convened  here  by  The  Ameri- 
can Lutheran  Church  and  Wartburg  CoUege,  was 
attended  by  130  farmers  from  13  states  and  a  num- 
ber of  church  leaders,  specialists  in  agriculture, 
and  college  students. 

While  advocating  gradual  changes  in  American 
eating  habits,  the  farmers  were  critical  of  the 
current  emphasis  being  placed  on  fasting  and 
eliminating  meat  as  a  means  of  alleviating  the 
world  hunger  crisis. 

"We  believe  fasting  is  useful  for  raising  a  con- 
sciousness of  hunger  among  many  and  may  help 
us  to  identify  in  a  modest  way  with  the  hungry," 
the  consultation  said  in  a  statement.  "But  we 
question  whether  any  saving  in  food  actually  gets 
to  hungry  people  as  a  result  of  fasting — it  is  cer- 
tainly not  an  automatic  transfer." 


NOTED  WRITERS  HEAD  »IBI  'WRITE 
TO  PUBLISH'  WORKSHOP 

CHICAGO  (EP)— Authors  Joseph  Bayly,  James 
Johnson,  and  James  and  Myma  Grant  wiU  lead 
the  June  9-20  "Write  to  Publish  Workshop"  spon- 
sored for  the  fourth  year  by  Moody  Bible 
Institute. 

The  workshop,  part  of  MBI's  summer  studies 
program  June  2  -  July  11  this  year,  is  designed 
specifically  lor  writers  with  completed  or  in- 
progress  manuscripts.  Les  Stobbe,  editor-in-chief 
of  Moody  Press  and  Jerry  Jenkins,  Moody  Montly 
managing  editor,  will  lead  a  team  of  editors  wlio 
will  work  individually  with  the  workslhop 
participants. 

Other  1975  MBI  Communications  Department 
courses  include:  "Introduction  to  Photography," 
"Developing  an  Audiovisual  Program,"  and  "Radio 
Production  and  Direction." 


RUSSIAN    PRELATE:    CHRISTIANS   SEEK 
TO  BE  'MORE  FAITHFUL'  TO  CHRIST 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)— The  rector  of  I 
Moscow's  Russian  Orthodox  Epiphany  Cathedral 
said  in  the  capital  that  Orthodox  Christians  in  the 
Soviet  Union  are  today  "striving  to  be  more  faith- 
ful to  Christ"  than  was  the  case  before  the  church 
lost  its  official  power. 

Protopresbyter  Vitaly  Borovoy  preached 
English  following  a  vesper  service  at  Washington 
(Episcopall)  Cathedral.  He  was  one  of  18  Soviet 
churchmen  visiting  the  U.S.  at  the  invitation  of  i 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 


ONE  MEXICAN  CHURCH 
CLAIMS  10,000  IN  VBS 

TAPAGHULA,  Mex.  (EP)— First  Baptist  Church 
here  claims  what  may  be  a  world's  record — 10,000  < 
in  Vacation  Bible  School  for  1974. 

"That's  right.  Our  church  enrolled  10,000  chil-  i 
dren  in  VBS  in  1974,"  Joel  Panama  Oritz,  the  pas- 
tor of  First  Baptist  told  Arnie  Washburn  Mc- 
Williams  in  an  interview  for  the  Baptist  Record' 
of  Mississippi. 

The  article  noted  that  the  500-member  church  I 
last  summer  sponsored  53  VBS  sessions.  Schools  i 
were  held  in  homes  with  morning,  afternoon  and 
night  shifts  for  six  weeks.  Some  afternoon  and 
evening  schools  had  departments  for  young  peo- 
ple and  adults. 


MASSACHUSETTS  SENATE  ASKS 
'BILL  OF  RIGHTS'  FOR  UNBORN 

BOSTON  (EP)  —  The  Massachusetts  Senate  i 
adopted  a  resolution  20-9  calling  on  Congress  to^ 
enact  legislation  which  would  amend  the  U.S.  i 
Constitution  to  give  the  unborn  a  "bill  of  rights" 
from  the  moment  of  conception.  The  resolution  i 
is  an  expression  of  the  sentiment  of  the  senators 
and  carries  no  legal  implementation.  Submitted 
by  Sen.  Joseph  B.  Walsh  of  Boston,  the  measure 
asked  Congress  to  present  to  the  states  a  proposed 
constitutional  amendment  declaring  that  "all  men 
are  conceived  and  bom  free  and  equal  and  have 
certain  natural,  essential  and  inalienable  rights.  .  ." 


MARRIAGE  SEEN  AS  POPULAR  AGAIN 

NEW  YORK  (EP)— The  tradition  of  marriage 
is  "in"  again  with  young  people  of  America,  ac- 
cording to  Redbook  Magazine. 

"After  a  decade  of  decline,  attributed  to  growing 
feminism  and  increased  sexual  freedom  .  .  . 
marriage  is  enjoying  renewed  popularity,"  the 
mazazine  noted. 

Living  together  without  wedding  vows,  increas- 
ingly common  in  our  society,  is  definitely  out, 
declares  the  popular  journal. 

"Thousands  of  couples  ...  of  all  ages,  races, 
religion  and  social  and  economic  strata  .  .  .  who 
a  few  years  ago  scorned  the  idea  of  marriage  are 
marrying  today  legally  and  with  ritual',  Redbook 
stated  in  its  February  issue.  "Even  experienced 
marriage  counselors  are  amazed  to  discover  the 
renewed  impulse  to  marry  because  they  had  ex- 
pected the  living-together  trend  of  the  past  years 
(from  1960  to  1970)   to  contmue." 


FACULTY  OF  10  LEAD  MOUNT 
HERMON  WRITERS  CONFERENCE 

MOUNT  HERMON,  Calif.  (EP)— For  the  sixth 
year,  the  Mount  Herman  Association  will  open  its 
scenic  Northern  California  conference  grounds  to 
Christian  writers,  March  24-29. 

A  faculty  of  10  writers,  photographers  and  col- 
lege professors,  besides  representatives  of  book 
publislhers,  will  instruct  the  several  hiindred  ex- 
pected to  enroll. 

The  faculty  includes  Joseph  T.  Bayly,  David 
C.  Cook  Co.;  Dick  Bohrer,  Multnomah  School  of 
the  Bible;  Dr.  Elva  McAUaster,  Greenville  College; 
Norman  Rohrer,  Evangelical  Press  Association; 
and  free  lance  writers  Margaret  Anderson,  Tom 
Frederick,  Alice  Montin,  and  Lee  Roddy. 

Gary  Wall,  Mount  Hermon's  Director  of  Infor- 
mational Services,  is  host  for  the  week  and  direc- 
tor of  seminars  on  "Journalistic  Writing." 
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NEWS  BRIEFS 


I  FEATURE  REPORT: 

THE  PEKIN  REVIVAL  AND 
EVANGELICAi,  COOPERATION 

WHEATON,  HI. — Eight  and  a  hall  weeks  of 
revival  meetings  In  one  community  may  be  some 
kind  of  record,  but  for  evangelicals  who  got  to- 
gether in  Pekin,  Illinois,  it  has  meant  a  starting 
point  which  wiU  affect  witness  in  the  community 
for  years. 

The  Sutera  twins,  most  often  remembered  in 
connection  with  the  "Saskatoon  Revivial"  which 
swept  through  many  Canadian  churches  in  1971- 
72,  originally  were  scheduled  for  a  one-church 
crusade  in  Pekin,  a  town  of  30,000  just  south  of 
Peoria,  at  the  Bible  CSiurch,  January  8-19.  The 
crowds  grew  from  250  to  450,  and  the  meetings 
were  extended. 

On  Saturday,  Feb.  1,  Pastor  Al  Kurz  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  (OBA)  extended  'the  invita- 
tion to  continue  the  crusade  in  his  larger  facil- 
ities. The  invitation  was  accepted  by  Bible  Church 
Pastor  Harold  Pofhoven.  First  Baptist  then  can- 
celed their  125th  Anniversary  Banquet,  among 
other  activities,  and  revival  meetings  continued. 

Crowds  grew  to  as  .many  as  1,000  per  night. 
With  no  let-up  in  sight,  the  Suteras  canceled  cru- 
sades in  Canada  which  had  been  scheduled  for 
two  years,  and  the  fire  spread.  Al  Kurz  reports, 
"As  many  as  eight  dhurches  in  the  area  canceled 
all  meetings  except  their  Sunday  morning  services 
to  encourage  their  people  to  attend." 

Teams  of  lay  people  from  the  Bible  Ohuroh  and 
First  Baptist  have  visited  other  churches  in  the 
area  sharing  what  the  Lord  is  doing  in  their  lives. 
Couples  headed  for  divorce,  relatives  who  hadn't 
spoken  for  years,  the  unchurched,  the  alienated, 
the  bored,  and  the  disinterested  pew  sitter — all 
have  been  affected.  "Almost  every  family  in  my 
church  has  'been  touohed  in  some  way,"  says  Kurz. 

Although  there  were  many  first-time  commit- 
ments, the  large  majority  of  those  crowding  the 
prayer  room  each  night  are  "getting  right  With  the 
Lord,"  says  Pastor  Pothoven. 

"WUl  it  last?"  is  the  question  most  often  asked 
the  Suteras.  Ralph  Sutera  amswered  with  a  ques- 
tion, "Is  revival  a  priority  in  our  lives?  As  people 
hunger  for  more  of  the  Lard's  best  for  them  in 
the  home,  at  work,  in  the  ohurdh — it  cam  only  iget 
'gooder  and  gooder.' " 

After  three  and  a  half  years,  Canadian  churches 
stUl  report  a  continuing  revival,  according  to 
brother  Lou  Sutera.   "Church  machinery  has  to 


stop  for  revival,"  he  says.  "If  it  gets  going  again 
on  the  same  basis  as  before — ^business  as  usual — 
true  revival  has  stopped." 

And  for  evangelicals  in  and  around  Pekin,  some 
working  together  for  the  first  time  in  joint  effort, 
it  doesn't  look  like  church  wiU  ever  be  the  same. 


DENOMINATIONAL  EXECUTIVES  LIST 
REASONS  FOR  CHURCH  GROWTH 

WHEATON,  lU. — At  a  time  when  most  mainline 
denominations  are  reporting  losses  in  member- 
ship nationally  other  more  conservative  denorn- 
inations  recorded  significant  gains,  according  to  a 
report  in  the  sjyring  issue  of  United  Evangelical 
ACTION. 

Executive  heads  of  six  representative  denom- 
inations of  the  National  Association  of  Evangel- 
icals announced  membership  gains  of  from  3.5% 
to  377c  during  last  year. 

In  commenting  on  the  reasons  listed  by  the 
leaders  for  growth  trends  within  their  denom- 
inations, a  concensus  could  be  summed  up  as  a 
person-centered  ministry  or  increased  laity  par- 
ticipation in  evangelism  outreach,  according  to 
ACTION  editor  Tom  Johnston. 

"Our  fastest  growing  churches  are  succeeding 
because  of  an  ambitious  pastor  and  aggressive  lay- 
men who  make  regular  contacts  in  new  homes, 
etc.,"  stated  Dr.  Myron  F.  Boyd,  bishop.  Free 
Methodist  Church.  "We  are  promoting  seminars, 
retreats,  small  groups,  Bible  studies  in  non 
Christian  homes,  radio  and  TV  evangelism,  and 
many  other  means  to  fulfill  the  Great  Co-mmission 
They  are  pvaying  off  in  both  numerical  and  spirit 
ual  growth." 

United  Evangelical  ACTION  is  the  official  publi- 
cation  of  the  National  Association  of  Evangelicals 


NAE  PRESIDENT 
APPEALS  TO  BREZHNEV 

WHEATON,  ni.— In  the  wake  of  reports  of 
increasing  harrassment  and  arrest  of  Christians 
in  the  Soviet  Union,  the  president  of  the  National 
Association  of  Evangelicals  wrote  to  Leonid 
Brezhnev,  appealing  for  just  and  fair  treatment  of 
Christians  in  his  nation. 

"It  is  of  great  importance  to  us,"  the  letter 
stated,  "as  we  hear  of  feUow-believers  being  put 
on  trial,  apparently  because  of  their  faith." 

Pointing  out  that  the  Russian  constitution  pro- 
vides for  religious  freedom,  Dr.  Paul  E.  Toms, 
pastor  of  Park  Street  Church,  Boston,  called  on 
the  Soviet  leader  to  uphold  the  rights  of  Christians 
in  Russia. 

"Evangelical  Christiains  in  America  are  deeply 
concerned"  for  the  plight  and  conditions  of  fellow- 
Christians,  TOims  asserted,  "and  we  do  earnestly 
plead  for  the  observation  of  these  rights  on  their 
behalf." 

In  a  previous  resolution,  the  voting  members 
of  NAE  had  affirmed  their  "moral  and  human- 
itarian concern"  over  the  plight  of  Jews  and 
"other  deprived  religious  groups"  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  The  National  Association  of  Evangelicals 
is  a  voliuitary  organization  whose  membership 
represents  some  60  denominational  affiliations. 
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CHEEP  ADVICE 
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If  you  never  make  a  mlsitake,  you  may  live  and 
die  without  anyone  ever  noticing  you. 

(from  L/Ouisville  Bretiiren  Newsletter) 


Opportunity  knocks  only  once? 

Don't  kid  yourself — Opportunity  doesn't  knock 
at  aU\ 

You  must  understand  the  sig-ns  on  life's  doors 
and  walk  right  in. 

LeTourneau  Now 


Are  you  faced  with  the  problem  of  having  to 
make  tough  decisions  in  your  particular  vocation 
or  occupation?  Don't  fret  about  it.  If  they  were 
easy  decisions  someone  with  less  ability  would 
possibly  'be  doing  your  job. 


There  is  only  one  place  in  which  success  coones 
before  work. 
And  that  is  in  the  dictionary. 

LeTourneau  Now 


A  lie  travels  round  the  world  while  Truth  is 
putting  on  her  boots. 

Charles  H.  Spurgeon 

I  have  been  driven  many  times  to  my  knees  by 
the  overwhelming  conviction  that  I  had  nowhere 
else  to  go.  My  own  wisdom,  and  that  of  all  about 
me,  seemed  insufficient  for  the  day. 

Abraham  Lincoln 


Maybe  only  a  handful  of  our  forefathers  came 
over  on  the  Mayflower  but  we're  all  in  ithe  same 
boat  now. 


No  one  ever  graduates  from  Bible  study  until 
he  meets  its  Author  face  to  face! 

Everett  T.  Harris 


LAPF-A-UHLE 


Skiing  may  tum  out  to  be  the  most  patriotic 
spoirt  in  lOur  country  yet.  The  color  coim'bination 
is  riglht  for  it.  A  red  Ski  suit,  the  white  snow  and 
Blue  Cross. 


By  the  time  you  get  old  enough  not  to  care  what 
people  say  about  you,  nobody  says  anything 
about  you. 


A  customer  had  complained  about  the  freshness 
of  the  bakery's  bread. 

"I  was  making  bread  before  you  were  bom," 
shouted  the  .indignant  baker. 

"Maybe  so,"  said  the  customer,  "but  why  sell 
it  now?" 


Teacher:     Johnny,  name  two  pronouns. 
Johnny:     Who,  me? 
Teacher:     Right. 


"How'd  you  get  mixed  up  with  such  a  loser 
for  a  husband?"  asked  one  woman  of  another 
over  coffee. 

"I  don't  know,"  her  friend  replied.  "I  was  on 
vacation  looking  for  a  husband,  and  he  was  the 
last  resort."  ■ 


"Hello,  is  this  the  Better  Business  Bureau?" 
"Yes," 

"Well,  could  you  rush  down  here  and  make  ours 
a  Mttle  better?" 


Professor:     What  is  the  famine  of  bachelor? 
Student:     Er,  uh  .  .  .  lady-in-waiting? 


College  freshman:  "Say,  what's  the  idea  of 
wearing  my  raincoat?" 

Roommate:  "You  wouldn't  want  yO'Ur  good  suit 
to  get  wet,  would  you?" 


"You  say  this  guy  is  crooked?" 
"Croaked?  He's  so  dishonest  that  even  -the  wool 
he  pulls  over  your  eyes  is  half  cotton." 
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LOST!! 

A  luhole  District  of  Lay^Jien. 

WHEREABOUTS  UNKNOWN 
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MOVING  TO  NEW  ADDRESS? 

Please  notify  us  at  least 
3  weeks  in  advance 


A  district  of  Brethren  Laymen  is  on  the  missing 
"bersons  files  in  Ohio.  Any  person  having  any 
.nformation  on  the  Northeast  Ohio  District  Lay- 

Tien  Organization  is  aslied  to  contact  the  editor      

3f  THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST  or  Mr.  Royce       ^ame  of  Subscriber     (Please  print  or  type) 
CJates,  625  Center  Street,  Apartment  104,  Ashland, 
3hio  44805. 


No.  and  Street,  Apt.,  Suite,  P.O.  Box  or  R.D.  No. 


Post  Office,  State,  and  Zip  Code 


Date  of  Address  Change 


DIRECTORY    UPDATE 


Ashland  CoUege  Trustees 

Indlajia  District Merle  R.  Holden 

(In  place  of  Dr.  Lloyd  Smith) 


Nappanee,  Indiana 


WOODSY  OWL,,  the  anti-poUution  spokesbird  for 
the  U.S.  Forest  Service  says: 

Dispose  of  excess  pesticides  and  their  container 
according  to  instructions  on  the  label. 


We  can  be  thankful  to  a  friend  for  a  few  acres 
or  a  little  money;  and  yet  for  the  freedom  and 
comimand  of  the  whole  earth,  or  for  the  great 
benefits  of  our  being,  our  life,  health  and  reason, 
we  look  upooti  ourselves  as  under  no  obligation. 

— Seneca 


PSC 


WOODSY  OWL  FOR 

NATURAL  BEAUTY! 

We  just  can't  depend  on  ttie  other  guy  to  l<eep  our 
outdoors  beautiful.  It's  up  to  eacti  and  every  one  of 
us  to  prevent  sigtit  pollution  and  to  make  America  a 
better  place  to  live.  For  ways  you  can  tieip,  send  for 
Woodsy  Owl's  anti-pollution  poster.  It's  yours  free 
when  you  write  Woodsy  Owl,  Forest  Service,  U.S.  DA  , 
Washington,  DC.  20250. 

And  remember,  give  a  hoot,  don't  pollute. 
Don't  be  a  dirty  bird,  no  matter  where  you  go. 

W^ ■ 
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NOTES  and  COMMENTS 


The  editorial  in  the  April  19th  issue  of  THE 
BRETHREN  EVANGELIST  quoted  portions  of 
an  article  from  The  Evangelical  Press  Association 
entitled:  "The  Beast".  This  article  carried  a  para- 
graph which  incorrectly  named  MOODY  MONTH- 
LY as  its  source. 


Information    received    from    EP    News    Service'! 
revealed  that  "it  seems  that  a  fictionalized  tabloid 
prepared  by  Dave  Wilkerson  pretending  to  report  j 
on    events    occurring    after    the    rapture    of    the; 
Church  has  been  picked  up  by  some  as  true  re- 
porting    instead     of    fictionalized    material     and 
worked  into  a  variety  of  alarming  reports,  includ- 
ing  that   which   was   submitted  to  EP   by  a  lay* 
Bible  Scholar." 

"MOODY  MONTHLY  wishes  to  cut  the  link  to 
Dr.  James'  article  and  EP  News  Service  regrets 
the  attribution."  Your  editor  also  wishes  to  apolo-i 
gize  for  having  been  caught  unawares  with  per-  ■ 
haps  others  and  having  become  innocently  en- 
tangled somewhat  in  the  web  of  this  particular 
incident. 

I  trust  that  the  rest  of  the  article  was  authentic, 
nevertheless,  fact  or  fiction,  the  issue  still  remains 
that  the  element  of  time  perhaps  being  short  and 
on  the  verge  of  running  out  is  of  utmost  import- 
ance from  our  viewpoint. 
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OTHER'S  DAY 


Mommie  yanked  at  the  shoe  lace,  and  it  broke 
her  hand.  Suddenly  she  hated  everything;  these 
)ld  worn-out  shoes  of  Becky's,  the  little  gray  rolls 
tf  dust  along  the  stair  treads,  the  endless  dishes, 
lie  daily  washing,  the  sense  of  confusion,  every- 
)ody  wanting  something  at  once. 

'it's  just  too  much,"  she  thought,  blinking  back 
-he  tears  of  exasperation  while  tying  the  lace 
:ogether.  "Other  people's  children  have  little 
oatent-leather  silippers  for  Sunday  School  and  not 
ihese  old  brown  things.  Becky  would  look  so  sweet 
n  them." 

"And  other  people  have  houses  that  stay  clean 
Detter.  They  can  go  to  luncheons  and  meetings 
ind  shopping,"  she  told  herself,  remembering  the 
lay  after  day  at  home. 

She  hurried  to  get  the  Sunday  breakfast  on, 
neasuring  out  the  mush  with  practiced  hand. 
Around  and  around  from  stove  to  cupboard  to 
sink.  And  in  and  out  from  kitchen  to  table. 

She  was  reminded  of  the  story  of  the  little  blind 
lonkey  who  went  'round  and  'round  while  the 
i;reat  stones  of  the  temple  were  hoisted  into  place, 
[n  time  people  came  and  marvelled  at  the  mag- 
nificent edifice,  but  no  one  remembered  the  little 
donkey,  who,  following  his  daily  round,  raised 
the  blocks  one  upon  another. 

It  comforted  her  not  a  whit.  "I  don't  want  to  be 
a.  donkey,"  she  told  herself  flatly.  "I  want  to  have 
a  day  all  uncluttered  just  for  once." 

The  table  was  set;  the  mush  turned  down  to 
'warm";  the  bread  was  laid  on  the  rack  waiting 
for  the  'broiler,  and  the  coffee  was  ready  to  perik. 

Mommie  ran  upstairs  to  hurry  the  children 
'along.  "And  here  I'd  love  to  teach  a  Sunday  School 
class  or  lead  a  group  or  something.  AU  I  do  is 
just  these  same  old  things." 

She  thought  of  piUowcases  full  of  ironing;  the 
carton  labelled  "Things  to  be  mended,"  which  only 
grew  more  fuU — never  less.  And  the  piles  of 
eveything  everywhere  to  be  put  away.  .  .  . 

"Everyone  has  a  'baekside-of-the-desert'  experi- 
ence," she  was  reminded,  thinking  of  Moses. 
"Someday  you'U  be  free  .  .  .  too  free,  perhaps." 
Peevishly  she  answered  herself,  "That  may  be 
true.  But  a  person  igets  tired  of  so  much  desert 
aU  of  the  time." 

"Have  I  got  a  clean  shirt,  honey?"  called 
Daddy. 


"It's  right  there  in  front  of  you,  hanging  over 
the  back  of  the  chair,"  Mommie  answered,  won- 
dering at  the  blindness  of  men. 

She  ran  downstairs  and  dished  up  nine  bowls 
of  mush.  The  bottle  was  warm,  and  Jane  took  it 
up  to  Taddie,  wailing  in  his  crib. 

"Other  wamen  go  to  church  and  Sunday  School 
every  Sunday,"  she  told  herself.  .  .  .  "Now  get 
that  pjilish  on  better  than  that,  Jon,  And  where 
is  Joe,  and  why  hasn't  he  finished  his  shoes? 
Becky,  you  and  'Net'  run  right  on  out  of  here! 
Mommie's  in  too  much  of  a  hurry." 

She  pushed  away  the  thought  of  Taddie's  fuzzy 
little  head  snuggled  close  to  her  shoulder;  the 
sight  of  the  four  little  ones  all  in  the  tub  at  once. 
"Yes,  they  are  sweet,"  she  knew.  "But  this  weari- 
ness, this  sense  of  being  driven." 

And  then  they  sat  down  to  breakfast.  Daddy 
read  about  the  alabaster  box  of  precious  ointment 
freely  poured  forth  for  love  of  Christ  (John  12:31. 
It  was  Mary's  greatest  treasure,  but  she  loved  Him 
out  of  a  heart  of  thankfulness. 

The  pent-up  resentment  broke;  the  sense  of 
weariness  dissappeared.  The  fresh  realization  of 
His  love  and  of  His  understanding  seemed  more 
than  Mommie  could  bear.  She  closed  her  eyes, 
hiding  the  tears,  lest  the  children  ask,  "What's 
the  matter,  Mommie?" 

"For  love  of  Him  .  .  .  for  love  of  Him,"  she 
told  herself.  And  the  little  gray  donkey  seemed 
to  have  a  glory  about  him ;  the  desert  'bloomed  with 
beauty  and  with  sweetness. 

From — "Musings  of  a  Mother" 
by  Doris  Coffin  Aldrich 
Used  by  permission  of 
Moody  Press 


MOTHER 

If  they  leam  nothing  else,  I  want  my  boys  to 
learn  to  be  thoughtful  to  their  mother — not  just 
to  love  her,  that's  easy — 'but  to  think  about  spar- 
ing her.  Too  many  boys  grow  up  to  think  of 
mother  as  somebody  to  wait  on  them,  an  attitude 
that  probably  carries  over  When  they  eventually 
marry. 

Rex   Gogerty, 
FARM  JOURNAL 
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BRETHREN   MISSION 


Beginnings  in  Visakhapatnam  area 


The  Visakhapatnam  area  of  the  Brethren  Mis- 
sion was  inaugurated  February  8  at  5:30  P.M.  at 
the  Mission  House,  Madhuranagar,  by  Mr.  S. 
Suryanarayana  Raju,  Minister  of  endowments  and 
also  Dr.  M.  R.  Deen,  M.L.A.,  presided.  Reverend 
K.  Prasantha  Kumar  gave  an  introduction  of 
Brethren  Missions  in  India. 

Mr.  Virgil  Ingraham,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Missionary  Board  of  The  Brethren  Church  said 
that  the  mission  would  serve  the  suffering  hu- 
manity through  its  health  education  and  adult  edu- 
cation programs,  relief  works,  feeding  the  poor 
and  aiding  poor  students. 


Reverend  K.  Prasantha  Ktmiar,  National 

Director,  Brethren  Mission  in  India 

introducing  the  Brethren  Mission  work 

to  people  of  Visakhapatnam. 


Crowded,  tent  with  Hindiis,  MiisUms  and 
Christians  at  inauguration  ceremonies 


Mr.  K.  Vijaya  Kumar  is  the  Area  Director  of 
the  mission  and  received  the  guests. 

The  Minister  said  there  should  be  no  politics 
in  the  organization  as  political  interference  would 
ruin  religious  organizations  and  institutions.  Mr. 
B.  V.  S.  Patrudu,  Mr.  K.  Prasantha  Kumar,  Na- 
tional Director  of  the  mission  spoke. 

It  was  the  first  time  In  Vizag  that  Christians, 
Hindus  and  Muslims  sat  on  the  same  platform 
in   a   Christian   meeting. 

There  were  about  350-400  people  attending  the 
function.  Many  came  by  personal  invitation  and  a 
large  number  of  Christian  leaders  in  Vizag  attend- 
ed. Picture  calendars  depicting  Jesus  Christ  were 
distributed. 
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Plan   of  Advancement   in   Argentina 


In  1975  The  Breth7-en  Church  in  Argen- 
lina  is  launching  a  new  Church  Groivth  plan, 
'hree  of  the  most  experienced  pastors  are 
^.earing  established  churches  and  re-locating 
n  )iew  towns  to  begin  outreach  to  establish 
.leiv  churches.  The  Council  of  Elders  pre- 
sented this  plan  at  the  Argentine  church's 
Pastors  Conference  proposing  advancement 
')>  tluee  different  parts  of  the  country  this 
'ie<n\  They  call  this  a  Plan  of  Advancement 
vnd  the  National  Coordinator  for  the  project 
'i-(/x  elected  from  among  the  well-experienced 
t)usfors.  Pastor  Juan  Arregin  was  elected  and 
<viU  be  the  National  Coordinator  for  two 
'jears. 


Juan  Arregin,  National  Coordinator 
for  Church  Growth  plan 


Excerpt  from  Testigo  Fiel  by  Juan  Arreg"in 


.  You  already  know  about  the  plans  for  the  com- 
mng  year,  and  we  are  included  to  carry  out  a  large 
Iresponsibility.  We  are  praying  that  the  Lord  WiU 
"give  us  the  capacity  throuigh  the  power  O'f  His 
spirit  wor'king  in  full  liberty  among  us;  that  is, 
|that  the  Holy  Spirit  will  fill  and  controi  our  lives. 
For  some  time  now  we  have  been  praying  that  the 
Lord  would  indicate  what  He  would  have  us  to  do, 
because  we  believe  that  our  ministry  was  finishing 
here  and  if  this  is  what  He  was  indicating  to  after- 
ward begin  missionary  work  wherever  He  would 
say,  Praise  the  Lord! 

The  church  here,  isn't  all  that  we  would  desire, 
but  there  is  a  group  of  Brethren  who  are  working, 


giving  of  their  testimony  in  all  places.  That  is,  they 
are  concerned  with  sowing  the  seed  eveywhere 
and  although  we  don't  always  see  the  results  as 
we  would  hope,  we  wait  for  the  Lord  to  work  in 
the  hearts  and  give  His  fruit  in  His  time.  I  con- 
tinue having  the  radio  program  each  day;  that  is, 
Monday  through  Saturday  in  the  morning  and 
Sunday  at  night  and  these  programs  carry  the 
Word  to  all  the  city's  population  and  at  all  levels 
since  it  is  listened  to  in  the  homes,  shops,  factories, 
offices,  stores,  the  clinic  and  doctors'  offices,  hos- 
pital, the  nursing  home  and  schools.  We  could  say 
that  God  has  given  us  a  general  audience  and  the 
results  we  leave  in  His  hands. 


REPORT  OF  THE  1975  ARGENTINE  SPIRITUAL  CONFERENCE 

Translated  from  the  February,  1975  "Testigo  Fiel", 

official  magazine  of  The  Brethren  Church 

in  Argentina. 


More  or  less  we  all  went  to  Soldlni  desiring  to 
hear  messages  that  would  revive  our  faith  and 
renew  our  lives.  However,  it  is  doubtful  that  any- 
one had  calculated  that  this  conference  would  toe 
at  such  a  high  spiritual  level.  In  spite  of  our- 
selves, of  the  slowness  of  some  to  take  part  and 
of  the  last  minute  proWems,  God  poured  an 
unimagined  portion  of  blessing  over  all  of  those  in 
attendance. 

The  central  speaker  of  the  conference,  David 
Sommerville,  was  sent  by  the  Lord  bringing  mes- 
sages and  comments  according  to  the  needs  of  our 
churches.  Each  day  we  had  a  spiriutal  feast  and 
at  the  same  time  we  were  obligted  to  renew  our 
lives  before  the  Lord,  to  'know  that  it  is  of  God  or 


Satan  and  that  there  is  no  intermediate  position. 
He  who  says  he  is  a  Christian  must  demonstrate 
it  through  his  own  life. 

The  participation  by  the  Brethren  who  were 
visiting  us  from  the  United  States  (Ed.  Note:  the 
Laymen's  Work  and  Worship  Tour)  put  the  final 
touch  to  the  conference.  Althouigh  the  language 
problem  did  not  permit  us  to  oomimunicate  freely, 
their  interest  and  love  overflowed  in  such  a  way 
that  it  was  easy  to  feel  the  brotherhood  in  Christ. 

The  messages  which  we  heard  have  left  their 
imprint  on  us.  The  results  of  the  conference:  con- 
versions, dedications  to  the  Lord  and  a  committee 
of  laymen  to  assist  the  churches. 
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TEN  DOLLAR  CLUB  CALL 
FOR  FT.  WAYNE,  INDIANA 


The  ever  growing  mission  outreacii  overseas 
calls  for  a  stronger  home  mission  base.  We  must 
grow,  we  must  have  more  churches  and  more 
Brethren  to  work  for  and  nourish  our  world  mis- 
sion fields. 

We  DO  have  a  NEW  church  at  FT.  WAYNE, 
INDIANA!  We  have  a  fine  growing  work  and 
increasing  membership  there.  This  Ft.  Wayne, 
Indiana  Church  has  re-located  and  taken  a  new 
name — no  longer  to  be  known  as  Crestwood  Breth- 
ren Church.  The  Ten  Dollar  Club  Call,  Number 
37  for  the  period  January  through  June,  1975  has 
been  designated  for  Meadow  Crest  Brethren 
Church.  We  might  say  that  this  is  both  a  second 
call  and  a  re-location  call. 


Exterior  of  Meadow  Crest 
Brethren  Church 


The  Ft.  Wayne  Church  became  more  than  a 
dream  in  1968  when  the  first  group  of  Brethren 
met  in  the  home  of  Richard  Troup.  As  they  grew, 
they  found  meeting  space  in  a  Mall  Auditorium  on 
the  north  edge  of  Fort  Wayne.  Later  they  pur- 
chased a  seven-year  old  house  for  church  and 
Sunday  school  facilities.  It  wasn't  long  until  they 
outgrew  the  cramped  quarters  and  began  looking 
for  a  new  location. 

The  Indiana  District  and  the  Ft.  Wayne  congrega- 
tion have  purchased  a  seven  acre  site  with  church 
and  parsonage  in  St.  Joe  Township,  the  fastest 
growing  in  the  State  of  Indiana  and  seventh  fast- 
est in  the  nation.  They  are  located  at  8840  St.  Joe 
Road  and  now  are  called  the  Meadow  Crest 
Brethren  Church. 

The  Ten  Dollar  Club  continues  to  be  a  fine  help- 
ing hand  to  home  mission  churches  in  the  be- 
ginning stage  and  to  date  has  been  helpful  in 
establishing  18  new  churches  within  the  denom- 
ination and  assisted  seven  with  a  second  call  and 
eight  churches  in  re-location.  Let  us  stand  behind 
church  extension  with  our  continued  support  to 
the  Ten  Dollar  Club!! 


Interior  of  church  at  time  of  purchase 


If  you  are  not  a  member  of  the  Ten  DoUar 
Club  and  would  be  interested  in  helping  our  denom- 
ination grow  through  building  new  congregations 
across  the  States,  just  send  your  initial  ten  dollars 
to  the  Missionary  Board  of  The  Brethren  Church, 
530  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio  44805  and  let 
us  know  that  you  are  interested  in  becoming  a 
member.  You  will  receive  notices  each  time  a  new 
church  is  designated  for  a  CaU,  never  having  more 
than  two  calls  per  year.  You  are  only  obligated  to 
pay  as  you  have  the  means  and  feel  the  obligation 
to  assist  younger  churches  stand  on  their  feet. 
Some  churches  have  initiated  plans  to  promote 
the  Ten  Dollar  Club  program  in  their  local  con- 
gregation. Including  receiving  and  transmitting 
payments  and  follow-up.  Others  have  delegated  a 
committee  with  responsibility  for  increasing  mem- 
bership and  participation  in  each  call.  We  badly 
need  more  members  as  building  costs  continue  to 
increase;  we  can  each  have  a  little  portion  in 
building  these  new  churches! ! 


Interior  with  Ft.  Wayne  congregation 
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TEN  DOLLAR  CLUB  FUNDS  RE-DIRECTED 


f  It  all  started  almost  ten  years  ago  when  the 
'  Missionary  Board  delegated  board  members  to 
study  the  Florida  area  for  locating  an  additional 
(or  third  church i  in  the  State  of  Florida.  The  place 
was  picked — Golden  Gate  near  Naples,  Florida.  It 
is  a  planned  city  and  we  were  able  to  secure  one 
I  of  the  allotted  church  sites  which  looked  most 
promising. 

Unfortunately,  the  projected  growth  of  Golden 
I  Gate  was  not  realized,  due  to  various  stages  of 
re-development  and  delays.  While  waiting  for 
developments  at  Golden  Gate,  we  actually  had  a 
body  of  people  in  Bradenton  interested  in  starting 
a  Brethren  Church.  Therefore,  we  felt  led  by  the 
Lord  to  re-focus  our  interest  in  this  area  of  Florida, 
and  contemplated  transferring  our  resources  to 
Bradenton  from  Golden  Gate,  (Naples)  Florida. 
When  the  Naples  property  was  sold,  we  felt  this 


was  the  leading  of  the  Lord  then  to  divert  our 
home  mission  facilities  to  Bradenton.  Therefore, 
the  funds  received  for  the  Naples  Ten  Dollar 
Club  Call  were  transferred  to  Bradenton,  Florida 
as  their  second  Call. 

Members  of  the  Church  Growth  Commission  of 
the  Missionary  Board  were  all  in  Florida  on  vaca- 
tion or  business  earlier  this  year  and  worked  on 
the  revision  of  Guidelines  for  pastors  of  home 
mission  churches  and  their  church  reporting.  At 
that  time  the  men  met  at  the  Bradenton  property 
church  site  and  in  prayer  dedicated  the  ground 
to  the  Lord's  work. 


Sign  at  Bradenton  Brethren  Church  Site 


Dedication  prayer  at  Bradeyiton  site.  Left 

to  right:  Woodrow  Immel,  President  of 

the  Missionary  Board,  Donald  Roivser, 

Arden  Gilmer,  C.  A.  Stewart,  Russell 

Gordon  and  J.  D.  Hamel.  Photo  by 

J.  D.  Rowsey  also  with  g^-ouj). 


BRETHREN  HOUSE  BEAT 


M     THE  BEST  WAY  TO  TEACH 

P  Diagnosing  —  Designing  —  Doing 

Five-year-old  Cindy  and  I  were  looking  at  a 
picture  of  The  Last  Supper  sho-wing  Jesus  wash- 
ing the  disciples'  feet. 

"What  is  Jesus  doing?"  I  asked.  Cindy  looked 
blank.  Of  course,  this  is  not  a  usual  scene  in  to- 
day's world. 

"Show  me  the  pitcher,  Cindy,"  I  directed.  All  I 
saw  in  response  was  a  confused  stare.  "Show  me 
the  pitcher,"  I  repeated. 

Slowly  she  looked  over  at  the  taJble  beside  us 
and  picked  up  a  miscellaneous  picture.  She  didn't 
know  the  word  "pitcher."  How  much  we  take  for 
granted  when  we  work  with  preschoolers. 

"Oh,"  I  said.  "I  see  what's  the  problem.  Come 
with  me." 

Then  I  led  her  to  the  kitchen  where  we  found 
3  pitchers.  Letting  her  choose  one,  I  suggested  that 
she  fill  it  with  water.  Then  I  found  a  basin  and 
had  her  make  several  trips  to  the  kitchen  to  fill 
the  pitcher  with  water,  empty  it  into  the  basin, 
and  return  for  more.  When  she  had  the  basin  over 


half  full,  we  asked  Bonnie  to  get  us  a  towel  and 
I  washed  Cindy's  feet — just  as  Jesus  had  done 
for  his  disciples  on  that  last  night  with  them  be- 
fore the  Crucifixion. 

After  I  had  washed  Cindy's  feet,  she  in  turn 
washed  her  sister's  feet.  Then  her  sister  washed 
Karen's  feet. 

At  the  close  of  the  hour  when  we  were  review- 
ing our  morning  in  worship,  I  asked  the  question, 
"What  did  Jesus  do  during  Holy  Week?" 

"Washed  their  feet,"  came  the  quick  reply  from 
Karen,   only  a  four-year-old. 

We  learn  what  we  do,  and  many  times  we  need 
to  experience  soimething  in  order  to  cement  a  con- 
cept. Now  Cindy  knows  the  diJiference  between  a 
pitcher  and  a  picture,  even  though  she  pronounces 
both  the  same.  And  now  several  of  our  younig  ones 
better  understand  Jesus'  actions  in  the  Upper 
Room  that  night. 

FIRST  came  diagnosing  the  problem  (isolat- 
ing a  particular  need ) ;  THEN  designing  a 
remedy  (prescription);  and  FINALLY  the 
doing  of  it   (involvement). 

— Jean 
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Inspirational  for  June 

THE   FAITH    THAT   SAVES 
James    2:14-26 


Just  what  do  we  mean  by  the  "faith  that  saves"? 
Some  folks  say  that  you  are  saved  by  faith,  period! 
But  I  believe  that  we  need  to  describe  or  define 
the  kind  of  faith  that  brings  salvation.  This  is 
what  James  is  telling  us  aJbout  in  the  last  heilf  of 
the  second  chapter. 

This  particular  portion  of  the  book  of  James 
has  caused  much  controversy  down  throu.gh  the 
years.  Martin  Luther  did  not  think  too  much  of 
it,  because  he  thought  that  it  contradicted  his 
favorite  doctrine  of  salvation  by  grace  through 
faith  apart  from  works.  However,  I  think  that  if 
we  look  at  the  thoughts  set  forth  in  this  entire 
passage,  and  don't  take  one  or  two  particular 
verses  out  of  context,  we  can  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  there  is  no  contradiction  between 
Jame's  writings  here  and  Paul's  writings  con- 
cerning salvation.  I  am  referring  especially  to 
Ephesians  2:8,  9,  where  Paul  writes,  "For  by  grace 
are  ye  saved  through  faith;  and  that  not  of  your- 
selves: it  is  the  gift  of  God:  Not  of  works,  lest  any 
man  should  boast". 

Paul  only  denies  works  as  the  root  of  salvation. 
He  is  not  writing  about  Christian  conduct  as  such, 
but  about  the  way  to  become  a  Christian.  On  the 
other  hand,  James  is  not  denying  faith  as  the 
way  of  salvation,  but  he  stresses  that  works  wili 
issue  from  a  faith  that  is  genuine.  Paul  also 
assigns  an  important  place  to  works  as  the  out- 
come of  salvation  in  such  passages  as  Titus  1:16; 
3:8;  and  I  Timothy  6:18.  D.  A.  Hayes  writes  in 
"The  International  Standard  Bible  EncyclO'j)edia" : 

"Paul  is  looking  at  the  root;  James  is  looking 
at  the  fruit.  Paul  is  talking  about  the  beginning 
of  the  Christian  life;  James  is  talking  about  its 
continuance  and  consummation.  With  Paul,  the 
works  he  renounces  precede  faith  and  are  dead 
works.  With  James,  the  faith  he  denounces  is 
apart  from  works  and  is  dead  faith".  I  believe  that 
this  quotation  from  Mr.  Hayes  gives  a  good  com- 
parison of  the  two  writers. 

So  you  see,  there  is  really  no  contradiction  aibout 
how  we  are  saved.  James  implies  plainly  that  we 
are  not  saved  by  the  kind  of  faith  that  doesn't 
produce  good  works,  but  he  still  makes  it  clear 
that  salvation  is  by  faith,  or  by  believing,  (v.  23) 
In  Ephesians  2:10,  Paul  writes  that  God  wants 
good  works  to  follow  our  being  saved. 


The 
Laymen's 
Meeting 

by  J.   Perry   Dee+er 


What  are  some  of  these  good  deeds,  or  good 
works,  to  which  we  are  referring?  I'm  sure  that 
you  can  think  of,  or  mention,  many  examples. 
Let's  not  limit  our  thinking  only  to  "spiritual" 
activities  such  as  church  attendance,  Bible  read- 
ing, praying,  working  in  the  church,  and  the  like. 
These  are  aU  necessary  good  works,  but  there  are 
many  common,  every  day  things  that  we  can  do 
in  performing  good  deeds.  Some  examples  of 
these  are:  visiting  the  sick  and  lonely,  being  kind 
and  helpful  wherever  there  is  a  need,  being  honest 
and  trustworthy,  paying  our  bUls,  controlling  our 
temper  and  our  tongue,  and  many  other  things 
that  might  come  to  your  mind. 

Now  I  am  sure  that  we  all  know  people  who  are 
"good"  and  do  many  of  the  good  works  mentioned  | 
above.    They    may    be   kind,    generous,   and   good 
neighbors  who  would  give  you  the  "shirt  off  their  i| 
back",  but  they  do  not  even  profess  to  have  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ.  Some  would  insist  that  such  peo- 
ple, no  matter  what  their  beliefs,  or  lack  of  them, 
are   acceptable  to   God.  This  simply  is  not  true. 
To  be  acceptable  to  God   (to  be  saved),  one  must  I 
accept    Jesus   Christ   as   his   personal   Savior,   by  t 
faith,  and  commit  his  life  to  Him.  "Our  righteous- 
nesses are  as  filthy  rags".  (Isaiah  64:6) 

In  verses  15-17,  James  gives  us  an  example  of 
the  kind  of  faith  that  is  dead.  Here  he  tells  us 
that  if  we  know  of  someone  who  is  in  need  of 
food  and  clothing,  and  all  we  do  is  say  to  this 
person,  "Well,  good-bye  and  God  bless  you;  stay 
warm  and  eat  hearty,"  and  then  don't  give  him 
clothes  or  food,  what  good  does  that  do?  (The 
Living  Bible)  If  we  are  genuine  Christians,  who 
have  the  kind  of  faith  that  saves,  we  will  do  more 
than  just  wish  someone  well;  we  wUl  do  whatever 
is  necessary  to  help  that  person. 

A  person  who  has  trusted  Christ  as  'his  personal 
Sin-bearer  becomes,  through  that  trust,  a  mem- 
ber of  God's  family.  The  Holy  Spirit  comes  to  live 
in  that  person's  heart.  The  Spirit's  presence  there 
creates  in  the  believer  the  desire  to  do  good  works, 
not  in  order  to  be  saved,  but  because  he  has  been 
saved  and  now  wants  to  abide  by  God's  will,  which 
includes  right  living  and  loving  concern  for  his 
fellow  man. 

This  is  one  difference  between  a  Christian  and 
a  merely  religious  person.  The  Holy  Spirit  dwell- 
ing in  the  Christian  causes  him  to  want  to  do 
what  he  migiht  otherwise  feel  'that  he  ought  to  do. 
The  Christian  performs  good  deeds  'because  he 
wants  to  please  God,  while  the  righteous  person 
does  good  because  he  thinks  he  ought  to,  or  be- 
cause he  thinks  that  by  so  doing,  he  can  earn 
acceptance  with  God. 

Salvation  is  to  be  had  only  through  faith,  and 
good  deeds  have  nothing  to  do  with  one's  becom- 
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ing  a  Christian.  Unfortunately,  some  people  abuse 
this  fact.  They  figure  that  since  salvation  is  theirs 
by  faith,  their  conduct  does  not  matter,  and  they 
may  do  as  'they  please.  They  feel  that  they  are 
sure  of  heaven  because  they  '"beUeve"  the  right 
doctrines.  But  James  says  in  verse  18,  "Show  me 
your  faith  without  the  works,  and  I  will  show 
you  my  faitih  by  my  works".  Merely  saying  that 
;one  has  faith  is  not  very  convincing.  One's  deeds 
or  works  must  confirm  his  words.  These  good 
deeds,  if  not  performed  in  an  effort  to  earn  salva- 
tion, then  become  valid  evidence  of  genuine  faith, 
or  the  faith  that  saves. 

If  a  person's  "faith"  is  only  intellectual  belief, 
consisting  only  in  his  beUeving  the  facts  of  the 
Gospel  record,  it  is  not  apt  to  have  much  effect 
on  how  that  person  acts.  It  must  go  beyond  merely 
believing.  It  must  be  a  personal  commitment  of 
one's  life  to  Christ.  Most  automobile  drivers  be- 
lieve in  careful  driving,  yet  many  people  are  in- 
volved in  accidents  because  of  their  careless  driv- 
ing. But  after  a  driver  has  been  involved  in  several 
accidents,  or  has  been  arrested  for  driving  vio- 
lations and  is  in  danger  of  losing  his  driver's 
license  or  'his  insurance,  then  his  beUef  in  careful 
driving  will  become  more  meaningful.  It  wUl  cause 
him  to  exercise  extreme  caution  whenever  he 
;drives. 

j  James  emphasizes  in  verse  19  'that  "only  beUev- 
jing"  is  not  enough.  He  says  that  even  the  devils 
believe,  but  they  tremble.  Why  do  they  tremble? 
Simply  because  ;they  know  that  they  wUl  not 
escape  judgment,  because  they  merely  acknow- 
ledge God's  truths.  They  know  that  they  are  lost 
;because  they  have  not  responded  to  these  truths 
by  putting  their  personal  trust  in  this  "belief". 

What  does  tihe  absence  of  good  works  indicate 


in  the  person  who  professes  to  be  a  Christian  but 
displays  no  evidence  of  it?  It  may  be  that  this  per- 
son is  a  backslider — a  Christian  out  of  fellowship 
with  God.  He  is  not  letting  the  Holy  Spirit  work 
in  and  through  him.  Another  condition  could  be 
that  this  person  is  not  truly  saved,  has  not  had  a 
born  again  experience,  never  really  having  received 
Christ  as  his  Savior.  When  a  person's  relationship 
with  God  is  what  it  should  be,  the  good  works 
wDl  come  naturally,  not  by  self-effort. 

James  gives  us  two  Old  Testament  examples  of 
living  faith  in  verses  21-26.  He  refers  to  the  episode 
in  Abraham's  life  Which  is  recorded  in  Genesis  22. 
Because  of  his  great  faith,  Abraham  O'beyed  God's 
command  to  take  his  only  son,  Isaac,  up  to  a 
mountaintop,  to  sacrifice  him  on  the  altar.  God 
was  not  testing  Abraham's  faith,  for  He  knew 
in  advance  what  Abraham  would  do.  Of  course, 
God  did  not  let  Abraham  sacrifice  Isaac.  The  fact 
that  he  was  willing  to  make  this  supreme  sacrifice 
demonstrated  how  co-mpletely  he  trusted  God.  His 
faith  was  made  perfect,  (v.  22)  Abraham's  works 
justified  him,  but  only  because  they  were  prompt- 
ed by  faith. 

Likewise,  Rahab  was  justified  by  works,  when 
she  showed  her  faith  by  helping  the  IsraeUte  spies. 
Her  actions,  or  works,  justified  her  in  the  eyes  of 
men  and  demonstrated  that  her  faith  was  not  a 
mere  verbal  profession. 

In  closing  this  study  from  the  seco-nd  chapter 
of  James,  let  each  one  of  us  ask  ourselves  the 
following  question:  "If  I  were  arrested  for  be'ing 
a  Christian,  would  there  be  enough  evidence  to 
convict  me"?  If  we  truly  have  the  "faith  that 
saves",  then  the  works  that  come  naturally  as  a 
result  of  this  living  faith,  shoiild  be  evidence 
aplenty  to  convict  us  in  amy  court  in  'the  land. 


ARGENTINE  LAYMEN'S  ORGANIZATION 


During  the  time  of  the  Work  and  Worsihip 
Tour  in  Argentina,  Jim  Payne,  President  of  the 
National  Laymen's  Organization  met  with  the 
lay  people  and  the  Argentine  Church  has  now 
established  a  Laymen's  Organization. 


/^m  Payne,  President  of  The  National 
Layman's  Organization  of  The  Brethren 
Church  assisted  by  Jtian  Carlos  Miranda 
as  interpreter  is  shoivn  addressing  laymen 
and  boys  in  Argentina  describing  the  activ- 
ities of  the  laymen  in  the  United  States  arid 
presenting  a  challenge  to  be  "laymen  of 
obedience"  as  Joseph  in  the  New  Testament. 

Folloiving  this  assembly  the  Argentina 
Laymen  organized  a  group  of  their  otvn  offi- 
cially and  made  preliminary  plans  for  future 
planning  of  projects. 

Officers  of  the  Argentine  Laymen's  Organ- 
ization are  :  Carlos  Ruescas,  President;  Paul 
Moreno,  Vice  President;  Christibal  Kein- 
luald.  Treasurer;  Bill  Winters,  Secretary; 
Jose  Oscar  Rivero,  Assistant  Secretary. 


Photograph  depicts  scene  on  lawn  at  Eden 

Bible  Institute  during  the  1975 

February  Spiritual  Conference. 
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WORLD  RELIEF  REPORT 


by  Phil  Lersch,  Chairman? 
Brethren  World  Relief  Board. 


A  DETROIT  FILMMAKER'S  DIARY  OF  DESPAIR 

(Part  5  of  5) 

DOCUMENTING  THE  DROUGHT  AND 
DEATH  IN  AFRICA: 


{During  Christmas  vacation  in  1973  John 
Holmstrom  and  Bill  Baker  of  the  Ford  Motor 
Co.  traveled  to  Upper  Volta  and  Niger,  two 
African  countries  caught  in  the  grip  of  a  six- 
year-long  drought.  The  purpose  was  to  make 
a  film  depicting  tragic  consequences — hun- 
ger, malnutrition,  starvation — of  the  unpre- 
cedented dry  spell. 

The  film  ivas  u^ed  by  the  World  Relief 
Commission  to  produce  the  movie  shown  at 
General  Conference  last  year  —  "Africa: 
Dry  Edge  of  Disaster."  It  is  still  available 
for  showing  in  local  Brethren  Churches  at 
no  charge.  Write:  World  Relief  Commission, 
Box  UU,  Valley  Forge,  Pa.  19481.  Following 
is  part  5  of  Mr.  Holstrom's  diary. 1 


December  31,  1973 

We  return  to  Lazaret  to  film  the  milk  distribu- 
tion by  the  Swiss  Red  Cross.  Two  French  women 
and  an  African  man  supervise.  The  man  calls  out 
the  name  of  each  tribal  chief  and  he  is  resiponslbJe 
for  getting  'the  children  lined  up  and  ready  for 
their  turn. 

The  children  form  two  lines  in  front  oif  the  tent. 
Further  away,  groups  of  children  cluster  in  the 
dust  waiting  their  turn.  A  variety  of  tin  cans, 
pots,  and  ^gourds  are  clutched  by  each  chiUd  as  they 
come  through  the  lines.  While  awaiting  the  start 
of  the  milk  distribution,  I  film  an  incredible  pan- 
aramic  View  otf  hundreds  of  nomads  slowly  walking 
from  the  camp,  through  the  dust  and  heat,  toward 
the  tent.  The  naked  children  and  adults  in  long 
rdbes,  muted  by  the  distance,  sun  and  haze  present 
a  powerful  image  in  my  camera. 

I  also  see  Rahamed  again.  But  she  isn't  part  of 
the  group  walking  toward  the  milk  tent.  Her  frail 
little  body  is  curled  up  under  a  ragged  blanket  on 
a  pallet  carried  by  four  men.  She  is  being  brought 
to  the  disperiiseiry,  a  crowded,  fly-inifested  building 


that  has  no  doctor.  Later  I  see  her  hunched  over 
the  ground,  relieving  herself  while  her  father] 
leans  over  her,  one  hand  resting  gently  on  her 
Shoulder.  Ten  yards  behind  Rahamed,  squats  ai 
woman,  her  veil  shading  her  eye  as  she  bends  her  j 
head,  coughing  as  she  spits  out  the  blood  from:! 
her  lungs.  j 

During  the  mUk  distribution  I  film  a  naked  littlel 
girl,  three  or  four  years  of  age,  infected  eyes 
crawling  with  flies.  She  is  standing  expectantly 
in  line,  her  face  mirroring  the  confusion  and 
despair  of  the  hungry  and  coughing  ohUdren  all 
around  her.  Her  little  body  tenses  as  she  approach- 
es the  head  of  the  line,  and  then  falters  as  the. 
woman  handing  out  the  milk  turns  to  get  a  newv 
container  from  which  to  dip  the  milk.  As  that  min-i 
ute  or  so  passes  the  child  freezes  in  fear  and  a 
foot  or  so  away  from  her  I  agonize  for  this  fragllei 
piece  of  humanity  suspended  momentarily  be-i 
tween  hunger  and  nulk.  I  choke  and  turn  again  ij 
from  my  camera.  Ashamed  for  my  emotions  butj 
more  ashamed  for  a  world  that  allows  this  tO' 
happen. 

Behind  the  tent,  100  yards  or  so,  is  a  series  of 
mounds,  perhaps  a  150  or  200.  These  simple 
mounds  are  the  graves  of  the  refugees  that  do 
not  survive.  The  Six-year  drought,  the  blowing 
desert,  the  dry  wells,  and  the  lack  of  help  and 
(future  planning,  leads  to  this  final  resting  place- 
for  the  nomads.  How  many  people  I  fUmed,  I 
wonder,  will  end  up  here? 

New  Year's  Eve  is  spent  at  a  missionary  get- 
together  in  Niamey.  There  are  laughing  kids,- 
games,  and  sermons  'but  my  appearance  is  brief.' 
The  missionaries,  well  aware  of  the  enormity  ai' 
Africa's  problems,  nevertheless  have  to  lead  lives 
as  normal  as  possible,  and  a  New  Year's  party  isi 
one  way.  But  I  find  most  of  the  talk  relates  tol 
the  drought,  its  effects,  and  what  can  be  done, 
to  help.  I  have  grown  to  respect  and  deeply  admire 
the  missionaries  I  have  met  and  traveled  with.i 
Their  quiet  strength  and  genuine  love  of  their  j 
calling  and  the  Africans  impresses  me  deeply. 
There  is  a  purity  and  a  simplicity  to  their  lives  | 
missing  m  many  of  ours.  The  business  world  as] 
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well  as  the  world  of  ckiema  often  gets  caught 
up  With  petty  pursuits  and  egos  that  gradually 
can  cloud  one's  real  purpose  or  aims.  As  the  trip 
draws  to  a  close,  Bill  and  I  agree  that  we  gained 
(much  more  than  we  gave  in  terms  off  a  human 
icxperience. 

Januaxy  1,  1974 

The  day  Is  spent  in  the  Niamey  bazaars  pur- 
chasing and  haggling  over  African  knives,  jewelry, 
and  carvings  that  we  scoop  up  for  friends  and 
relatives. 

January  2,  1974 

We  fly  to  Abidjan  in  Ivory  Coast.  We  wait  12 
hours  for  our  flight  from  Abidjan  to  New  York 
so  Pan  Am  puts  us  up  in  a  hotel.  It  is  huge,  flossy, 
and  expensive  and  fuU  of  French  tourists.  We  all 
sit  on  a  terrace  overlooking  a  swimmiing  pool 
abounding  with  flat-stomached  French  women  in 
minute  bikinis.  Music  drifts  through  the  shaded 


heat  and  we  aU  think  about  the  scenes,  only  hours 
behind,  that  contrast  so  with  our  present 
environment. 

January  3,  1974 

Fifteen  hours  later,  after  several  stops  in  Africa, 
landing  in  New  York  City  and  change  of  plemes, 
we  arrive  in  snow-covered  Detroit. 

As  the  plane  taxies  to  the  terminal,  my  mind  is 
full  of  Africa,  the  missionaries,  witch  doctors,  the 
nomads,  but  I  think  I  will  never  forget  little 
Bahamed  and  the  thousands  of  other  little  chil- 
dren like  her  who  sit  by  their  pathetic  little  huts, 
waiting  for  help.  I  hope  it  arrives  in  time. 

In  a  world  consumed  with  materials,  pleasures, 
trips  to  the  moon,  and  Watergate,  it  only  seems 
fair  that  the  people  of  the  desert,  who  demand 
nothing  from  others  and  want  only  to  resiune 
their  old  nomadic  ways,  somehow  can  be  allowed 
life.  I  hope  and  pray  that  it  shall  be  so. 


VIETNAMES   CHRISTIANS   SUFFER 
OEATH  AND  PERSECUTION 

LOS  ANGELES,  Calif.  —  In  a  special  press 
conference  here  today,  it  was  reported  by  officials 
of  the  Christian  Missionary  Alliance  and  NAE's 
World  Relief  Commission  that,  aside  from  the 
unknown  fate  of  missing  American  missionaries, 
at  least  five  national  Vietnamese  pastors  have 
now  been  executed  by  North  Vietnamese  forces. 
"As  word  trickles  south  fro^m  refugees",  said  Dr. 
Nathan  Bailey,  president  of  CMA,  "We  hear  that 
pastors  and  community  leaders  are  being  puto- 
licaUy  shot  as  an  example  of  future  action  against 
those  who  they  feel  could  influence  the  public  in 
opposition  to  the  atheistic  and  political  control 
of  occupying  forces." 

Field  director  for  the  WRC,  Stuart  WHlcuts, 
reported  that  refugees  told  him  in  Vietnam  before 
he  leift,  that  they  were  fleeing  from  the  potential 
bloodbath  which  would  occur  in  each  local  com- 
munity of  those  who  had  had  any  degree  of  con- 
tact with  Americans  or  who  occupied  leadership 
positions.  "The  fate  of  the  Christian  church  is 
very  uncertain",  he  said,  and  "there  is  need  for  a 
great  deal  of  prayer  for  the  safety  of  National 
pastors  and  their  families,  especially  those  who 
have  purposely  remained  to  O'ffer  spiritual  help 
and  guidance  to  their  fellow  countrymen  in  these 
days   of   tremendous   damger  and   upheaval. 
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1975    SUMMER    CRUSADERS   AND 
INTERNS   ITINERARY 


Pastoral  Interns 

Mr.  Bruce  Ronk 
c/o  Rev.  John  Byler 
5930  Nella  Ave.  NW. 
Canton,  OH    44720 

Mr.  Lynn  Mercer 
c/o  Rev.  Clarence  Stoigsdill 
115  North  Bryant  Ave. 
Tucson,  AZ     85711 


Missionary  Interns 

Miss  Jan  Glenn  and  Miss  Bev  Blough 
c/o  Mr.  Kenneth  L.  Solomon 
Apartado  Aereo  055171 
Medellin,  Colombia 
South  America 
Nursing  Care  Interns 

Miss  Nona  Kesketh  and  Miss  Nola  Nye 
c/o  Mr.  Gene  Geaslen 
Rt.  2,  Box  97 
Flora,  IN     46929 


June  22-28 
June  29  -  July  5 
July  6-12 
July    13-19 
July  20-26 
July  27  -  Aug.  2 
Aug.  3-9 


June  22-29 
June  29  ■  July  6 
July  6-13 
July  13-20 
July  20-27 
July  27  -  Aug.  3 
Aug.  3-10 


Arlzonar-West 

Jim  Miller,  Randy  Myers 
Debbie  Barber,  Linda 
Waters 

Tempe,  AZ 

Tucson,  AZ 

Tucson,  AZ 

Arizona  Brethren  Camp 

Arizona  Brethren  Camp 

Arizona  Brethren  Camp 

Gretna,  OH 


Midwest 

Wayne  Grumbling,  Jon 
Barber,  Robin  Rentzel, 
Becky  Hamilton 

FaUs  City,  NB 
Cheyenne,  WY 
Cheyenne,  WY 
Camp  Wyandotte,  KS 
Camp  Wyandotte,  KS 
Fort  Scott,  KS 
Smithville,  OH 


East 

Joan  Holsinger,  Jerri 
Briggs,  Donna  Shank, 
Boibbi  Miller 

North  Liberty,  IN 
North  Liberty,  IN 
County  Line,  IN 
Muncie,  IN 
Tiosa,  IN 
Pittsburgh,  PA 


New  Creation 

Ken  Hunn,  Jeff  Lentz,  Mark  Baker,  Jim  Black, 
Tom  Keplinger,  Kerry  Scott,  Nancy  Ronk,  Susie 
Keslar,  Cathy  Comfort,  Becky  Grumbling,  Debra 
Michael,  Deborah  Munson 

Ardmore,  IN 
Goshen,  IN 
Winding  Waters,  IN 
North  Manchester,  IN 
Gratis,  OH 
Washington,  D.C. 
Hagerstown,  MD 


(Send  mail  in  care  of  local  Brethren  pastor  or  of  camp.) 

Arizona  Brethren  Camp 
c/o  Rev.  Clarence  Stog-sdill 


Camp  Wyandotte 
11300  Leavenworth  Rd. 


Piper,  Ks    66074 


115  North  Bryant  Ave. 
Tucson,  AZ    85711 
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PERSONNEL  CHANGE 


Miss  Reibecca  Hamilton  of  West  Alexandria, 
Ohio  has  toeen  selected  to  serve  as  a  Summer  Cru- 
sader with  the  Midwest  Educational  unit.  Becky 
iwill  be  a  senior  at  Montgomery  County  Joint 
jVocational  School  where  she  has  entered  the  med- 
ical record  field.  She  has  been  active  in  her  local 
^church  school  and  BYC.  Becky  replaces  Cheryl 
Straub  who  was  unable  to  serve. 


Rebecca  Hamilton 


THE  NAME  OF  THE  GAME: 
COMMUNICATION 

The  gist  of  The  Great  Commission  (Matthew 
28:18-20)  is  the  urgency  of  effective  Christian 
ooonmunication.  If  'the  church's  pnincipal  task  is 
'■iniakLag  disciples",  the  process  of  communication 
miust  be  'both  efficient  ajid  effective.  For  genera- 
tions the  old  axiom  "a  picture  is  worth  a  thousand 
words"  has  been  widely  accepted.  Nonetheless,  the 
church  has  been  slow  to  put  this  principle  into 
practice.  Perhaps  we  haven't  known  "how  to  do 
it"  or  where  to  get  useaible  resources  and  ideas 
to  use  in  church  school. 

We  are  pleased  to  aainiounce  'the  three  day 
MEDIA  MINISTRIES  SEMINAR  emphasizing  the 
basics  in  the  utilization  of  audio  visuals  for  'the 
local  ohunch.  Sponsored  -by  Ken  Anderson  FUms, 
the  seminar  will  be  held  at  Winona  Lake,  Indiana, 
June  17-19,  1975.  In  his  initial  notioe  on  the  sem- 
inar. Ken  Anderson  promises  to  ".  .  .  get  rig'ht 
down  to  the  nitty  gritty  otf  the  use  of  media.  Our 
target  is  to  provide  alert  pastors  and  (congrega- 
tional leaders  with  factual  information  and  furiiC- 
tional  knoWThow.  We  will  avoid  mere  academies 
and  theory." 


From  first-hand  experience,  we  reoom'mend  the 
MEDIA  MINISTRIES  SEMINAR  for  pas-tors  or 
lay  people.  Registration  fee:  $25.00.  For  informa- 
tion write: 

Ken  Anderson  Films 

P.O.  Box  68 

Winona  LaJke,  IN    46590 


AUDIO  VISUAL  GUIDE  UPDATE 

A  supplement  to  the  BCE's  Audio  Visual  Guide 
has  'been  mailed  to  known  holders  of  the  A-V 
Guide.  If  your  copy  has  not  yet  arrived,  please 
notify  the  BCE  Office. 


TEACHER  TRAINING  AND 
INSTRUCTIONAL  RESOURCES 

The  resources  and  materials  from  Evangelical 
Teacher  Training  Assodidtion  (Box  327,  Wheaton, 
IL  60187)  are  excellant.  ETTA  has  developed  sev- 
eral 'Of  their  training  courses  and  a  set  of  Bible 
Survey  maps.  They  also  have  some  cassettes  and 
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leadersWip  training  materials.  Arrangements  are 
being  made  to  send  pastors  and  superintendents 
descriptive  literature  on  the  ETTA  resources. 


CREATIVE  BIBLE  TEACHING 

The  Creative  Bible  Teaching  course  designed  by 
the  Training  Commission  of  the  BCE  has  been 
well  received.  Plan  to  include  CBT  in  your  teacher 
training  program  in  1975.  Contact  BCE  office  for 
details  on  the  course. 


ICL:  BEST  IN  THE  WEST  .  .  . 


films,  teamed  with  appropriate  printed  material 
is  programmed  to  lead  participants  into  a  pattern 
of  Christian  growth.  SCL  is  not  designed  for  use 
in  the  church  school  hour — ^due  to  time  restric- 
tions. 

The  ten  sessions  are  entitled:  (1)  Your  Potential 
Lifestyle,  (2)  Discover  Yourself,  (3)  Who  Owns 
You?,  (4)  The  Bible  Is  God's  Contract,  (5)  Know- 
ing and  Doing  God's  Will,  (6)  Call  Your  Enemy 
By  Name,  (7)  Keep  Your  Piety  a  Secret,  (8)  Dis 
cover  Your  World,  (9)  The  "You  Hapj>en"  Prin- 
ciple,   (10)    Exploring   Your  Horizons. 

We  believe  the  SCL  seminar  holds  great  promise 
for  maturing  Christian  adults.  Plan  now  to 
schedule  the  free  preview  film  (c/o  A-V  Dept., 
BCE). 


.  .  .  east,  north,  south!  Registrations  are  coming 
in  for  the  International  Center  for  Learning  Sem- 
inar scheduled  for  August  11  and  12,  1975.  This  is 
not  the  run-of-the-mill  garden  variety  "Sunday 
School"  workshop!  It  is  a  field-tested  reliable 
teacher  preparation  program.  Designed  to  provide 
teachers  with  both  the  "why"  and  "how  to"  aspects 
of  teaching.  ICL  goes  on  to  give  participants  the 
opportunity  to  engage  in  on -the- job-training  and 
to  learn  from  other  teachers. 

The  ICL  Seminar  will  never  be  available  at  a 
more  reasonable  price.  You'll  never  get  more  for 
your  training  doUar. 

NOTE:  For  those  with  children,  a  baby  sitting 
service  is  being  planned.  If  possible,  it  will  be  to 
the  parent's  advantage  not  to  bring  young  chil- 
dren. Details  later. 


CLAP  YOUR  HANDS 

A  useful  resource  for  the  summer  ministry  is 
the  1975  Summer  Bible  Ministries  Program  Plan- 
ner from  Gospel  Lig'ht  (lOS  pages,  $1.45).  Con- 
taining nine  general  articles,  tips  for  workers 
with  every  age  level,  ideas  for  worship  programs, 
and  foUow-up  ideas.  The  SBM  Program  Planner  is 
a  valuable  VBS  resource. 


GROW 

A  new  (1974)  ibook  which  can  help  our  church 
schools  is  entiled  simply  GROW:  YOUR  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  CAN  GROW,  by  Lowell  E.  Brown  and 
Bobbi  Reed  (Regal,  $2.25).  It  contains  quideUnes 
(or  building  a  better  church  school  in  eleven  easy- 
to-read  well  illustrated  chapters.  Specific  sugges- 
tions and  realistic  ideas  are  offered  to  adminis- 
trators and  fvastors. 


SUCCESSFUL  CHRISTIAN  LIVING 

Through  a  special  arrangement  with  Ken  Ander- 
son Films,  The  BOE  is  now  able  to  offer  the  in- 
church  seminar,  SUCCESSFUL  CHRISTIAN  LIV- 
ING to  Brethren  Churches.  SCL  is  not  just  a  film 
rental  nor  is  it  available  in  sections.  It  is  a  moti- 
vational seminal  designed  to  get  Christians  to 
think  like  Christians.  A  series  of  ten  discussion 


FOR  YOUTH  GROUPS 

DO  IT!  Books  are  an  inexpensive  way  to  secure 

contemporary  resources  for  BYC  groups.  Proigram 
books  contain  three  months  of  meeting  sugges- 
tions, plus  helps  for  sponsors  and  plans  for  social 
activities.  Titles  are  as  follows: 

1.  DO  IT!  RESOURCES  FOR  SENIOR  HIGH 
YOUTH  GROUPS— VOLUME  1 

2.  DO  IT!   RESOURCES  FOR  YOUTH 
GROUPS— VOLUME  2     (especially  for 
young  teens) 

3.  DO  IT!   CREATIVE  BIBLE  STUDIES 
FOR  YOUTH— VOLUME  3 

4.  DO  IT!   RESOURCES  FOR  TIEEN  YOUTH 
GROUPS— VOLUME  4 

5.  SKITS,  PLAYS,  AND  PROJECTS  FOR 
YOUTH  MINISTRIES 

6.  RESOURCES  FOR  YOUTH  MINI-CAMPS 

7.  BRIGHT  ONES!  Creative  Idea®  for 
Youth  Ministry 

8.  DO  IT!  PROGRAMS  FOR  JUNIORS- 
BOOK  1 

Order  from  the  BCE,  $4.95  each. 


NOW  WHAT? 

Chuck  Miller  has  developed  an  attractive  do-it- 
yourself  study  manual  for  the  young  p)erson  who 
becomes  a  Christian.  Entitled,  Now  That  I'm  A 
Christian,  the  book  deals  with  questions  like 
"Where  do  I  go  from  here?"  How  do  I  grow  in 
my  new  Hfe  with  Christ?"  "What  are  my 
priorities?" 

The  emphasis  is  on  basic  Bible  study  for  the 
new  Christian.  He  details  for  you  the  basic  steps 
to  Christian  growth.  An  excellent  resource  for 
new   Christians    (Gospel  Light,   Regal,  $1.95). 


B.C.M.W. 

Recently  every  pastor  received  a  complimentary 
copy  of  the  Brethren  Church  Membership  Work- 
book by  Rev.  Smith  Rose.  It  is  a  useful  tool  for 
use  with  youth  in  the  church  or  at  camp.  Order 
from  the  BCE  (cost  $.35  each). 
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ASHLAND  THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY 

offers 

A  Unique  Tour  to  Europe  and  the  Middle  East 
July  7-28.  1975 

In  Greece:     Thessaloniki,  Philippi,  Athens, 
Corinth; 

In  Egypt:     Cairo,  Luxor; 

In  Jordan:     Amman,  Jerash,  Pella; 

In  Israel:     Jerusalem  and  from  Dan  to 
Beer  Sheba; 

In  Turkey:     Izmir,  Ephesus,  Hierapolis, 
Pergamum,  Thyatira 

In  Rome:     Roman  and  Imperial  Forums, 
Collosseum,  Vatican,  Sistine 
Chapel,  etc. 

Price  from  New  York,  $1525.00 

For  information   write  to — 

Dean   Joseph    R.   Shultz,   or 
Professor   Louis   F.   Gough 

Ashland   Theological   Seminary,   Ashland,   Ohio  44805 
Tel.    (419)    289-4074 
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Memorials 


SECHBIST 

Ruth  Sechrist,  70,  passed  away  March  6,  1975. 
Surviving  are  her  husband  Jessie,  and  two  sons, 
one  daughter.  She  was  a  member  of  First  Breth- 
ren, Nappanee.  Services  were  held  at  the  church 
by  Pastor  Alvin  Shifflett. 

*     *     * 

LAMB 

Charlotte  Lamb,  51  graduated  from  this  life  on 
March  27,  1975.  Memorial  services  were  held  in 
the  Yoder  Funeral  Home,  Nappanee.  Charlotte  is 
survived  by  her  mother,  Nina  Lamb.  She  was  a 
member  of  First  Brethren,  Nappanee.  Pastor 
Alvin  Shifflett  officiated. 


KENTNEK 

Mr.  Morris  Kentner,  49,  of  South  Bend,  Indiana 
went  home  to  be  with  the  Lord,  AprU  6,  1975.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Ardmore  Brethren  Church. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Beulah,  a  son  and  a 
daughter.  Services  were  officiated  by  Rev.  Brian 
Moore,  pastor. 

TKEZISE 

Mrs.  Ruby  Trezise,  80,  of  South  Bend,  Indiana 
went  home  to  be  with  the  Lord  on  March  20,  1975. 
She  was  an  active  member  of  the  Ardmore 
Brethren  Church  and  the  W.M.S.  II.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  four  daughters,  one  son,  14  grandchildren 
and  2  great-grandsons.  She  was  the  grandmother 
of  Rev.  Russell  Gordon,  pastor  of  the  Bradenton, 
Florida  Brethren  Church.  Services  were  held  in 
the  Ardmore  Brethren  Church  with  pastor,  Brian 
Moore  offieiatmg. 

LOGAN 

Brother  C.  Worth  Logan  of  Harrisonburg,  Vir- 
ginia, went  to  be  With  the  Lord  on  March  25,  1975, 
following  a  brief  iUness. 

The  husband  of  Mrs.  Ellen  Heckman  Logan; 
he  was  bom  in  the  Harrisonburg  area  June  30, 
1912,  and  was  a  life-long  resident.  He  was  a  re- 
tired plastering  contractor  and  faithful  to  the 
churcih  in  trusteeship  and  maintainence. 

Two  sons  remain:  Patrick  W.  and  Donald  H., 
and  three  grandchildren. 

Memorial  services  were  conducted  by  Ed. 
Schwartz,  pastor  and  Rev.  C.  Y.  Gilmer  of  Mathias 
Brethren   Church. 

ROSE 

Harvey  Rose,  81,  a  burn  victim  passed  away  at 
Elkhart  General  Hospital  on  January  21,  1975.  His 
Wife  preceded  him  in  death.  He  leaves  a  daughter 
and  two  sons.  He  was  a  member  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church,  Nappanee.  Services  were  held 
in  the  Nappanee  Church.  Alvin  Shifflett,  officiated. 


REED-ZENT 

On  March  29,  1975,  Miss  Linda  Reed,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  McDaniel  of  Muncie, 
and  Doctor  Don  P.  Zent,  M.D.,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Zent,  Roanoke,  Indiana,  were  married  in 
the  Robert  Zent  home  at  Roanoke.  Rev.  Paul  D. 
Tirikel,  his  former  pastor,  officiated  at  the 
wedding. 

Linda  attended  Ball  State  University  and  has 
been  employed  as  a  Surgical  Secretary  at  Ball 
Memorial  Hospital  in  Muncie.  Doctor  Zent  was 
an  active  member  of  Brethren  Youth  where  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Roanoke  Brethren  Church. 


MEMBERSHIP  GROWTH 

Sarasota,  Florida — 2  by  baptism 
Mexico,  Indiana — 4  by  baptism 
Nappanee,  Indiana — 3  by  baptism 
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MAUS 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Maus,  iformerly  of  the  Twelve 
Mile,  Indiana  area,  died  at  the  Brethren's  Home 
at  Flora  on  March  17,  1975.  She  was  bom  March 
4,  1884,  near  Twelve  Mile  to  Marion  and  Emma 
Dalzell  Krider.  She  was  married  to  Gilbert  L. 
Maus  on  December  24,  1905  by  Elder  Irvin  Fisher. 
She  and  her  husband  heard  the  call  to  the  Gospel 
ministry  and  enrolled  In  Ashland  College  where 
they  both  graduated  in  the  same  course  in  1912. 
They  served  the  Brethren  Churches  at  Dallas 
Center,  (Iowa),  Bryan,  (Ohio),  Peru,  Roann, 
Nappanee,  North  Liberty,  Denver,  Tiosa,  Ardmore 
and  their  final  pastorate  in  the  home  church  at 
Corinth  near  Twelve  Mile,  Indiana.  She  was  an 
active  worker  in  the  Woman's  Missio^nary  Society 
and  Sisterhood  of  Mary  and  Martha  for  many 
years  and  was  a  member  of  the  Cormth  WMS  at 
her  death.  Rev.  Maus  retired  in  1951  and  he  and 
Mrs.  Maus  lived  near  Twelve  Mile  until  Ms  death 
in  1959.  Mrs.  Maus  imoved  to  the  Brethren  Home 
in  June,  1967. 

Funeral  Services  were  held  at  the  McCain 
Funeral  home  near  Denver  on  March  19  with  Rev. 
Clarence  Kindley  and  Rev.  G.  Bright  Hanna  offi- 
ciating. Interment  was  in  Greenlawn  Cemetery, 
Mexico.  Survivors  are  two  nieces,  Mrs.  Emma 
Lee  Staller,  Mrs.  Marilou  Smith  and  one  nephew, 
W.  Clifford  Wray,  Jr.,  13  great  nieces  and  nephews 
and  1  great-great  nephew.  Her  sister,  Martha 
Wray,  preceded  her  in  death  In  1972. 


> 


CHURCH 
NEWS 


On  Sunday  evening,  March  2  eleven  persons 
(ifive  couples  and  one  young  man)  were  baptized. 
Each  couple  entered  the  bapistry  together  and 
were  Ibaptized  in  turn.  Each  couple  had  hands 
laid  on  them  simultaneously  for  the  confirmation 
service.  According  to  present  ,p(lans  6  young  people 
from  the  Bryan  Church  preparing  for  (full  time 
Christian  service  will  tbe  receiving  iCollege  train- 
ing during  the  next  sdhocl  year. 


p 
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Signal  Lights 

Bible  Theme: 

Friends 

Mission  Project: 

Radio    Program   and    Literature   for  Spanish 
Speaking   Americans 

Signal  Lights  Program  for  June 


by  ALBERTA  HOLSINGER 


Bible  Story:     The  Story  of  a  Good  Friend 


(This  is  a  story  you  may  have  in  flannelgraph 
form.  Lf  so  use  it  in  telling  the  story.) 

One  day  a  man  was  walking  down  the  lonely 
road  from  Jerusalem  to  Jericho.  Suddenly  two 
robbers  jumped  out  from  behind  the  rocks.  They 
beat  him  until  he  fell  to  the  ground  badly  hurt. 
Then  the  thieves  took  the  man's  money  and  even 
his  clothes. 

After  awhile  another  man  came  down  the  road 
from  Jerusalem.  "Help  me!"  cried  the  injured 
one. 

But  the  man  hurried  on. 

Later  a  second  man  came  down  the  road.  "Help 
me,"   begged  the  wounded  one  again. 

This  man  stopped  and  looked  at  him.  Then  he, 
too,  hurried  on. 

By  and  by  a  third  man  came  down  the  road. 
He  was  riding  on  a  donkey. 

"No  use  asking  him  to  help,"  thoug'ht  the  man 
who  had  been  beaten.  "He's  from  another  coun- 
try. He's  a  Samaritan.  Our  countries  aren't  friend- 
ly. He  won't  help  me." 


The  Samaritan  stopped  his  donkey  and  got  off.  I 
He  put  medicine  on  the  man's  cuts.  He  bandaged 
them.  Then  he  put  the  man  on  his  dotnkey  and 
led  it  to  an  inn   (which  is  similar  to  a  motel). 

Carefully  he  helped  the  man  to  a  room  and  put 
him  to  bed.  Then  he  said  to  the  innkeeper,  "Here 
is  some  money.  Use  it  to  take  care  of  the  man.  J£ 
it  costs  more  I  will  pay  you  the  rest  when  I 
return." 

The  innkeeper  was  surprised.  "I  didn't  know 
you  Samaritans  and  Jews  were  friends,"  he  said. 

The  injured  man  was  thinking  about  this  also. 
"Two  men  from  my  own  country  passed  'by  with- 
out helping  me,  ibut  this  stranger  froitn  Samaria 
has  been  my  friend." 

—Based  on  L/uke  10:30-37 

Memory  verse:     Isaiah  41:6 

A  friend  is  one  who  helps  others.  Our  memory  ( 
verse  reminds  us  of  this. 

"They  helped  every  one  his  neighbor;  and  every  < 
one  said  to  his  brother.  Be  of  good  courage. 


Mission  Story:     Bible  School  at  Tubac 


GabrieUa  Romo  is  eight  years  old.  She  lives  with 
her  mother  and  her  little  brother  Juan.  They  live 
in  Tubac,  Arizona. 

Tubac  is  a  small  village  about  45  miles  from 
Tucson.  Most  of  the  people  are  Mexican-Americans. 

One  summer  evening  Rev.  Curtis  knocked  at  the 
door  of  GabrieUa's  home.  Her  mother  opened  the 
door. 

"Good  evening,"  greeted  Rev.  Curtis  in  Spanish. 

"Good  evening,"  replied  Mrs.  Romo. 

"I'm  from  the  Brethren  Church  in  Tucson,"  Rev. 
Curtis  continued.  "We  want  to  have  Bible  School 
for  the  children  of  Tubac.  Do  you  have  children? 

Mrs.  Romo  nodded. 

"Our  Bible  school  will  begin  tomorrow.  May 
your  children  come?" 


"There's  not  much  for  children  to  do  here,"  said 
Mrs.  Romo.  "They  may  come." 

The  next  day  Gabriella,  Juan  and  twenty-four  i 
other  children  went  to  the  Bible  school.  They  heard  I 
stories  about  Jesus.  They  learned  songs  and  scrip-  1 
ture  verses.  They  made  things  to  take  home. 

For  two  weeks  they  had  happy  times  together. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  Bible  school  Rev.  Curtis 
said,  "If  you  want  to  accept  Jesus  as  your  Savior 
raise  your  hand." 

Twenty  hands  went  up.  GabrieUa's  hand  was 
one  of  them. 

The  end  of  Bible  school  was  not  the  end  of  their 
happy  times  together.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ourtis  stiill  I 
go  to  Tubac.  They  go  one  day  eadh  week.  The  • 
children   are  happy  to  see  them.  They  want  to  ■ 
hear   the   Bible   stories.   They  want   to  sing  and 
pray.  They  are  learning  to  know  and  love  Jesus. 
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CHURCH  GROWTH  report  from 
PLEASANT  VIEW,  VANDERGRIFT 

by  Arden  Gilmer,  pastor 

Comparison  of  1973-1974  statistics: 

In  1974,  25  new  members  were  received,  with  a 
inet  gain  of  12  for  the  year.  There  was  an  %',V 
lincreaise  in  "responsible"  members  from  157  in 
1973  to  169  in  1974. 

There  w£is  a  6%  increase  in  average  Sunday 
morning  worship  attendcince  from  157  ui  1973  to 
1,166  in  1974. 

I     There  was  1009c  increase  in  public  professions 
of  faith,  -from  13  in  1973  to  26  in  1974. 

There  was  a  566%  increase  in  the  number  of 
baptisms,  from  6  in  1973  to  34  in  1974. 

Laymen  of  the  ohurrih,  as  a  result  of  the  imple- 
mentation of  the  Laymen  Alive  training,  made 
:  approximately  200  evangelistic  calls  in  the  homes 
of  prospects.  This  is  the  largest  single  factor  con- 
tributing to  the  growth  that  has  taken  place. 
Approximately  20  Of  our  daymen  are  now  trained 
to  share  thedr  ifaith  in  a  vigorous,  clear,  and  effec- 
tive (way. 

Now,  let's  talk  about  the  first  three  months  of 
1975.  Our  average  morning  warship  attendance 
for  each  of  these  months  has  surpassed  the  aver- 
age of  'the  sajme  mohth  of  a  year  ago.  Our  average 
attendance  for  the  first  three  months  ocE  1975  was 
182  icompared  to  166  ifor  the  first  three  months  of 
1974.  The  month  of  March  was  a  fantastic  month 
as  we  completely  broke  all  previous  attendance 
records.  Goal  setting  was  used  for  Pahn  Sunday 
and  Easter  Sunday  attendance.  We  set  a  goal  of 
220  for  Pahn  Sunday,  tout  it  was  completely  sur- 
passed as  we  had  267  in  attendance.  (That  was 
better  than  our  Easter  attendance  of  the  pirevious 
year — ^245) .  Our  Easter  Sunday  goal  for  attendance 
was  270.  That  >goal  too  was  overwhelmingly  sur- 
passed as  we  had  301  in  attendance  for  Easter 
1975. 

We  are  faithfully  continuing  the  Layman  Alive 
training,  and  are  now  to  the  place  where  we  need 
to  train  new  people  in  the  use  of  the  Laymen  Alive 
tools  and  methods  of  sharing  their  faith.  We  are 
also  completing  a  Church  Growth  study,  using 
"How  to  Grow  a  Church"  hook  and  workbook. 
About  20  people  have  'been  involved  in  this  study. 
God  is  richly  Messiing,  and  we  praise  Him.  As 
ipastor  I  ipralse  iGod  for  laymen  who  are  teach- 
able, open  to  God's  Word,  to  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
who  are  ready  to  move  out  in  a  positive  way  for 
the  Lord  and  the  salviation  of  souls. 


GOALS  FOR  CHURCHWORK 
DERBY.  KANSAS 

by  George  Solomon,  pastor 

WE  want  a  church  that  is  big  enough  to  reach 
around  the  world  in  need ;  but  have  I  true  mission- 
ary spirit  and  concern?  WE  want  a  church  that  is 
growing  in  numlbers  and  evangelistic  zeal;  tout 
have  I  led  anyone  to  Christ  this  past  year?  WE 
want  a  church  that  is  successful  in  its  program; 
but  do  I  throw  my  life  into  the  work  without  re- 
luctance or  reservation?  WE  want  a  church  where 
the  services  are  warmly  enthusiastic;  but  am  I  in 
my  place  ait  both  the  morning  and  evening 
services? 

WE  w£mt  a  church  which  is  able  to  surround 
us  With  spiritual  jKwver;  but  how  o[£ten  am  I 
found  in  the  prayer  service?  WE  want  a  church 
that  reaches  our  youth  and  leads  them  in  God's 
path;  tout  do  I  help  make  this  leadership  possible 
by  my  own  loyalty?  WE  want  a  church  w'hich 
commands  the  respect  of  ^the  communiity;  but  do 
I  help  make  this  possible  by  the  caliber  of  my 
life?  WE  want  a  church  which  can  spend  its  time 
ministering  the  Gospel  rather  than  raising  money? 
But  do  I  make  this  possible  by  tithing  regularly 
and  cheerfully? 

In  short,  WE  want  a  church  which  can  answer 
the  problems;  but  can  my  church  do  'this  unless  I 
am  a  part  of  the  answer,  rather  than  part  of  the 
problem? 


A  GREAT  MONTH 

WAYNE  HEIGHTS 

by  Henry  Bates,  pastor 

The  month  of  March  was  one  of  the  finest  we 
have  had,  attendance-wise,  for  several  years! 
Church  Growth  is  becoming  a  reality  at  Wayne 
Heights!  The  average  Sunday  School  Attendance 
was  95.5,  an  increase  of  13.5  over  last  March.  Morn- 
ing Worship  service  showed  an  average  of  90,  as 
compared  with  72  in  1974.  Evening  Service  average 
was  52  and  mid-week  average  attendance  was  38, 
as  compared  with  averages  of  39  and  21  for  the 
same  services  last  March.  Let  us  all  do  every- 
thing that  we  can  to  keep  things  movir^g  onward 
and  upward!!!!! 
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GIVE  THEM  TO  EAT! 

Luke  9:10-17 


William  Walk  and  his  ivife,  Sluwon,  are 
presently  in  training  for  missionary  service 
under  Missionary  Internship,  Farmington, 
Michigan.  He  had  been  pastor  at  the  Gratis, 
Ohio,  Brethren  Church  for  five  years 
previously. 


by  William  Walk 


You  are  well  aware  that  the  basic  fabric  of  our 
society  is  being  torn  to  shreds.  Moral  conduct  is 
at  a  low  ebb,  with  domestic  and  political  tensions 
at  an  aU  time  high.  Dishonesty,  hatred  and  bitter- 
ness are  so  common  that  we  tend  to  accept  them 
as  normal.  Moral  and  spiritual  hunger  is  acute. 
People  are  looking  for  an  answer  to  their  hunger 
and  are  groping  openly  for  God. 

Does  the  Brethren  Church  have  a  strategy  for 
this  dark  hour?  Is  there  a  way  to  reach  and  heal 
the  linfection  that  threatens  human  and  spiritual 
life?  Is  there  a  workable,  transferable  way  to  help 
people  turn  back  to  God  in  our  day?  "Church 
Growth,  let  it  happen"  is  our  conference  theme 
for  this  year,  is  there  a  way  to  make  this  happen? 

The  Biblical  setting  of  Luke  9:10-17  is  very 
familiar,  but  let  us  review  it  so  that  Christ's 
pattern  of  evangelism  wiU  become  more  obvious. 
Jesus  and  his  disciples  had  been  followed  far  out 
of  the  nearest  town  by  a  massive  multitude.  Eve- 
ning had  come,  and  the  people  were  very  hungry. 
The  disciples  became  very  anxious  and  asked 
Jesus  to  send  the  multitude  away,  since  there  was 
no  apparent  way  to  feed  theim  there  in  the  desert. 

But  Jesus  had  compassion  on  the  people  (Matt. 
14:14)  and  insisted  that  the  dioiples  must  feed 
the  multitude  and  told  them  to  make  the  arrange- 


Jesus  took  a  small  resource 
of  bread  and  fish  and  made 
it  multiply  miraculously  un- 
til it  fed  all  who  were  hun- 
gry. We  too,  must  give  God 
what  we  have  .  .  .  and  noth- 
ing less. 


ments  for  the  feeding.  The  events  that  took  place 
provide  excellent  insight  into  the  method  Christ 
set  forth  for  satisfying  the  need  for  spiritual  bread  l[ 
in  the  hungry  heart. 

First,  the  disciples  had  to  get  a  correct  vision  i| 
of  the  true  need.  These  men  were  typical  human 
beings,  much  like  you  and  me.  When  they  saw 
the  huge  crowd  who  were  hungry  and  in  need 
of  food,  they  were  afraid.  They  decided  that  the 
problem  was  the  huge  crowd,  and  they  insisted 
that  the  only  solution  was  to  send  them  away. 
Many  of  our  Churches  make  a  similar  mistake 
today.  We  assume  the  problem  to  be  the  people. 
They  are  either  the  wrong  class,  race  or  cultural 
level.  They  come  to  us  in  so  great  a  number  and 
with  sucli  complex  problems  that  we  become 
afraid.  Sometimes  we  are  so  offended  by  the  cul- 
tural appearance  or  manners  of  those  who  are 
spiritually  starved  that  we  ignore  their  hunger 
and  seek  ways  to  get  them  to  go  away.  In  the 
past  we  have  developed  innumerable  ways  to  get 
rid  of  people.  Instead  of  seeing  them  in  their  des- 
perate plight  and  offering  God's  bread  as  a  solu- 
tion, we  react  as  did  the  disciples,  and  put  out  a 
"no  vacancy"  sign.  We  may  not  say  it  verbally, 
but  we  communicate  "Go  elsewhere,  we  can't 
meet  your  needs." 

But  Jesus  refused  to  let  the  disciples  get  away 
with  such  cruelty.  He  insisted  they  take  a  second 
look  at  the  need.  They  responded,  but  again  thear 
vision  was  clouded.  This  time  they  came  to  the 
conclusion  the  problem  was  not  the  people,  it  was 
the  place.  They  were  in  a  desert,  and  you  can't 
expect  people  to  be  fed  in  such  a  location.  We 
often  come  to  similar  conclusions  today.  We  try 
to  feed  hungry  people  in  inadequate  buildings 
with  crowded  rooms  in  an  undesirable  neighbar- 
hood.  It  is  so  easy  to  decide  we  can't  do  anythmg 
until  we  have  better  surroundings  and  better  facil- 
ities. In  the  meantime,  while  we  wish  and  wait 
for  better  things,  the  huingry  go  unfed  and  tum- 
ible  into  hell. 

We  must  stop  driving  people  away  and  stop 
running  from  desert  places,  refusing  to  feed  the 
hungry  until  ideal  circumstances  are  found. 
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:  Jesus  'had  the  disciples  iocus  their  vision  again, 
md  finally  they  saw  the  real  need.  They  looked 
aeyond  their  own  shortcomings  and  inadequacies, 
aeyond  the  huge  multitude  and  beyond  the  desert 
place  and  saw  the  gnawing  hunger  of  the  people. 
I  beUeve  that  when  we  correct  our  vision  and 
reaUy  see  the  hunger  of  the  people  for  God  as  the 
major  need  of  the  hour,  we'll  find  a  way  to  feed 
them.  When  we  are  really  convinced  that  people 
'will  go  to  heU  without  Christ,  we'll  work  to  fUl 
that  need. 

A  friend  of  mine  once  said,  "While  I  was  a 
pastor  in  Kingsport,  Term.,  a  tragic  explosion 
ripped  through  a  building  in  a  chemical  plant. 
Sixteen  men  lay  dead,  and  more  than  one  hundred 
iwere  injured.  The  city  rose  to  meet  the  crisis 
limmediately.  I  had  never  served  in  an  emergency 
iroom  in  my  Ufe,  ibut  a  doctor  handed  me  a  bottle 
of  alcohol  and  some  gauze  pads  and  told  me  to 
clean  up  a  man  with  a  mangled  arm.  I  had  no 
Itlme  to  lose  my  stomach,  plead  ignorance,  or  claim 
to  be  too  busy.  The  need  was  acute  and  had  to 
be  met."  So  it  was  with  the  disciples  and  the 
ihungry  mob.  When  they  finally  saw  What  the 
itrue  need  was,  they  responded  with  zealous 
I  commitment. 

We  must  look  beyond  our  excuses  for  neglecting 
'the  feeding  of  those  who  need  Christ's  bread  so 
desperately.  Jesus  has  demanded  that  we  feed 
that  hungry  throng:  "Give  ye  them  to  eat!"  Do 
you  see  the  need  where  you  are? 

Second,  Jesus  org-anized  the  effort. 

iHave  the  people  sit  down  on  the  grass  in  groups 
of  fifty."  Only  by  such  a  systematic  approach 
oould  those  far  back  in  the  crowd  hope  to  get  fed. 
,  Anyone  who  accuses  the  Brethren  Church  of  over- 
I  organization  lin  our  evangehsm  outreach  is  surely 
mis^informed.  There  may  be  places  of  over-organ- 
ization elsewhere,  but  not  in  evangelism.  If  we 
are  to  meet  the  needs  of  starving  multitudes  in 
our  neighborhoods,  we  'must  know  who  they  are 
and  where  they  are.  The  feeding  works  'best  when. 
it  is  systematic. 

First,  we  need  a  sensibly  organized  message. 
How  well  do  you  understand  the  basic  Gospel  of 
Christ?  Can  you  intelhgently  communicate  it  to 
someone  who  is  hungry  to  know  Christ  as  Savior? 
If  someone  stopped  you  and  asked  you  how  to 
become  a  Christian,  co-uld  you  teU  them,  or  would 
you  have  to  direct  them  to  the  Pastor  or  perhaps 
a  deacon?  Stop  now  and  give  yourself  a  quick 
evaluation.  Write  out  what  you  would  say  if  a 
spiritually  hungry  non-believer  asked  you  to  ex- 
plain salvation  and  how  to  receive  it.  Examine 
What  you  have  written.  Does  it  make  sense  and 
is  it  presented  in  a  logical,  simple  way  that  one 
who  is  unfamiliar  with  religious  terminology  could 
understand?  Zeal  and  sincerity  have  their  place 
in  evangelism,  but  without  intelligent  knowledge 
of  the  claims  of  Christ,  we  will  bear  little  lastLngr 
fruit.  One  of  the  most  essential  facets  of  beinig 
led  by  the  Spirit  is  careful,  orderly  preparation. 
We  need  to  conunit  lourselves  to  a  trainiing  pro- 
gram to  prepare  ourselves  for  the  task  of  feeding 
the  hungry. 

Then,  we  must  also  organize  our  info'rmation. 
Jesus  wanted  the  hungry  multitude  to  fbe  seated 
in  groups  of  fifty  so  that  the  disciples  could  keep 
track  of  who  had  been  fed  and  Who  w^as  still  hun- 


gry. Accurate,  well4iept  records  of  evcingelistic 
plans  and  activities  are  rarely  found  among  us. 
Yet,  they  are  essential!  Jesus  never  did  anything 
haphazardly.  We  should  know  the  spiritual  con- 
dition of  every  person  in  our  Church  and  Sunday 
School  famUy.  We  should  keep  an  up-to-date  survey 
file  of  homes  in  our  Church  vicinity  where  un- 
churched or  unconverted  persons  reside.  People 
cannot  be  reached  for  Christ  unless  the  congre- 
gation knows  who  they  are,  where  they  live,  and 
what  they  need  and  what  knowledge  they  have 
of  Jesus  Christ.  A  responsibility  list  is  as  neces- 
sary as  the  membership  list  and  should  include 
the  names  of  all  unchurched  people  in  the  con- 
gregation's area  of  responsibility.  Careful  records 
should  be  kept  of  aU  visitors,  visits  made,  foUow- 
up  efforts  and  prospects.  We  stress  careful  records 
of  attendance,  membership  and  finances,  but  in 
our  spiritual  and  evangelistic  accounting,  we  are 
unorganized,  perhaps  revealing  misplaced  prior- 
ities. Just  as  Jesus  went  about  feeding  the  mul- 
titude in  an  orderly  way,  so  must  we.  This  requires 
work,  and  lots  of  it,  but  the  extra  effort  is  repaid 
many  times  over. 


'7  had  never  served  in  mi 
emergency  room  in  my  life, 
hut  a  doctor  handed  me  a 
bottle  of  alcohol  and  some 
gauze  pads  and  told  me  to 
clean  up  a  ma7i  ivith  a  man- 
gled arm,  (I  had  no  tifne  to 
think  of  alibis.)  The  need 
was  acute  and  had  to  be 
met." 


Third,  He  required  the  multitude  to  invest  what 
they  possessed  in  available  resources. 

When  the  disciples  surveyed  the  crowd  to  see 
what  was  available,  they  came  up  with  one  small 
sack  lunch  of  fish  and  bread  which  belonged  to  a 
'boy.  Jesus  took  it  and  used  it.  No  gift  is  too  small 
for  God  to  use.  He  did  not  require  the  people  to 
give  what  they  did  not  have.  But  Jesus  didn't  give 
what  He  had  until  the  hungry  crowd  had  given 
Him  what  they  had.  Jesus  then  took  that  small 
resource  of  bread  and  fish  and  made  it  multiply 
imiraculously  until  it  fed  all  who  were  hungry. 

We,  too,  must  give  God  all  we  have — and  nothing 
less.  Many  local  ohurohes  and  individual  Christians 
make  no  attempt  to  evangelize  in  a  significant 
way  because  of  a  sense  of  inadequacy.  Some  of 
us  delay  efforts  to  feed  the  hungry  because  our 
church  is  too  small,  the  community  seems  unin- 
terested and  unresponsive,  or  our  local  people 
just  don't  have  the  talent.  This  is  a  serious  error. 
It  is  foolish  to  wait  and  hope  for  ideal  resources, 
people  and  circumstances  before  we  ibecome  in- 
volved in  feeding  people  with  the  Living  ihread 


Page  Twenty-two 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


of  Christ.  Let  us  take  our  weaknesses  and  inade- 
quacies and  igive  them  to  the  God  Who  has  none, 
and  let  Him  do  as  He  chooses.  You  will  be  amazed 
ait  the  results.  Remember,  the  only  ability  God 
requires  is  availability  and  He  wiU  supply  our 
needs.  (Phil.  4:19)  Never  underestimate  the  Power 
of  God.  No  gift  is  too  limited  [for  God  to  utUize. 
Dr.  Robert  Coleman  says:  "It  doesn't  take  much 
of  a  man  to  be  a  Christian,  but  it  takes  all  there 
is  of  Mm."  Someone  challenged  D.  L.  Moody  with 
the  words:  "The  world  has  yet  to  see  what  God 
can  do  through  one  man  totally  dedicated  to 
Him."  Moody  accepted  that  challenge  and  said, 
"By  the  grace  of  God  I  will  be  that  man,"  and 
history  has  recorded  what  God  did  througih  Mm. 

Some  might  be  critical  of  Christ  for  taking  all 
of  the  limited  resources  of  the  young  boy.  But  in 
return  for  his  investment,  the  lad  received  more 
than  he  gave,  and  there  was  food  available  for 
the  entire  multitude.  So,  start  now  with  What  you 
have  and  don't  delay.  Give  yourself  wholly  to  God 
— ^time,  talent  and  treasure — ^and  He  will  use  you 
mightUy. 

Fourth,  Jesus  broke  what  was  brought  to  Him. 

The  ibread  and  the  fish  did  not  go  out  to  'the 
people  in  the  same  f  oirm  in  which  Ohrisit  received 


Put  out  a  "No  Vacancy"  sign. 
We  may  not  say  it  verbally, 
but  we  commmiicate  —  "Go 
elseivhere,  we  can't  meet 
your  needs" 


it.  He  reshaped  it  as  it  pleased  Him.  Before  muoh 
feeding  lof  the  starving,  dying  millions  will  be 
done  today,  God  will  have  to  break  and  reshape 
us.  We  have  'habits  that  need  broken.  We  habit- 
ually doubt,  procrastinate  and  make  excuses.  We 
have  attitudes  that  need  to  be  dhanged.  Do  we 
not  view  some  people  as  hopeless  cases  and  refuse 
to  share  Christ  with  them?  What  would  you  do 
if  God  directed  you  to  love  a  person  who  is  differ- 
ent than  you  into  the  family  of  God?  Some  per- 
sons over  sixty-five  (and  some  others  too)  feel 
they  are  too  old  or  too  young  to  leam  lanything 
new.  Until  iGod  breaks  and  re^apes  us  in  habit, 
attitude  and  ability,  we  will  accomplish  little.  But, 
as  Paul  stated:  "If  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a 
new  creature;  old  things  are  passed  away;  behold 
all  things  beco'me  new."  (11  Cor.  5:17)  Let  Christ 
refashion  your  reso'urces,  and  you  can  become 
fruitful.  Remember,  Jesus  said  just  to  f oUow  Him, 
and  He  would  make  you  fishers  of  men. 

Fifth,  Oluist  called  upon  the  disciples  to  deUver 
the  bread. 

He  did  not  do  aU  the  work  Himself.  He  made 
use  of  the  laymen  to  distribute  the  living  Word 
to  all  who  were  in  need.  It  is  Christ's  task  to  pro- 
vide the  'bread.  It  is  our  calling,  laymen  and  clergy 
alike,  to  deliver  the  bread  perso-n  to  person. 


The   missing   link  in  most   church   evangelism 
ministries,  is  the  lack  'Of  trained  laymen  working 
as    evangelists.    Too    often    the   i>astor   has    been  1 
viewed  as  the  only  person  capable  of  ,guiding  peo- 
ple into  conversion.  As  a  result,  laymen  have  tra- 
ditionally carried  out  assignments  such  as  ushers, 
teachers,  committee  members,  officers  and  other  \ 
similar  tasks,  but  little  or  no  soul-winning.  Soul- 
winning  was  the  preacher's  job.  This  is  heresy. 
The  New  Testament  allows  no  such  division  of  • 
ministries.  The  Apostle  Paul  is  explicit  in  defining  . 
the  pastor's  role  as  "to  iprepare  all  God's  people  i 
for  !the  work  of  Christian  service,  to  build  up  the  ( 
body  of  Clirist."    (Eph.  4:11-12  TEV)   The  pastor  i 
is  to  be  the  coach  of  a  weU-trained  team,  not  the  > 
super-star  performer  who  does  everything.   Any  \ 
evangelism  which  is  exclusively  carried  out  by  the  i 
professional  clergy,  but  which  by-passes  the  New  ( 
Testament   pattern   of   trained  lay  evangelists  is 
a  poor  substitue  for  the  real  'thing. 

Just  as  Jesus  met  the  crisis  of  acute  hunger  by  i 
implementing  His  strategy  of  lay  involvement  in 
feeding  the  starving  thousands,  so  must  we  do 
this  navf.  We  Uteraliy  have  a  dying  world  on  our 
hands.  Thiey  will  never  be  fed  as  long  as  95%  of 
the  people  sit  by  and  watch  57p  do  the  work. 

In  the  first  century,  the  disciples  probably  wore 
long  robes,  the  common  style  of  their  times.  I  can 
see  them  as  the  first  one  steps  before  Jesus,  who 
has  just  started  to  break  the  small  lunch  of  fish 
and  bread  into  small  pieces.  The  disciple  makes 
a  basket  of  the  front  of  his  roibe,  holding  it  out 
to  Jesus.  Miraculously,  the  lunch  is  multipUed  in 
the  hands  of  Christ  until  the  makeshift  'basket  is 
fUled.  Excitedly,  he  hurries  off  to  a  group  of  fifty 
to  deiliver  the  food.  Then,  another  cups  'Ms  robe 
between  iMs  out^stretohed  arms,  and  again  the 
miracle  is  repeated.  As  long  as  the  need  remained 
and  the  men  filed  iby  to  fUl  their  ibread  baskets, 
the  miracle  continues.  The  miracle  continued  until 
all  had  been  fed. 

What  if  one  of  the  disciples  had  returned  from 
a  delivery  mission  with  Ms  basket  still  stacked 
'high  with  the  food  Christ  had  previously  supplied? 
Jesus  would  have  rebuked  'him  sternly.  How  heart- 
less is  a  man  who  has  Christ's  bread  in  abundant 
supply,  yet  passes  by  starving  people  and  gives 
them  not  a  crumb.  No  excuse  is  good  eno'Ugh.  How 
silly  to  tell  Jesus,  "I'm  too  timid  to  deliver  your 
bread,"  or  "I'm  afraid  I  migM  embarrass  some- 
one," or  "I'm  just  too  busy,  and  besides  it's  not 
my  cal'ling,  let  the  preacher  do  it."  How  must 
GO'd  view  oiur  refusals  to  deliver  His  ibread?  We 
are  fed  S-unday  in  and  Wednesday  out.  Our  (bas- 
kets are  piled  Mgh,  yet  we  fall  to  deliver  the  bread. 
How  tragic.  Just  as  Jesus  equipped  and  sent  out 
the  'bread  bearers,  so  must  we  today. 

Sixth,  when  the  hungry  ate  the  bread  of  Christ, 
they  were  satisfied,  ilt  makes  no  difference  what 
a  person's  social,  cultural,  racial  or  eoanomac  back- 
ground may  toe.  When  the  real  Jesus  'Christ  is 
received,  he  satisfies!  In  the  past  I  have  seen 
persons  from  widely  different  backgrounds  find 
their  hunger  fully  met  in  Christ. 

When  will  you  begin  your  life  of  'faithful  fruit- 
bearing?  People  Who  are  starving  to  death  with- 
out lOhrist  are  waiting  cfor  you  to  come.  Christ  has 
left  His  people  to  do  the  job  of  feeding.  Are  you 
at  work? 
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SARASOTA,  FLORIDA 

Word  has  been  received  from  Sarasota  Florida 
pertaininig  to  the  radio  broadcast  "THE  BRETH- 
REN HOUR". 

I  In  addition  to  the  stations  now  carrying  this 
prograim  areas  in  Indiana  and  Pennsylvania  are 
now  alble  to  receive  this  broadcast.  On  WHLT 
;fram  Huntimgton  and  Columbia  City,  Indiana 
Sunday  afternoons  at  1:30  (1300  AM  and  103.1 
iFM)  and  on  WHOM  from  Bellwood  Altoona, 
Pennsylvania  (103.9)  Sundays  at  2:30  p.m. 
!  Additional  information  ha^  also  just  been  re- 
{oeived  that  beginning  April  27,  1975  radio  station 
■WNCO  (101.3)  Ashland,  Ohio  will  carry  the  pro- 
igram  Sundays  at  9:00  a.m. 

:  Also  beginning  AprU  27ai  "THE  BRETHREN 
HOUR"  will  be  heard  at  8:00  a.m.  on  station 
WKUZ  FM  (95.9)  Sunday  mornings,  Wabash, 
Indiana. 


(Editor's  Note) 

There  are  perhaps  other  churches  toho  may 
he  airing  their  services  or  special  programs 
over  Radio  or  Television.  We  would  like  to 
suggest  to  those  who  may  he  doing  so  to 
forward  information  to  us  as  to  what  pro- 
gram it  is,  city  and  call  letters  of  station — 
AM  or  FM  and  where  to  find  it  on  the  dial, 
day  or  days  and  time  of  broadcast. 


J.  L.  GiUin'B  "TOE  DUNKERS"  a  Sociological 
Interpretation  written  by  him  as  a  doctoral  dis- 
sertation for  Columlbda  University  and  published 
in  1906,  has  been  reprinted  by  AMS  Press  of  New 
York  City  and  is  ava:ilalble  from  AMS  Press  for 
$12.50.  Publishers  address  is: 

56  E.  13th  St. 

AMS  Press 

New  York, 

N.Y.     10003 


a  book   revie 
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EVANGELIZATION 


We  all  have  read  reports  about  the  International 
Congress  on  World  Evangelization  held  in  1974 
in  Lausanne,  Switzerland  where  approximately 
4,000  Christians  representing  151  oo-untries  gath- 
ered to  study  strategies  and  programs  for  World 
Evangelization.  The  Brethren  Oiurch  was  repre- 
sented at  the  congress  by  Dr.  J.  R.  Shultz,  dean 
of  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  and  his  wife, 
Doris  Shultz  and  by  Rev.  M.  V.  Ingraham  General 
Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church. 

Now  each  of  us  can  share  in  the  excitement  of 
this  congress  through  a  reference  book  called 
"Let  the  Earth  Hear  His  Voice"  published  by 
World  Wide  Publications,  1313  Hennepin  Avenue, 
Minneapolis,  MN  55403  and  avaiilable  directly  from 
them  far  $12.95  postage  paid.  This  book  is  a  1,469 
page,  clothbo'und  collection  of  all  of  the  jJlenary 
papers  sent  to  participants  before  the  congress, 
presentations  of  the  authors  at  the  congress  and 
responses  by  participants.  It  also  includes  all  of 
the  messages,  Bible  studies,  evening  presentations 
and  testimonies.  It  contains  all  of  the  evangelistic 
strategy  papers  and  summary  reports,  the  theology 
ocf  evangelization  papers  and  reports,  the  function- 
al reports  and  the  regional  and  national  geograph- 
ical reports. 

The  final  pages  list  cassettes,  study  books  and 
other  materials  avaEable  from  the  publisher  and 
tiieir  prices  for  those  who  would  like  to  hear  the 
papers  as  well  as  read  them  or  who  would  like 
to  study  the  area  of  evangelization  in  a  series  of 
home  or  church  study  groups. 

In  one  volume,  you  can  share  the  thoughts  of 
110  contributing  authors  and  experience  soime  of 
the  impact  of  the  International  Congress  on  World 
Evangelization.  Well  worth  the  price,  you  wall 
keep  picking  it  up  to  read  something  new  and 
continue  to  use  as  a  reference  volume. 

The  Bookworm 
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Help  Older  Adults  Remain 

In  Or  Return  To  Their 

Own  Homes! 


by  Beverly  Summy 


"Youth  is  a  gift  of  nature;  but  age  is  a  woi'k  of  art." 


In  order  for  older  persons  to  have  the  option  of 
continuing  to  live  in  their  own  homes  or  other 
places  of  residence  for  as  long  as  they  wish  to  do 
so,  a  variety  of  coimmunity-wide  services  are 
necessary  to  maintain  social  well-being,  to  enhance 
mental  and  physical  health,  and  to  supplement 
self-care  whenever  necessary. 

Many  older  adults  may  be  able  to  function  ade- 
quately with  the  help  of  a  single  supportive  ser- 
vice available  to  them  either  in  their  ow^n  homes 
or  readily  accessible  in  the  community.  For  most 
older  adults  living  alone  or  aged  couples  who  need 
one  community  service  to  help  make  possible  the 
option  of  continued  independent  living  at  home, 
however,  the  chances  are  that  one  or  more  addi- 
tional services  are  required.  Thus  is  it  essential 
that  pubhc  and  voluntary  agencies  committed  to 
the  goal  of  assisting  older  adults  to  remain  in  or 
return  to  their  own  homes  function  as  multi- 
service agenides  insofar  as  appropriate  and 
feasible. 

Many  different  clusters  of  services  are  possible, 
whether  established  under  public,  private  non- 
profit, or  commercial  auspices.  The  clusters  of 
services  wUl  involve  different  combinations  of  pro- 
'fessional,  non-professional,  and  volunteer  person- 
nel in  accordance  with  the  types  of  services 
oitfered. 

For  example,  a  homemaker-ho-me  health  aide 
program  'involves  'basically  a  combination  of  para- 
professional  homemakers  and  professional  super- 
visors. The  team  for  a  igiven  case  may  include 
a  ho'memaker,  a  social  worker  or  a  nurse,  perhaps 
a  physician,  a  nutritionist,  a  physical  therapist  or 
others,  or  it  may  consist  only  of  the  homemaker 
and  her  supervisor.  Usually  the  homemaker  is  on 
a  part-time  basis.  Thus  there  is  need  in  many  sit- 
uations for  contacts  on  days  when  the  homemaker 
does  not  visit,  a  need  that  can  be  met  by  an  organ- 
ized telephone  program,  staffed  'by  volunteers. 
Often  there  is  need  for  chore  service,  including 
minor  householld  repairs,  Which  can  ;be  provided  by 
either  a  male  homemaker  or  a  volunteer.  Other 
supportive  services  may  be  added  or  substituted 


which  give  the  plus  to  the  basic  health  and  wel- 
fare service  designated  nationally  as  homemaker- 
home  health  aide  service. 

Another  example  of  a  widely  needed  service  is 
a  friendly  visitors  program,  staffed  by  volunteers 
under  professional  supervision.  The  friendly  vis- 
itors help  to  reduce  isolation  and  stimulate  con- 
tinued social  relations.  Such  visitors  may  oibserve 
the  need  for  a  variety  of  other  services  in  the 
homes  they  serve.  This  may  call  for  close  ties 
with  an  information  and  referral  service  regard- 
ing public  services  or  for  development  of  a  trans- 
portation service  to  take  the  older  adults  to  hecilth 
services,  to  the  grocery  store,  etc. 

The  nutrition  program  being  devetopted  by  the 
Administration  on  Aging  uses  the  provision  of 
meals  as  the  core  service.  But  the  policies  en- 
vision a  'Wide-ranging  cluster  of  related  services 
to  promote  the  health  and  welfare  of  individuals 
receiving  the  meals  service. 

Any  group  offering  or  planning  to  offer  services 
to  older  adults  in  their  own  homes  should  evaluate 
the  multipUer  effeot  of  a  cluster  of  services  on  the 
well-being  oif  those  served  and  concomitantly  the 
economies — in  time,  money,  effort,  staff — of  multi- 
service programs  as  contrasted  with  single  service 
operations.  Inevitably  one  proigram  will  lead  to 
others  so  that  (the  agency  'concerned  with  an  inltiail 
service  will  hopefully  be  aible  to  provide  a  variety 
of  protective  and  preventive  services  w^hen  and  as 
needed  in  individual  situations. 

Services  cannot  "just  grow"  for  persons  in  the 
seventies  and  eighties.  They  must  be  carefully 
planned,  community  by  comimunity,  so  that  they 
are  readily  availalble  and  accessible  throughout  a 
given  geographic  area,  and  hopefully  throughout 
a  state.  They  wiU  not  meet  full  need  unless  they 
serve  all  economic  and  social  groups,  whether  on 
a  free  basis,  a  sliding  scale  of  fees,  or  purchase  at 
f  uH  cost.  They  must  ibe  adequate  not  only  in  quan- 
tity but  also  in  quality. 

Too  often  the  selerted  services  listed  below  have 
not  ibeen  as  carefully  structured  as  we  now  believe 
necessary.   For  that  reason,   under  each  heading 
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-here  are  carefully  selected  resources  which  pro- 
nde  tested  gTiidelines  for  the  particular  service, 
t  is  urged  that  any  agency  or  group  already 
yffering,  or  considering  offering,  one  or  more  of 
he  services,  obtain  the  reference  material  and 
;heck  ifor  consistency  With  the  guidlines  enum- 
erated. Special  attention  is  called  to  the  national 
ipproval  program  for  homemaker-home  health 
dde  services. 

As  an  over-all  reiference,  each  agency  should 
lave  available  for  use  by  staff  and  board  Let's 
End  Isolation,  Administration  on  Aging,  DHEW, 
Publication  (No.  129,  June  1971,  availaible  from  the 
Superintendant  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washing'ton,  D.C.,  20402,  price 
30  cents,  or  usually  free  on  request  from  State 
Office  on  Aging. 

The  following  list  does  not  include  many  other 
aseful  publications  issued  by  individual  agencies, 
(lational,  state,  and  ilocal,  ibut  it  does  'give  a  sound 
point  of  departure  for  the  services  llsited.  As  na- 
tional voluntary  organizations  promote  local  ser- 
vices programs,  they  are  deeply  a'ware  that  appro- 
priate service,  of  even  the  most  simple  type,  means 
service  that  adheres  to  accepted  standards  of  qual- 
ity and,  hopefully,  quantity. 

Senior  Centers 

Federal  Register,  Vol  37,  No.  162,  Part  n.  Reg- 
ulations governing  Title  VH  (Nutrition  Pro- 
gram) of  the  Older  Americans  Act;  available 
from  State  Office  on  Aging,  or  Office  of  State 
and    Conununty   Programs,    Administration    on 

I    Aging,  DHBW,  Washington,  D.C.  20201.  Free. 

I    Centers  for  Older  People:  Guide  for  Prog:rams 

I  and  Facilities,  Jean  M.  Maxwell;  available  from 
National  Council  on  the  Aging,  1828  L  Street, 
N.W.,  Washington,  DjC.  20026.  Price,  $4:50 
How  to  Organize  a  Senior  Center  (Mt) ;  available 
from  National  CouncU  on  the  Aging,  1828  L 
Street,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20036.  Price, 
$1.50 

If  you  follow  the  Federal  Register  guidelines, 
you  wiU  have  an  acceptable  program.  For 
additional  information,  we  reccommend  Let's 
End  Isolation,  Centers  for  Older  People,  and 
the  kit  published  by  NCoA. 

Escoirt  Service 
Volunteer  Escort  Service,  Administration  on  Ag- 
ing, DHEW  (SRS),  Fetoruary,  1971;  available  in 
limited  quantity  from  Administration  on  Aging, 
DHEW,  .Washington,  D.C.  20201.  Free. 

Home  Maintenance  and  Rei>air 
Home  Maintenance  and  Repair  Program  for  the 
Older  Poor,  1972,  34  pp;  availaible  from  National 
Council  on  the  Ag-ing,  1828  L  Street,  N.W.,  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  20036.  Free 

Repairs  on  Wheels,  8  pp.;  availaible  from  West- 
moreland County  Office  of  the  Aging,  116  West 
Otterman  Street,  Breensiburg,  Pennsylvania 
15601,  Free. 

Friendly  Visiting 
The  Friendly  Visitor,  6  pp.,  1972 ;  available  from 
Adult  Services  of  Allegheny  County,  429  Forfoes 
Avenue,    iRoom    406,    Pittsburgh,    Pennsylvania 
15319.  Free. 

A  Handlraok  for  Friendly  Visitors,  9  pp.;  avail- 
aible from  Volunteer  Action  Center,  United 
Commimity  Services  of  'Metropolitan  Detroit,  51 
West  Warren  Avenue,  Detroit,  MiohlgEin  48210. 


Protective  Services 

Protective  Services  for  the  Aged,  1971;  available 
in  limited  quantity  from  Administration  on  Ag- 
ing, DHEW,  Washington,  D.C.  20201.  Free 
Protective  Services  Project  for  Older  Adults, 
Community  Services,  Administration,  SI^, 
DHEW,  148  pp.  1971.  Available  from  Superin- 
tendent of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Print- 
ing Office,  Washington,  DjC.  20402.  Price,  $1.25 

Meals 

Group  Meals  for  Senior  Citizens  in  a  Community 
Setting,  A  Procedural  Manual,  by  Gertrude 
Wmett  Wagner,  58  pp.,  1972 ;  available  from  The 
Hudson  Guild  Senior  Association,  119  Ninth 
Avenue,  New  York,  New  York  10011.  Price, 
$4.00. 

A  Home  Delivered  Meals  Program  for  the  Eld- 
erly, Administration  on  Aging,  DHEW  (SRS), 
187  pp.,  1971;  available  from  Superinitendent  of 
Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printinig  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  2O402.  Price,  $1.50. 
Federal  Register,  Vol.  37,  No.  162,  Part  11,  Reg- 
ulations governing  Title  VII  (Nutrition  Pro- 
gram) of  the  Older  Americans  Act;  available 
from  State  Office  on  Aging,  or  from  Office  of 
State  and  Community  Programs,  Administration 
on  Aging,  DHEW,  Washington,  D.C.  20201.  Free. 
Nutrition  Program  for  the  Elderly,  Agricultural 
Research  Service,  U.S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, 44  pp.,  1972;  avaUalble  from  Superintendent 
of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20402.  Price,  50  cents. 

Telephone  Reassurance 

Establishing  Telephone  Reassurance  Services, 
Office  of  Economic  Opportunity,  21  pp.,  1972; 
available  froim  National  Council  on  the  Aging, 
1828  L  Street,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20036. 
Free. 

Transportation 

Developing  Transportation  Services  for  the  Old- 
er Poor;  availaible  from  National  Council  on  the 
Aging,  1828  L  Street,  OST.W.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20026.  Free. 

Information  and  Referral 

National  Standards  for  Information  and  Referral 
Services;  available  from  Order  Desk,  United 
Way  of  America,  801  North  Fairfax,  Alexandria, 
Virginia  22314.  Price,  1-25  copies,  $1.50  each  to 
memlbers,  $2.00  to  non-meimibers ;  26-100  copies, 
$1.25  to  memibers,  $1.75  to  non-members;  over 
100,  $1.00  to  members,  $1.50  to  non-members. 

Outreach 
Reaching  Out,  61  pp.,  1971;  available  in  Umlted 
quantity  from  Administration  on  Aging,  DHEW, 
Washington,  D.C.  20201.  Free. 

Training  for  Volunteers 

Material  is  availaible  from  National  Center  for 
Voluntary  Action,  1625  Massachusetts  Avenue, 
N.W.,  Washington,  D.  C.  20036. 

Homemaker-Home  Health  Aide  Services 

Homemaker-Home  Health  Aide  Services  Agency 
Approval  Program,  Decemiber  1971;  available 
from  National  Council  for  HomemakeriHome 
Health  Aide  Services,  Inc.,  67  Irving  Place,  New 
York,  New  York  10003.  Price  $4.60  to  members, 
$5.75  to  non-members.  Includes  procedure  for 
keeping  up  to  date.  Extensive  materials  on  all 
aspects  of  Homemaker-iHome  Health  Aide  Ser- 
vices also  available  from  the  National  Council. 
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NEWS  BRIEFS 

INDIANA  INSURANCE  EXECUTIVE   IS 
NAE'S  LAYMAN  OF  THE  YEAR 

LOS  ANGELES,  Calif.  —  The  president  of 
Mutual  Security  Life  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana, 
Lester  C.  Gerig,  was  named  NAE  Layman  of  the 
Year  at  NAE's  evening  session  here  Wednesday. 
The  award,  presented  in  absentia,  recognized 
Gerig's  many  civic  and  business  achievements,  and 
his  long-time  Invalve'ment  in  evangelical  cooper- 
ative affairs.  Among  activities  listed,  Gerig  serves 
as  president  of  the  Indiana  Security  Investment 
Corp.,  as  a  board  member  of  his  denomination, 
the  Evangelical  Mennonlte  Church  of  North 
America,  and  as  c^halnman  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees at  Taylor  University  In  Upland,  Indiana. 

OPPORTUNITIES    FOR   EVANGELISM 
AT  DOORSTEP,  WOMEN  TOLD 

LOS  ANGELES,  Calif.  —  Women  who  are 
Christians  are  truly  liberated,  a  luncheon  group 
was  told  here  today. 

"Women  were  liberated  2,000  years  ago  by  Jesus 
Christ,"  Mrs.  Rosemary  Edington  told  the  NAE 
Women's  Fellowship,  meeting  in  conjunction  with 
the  33rd  Annual  Convention  of  the  National  Asso- 
ciation of  Evangelicals. 

Mrs.  Edington,  lecturer,  Bible  teacher,  wife  of 
an  orthopedic  surgeon  and  mother  of  two  sons, 
addressed  the  women's  luncheon  on  the  subject, 
"Women  In  Evangelism." 

"Christ  has  put  the  responsibility  to  evangelize 
squarely  on  each  of  us,  without  distinction  of 
race,  sex,  status  or  profession,"  the  black  woman 
told  her  audience  of  largely  white  wives  and 
mothers.  "The  Christian  woman  has  every  asset 
to  proclaim  Jesus  Christ  where  she  is — to  the 
salesman  at  her  door,  to  the  clerk  in  the  store  or 
to  other  mothers  in  the  PTA";  she  said;  "the 
opportunities  are  multiple." 

Describing  occasions  when  she  gave  witness 
to  her  faith  to  a  woman  in  a  parking  lot  and  the 
man  who  laid  the  rugs  in  her  home,  she  challenged 
the  women,  "Do  you  have  a  message  to  tell  wher- 
ever you  go?" 

In  a  business  session,  the  Women's  FeUowshlp 
elected  a  new  national  president,  Mrs.  Carl  F. 
Isaac  of  the  Pentecostal  HoUness  Church,  Okla- 
homa City. 

NAE  DELEGATES  APPROVE 
SOCIAL  REFORM  MEASURES 

LOS  ANGELES,  Calif.  —  Delegates  at  NAE's 
33rd  Annual  Convention  here  approved  nine  reso- 
lutions on  a  wide  range  of  social  issues  affecting 
community  welfare  and  calling  for  action  from 
concerned  evangelicals.  NAE: 

— ^With   increased  awareness   of  persecution  of 


practicing  Christians  in  many  countries  today, 
evangelicals  who  enjoy  freedom  of  worship  and 
witness  dare  not  remain  silent  and  Inactive,  there- 
fore, we  "call  upon  Christians  world-wide  to: 
(1)  Pray  for  all  oppressed  people  w^herever  they 
may  be  and  specifically  for  Christians  who  are 
persecuted  for  Jesus'  sake,  (2)  Provide  financial 
and  other  assistance  for  persecuted  Christians 
through  appropriate  channels,  and  (3)  Protest 
persecution  of  Christians  through  official  and 
public  channels  as  urgency  and  judgment  demands. 

— Aware  that  the  evangelistic  task  is  executed 
within  a  sociological  context,  and  that  its  official 
humanitarian  arm,  the  World  Relief  Commission, 
is  helping  feed  the  hungry,  locate  water  sources 
and  Increase  food  production  In  15  countries  of 
the  world,  called  on  NAE's  total  membership,  both 
collectively  and  Individually,  "to  suppart  this  work 
of  mercy  by  p:-ayer  and  sacrificial  giving;  to  keep 
themselves  informed;  and  to  share  this  Informa- 
tion with  others  who  want  their  financial  re- 
sources to  serve  in  a  dual  ministry  of  food  for  the 
body  and  food  for  the  soul." 

— Urged  the  Congress  to  preserve  the  principle 
of  private  phllanthrcpy  as  developed  throughout 
the  history  of  our  nation,  particularly  by  restrict 
ing  proposals  to  eliminate  the  charitable  deduc- 
tion or  heavily  tax  the  appreciated  portion  of 
gifts  of  property. 

— ^Protested  the  lowered  moral  standards  relat- 
ing to  sex,  vulgarity,  blasphemy  and  violence  in 
movie  ratings,  and  calls  for  the  motion  picture 
and  television  rating  committees  to  re-work  the 
criteria  for  setting  standards  in  consultation  with 
representatives  of  parents  and  church  groups. 

— ^Urged  the  National  Association  of  Broadcas- 
ters to  adopt  a  self-imposed  code  of  decency  which 
would  uplift  what  is  best  in  man  and  eliminate 
needless  portrayal  of  those  charactecristics  which' 
debase  him. 

— Urged  local  associations  of  evangelicals  and 
local  churches  to  encourage  their  members  to 
take  the  lead  in  local  action  to  help  formulate  com- 
munity guidelines,  to  establish  working  relations 
with  law  enforcement  authorities,  and  to  draft 
legislation  to  combat  current  inroads  of  businesses 
which  center  on  the  pornographic  or  prurient  and 
thus   loiwer  community  standards  of  decency. 

— We  strongly  object  to  the  widespread  practice 
of  magazine,  newspaper  and  television  advertising 
which  portrays  social  drinking  as  attractive, 
healthy  and  normal  behavior  for  people,  asso- 
ciating such  behavior  with  success,  beauty  and 
enjoyment  of  the  good  life,  for  which  the  liquor 
Industry  spends  three  million  dollars  a  day.  And, 
in  recognition  of  the  tremendous  influence  of 
liquor  advertising,  especially  on  the  young,  we 
call  for  the  passage  of  Bil  H+R.  1659  which 
would  prevent  the  liquor  industry  from  deducting 
the  cost  of  advertising  before  taxes. 

— ^Called  upon  all  who  have  been  Mected  to 
public  office  and  who  serve  in  the  public  do^main: 
to  put  the  welfare  of  those  they  serve  above  per-' 
sonal  and  partisan  Interests. 

— ^Resolved  that  the  establishing  of  local  and 
state  or  area  associations  should  be  regarded  as 
a  ministry  of  high  importance  for  evangelicals 
and  that  we  should  pursue  all  means  at  our  dis-- 
posall  to  encourage  this  activity. 
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NEW  PASTOR  AT  BETHLEHEM 


Bonnie,  Pastor  Schwartz,  Scott,  Sandy 
and  Laurie 


In  the  beautiful  Shenandoah  Valley  of  Virginia 
lies  the  countyseat  of  Harrisontourg,  with  the  little 
white  Bethlehem  Brethren  Church  located  on  its 
southern  border.  Now,  Bethlehem  Brethren  had 
a  difficult  fact  to  realize — ^you  just  don't  replace 
a  man  like  Dr.  John  Locke,  their  pastor  for  more 
than  forty  years.  You  praise  God  for  the  privilege 
of  having  a  man  of  his  caliber  for  so  many  years 
and  go  into  a  new  era  praying  that  the  Lord  will 
direct  someone  to  serve  the  flock  of  God  in  the 
days   ahead. 

Meanwhile,  a  former  Brethren  pastor,  Rev.  Ed. 
Schwartz  was  serving  the  Lord  through  teaching 
at  Hig'hlands  Christian  Academy  in  Pompano 
Beach,  along  the  "Gold  Coast"  of  southern  Florida. 
He  was  in  love  with  his  little  fourth  graders,  but 
somehow  felt  that  the  day  would  come  when  his 
sojourn  in  "Midian"  would  come  to  an  end.  It  was 
during  this  time  that  he  couldn't  get  a  certain 
Brethren  congregation  in  Virginia  out  of  his  heart 
and  off  his  mind.  He  knew  its  pastor;  he  knew 
its  people;  he  kneiw  they  were  in  love;  he  knew 
that  iUness  had  smitten  their  undershepherd  and 
had  forced  him  to  the  sidelines,  forcing  him  to 
lay  down  his  mantel  of  pastoral  ministry. 

It  was  about  this  time  last  year  that  the  Beth- 
lehem Brethren  contacted  Rev.  Schwartz  and  asked 
him  to  come  and  serve  as  summer  pastor  at  the 
church.  The  summer  proveid  to  be  a  time  blessed 
by  iGod,  but  too  short  to  see  much  accomplished 
of  lasting  quality.  The  Schwartzes  returned  to 
Florida  determined  to  be  content  in  their  "Midian". 
The  Bethlehem  Brethren  began  the  task  of  choos- 
ing the  man  the  Lord  would  have  for  them — ^the 
man  who  would  be  wise  enough  not  to  try  and 
fill  John  Locke's  shoes,  but  pick  up  his  mantel 
and  carry  on  in  His  service. 


After  four  months  of  searching  for  God's  choice 
to  be  their  new  under-shepherd,  the  Bethlehem 
congregation  remembered  the  words  with  which 
Brother  Ed.  had  left  them,  "If  it  is  the  Lord's  will 
for  us  to  return  we  wUl  minister  among  you  as 
your  new  pastor.  In  mid-December  a  call  was 
Issued  to  sunny  Florida,  asking  the  Schwartzes 
to  evacuate  their  mobile-home,  desert  their  beach, 
ask  the  Lord  to  find  a  replacement  for  that  class 
of  "cherubs"  and  return  to  the  Shenandoah 
valley  to  serve  at  Bethlehem. 

It  took  to  mid-March  to  make  all  the  necessary 
arrangements;  the  troupe  arrived  in  Harrisonburg 
as  the  harbingers  of  spring,  Brother  Ed  sweetly 
ihformed  Veda  Liskey. 

For  those  who  may  not  have  been  in  touch  with 
the  Schwartzes  during  their  nearly  2  years  in 
Florida  and  those  newer  folks  in  the  brotherhood, 
here  is  the  latest  run-dowm  of  the  family.  Besides 
Ed.  and  Sandy,  who  are  old  enough  to  have  held 
two  pastorates,  two  teaching  poBitions  and  serve 
as  rural  missionaries,  there  are  three  children: 
Bonnie,  11,  and  interested  in  her  music;  Laurie, 
6,  and  interested  in  her  school;  Scott,  4,  and  in- 
terested in  everything. 

The  Schwartzes  are  glad  to  be  back  in  the 
Brotherhooid  and  thrilled  to  ibe  part  of  a  conigre- 
gfa.tion  which  is  on  the  growing  edge  and  sees  the 
need  for  its  lay-folk  to  be  sharing  their  faith  and 
winning  souls  for  God.  After  all.  Brethren,  this 
is  what  its  all  about.  Isn't  it?  On  behalf  of  the 
Bethlehem  Brethren  and  its  parsonage  family, 
Brethren  pray  for  us  that  we'll  make  an  impact 
on  Harrisonburg  and  Rockingham  County  which 
wHl  count  for  Christ  and  for  all  eternity. 
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BILLY  GRAHAM:  U.S.  INDOCHINA  'AID' 
STAND  MAY  HAVE  HURT 
MIDEAST  TALKS 

DALLAS  (BP)— Evangelist  Billy  Graham  said 
here  that  U.S.  reluctance  to  aid  Indochina  may 
have  been  a  factor  in  the  failure  of  Secretary  of 
State  Kissinger's  Middle  East  negotiations. 

"It  robbed  him  of  a  great  deal  of  credibility," 
Mr.  Graham  said.  He  reported  that  he  had  met 
wdth  Dr.  Kissinger  shortly  after  the  Mideast  talks 
broke  down,  and  said  that  the  Secretary  oif  State 
was  "very  disturbed  and  discouraged." 

The  evangelist  commented  that  Dr.  Kissinger 
had  signed  the  1973  Paris  Peace  agreement  "with 
assurances  that  he  would  be  backed  in  America." 


THEOLOGIAN:  POSSIBLE  TO  DEFINE 
FETUS  AS  'POTENTIAL  HUMAN  LIFE 

NEW  YORK  (EP)— A  Conservative  Jewish  theo- 
logian has  asserted  that  it  is  possible  to  define  a 
fetus  as  "potential  human  life"  and  at  the  same 
time  grant  that  it  possesses  certain  rights. 

Rabbi  Seymour  Siegel  of  Jewish  Theolo-gical 
Seminary,  chairman  of  the  Coimmittee  on  Jewish 
Law  and  Standards  of  the  Rabbinical  Assembly, 
described  his  concept  of  fetal  rights  at  a  confer- 
ence here  on  "Aboirtion  and  Fetai  Research,"  joint- 
ly sponsored  by  the  seminary  and  the  Rabbinical 
Assembly. 

"The  'bias  for  life,'  "  he  said,  "requires  that  all 
individuals — most  especially  those  involved  in  the 
healing  arts — should  direct  their  efforts  toward 
the  sustaining  of  life  where  it  exists;  that  means 
and  procedures  which  tend  to  terminate  life  or 
harm  it  are  unethical;  and  that  where  there  is  a 
doubt,  the  benefit  of  that  doubt  sihoaild  always  be 
on  the  side  of  life." 

RELIGIOUS  BOOK  SALES  BOOMING 

COLORADO  SPRINGS  (EP)— A  survey  by  the 
Christian  Booksellers  Association  of  150  stores 
indicated  that  the  industry  was  up  in  average  gross 
sales  14.2  per  cent  over  1973. 

The  increased  sales,  according  to  CBA  Execu- 
tive Vice  President  John  T.  Bass,  indicate  that 
when  there  are  uncertain  conditions  in  the  world 
people  turn  to  spiritua:l  matters. 

Mr.  Bass,  speaking  to  more  than  50  publishers 
gathered  at  King  of  Prussia,  Pa.,  also  attributed 
the  growth  to  new  wrriters  in  the  field. 


CONGRESSMAN  CONLON  APPEALS  FOR 
SPIRITUAL   CONCERN  AT  FRESNO 
MAYOR'S  PRAYER  BREAKFAST 

FRESNO,  Calif.  (EP)— John  B.  Conlon,  Repub- 
lican Congressman  from  Arizona,  appealed  to 
630  men  and  women  gathered  at  the  fifth  Mayor's 
Prayer  Breakfast  in  Fresno  to  encourage  spiritual 
concern  among  the  citizens  of  their  communities. 

Conlan  gave  Mayor  Ted  C.  Willis,  a  committee 
of  15,  and  other  mayors  and  community  leaders 
what  amounted  to  the  popular  "Four  Spiritual 
Laws"  copyrighted  by  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ. 
A  Jewish  woman,  one  of  five  Fresno  supervisors, 
read  a  passage  from  the  Old  Testament;  a  loced 
judge  read  a  passage  from  the  New  Testament. 

General  Chairman  for  the  annual  meeting  was 
William  Stockburger;  Walter  A.  Warkentin,  execu-  i 
five  director  of  Hume  Lake  Christian  Camps,  was 
program  director. 

CHURCH,    CHARITABLE   GROUPS 
PREDICT  DIRE   CONSEQUENCES 

IF    BILL    PASSED    

SALEM,   Ore.    (EP)-4Lf  the  Oregon  leigislature  ■■ 
enacts  a  measure  that  would  repeal  part  of  the  i 
property    tax    exemption    now    enjoyed    by    such  i 
organizations,  dire  legal  consequences  wiU  result, 
according  to  heads  of  the  effected  groups. 

The  representatives  testifed  before  the  House 
Revenue  Committee  on  HB  2463  that  would  re- 
quire religious,  fraternal,  literary,  benevolent  and 
scientific  organizations  to  pay  all  property  taxes 
exopt  educational   levies. 

"The  question  as  I  see  it  is  a  question  of  con- 
stitutional guarantees  o'f  separation  of  church  and 
state,"  said  Glen  E.  Patterson  of  the  Seventh-day 
Adventist  church.  "To  suject  houses  of  worship  to 
taxation  would  be  a  serious  invasion  of  the  right 
to  participate  in  religious  activity." 

Warner  Nunn,  representing  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America,  said  the  organization  would  have  to  cut 
down  on  services  to  the  47,000  boys  it  serves  in 
Oregon  if  the  property  tax  exemption  is  applied. 
The  tax  liability  each  year  would  be  more  than 
$20,000  on  Boy  Scout  property,  he  said. 

Rep.  Ted  Kulongoski,  D-Eugene,  testified  in 
favor  oif  the  bUl.  "The  average  property  owners 
are  getting  tired  of  paying  higher  taxes,"  he  said. 
"One  of  the  reasons  their  taxes  are  going  up  is 
we  seem  to  grant  exemptions  to  new  people  every 
session." 


lay  3,  1975 


Pag;e  Twenty-nine 


^.E.A.  RELEASES  ITS  REPORT 
►N  TEXTBOOK  CONTROVERSY 

CHARLESTOWN,  W.  Va.  (EP)  —  An  Inquiry 
'anel  established  by  the  National  Education  Asso- 
iation  to  study  the  textbook  dispute  here  has 
aid  that  the  school  system  must  deal  with  the 
egitimate  concerns  ot  protest  leaders. 

But  it  said  there  can  be  "no  teaching  or  learning 
n  the  public  school  classroom  without  the  explora- 
ion  of  values,  philosophies,  ideologies  and  relig- 
ous  beliefs." 

Among  the  legitimate  concerns  of  protest  lead- 
!rs,  it  said,  were  "methods  of  instruction;  increas- 
ng  de-emphasis  on  fundamentals  of  grammar, 
■eading  and  mathematics,  and  .  .  .  general  per- 
jnissiveness  of  the  schools." 

I  Among  the  factors  producing  the  textbook  con- 
Toversy,  the  panel  declared,  were  a  community 
iivided  along  lines  of  class,  urban  and  rural  life 
style,  religious  belief  and  cultural  values,  and  a 
school  system  that  had  grown  remote  from  its 
;onservative,  rural  communities. 

At  the  same  time  the  NEA  panel  condemned 
recent  school  board  action  on  textbooks  that,  it 
said,  "makes  censors  of  parents"  and  constitutes 
'an  abdication  of  the  board's  legal  obligation  to 
maintain  responsible  control  of  the  schools."  It 
said  parents  should  be  involved  in  selection  of 
sducational  materials  only  as  advisers. 


FULTON  J.  SHEEN  CALLS  FOR  U.S. 
TO  'REGAIN  DISCIPLINE' 

PIi:OENIX,  Arizona  (EP) — "America  is  losing 
its  sense  of  discipLine  and  must  regain  it,"  warned 
Archbishop  Fulton  J.  Sheen  at  a  Salvation  Army 
dinner  in  Phoenix  attended  by  1,200  people. 

The  Roman  Catholic  archbishop  praised  the 
;SaIvation  Army  for  its  spiritual,  strong-minded, 
universal  approach  to  social  work. 

"We  are  losing  in  this  world  a  spirit  of  sacri- 
fice and  discipline,"  he  said.  "But  the  discipline  is 
'rather  rigid"  in  the  Salvation  Army,  which  he 
praised  as  a  religious  order  in  the  broad  sense. 
"You  can  teU  a  Salvation  Army  worker  today.  You 
can't  always  teU  a  nun  .  .  .  you  can't  always  tell  a 
priest,"  he  said. 

Because  discipline  remains  only  in  military 
academies  and  on  the  football  field  he  said  strength 
is  shifting  to  the  Communist  nations  of  Russia 
and  Red  China. 


MOTHER  RENOUNCES  HER  SON, 
TEEN  GURU 

NEW  DELHI  (EP)— The  mother  of  Guru 
Maharaj  Ji,  the  17-year-old  Indian  leader  now  liv- 
ing in  the  U.S.  with  an  American  wife,  has  re- 
nounced her  .son.  She  has  accused  him  of  being  a 
"spiritually  imperfect"  playboy  instead  of  a  holy 
man. 

Shri  Mataji  (Holy  Mother),  said  he  was  "re- 
moving" her  son  as  spiritual  leader  of  the  stx- 
million-member  Divine  Light  Mission  and  no  longer 
recognizes  htm  as  the  "Perfect  Master,"  as  he  is 
known  to  his  followers. 


EDITOR  CALLS  FOR  FIGHT  AGAINST 
PRESIDENT'S  PROPOSED  GAS  TAX 

AURORA,  111.  (EP)— Members  of  the  Evangel- 
ical Press  Association  have  been  urged  by  a  form- 
er associate  to  oppose  President  Ford's  proposed 
gasoline  tax. 

Making  gasoline  available  without  limit  to  those 
who  can  afford  it,  while  penalizing  the  less  afflu- 
ent who  must  purchase  gasohne  to  commute  to 
their  places  of  employment  or  who  require  it  for 
their  business  is  inequitable,"  declares  Nelson  B. 
Melvin,  superintendent  of  Central  Advent  Chris- 
tian Missions  in  Aurura,  111.  Mr.  Melvin  was  form- 
erly editor  of  The  Advent  Christian  Witness. 

"In  addition  to  seeing  the  proposed  gas  tax  as 
a  social  issue,"  he  told  EP  News  Service,  "it  can- 
not, if  approved,  help  but  increase  the  spiraling 
rate  of  inflation." 


CALIF.   GOVERNOR   WEIGHS   BIBLE 
AGAINST  STATE,  FEDERAL 
WELFARE  RULES 

SACRAMENTO  (EP)  —  Calling  the  country's 
welfare  rules  "confusing  and  ambiguous,"  Cahf. 
Governor  Edmund  Brown  Jr.  held  up  a  Bible  and 
called  it  "an  example  of  concise,  workable  rules 
for  men." 

Brown,  a  former  Roman  Catholic  seminary  stu- 
dent, stacked  28  volumes  of  federal  and  state  wel- 
fare laws  and  regulations  on  a  table  in  front  of 
welfare  directors  gathered  in  the  California  cap- 
ital. Then  he  held  up  a  thin  copy  of  the  Old 
Testament. 

"If  I  have  to  take  my  pick;  I'U  take  this  thing 
against  that  mish-mash  any  day." 

Brown  said  welfare  costs  are  reaching  crisis 
proportions  and  "soonething's  got  to  give." 


SAM  ERVIN  TELLS  SOUTHERN  BAPTISTS: 
U.S.  MUST  NEVER  FORGET  WATERGATE 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (EP)— 5am  J.  Ervin,  Jr.,  the 
former  Senator  from  North  C^olina  who  chaired 
the  Senate  Watergate  hearings,  told  a  Southern 
Baptist  seminar  here  that  the  country's  existence 
as  a  free  society  wiU  be  in  danger  if  it  ever  for- 
gets the  "tragic  truth"  of  Watergate. 

Addressing  the  seminar  on  integrity  'sponsored 
by  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Qiristian  Life 
Commission,  the  Southern  Presbyterian  layman 
acknowledged  that  "many  Americans  do  not  want 
to  hear  any  more  about  Watergate.  They  echo 
Richard  M.  Nixon's  erstwhile  plaintive  protest  that 
one  year  of  Watergate  was  enough.  I  believe  that 
one  minute  of  Watergate  was  too  much." 

But,  he  added,  "I  cannot  escape  the  abiding 
conviction  that  America  wUl  imperil  her  existence 
as  a  free  society  if  she  ever  forgets  ithe  tragic 
truth  Watergate  teaches  in  respect  to  the  need 
for  integrity  in  the  political  process." 
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CHEEP  ADVICE 


When  a  man  is  too  busy  to  pray,  he  is  busier 
than  God  wants  him  to  be. 

In  America,  we  can  say  what  we  think  and, 
even  if  we  can't  and  don't  think,  we  can  say  it 
anyiiow. 

— ^Charles  Kettering 

Love  is  not  something  to  talk  about,  its  some- 
thing one  does. 

The  empty  tomb  proves  Christianity — but  an 
empty  church  denies  it. 


If  you  cross  the  International  date  line  you 
lose  a  day.  If  you  cross  the  centerline  on  the  high- 
way, you  can  lose  your  life. 

Some  never  think  of  what  they  say;  others  never 
say  what  they  think  and  both  are  as  boring  cis 
those  who  always  say  What  they  think. 

— ^Joel  BrowTi 

The  best  type  of  criticism  is  that  which  leaves 
the  person  criticized  feeling  that  he  has  been 
helped. 

A  recent  cartoon  from  THE  BRANCH  depicted 
this  middle-aged  gentleman  saying:  "I'm  getting 
sick  and  tired  of  all  this  sin  and  repentance  stuff 
the  pastor  is  preaching  about.  ...  I  want  a  church 
where  I  can  feel  COMFORTABLE."  He  probably 
never  heard  of  the  quotation,  "It  is  the  pastor's 
duty  to  comfort  the  afflicted  and  afflict  the 
comfortable." 

Nobody  ever  seems  to  forget  where  he  buried 
the  hatchet. 

— F.  M.  Hubbard 

He  who  laughs — ^lasts. 


LAFF-A-LinLE 


statistics  can  be  misleading.  Say,  six  men  can 
buUd  a  boat  in  one  day  and  therefore  one  man 
can  buUd  the  same  boat  in  six  days.  Could  six 
boats  cross  the  ocean  in  one  day  if  it  took  one  boat 
six  days  to  cross  the  same  ocean? 

"Doesn't  it  ever  rain  out  here?"  asked  the  visitor 
to  the  Western  town. 

"Rain?"  answered  the  village  native.  "Why, 
we've  got  bull  frogs  out  here  that  are  10  years  old 
and  haven't  learned  to  swim  yet." 

Teacher:  "Jimmy,  give  me  a  sentence  contain- 
ing  the  words,  deduct,  defeat,  defense,  and  detail." 

Jimmy,  after  a  bit  of  thought:  "Defeat  of  de- 
duct go  over  defense  ibefore  detjiil." 

The  doctor  said,  he'd  have  me  on  my  feet  in 
30  days." 

"Was  he  right?" 

"He  sure  was.  I  had  to  sell  my  car  at  the  end 
of  the  month  to  pay  his  bUl." 


"Bessy,"  the  society  matron  asked  her  cook, 
"what  were  those  strange  greens  we  had  for 
supper  tonight? 

"Well,  ma'am,"  replied  Bessy,  "You  know  those 
geraniums  you  saw  this  morning  that  you  said 
looked  good  enough  to  eat?" 

"Yes." 

"Well,  you  just  did." 

The  quickest  way  to  wipe  a  contented  look  off  a 
man's  face  is  to  put  a  dish  cloth  in  his  hand. 

The  traffic  cop  pulled  the  battered  car  over 
after  observing  it  crashing  its  way  down  Main 
Street,  leaving  a  path  of  dented  fenders,  broken 
telephone  poles  and  spurting  fire  hydrants.  When 
he  asked  for  the  driver's  license,  he  found  that 
the  driver  didn't  have  one. 

"Don't  you  know  you  can't  drive  without  a 
license?"  He  asked  the  man  behind  ithe  wheel. 

"Oh,  So  that's  the  problem.  I  thought  I  was 
having  all  that  troiiible  because  I  forgot  my 
glasses,"  the  driver  replied. 
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POETRY  CORNER 


[f  you  and  I  today  should  stop  and  lay 

Dur  life  work  down,  and  let 

Our  hands  fall  where  they  will — 

Fall  down  to  lie  quite  stiU — 

And  if  some  other  hand  should  come  aind  stoop 

to  find 
The  thread  we  carried,  so  that  it  could  wiind, 
Beginning  where  we  stopped;  if  it  should  come 

to  keep 
Our  life  work  going,  seek 
To  carry  out  the  good  design 
Distinctively  made  yours,  or  mine. 
What  would  it  find? 

Author  Unknown 
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DECLINE  OF  THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
WORRIES  MAJOR  DENOMINATIONS 


Jv  NASHVILLE  (BP)— For  decades  professional 
3hristian  educators  predicted — even  anticipated — 
he  death  of  the  Sunday  school, 
f  Now  they  are  afraid  the  prediction  will  come 
rue,  at  least  in  so-called  mainline  Protestant 
tenominations. 

Efforts  to  understand  what  ails  the  Sunday 
school  and  to  restore  it  to  health  are  underway, 
as  indicated  by  a  "Confrontation  Sunday  School" 
consultation  held  here  by  the  United  Methodist 
Christian  Educators  Fellowship. 

It  was  commonly  conceded  at  the  meeting  that 
while  Sunday  school  remains  strong  in  evangelical 
Churches  and  sects,  it  is  declining  in  mainline 
denominations. 

Since  1959,  United  Methodist  Sunday  school 
attendance  has  declined  22.7  per  cent.  Seventy- 
seven  per  cent  of  all  the  schools  in  the  10  million- 
member  Church  have  less  than  100  active  persons; 
only  3.1  per  cent  have  more  than  300  members. 

Most  of  the  230  persons  taking  part  in  the  con- 
sultation here  were  (professional  Christian  educa- 
tors. The  program  was  the  first  of  two  meetings, 
the  second  scheduled  for  Dallas  in  April. 
There  was  a  time  when  some  professional  church 


educators  thought  Sunday  morning  classes  were 
old-fashioned  and  should  be  replaced  by  newer 
educational  methods.  However,  no  alternative  as 
sustaining  or  as  viable  has  been  proposed. 

"Whereas  most  peo^ple  describe  Sunday  school 
as  a  standoff  and  faUure,  it  is  a  remarkable  suc- 
cess," Dr.  Robert  Lynn  of  Auburn  Theological 
Seminary,   New   York,   told  the  consultation. 

"Wherever  evangelical  Protestantism  is  strong 
there  you  wall  find  a  vibrant  Sunday  school,"  said 
the  United  Presbyterian  clergyman,  a  specialist 
in  the  history  of  U.S.  education  and  co-author  of 
a  history  of  the  Sunday  school  movement. 

Dr.  Lynn  said  the  real  test  of  American  Prot- 
estantism will  come  in  treatment  of  the  Sunday 
school. 

John  W.  Westerhoff  HI,  a  professor  of  religious 
education  at  Duke  University,  Durham,  N.C.,  con- 
fessed that  he  has  a  renewed  appreciation  of  the 
Sunday  School. 

"If  it  were  not  for  the  Sunday  school  the  church 
would  have  died  long  ago,"  he  said.  "Nevertheless, 
Sunday  schools  in  small  mainline  churches  are 
sick;  sick  in  part  because  they  have  tried  to  be- 
come modern  church  schools  and  failed. 
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CHRISTIAN    PUBLICATION   PROJECTS 

OF   THE 
BRETHREN    PUBLICATION    COMPANY 

In  any  type  of  business  or  industry  the  equip- 
ment originally  acquired  eventually  becomes  ob- 
solete or  worn  out  and  must  be  replaced.  The  major 
industries  usually  are  able  to  set  aside  funds  from 
their  capital  gains  to  take  care  of  such  matters 
as  they  present  themselves.  However,  in  smaller 
operations  such  as  your  Publishing  Company  and 
others  similar  to  it  this  is  not  so  easily  cared  for 
and  many  o£  these  needs  are  filled  througli  the 
means  of  individuals  or  organizations  providing 
the  means  of  replacements  by  the  method  of  desig- 
nated projects.  Your  Publishing  Company  would 
like  to  list  the  needs  that  are  on  the  priority  list 
as  possible  suggestions  for  projects. 


PRINT   SHOP 

1.  Press $18,000 

(On  a  three  year  basis  this  would 

'be  $6,000  per  year.) 

2.  Replacement  type  for 

Linotype  machine  $600 

3.  Adding  Machine $100 

4.  *Collator    $14,000 

( *A  portion  of  this  is  already  designated 

as  the  1974-75  project  iby  BYC 
April  19  issue  B.E.) 


BOOKSTORE   AND 
PUBLICATION   OFFICES 

1.  Typewriter $450 

2.  Adding  Machine $100 

3.  Typist's   chairs    $50  ea. 

(Using  straight  ibaak  chairs  at  present) 

Perhaps  you  or  your  group  would  desire  to  assist 
in  one  or  more  of  the  projects.  One  of  the  onost 
effective  means  of  spreading  the  Gospel  in  our 
present  day  is  through  the  printed  page. 

The  Brethren  Publishing  Company  is  a  non- 
profit corporation  and  additional  support  is  man- 
datory to  insure  the  effective  distribution  of  Chris- 
tian Literature.  If  you  are  interested  in  sponsoring 
one  or  more  of  these  projects  please  contact  the 
Brethren  Publishing  Company,  524  College  Ave., 
Ashland,  Ohio  44805. 

PARTNERS   IN    PUBLICATION   OF 
BOOKS   AND    TRACTS 
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"KING  FOR  A  DAY" 


Father's  Day  is  the  day  that  is  set  aside  to  pay 
lomage  to  that  person  who  is  referred  to  in  the 
Scriptures  as  the  head  of  the  household.  Well, 
serhaps  he  gets  to  enjoy  such  attention  on  this 
specially  designed  day. 

On  other  days  .  .  .?  It  has  t>een  said  that 
VIother's  Day  comes  once  a  year  and  Father's 
Day  comes  every  payday.  "Honey,  I  need  this." 
'Daddy,  I  need  that"  etc.  etc.  Or  perhaps  like  the 
quotation  on  the  plaque  reads:  "The  opinions  ex- 
pressed 'by  the  head  of  this  household  are  not 
lecessarily  those  of  the  management."  Or  perhaps 
A^e  have  an  isolated  case  here  and  there  somewhat 
like  the  son  who  enthusiastically  rushed  up  to  his 
father  and  said,  "Dad,  I  got  the  part  in  the  play 
Df  a  man  that's  been  married  twenty-five  years." 
'Well,  Son,"  said  the  father,  "that's  a  good  start, 
some  day  you  may  get  a  speaking  part." 

This  reminds  us  of  the  remark  made  about  some 
men  who  would  speali  out  of  turn  if  they  had  one. 
Well,  at  least  they  have  a  choice  to  be  categorized, 
hthey  are  either  quiet  or  gabby,  either  way  they 
jhave  little  to  say. 

I  But  to  get  on  a  more  serious  note  albout  Father's 
fbay,  it  might  well  be  a  day  for  Dad  to  do  a  little 
evaluating  of  his  position  as  a  father,  how  he 
stacked  up  as  a  faither  in  the  past,  his  status  as 
one  today,  and  how  he  can  handle  the  important 
office  in  'the  future. 

Perhaps  he  may  reflect  -back  to  the  past  with 
a  certain  amount  of  remorse  as  to  the  inadvertent 
:  neglect  shown  to  wife  and  children  while  he  was 
'engrossed  in  the  responsibilities  of  feeding,  cloth- 
ing and  providing  a  roof  over  their  heads. 

A.  E.  Kitteredge  put  it  rather  well  when  he  said, 
"I  suppose  that  every  parent  loves  -his  child;  buit 
I  know,  without  any  supposing,  that  in  a  large 
number  of  homes  *he  love  is  ihldden  behind  author- 
ity, or  its  expression  is  crowded  out  by  daily 
duties  and  cares." 

Perhaps  he  may  recall  the  occasion  when  Junior 
asked,  "Dad,  what  is  that  for?"  "Dad,  Why  does 
this  happen?"  "Dad,  do  you  know  who  did  so  and 
so?"  "Hey,  Dad,  are  'miy  questions  'bothering  you?" 
.  .  .  "Why  ...  no  Son,  you'll  never  leam  anything 
if  you  don't  ask." 

It  has  'been  said  and  perhaps  too  often  ithat, 
"He  is  a  sefldC-made  man."  Perlhaps  that  self-made 


man's  son  or  daughter  heard  him  make  that  state- 
ment with  braggadocio.  There  is  a  very  eminent 
danger  present  that  these  younsters  may  come 
up  with  the  question,  "If  you're  a  self-made  man, 
what  on  earth  did  you  make  yourself  like  that 
for?" 

There  isn't  a  concerned  father  in  the  world,  this 
writer  included,  who  by  diUgently  researching  his 
past  couldn't  find  some  areas  of  his  responsibilities 
of  providing  a  home  for  his  family  where,  were 
it  possible  to  turn  back  the  clock,  he  would  be 
both  a  pal  and  a  father,  not  just  one  or  the  other, 
and  doing  perhaps  a  rather  poor  job  of  either  one. 
Would  be  much  more  patient  in  his  expectation  of 
his  son  to  be  what  he  himself  may  have  wished 
to  be. 

Adlal  E.  Stevenson  once  said,  "There  was  a  time 
when  father  amounted  to  something  in  the  United 
States.  He  was  held  in  esteem  in  the  community; 
he  had  some  authority  in  his  own  household;  his 
views  were  sometimes  taken  seriously  by  his  chil- 
dren; and  even  his  wife  paid  heed  to  him  from 
time  to  time."  There  is  no  reason  in  the  world  why 
this  quotation  had  to  be  uttered  in  the  past  tense. 

Fathers  need  not  be  accused,  tried,  judged  and 
convicted  of  male  chauvinism  as  they  make  the 
effort  to  rule  the  home  as  outlined  according  to 
God  through  His  Holy  Word.  And  home  can  be 
likened  to  the  ground  floor  of  Heaven,  and  the 
departure  from  life  of  any  member  of  that  family 
as  just  going  upstairs.     (G.S.) 
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WORK  AND  WORSHIP  TOUR  IN  ARGENTINA 


The  remaining  nineteen  who  would  visit  the 
second  niission  point  on  the  Work  and  Worship 
Tour,  flew  on  to  Buenos  Aires  stopping  in  Lima, 
Peru  ifor  one  hour's  visit,  shopping  at  the  duty- 
free airport  shop. 

At  Buenos  Aires  we  were  met  by  Juan  Carlos 
Miranda;  Bill,  Sharon,  Todd  and  Heidi  Winter;  and 
Ray  Aspinall.  This  was  a  happy  reurtion  for  the 
William  FeUs,  parents  of  Sharon  Winter,  it  being 
their  first  visit  to  Argentina.  Juan  Carlos  Miranda 
quickly  whisked  us  through  custo^ms  and  on  to 
Nogaro  Hotel  by  rented  cars  with  drivers  who 
disregarded  red  lights  and  most  all  caution  signs. 
Our  stomachs  were  already  a  little  'weezy"  which 
we  attributed  to  strange  water,  food  and  altitude 
but  Juan  Carlos  quickly  diagnosed  it  as  a  "Colom- 
oian  bug".  Our  First-Aid  man,  John  RandaU  from 
Warsaw  was  kept  busy  issuing  charcoal  polls  and 
liquid  medicine.  In  spite  of  this,  three  couples  were 
too  sick  to  leave  the  hotel  and  many  of  the  rest 
were  unable  to  enjoy  the  barbecue  and  other 
delicious  food  prepared  for  us  by  the  Riveros  and 
the  Winters  and  served  to  us  In  the  recording 
studio  adjoining  the  Nunez  Church,  where  Ricardo 
Rivero  serves  as  pastor. 

From  the  studio  the  tour  bus  took  us  to  Bernal 
Church  where  Pastor  Jose  Anton  serves.  We  were 
impressed  by  the  enthusiastic  participatio  in  the 
song  service  by  both  the  young  and  the  old.  One 
man  went  forward  for  a  first  time  confession  and 
later  was  in  attendance  during  the  Spiritual  Con- 
ference at  Eden  where  he  was  further  fed  on 
the  word.  Following  the  service  we  were  graciously 
served  bountiful  refreshments  on  the  roof  patio. 


Friday,  January  31,  with  a  full  crew,  we  toured 
the  city  of  Buenos  Aires  by  chartered  bus  and  by 
foot.  We  saw  government  buildings  and  the  harboi 
of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  where  Aristotle  Onassis,  n 
native  Argentinean  started  his  journey  to  fame 
and  fortune. 

We  went  to  the  train  station  where  we  boarded 
a  Japanese  built  train  and  departed  for  Rosario 
where  we  had  the  pleasant  experience  of  watching 
the  country  go  by  from  our  car  windows  while 
eating  our  evening  meal.  This  was  our  first  oppor- 
tunity to  see  their  rich  pasture  lands  and  the 
famous  Argentine  herds,  where  cattle  outnumber 
people,  three  to  one.  Mrs.  Aspinall,  Kathy  and 
Claudia  met  us  at  the  station  where  we  boarded  a 
bus  for  the  final  leg  of  our  trip  to  Eden  Bible 
Institute  (arriving  about  12:30  a.m.)  where  we 
would  work  and  worship  for  the  next  two  weeks. 

Saturday,  February  1,  we  washed  clothes,  took  a 
siesta,  and  started  getting  acquainted  with 
Instituto  Biblico  Eden.  We  were  quartered  in  the 
main  institute  building  which  we  found  to  be  in 
need  of  redecorating.  This  we  proceeded  to  do  as 
part  of  our  work  which  also  included  the  con- 
struction of  chalk  boards  made  from  Juan  Carlos 
Miranda's  shipping  crates.  Construction  of  side 
walks  and  patio  was  supervised  by  the  nationals 
and  our  men  worked  With  them.  Other  helpful 
projects  of  repair  and  maintenance  as  well  as 
cleaning  out  the  swimming  pool  were  accom- 
plished. Our  ladies  helped  with  the  cooking,  sew- 
ing mattress  covers,  painting,  doing  laundry  and 
cleaning. 


Photo  credit — LaVergne  Stone 

The  Work  and  Worship  Tour  leaving 

Medellin  and  heading  for  Argentina,  their 

second  point  of  visit. 


Photo  credit — LaVergne  Stone 

A  disctission  in  the  Miranda  home  with 

I.   to   r. — Ray  Aspinall,  missionary ;  Joh7i 

Randall,  Carl  Barber,  James  Payne,  Rodger 

Geaslen,  tour  members;  and  Jvxin  Miranda, 

missionary. 
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Five  men  from  our  group  went  with  Juan  Carlos 
by  car  to  Victoriia,  a  four  liour  drive,  arriving 
about  8:45  p.m.  A  worship  service  was  presented 
in  which  one  young  lady  accepted  Christ.  A  fellow- 
ship period  followed  the  worship  service  and  Jon 
Barber  and  Tom  Keplinger  lost  a  ping-pong  game 
to  the  Victoria  girls.  The  boys  contented  the 
Victoria  girls  played  by  their  own  set  of  rules. 

They  checked  in  at  the  hotel  about  10:30  which 
was  far  from  the  luxury  of  a  Howard  Johnson's. 
At  this  late  hour  they  were  served  a  steak  dinner 
and  consumed  seven  quarts  of  soft  drinks.  They 
returned  about  12:30  a.m.  arising  the  next  morn- 
ing and  returning  to  the  Victoria  church  for  morn- 
ing worship.  Carl  Barber  spoke  again  on  Sunday 
morning.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  service  the  group 
visited  the  home  of  one  of  the  Victoria  members. 
After  dinner  they  returned  to  the  church  for  a 
siesta.  At  4:00  P.M.  they  visited  the  Quinto  Cuartel 
Chapel  which  was  constructed  of  mud  and  grass. 
They  proceeded  then  to  the  Rincon  Del  Dol  church 
where  two  young  girls  teach  children  and  adults 
to  read  and  write.  The  eight  mile  road  back  to  the 
church  had  dust  from  two  to  four  inches  deep. 
It  was  so  hot  in  the  chapel  that  services  were  held 
in  the  front  yard.  At  thus  service  three  ladies  re- 
newed their  commitment  to  Christ  at  Pastor 
Barbers  invitation. 

At  Eden  we  found  the  Child  Evangelism  Youth 
Workers  Conference  just  ending  and  Saturday 
-evening  the  Argentine  Churches  Youth  Cainp  just 
beginning. 

On  Sunday  morning  Mve  found  the  Soldini  church 
within  easy  walking  distance  of  Eden.  Pastor 
Armando  Ortiz  who  also  works  at  the  Institute 
-and  Wife  Suzanne  gave  us  a  warm  welcome.  Our 
group  was  used  in  the  service  in  that  we  sang 
some  choruses  in  Spanish,  Becky  sang  and  Jim 
Payne  gave  a  short  study  of  the  "Opens"  in  Luke 
24.  Reverend  Curtright  brought  the  message.  At 
the  end  oif  the  service  each  lady  was  presented 
a  lovely  carnation  corsage  (with  a  kiss). 

In  the  afternoon  after  siesta,  by  bus  we  toured 
to  the  El  Redentor  Church  in  VUla  Constitucion 
Which  though  small  and  incomplete  was  quite 
'impressive  with  its  good  architectural  design  and 
constructed  by  the  initiative  of  one  layman,  Raul 
j  Moreno,  who  lives  adjacent  to  it.  He  with  the  help 
of  a  few  other  men  even  made  the  blocks.  His 
lovely  daughter  Adrianna  and  friend  Elsa  Diaz 
are  working  their  way  through  Eden  Bible  Insti- 
tute. We  then  went  to  the  Central  Church  also 
in  Villa  Constitucion.  This  is  a  larger  congregation 
land  building  and  here  we  found  construction  in 
progress  for  a  yet  larger  sanctuary.  After  this 
■  service  we  enjoyed  a  delightful  fellowship  on  their 
patio  lawn.  Here  with  songs,  food  and  fellowship 
we  became  acquainted  wdth  members  of  this  con- 
gregation whom  'we  met  again  during  the  Spiritual 
Conference. 

February  3,  Monday,  after  breakfast  and  devo- 
tions we  commenced  the  various  work  projects 
mentioned  ibef ore.  Each  -member  of  the  crew,  hav- 
ing recovered  from  periods  of  illness  now  partici- 
pated in  this  work  -week. 

Deliveries  of  bread  and  milk  by  horse  and  two 
wheeled  cart  deEghted  us  iby  its  picturesque 
appearance   and  many  pictures  iwere  taken.   We 


Photo  credit — LaVergne  Stone 

Bulletin  boards  being  made  from  Miranda's 

shipping  crates.  We  see  Bill  Miisser,  Lee 

Carey  and  Albert  Curtright  on 

the  ivork  scene. 


Photo  credit — LaVergne  Stone 

Bill  Miisser  reading  scHpture  with 

missionary  H.  Raymond  Aspinall  at  the 

Soldini  Church. 


Photo  credit — LaVergne  Stone 

The  quaint  bread  ivagon  that  fascinated 
all  the  visitors. 


were    all    excited    and   interested   in   the   vintage 
models  of  vehicles  that  were  in  active  use. 

The  religious  superstition  of  vast  numbers  oif 
the  people  was  impressed  upon  us  when  one  day 
our  tour  bus  stopped  at  a  roadside  shrine  to  a 
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.    Photo  credit — LaVergne  Stone 

A  major  function  of  work  at  Eden  Bible 
Institute  was  repairing  tvalls  and  painting. 
On  ladders  are  Jim  Payne,  Rodger  Geaslen 
and  Albert  Curtright.  John  Barber  is  tvork- 
ing  from  the  floor. 

woman  who  died  O'f  thirst  and  whose  baby  had 
survived.  Here  some  JHowers  and  dozens  of  bottles 
of  water  had  been  placed  by  worshipful  Argen- 
tineans. This  points  out  how  open  these  people  are 
to  a  religious  experience  they  can  relate  to.  The 
Evangelical  Christians  in  the  land  have  brought  to 
them  a  far  more  satisfying  experience  than  this 
with  the  story  of  the  whole  gosipel  of  Christ  With 
the  resurrection  and  a  spirit  led  life.  We  see  a 
tremendous  opportunity  for  a  continued  effort  oif 
our  missionaries  and  it  certainly  encourages  us  to 
support  them  in  this  great  work. 

Of  special  interest  to  the  farmers  in  our  group 
we  observed  lots  of  com  ripening  and  soybeans 
in  various  stages  of  maturity  and  the  very  flat 
country.  We  visited  two  churches  served  by  Pastor 
Walter  Terrazas,  the  first  at  iFirimat,  an  attractive 
but  small  facility.  We  were  served  refreshments 
then  went  on  to  Bombal  where  the  church  is  larger 
and  loicated  directly  on  the  outside  edge  of  the  city 
plaza.  A  new  parsonage  is  just  completed  there 
and  after  a  short  service  we  were  again  treated 
to  a  time  of  fellowship  and  refreshments. 

Friday,  February  7,  we  worked  hard  all  morning 
then  after  dinner  we  went  into  Rosario  by  bus 


and  did  some  sight-seeing.  Our  first  stop  was  at  a 
park  then  on  downtown  to  the  galeria  (shopping 
area)  ending  up  at  their  monument  to  their  flag. 
Several  of  us  went  up  into  this  250  foot  monument 
that  overlooks  the  Parana  River  and  the  city  o(f 
Rosario.  From  there  we  went  to  the  Aspinall  resi- 
dence where  we  enjoyed  refreshments  and  browsed 
around  their  house  and  back  lawn  where  they  have 
two  large  Century  plants.  After  leaving  the 
AspinaU  residence  we  visited  two  churches  psis- 
tored  by  Hector  Labanca  in  Rosario.  The  first,  a 
portable  buUding  and  then  to  the  central  church 
of  Rosario.  We  remember  this  church  for  three 
reasons.  First  its  very  useful,  convenient  construc- 
tion, second  because  Professor  Klingensmith  at 
Ashland  College  had  become  interested  in  the  work 
and  was  very  instrumental  in  the  construction  and 
support  of  it  and  third,  it  was  where  Juan  Carlos 
Miranda  grew  up.  Here  again  after  a  service  in 
which  Carl  Barber  brought  the  message  we  were  ■■ 
entertained  on  their  enclosed  patio  with  a  fra- 1 
grant  grape  vine  overspreading  it. 

Saturday,  February  8,  in  preparation  for  the 
Spiritual  Conference  bringing  in  representatives 
of  aU  our  churches  of  Argentina  we  made  room 
by  moving  out  of  the  Institute  building.  The  i 
women  went  to  the  Miranda's  house  and  the  men, 
with  some  misgivings  from  both  them  and  their  i 
wives,  moved  to  a  shed  type  building  on  the  back- 
side of  the  campus.  This  building  was  improved 
much  with  a  new  coat  of  blue  and  white  white- 
wash and  we  reinforced  some  bunk  beds  which 
accommodated  them  very  comfortably.  The  bath- 
room was  more  spacious  and  we  delighted  in  the 
gas-fLred  shower  head.  This  will  be  the  home  of  a 
neiwly  married  couple,  he  being  a  seminary  student, 
coming  this  March. 

On  this  day  Mrs.  Eleanor  Romanenghi  returned 
from  a  vacation  to  her  quarters  which  we  had  been  i 
using.  It  was  a  joy  to  meet  this  gracious  lady  who 
as  a  daughter  of  Dr.  C.  F.  Yoder  came  to  Argen- 
tina at  the  age  of  four.  Dr.  Yoder  was  the  founder 
of  the  Argentine  Missions  in  1910. 

Sunday,   February   9,   the  Spiritual   Conference  ■ 
continued  with  an  address  by  David  Sommerville,  , 
graduate  of  Kansas  State  University  with  a  major 
in   Spanish   literature.   He   was   a   very  able  and  I 
interesting  speaker  and  he  spoke  four  times  dur- 
ing the  conference.  He  came  to  South  America  as  - 
a    missionary   with    the   Plymouth   Brethren.    He 
and  his  family  now  live  in  Chile  and  he  is  a  pro- 
fessor at  two  colleges.  His  ability  to  share  with 
us  in  English  enriched  our  experience  with  him 
at   the   Conference.   There  was  no  business  con- 
ducted at  this  conference.  In  October  business  is  : 
conducted  at  a  separate  conference. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Juan  Carlos  Miranda,  our 
tour  group  served  tables  the  first  two  days  of  ' 
conference.  The  group  was  also  responsible  for  ■ 
Sunday  and  Monday  services  and  our  pastors  gave 
messages  and  other  members  read  scripture  and 
led  in  songs.  We  were  fortunate  in  catching  some 
of  the  memibers  of  Pastor  Jose  Anton's  church 
practicing  so  secured  them  for  a  special  number. 
Two  lovely  sisters,  EUzalbeth  Eugenia  Ahnzano  and 
Gloria  Elizabeth  Franco  Fresnco,  sang  to  their 
brother,  Dony  Elenor's,  accompaniment  on  a 
guitar. 

The  Bill  Fells  and  Sharon  Winter  arrived  Man- 
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day  afternoon  and  their  presence  greatly  enlivened 
the  atmosphere  with  Bill's  boo^mlng  voice  and 
Sharon  playing  the  accordian  wWle  Becky  sang 
for  the  service  that  evening.  Other  music  sprang 
up  after  the  service  ended  that  evening  and  fellow- 
ship in  songs  continued  on  into  the  night. 

We  were  especially  interested  and  thrilled  to 
hear  reports  of  the  growing  churches  and  camps 
initiated  by  these  representatives  of  several 
churches. 

February  11  their  Pastor's  Conference  began  in 
the  evening  and  Reverend  Carl  Barber  of  our 
Chandon,  Virginia  church  brought  several  mes- 
sages and  led  in  round  table  discussions  with  them, 
describing  the  church  as  one  body  with  many  mem- 
;bers  all  differing  in  nature  but  all  vital  to  the 
ibody. 

February  12,  Wednesday  evening  found  our 
group  preparing  to  leave,  expressing  fond  fare- 
wells and  giving  and  receiving  gifts.  A  love  gift 
was  presented  to  the  Aspinalls  and  Mirandas  at 
this  time  also  and  it  wUl  ibe  used  for  needs  at  the 
Eden  Bible  Institute.  We  went  to  bed  tired  and 
happy  only  to  be  awakened  about  1:30  A.M.  by 
enthusiastic,  melodious,  affectionate  songs  of  love 
and  farewell  accompanied  by  accordian  and  mouth 
organ.  The  following  morning  many  oif  the  same 
people  were  on  hand  With  more  farewell  greetings 
and  good  wishes  for  a  safe  trip  and  a  speedy  re- 
turn. Under  a  beautiful  Argentine  sunrise  we  left 
Eden  by  bus  for  Rosario  to  catch  the  train  into 
Buenos  Aires. 


This  last  day  was  invested  in  patronizing  some 
very  nice  souvenir  shops  and  a  visit  by  six  of  our 
people  with  the  American  Ambassador,  William 
C.  Hill.  He  had  ibeen  contacted  earlier  both  by 
ilndiana  Congressman  Bud  HUlis  and  a  caH  from 
Bill  Winter  to  secure  the  appointment.  He  showed 
much  interest  and  approval  of  our  Mission  Tour 
and  its  purpose  stating  that  he  himself  was  a 
Baptist  and  involved  in  mission  work  in  Jamaica 
at  one  time.  He  asked  for  a  banner  emblem  which 
we  had  brought  from  Eden  and  Juan  Carlos 
Miranda  feels  this  speaking  acquaintance  could  be 
very  beneficial  in  the  future.  This  last  night  to- 
gether was  climaxed  With  a  steak  dinner  served 
banquet  style  in  Nogaro  Hotel.  After  this  there 
was  a  sharing  period  which  we  reflected  the 
benefits  of  the  tour  and  heard  suggestions  on  how 
another  tour  might  be  even  more  successful. 

At  this  point  we  all  want  to  express  our  deepest 
appreciation  and  gratitude  to  our  Missionary  Board 
and  staff  at  Ashland  for  their  helpful  cooperation 
and  counsel  in  organizing  and  preparing  for  the 
tour. 

Our  becoming  Ibetter  acquainted  with  the  mis- 
sionaries and  their  families  has  been  a  great 
blessing  and  work  with  them  has  increased  our 
love  and  appreciation  for  them. 


Report  made  by  James  Payne,  Pres. 
[National  Layman's  Organization 
assisted  by  Fae  Musser  of  Bryan,  OH 
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■MOYIN"  ON" 

The  title  for  this  "traveling  report"  is  used  ad- 
visedly— from  the  T.V.  program  by  the  same 
name.  At  this  writing  we  are  "Movin'  On"  in  our 
Stationwagon  "semi-trucJk"  across  1-70  between 
Dayton  and  Columlbus — on  April  10th.  It's  the  first 
day  in  the  last  10  we  haven't  had  extensive  travel 
or  a  Workshop.  'Looking  forward  to  catching  our 
ibreath  in  Columlbus  (visiting  family  and  friends) 
toefore  going  on  to  Zanesville  tomorrow  noon  for 
2  Workshops  there.  Phil  thinks  the  bellman  at  the 
Motel  in  Dayton  ibeUeved  him  when  he  said  he  had 
to  pack  the  stationwagon  with  a  shoehorn. 
*     *     * 

Just  completed  5  of  8  Workshops  scheduled  on 
this  tour.  Already  we  have  ibeen  to: 

— ^Huntsville,  Alabama  (iFirst  United  Methodist 
Church)  .  .  .  where  the  tornado  warnings  that 
first  evening  kept  everyone  slightly  appre- 
hensive, especially  since  it  was  the  anniver- 
sary eve  of  the  devastating  tornadoes  in  that 
area  a  year  befoaie. 


— Gretna,  Ohio  (Gretna  Brethren  Church)  .  .  . 
where  hospitality  abounds  with  plenty  of  good 
help  to  set  up  and  dismantle,  delicious  home- 
made cookies,  and  the  renewal  of  past  warm 
friendships. 

— Troy,  Ohio  (First  United  Metho'dlst  Cliurch) 
.  .  .  where  the  Children's  Coordinator's  en- 
thusiasm for  our  coming  was  dearly  evident 
by  her  cordial  greeting  and  involving  her 
whole  family  in  helping  us  unload  .  .  .  and 
where  we  were  privileged  to  worship  with 
that  congregation  on  Sunday  morning. 

— ^Ashland,  Ohio  (Ashland  Theological  Semin- 
ary) .  .  .  where  the  chapel  pews  were  re- 
arranged along  the  walls  and  down  the  center 
to  display  our  Brethren  House  ideas  .  .  .  leav- 
ing only  the  floor  as  a  "resting  place"  for  the 
65-plus  participants  who  attended  chapel  and 
■the  other  short  instructional  periods. 

— Dayton,  Ohio  (Corinth  Blvd.  Presbyterian 
Church)  .  .  .  where  a  large,  enthusiastic  group 
of  85  attenders  from  Metho-dist,  Presbyterian, 
Brethren,  Episcopal,  and  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren Churches  filled  the  big  FeUowship  Hall 
we  had  prepared  vnth  displays. 
*     *     * 

We  are  always  encouraged  to  have  Brethren 
participation  on  Workshop  Tours  of  this  kind.  In 
addition  to  the  Gretna  Brethren  (who  attended 
in  their  own  church)  there  were: 

4  from  West  Alexandria  at  Gretna, 
3  from  Dayton  Hillcrest  at  Troy, 
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A   few  Bret±Lren   from    the   Ashland   area   at 

the  Seminary, 
2  from  Gratis  at  Dayton. 

A  particular  desire  to  attend  the  Workshops  was 
demonstrated  (and  appreciated)  by  the  bus-load 
who  drove  80  miles  from  Birmingham  to  Hunts- 
ville,  those  who  came  100  miles  from  another 
southern  Alabama  community,  the  two  students 
from  Nashville,  Tennessee,  who  came  65  miles, 
the  West  Alexandria  Brethren  who  came  85  miles 
to  Gretna,  and  those  who  came  from  Findlay  and 
Norwalk  to  the  Seminary  in  Ashland —  .  .  .(all 
miileage  given  is  one  way.) 

The  Ashland  Seminary  Chapel  was  a  crowded, 
but  lively,  place  to  spend  a  Workshop  day.  Our 
duties  included  a  Chapel  presentation  in  the  morn- 
ing for  the  students,  a  class-session  and  open  meet- 
ing in  the  afternoon  (when  many  teachers  from 
the  area  came  in)  and  some  Workshop  activities 
in  the  evening  (when  several  Sem-wives  joined 
the  group  too).  We  were  especially  pleased  to 
share  Christian  Education  materials  with  those  in 
training  for  future  service  in  many  different 
churches.  And  their  interest  in  examing  the  ma- 
terials and  discussing  concepts  was  gratifying.  We 
trust  the  Lord  that  the  day  together  might  be 
beneficial  to  many  teachers  and  children  in  the 
years  ahead. 

*  *  =f: 

In  actuality  what  we've  said  about  the  Seminary 
Workshops  is  also  descriptive  of  the  others  as 
well.  Most  encouraging  to  find  teachers  eager  to 
learn,  try  out  new  ideas,  and  take  another  look  at 
how  they  .might  improve  themselves  and  their 
classes. 

— ^One  said,  "I  was  considering  giving  up  my 
position  as  Church  School  Superintendent  because 
I  was  so  discouraged.  But  now  I  am  charged  up 
and  eager  to  go  back  home  and  see  if  I  can  get 
things  roUing  again." 

— ^One  wrote,  "This  has  opened  me  to  more 
approaches  to  teaching.  Thank  you.  Keep  up  the 
good  work." 

— ^Another  wrote,  "So  many  ways  to  help  project 
our  ideas  to  the  children.  An  inspiration  to  go  on 
to  bigger  and  better  things  for  the  kids." 

— Another   wrote,    "I   learned  practical   applica- 


tions that  related  to  the  abstract  philosophical 
principles  of  education  so  that  I  can  now  be  a 
doer  as  well  as  a  believer  in  the  long-term  values 
of  'involvement'  in  one's  own  education." 

— Another  wrote,  "The  most  important  thing  I 
learned  was  the  idea  of  teaching  each  individual 
child  and  meeting  their  needs  rather  than  con- 
centrate on  teaching  curriculum.  We  tend  to  for- 
get easily  the  importance  of  each  individual  child." 

— Another  wrote,  "I  learned  the  immensity  of 
the  things  one  can  do  to  reach  children  and  that 
ideas  will  come  to  aU  of  us  if  we  open  ourselves 
to  the  possibilities." 

— Another  said,  "I've  learned  so  much  my  mind 
is  overflowing.  I  move  to  a  very  large  room  next 
Sunday.  I  can  hardly  wait  to  get  started." 

One  lady  came  up  to  us  at  the  Dayton  Workshop 
and  reported,  "I  was  in  St.  Petersburg  last  week 
and  caUed  Brethren  House  several  times — but  got 
no  answer.  Finally  I  reached  Jean  and  she  then 
told  me  you  had  already  left  and  you  were  go-ing 
to  he  in  Dayton  now.  So,  although  I  just  got  home 
from  Florida  yesterday,  I  had  to  come  tonight." 
It  was  exciting  to  exchange  ideas  with  her  con- 
cerning the  learning  community  at  her  church. 
And  to  think  that  all  of  this  exchange  started  be- 
cause she  subscribes  to  our  Newsletter  and  made 
an  attempt  to  look  us  up  while  in  Florida. 
*     *     * 

Yet  to  go  on  this  Tour  are  Visits  to  Zanesville, 
Ohio  (RolUng  Plains  United  Methodist  Church) 
for  2  Workshops;  Oak  HiU,  West  Virginia  (First 
Brethren  Church)  for  both  Sunday  Services  on 
April  13th;  and  Charlotte,  North  Carolina  (Sardis 
Presbyterian  Church)  for  2  Workshops.  Thus  con- 
cluding 17  days  of  travel  and  16  programs  or 
Workshop  sessions.  .  .  .  (And  do  you  realize  that 
we've  only  scraped  one  telephone  pole  thus  far?) 

What  wUl  the  future  hold?  Perhaps  a  chance  to 
follow-up  on  the  inquiries  to  us  about  Workshops 
next  year  in  Anniston,  Alabama  ...  or  something 
in  the  Ashland-Mansfield  area  .  .  .  and  something 
for  the  Methodists  in  southern  Ohio  (which  is 
what  their  district  education  official  would  like). 
Approaching  the  Columbus 
City  Limits, 

Bonnie  and  Phil 


A    Full-fime    General    Secretary 

FOR  LARDIN  GABAS 


Since  July  1,  1974,  Wasinda  Mshelia  has  been 
serving  the  Eastern  District  (or  "Lardin  Gabas") 
0(f  the  Church  of  Christ  in  the  Sudan  as  its  first 
full-time  general  secretary.  The  church  gained  its 
independence  in  March,  1972,  after  49  years  of 
Church  of  the  Brethren  work  in  northeastern 
Nigeria. 

Mallam  (Mrs.)  Wasinda  comes  to  his  post  from 
a  career  as  a  primary  and  secondary  school  teacher 
and  a  pastor.  A  graduate  of  Waka  Teachers'  Col- 
lege   and    the    Theological    CoiUege    of    Northern 


Nigeria  (TCNN),  he  served  for  a  number  of  years 
as  pastor  of  the  Waka  congregation. 

With  arrangements  for  a  permanent  church 
headquarters  incomplete,  Mallam  Wasinda  pres- 
ently has  his  office  at  Shafa,  his  home  tO'Woi.  The 
38-year-old  churchman  and  his  wife  Saratu  have 
five  children. 

From  Shafa  he  travels — mostly  on  his  Honda 
175,  supplied  by  the  church — among  the  widely 
scattered  51  congregations  of  Lardin  Gaibas.  Busi- 
ness often  takes  him  75  mUes  east  to  Kulp  Bible 
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When  Wasinda  Mshelia  began  his  ivork 
last  July  as  General  Secretary  of  the  Lardin 
Gahas  church,  it  marked  the  first  time  that 
'the  recently  independent  district  had  been 
'under  full-time  Nigerian  leadership). 

School,  where  faciUties  are  maintained  for  con- 
ferences and  committee  and  board  meetings. 

Mallam  Wasinda  describes  himself  as  a  "Ni- 
gerian Loren  Bowman,"  referring  to  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  general  secretary  in  the  U.S. 
Appointed  by  Lardin  Gabas'  General  Council,  he 
serves  as  the  executive  officer  for  that  group, 
administers  the  Lardin  Gabas  program,  supervises 
iits  employees,  and  appoints  its  personnel.  In  addi- 
tion he  represents  Lardin  Gabas  in  the  Fellowship 
of  the  Churches  otf  Christ  in  the  Sudan  (known 
by  the  Hausa  acronym,  TEKAS)  and  other 
Nigerian  and  world  Christian  bodies. 

The  genial  Bura  tribesman  finds  himself  at  home 
fin  all  parts  oif  Lardin  Gabas  through  his  long 
i  association  with  school  teachers  and  church  work- 
ers. One  of  his  outstanding  traits  is  an  abiUty  to 
identify  with  people,  his  education  and  sophistica- 
tion do  not  get  in  his  way  as  he  makes  himself 
at  home  in  the  humblest  local  congregation. 

The  general  secretary  points  out  with  satis- 
faction the  growing  number  of  new  converts  and 
congregations  in  his  newly  independent  denom- 
ination. Much  of  the  growth  is  taking  place  in  the 
eastern  areas  of  the  district,  which  has  not  felt  as 
much  impact  from  Islam.  A  recent  aid  to  the 
Gospel's  spread  there  is  the  translation  of  the 
New  Testament  into  Higi,  the  major  language  of 
the  New  Testament  into  Higi,  the  major  language 
Off  that  area. 

Another  growing  area  is  in  the  northiwestern 
corner  of  Lardin  Gabas,  centered  on  Buni  and 
Gabai,  where  the  Bomo  Railways  has  opened  areas 
to  settlement.  At  Biu,  where  the  pioneer  mission- 
aries Albert  Helser  and  Stover  Kulp  originally  had 
hoped  to  settle  in  1923,  a  new  congregation  was 
recently  established. 

Evangelism,  once  the  sphere  of  the  missionary 
churchmen,  is  now  completely  in  the  hands  of 
iNigerians.  Under  the  indigenous  supervision  a 
new  approach  to  evangelism — called  "team  evan- 
gelism"— is  proving  very  successful.  Three  teams 
are  presently  fielded,  working  in  the  NgosM,  Fali- 
Gude  and  Wandali  areas.  Each  team  consists  Oif 
three  people:  a  leader  (who  (must  toe  a  TCNN  grad- 


Lardin  Gabas  is  still  an  area  tvhere 
churches  may  be  located  in  isolated  villages, 
far  from  the  highways.  In  his  work  as  gen- 
eral secretary,  Wasinda  Mshelia  depends  on 
his  Honda  175  to  reach  his  scattered  con- 
stituents. In  one  month  he  may  travel  sev- 
eral hundred  miles,  many  of  them  over  rocky 
foot  paths  or  dry  season  traces. 

uate),  an  assistant  (who  must  be  a  Kulp  Bible 
School  graduate),  and  a  health  worker.  The  three 
present  a  program  of  preaching,  healing  and  teach- 
ing. The  present  team  leaders  are  Anduwi  Marya, 
Zira  Dia  Kwaha  and  FUibus  Gwama. 

Pointing  to  other  progress  in  Lardin  Gabas, 
Mallam  Wasinda  notes  that  Kulp  Bible  School'  is 
being  upgraded  toward  the  level  of  the  Theological 
College  of  Northern  Nigeria  and  will  offer  a  cer- 
tificate course  in  1976  in  addition  to  its  regular 
and  advanced  courses.  To  encourage  training  for 
pastors,  Lardin  Gabas  offers  scholarships  to  send 
persons  to  TCKN  and  to  Kulp  Bible  School's  ad- 
vanced class.  Currently  Kulp  Bible  School  prin- 
cipal Mamadu  K.  MshelbUa  is  studying  at  Eliza- 
bethtowTi  College  in  Pennsylvania,  being  spon- 
sored by  the  Basel  Mission,  which  works  in  eastern 
Lardin  Gabas. 

Continuing  his  enumeration  of  progress  signs, 
the  general  secretary  sees  the  several  new  trans- 
lations of  the  New  Testament  as  assurance  of 
future  spreading  of  Christianity  in  Lardin  Gabas. 
Aside  from  the  aforementioned  Hig'i  New  Testa- 
ment, the  Bura  New  Testament  is  currently  under- 
going a  new  translation  by  a  Bura  scholar,  pro- 
fessionally trained  as  a  translator.  A  Margi  New 
Testament  committee  held  its  first  meeting  last 
November,  and  a  KUibaz  New  Testament  is  being 
produced  by  a  neighboring  Danish  Lutheran 
mission. 

With  literacy  in  Lardin  Gabas  growing  and  the 
Gospel  soon  to  be  available  to  all  in  English, 
Hausa,  Bura,  Margi,  Hiigi  and  KUba,  Mallam 
Wasinda  looks  to  the  future  and  his  work  as 
Lardin  Gabas  general  secretary  wdth  confidence 
and  hope. 

This  article  is  reprinted  by 
permission  from  the 
MESSENGER,   April  1975  edition 

1  Dick  and  Kitty  Winfield  serve  as  mis- 
sionaries at  Kulp  Bible  School 

2  Grieves  are  working  in  KSllba  translation 
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Deborah  Seaman  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lenny  Seaman  of  Ashland.  She  is  a  memiber 
of  the  Park  Street  Brethren  Church,  and  a  church 
school  teacher  in  the  Beginners  Department,  in 
addition  to  being  a  teacher  and  superintendent  in 
the  Vacation  Bible  School.  She  works  at  Brethren 
Care  in  the  summer  and  in  the  College  Library  in 
the  winter. 

Debbie  went  on  the  European  Education  tour  in 
the  spring  of  1975.  She  has  played  clarinet  and 
bassoon  in  the  marching  and  concert  bands  for 
three  years.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Student  Edu- 
cation Association,  Council  for  Exceptional  Chil- 
dren, Kappa  Delta  Pi,  the  education  honorary 
society,  and  has  been  on  the  academic  honors  list 
during  her  college  years. 

Debbie's  degree  is  a  Bachelor  of  Science  In  Edu- 
cation. She  will  graduate  with  dual  certificates  in 
Elementary  Education  and  EMR  (Educable  Men- 
tally Retarded)  plus  Reading  and  Kindergarten 
certificates.  Dehlbie  plans  to  teadh  in  one  of  these 
areas. 


Paula  Gray  is  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Paul  Tinkel  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  She 
finished  her  college  education  and  was  married  to 
Dan  in  December.  They  are  members  of  the 
Crestwood  Brethren  Church  in  Fort  WajTie;  Dan 
is  the  Minister  of  Christian  Educatian,  and  Paula 
is  the  church  secretary. 

Paula  has  been  a  member  of  the  Arizona- 
Wyoming  team  and  the  Learning  Center  team  of 
Fort  Wayne.  She  has  served  on  the  Brethren  Youth 
CouncU  for  4  years,  treasurer  for  the  National 
Brethren  Youth,  literature  secretary  and  vice 
president  of  National  Sisterhood  of  Mary  and 
Martha. 

In  college,  Paula  was  a  member  of  Kappa  Delta 
Pi,  the  education  honorary  society,  and  Kalon,  the 
Senior  Women's  Honorary  organization.  She  was 
vice  president  of  Amstutz  Hall,  judicial  head  of 
Clark  Hall,  and  a  member  of  the  Judicial  Court 
of  WSGA. 

Paula's  degree  is  the  Bachelor  of  Science  in 
Education.  In  addition  to  being  a  minister's  Wife, 
she  plans  to  be  an  elementary  teacher. 


May  17,  1975 


Page  Eleven 


-Maircia  Stoiffer  is  the  daughter  of  Norman 
MoPherson  and  the  late  Mrs.  MoPherson  of  the 
Gretna  (O'hio)  Brethren  Church.  She  is  married 
to  Dale,  who  will  graduate  from  the  Theological 
Seminary  in  June. 

Marcia  completed  her  college  work  in  December 
and  lis  the  oififice  secretary  for  the  denominational 
Board  of  Christian  Education.  While  in  college, 
she  was  a  member  of  Kappa  Delta  Pi  and  the 
Chapel  Choir,  in  addition  to  being  a  CoUegiate 
Crusader  and  vice  president  of  Sem  Wives. 

Her  degree  is  a  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Educ- 
tion. Following  graduation  and  ordination  for  Dale, 
they  will  move  to  Pasadena,  California,  where 
Marcia  hopes  to  teach  and  Dale  will  attend  Fuller 
Tliealogical  Seminary.  Dale  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thomas  Stoffer  of  Canton. 


Sarah  Keffer  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dick  B.  Keffer  of  Ashland,  and  a  member  of  the 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church.  At  the  church  Sarah 
teaches  the  church  school  class  of  7th  and  8th 
grade  girls,  and  directs  the  Cherub  Choir. 

She  was  on  the  European  Education  tour  of 
1975,  has  been  on  the  academic  honors  list  during 
her  four  college  years,  and  is  a  member  of  Kappa 
Delta  Pi,  the  education  honorary  soiciety.  She  vol- 
unteers as  a  swimming  instructor  with  handi- 
capped children  at  the  YMCA  and  works  as  a 
teacher  in  the  summer  day-camp  program  at  Dale- 
Roy  School  for  the  -mentally  retarded. 

With  a  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Education  degree, 
Sarah  plans  to  be  an  elementary  teacher,  and  will 
continue  her  education  to  keep  abreast  of  the  ever- 
changing  ideas  that  occur. 


Kenneth  Van  Duyne  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frederick  Van  Duyne  from  the  Tiosa  (Indiana) 
Brethren  Church.  He  is  married  to  Sherry,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Virgil  Barnhart.  Ken's 
degree  is  the  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Business 
Management,  and  he  has  a  religion  minor. 

Summers  have  been  spent  in  camp  work.  He  has 
counseled  at  Shipshewana,  and  has  'been  program 
director  for  Camp  Bethany  since  January  1973. 

Ken  may  continue  at  Ashland  to  obtaiin  his 
Bachelor  of  Science  in  Secondary  Education,  and 
then  attend  the  Theological  Seminary  for  addi- 
tional training.  He  wants  to  devote  more  time  and 
effort  to  the  camping  ministry  of  the  churoh. 
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Sharon  Crissman  is  the  daughter  of  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Thomas  Kidder  in  Brush  Valley,  Pennsyl- 
vania. She  is  'married  to  Earl,  who  will  graduate 
from  the  Theological  Seminary  in  June.  Sharon 
has  earned  her  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in 
Education,  and  completed  her  work  in  December. 
She  has  been  on  the  academic  honors  list  through- 
out her  college  years. 

In  addition  to  their  college  and  seminary  work, 
she  and  Earl  have  worked  with  physically  handi- 
capped and  mentally  retarded  persons.  They  have 
been  recreational  therapists,  and  have  conducted  a 
Christian  Education  program  with  the  residents. 

Sharon  wants  to  continue  teaching  and  working 
with  the  mentally  retarded  people,  wherever  the 
Lord  leads  her  and  Earl. 


Sue  Ellen  Stoffer  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thomas  L.  Stoffer  of  Canton,  and  a  member 
of  the  Trinity  Brethren  Church  there.  Sue  has 
traveled  with  the  Show  Me  team  and  The  Twelve, 
both  Brethren  Youth  Crusader  tecims.  Last  sum- 
mer she  was  one  of  the  cooks  at  Camp  Bethany. 
She  served  as  secretary  for  the  National  Brethren 
Youth  Council  for  two  years. 

During  her  college  years,  Sue  has  been  on  the 
academic  honors  list,  and  has  worked  in  the 
College  Library. 

Her  degree  is  the  Bachelor  of  Arts.  English  is 
her  major  field;  Latin  and  religion  are  her  minor 
subjects.  Following  graduation,  Sue  will  enter  the 
University  of  Illinois  at  Urbana-Champaign  to  pre- 
pare for  a  Master  of  Science  degree  in  Library 
Science.  She  is  engaged  to  Bruce  Ronk. 


Joan  Merrill  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
William  Shultz  of  the  Berlin  (Pennsylvania) 
Brethren  Church.  In  December  s.he  completed  her 
college  work  and  married  Dayrl.  They  live  in 
Mulberry,  Indiana. 

Ashland  CoUege  has  a  cooperative  program  in 
Home  Economics  with  Purdue  University  in  Lafay- 
ette, Indiana.  Joan  participated  one  year  in  the 
Retailing  in  the  Fashion  Field  program  there.  She 
has  earned  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree,  majoring 
m  Comprehensive  Home  Economics  with  an  em- 
phasis In  Fashion  Retailing.  Joan  plans  to  enter 
retail  management. 
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Bruce  Ronk  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dorman 
Ronk  of  Ashland.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Park 
Street  Church,  where  he  is  the  teacher  for  the 
high  school  class.  Bruce  has  traveled  with  three 
Crusader  teams:  the  Arizona- Wyoming,  The 
Twelve,  and  The  One  (Mid-West).  This  summer 
he  will  be  a  pastoral  intern  at  the  Canton  (Ohio) 
Trinity  Brethren  Church. 

Bruce  has  been  vice  president  and  treasurer  of 
the  National  Brotherhood,  a  district-  and  an  at- 
large  representative  to  the  National  Brethren 
Youth  Council.  He  has  been  head  photographer 
if  or  the  Ashland  College  News  Bureau  for  3  years, 
and  plays  cello  in  the  Ashland  Symphony. 

He  will  receive  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree,  with 
a  major  in  religion  and  minors  in  psychology  and 
chemistry.  He  plans  to  attend  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary  in  preparation  for  a  degree  in  Audio- 
Visual  Technology  for  use  in  the  church. 


Beverly  Blough  of  the  Smith  wile  (Ohio)  Breth- 
ren Church  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clarence  Blough.  Bev.  has  been  a  member  of  a 
Crusader  team  for  two  years.  This  summer  she 
will  be  in  Colombia,  South  America,  serving  as 
an  intern  with  the  Kenneth  Solomon  missionary 
family. 

In  college  Bev  has  been  active  in  the  Alpha 
Theta  Christian  Fellowship.  She  has  earned  the 
Bachelor  of  Science  in  Education  degree,  and  plans 
to  be  an  elementary  teacher. 

Bev  is  engaged  to  Randy  Smith,  a  student  at 
the  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  from  the 
Jefferson  (Indiana)  Brethren  Church. 
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THE  EIGHTY-EIGHTH 

BRETHREN  CONFERENCE 

OF  INDIANA 


2:30 
3:30 


5:30 


6:45 


7:30 


8:30 


THE  BRETHREN   RETREAT 
Shipshewana,    Indiana 

JUNE  12-14.   1975 


Conference   Organization 

Moderator    Elder  Duane  Dickson,  Wabash 

Vice  Moderator  ....  Elder  William  Kerner,  Roann 
Secretary-Treasurer 

Elder  Spencer  Gentle,  Goshen 
Ass't.  Sec'y--Treas.  .  .  Elder  Brian  Moore,  Ardmore 
Statistician  Mrs.  Dale  RuLon,  Elkhart 


Conference  Theme 
"Counting:  the  Cost" 
(For  Church  Growth) 

Conference  Song  Leader:     Mrs.  M.  W.  Dodds 
Conference  Pianist:     Mrs.  Robert  Crowe 
Conference  Organist:     Mrs.  Woodrow  Immel 


9:30 


7:00 
7:30 
8:15 
9:15 

10:00 


10:45 


PROGRAM 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON— JUNE  13 

1:00    Board  and  Committee  Meetings 
2:00    Opening  of  Conference — Tabernacle 
Hymn 

Meditation:     Richard  Boyd,  Milford 
Special  music:     A  Male  Quartet, 

Burlington 
Appointment  of  Conference 

Membership  Committee 
Announcements 


11:15 
12:00 


1:15 


1:30 


2:30 


Simultaneous  Sessions  (See  Auxiliaries) 
Business  Session 

Hymn  i 

Report  of  Conference  Membership  ■ 

Committee 
Appointment  of  Conference  Committees 
Committee  on  Committees 
Ways  and  Means  Committee 
Rules  and  Organization  Committee 
Report  of  Statistician 
Report  «f  Conference  Treasurer 
Supper 

THURSDAY  EVENING— JUNE  12 

Hymn 

Bible  Lecture 

Elder  Delbert  R  Flora,  Ashland,  Ohio 
Hymn 

Announcements 
Special  Music 
Moderator's  Address 

Elder  Duane  Dickson,  College  Comer 
W.M.S.  Inspirational  Service 

Prelude Mrs.  Lester  Hooley  J 

Theme  Song:     "It's  Time" 

Prayer  Mrs.  Isaac  Stout 

Special  Music   Brighton  Chapel 

Speakers  .  .  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wilfred  Kent, 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 
Closing  Prayer 

Mrs.  J.  Edward  Bargerbuff 
Store  open  lor  one  hour 

FRIDAY  MORNING— JUNE  13 

Individual  Devotions 

Breakfast 

Simultaneous  Sessions  (See  Auxiliairies) 

Hymn 

Bible  Lecture — ^Elder  Delbert  B.  Flora 

Business  Session 

Special  Music 

Prayer 

Report  of  Conference  Membership 
Committee 

Old  Business 

New  Business 
District  Board  Reports  (5  minutes  each) 

Ministerial  and  Congregational 
Relations  Board 

Board  of  Trustees 

Board  of  Christian  Education 

District  Members  of  Aslhland 
College  Trustees 

Mission  Board 

Long  Range  and  Planning  Committee 
Youth/Adult  Panel 
Lunch 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON— JUNE  13 

Musical  Meditations 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  St.  Clair  Benshoiff 
Denominational  Advance 

Elder  Smith  Rose 
Board  of  Christian  Education 
Publication  Board 
Missionary  Board 
Benevolent  Board 
Central  Council 
Church  Growth  Reports  and  Seminar 

Elder  Smith  Rose 
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4:30    Banquets 

W.M.S.  and  Sisterhood— Salad  Buffet 
Ministeiium,  Laymen  and  Boys' 

Brotherhood  at  dining  room  of  hotel 

FRIDAY  EVENING— JUNE  13 

7:00    Hymn 

Bible  Lecture — ^Elder  Delbert  B.  Flora 
7:45    Hymn 

Announcements 

Special  Music:     Vocal  Solo 

Susie  Stout,  Center  Chapel 
Vice  Moderator's  Address: 

Elder  WUliam  Kemer,  Roann 
8:45    Laymen  Inspirational  Service — 

The  Nappajiee  and  Goshen  Choirs 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Crowe  will  present  the  musical: 
"Alleluia"  written  by  the  Bill  Gaithers 
9:45     (Store  O'pen  one  hour  following 
this  session) 

SATURDAY  MORNING— JUNE  14 

7:00    Individual  Devotions 

7:30    Breakfast 

8:15    Simultaneous  Sessions  (See  Auxiliaries) 

9:15    Hymn 

Bible  Lecture — Elder  Delbert  B.  Flora 
10:00    Business  Session 
Special  Music 
Prayer 

Report  of  Membership  Committee 
Report  of  Committee  on  Committees 
Election  of  Officers 
Report  of  Auditing  Committee 
Report  of  Resolutions  Committee 
Report  of  Committee  on  Moderator's 

Address 
Time  and  Place  of  1976  District 
Conference 
11:50    Installation  of  Conference  Officers 
12:00    Lunch 

SATURDAY  AFTERNOON-^JUNE  14 

1:30    Business  Session  if  needed 


AUXILIARIES 


Woman's  Missionary  Society 

Theme:     "It's  Tiine" 

"As  ye  have  therefore  received  Christ  Jesus  the 
Lord,  so  walk  ye  in  him"     (Colossiams  2:6) 

Theme  Song:     "Ifs  Time" 

(written  by  Bea  Bixler) 

Pianist   Mrs.  Lester  Hooley,  New  Paris 

Song  Leader  ....   Mrs.  Robert  Crowe,  Nappanee 

THUSDAY  AFTERNOON— JUNE  12 

2:30-  3:30    Prelude  Mrs.  Lester  Hooley 

Welcome  .  Mrs.  J.  Edward  Bargerhuff 
District  W.M.S.  President 
Theme  Song:     "It's  Time" 

Devotions  Mrs.  Isaac  Stout 

Center  Chapel 
Memorial   Roamoke  W.M.S. 


8:15- 


President's  Message 

Mrs.  J.  Edward  Bargerhuff 
W.M.S.  Benediction 

THURSDAY  EVENING— JUNE  12 

:30-  9:30    Prelude  Mrs.  Lester  Hooley 

Theme  Song:     "It's  Time" 

Prayer   Mrs.  Isaac  Stout 

Special  Number   . . .   Brighton  Chapel 
Speakers  .  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wilfred  Kent 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 
Closing  Prayer 

Mrs.  J.  Edward  Bargerhuff 

FRIDAY  MORNING-^IUNE  13 

9:15    Prelude  Mrs.  Lester  Hooley 

Theme  Song:     "It's  Time" 

Devotions  Mrs.  Isaac  Stout 

Business  .  Mrs.  J.  Edward  Bargerfuff 
Election  of  Officers 
Project  Offering  . .   Ardmore  W.M.S. 
W.M.S.  Benediction 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON-^JUNE  13 

7:00    W.M.S.  and  Sisterhood  Salad  Buffet 
The  Bryan  W.M.S.  in  charge 

SATURDAY  MORNING— JUNE  14 

9:15    Prelude   Mrs.  Lester  Hooley 

Theme  Song:     "It's  Time" 

Devotions  Mrs.  Isaac  Stout 

Soutlh  American  Adventure 

Mrs.  Albert  Curtright,  Burlington 
Business  .  Mrs.  J.  Edward  Bargerhuff 
W.M.S.  Benediction 


5:00- 


8:15- 


Laymen 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON— JUNE  12 

2:30    Simultaneous  Session 


9:15 
4:00 


8:45 


FRIDAY--JUNE  13 

8:15-  9:15    Business  Session 

Banquet — Laymen,  Boys 
Brotherhood  and  Ministerium 

Laymen  Inspirational  Service — 
The  Nappanee  and  Gosihen  Choirs 
will  present  the  musical: 
"AUeluia"  by  the  Gaithers.  Mrs. 
Mary  Crowe,  director. 

SATURDAY-^IUNE  14 

8:15-  9:15    Business  Session 


Ministerium 

THURSDAY— JUNE  12 

2:30    Devotions — ^Elder  Rodney  Thomas 
Program  on  Pastoral  Problems 
FRIDAY-^IUNE  13 

8:15-  9:15    Devotions — Elder  Stephen  Cole 

Program  on  time  management  for 
Pastors  in  Charge  of  Elder  Keith 
Bennett 
4:00    Banquet — Ministers,  Laymen,  Boys' 
Brotherhood  in  dining  room  of 
hotel 
SATURDAY— JUNE  14 
8:15-  9:15    Devotions — ^Licensee  Daniel  Gray 
Business 
Election  of  Officers 
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Sisterhood 

Theme:     "He  Is  Lord" 
Theme  Song:     "He  Is  Lord" 


THURSDAY  AFTERNOON— JUNE  12 

1:00-  3:00    Registration  in  the  Sisterhood  House 
Welcome — ^Darinda  Stonger, 

President 
Songs 

Introductions 

Instructions  from  the  Patroness, 
Mrs.  Leland  Stonger 
5:00    Weiner  Roast— All  Youth   (500) 

THURSDAY  EVENING — JUNE  12 

6:45-  7:15     Bible  Lecture  with  Conference 

7:30    Moderator's  Address 
8:15-10:30    B.Y.C. 

10:30    All  youth  off  grounds  and  in 

sleeping  quarters   (girls  will  have 
devotions  in  Sisterhood  House) 


FRIDAY  MORNING— JUNE  13 


7:00-  7:15 

7:30 

8:00-  9:15 


9:15-10:15 
10:15-11:00 
11:15-12:00 
12:00-  1:15 


Devotions 

Breakfast  at  the  Sisterhood  House 

Business  Session 

Theme  Song 

Reports 

Nominations  of  Officers 

Ingathering  Service — Offering 

Benediction 
B.Y.C. 

Recreation  with  B.Y.C. 
Youth/Adult  Panel  in  Tabernacle 
Hog  Roast  for  ALL  YOUTH^n 

charge  of  the  Burlington  Youth 


FRIDAY  AFTERNOON— JUNE  13 

1:15-  2:15    B.Y.C. 
2:15-  3:15     Recreation 
3:15-  4:00    Swimming 

4:00     Preparation  for  the  Buffet 

5:00    Buffet  with  the  W.M.S. 

FRIDAY  EVENING— JUNE  13 

7:00    Bible  Lecture  with  Conference 
8:00     B.Y.C. 
9:00-10:30    Campfire — Special  Program  by 

"Second  Celebration" 
10:30    All  Girls  off  grounds — in  Sisterhood 

House  for  Devotions 

SATURDAY  MORNING— JUNE  14 

7:00-  7:15    Devotions 

7:30    Breakfast  at  the  Sisterhood  House 
8:00-  9:15    Business  Session 
Theme  Song 
Election  of  Officers 
Goals 
Project 

Guest  Speaker:     Mrs.  Delta  Schutz 
9:15-10:15    B.Y.C— Highlights 

10:15    Recreation  and  Swim 

11:50    Installation  of  Conference  Officers 

12:00    Lunch  in  the  Sisterhood  House 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 
Boys'   Brotherhood 

THURSDAY  EVENING— JUNE  12 

10:30    Evening  Devotions — Will  Brown  in 

charge  in  Layman  Lodge 
11:00    Lights  out 

FRIDAY— -lUNE  13 
7:00-  7:15    Morning  Devotions — Rev.  Kenneth 

Howard 
B:15-  9:15    Simultaneous  Session  in  Shelter 
House — ^Rev.  James  Gilmer, 
speaker 
Banquet 

Evening  Devotions — ^WUl  Brown  in 
charge  in  Laymen  Lodge 
SATURDAY— JUNE  14 
Morning  Devotions — Jeff  Brown 
Simultaneous  Session  with  Laymen 
in  Laymen  Lodge 


4:00 
10:30 


7:00-  7:15 
8:15-  9:15 


Indiana   District  Youth   Conference 
Theme:     "Christ:  Who  Is  He?" 
Directors:     Mr.  Gerald  Zook — 8th  grade  and 
under;  meet  in  Shelter  House 
Mr.  Willard  Brown — 9th  grade  and 
up;  meet  in  Laymen  Lodge 
All  Youth  will  meet  together  in  Laymen  Lodge 
except  for  the  sessions  on  the  Theme,  Review 
of  highUghts,  and  nightly  devotions. 


THURSDAY— JUNE  12 

2:00 

Registration — 75p — Shelter  House 

2:10-  3:15 

Recreation 

3:30-  4:45 

Swimming 

5:00 

Weiner  Roast  (50(t) 

6:30 

Late  Registration 

6:45-  7:30 

Bible  Lecture  in  Tabernacle 

7:30-  8:30 

Moderator's  Address 

8:30-  9:00 

Hike  and  Refreshments 

9:00-10:00 

Session  on  the  Theme 

10:00-10:30 

Campfire 

10:30 

All  youth  off  grounds  and  in 

sleeping  quarters 

FRIDAY— JUNE  13 

7:00-  7:15 

Devotions 

7:30 

Breakfast 

8:15-  9:15 

S.M.M.— Brotherhood 

9:15-10:15 

Session  on  theme 

10:15-11:00 

Recreation 

11:15 

Youth/Adult  Panel  in  Tabernacle 

12:00 

Hog  Roast 

1:15-  2:15 

Session  on  Theme 

2:15-  3:15 

Recreation 

3:15-  4:00 

Swimming 

4:00 

Banquets 

7:00 

Bible  Lecture  in  Tabernacle 

8:00 

Session  on  theme 

9:00-10:00 

Campfire 

10:30 

AU  youth  off  grounds  and  in 

sleeping  quarters 

SATURDAY— JUNE  14 

7:00-  7:15 

Devotions 

7:15 

Breakfast 

8:15 

S.M.M.— Brotherhood 

9:15 

Review  of  Conference  highlights 

10:15 

Recreation 

11:15 

Swimming 

12:00 

Homeward  bound 

May  17,  1975 


Page  Seventeen 


by  Susan  Michael 


''FRIENDSHIF' 


Have  you  ever  had  a  friend  wlho  you  oouid  share 
your  life  with?  A  friend  who  you  could  share  your 
hopes,  joys  and  sorrows  with?  Have  you  ever  had 
a  friend  who  you  could  talk  to  and  never  get 
ibored  with  or  run  out  of  things  to  share  with 
each  other?  A  friend  who  is  always  there  when 
you  just  need  someone  to  be  with  you  and  show 
you  they  do  care?  I  have  friends  like  this  and  I 
thank  God  for  these  friends! 

Have  you  ever  thought  what  this  world  would 
ibe  like  without  the  beauty  of  friendship  and 
Fellowship?  Most  of  our  life  time  is  spent  with 
our  families  and  friends.  God  gave  us  families 
and  friends,  because  we  need  this  fellowship  with 
one  another. 

Christian  friends  are  one  of  the  joys  we  have 
in  this  world.  A  Christian  friend  is  not  only  a  per- 
son we  can  share  hopes,  joys  and  sorrows  with, 
but  we  can  also  share  Christ  together.  Every 
Christian  needs  another  Christian  sister  (or 
brother)  to  fellowship  and  grow  in  Christ.  A  Chris- 
tian friend  can  help  pick  you  up  when  you  fall  to 
the  sins  of  the  world.  (Eccl.  4:9,10)  A  friend  in 
Christ  WiU  love  you  all  the  time  even  when  you 
fall.    (Pr.  17:17) 

At  times  in  my  life  I  really  don't  know  what  I 
would  do  without  my  Christian  friends.  There  are 
many  times  when  I  need  to  fellowship  with  these 
friends.  So  we  can  share  our  feelings  albout  Christ 
and  study  His  word.  The  Bible  tells  us  that  where 
two  or  more  are  gathered  together  in  Qirist's 
name,  He  is  among  them.  (Matt.  18:20)  So  When 
we  have  fellows'hip  with  Christian  friends  we  can 
'be  sure  that  Christ  is  with  us  in  all  we  do  and 
say. 


Most  all  of  us  have  nonOhrlstiam  friends,  too. 
These  non-Christian  friends  can  be  a  blessing  for 
us  because  they  can  help  keep  us  Christians  on 
our  toes.  Hopefully  these  friends  can  see  the  love 
we  have  for  Christ  and  the  love  we  have  for  each 
other.  Then  they  might  come  to  know  Christ  by 
seeing  Christ  in  our  life. 

Friends  are  a  very  special  part  of  my  life,  and 
I  just  want  to  thahk  God  for  the  love  they  have 
given  me.  I  found  this  saying  one  day  wJiile  look- 
ing through  some  books,  and  I  would  like  to  share 
it  with  you. 

God  never  loved  me  in  so  sweet  a  way  ibef  ore. 
'Tis  He  alone  who  can  such  iblessing  send. 
And  wihen  His  love  would  new 

expressions  find. 
He  brought  thee  to  me  and  He  said — 

"Behold  a  friend." 

Unknown 


(Susan  Michael  is  from  Gratis,  Ohio  and 
trill  be  a  junior  at  Ashland  College  next  fall. 
She  has  been  a  crusader  for  the  past  ttvo 
years  serving  on  "The  Twelve"  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1973  and  then  on  "One"  Mid^vest  in 
the  summer  of  1974.  Susan  currently  holds 
the  office  of  Statistician  for  the  National 
Brethren  Youth.  She  has  been  active  in  Sis- 
terhood for  many  years.) 
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NATIONAL  BYC  CONVENTION  AUG.  13-17,  1975 


Because  of  the  fantastic  opportunity  for  BYC 
members  to  become  involved  with  the  lOL  Seminar 
(International  Center  for  Learning),  our  National 
BYC  Convention  (also  the  adult  Conference)  will 
officially  begin  Wednesday  morning,  August  13. 
But  there  are  some  activities  being  planned  on 
Tuesday  following  the  ICL  Seminar  for  those  who 
are  already  here. 

Our  tentative  1975  BYC  Convention  schedule 
includes: 

Our  Moderator's  Address  by  Stephen  Barber 

Daily  Bible  Study  with  Dr.  Charles  Munson 

Brotherhood  and  Sisterhood  daily  sessio-ns 

District  BYC  Caucuses 

Business  Meetings 

Board  of  Christian  Education  Evening 

Celebration 
Crusader  Review 
Sharing  Times 
Play  Day 

Dr.  Win  Am,   Church  Growth  Specialist 
Youth  Communion 
Sunday  Morning  Youth  Service  and  lots  more. 

Don't  Be  Left  Out!! 

Plan  Now  To  Attend  the  IC3L  Seminar — 

August  11  &  12 

and 

National  BYC  Convention — ^August  13-17 

(Watch  for  more  details  in  future  Evang:elist) 
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Scwnecwie  has  defined  ecology  as  "good  house- 
keeping on  a  cosmic  scale."  This  definition  hrings 
the  subject  right  into  the  ibailiwick  of  us  women 
who  spend  so  much  of  our  time  defrosting  our 
i  next  meal  and  rearranging  the  dust  under  the  bed 
or  doing  whatever  else  comes  under  the  heading 
of  housekeeping.  Right  along  this  Une,  as  God's 

(trustees  of  our  lives,  we  have  many  comparable 
responsibilities, 
iln  the  household  realm,  one  thinks  immediately 

1  of  cleanliness.  Who  likes  to  live  in  a  dirty,  smelly 
house?    Similarly,   as  keepers   of   God's  spiritual 

;  house  CI  Cor.  6:19,20),  we  need  to  keep  out  the 
filth,  by  reading,  speaking,  and  engaging  in  activi- 
ties that  reflect  the  'presence  of  God's  Spirit  in 
our  lives. 

Recent  emphasis  on  ecology  has  alerted  us  to 
the  foolishness  of  "throw  aiway"  materials — ^boxes, 

!  bottles,  cans,  paper,  etc.  This  practice  not  only 
pollutes  our  landscape — in  fact,  our  entire  earth — 

j  but  wastes  our  resources  which  might  be  conserved 
and  re-used.  The  sajme  principle  obtains  in  the 
spiritual    realm.    Lives    are   wasted,    particularly 

j  among  young  people,  because  they  have  not  been 
taugiht  the  difference  between  right  and  wrong,  or 
they  have  been  too  long  allowed,  even  encouraged, 
to  "do  their  own  thing,"  when  it  has  a  devastating 
effect  on  them.  Drugs,  liquor,  illicit  sex,  crime, 
vandalism — all  occupy  the  time  and  attention  of 
many  who  might  lead  productive  Christian  lives. 
They  dissipate  their  lives,  resources,  even  their 
bodies.  They  (become  our  "throwaway"  ohildiren. 
Like  the  waste  from  some  industries  which 
pollute  our  air,  foul  our  water,  and  litter  our 
terrain,  these  unrestrained  individuals  perpetrate 
crimes,  engage  in  vandalism,  and  contaminate 
others  in  their  environs  by  teaching  them  evil 
ways  and  setting  vile  examples. 

Some  of  our  books,  movies,  and  TV  programs 
continually  pollute  the  minds  of  young  aind  old 
aUke,  until  there  is  very  Uttle  time  or  space  for 
the  good  and  the  (beautiful  for  those  who  read  and 
view  them. 

As  good  housekeepers,  women  try  to  arrange 
their  furnishings  conveniently.  They  don't  place 
bath  towels  in  the  living  room  nor  the  reading 
lamp  inside  the  refrigerator;  rather  they  place 
equipment  where  needed  and  most  [frequently 
used,  and  the  necessary  items  are  dbained  (first. 


SPIRITUAL  ECOLOGY 


Housekeepers  for  God's  spirit  shoiuld  observe 
similar  priorities.  "Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of 
God  ..."  and  "Love  the  Lord  thy  God  .  .  .  and 
thy  neighbor.  .  .  ."  Far  be  it  from  this  writer  to 
mention  the  thought  that  worship  service  on  Sun- 
day morning  should  have  prior  claim  over  golf 
or  that  Bible  reading  does  more  for  the  spirit  than 
saturating  oneself  in  "The  Beverly  Hillbillies"  or 
"HeeHaw."  That  would  indicate  that  she  had  left 
writing  and  igone  to  meddling;  but  it  is  a  thought. 

Among  the  commodities  that  contribute  to  com- 
fort and  attractiveness  in  the  home  are  warmth 
and  light.  A  cold  house  or  a  dark  one  can  'be  most 
unappealing,  even  formidable.  Who  likes  to  shiver 
in  a  clammy  room  or  stumble  over  furnishings  in 
darkness  or  semi-darkness?  By  the  Scime  token, 
when  we  observe  people  wlho  seem  like  drop-outs 
from  the  human  race — ^to  join  the  animals — how 
repulsed  we  are.  They  reveal  no  love  or  under- 
standing. In  contrast  to  that,  how  attracted  we 
are  to  those  w^ho  radiate  the  warmth  of  God's 
love  and  the  light  of  His  understanding! 

Whether  there  were  political  overtones  in  the 
movement  or  not,  I'm  not  sure;  but  when  news 
progrctms  on  TV  showed  American  couples  waiting 
for  and  eventually  welcoming  Uttle  Viet  Naon 
children,  some  of  this  love  revealed  itself.  As  they 
clasped  the  little  bodies  in  their  arms,  God's  love 
seemed  to  radiate  from  their  faces;  and  they 
weren't  asking  for  children  in  perfect  health.  In 
fact,  some  were  embracing  cross-eyed,  crippled,  or 
even  blind  babies. 

Recognizing  that  ecological  oonoems  prompt  us 
to  use  our  heat  and  Ugiht  wisely,  we  may  make 
the  spiritual  appUcation  by  admonishing  Christians 
to  give  their  love  and  understanding  to  lives  in- 
stead of  things,  to  human  lives  ahead  of  animal 
lives.  Pets  are  fun  to  have;  but  if  we  haven't  the 
time  or  affection  to  spread  around  lavishly, 
spending  it  on  human  lives  can  be  vastly  more 
rewarding. 

Application  of  pftiysical  ecological  principles  to 
the  spiritual  realm  might  go  on  and  on;  however, 
suffice  it  to  say,  our  lives  consist  of  light,  warmth, 
and  energy.  Let's  put  them  into  the  hands  of  the 
Great  Technician.  He  will  make  them  the  most 
attractive,  the  most  productive,  and  the  most 
fulfilling,    il 
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by  Mrs.  Pat  Richey 


Progrmn  for  June 

June,  1975 
Section  III 


TO   WORSHIP   HIM 


An   Exercise   in   Praise   to  God 


Praise,  everybody  loves  it.  It  does  wonders  for 
even  tlie  wealtest  of  us.  To  be  praised  see^ms  to 
bring  out  the  best  efforts  a  person  is  capable  of 
making.  It  raises  the  level  of  enthusiasm  a  person 
carries  and  often  makes  the  difference  between 
struggling  on  to  complete  a  task  or  giving  up. 

It  is  much  easier  for  us  to  praise  someone  else 
if  we  love  that  person.  It  is  so  with  God.  If  you 
have  no  reason  to  love  Him,  if  you  find  no  joy 
in  knowing  Him,  if  you  have  turned  your  back  on 
Him  and  want  no  part  of  Him,  there  is  little  for 
which  you  wUl  want  to  praise  God. 

Praise  is  given  to  God  because  He  deserves  it. 
Isaiah  proclaims  it  and  so  does  John  in  the  Book 
of  Revelation.  If  we  are  lovers  of  God,  we  will 
sincerely  seek  to  give  God  the  praise  He  deserves. 
God  motivates  us  by  several  different  means  to 
give  Him  praise.  We  see  God  through  the  pages 
of  our  Bibles;  we  can  see  what  He  has  done  in 
our  own  lives;  He  even  gives  us  joy  that  assists 
us  in  responding  to  Kim;  we  can  see  w^hat  He  has 
produced  as  a  result  of  His  work  in  us. 

Praise  is  to  be  cultivated  in  our  lives.  When  we 
praise  God  we  are  acknowledg'ing  His  deity,  His 
command  over  us.  We  worship  and  adore  Him 
because  He  is  God. 

Praising  God  is  an  exercise  of  the  wUl.  Praise  is 
the  response  of  a  grateful  heart  to  the  Creator. 
It  is  prompted  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  Perhaps  you 
have  never  really  tried  to  make  your  grateful 
heart  respond  to  God.  Learning  to  praise  is  de- 
pendent on  you.  You  must  focus  your  attention 
on  God.  Then  by  actually  doing  the  active  part 
of  opening  your  mouth  and  saying  to  God  that 
you  love  Him  and  give  Him  honor,  your  will  is 
exercised.  (You  may  also  give  praise  to  Jesus 
Christ,  for  as  you  glorify  Christ,  God  is  honored.) 
Make  up  your  mind  to  do  it  and  then  do  it.  The 
Holy  Spirit  will  give  you  the  ability  to  do  this. 


God  gives  us  excellent  examples  of  praise  that 
others  have  offered  to  Him.  These  are  acceptable 
forms  of  praise  and  can  provide  the  words  that 
we  so  often  fail  to  find.  They  are  the  Psalms.  We 
wUl  focus  on  the  Psalms  tO'day  as  we  take  part  in 
"An  exercise  otf  Praise  to  Gtod." 

(Leader's  Note:  As  each  girl  arrives  today  give 
her  a  pen,  and  a  piece  of  paper.  Also  be  sure 
that  each  girl  has  a  Bible  to  use.) 

Everyone  please  stand  for  the  Call  to  Worship. 

Please  read  together  Psalm  34:1-3  aloud. 

As  each  girl  is  seated,  please  find  the  47th 
Psalm  in  your  Bible.  When  you  find  this  psalm, 
read  it  silently  three  times.  Each  time  you  read 
it,  imagine  that  you  are  standing  before  God  and 
reading  it  to  Him.  Put  yourself  into  it  and  read 
with   real  meaning  and  enthusiasm. 

When   everyone  is  finished  reading  the  Psahnj 
quietly,    please   stand   again    and   this   time   readj 
this  Psalm   aloud  twice  with  the  same  meaning 
and  enthusiasm  that  you  were  using  when  reading 
silently. 

Be   seated  now.   Take  out  the  pen  and  paper^ 
Write  verse  6  of  the  47th  Psalm  at  the  top  of  you 
paper.  Now  co-mpose  a  verse  or  wr'ite  a  paragraph" 
based  on  any  of  the  foUowinig  topics  that  apply 
to  your  life  and  your  relationship  to  God. 

Praise  to  God  lor: 

God  as  He  is  revealed  in  the  Word. 

what  He  has  done  for  you. 

the  joy  He  gives  you. 

what  you  have  become  because  of  His  work 

in  your  life, 
^bringing  you  into  His  presence. 

When  everyone  is  finished,  you  may  take  turns 
reading  your  verses  to  the  group.  As  you  finish 
sharing  your  verses,  stand  in  a  circle,  holding 
hands.   Sing  several  choruses  of  praise  together. 

Now  pray  to  the  Lord  in  an  attitude  of  praise 
and  thanksgiving! 
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JUNIOR  SISTERHOOD 

Prograryi  for  June 


by  Mrs.  Pauline  Benshoff 


Disciples   At   Work 


Let's  start  the  meeting  with  singing.  I  don't 
know  about  you,  but  for  me  singing  and  malting 
melody  in  my  heart  sets  ime  up  for  a  good  day's 
work.  Paul  exhorts  us  to  "rejoice  in  the  Lord 
always  and  again  I  say  rejoice."  We  have  so  much 
to  be  joyous  about.  As  Christ's  disciples,  we  want 
to  prepare  ourselves  with  a  faithful  prayer  life 
and  a  song  on  our  lips  to  go  forth  to  work  for 
Him.  By  the  way,  what  do  you  have  to  be  joyous 
about?  Did  you  point  someone  to  Christ  today  by 
what  you  said,  did  or  implied?  Let's  just  praise 
the  Lord  and  sing. 
QINGSPIRATION: 

(Plan  for  this  time.  Don't  just  come  and  ask 
What  everyone  else  wants  to  sing.  Plan  it  well 
with  hymns  and  choruses  and  close  it  with  a 
short  prayer.) 

SCRIPTURE  LESSON:     Matthew  10:1-14 
SCRIPTURE  COMMENT: 

A  disciple  was  one  w)ho  believed  in  the  doctrines 
his  teacher  taught  and  followed  him.  Literally,  a 
disciple  means  a  scholar,  a  learner.  Most  often 
the  word  is  used  in  reference  to  believers  in  Christ, 
both  those  who  ibelieved  during  Christ's  time  and 
those  who  later  joined  the  early  church.  Jesus 
gave  His  disciples  authority  to  cast  out  evil  spirits 
and  heal  all  kinds  of  sickness  and  disease  and 
teach  and  preach.  Jesus  also  gave  them  specific 
instructions.  We  consider  ourselves  disciples  or 
followers  of  Jesus  because  we  too  believe  in  the 
doctrines  of  Christ  which  He  has  laid  down  in 
His  Word,  and  we  strive  to  live  by  them;  we  also 
share  them  with  others.  It  is  a  discipUned  life, 
one  which  tknows  how  to  put  first  things  first. 
So  to  be  a  true  idisciple,  we  must  learn  to  put  God 
first  and  then  the  other  things  that  affect  our 
lives,  wLU  seem  less  important.  Commit  your  ways 
to  Hhn  and  let  Him  be  your  leader  every  day. 
PRAYER  ^CIRCLE: 

(Sit  In  a  circle,  or  stand  m  one,  and  hold  hands 
as  you  pray.  Pray  for  the  one  on  your  left,  then 
the  one  on  your  right,  for  your  Patroness,  your 
Minister  and  wife,  your  attitude  toward  God  and 
His  work  etc.  Then  let  your  prayers  continue  to 
the  Mission  fields.  Don't  forget  to  Praise  the  Lord 
as  well  ajs  "ask".) 
MY  FIRST  CONCERN:     THE  COST.     (Topic  1) 

"I  wUl  foUow  thee.  Lord:  but  first  suffer  me  to 
bid  ifarewell  to  them  that  axe  at  my  house."  I'll  fol- 
low you  and  do  your  work  another  tune,  Lord. 
I'm  busy."  (Luke  9:61)  Discipleship  is  realized  in 
one's  life  through  a  knowledge  of  Christy  an  ac- 
ceptance of  iHis  wiU  for  your  life.  It  means  a 
conviction  in  IMe;  a  will  to  do  and  to  be — some- 
thing superior  to  mere  faith;  it  involves  receiviog 
and  follawing  Instruction.  "If  ye  love  me,  ye  will 
keep  my  commandments."  "Take  my  yoke  upon 
you  and  learn  of  me",  said  Jesus.  Some  one  has 
said  that  Christ's  words  "Follow  Me"  mean  noth- 
ing less  than  "laboring  with  fflm  at  the  same  task 
and  ta.  the  same  sipirit".  That  isn't  easy!  You  see, 
discipleship  .gives  .Christ  the  priority  over  every- 


thing else.  We  can't  be  a  true  disciple  unless  we 
completely  depend  upon  God  for  strength  to  do 
so.  We  have  to  depend  upon  His  promises  for 
strength,  guidance  and  protection  as  we  live  and 
follow.  The  Living-Serving  process  involves  total 
commitment  of  all  we  have  and  are.  It  is  denounc- 
ing Self  and  promoting  Christ.  Give  Him  the 
honor  and  glory,  not  ourselves. 
SECOND  CONCERN:     HOW?     (Topic  2) 

In  fulfilUng  the  Great  Commission,  the  early 
disciples  set  out  to  spread  the  gospel  one-to-one. 
Did  you  realize  that  they  were  the  only  mission- 
aries of  their  time?  You  are  the  missionaries  of 
your  time  and  place.  We  share  our  faith  with 
others  because  we  ibelieve  the  Bible  to  be  true. 
We  believe  that  Jesus  died  for  all  people,  that  He 
loves  them  and  has  a  plan  for  their  lives  in  Him. 
That  He  rose  from  the  grave  triumphant  over 
death  and  gives  us  the  hope  of  eternal  life.  He  is 
coming  again  to  receive  us  unto  Himself.  But  we 
also  believe  that  anyone  not  believing  these  things, 
and  not  knowing  Christ  personally,  can  not  par- 
take of  eternal  life  in  Heaven,  but  are  instead  lost. 
So  our  discipleship  says  it  isn't  only  wonderful 
that  we  found  Christ,  but  that  we  also  share  Him 
with  others  so  they  too  may  share  in  His  promises 
and  Coming.  Whom  are  you  claiming  for  Christ 
this  month?  Surely  you  know  someone  who  isn't 
a  Christian.  HOW  is  the  Word  spread?  The  same 
as  it  always  was,  one-to-one.  YOU  are  the  one  to 
tell  it.  Live  It  weU,  so  you  can  teU  it  well. 
SWORD  DRILL: 

(See  that  everyone  has  a  Bible  to  use.  If  you 
have  both  ICing  James  and  Living  Bible  present, 
read  the  same  verse  from  both  and  get  a  clearer 
meaning.) 

John  15:8  Acts  11:26b 

John  8:31  Matthew  11:42 

John  13:35  John  15:14 

Luke  11:1  Luke  14:27 

John  15:12 
RAP  TIME: 

Evaluate  yourselves-  What  did  you  learn  about 
Discipleship? 

1.  What  is  a  disciple? 

2.  Who  can  be  a  discipile? 

3.  What  does  it  cost  to  become  one? 

4.  Are   we    responsible   for   anyone   else   besides 
ourselves? 

5.  Do  you  feel  you  have  heen  a  true  disciple? 

6.  How  do  you  plan  to  improve  your  status? 
How  about  claiming  one  soul  for  Christ  this 
;mont!h?  If  each  Christian  SMM  girl  brought  one 
to  Christ,  think  how  we  could  grow  spiritually. 
Wouldn't  that  be  wonderful?  Let's  grow!  Be  a 
soul  winner! 

BENEDICTION: 
REFRESHMENTS : 

While  you  wait,  plan  how  you  intend  to  be  a 
soul  winner.  Next  month  tell  how  you  did  it,  and 
who  was  blessed  .by  your  life  and  witness. 
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CHURCH  GROWTH  CHRONICLE 

lutroducing 

THE  CHURCH  GROWTH  PROJECT!! 


This  project  came  into  being  wlien  denomina- 
tional executives  and  Board  presidents  realized 
that  there  was  a  growing  concern  and  interest  in 
Church  Growth  within  the  Brethren  Church.  There 
had  been  a  seminar  for  Home  Missions  pastors, 
five  congregations  participated  in  pilot  Church 
Growth  seminars,  and  the  Seminary  had  scheduled 
Dr.  Win  Am  for  their  continuLnig  education.  (This 
was  carried  out  with  real  benefit  to  pastors,  lay- 
men and  seminary  students. )  Dr.  Am  had  been 
our  resource  consultant  and  had  directed  these 
seminars  for  us.  Also,  he  was  scheduled  to  be  with 
us  in  the  1975  General  Conference.  In  the  planning 
stage  was  a  Church  Growth  seminar  for  the  South- 
east District  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Am.  This 
seminar  has  now  been  held  with  very  promising 
results  in  the  8  congregations  represented.  You 
have  seen  this  report  in  this  column. 

It  became  clear  to  us  that  we  must  do  something 
immediately  to  move  with  and  encourage  further 
growth  in  the  Brethren  Church.  What  had  been 
experienced  by  a  few  congregations  needed  to  be 
available  to  congregations  even  in  the  most  distant 
districts  of  the  church.  So  the  idea  for  the  project 
was  born.  As  it  developed,  it  seemed  advisable  to 
train  several  strategically  located  pastors  as  well 
as  denominational  e.xecutives.  They  would  be  in 
a  position  to  conduct  seminars  throughout  the 
church  and,  even  more  importantly,  be  able  to 
encourage  continuing  growth  in  the  months  and 
years  ahead. 

It  was  realized  that  this  could  not  wait  until  a 
base  could  be  secured  financially  from  which  to 
appeal  to  the  church.  We  needed  men  and  a  pro- 
gram prepared  for  the  fall  of  1975  at  the  latest. 
So  the  project  took  definite  shape  late  in  1974  and 
six  men  were  selected.  The  project  was  written  up 
and  presented  to  over  40  Bretfhren  people  and  the 
congregations  whose  pastors  were  to  receive  the 
training.  (These  pastors  were  not  in  the  pOot 
church  project.) 

We  knew  that  we  could  approach  the  church  at 
large  and  soon  come  up  to  our  goal  of  $5,000,  but 
this  would  be  Invading  the  promotion  periods  of 
several  boards  and  would  tend  to  detract  from 
their  appeals.  We  were  not  willing  to  move  in 
that  direction.  It  would  have  been  a  breach  of 
faith  with  them.  Further,  in  these  times  their 
income  is  not  sufficient  to  adequately  meet  their 
'budgets.  All  of  our  boards  need  more  funding 
than  they  are  presently  receiving  to  keep  up  w^ith 
current  programs. 

There  has  been  a  splendid  response  and  God 
has  blessed  to  the  degree  that  we  anticipate  having 
the  entire  amount  in  hand  by  the  date  when  train- 
ing begins.  May  12th.  This  was  a  one-time  asking 
and  will  not  be  repeated.  There  wiU  continue  to 
be  a  need  for  funds  for  providing  resource  ma- 
terials, films,  etc.,  as  the  work  of  Church  Growth 


expands  throughout  the  Brethren  Church.  The 
Central  Council  office  has  been  handling  these 
funds  and  they  have  been  put  in  a  special  Church 
Growth  Fund. 

By  the  time  you  read  this  column  the  special 
Church  Growth  training  wiU  be  history,  as  it 
will  be  taking  place  while  this  issue  of  the  Breth- 
ren Evangelist  is  on  the  press.  However,  the 
potential  for  Church  Growth  will  be  growing  as 
MarUn  McCann,  Arden  Gilmer,  John  Browns- 
berger,  Duane  Dickson,  Briam  Moore,  George 
Solomon  and  a  number  of  denominational  execu- 
tives pray  and  plan  for  the  fall  of  1975  when  they 
can  begin  to  move  out  through  the  church  in 
"cluster"  seminars.  We  trust  churches  in  your 
area  will  be  interested  and  that  yours  will  be 
represented  by  your  pastor  and  twenty  of  your 
leading  people  in  a  seminar  involving  other 
Brethren  churches  similarly  represented.  Plans  are 
being  projected  for  the  future  to  offer  Church 
Growth  training  to  all  our  pastors.  Leadership  is 
being  prepared.  .  .  .  "Let  the  Brethren  Church 
Grow"!!  .  .  .  "Let  it  happen"!! 

From  Louisville,  OH  Mailer — Charles 
Lowmaster,  pastor 

Review  &  Foreview:  Our  Church  program  during 
the  imonth  of  March  was  a  very  satisfying  one  if 
we  can  judge  'by  the  spirit,  enthusiasm  and 
attendance.  There  were  many  exciting  and  differ- 
ent programs  and  our  attendances  continue  to 
rise.  Our  averages  for  March  were :  Sunday  School 
— 152,  and  increase  of  44  over  a  year  ago;  Morning 
Worship — ^213,  an  increase  of  81  over  a  year  ago; 
Evening  Worship — 52,  fin  increase  of  30;  midweek 
— 26  an  increase  of  7;  Brethren  Youth — 51,  an 
increase  of  47.  Our  Communion  attendance  was 
the  highest  for  many  years  at  118  and  our  Easter 
Sunday  attendance  was  277. 

These  attendances  only  serve  to  emphasize  what 
we  can  do  if  we  try.  Be  faithful  in  encouraging 
your  friends  and  neig'hbors  toward  faith,  commit- 
ment to  and  ministry  for  Christ.  If  you  like  your 
Church,  don't  hesitate  to  tell  others  about  it.  Our 
goal  is  to  move  on  toward  an  average  of  200  in 
attendance  in  a  normal  month. 

With  increased  attendance,  j>arking  has  become 
a  real  problem.  At  a  special  meeting  the  congre- 
gation has  authorized  the  expansion  of  our  east 
parking  lot  southward  into  the  lawn  area. 

Growth  has  also  necessitated  division  of  some 
of  our  classes.  The  Primaries  have  been  divided 
and  a  new  class  of  4-5  year  olds  is  now  being  taught 
by  Pearl  Ofer.  The  Truthseekers  have  also  been 
divided  into  two  classes;  the  30-40  year  couples 
taught  by  Charles  Lowmaster  and  the  41-50  year 
olds  taught  iby  Glenn  McFarland.  Praise  the  Lord 
for  a  growing  Church ! 


May  17,  1975 
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Pertinent    excerpts    from    Henry    Bates    pastors' 
report  for  the  first  quarter,  1975. 

"Church  Growth"  is  the  theme  otf  the  Brethren 
Church  this  year.  Your  pastor  is  very  happy  to 
see  many  evidences  of  real  igrowth  in  the  Wayne 
Heights  Brethren  Church.  We  have  much  for 
which  to  be  praising  the  Lord! 

The  average  Sunday  Schood  attendance  for  the 
first  three  months  of  1975  showed  a  12%  increase 
over  the  same  quarter  last  year;  the  average 
attendance  in  Morning  Worship  Service  was 
141/270  above  that  of  the  first  quarter  of  1974;  the 
evening  service  attendance  showed  a  7%%  in- 
crease, and  the  Mid-Week  Service  average  attend- 
ance rose  27%. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  this  year  we  received 
five  new  members  into  the  church — and  of  this 
number,  four  were  adults.  In  addition  to  new  folks 
being  received  into  the  church,  we  have  seen  sev- 
eral additions  to  our  Sunday  School  during  the 
past  few  months.  A  very  encoiiraging  sign  of 
growth  has  been  the  support  of  several  new  fam- 
ilies. We  have  been  praying  that  the  Lord  wUl 
lead  new  families  to  us,  and  He  has  certainly  been 
answering  this  prayer.  The  pastor  is  thrilled  as 
he  realizes  how  many  "new"  families  there  are. 
Many  of  these  new  families  are  very  faithful  to 
all  of  the  services  and  activities  of  the  church. 

Another  area  in  which  we  have  observed  re- 
markable growth  In  recent  months  has  been  the 
spirit  and  fellowship  of  the  church.  Since  the  be- 
ginning of  this  year  several  of  our  new  friends 
have  told  the  pastor  that  one  of  the  things  that 
attracted  them  to  our  church  was  the  friendly 
spirit  and  the  feeling  of  fellowship  which  they 
felt  here.  Only  the  Holy  Spirit  can  bring  about 
this  kind  of  a  change  in  a  congregation,  and  we 
certainly  praise  the  Lord  that  He  hats  helped  the 
church  to  grow  in  this  way. 

bur  recent  Missionary  Conference  was  one  of 
the  greatest  bilessings  that  the  church  has  ever 
experienced.  Many  of  our  young  people  have  been 
drawn  into  a  closer  relationship  with  the  Lord 
ibecause  of  this  Conference;  many  of  owe  folks 
have  a  greater  interest  in  the  home  missionary 
work  of  the  church;  and  all  of  us  are  certainly 
more  conscious  than  ever  ibefore  of  what  can 
happen  When  folks  let  the  Holy  Spirit  control 
their  lives. 

Yes,  Brethren,  we  have  much  for  which  to 
"Praise  the  Lord"! 


Hagerstown,  MD — Jolin  Mills,  pastor 

Moving  forward  officially  in  Church  Growth 
planning. 

"The  Church  Growth  Seminar  was  deemed  to 
toe  very  successful;  the  attendance  was  good  and 
the  attendees  were  very  enthusiastic.  It  was  noted 
■that  180  luncheons  were  served  and  a  special 
thanks  be  given  to  the  members  of  the  Housing 
and  Kitchen  Committees — ^who  'without  their  help 
the  Seminar  cotuld  not  have  been  a  success.  Our 
oomraittee  for  Church  Growth  has  been  set-up  and 
the  first  meeting  date  estalbllshed."  From  Official 
Board  iMeetlng  Minutes  of  2/12/75. 

The  Church  Growth  Task  Force  meets  every 
Sunday  morning  at  8:30  ajn.  Anyone  is  welcome 
to  attend. 


From  "PASTOR'S  DESK"— Elkhart,  IN, 
Dale  RuLon,  pastor 

"The  purpose  of  Church  Growth  is  to  proclaim 
Jesus  Christ  and  make  responsible  Disciples.  We 
are  not  in  a  building,  building  campaign.  We  are 
out  seeking  those  who  do  not  knofw  Jesus  Christ 
as  Lord  and  Master  of  their  Uves.  We  have  a 
Church  Growth  Task  Force  meeting  each  Saturday 
morning  from  9:00  AM-10:30  AM.  These  are  people 
who  are  interested  in  seeing  our  church  fulfUl 
the  great  commission. 

Come  and  join  us. 

We  are  having  personal  growth  classes  on 
Wednesday  Evenings,  where  we  have  been  study- 
ing the  nine  transferable  concepts. 

Many  new  things  are  happening  and  we  hope 
you  are  getting  excited  and  wanting  to  beco^me 
a  part  of  this  excitement.  "Praise  iGod  fro'm  whom 
aU  Blessings  Flow."  Get  excited  about  the  greatest 
news  ever. 

iCoane  and  join  us.  Proclaim  and  live  what  you 
believe." 


Nappanee,  Indiana — Alvin  Sliifflett,  pastor 

Easter  Sunday  we  reached  2901  Ten  short  of 
300  goal,  but  nothing  to  cry  about.  Considering 
the  fact  that  we  had  no  urging  other  than  by 
newsletter  and  from  the  pulpit — this  was  a  great 
achievement.  Not  a  dime  was  spent  in  advertise- 
ment or  for  materials. 

This  shows  what  can  be  done,  when  everyone 
begins  to  think  growth,  outreach,  invite  others, 
be  faithful,  etc. 

Also  considering  our  Florida  vacationers,  and 
Easter  school  vacations  which  took  several  fam- 
ilies out  of  state — we  are  pleased  with  these 
statistics.  Several  families  who  were  gone  could 
have  easily  put  us  over  the  top! 

March  saw  us  estabUsh  an  average  of  329  for 
Worship,  222  for  Sunday  School.  (It  takes  hard 
work  to  have  an  average  of  300.) 

Now,  let's  keep  up  the  good  work  and  trend 
upwcird. 


From  Mt.  Olive,  VA  Mailer — Marlin 
McCann,  pastor 

Praise  the  Lord!  We  have  shown  an  increase  in 
both  Church  School  and  Worship  attendance  over 
the  pirevious  quarter  and  1  year  ago.  I  believe  this 
is  due  to  the  renewal  of  commitments  made  and 
the  desire  to  move  ahead  with  the  POSSIBILITIES 
we  have.  There  is  a  new  feeling  of  openness, 
friendliness  and  warmness  in  our  midst.  People 
are  remarking  aibout  the  changes  that  are  taking 
place.  Isn't  it  exciting  to  see  new  people  and 
others  who  haven't  'been  here  for  some  time  in 
our  -worship  services!  We  must  ever  reach  out 
in  the  name  of  Christ  and  allow  Him  to  use  us  as 
vessels  to  minister  to  those  around  us. 

The  Church's  priority  is  serving  Christ  and 
bringing  igjlooy  to  His  name.  Is  that  high  on  your 
list  of  priorities?  If  so,  great  things  will  continue 
to  happen.  li  not,  I  challenge  you  to  rethink  your 
priorities  and  put  Christ  first  in  your  Ufe! 

These  are  exciting  times  in  Which  to  see  the 
Church  grow.  I  hope  more  and  'more  get  involved 
in  making  it  happen.  Let's  continue  igrowing!  Do 
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you  realize  what   is  iiere? — Bible  study   groups, 
active  youth,  4  choirs,  W.M.S.  and  2  Sisterhoods, 
good   Church   School,   growing  attendance,  spirit- 
ually maturing  beUevers. 
GOALS: 

1975 — ^increase  our  average  worship  attendance 
from  100  to  200.  (75  reclaimed  members  and 
25  new  members) 
1980 — increase  our  average  attendance  from  200 
to  300.  IT  CAN  :BE  DONE!  IT  IS  BEING 
DONE!!! 

At  our  last  Task  Force  meeting  it  was  decided 
to  begin  a  program  of  Prayer  and  Fasting  in  the 
Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Church.  This  will  begin  the 
week  of  April  20th  and  continue  through  the  end 
of  1975.  We  are  suggesting  you  FAST  &  PRAY 
during  1  meal  per  week  (excluding  breakfast).  You 
may  select  any  day  of  the  week. 

We  encourage  you  to  spend  your  meal  time  in 
prayer  and  meditation  for  specific  neeeds:  pro- 
grams such  as  CHURCH  GROWTH,  WORLD 
RELIEF,  MISSIONS,  ETC.  and  People:  OTHERS 
&  YOURSELF. 

We  further  suggest  that  you  give  $1.00  per  week 


to  WORLD  RELIEF  for  that  missed  meal.  There 
will  be  a  special  box  in  the  narthex  of  the  church 
in  which  to  place  your  dollar  each  week,  or  you 
may  send  your  dollar  each  week,  month  or  quar- 
ter to  the  church  treasurer.  Be  sure  to  mark  it 
for  World  Relief. 

This  program  is  entirely  voluntary  and  is  made 
between  you  and  your  Lord.  We  do  encourage 
many  people  to  enter  into  Prayer  and  Fasting 
that  you  may  experience  the  spiritual  infilling 
of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

St.  James,  MD — James  Naff,  pastor 

The  St.  James  Prayer  Task  Force  conducted  a 
12  hour  per  day  prayer  vigil  (8  A.M.-8  P.M.)  begin- 
ning with  Holy  Week  and  continuing  daily  through 
April.  Four  people  were  asked  to  pray  15  minutes 
in  the  hour  time  block  for  which  they  took  respon- 
sibility by  signing  a  chart  for  one  of  more  days 
during  this  period.  These  periods  were  to  be  in 
addition  to  their  regular  prayer  periods.  "This  is 
being  done  to  fulfill  God's  Word,  to  provide  per- 
sonal growth  and  to  encourage  church  growth. 
WE   MUST  PRAY  WITHOUT  CEASING!!!" 


NEWS  BRIEFS 

NAE   OFFICERS   ELECTED 

LOS  ANGELES,  Calif.  —  Newly  elected  officers 
of  the  National  Association  of  Evangelicals  are 
NAE  Secretary,  Dr.  D.  Howard  Elliott,  Topeka, 
Kansas;  Treasurer,  Rev.  Arthur  Gay,  Jr.,  pastor 
of  South  Park  Church,  Park  Ridge,  HI.;  and  1976 
Convention  Program  Chairman,  Rev.  Robert  Du- 
gan,  Lakewood,  Col.  Continuing  in  office  is  NAE 
President,  Dr.  Paul  Toms,  pastor  of  Park  Street 
Church,  Boston;  as  1st  Vice-President,  Dr.  Nathan 
Bailey,  president,  CJhristian  Missionary  Alliance; 
and  2nd  Vice-President,  Dr.  Carl  Lundquist,  presi- 
dent, Bethel  CoUege  and  Seminary,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

SHORT  TERMERS  BECOME 
CAREER  MISSIONARIES 

LOS  ANGELES,  Calif.  —  Speaking  before  a 
workshop  session  of  the  EvangeUcal  Foreign 
Mission  Association  on  the  value  of  short-term 
missionai-y  service,  Rev.  Wesley  Wildermuth  of 
the  Oriental  Missionary  Society  reported  that, 
"sixty  four  of  108  short-term  missionaries  sent  by 
OMS  have  later  become  regular  missionaries  with 
OMS".  Other  executives  who  commented  in  the 
floor  discussion  also  had  found  a  high  incidence 
of  short-term  service  leading  to  regular  service. 

Dr.  Vernon  Wiebe,  General  Secretary,  Mennonite 
Brethren  Board  of  Missions/Services,  HiUsboro, 
Kansas,  summarized  his  feeling  and  that  of  most 
participants  when  he  said  that  short  term  service 


should  be  viewed  in  the  long  term.  "PYom  that 
perspective  it  is  an  Important  tool  in  building  up 
the  missionary  family",  he  commented. 

DELEGATES  TOUR  INNER 
CITY  MINISTRIES 

LOS  ANGELES,  Calif.  —  Pastors  and  Church 
leaders  from  across  the  country  got  a  good  look 
at  imodel  ministries  offering  Christian  help  and 
outreach  to  Blacks  and  Chicanos  m  Los  Angeles 
on  a  special  tour  sponsored  by  NAE's  Evangelical 
Social  Action  Commission.  At  LA's  Trinity  Baptist 
Church,  Rev.  Elliott  J.  Mason  told  the  group  that 
Black  people  "have  yet  to  see  on  a  consistent 
basis,  an  example  of  what  a  Christian  really  is." 
He  also  said  that  the  evangelical  church  has  not 
given  iblacks  the  perspective  to  deal  with  the  basic 
structures  of  injustice  and  depression. 

COLLEGE  PRESIDENT  SAYS  MOST 
ORGANIZATIONS  SERVE  THEIR 
STRUCTURE,  NOT  THE  PEOPLE 

LOS  ANGELES,  Calif.  —  Speakmg  before  the 
American  Association  of  Evangelical  Students  of 
the  structure  of  the  College  as  an  organization, 
Dr.  David  L.  McKenna,  president,  Seattle  Pacific 
College,  observes  the  following:  "Institutions  and 
organizations  are  neither  bad  or  good.  All  institu- 
tions were  originally  formed  to  serve  the  people, 
but  they  can  be  diverted  so  that  they  serve  the 
structure  (and  use  the  people).  As  an  institution 
serves  itself,  the  rule  book  gets  fatter.  Then  the 
people  write  what  they  do  not  sign  and  sign  what 
they  do  not  write.  The  love  of  power  is  the  root 
of  all  organizational  evil.  To  test  itself,  perhaps 
the  first  motion  made  in  the  annual  meeting 
should  'be  whether  the  organization  should  sur- 
vive or  expire.  If  It  should  survive,  then  the  organ- 
ization should  examine  its  purposes,  its  methoids, 
and  its  achievements  or  lack  of  achievement — and 
go  on  from  there." 

The  AAES  is  the  newest  to  NAE's  five  affiliated 
bodies. 
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Dr.  Billy  A.  Melvin,  NAE  executive  direc- 
tor, holds  up  a  5-oz.  packet  of  millet  (used 
in  this  country  for  bird  seed),  the  average 
daily  allotment  of  food  for  thousands  of 
families  in  food-crises  areas  of  the  world. 
Packets  tvere  given  to  delegates  at  the  33rd 
Annual  Convention  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Evangelicals,  April  8-10,  in  Los 
Angeles  during  a  special  dinner-hour  period 
of  fasting  and  prayer.  This  was  done  as  a 
reminder  of  the  personal  sacrifice  required, 
by  evangelical  families  in  affluent  America 
to  aid  the  starving.  Delegates  contributed  the 
cost  of  their  evening  meal  ivhich  amounted 
to  enough  daily  food  to  feed  12,000  people. 
The  event  was  sponsored  by  NAE's  overseas 
relief  arm,  the  World  Relief  Commission, 
which  annually  provides  several  million  dol- 
lars ivorth  of  food  and  se7'vices  overseas  plus 
a  gospel  witness  to  needy  people  in  areas  of 
conflict  and  disaster  around  the  globe. 


EDUCATIOIV  NOT  A  QUESTION 
OF  SURVIVAL  BUT  OF 
STANDARD,  TRUEBLOOD  SAYS 

LOS  ANGEiLES,  Calif.  —  lElton  Trueblood  told 
a  group  of  educators  here  that  those  educational 
Institutions  who  have  refused  to  be  conformists 
to  the  new  paganism  are  the  ones  who  are  surviv- 
ing flnancially  today.  "Those  who  go  down  morally 
tend  to  go  down  intellectually,"  the  educator, 
philosopher  and  author  pointed  out  to  the  NAE 
Higher  Education  Commission.  "I  don't  see  any 
great  hope  for  humanity,"  he  said,  "unless  we  can 
build  up  a  new  group  of  Christian  intellectuals." 


Rev.  Smith  F.  Rose,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Central  Council,  Brethren  Church, 
discusses  plans  for  NAE's  three-stage  pro- 
gram for  the  nation's  Bicentennial  tvith  Dr. 
Billy  A.  Melvin  (left),  NAE  executive  direc- 
tor, and  Dr.  Paul  Toms  (right),  NAE  presi- 
dent, at  the  33rd  Anntud  Convention  of  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals  in  Los 
Angeles,  April  8-10,  1975. 

GOD'S  PURPOSE  THWARTED 
SAYS  NAE  PRESIDENT 

LOS  ANGELES,  Calif.  —  God's  purpose  that 
His  Church  should  make  an  impact  and  difference 
in  the  state  of  world  affairs  is  constantly  being 
thwarted  by  an  apparent  core  of  apathy  among 
many  people  who  call  themselves  evangelicals,  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Paul  E.  Toms,  ,NAE  president  and 
pastor  of  Park  Street  Church,  Boston. 

Dr.  Toms,  in  an  address  during  the  closing  ses- 
sion of  NAE's  33rd  Annual  Convention  in  Los 
Angeles,  said  that,  "There  have  been  many  times 
in  history  when  God's  people  were  a  major  force 
to  be  reckoned  with.  God's  purpose  has  not 
changed — ^we  are  just  not  concerned  enough  to 
surrender  our  lives,  our  every  moment  to  His 
Wishes,  speaking  and  motivating,  and  acting 
through  us."  Dr.  Toms  indicated  further  that  in 
this  dark  day  for  the  world,  there  is  only  one 
absolute  hope — abased  in  the  Lordship  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  urgent  call  for  strong  Christian 
leadership  and  each  Christian  actively  using  those 
peculiar  gifts  God  has  granted  him  for  his  environ- 
ment in  witness  and  service.  "The  NAE,"  he  said, 
"has  been  called  into  being  'by  God  to  ring  the 
clarion  cry  that  God's  people  must  work  together 
as  churches  cind  in  cooperative  effort  to  get  the 
job  done  in  these  latter  days." 

NAE  PLEDGES  PRAYER,  RESOURCES  AND 
PERSONNEL  FOR  SOUTH  EAST  ASIA 

LOS  ANGELES,  Calif.  —  In  a  resolution  adopted 
here  Thursday,  the  National  Association  of  Evan- 
gelicals expressed  deep  concern  for  the  fate  of 
fellow  Christians  caught  in  "the  agony  of  South 
East  Asia."  Though  warning  against  platitudes 
or  Ol-founded  projects  which  might  jeopardize  the 
position  of  Christian  workers  in  these  areas,  the 
resolution  called  for  a  specific  period  of  urgent 
prayer  each  week  and  participation  with  financial 
resources  and  personnel  for  the  needs  of  suffer- 
ing humanity. 
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WORLD  RELIEF  REPORT 


(The  first  part  of  this  particular  report 
iras  relayed  to  you  in  the  April  5th  EVAN- 
GELIST. Dr.  Graff  am,  of  the  World  Relief 
Commission,  had  sent  a  tape-recording  about 
his  recent  travels  in  South  Vietnam.  Here 
now  are  excerpts  of  his  further  remarks 
about  other  World  Relief  projects  he  visited 
ill  mid-winter.) 


AFRICA  —  ETHIOPA  —  NIGER 

— "In  some  of  the  areas  the  crisis  is  beyond 
description.  As  an  illustration,  from  the  northern 
part  of  Niger  and  Ethiopia,  thousands  continue 
to  die  on  a  monthly  basis  because  of  malnutrition, 
lack  of  food,  lack  of  clothing,  lack  of  medicines. 
WRC,  with  your  help,  lias  put  in  massive  amounts 
of  funds,  prayers  and  help  through  the  evangelical 
missionaries  in  that  area. 

— ^"In  Upper  Volta  and  MaU  (northern  part)  they 
are  still  in  great  need  of  more  rain.  Some  rain 
has  come  to  the  central  and  southern  areas  of 
these  countries  and  gratifying  crops  have  been 
harvested  this  year.  However,  that  does  not  mean 
that  the  crisis  is  over;  it  only  means  that  the  people 
now  can  almost  start  again.  For  7  years  they  have 
spent  or  traded  everything  that  they've  had,  lost 
their  cattle  and  camels.  Now  they  must  stajrt  over. 
They  have  only  the  millet  crop,  so  it  is  necessary 
for  WRC  to  help  with  other  types  of  food,  vita- 
mins and  clothing — all  done  through  existing  mis- 
sionary agencies." 

BANGLADESH 

— "Food  was  making  good  progress  in  many 
areas,  but  then  there  was  a  great  flood  (about 
one-third  of  the  country  was  under  water),  and 
we  were  only  able  to  save  some  rice  in  areas  where 
they  had  excellent  rice  crops  coming  along.  In 
other  areas  there  is  absolutely  no  food. 

— "The  latest  report  was  that  in  the  past  4 
months  30,000  people  had  died  because  of  malnu- 
trition and  disease.  We  continue  to  work  in  the 
areas  in  every  way  we  can.  WRC  is  providing 
funds  for  hospitals — who  have  the  added  burden 
of  helping  with  surgery  to  save  the  lives  of  people 
who  have  been  attacked  and  almost  killed  for 
small  amounts  of  food  or  money.  Many  hundreds 
of  people  have  died  in  these  areas,  but  we  have 
done  some  things  to  help  save  others  with  surge»ry 
and  medicine." 

HAITI 

— "I  went  to  visit  7  or  8  missionary  agencies  in 
the  northern  mountains.  They  have  some  of  the 
same  proiblems  that  they  do  in  Africa:  insufficent 
rain,  lack  of  crops,  over-grazing,  mismanagement 
of  water  and  land. 

— "While  I  was  there  great  rains  came,  which 
I  later  learned  to  be  Hurricane  Flfi  hitting 
Honduras." 

HONDURAS 

— "Hurricane  Frfi  knocked  out  95%  of  its  indus- 
try and  killed  8,000  people  and  left  3,000  homeless 


by  Phil  Lersch,  Chairman 
Brethren  World  Relief  Board 


without  food,  clothing,  homes  or  anything.  WRC 
is  working  through  8  different  agencies  there  and 
has  provided  in  excess  of  100,000  dollars  to  help 
with  reclamation  of  their  homes  and  provide  food, 
clothing,  medicine  ...  as  well  as  funds  to  provide 
30,000  Bibles  and  over  100,000  tracts. 

— ^"We  immediately  put  into  action  our  crisis- 
oriented  program,  through  Missionary  Aviation 
Fellowship,  and  had  a  part  in  dropping  needed 
supplies  to  isolated  areas  throughout  the  country. 
We  hope  to  develop  this  kind  of  a  program  around 
the  world  where  we  can  use  the  aircraft  of  exist- 
ing missionary  agencies  ...  so  that  we  can  have  a 
crisis-oriented  evangelical  missionary  strike  force 
to  help  be  first  in  many  of  the  disaster  areas  of 
need  so  that  people  in  these  ravaged  areas  will 
know  that  evangelicals  care." 

CLOSING  COMMENTS 
"Just  before  I  left  on  my  last  trip  I  had  the 
opportunity  of  dispatching  funds  to  our  evangelical 
counterpart  in  West  Pakistan,  the  EvangeUcal 
Fellowship,  where  the  great  earthquake  struck 
and  4,000  people  lost  their  Uves  and  200,000  lost 
all  they  had. 

"Let  me  close  this  report  to  you,  Phil,  by  saying 
again  thanks  so  much  to  you,  Brother  Cieorge 
Kerlin,  the  officials  and  pastors  of  the  Brethren 
Church  and  every  person  who's  had  a  share  in 
WRC.  It  would  be  very  difficult  to  get  proper 
words  to  articulate  our  deep  appreciation  for  all 
you've  done  to  help.  We're  grateful  and  we  trust 
that  God  will  continue  to  bless  and  use  you  and 
your  friends  and  churches  in  the  days  that  are 
ahead." 

Everett  S.  Qraffam 
Executive  Vice  President 
World  Relief  Commission 


WATERLOO  RESPONDS  TO  NEED 

[The    Waterloo,    Iowa,    Brethren    Church 
had  established  a  respectable  pattern  of  giv- 
ing for  World  Relief  in  recent  years: 
1972— $100 
1973— $300 
1974— $225 
But  then  in  January,  1975,  came  an  addi- 
tional  check  for  $482 — naturally  reflecting 
money  contributed  late  in  1974.  Being  inquis- 
itive, I  wrote  Pastor  Glenn  GrumMuig  for 
an  explanation  of  this  good  response.  Here 
is  his  reply. 

.  .  .  Phil  Lersch] 
Dear  Phil: 

Sorry  I  didn't  get  this  material  to  you  sooner. 
I  laid  it  aside  because  I  didn't  feel  I  had  anything 
spectacular  to  teU  you  albout  our  special  offering. 
You'll  recaU  that  sometime  last  Fall  our  church- 
es received  literature  from  the  World  Relief  Com- 
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Imlssicm,  telling  what  they  were  doing  to  try  to 
'feed  starving  people.  The  write-up  and  pictures 
really  got  to  me — even  though  we  preachers  re- 
ceive a  lot  of  this  type  of  material. 

I  took  the  literature  to  our  Official  Board  meet- 
ing in  November  and  received  permission  to  re- 
ceive a  special  offering  for  the  WRC  at  the  close 
of  the  Morning  Worship  Service  on  Thanksgiving 
Sunday,  November  24th.  I  sent  to  WRC  for  individ- 
ual copies  of  their  literature  which  we  placed  in 
our  bulletins  and  I  advertized  these  coming  offer- 
ings in  all  our  meetings  and  bulletins  preceding 
Novem'ber  24th. 

That  Sunday  morriing  I  preached  a  message 
using   as  <my   text    "Remertiber   the   Poor"    from 


'Galatians  2:10.  I  feel  that  the  promotional  material 
concerning  the  World  Crises  sent  out  by  WRC 
was  most  effective.  Coupled  with  that,  God  has 
blessed  our  area  with  good  crops  this  past  season 
and  provided  work  for  our  community  (very  few 
workers  have  been  laid  off  here ) .  The  appeal  came 
at  a  good  season  (Thanksgiving)  to  a  group  of 
God's  people  who  do  respond  well  when  they  see 
a  need.  All  this  added  together  to  provide  a  good 
offering  for  World  Relief. 

Incidently,  we  also  received  donations  of  canned 
goods  and  other  staple  foods  for  the  Salvation 
Army  on  November  24th. 

Yours  in  Christ, 

Glenn  Grumbling,  pastor 


REV.  GEORGE  C.  PONTIUS 

The  Rev.  George  C.  Pontius,  74,  of  Elkhart,  Indiana  died  March  25,  1975  at 
Seminole,  Florida.  Recently  retired  from  a  20  year  pastorate  at  the  Dutchtown 
Brethren  Church  near  Warsaw,  Indiana,  he  was  honored  there  early  in  1973  in  com- 
memoration of  his  50  years  in  the  ministry. 

Born  February  16,  1901  at  Akron,  Indiana,  he  was  a  graduate  of  Elkhart  High 
School  in  1919.  He  graduated  from  Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio  and  was  ordained 
to  the  ministry  on  January  7,  1923  in  the  First  Brethren  Church  at  Elkhart.  On 
Novemiber  1,  1919  he  was  united  in  marriage  at  Elkhart  to  the  former  Helen 
L.  Hardin. 

During  his  youth  he  was  active  in  the  Boy  Scouts  Organization  in  Elkhart 
County.  He  also  was  a  member  of  and  served  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Bible 
Literature  International  and  served  as  pastor  an  the  Brethren  Churches  at  West 
Alexandria,  Ohio;  Roann,  Dutchtown,  North  Liberty,  and  New  Paris,  all  in  Indiana. 

For  a  considerable  portion  of  his  life  he  was  iboth  a  pastor  and  grocer  having 
been  owner  and  operator  of  the  Pontius  Grocery  for  approximately  19  years. 

In  addition  to  his  'widoiw,  Helen,  he  is  survived  toy  three  daughters,  Mrs.  Karl 
(MtUicent)  Stutzman  of  Hemdon,  Virginia;  Mrs.  Leland  (Patricia)  Hal,  with  whom 
he  was  residing  in  Seminole,  Florida;  Mrs.  Mary  Lou  Long,  Elkhart,  ^Indiana;  seven 
grcindohiWren  and  one  great-grandchild. 

Funeral  services  were  held  In  the  Dutchtown  Brethren  Church  with  Rev.  Claude 
Stogsdill,  pastor  of  the  Warsaw  First  Brethren  Church  Officiating.  Interment  was 
in  the  Chapel  HiU  Cemetery  at  Elkhart. 
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THE  NINETY-SECOND 

CONFERENCE 

OF  BRETHREN  CHURCHES 

of  the 

OHIO  CONFERENCE 

Camp  Bethany 

June  19-21,   1975 


THEME:     "One  Body  in  Christ" 

Text:  ".  .  .  and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me 
both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judaea,  and 
in  Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermost  part 
of  the  earth."     Acts  1:8b 


Conference  Organizafion 

Moderator  Alvin  Grumbling 

Moderator-elect  Dorman  Ronk 

Secretary Donna  Stoffer 

Assistant  Secretary   Marjorie  Kimmel 

Treasurer  Thomas  Stoffer 

Assistant  Treasurer  Doris  Shultz 

Statistician Larry  Baker 

Statutory  Agent  Elton  Whitted 


Host  Committee 

John  Brownsberger,  Chairman 
Lois  Bamhart 
Catherine  King 
Robert  French 


Conference  Musicians 

Song  Leader    William  Walk 

Pianists   Joyce  Brownsberger 

Joan  Ronk 


PROGRAM 

Thursday,  June  19 

Theme  for  the  day: 

"One  Body  in  Christ  in  Jerusalem" 
1:00  Registration  and  Housing 

5:30-  6:30    Fellowship  Dinner 
6:30  Registration:    Delegates  and  Housing 

7:30  We  are  one  in  the  Spirit  .  .  . 

Invocation — Alvin  Grumbling 
WelCQime — John  Brownsberger, 

Chr.,  Host  Cornmittee 
Praise  the  Lord  with  song 
Music  and  Meditation 

Park  Street,  Ashland,  Ohio 
Message: 

Dr.  Jerry  Flora,  Aslhland 
Theological  Seminary 
Benediction 


9:15-10:00    Seminar:     Peering  at  the  Pilots 
Canton  Trinity 
MassUlon 

Ashland  Park  Street 
10:30  We  will  walk  with  each  other  .  . 

Campfire 
Goodnight,  Ladies 

Friday  Morning,  June  20 

Theme:     "One  Body  in  Christ  in  Judaea" 

6:30  Rise,  shine,  give  God  the  Glory 

7:00-  7:45    Breakfast 
00  Registration:    Delegates  and  Housin| 

30-  9:00    We  will  work  with  each  other  .  . 
Praise  tfhe  Lord  with  song 
Praise  the  Lord  with  meditation 
MassiUon,  Ohio 
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9:00-  9:30    Message: 

Alvin  Grumbling,  Moderator 
9:30-10:30    Mid-morning  Break 

Conference  Briefing  Sessions 
Registration:   Delegates  and  Housing 
10:30-12:00    We  will  work  side  by  Side  .  .  . 
Prayer 

Announcements 

Report  of  the  Credential  Committee 
Organization  of  the  1975  Conference 
Reading  of  Recommendations  of 

Executive  Committee 
Election  of  tihe  Cornmittee 

on  Committees 
Election  of  the  Nominating 

Committee 
Election  of  the  Board  members 
Conference  Treasurer's  Report 
Conference  Statistician's  Report 
A  Time  of  Sharing  District  Interests 
Board  of  Christian  Education 
Board  of  Evangelists 
Ministerial  Examining  Board 
Board  of  Trustees 
Report  of  above  elections 
12:00  Lunch 

Friday  Afternoon,  June  20 
1:00-  1:30    Registration:    Delegates  and  Housing 
1:30-  2:30    Woman's  Missionary  Society 

Laymen,  Ministerium 
2:30-  4:00    We  wiU  work  side  by  side  .  .  . 
Prayer 

Announcements 
Reading  of  the  Minutes 
Report  of  Credential  Committee 
Action  on  Reco'mmendations  of 

Executive  Committee 
Action  on  Executive  Committee's 
Recommendations  from  the 
Moderator's  address 
R,eport  of  Special  Committees 
A  Time  of  Sharing  Missions 
District  Mission  Board 
4:00  Committee  and  Board  meetings 

5:30  Dinner 

Friday  Evening,  June  20 
Tlheme:     "One  Body  in  Christ  in  Samaria" 
7:30  Make  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord 

Music  and  Meditation 

North  iGeorgetown,  Ohio 
Message: 

Dr.  Jerry  Flora 
Praise  the  Lord  in  song 
Benediction 
9:15  Smith's  Special 

(Denominational  News) 
10:30    We  will  walk  hand  in  hand  .  .  . 
Campfire 

Goodnight,  iGentilemen 
Saturday  Morning,  June  21 
Theme : 

"One  Body  in  Christ  in  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  world" 
6:30  When  morning  gilds  the 

skies — arise! 
7:00-  7:45    Breakfast 
8:00  Registration:    Delegates 

8:15-  9:30    Woman's  Missionary  Society, 
Laymen,  Ministerium 


9:30-  9:45    Mid  morning  Break 
9:45-10:15    A  Time  of  Devotion 

Come  before  His  presence  wath 

singing 
Music  and  Sharing  with  the 

Youngsters — Trinity,  Canton,  Ohio 
10:15-12:00    And  together  .  .  . 
Prayer 

Announcements 
Reading  of  the  Minutes 
Report  of  the  Credential  Committee 
Election  of  Officers 
Election  of  Connnittee  Members 
Selection  of  Delegates-at4arge  to 

'General  Conference 
Selection  of  Time  and  Place 

of  1976  Conference 
Printing  of  Minutes  and  Distribution 
Unfinished  Business 
Report  of  above  elections 
iFlkial  Reading  of  Minutes 
Adoption  of  the  Minutes  as  the 

Official  Record  of  this 

Conference  Meeting 
Installation  of  Officers 
Adjournment 
12:30  We'U  spread  the  news  .  .  . 

Missionary  Banquet 

Virgil  Ingraham,  Speaker 

Music 

Park  Street  W.M.S. 

Decorations 

LouLsviHe  WjM.S. 


AUXILIARIES 

Woman's  Missionary  Society 

Theme:     "One  Body  in  Christ" 

Friday,  1:30 

Group  Singing   Doris  Shultz 

Prayer 

Greetings   Evelyn  Gilmer 

Report  of  Credential  Committee 

Devotions  West  Alexandria 

Special  Music Pleasant  Hill 

Suggestioins  for  Project  1975-76 

Sharing  thougihts  on  Unity  and  Oneness  in 

Christ— Where?  When?  How? 
W.M.S.  Benediction 

Saturday,  8:15 
Theme  Song: 

"They'll  Know  We  Are  Christians  by  Our  Love" 
Prayer 
Report  of  Credential  Committee 

Devotions   Dayton 

Special  Music Canton 

Project  Ingathering  for  the  Walks  Gretna 

Business 

W.M.S.  Benediction 


Youth  Program 

Preschool  Program 

Grades  1-6  with  Mike  and  Gloria  RadoMff 
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GURU  ISN'T  TAKING  MOTHER'S 
DENUNCIATION  LYING  DOWN 

DENVER  (EP)— The  17-year-old  Guru  Maharaj 
Ji  has  left  for  India  to  try  to  oust  his  mother  and 
older  brother  who  have  stricken  him  from  the 
roster  of  leadership  in  the  Divine  Light  Mission. 

Mataji  said  she  would  remove  her  son  as  the 
"Perfect  Master"  as  head  of  the  mission  because 
he  had  become  a  play  boy  instead  of  a  holy  man. 

Maharaj  Ji  is  married  to  an  American  girl  and 
makes  his  lavish  home  in  Denver,  Colo.  Divine 
Light  Mission  claims  a  membership  of  six  million 
worldwide. 

AVALANCHE  OF  MAIL  SUPPORTS 
RELIGIOUS  RADIO,  TV 

SEATTLE  (EP)— Two  petitioners  in  the  North- 
west who  asked  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission  to  freeze  all  TV  and  radio  license 
applications  froim  church  and  government-related 
organizations  have  been  trounced  by  a  flood  of 
mail   from   citizens  with   opposing   views. 

Five  big  mail  bags  have  been  collected  at  the 
FCC  offices  in  Washington  condemning  the  views 
of  Jeremy  D.  Lansman  and  Lorenzo  W.  Milam, 
formerly  of  Seattle  Radio  Station  KRAB.  The 
men  also  wanted  the  FCC  to  investigate  broad- 
casting stations  operated  by  religious  groups  to 
see  if  they  are  living  up  to  the  fairness  doctrine, 
in  addition  to  the  freeze. 

The  petition  evoked  an  almost  unprecedented 
response,  according  to  an  FCC  spokesman.  The 
only  comparable  reaction  in  recent  years  was  the 
more  than  100,000  letters  received  when  the  FCC 
considered  what  to  do  about  violence,  sex  and 
advertising   on    children's   television   programs. 

RUSSELL  T.  HITT  TO  RETIRE  MAY  1 

PHILADELPHIA  (EP)  —  Dr.  Russell  T.  Hitt 
Will  retire  May  1  as  editor  of  Eternity  Magazine 
and  as  executive  director  of  the  Evangelical 
Foundation. 

Dr.  Hitt,  69,  has  edited  Eternity  smce  1955  and 
wUl  remain  as  a  consulting  editor.  Succeeding  him 
as  editor  and  executive  director  of  the  Evangelical 
Foundation  will  be  William  J.  Petersen  who  joined 
the  organization  in  1957. 

The  Evangelical  Foundation  was  founded  25 
years  ago  by  the  late  Donald  Grey  Barnhouse, 
Presbyterian  minister,  Bible  teacher  and  author. 

Dr.  Hitt  remains  the  key  representative  for  the 
Evangelical  Press  Association  and  the  Associated 
Church  Press  in  the  continuing  struggle  against 
increased  postal  rates  that  threaten  the  existence 
of  various  nonnprofit  periodicals. 


A  DELAWARE  LOTTERY  FLOPS 

DOVER,  Del.  (EP) — Sagging  sales  have  prompt- 
ed Delaware  Gov.  Sherman  W.  Tribbitt  to  halt  the 
Loto  Superfecta,  a  state  lottery  based  on  horse 
races,  after  only  a  month  of  operation. 

After  the  first-week  high  of  172,000  tickets  sold 
at  50  cents  each,  sales  plunged  to  less  than  50,000 
in  the  fourth  week. 

The  decision  to  stop  the  program  came  after 
the  state  lottery  director  requested  a  supplemental 
state  appropriation  of  $355,000.  An  initial  $400,000 
was  appropriated  by  the  State  General  Assembly 
for  the  lottery. 

$172,000  DONATED  TO  WRC 
AT  NAE  MEET 

LOS  ANGELES  (EP)— Three  evangelical  de- 
nominational leaders  at  the  AprU  convention  of 
the  National  Association  of  Evangehcals  donated 
a  total  of  $172,000  to  World  Relief  Commission. 

They  were  the  Evangelical  Covenant  Church  in 
America,  Free  Methodist  caiurch  and  the  Baptist 
General  Conference. 

Dr.  Everett  S.  Graffam,  executive  vice  president 
of  the  World  Relief  Commission,  NAE's  relief  arm, 
promised  the  executives  '^good  stewardship"  of 
the  denominational  gifts  and  Scdd  they  would  be 
used  "to  provide  spiritual  and  physical  help  to 
thousands  of  needy  people.  .  .  ." 

JAPANESE  GET  COOK 
PICTURE-STRIP  BIBLE 

ELGIN,  111.  (EP)— Japanese  publishing  rights 
for  "The  Picture  Bible  for  All  Ages"  have  been 
contracted  to  Shufunotomo  Co.,  Ltd.,  Tokyo,  by 
the  David  C.  Cook  Foundation  in  Elgin,  lU. 

AMERICAN  INDIANS  CALL  FOR 
CONTIUNING  CHRISTIAN  FELLOWSHIP 

GLENDALE,  Ariz.  (EP)  —  Scores  of  Indian 
Christians  met  recently  in  Albuquerque  as  dele- 
gates from  18  tribes  in  eight  states,  as  well  as 
Canada,  Mexico  and  Panama,  and  considered  ways 
to  evangelize  more  effectively  their  own  people. 

Convenor  Tom  Claus,  Mohawk  evangelist  from 
Glendale,  Ariz.,  and  Dr.  BUly  Grahaim  were  fea- 
tured speakers. 

The  Indians  worked  up  a  new  organization 
tentatively  labeled  C3IIEF  ("Christian  Hope/ 
Indian-Eskimo  FeUowsiiip" ) .  The  Indiarus  are  con- 
cerned increasingly  about  their  lack  of  awareness 
of  developments  in  other  Indian  churches  and  wish 
to  concentrate  their  assistance  on  Indian  youth 
Who  face  radical  political  and  social  situations  as 
they  attempt  to  maintain  their  Indian  identity. 
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|!  Being    Faithful   +o   the    Lord 

[:  A  converted  cowboy  is  quoted  as  having  a  very 
1 1  sensible  idea  ol  wiiat  it  means  to  be  faithful: 
"Lot's  of  folks  think  bein'  faithful  to  the  Lord 
I  means  shoutin'  themselves  hoarse  praisin'  His 
name.  I'll  tell  you  how  I  look  at  that.  I'm  workin' 
here  for  Jim.  Now  if  I'd  sit  around  the  house 
talkin'  what  a  good  fella  Jim  is,  and  singing  songs 
to  him  and  settin'  here  far  into  the  night  to  sere- 
nade him,  I'd  be  doing  just  what  some  Christians 
do.  But  I  wouldn't  suit  Jim  and  I'd  get  my  dis- 
charge. But  when  I  buckle  on  my  straps  and  hustle 
among  the  hills  and  see  that  Jim's  herd  is  all 
right,  and  not  sufferin'  for  water  and  feed,  or 
bein'  branded  by  cattle  thieves  then  I'm  serving 
Jim  as  he  wants  to  be  served.  That's  what  I  call 
bein'  faithful  to  Jim." 

Bryan,  Ohio,  Brethren  Bulletin 


MOVING  TO  NEW  ADDRESS? 

Please  notify  us  at  least 
3  weeks  in  advance 


Name  of  Subscriber     (Please  print  or  type) 


No.  and  Street,  Apt.,  Suite,  P.O.  Box  or  R.D.  No. 


Fellow-citizens,  we  cannot  escape  history.  We  of 
this  Congress  and  this  Administration  will  be 
remembered  in  spite  of  ourselves.  No  personal 
significance  or  insignificance  can  spare  one  or 
another  of  us.  The  fiery  trial  through  which  we 
pass  will  light  us  down  in  honor  or  dishonor  to 
the  latest  generation. 

Abraham  Lincoln 


Post  Office,  State,  and  Zip  Code 


Date  of  Address  Change 


ASHLAND,  Ohio,  April  9  —  Dr.  Bruce  Stark, 
professor  of  philosophy  at  Ashland  College,  has 
contributed  a  series  of  articles  to  the  recently 
pulbllshed  Zondervan  Encyclopedia  of  the  Bible. 

More  than  7500  articles  are  included  in  the  five 
volume,  5000-page  Biblical  study  tool  which  was 
in  preparation  for  10  years. 

Dr.  Stark  said  the  encyclopedia  relates  modern 
archaeological  studies  to  traditional  biblical 
themes.  In  cases  of  differing  viewpoints  by  Biblical 
scholars  m  any  particular  area,  the  two  viewpoints 
are  presented  side  by  side. 

Zondervan  Press  in  Grand  Rapids  is  the  pub- 
lisher af  the  volumes.  General  Editor  Meirrill  C. 
Tenney,  former  head  of  the  Graduate  School  at 
Wheaton  CoUege,  was  a  professor  oif  Dr.  Stark, 
who  received  his  bachelor  of  arts  degree  from 
Wheaton.  The  AC  professor's  bachelor  of  divinity, 
master  of  theology  and  doctor  of  theology  degrees 
are  from  NoTthern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 

Dr.  Stark  joined  the  Ashland  faculty  in  1959 
and  was  associate  professor  of  Hebrew  and  Old 
Testament  at  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  for 
11  years.  His  memberships  include  the  National 
Association  of  Evangelicals,  the  American  Schools 
of  Oriental  Research,  and  the  Evangelical  Theo- 
logical Society.  His  work  has  been  puihUshed  in 
the  Brethren  Evangelist  and  the  Ashland  Seminary 
Bulletin. 
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Ashland  Theological  Semiriary 
>10  Center 
Ashland,  Ohta  44805 


SUMMER  CAMP  li 


SHIPSHEWANA  RETREAT  CENTER 


CANOE  CAMP 
SR.  HIGH  CAMP 
JR.  HIGH  CAMP 
6th  GRADE  CAMP 
JUNIOR  CAMP 
BACKPACK  CAMP* 


JUNE  15-20 

JUNE  22-28 

JUNE  20 -JULY  5 

JULY  6-12 

JULY  13-19 

JULY  27 -AUGUST  1 


FAMILY  CAMP  AUGUST  29  -  SEPT.  1 

With  Jerry  Flora  on  Christian  Marriage 

*Open  to  bofh  girls  and  guys.  The  size  is  limited 
to  16  persons  with  prepaid  reservations. 

ALL  CAMPS  COST  $34.00 

Registrations  begin  at  3:00  P.M.  on  Sunday  with  the  Camps 
closing  at  10:00  A.M.  the  following  Saturday. 

For  information  contact: 

Jack  Oxenrider 

Rt  2 

Shipsheivana,  IN  46565 
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Lef    us    therefore    follow 
offer    the    things    which 
make    for    peace,    and 
things    wherewith    one 
may    edify    another. 

Romans    14:19    (KJV) 
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NOTES  and  COMMENTS 


TIME  FOR  PEACE  EMPHASIS  CHANGED 

Ever  since  the  Peace  Committee  of  General 
Conference  has  been  in  existence  the  time  for 
emphasizing  its  work  has  been  in  early  November 
with  the  second  Sunday  of  November  designated 
as  Peace  Sunday.  This  seemed  appropriate  as  this 
was  always  near  but  was  known  for  many  years 
as  Armistice  Day,  now  known  as  Veterans  Day. 

During  this  time  of  the  year  it  has  also  been 
customary  to  emphasis  other  aspects  of  the  church 


year,  October  is  the  time  to  promote  the  Educa- 
tional Day  Offering  followed  by  Home  Missions 
promotion  in  November.  Recently  this  emphasis 
has  pretty  much  used  up  available  Evangelist 
space  (rightly  so)  thus  making  it  rather  difficult 
to  have  Peace  material  printed  in  an  issue  coming 
to  you  near  Peace  Sunday.  So  with  this  in  mind 
and  with  some  change  of  emphasis  in  the  obser- 
vance of  Armistice  Day  it  was  suggested  that  the 
Peace  Committee  shift  to  July  and  designate  the 
Sunday  closest  to  ithe  fourth  as  Peace  Sunday. 
The  comimittee  agreed  to  this  change  and  is  pre- 
senting some  materials  for  your  consideration  in 
this  issue. 

In  addition  to  the  material  found  in  this  issue 
bulletin  inserts  are  being  prepared  and  will  be 
maUed  to  the  churches  for  use  on  Peace  Sunday, 
July  6.  The  inserts  Will  have  a  Litany  of  Peace 
which  we  trust  will  be  used  during  Morning  Wor- 
ship. The  Committee  is  composed  of  the  following : 
Edna  Logan,  Keith  Bennett,  John  Brownsberger, 
Jerald  RadcUff  and  Doc  Shank,  chairman. 


Cover  Art  by  Jean  Shank 
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AMERICA, 
LAND  THAT  I  LOVE! 


by  "Doc"  Shank 


.'X.'^ 


In  a  few  weeks  we  will  be  celebrating  another 
foiirth  of  July.  This  Day  holds  something  special 
for  many  Americans.  Perhaps  this  year  it  will 
take  on  even  more  meaning  before  of  the  approach- 
ing Bicentennial.  Some  may  have  already  had  the 
joy  of  seeing  the  Freedom  Train  which  has  been 
touring  this  great  land. 

This  time  of  the  year  brings  to  mind  a  number 
of  things.  And  as  we  celebrate  it  is  hoped  that 
along  with  the  picnics,  fire  crackers,  baseball 
games,  camping  and  others  we  would  have  time 
to  reflect  upon  our  great  heritage  and  sense  our 
challenge  for  the  future.  Surely  we  wiU  want  to  re- 
call such  things  as  What  we  know  to  be  the  Pledge 
of  Allegiance.  It  says:  I  pledge  allegiance  to  the 
flag  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  to  the 
rapulbUc  for  which  it  stands;  one  nation  under 
God,  indivisible,  with  liberty  and  justice  for  all. 
Or  the  follO'Wting: 

My  country,  'tis  of  thee. 

Sweet  land  of  liberty, 
Of  thee  I  sing; 

Land  where  m.y  fathers  died, 

Land  of  the  pilgrims'  pride. 

From  every  mountainside 
Let  freedom  ring. 
(Incidentally  if  you  have  forgotten,  fthe  Pledge 
was  written  by  a  Baptist  minister,  Francis  Bel- 
lamy, in  1892  and  the  song,  America,  was  written 
by  another  Baptist  minister,  Samuel  Francis 
Smith.) 


We  may  want  to  recall  those  immortal  words 
written  by  Emma  Lazarus.  They  are  inscribed  on 
the  pedestal  holding  that  lovely  lady  so  that  all 
who  approach  this  country  from  the  east  will 
certainly  see.  We  know  her  as  the  Statue  of 
Liberty.  The  words  are; 

.  .  .  Give  me  your  tired,  your  poor. 
Your  huddle  masses  yearning  to  breathe  free, 
The  wretched  refuse  of  your  teeminig  shore. 
Send  these,   the  homeless,  tempest-tossed, 

to  me: 
I  lift  my  lamp  beside  the  golden  door. 
Or  the  words  of  our  National  Anthem  written 
by  Francis  Scott  Key: 

O  say,  can  you  see,  by  the  dawn's  early  light, 
What  so  proudly  we  hailed  at  the  twilight's 

last  gleaming? 
Whose  broad  stripes  and  bright  stars, 

thro'  the  perilous  fight, 
O'er  the  ramparts  we  watched,  were  so 

gallantly  streaming? 
And  the  rocket's  red  glare,  the  bombs 

bursting  in  air. 
Gave  proof  thro'  the  night  that  our  flag 

was  still  there, 
O  say,  does  that  Star-spangled  Banner 

stUl  wave 
O'er  the  land  of  the  free,  and  the  home 
of  the  brave? 
America,    Land    that    I    love.    Long   may    your 
freedom  ring,  long  may  you  be  a  haven  for  all 
who   come.   Long  may  you   be  the  home  of  the 
brave  and  home  of  the  free,  long  may  you  ibe  a 
nation   under   God,   with   liberty   and   justice   for 
all.  And  long  may  the  Christian  Church  help  make 
it  so.  Ours  is  a  great  heritage,  may  the  future  be 
just  as  great.  The  words  of  that  beautiful  prayer 
of  Irving  Berlin,   "God  bless  America,  land  that 
I   love!"   should  touch   our  hearts  and  cause  us 
to  want  to  be  better  Christian  citizens. 


Doc  Shank  is  chairman  of  the  Peace 
Cominittee  of  the  General  Conference  Or- 
ganization of  The  Brethren  Church.  He  is 
pastor  of  the  Gretna  Brethren  Church  of 
Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 
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EVERBODY'S  JOB 


by  Mrs.  Edna  Logan  i 


"Dear  Friend, 

As  you  think  about  your  future,  somewhere 
deep  down  you're  wondering  if  there's  a  joto  that's 
not  just  'any  job.'  You  want  something  better. 
Something  you  can  do.  Something  you  can  be 
good  at. 

There  is  such  a  job.  It's  a  job  that  will  take  all 
you've  got.  Your  brains  and  skills  as  well  as  your 
courage  and  muscle.  It  will  teach  you  more  than 
you  ever  thought  possible.  It  will  challenge  you 
again  and  again.  And  then  it  will  present  you 
with  all  the  pride  and  satisfaction  of  doing  a  job 
that's  worth  doing.  As  a  member  of  a  great  team." 
Sounds  great,  doesn't  it? 

It  goes  on:  "The  more  you  learn  about  the  job, 
the  more  interesting  it  gets.  Let's  talk  about  the 
rewards."  The  rewards  (according  to  the  letter) 
are  good  pay,  education  and  knowing  you  are  doing 
a  job  worth  doing. 

What  is  this?  A  letter  encouraging  our  youth 
to  follow  a  Christian  career?  I  wish  it  were. 
Actually  it  is  excerpts  from  a  letter  sent  out  by 
the  United  States  Army.  The  challenge  to  a  "job 
worth  doing"  is  making  war.  War,  the  world's 
most  deadly  disease.  It  means  learning  ,to  kill,  to 
cripple  and  destroy  property  of  other  human 
beings. 

Recently  I  heard  a  Methodist  minister  say. 
"Killing  is  our  national  business."  What  a  terrible 
thought!  But  isn't  it  true?  We  all  know  that  our 
economy  is  tied  up  with  war  and  preparation  for 
war.  Each  one  of  us  pays  for  it  year  after  year. 
What  does  war  really  cost?  Here's  something  to 
think  about. 

The  total  cost  ocf  World  War  II  was  a  trillion 
doUars.  Who  can  even  imagine  that  much  money? 
This  might  help:  If  that  much  money  had  been 
used  constructively  it  would  have  provided  a  five 
room  house  for  every  family  in  the  world  and  a 
hospital  in  every  city  of  over  5,000  people  with 
operating  expenses  paid  for  ten  years. 

That's  just  money.  What  is  that  compared  to 
the  homes  itorn  apart  by  separation  and  death. 
Women  without  husbands,  children  without  fath- 
ers. Someone  put  it  this  way.  "If  you  want  to 
help  orphans,  stop  killing  their  mothers  and 
fathers."  And  what  about  the  men  who  are  taught 
to  hate  and  to  kill  their  fellowmen?  And  what 
about  the  mothers  who  see  their  sons  leave  not 
knowing  how,  when  or  if  they  will  return? 


President  Ford  said  recently,  "The  war  in  Viet 
Nam  is  over."  Is  any  war  really  over? 

Why  do  we  do  it?  Does  it  really  have  to  be? 

In  1916  Woodrow  Wilson  thought  we  were  fight- 
ing the  war  to  end  wars.  The  war  to  make  the 
world  free  for  democracy.  It  didn't  work  that 
way.  We've  been  fighting  the  same  battle  ever 
since — ^World  War  II,  Korea,  Viet  Nam.  Where 
next? 

Communism  is  a  gO'dless  movement  that  is 
sweeping  the  world  today.  Does  war  stop  it?  It 
never  has.  It  never  will.  A  people  will  not  go 
hungry,  if  war  is  the  alternative.  The  communists 
offer  help  to  the  hungry  of  the  world.  What  are 
Clmistians  doing? 

It's   time  for   Christians   to  stop  killing  Chris- 
tians.  It's  time  for  Christian  people  to  promote  ■ 
peace!    How?   We  throw  up  our  hands  and  say,  , 
"Sure,  no  one  likes  war  but  what  can  I  do  about 
it?" 

First:  Start  thinking  peace.  Have  you  ever 
thought  seriously  that  there  might  be  a  better 
way?  That  war  doesn't  have  to  be?  That  the 
United  States  could  find  a  better  way  to  spend  our 
tax  dollars? 

Second:  Study  and  learn.  Read  books  (including 
the  Bible).  Study  the  issues  ithat  our  leaders  are 
facing.  Know  what  is  going  on  in  this  world. 
Learn  about  our  past  record. 

Third:  Act.  Talk  to  others.  Get  yoiu:  friends 
and  neighbors  to  thinking  about  peace.  Nobody 
really  likes  war.  Join  with  others  who  are  work- 
tog  for  peace.  Write  to  those  Who  represenit  us  m 
government.  They  do  listen.  Recently  they  rebelled 
against  sendtog  more  money  toto  Viet  Nam.  Teach 
our  young  people  to  love  God  and  then  follow 
men.  Tell  them  that  God's  way  is  the  way  of 
peace. 

What  did  Christ  teach?  He  said,  "Blessed  are 
the  peace  makers."  "Love  your  enemies."  "Turn 
the  other  cheek."  "Forgive  70  times  7."  When 
He  was  unjustly  arrested.  He  healed  His  captors 
ear  saytog,  "They  that  live  by  the  sword  shall 
perish  by  the  sword." 

He  also  saiid  that  there  would  be  'wars  and  ru- 
mors of  wars"  because  He  knew  that  Christianity 
would  not  prevail  over  'the  entire  world  and  with- 
out Him  there  would  be  war.  He  did  not  want  His 
followers  to  promote  war. 
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If  Christ  were  writing  to  our  young  men  He 
might  say: 
"Dear  Friend, 

I  have  a  job  for  you  that  is  better  than  any 
other  job.  It  will  teach  you  more  ithan  you  think 
possible.  With  your  brains  you  can  promote  peace 
by  thinking  of  and  planning  ways  of  making  my 
world  a  better  place  to  live."  (What  if  all  the  time, 
thought  and  money  spent  on  making  war  had  been 
spent  in  finding  ways  to  settle  our  differences 
without  blood  shed?  Smallpox  and  polio  are  no 
longer  dreaded  diseases  because  someone  believed 
they  could  be  prevented. 

"With    your    skills    you    can    build    roads    and 
(J  bridges  around  the  world  or  teach  people  to  read 
and  how  to  earn  a  better  living." 


"You  can  use  your  courage  to  speak  out  for 
Christ  and  for  peace  on  earth." 

"With  your  muscle  you  can  drive  a  tractor  to 
till  the  soil  instead  of  a  tank  to  destroy  it.  You  can 
lift  up  the  fallen  and  help  the  weak. 

"You  will  have  great  pride  and  satisfaction  of 
doing  jobs  worth  doing  as  a  member  of  the  great- 
est  team — God's  Team."   Join   Now.   Everybody! 


Mrs.  Edna  Logan  is  a  member  of  the 
Peace  Committee  of  the  General  Conference 
Organization  of  The  Brethren  Church  and 
is  a  mem,ber  of  the  Bethlehem  Brethren 
Church  in  Harrisonburg,   Virginia. 


This  Thing  Called  Peace 


Seeking  In  Vain 


Real  peace  is  an  elusive  thing. 

Or  so  it  seems  to  men. 
The  turmoil  worsens  day  by  day, 

Try  as  they  will,  but  then 
They  don't  know  where  the  answer  lies; 

Our  dollars  cannot  buy 
This  thing  called  peace,  for  which  they  seek. 

It  comes  from  God  on  high. 
There's  just  one  place  to  find  this  peace. 

It's  time  we  made  a  start 
By  placing  it  in  Jesus'  hands 

And  giving  Him  our  hearts. 
Men,  in  their  sinful  state,  stiU  hold 

To  greed  and  hate  and  such. 
The  Master  holds  the  key,  my  friend, 

And  longs,  our  lives,  to  touch. 

Norman  McPherson 


Oh,  what  a  state  our  world  is  in 

Because  men  choose  to  walk  in  sin. 

It  seems  to  worsen  day  by  day; 

At  least  that's  what  the  news  men  say. 

We  search  for  ways  to  bring  us  peace. 

And,  from  our  troubles,  find  release. 

When  will  we  learn  that  peace  must  start 

Within  each  individual  heart? 

The  Holy  Spirit  must  come  in 

And  His  transforming  work  begin. 

Then,  we'll  find  that  for  which  we  seek; 

The  peace  of  which  the  Scriptures  speak. 

How  do  we  fUl  this  urgent  need? 

Through  Christ,  who,  on  the  cross,  did  bleed 

And  die  to  take  away  our  sin; 

Then,  this  elusive  peace  we'll  win. 

Norman  McPherson 


The  Great  Physician 


The  great  Physician  has  the  cure 

For  this  old  sin  sick  world. 

I'd  like  to  see  atop  the  mast 

The  Christian  flag  unfurled. 

We  pledge  allegiance  to  the  flag 

Of  this  our  native  land. 

li  we  would  also  pledge  ourselves 

To  Christ,  and  take  a  stand, 

'Twould  be  a  giant  blow  to  hate. 

And  all  that  plagues  mankind. 

For  only  through  the  Prince  of  peace 

Can  we  the  answer  find. 

Norman  McPherson 
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Signal  Lights 

Bible  Theme: 

Friends 

Mission  Project: 

Radio   Program   and    Literature   for  Spanish 
Speaking   Annericans 

Signal  Lights  Program,  for  July 

Bible  Story:     "New  Friends  for  Jesus" 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 

by  ALBERTA  HOLSINGER 


(Have  pictures  of  Paul  preaching,  traveling, 
making  tents  to  show  'to  your  group.  Have,  too, 
pictures  of  our  Brethren  missionaries. ) 

Paul  was  a  missionary.  He  traveled  from  one 
town  to  another;  from  one  country  to  another 
to  tell  the  people  of  Jesus. 

Paul  was  also  a  tentmaker.  People  were  glad 
to  buy  his  tents  because  he  did  his  work  carefully 
and  well. 

One  day  Paul  went  to  the  city  of  Corinth  to  teach 
about  Jesus.  There  he  met  Aquila  and  his  wife 
Priscilla.  They,  too,  were  tentmakers. 

"Come  and  work  with  us,"  said  Aquila.  "We 
could  use  your  help." 

"Yes,"  added  Priscilla.  "You  can  live  at  our 
house,  too,  if  you  would  like." 

"Thank  you,"  said  Paul.  "I  will  be  glad  to  work 
with  you.  I  wUl  be  glad  to  share  your  home." 

Paul  had  something  to  share  with  Aquila  and 
Priscilla,  too.  They  hadn't  heard  about  Jesus.  They 
listened  carefully  to  the  many  things  Paul  told 
them  about  the  Savior.  It  wasn't  long  until  they 

Mission  Story:     "Wanted:    Friends" 

Florencia  was  crying  softly.  She  didn't  want 
Mama  to  hear  her.  She  didn't  want  Mama  to  know 
how  unhappy  she  was. 

Everyone  in  the  family  was  excited  the  day 
Papa  came  home  and  said,  "We're  moving.  We're 
moving  to  Arizona.  My  cousin  Jose  has  a  house 
for  us.  It  is  next  to  his  house." 

"Good,"  said  Mama.  "I'll  begin  packing." 

Florencia  and  her  brothers  Ramon  and  Pablo 
ran  to  tell  their  friends  the  news. 

Now  they  were  in  their  new  home  next  to 
cousin  Jose.  They  had  been  here  a  week  and 
Florencia  wished  they  were  back  home  in  Mexico. 

"I  had  friends  there,"  she  thought  to  herself. 

"Why  are  you  crying.  Little  One?"  asked  Mama. 

"I'm  so  unhappy  here,"  sobbed  Florencia.  "I 
don't  have  anyone  to  play  with." 

Mama  sat  down  and  took  Florencia  on  her  lap. 

"Ramon  and  Pablo  play  with  our  cousins,"  she 
continued  between  sobs.  "But  there  are  no  little 
girls  here  who  speak  Spanish.  Oh,  Mama,  can't 
we  go  back  home?" 

Mama  held  the  little  girl  close.  "No,  we  can't. 
Papa   has   a   good  job.   We  'have  money  to  buy 


knew  Jesus  was  God's  Son  and  they  became  His 
followers,  too. 

PrisciUa  and  Aquila  introduced  Paul  to  their 
friends.  They  went  with  him  to  the  church  at 
Corinth.  They  helped  him  tell  about  Jesus. 

Soon  many  people  of  the  city  believed  Jesus 
was  the  Savior  sent  from  God.  They,  too,  became 
His  followers  and  friends. 

Priscilla  and  AquUa  were  sorry  when  it  was 
ti'me  for  Paul  to  go  to  another  dty. 

"We  shall  miss  you,"  they  told  him.  "We  are 
glad  you  came.  We  are  glad  you  told  us  of  Jesus. 
We  shall  continue  to  tell  others  of  the  Savior." 

— ^Based  on  Acts  18:4-1 
Memory  Verse:     Romans  10:13 

Our  missionaries  today  are  te'Uing  people  of 
Jesus.  They  are  helping  others  to  become  His 
followers  and  friends. 

The  message  we  all  want  to  share  with  others 
is  our  memory  verse  for  this  month. 

"Anyone  who  calls  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord 
will  be  saved." 


enough  food  and  clothes  for  our  family.  In  two 
months  you  wiU  go  to  school.  Then  you  will  have 
friends." 

Florencia  tried  to  smile  for  Mama.  Two  months! 
That  seemed  like  forever.  What  would  she  do  all 
summer? 

"I'll  sweep  the  kitchen  ffloor  ifor  you,  Mama,"  she 
offered.  Maybe  if  she  helped  Mama  the  summer 
would  go  faster. 

Just  as  she  finished  sweeping  she  heard  the  boys 
shouting,  "Come,  Florencia.  Come  to  the  park  With 
us.  There's  music — guitar  music  and  singing  and 
stories.  An  evangelical  is  there.  Hurry!" 

"May  I,  Mama?"  sihe  asked.  "May  I  go?" 

"Run  along,  Little  One,"  said  Mama.  "Perhaps 
you  will  not  need  to  wait  two  months  for  new 
friends  after  aU." 

Note  to  Patronesses:  Please  send  your  project 
offering  to:  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  530  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  O.  44805. 

Send  a  report  of  your  Signal  Lights  group  to: 
Mrs.  Robert  Holsinger,  208  Sloan  Ave.,  Ashland, 
O.  44805. 

Both  your  offering  and  your  report  should  be 
mailed  no  later  than  July  31. 
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WOMEN'S  LAB 


When  we  were  school  children,  we  were  asked 
to  sing,  at  the  beginning  of  each  day,  a  symbolic 
song  of  our  country.  As  adults,  before  any  ball 
game,  we  are  asked  to  rise  and  sing  the  same 
song.  As  you  have  probably  guessed,  it  is  our 
national  anthem. 

The  real  significance  of  this  song  was  impressed 
on  me  on  a  recent  trip  to  Europe,  when  I  was 
fortunate  enough  to  visit  two  Communist-ruled 
countries — Yugoslavia  and  Czechoslovakia.  You 
may  wonder  what  is  so  "fortunate"  about  such  an 
experience.  I  consider  it  fortunate  because  there  I 
witnessed  a  system  of  government  repressing  the 
personal  initiative  of  individuals. 

On  one  occasion,  after  a  tiring  'bus  ride,  we 
approached  a  iborder  in  Czechoslovakia.  Here  our 
I  bus  driver  was  told  that  the  border  was  closed  and 
that  we  could  not  enter.  This,  of  course,  was  an 
example  of  iCommunist  control  over  our  freedom 
to  enter  and  travel  within  the  country. 

After  we  finally  found  a  border  that  was  open, 
I  was  struck  with  the  various  symbols  of  the 
oppressing  power  that  Communism  has.  It  was 
like  viewing  a  war  movie  in  which  the  prisoners 
are  waiting  in  the  bus  unable  to  get  out.  Seeing  a 
soldier  with  a  German  Shepherd  dog  and  with  a 
machine  gun  on  his  back  made  me  realize  that 
this  influence  was  for  real  and  not  just  a  play 
acted  in  movies. 

As  I  looked  out  the  window,  the  scenery  which 
was  visible  to  me  was  the  toaiibed  wire  fence  ex- 
tending along  the  (border.  We  were  told  that  this 
area  was  also  mined.  I  must  say,  a  sense  of  appre- 
hension seized  me  as  I  totally  realized  the  atmo- 
sphere of  the  country  we  were  entering. 

The  city  to  which  we  travelled  was  Prague.  Here 
the  stench  in  the  air  convinced  me  it  was  an  in- 
dustrial city.  We  were  unalble  to  stay  at  a  hotel 
directly  in  Prague.  But  that  was  all  right,  we 
thought,  for  we  were  to  stay  in  a  "spa"  called 
Bodebrady.  Well,  let  me  tell  you,  we  travelled  an 
hour  to  get  to  this  place;  and  as  you  may  have 
guessed,  it  was  so  far  into  the  hinter  lands  that 
it  was  hardly  what  any  of  us  would  think  of  as  a 
resort  area.  O,  well,  we  were  in  dire  need  of  a 
good  laugh! 

A  guide  remained  with  us  our  entire  stay  in 
this  hotel  and  for  our  tour  of  Prague.  There  were 
strict  regulations  on  what  information  he  could 
give  us.  We  were  also  told  that  our  rooms  were 
probably  bugged  and  that  we  were  being  watched 
by  unseen  eyes. 


GOD   BLESS   AMERICA 


BY  SARAH  KEFFER* 


In  our  tour  of  Prague,  I  was  struck  by  how  far 
behind  us  they  are  in  their  styles  of  dress  and  in 
transportation.  I  felt  a  sense  of  depression  at  the 
sombre,  dowdy  appearance  of  the  people.  Never 
a  smile  creased  their  lips  as  they  seemingly  bustled 
from  somewhere  to  nowhere. 

Even  though  some  of  the  people  did  speak  Eng- 
lish, what  they  communicated  to  me  was  not  in 
words;   it  was  demonstrated  in  their  actions. 

I  am  very  thankful  for  the  opportunities  that 
are  available  to  me  here  in  our  country  In  the 
pursuit  of  self  improvement.  Freedom  is  truly  a 
gift  we  receive  in  America.  I  can  Uve  and  work 
for  my  own  personal  good  and  satisfaction  without 
the  suppressing  power  of  any  government. 

From  my  experiences  on  this  trip,  I  am  grateful 
to  aU  of  the  men  who  have  suffered  and  who, 
through  their  unselfish  efforts,  have  kept  our 
nation  free  from  political  oppression. 

It  is  with  this  gratitude  in  my  heart  that  I  write 
to  say  to  aU  who  may  read  this:  Truly  think  of 
the  words  when  you  are  singing  our  national 
anthem.  I  'know  I  wiU — won't  you  join  me? 


*Sara  Keffer,  senior  at  Ashland  College,  major- 
ing in  elementary  education,  also  mem;ber  of  the 
Park  Street  Church  in  Ashland,  is  one  of  a  group 
of  students  who — with  several  professors —  ac- 
companied the  College  Choir  to  Europe,  then  s.pent 
their  time  touring  a  few  countries  and  visiting 
their  schools. 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


ftHSStOHARy 

news 


WORD   FROM   YSSAKHAPATNAM 
(New   Area   Work   in   India) 

Letter  from  Vijaya  Kumar 


VIJAYA  KUMAR 

Dear  Fnends, 

Greetings  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  I  hope  you  are  all  enjoying  the 
Spring  season  iyi  the  States;  here  I  have  been 
busy  ivith  our  Lord's  work  in  the  Brethren 
Missio7i  in  Visakhapatnam  (Visag  abbrevi- 
ated form).  I  have  been  giving  messages  at 
oitr  Brethren  Churches  m  Rajahmimdry 
area  and  in  the  General  Convention  and  I 
have  been  enjoying  teaching  at  our  Bible 
Institute.  I  also  gave  a  message  at  the  First 
Harvest  Festival,  Rajahmundry  in  April. 

Regular  Sunday  services  started  at  Visa- 
khapaUiam  on  February  16,  1975.  At  that 
first  service  there  ivere  about  10  people  and 
now  the  Lord  has  increased  it  to  65.  Praise 
the  Lord!  Many  Hindus  are  also  attending 
the  services.  A  new  thatched  prayer  shed 
was  erected  and  the  first  service  was  started 
in  that  shed  from  April  20,  1975.  I  have 
been  visiting  many  people  in  huts  and  nice 
homes  and  witnessing  our  Saviour.  I  had 
tvonderful  opportunity  to  witness  to  a  Hindu 
priest,  sorcerer  and  fortune  teller  ivho  is  a 


worshipper  of  a  Goddess  named  Kali  (the 
Goddess  of  Sacrifice).  I  went  into  his  house 
and  ptnyed  for  him. 

Our  evangelism  sign  boards  are  attracting 
the  public  and  many  Hindus  and  Christians 
have  complimented  tis  and  suggest  that  more 
sigyi  boards  be  put  up  near  the  Train  and 
Bus  Stations,etc. 

I  have  started  evangelism  work  in  villages 
of  Pilla  Agraharam,  Goljam,  Dasulapalem 
and  Mad.hurawada.  I  showed  a  filmstrip  on 
the  Resurrection  of  our  Lord,  in  S.  Kota 
Village  at  Easter  time.  I  preached  in  Dasula- 
palem where  they  heard  the  Gospel  for  the 
first  time  in  ten  years.  It  ivas  very  difficult 
to  reach  that  village  by  car  because  of  the 
sandy  soil  and  terrible  roads. 

The  people  in  the  villages  are  in  need  of 
food,  clothes  and  medicines.  Outreach  was 
started  in  the  village  of  Madhurawada 
through  our  medical  ministry.  Many  of  the 
people  have  Tuberculosis  because  of  their 
poverty  and  illiteracy. 

The  Lo7'd  has  been  good  to  me  in  my  per- 
sonal life.  Although  thieves  came  to  the  Mis- 
sion house  while  I  was  atvay,  all  they  stole 
were  the  light  bulbs.  The  Lord  wonderfully 
spared  my  life  in  a  one-car  accident  in  April 
while  I  ivas  on  my  missionary  work;  for 
some  people  have  lost  their  lives  in  similar 
accidents.  Our  Lord  has  shown  me  a  fine 
dedicated  bride  through  my  parents.  She  is 
a  medical  doctor  who  finishes  her  internship 
by  the  end  of  December,  1975.  Her  name  is 
Sujata  which  means  one  who  has  good  future 
or  fortune.  She  will  be  a  great  help  to  me  in 
my  ministry.  My  marriage  will  take  place  in 
Visakhapatnam  on  May  21,  1975  just  tivo 
days  before  Sujata's  birthday.  How  I  wish 
all  of  you  could  be  at  my  ivedding  but  I  am 
pleased  you  will  7iot  have  to  suffer  in  this 
lieat  of  110°  until  much  humidity.  Please 
pray  for  this  great  occasion  in  my  life. 

Many  of  you  have  been  writing  me  and  I 
do  appreciate  that.  I  need  your  prayers  and 
encouragement  for  my  nerv  family  life  and 
the  ivork  in  Vizag  area. 


June  14,  1975 
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More  Movin'  On 


Because  one  issue  of  the  Evangelist  was  omitted, 
there  has  been  quite  a  gap  since  our  last  report — 
the  one  that  related  the  early  stops  on  our  North- 
ern Workshop  Tour.  Picking  up  where  you  left  us 
last  time  in  Columbus,  Ohio  we'll  conclude  some 
Tour  highlights  with  these  paragrahs. 
Zanesville,  Ohio 

The  Rolling  Plains  United  Methodist  Church  on 
the  outskirts  of  town,  provided  another  ideal  loca- 
tion for  a  Worksihop.  The  basement/Fellowship 
Hall  rooms  were  carpeted,  with  plenty  of  wall 
;  space  and  tables  for  displays.  And  good  help  both 
in  setting  up  and  taking  down  for  these  Friday 
evening  and  Saturday  morning  sessions  (April 
11  and  12). 

Extensive  publicity  preceded  our  coming,  with 
good  response  from  churches  in  neighboring  com- 
munities, Including  several  public  school  teachers 
who  were  quite  complimentary  about  the  kinds 
of  things  we  shared  with  them  and  the  methods 
J  used  in  presentation.  It  was  also  enjoyable  to  have 
four  from  our  Cameron  Brethren  Church  (West 
Virginia)  drive  over  100  miles  to  attend — staying 
overnight  with  some  new-found  friends  in  the 
Zanesville  area. 

Oak  HUl,  West  Virguiia 

The  next  stop  was  at  the  First  Brethren  Church 
in  Oak  HUl  for  both  services  on  Sunday.  There  was 
no  difficulty  in  driving  from  Zanesville  to  Oak 
Hill  on  Saturday  afternoon  and  early  evening, 
arriving  in  time  to  unload  the  stationwagon  so  we 
could  locate  the  special  items  we  needed  for  the 
Sunday  morning  presentation. 

The  two  programs  in  Oak  HUl  were  not  really 
"workshops,"  since  both  were  worship  services, 
but  we  did  have  opportunity  to  share  many  of  the 
same  ideas  with  those  who  attended.  FoUowing 
the  opening  worship  led  by  Pastor  WUliam 
Skeldon,  our  presentation  highlighted  "The  Mission 
and  Purpose  of  Brethren  House."  An  attempt  was 
made  to  demonstrate,  not  just  describe,  how  we 
go  about  our  work  in  our  neighborhood — ^and  still 
mal^e  it  a  meaningful  experience  for  the  worship- 
ers. Introductory  remarks  explained  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Brethren  House  ministry,  followed 
by  the  first,  second  and  third  graders  gathering 
around  Bonnie  on  the  platform  as  she  talked  with 
them  and  read  them  a  story.  Then  came  an  im- 
promptu drama  involving  the  fourth,  fifth  and 
sixth  graders. 

As  you  would  expect,  the  carry-in  FeUowship 
meal  at  noon  at  the  church  was  both  delicious  and 
a  very  friendly  gesture  for  our  visit.  Then,  foUow- 
ing  an  hour  to  set  up  ■materials  if  or  the  evening  ser- 
vice, we  had  time  to  enjoy  a  drive  through  the 
beautiful  West  Virginia  mountains.  In  the  evening 
service  we   demonstrated   teaching   aids   that  we 


use  constantly  at  Brethren  House  to  teaCh  the 
Scriptures,  and  concluded  with  the  FUmstrip  about 
the  Children's  Learning  Center  at  the  1973  (General 
Conference. 

Although  the  weekend  was  fast-moving,  we  wiU 
long  remember  the  way  we  were  so  warmly  re- 
ceived by  that  congregation  between  Satiirday  eve- 
ning and  Monday  morning  when  we  departed  for 
our  next  stop  in  North  CaroUna.  It  was  an  enjoy- 
able opportunity  for  Phil  to  renew  acquaintances 
made  on  a  few  visits  to  Oak  HUl  some  years  ago 
and  in  Ashland. 

Charlotte,  North  Carolina 

We  "landed"  in  Charlotte  at  just  the  right  time 
to  gather  in  the  amazing  beauty  of  the  blooming 
dogwood  and  azalea  bushes.  Something  beyond 
description  .  .  .  but  most  enjoyable. 

Our  two  workshops  headquartered  in  the  Sardis 
Presbyterian  Church.  This  was  also  a  time  to  re- 
new acquaintances,  for  two  of  those  involved  were 
men  we  had  worked  with  in  St.  Petersburg  through 
the  Fellowship  of  Religious  Educators.  They  had 
recently  moved  to  Charlotte. 

The  spacious  Fellowship  HaU  was  ideal  for 
spreading  out  our  materials,  and  allowing  the 
attenders  plenty  of  room  to  move  around  and 
handle  them.  In  addition  to  the  two  nights  there, 
we  also  were  asked  to  consult  with  another  church 
downtown  concerning  the  plans  for  their  VBS 
program  this  year — when  they  hope  to  plan  some 
Learning  Center  opportunities  for  their  chUdren. 
Headin'  Home 

The  last  leg  of  this  3,200  mUe— 17  day  trip  took 
the  form  of  an  aU-night  drive  and  into  the  next 
day  .  .  .  arriving  by  mid-afternoon.  This  gave  us 
time  to  unload  the  wagon  and  prepare  a  display 
for  the  next  day  in  downtown  St.  Petersburg.  This 
was  in  connection  with  a  two-day  series  of  Work- 
shops led  by  Don  Griggs  (from  Livermore,  Cali- 
fornia)— a  program  that  we  helped  plan  before 
we  left  town. 

EVALUATION 

As  we  hope  you  can  tell,  even  from  these  sketchy 
comments,  we  felt  very  good  about  the  Workshop 
Tour  in  many  respects,  There  was  very  good 
response  and  participant  involvement  by  the  ma- 
jority in  every  location. 

The  cordiality  and  friendships  established  were 
superb. 

It  gave  us  many  exceUent  opportunities  to  share 
what  we  hope  the  Brethren  (ZJiurch,  through 
Brethren  House,  is  about  these  days — teaching  the 
Scripture  in  effective  ways,  It  was  shared  in  sev- 
eral ways:  the  first  Workshop  always  opened 
with  sUent  .prayer  for  God's  Guidance;  table  after 
table  (total  of  12  banquet  tables  and  several  small- 
er ones)  filled  with  ideas  for  teaching  the  Bible 
meaningfuUy;  resource  books  to  axamine  for  fur- 
ther challenging  ideas;  the  closing  worship  of  the 
second  session  to  return  our  thoughts  to  God  as 
the  giver  of  the  message  we  proclaim. 

We  feel  good  about  the  fact  that  our  Workshops 
give  ample  time  for  the  people  to  move  around, 
examine  materials,  discuss  things  with  us,  listen 
to  tapes,  and  compare  notes  among  themselves. 

Who   knows,   we  may   do   this  aU   again   some 
time.  Yes,  already  there  are  some  invitations. 
Phil  Lersch 
Bonnie  Munson 
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Things  Are  Happening  in 
Fori  Wayne 


Things  do  happen!  Things  are  happening! 
Things  will  happen! 

Almost  in  total  unbelief,  the  Lord  is  bringing 
about  only  what  one  would  dream  of  here  in  Fort 
Wayne!  To  have  even  28  present  on  Easter  Sun- 
day Morning  for  our  First  Easter  Sunrise  Service 
and  aU  remain  for  Breakfast  was  hard  for  us  to 
believe.  But  for  the  Sunday  following  Easter,  we 
hit  an  all  time  high  in  attendance  for  not  being  a 
special  Sunday.  We  (had  56  present.  We  are  mov- 
ing forward  into  a  fuUy  organized  congregation 
with  Ministries  of  Worship,  Education,  Property, 
Fellowship  and  Growth.  We  have  an  elected  chair- 
man/woman for  each  Ministry  with  each  choosing 
people  from  those  in  regular  attendance  to  become 
part  of  their  Ministry.  We  want  to  use  every  per- 
son who  attends,  making  them  feel  that  they  are 
needed. 


The  Ft.  Wayne  Youth  sponsored  the  Easter 

Sunrise  Service  and  breakfast  ivith  the 

Minister  of  Youth,  Dan  Gray  and 

his  ivife  Paula. 

One  of  the  first  steps  wliich  we  had  to  work  at 
and  which  has  taken  much  time  was  to  get  a 
"core"  group  which  were  born-again  Christians, 
and  which  had  a  real  desire  to  work  for  and  grow 
in  the  Lord.  With  this  leadership,  we  are  now  ex- 
tending to  all  those  who  attend,  the  need  to  work 
for  the  Lord  and  serve  His  church  in  one  of  its 
Ministries.  We  are  guarding  against  something 
which  happens  in  some  churches,  that  of  forming 
"clicks"  or  groups"!  We  want  to  be  one  family, 
all  serving  the  Lord,  no  matter  of  age,  rich  or 
poor,  etc.  We  are  praying  that  we  can  always  be 
one  in  Christ. 

We  are  at  present,  planning  another  Baptismal 
Service  soon.  As  one  gentleman  told  the  pastor, 
"We  have  found  a  Christian  Fellowship  at  Meadow 
Crest  Brethen  which  we  didn't  know  could  exist"! 
We  praise  the  Lord  and  continue  to  pray  that  this 
spirit  will  always  continue  in  our  midst. 

Our  ladies  have  a  new  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  which  formed  in  January  '75  with  5  mem- 
bers. As  of  this  month,  April,  they  had  9  present 
of  which  all  are  now  members.  They  have  rolled 
bandages  and  presently  making  pre-op  dolls  for 
the  children's  ward  in  one  of  our  local  hospitals. 


The  Lord  has  directed  in  the  purchasing  of  a 
new  electric  typewriter  and  offset  press  for  less 
than  $400.00.  Normally  a  used  offset  press  would 
run  more  than  twice  the  price  which  we  paid  for 
both.  Just  another  example  of  waiting  upon  the 
Lord,  and  when  He  directs,  WE  WERE  READY 
TO  MOVE!  We  feel  that  the  printed  word  locally 
is  important  in  communicating  through  a  monthly  • 
News  letter,  the  Sunday  Bulletins,  and  other 
things  from  time  to  time. 

With  a  strong  beUef  that  "PRAYER  CHANGES  • 
THINGS  (PEOPLE)",  we  have  started 
"PRAYER  LINE"  with  over  a  dozen  "PRAYER 
PARTNERS"  to  start.  As  a  Prayer  request  is 
called  into  the  church  office,  it  is  relayed  at  once ' 
to  each  "Prayer  Partner".  Our  "Prayer  List" 
open  24  hours  a  day  and  7  days  a  week  for  anyone  • 
with  a  special  request  for  prayer.  We  KNOW  that  i 
God  answers  Prayer  and  has  ALL  POWER! 

We  have  been  using  the  "Bridging  Concept"  to 
find  new  people  for  our  Church.  People  inviting 
and  bringing  friends  has  and  is  working  for  those 
who  are  willing  to  really  try  it.  We  are  planning 
very  soon  as  the  weather  becomes  better,  to  can- 
vas our  entire  area  and  extend  an  invitation  to 
all  people  to  visit  us.  We  are  also  working  on  a  J 
Vacation  Bible  School  and  trust  that  this  will  give 
us  additional  leads  and  opportunity  to  give  a  true 
Evangelical  Witness  in  our  area.  We  have  also 
found  that  an  immediate  follow-up  on  aU  visitors  ■ 
is  very  successful. 

As  Spring  and  Summer  approaches,  we  are  pray- 
ing for  the  leading  of  the  Lord  to  press  forward 
for  Souls,  many  who  are  not  being  fed  Spiritually 
or  people  who  are  moving  into  the  area  and  need 
a  church  family. 


The  Bond  of  Felloivship  as  Judy  Tinkel, 
the  pastor's  ivife,  visits  after  breakfast  ivith 
another  new  family.  In  the  background, 
Shirley  Troup  visits  also  with  (unseen) 
neiv  family. 
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As  we  continue  in  this  new  Brebhren  Mission 
Work  in  Fort  Wajme,  avill  you  continue  to  pray 
with  us  that  we  shall  ibe  sensitive  to  the  leading 
of  the  Lord?  Also,  that  we  will  be  ready  to  move 
without  any  doiibt  as  He  leads  and  directs? 

We  want  to  thank  all  who  have  and  will  be  giv- 
ing to  the  present  TEN  DOLLAR  CLUB  call  of 
our  National  Mission  Board,  which  goes  for  the 
debt  retirement  at  The  Meadow  Crest  Brethren 
Church.  We  also  want  to  thank  all  of  the  churches 
in  the  Indiana  District  who  have  and  are  contin- 
uing to  give  through  the  Indiana  District  Mission 
Board  their  $10.00  per  ^member  gift  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  church  here  in  Fort  Wayne.  Our  last 


report  is  that  better  than  $44,000  has  been  given 
with  less  than  $59,000  balance  to  be  paid.  As  the 
Brethren  share  together  in  this  Mission  Giving, 
we  are  trusting  the  Lord  that  the  Meadow  Crest 
Brethren  Church  imay  he  debt  free  at  the  end  of 
1975,  and  that  we  all  together  may  launch  out  in 
Faith  once  again  to  start  and  follow  up  another 
"Soul  Winning"  Brethren  Church! 

Why  not  join  with  us  in  giving  Praise  unto 
the  Lord  for  His  monderful  gifts!  "THINGS  DO 
HAPPEN!  THINGS  ARE  HAPPENING!  THINGS 
WILL  HAPPEN!  Come  visit  us  soon! 

— Paul  D.  Tinkel,  Pastor 


Evangelists  In  Colombia 
Added  To  Program 


The  work  in  Colomibia  has  grown  to  bring  22 
members  to  The  Brethren  Church  there  (counting 
the  four  Solomons).  Presently  work  is  being  car- 
ried on  in  the  suburbs  of  Campo  Valdez  and  La 
Esmeralda  and  in  the  area  of  Envigado  they  are 
holding  meetings.  Ken  Solomon  personally  is  work- 
ing in  La  CasteUana  barrio  and  now  has  three 
part-time  workers  to  assist  in  the  work  in  the 
other  areas.  They  are:  David  Gonzales,  a  self- 
employed  broom  and  brush  manufacturer;  Dario 
Tobon,  a  sell  employed  portrait  painter  and  the 
ex-convict,  Amado  Patino,  a  barber  by  profession. 

These  men  make  a  fine  team  and  are  reaUy 
quite  aggressive  and  bold  in  their  personal  evan- 
gelism, even  going  to  Catholic  Bible  studies  in 
cathedrals.  Amado  desires  to  concentrate  more  and 
more  on  drug  victims,  as  he  once  was,  and  the 
Solomon's  present  landlord  has  expressed  a  desire 
to  work  among  drug  victims  in  Envigado,  even 
offering  a  home  for  holding  meetings  as  soon  as 
one  can  be  located. 

The  three  new  evangelists  to  the  Colombian  work 
are  planning  to  rent  a  place  in  the  center  of  town 
for  a  Barber  Shop  and  Photo  Shop  and  central 
place  of  testimony  for  giving  out  Uterature,  sell- 
ing  Bibles   and   having   Bible  Studies.   They  feel 


they  can  learn  each  other's  business  and  switch 
back  and  forth  during  peak  loads  and  being  their 
own  boss,  they  wUl  have  the  time  they  need  for 
the  ministry. 

Sr.  Amado  Patino,  is  a  Colonibian  of  29  years 
of  age  and  married  to  a  young  widow  with  two 
small  boys.  She  plays  the  guitar  and  the  entire 
family  plays  and  sings  together.  He  had  one  year 
of  Bible  Institute  and  has  had  experience  in  evan- 
geUstic  teams,  leader  of  youth  societies  and  a 
teacher  and  preacher.  David  Gonzales  is  45  years 
of  age  and  has  five  daughters  yet  at  home  and 
one  married  son.  He  makes  good  quality  brooms 
and  brushes.  He  has  been  a  Christian  for  eleven 
years  and  has  had  experience  as  a  Sunday  School 
teacher,  lay  preacher,  evangelist  and  Chaplain 
of  Gideons.  He  knows  the  Word  well  and  would 
be  excellent  in  colportage  work  and  open  air  evan- 
gelism. Dario  Tobon  is  a  young  married  man, 
father  of  two  small  iboys  and  30  years  of  age  and 
excellent  with  working  among  children. 

Funds  are  badly  needed  to  finance  these  three 
evangelists.  The  work  has  grown  beyond  the 
budget  and  $120.00  a  month  would  help  this  new 
area  of  the  work.  This  would  be  a  good  Daily 
Vacation  Bible  School  project. 


BILINGUAL  TEACHING 
IN  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 


A  $246,000  federal  aid  to  significantly  expand 
ibilinguad  teaching  in  Tucson  has  been  applied  for 
by  the  Tucson  School  District  One.  If  federally 
funded,  the  first  phase  of  the  five-year  program 
would  initiate  bilingual  teaching  at  five  elementary 
schools.  The  second  phase  would  expand  the  pro- 
gram to  two  junior  high  schools  and  the  third 
phase  would  involve  three  high  schools. 

This  past  year  District  One  of  the  Tucson 
Schools  budgeted  $94,977  in  federal  money  for 
bilingual  programs,  including  support  for  two 
demonstration  elementary  schools.  The  money  is 
availalble  through  Title  VIJI  of  the  Elementary  and 
Secondary  Education  Act. 

Fran  Curtis  is  one  of  four  teachers  in  this  pro- 


gram and  the  only  Anglo-American  at  the  present 
time.  The  other  teachers  are  of  Mexican  back- 
ground. Fran  Curtis  has  been  highly  successful 
in  her  teaching  career  both  in  the  States  and  in 
Argentina  where  she  and  her  husband.  Bill,  served 
as  missionaries  prior  to  their  bilingual  ministry 
with  The  Brethren  Church  in  Tucson. 

About  27  per  cent  of  the  district's  63,000  stu- 
dents have  Spanish  surnames.  About  two  years 
ago  the  U.S.  Department  of  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare's  Office  of  CivU  iRights  investigators 
charged  that  the  district's  ibilingual  programs  were 
not  reaching  enough  bilingual  students,  thus 
denying  some  of  them  an  equal  educational 
opportunity. 
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SISTERHOOD 

SENIOR  SISTERHOOD 

TO   SERVE   HIM 

IN  HEART  AND  MIND 


by  Mrs.  Pat  Richey 


July,  1975 
Section  I 


The  serving  of  God  is  always  an  area  that  draws 
a  lot  O'f  attention  from  those  who  are  really  com- 
mitted to  loving  God.  We  read  in  James  about 
faith.  He  says  ".  .  .  It  isn't  enough  just  to  have 
faith.  You  must  also  do  good  to  prove  that  you 
have  it.  Faith  that  doesn't  show  itself  by  good 
works  is  no  faith  at  all — it  is  dead  and  useless." 
".  .  .  You  must  love  and  help  your  neighbors  just 
as  much  as  you  love  and  take  care  of  yourself." 
The  apostle  Paul  seems  to  express  many  similar 
thoughts  in  his  writings.  We  cannot  bottle  up  our 
faith  within  us  and  claim  it  to  be  real  and  useful 
in  our  lives.  When  we  have  faith,  but  do  not  use 
it  for  the  good  of  others,  it  is  a  dead  and  useless 
thing  to  us. 

What  really  motivates  us  to  reach  out  in  this 
experience  of  faith?  Paul  speaks  in  Galatians 
of  the  Holy  Spirit's  ministry  in  our  Uves  and  this 
is  What  he  says,  "But  when  the  Holy  Spirit  con- 
trols our  Uves  he  will  produce  this  kind  of  fruit 
in  us:  love,  joy,  peace,  patience,  kindness,  good- 
ness, faithfulness,  gentleness  and  self-control: 
...  If  we  are  Uving  now  by  the  Holy  Spirit's  power, 
let  us  follow  the  Holy  Spirit's  leading  in  every 
part  of  our  lives." 

As  we  examine  these  few  references  to  scrip- 
tures applying  to  our  service  to  God  as  Christians, 
we  find  that  the  gifts  that  the  Holy  Spirit  gives 
us  axe  to  be  used  in  dealing  with  other  people. 
Of  what  value  would  kindness  be  if  we  were  not 
involved  with  people  in  order  to  use  this  gift? 
I'm  sure  that  you  can  understand  this  principle 
that  is  drawn  out  here.  It  is  all  clear  that  we  are 
meant  to  be  "Doers  of  the  Word  and  not  hearers 
only." 

TOPIC  FOR  RESEARCH 
What  is  the  heart  of  man  like? 

What  should  the  heart  be  like? 
How  can  this  be  accompUshed? 


How  does  God  respond  to  the 
condition  of  our  hearts? 


What  should  the  condition  of 

the  mind  be? 
How  Should  the  mind  be  conducted? 


As  we  think  of  'the  relationship  that  our  hearts 
and  minds  have  to  our  faith  and  the  expression 
of  our  faith  in  service  to  God,  we  come  across  sev- 
eral interesting  things  that  need  to  be  made  clear. 
These  are  the  definitions  of  the  Heart  and  the 
Mind  as  we  will  be  using  the  terms  today,  and 
then  what  does  God's  word  have  to  say  about  our 
hearts  and  minds?  What  does  He  expect  us  to  do 
with  them? 

Here  are  the  definitions  of  the  heart  and  mind 
as  I  feel  they  relate  to  our  topic  of  discussion  to- 
day. The  Heart  is  the  seat  of  spiritual  decision. 
The  Mind  responds  to  the  intents  of  the  heart. 

(Leader's  note:  This  meeting  wUl  be  conducted 
as  individual  or  small  group  studies.  Information 
that  is  pulled  from  individual  study  will  then  be 
pooled  together  at  the  end  of  the  study  period  to 
give  a  complete  concept  of  the  topic.  There  are 
six  topics  to  research.  If  there  are  fewer  than 
six  girls  in  your  group,  ask  several  to  take  two 
topics  instead  of  just  one.  If  your  group  is  larger 
than  just  six  girls,  put  two  girls  together  on  each 
topic  until  you  have  everyone  working.  (Perhaps 
you  wiU  need  to  assign  three  together  if  you  would 
have  a  very  large  attendance.)  Please  supply  paper 
and  pens  for  each  of  the  six  research  topics.  Each 
girl  wiU  need  a  Bible  to  use.) 

Please  open  your  meeting  today  with  the  leader 
reading  scripture  from  Mark  7:14-23.  Bow  in 
prayer  asking  the  Lord  to  give  each  girl  involved 
in  this  meeting  special  understanding  for  the 
study  today. 

(Leader's  Note:  Assign  each  topic  to  the  girls 
at  this  time.) 

SCRIPTURE  REFERENCES 
Proverbs  23:7;   Jeremiah  17:9;  Matthew 

6:21;  Luke  24:25;   Romans  10:10 
Psalms  19:8;  27:3;  28:7;  Ecclesiastes  8:5 

Matthew  5:8;   11:29;  Luke  10:27;   John 

14:27;  Ephesians  6:6;  Hebrews  13:9 
Psalms  97:11;   119:11;   Jeremiah  24:7; 

Matthew  18:35;  Luke  10:27;  Romans 

10:10;  Ephesians  3:17;  6:6;  II  Thessa- 

lonians  3:5;  Hebrews  10:22;  13:9; 

James  3:14;  4:7-8;  I  Peter  3:15 
Psalms  27:3;  28:7;  97:11;  I  Samuel  16:7; 

Jeremiah  24:7;  Matthew  18:35;  Romans 

10:10;  Ephesians  3:17;  Colossians  3:15; 

II  Thessalonians  3:15;  Hebrews  10:22; 

Hebrews  4:12;  James  4:7-8 
Isaiah  26:3;   Luke  12:29;   Romans  12:16; 

PhiUppians  2:3;  2:5;   U  Timothy  1:7 
Isaiah  26:3;   Proverbs  16:3;   Luke  12:29; 

Philippians  4:8;  Colossians  3:16;  I  Peter 

1:13 
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by  Mrs.  Pauline  Benshoff 


Living    The    Christian    Life    Af    Home 


Scripture  Readings:  (Hand  these  references 
out  ahead  of  time  and  have  the  girls  look  them 
up  in  different  versions  so  they  get  the  real  and 
clear  meaning.) 

Philippians  4:11-13  II  Timothy  3:15 

Psalms  33:13 

Prayer:  If  you  haven't  already  done  so,  try 
Conversational  prayer  and  see  if  this  isn't  a  real 
rewarding  experience. 

Leader:  It  is  a  common  occurrence  that  we 
are  reminded  by  our  parents  to  put  on  our  best 
behavior  ("act  our  age")  when  we  are  away  from 
home.  Isn't  that  kinda  getting  the  cart  before  the 
horse?  Certainly  if  we  learn  how  to  Uve  honestly, 
peaceably  and  happDy  at  home  with  family,  our 
relationship  to  those  outside  the  immediate  family 
circle  wlU  be  better,  more  wholesome,  fulfilling, 
less  disappointing  and  hurtful.  Jesus  said  He  came 
that  we  might  have  life,  and  that  we  might  have 
it  more  abundantly  (John  1:10)  But,  if  by  your 
own  choice  and  actions  you  sometimes  turn  off 
good  things  that  could  make  your  life  happier,  you 
are  the  loser.  God  wants  us  to  receive  His  bloss- 
ings  in  our  lives,  but  we  must  desire  them.  So, 
let's  consider  some  "tumoffs"  we  might  ibe  guilty 
of  practicing. 

First  Turnoff:  What  are  you  keeping  out  of 
your  life  by  your  radio?  If  you  have  it  blaring  in 
your  ears  constantly  God  can't  bring  quiet,  mean- 
ingful thoughts  to  your  mind.  Neither  can  you 
successfully  communicate  with  your  friends  and 
concentrate  on  what  they  are  saying.  Maybe  they 
feel  your  radio  is  more  important  than  tiiey  are. 
What  do  you  think? 

Second  Turnoff:  What  are  you  missing  by 
laziness?  Do  you  sort  of  specialize  in  a  job  half- 
done  or  not  even  doing  it  at  all?  At  school,  couldn't 
you  do  better  and  hand  in  neater  work  if  you 
tried?  How  about  what  you  are  expected  to  do 
at  home?  Can  your  family  depend  upon  you? 
Laziness  will  only  cause  you  to  miss  out  on  some 
very  important  achievement  that  God  has  given 
you  the  ability  and  talent  to  meet.  The  work  you 
do  now  just  helps  to  prepare  you  for  the  future. 
Do  all  you  can.  Learn  all  you  can.  Do  you  believe 
this?  Why  or  why  not? 

Third  Turnoff:  What  are  you  losing  by  the 
wrong  company  you  keep?  There  are  people  who 
pose  as  your  friends  who  keep  you  from  main- 
taining high  ideals,  high  moral  standards  and 
cause  you  to  lose  the  things  God  has  in  store  for 
you.  The  price  you  might  have  to  pay  for  the 
wrong  kind  of  friends  may  be  very  high.  It  could 
cost  you  your  character,  your  reputation,  your 
faith,  your  hfe.  How  do  you  regard  your  friends? 
What  do  they  think  of  you? 

Fourth  Turnoff:  How  are  we  stunting  our 
minds  toy  too  much  TV? —  You  can  be  selective 
you  know.  There  are  still  many  good  programs 
to  enjoy,  but  you  do  have  to  have  the  will  power 
to  turn  it  off  sometimes  too.  We  like  to  be  enter- 
tained. Don't  we?  And  then  we  even  get  the  idea 
that  Church  is  a  bore  because  it  isn't  entertaining 


enough.  In  reality,  the  Church  holds  or  should 
hold  the  unique  position  of  being  different  from 
everything  else  in  the  world.  A  place  where  God 
can  be  worshipped  and  where  we  can  receive 
spiritual  refreshment.  Seek  the  Lord  and  TV  won't 
seem  so  great  a  thing. 

Fifth  Turnoff:  Do  you  ever  give  a  thought  that 
when  you  waste  your  money  on  "trivials"  and 
"wants"  that  you  may  need  that  money  later  on 
for  important  studies  to  prepare  you  for  a  voca- 
tion? Maybe  you  are  shutting  something  out  that 
could  mean  the  difference  between  success  and 
failure  later  on.  How  many  times  did  you  spend 
your  money  on  yourself  and  then  have  nothing  for 
Church  or  Sisterhood?  You  only  seem  to  run  out 
of  money  when  it  is  God's  turn  for  a  tip.  Think 
about  this. 

Leader:  Everyone  of  these  turnoffs,  blaring 
radios,  laziness,  wrong  company,  too  much  TV, 
wasting  money  are  some  of  the  Things  that  cause 
problems  in  your  home.  We  make  our  parents  dis- 
gusted with  us  because,  let's  face  it,  we're  selfish, 
inconsiderate  and  many  times  mean  with  our 
families.  Perhaps  as  we  think  back  over  our  own 
faults  and  see  ourselves  as  others  see  us,  we  might 
want  to  make  some  changes.  We  must  continually 
improve. 

Reading: 

"I  Must  Gk>  Shopping" 

"One  of  these  days  I  must  go  shopping.  I  want 
to  exchange  some  self-righteousness  I  picked  up 
the  other  day  for  some  humility  which  they  say 
is  less  expensive  and  wears  better. 

I  want  to  look  at  some  tolerance  which  is  being 
used  for  wraps  this  season. 

Someone  showed  me  some  pretty  samples  of 
peace.  We  are  a  little  low  on  that  and  one  can 
never  have  too  much  of  it. 

And  by  the  way,  I  must  try  to  match  some  pa- 
tience that  my  neighbor  wears.  It  is  very  becom- 
ing to  her  and  I  think  it  might  look  well  on  me. 

I  might  try  on  that  little  garment  of  long  suf- 
fering they  are  displaying.  I  never  thought  I 
wanted  to  wear  it,  but  I  feel  myself  coming  to  it. 

Also  I  must  not  forget  to  have  my  sense  of 
appreciation  mended^  and  look  around  for  some 
inexpensive  everyday  goodness.  It  is  surprising 
how  quickly  one's  stock  of  goodness  is  depleted." 

Prayer:  Please  God,  give  me  a  Christian  atti- 
tude, and  cause  me  to  create  an  atmosphere  of 
friendliness  and  Christian  love.  Make  my  life  a 
better  example  to  those  around  me.  Help  me  stay 
away  from  anything  that  would  hurt  my  life  with 
you.     Amen. 

Business: 

Refreshments    Time:      (While    waiting   have    a 
Bible  game  naming  Bible  Rivers.  These  references 
in  your  Bible  wUl  help  you  find  some. 
Matt.  3:3  Judges  5:21 

Gen.  15:8  Exodus  2:36 

II  Kings  5:12  Rev.  22:1,  2 

n  Kings  17:6  Gen.  2:11 

n  Samuel  17:19  Gen.  32:22,  24 
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1975   National   Brethren   Youth   Convention 
and   I.C.L   Seminar 

August    11-17,    1975 


What  are  your  plans  for  August  1975?  The  Board 
of  Christian  Education  has  begun  an  important 
part  of  their  plans  which  includes  you !  In  addition 
to  the  1975  BYC  Convention,  the  B^GE  has  arranged 
an  I.C.L.  Seminar  for  the  Brethren  denomination. 
This  seminar  is  lor  Brethren  Churches  only  and 
promises  to  be  an  educational  experience  for  all 
in  attendance. 

Conference  week  will  begin  with  the  I.C.L. 
(International  Center  for  Learning)  Seminar 
starting  with  registration  at  7:30  Monday  morning 
(dorms  wiU  be  open  Sunday  evening).  The  work- 
shops center  on  activities  for  early  childhood, 
children,  youth,  adult,  and  administration  with 
instruction  focusing  on  three  basic  subject  areas: 
age  level  oharacteristics,  methods  and  teaching 
skills,  and  planning  and  organizing.  These  sem- 
inars are  of  vital  interest  to  all  Sunday  School 
teachers  AND  BYC  advisors.  We  urge  aU  advisors 
to  make  plans  to  attend  I.C.L.  We  urge  all  youth 
to  urge  their  advisors  to  make  plans  to  attend. 
Also,  all  interested  youth  should  consider  I.C.L. 
in  their  conference  plans.  Additional  information 


and  registration  forms  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Brethren  Evengelist  or  your  pastor. 

BYC  Convention  is  planned  to  begin  Wednesday 
morning.  Highlights  for  Convention  include  the 
Board  of  Christian  Educational  Inspirational  Ser- 
vice on  Wednesday  evening  with  "Celebration"; 
Youth  Communion  on  Saturday  night;  Play  Day; 
Dr.  Win  Arn,  well  known  leader  in  the  area  of 
Church  Growth;  Crusader  Review;  and  business 
sessions. 

Important  business  is  scheduled  for  this  year. 
Revision  of  the  Constitution,  evaluation  of  guide- 
lines, and  Ingathering  occupy  an  important  role  on 
the  agenda.  Scheduling  ol  major  business  has 
been  compacted  so  that  those  able  to  attend  for 
only  a  portion  of  the  week  may  plan  accordingly. 
The  spiritual  nature  of  the  Convention  promises 
to  be  uplifting.  Special  consideration  has  been 
spent  concerning  this  vital  part  of  the  week. 

For  the  Convention  to  be  successful,  the  partici- 
pation of  every  youth  group  is  needed.  Encourage 
each  other  in  your  summer  activities  to  set  aside 
a  week  for  the  Lord  and  come  to  the  Convention. 
It  is  a  time  of  growing  for  all. 


Moderator's  Address 

Crusader  Review 

Business 

Praise 

Dr.  Win  Arn-(3hurch 

Growth  Speaker 


I.C.L.  Seminar 

Youth  Communion 
Play  Day 
"Share" 
Devotionals- 

Dr.  Charles  Munson 


Project  Ingathering 
"Celebration" 
Election 
Singing 
"Go  Tell  Your  World"- 
Youth  Worship 


This  promises  to  be  an  UNFORGETABLE  week! 
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NEWS  FROM 
ASHLAND  COLLEGE 


At  Commencement  of  Ashland  College  May  18 
the  doctor  of  divinity  degree  was  bestowed  upon 
Delbert  B.  Flora,  former  dean  of  the  Ashland 
Theological  Seminarj',  who  retired  from  the  col- 
lege in  1974  following  28  years  of  service. 


Delbert  B.  Flora 


A  graduate  of  Ashland  College  and  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary,  Dean  Flora  received  the 
master  of  sacred  theology  degree  from  Winona 
Lake  School  of  Theology. 

He  was  a  Brethren  pastor  15  years  and  served 
as  moderator  of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  a  memJber  of  the  Conference 
Policy  Committee  and  chairman  of  the  Central 
Planning  and  Coordinating  Committee  of  the  de- 
nomination. Currently,  he  is  dhairman  of  the  min- 
isterial examining  board  of  the  Ohio  District  of 
the  Brethren  Church.  His  association  with  the 
denomination  also  has  Included  participating  in 
the  250th  anniversary  of  the  founding  German 
Baptist  Brethren  Church  in  Germany  in  1958,  and 
membership  on  the  Board  of  Christian  Education, 
the  Committee  of  Spiritual  State  of  Churches,  the 
missionary  board  of  the  Ohio  District,  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  National  Brethren  Ministerial 
Association,  and  moderator  of  the  Indiana  District 
Conference. 

In  addition  to  serving  as  dean  of  the  seminary 
from  1953  to  1963,  Professor  Flora  was  chairman 
of  the  religious  interests  committee  at  AC,  a  mem- 
'ber  of  the  institutional  studies  committee,  the 
college  library  building  committee,  the  adrninis- 
trative  council,  the  seminary  curriculum  com- 
mittee and  additional  ad  hoc  appointments. 

His  memberships,  -which  reflect  his  interest  in 
education  and  archaeology  as  well  as  religion,  in- 
clude the  American  Academy  of  Religion,  the 
Archaeological  Institute  of  America,  the  American 
Schools  of  Oriental  Research,  the  Evangelical 
Theological  Society,  Israel  Exploration  Society  and 
the  British  School  of  Archaeoloigy. 

Dean  Flora  has  ibeen  involved  in  seven  trips  into 
the  Middle  East  and  four  terms  at  the  American 
School  of  Oriental  Research  in  Jerusalem.  At  the 
Seminary  he  is  responsible  for  the  Robert  Houston 
Smith  Archaeological  Collection. 

Dean  Flora  is  married  to  the  former  Romayne 
Keyes,  an  alumna  of  Ashland  College.  They  are 
the  parents  of  three  sons:  Dr.  Jerry  Flora,  assis- 
tant profesisor  of  New  Testament  theolo'gy  at 
Ashland  Seminary;  iGuy  Flora,  track  coach  and 
teacher  at  Mansfield  Madison  High  School;  and 
Dr.  John  Flora,  a  surgeon  in  Urbana.  The  Floras 
have  seven  grandchildren.  They  reside  in  Ashland. 


I  spoke  a  word, 

And  no  one  heard; 

I  wrote  a  word, 

And  no  one  cared 

Or  seemed  to  heed; 

But  after  half  a  score  of  years 

It  blossomed  in  a  fragrant  deed. 

Preachers  and  teachers  all  are  we. 

Sowers  of  seed  unconsciously. 

Our  hearers  are  beyond  our  ken. 

Yet  all  we  give  may  came  again, 

With  usury  of  joy  or  pain. 

We  never  know 

To  what  one  little  word  may  grow. 

See  'to  it,  then,   that  aU  your  seeds 

Be  such  as  bring  forth  noble  deeds. 

John  Oxenham 
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by   J.   Perry   Deeter 


CONTROLLING    THE   TONGUE 

James  3:1-12 


In  chapter  3,  James  oomes  back  to  the  important 
subject  of  speech  and  deals  with  it  at  length.  This 
topic  has  already  ibeen  brought  up  in  chapter  1, 
verse  26,  which  reads,  "If  any  man  among  you 
seem  to  be  religious  and  bridleth  not  his  tongue, 
but  deoeiveth  his  own  heart,  this  man's  religion 
is  vain." 

Here  in  the  third  chapter,  James  applies  the 
basic  truth  of  2:14-26,  that  faith  without  works  is 
dead,  to  everyday  Christian  living  in  the  area  of 
speech. 

Verse  1  reads  "Do  not  crowd  in  to  be  teachers" 
(Moffatt).  The  King  James  Version  uses  the 
word  "masters",  but  "teachers"  seems  to  be  a 
better  translation.  Among  the  Christians  to  whoim 
James  was  writing,  there  must  have  been  much 
eagerness  to  become  teachers,  whether  or  not  one 
was  properly  prepared  'by  training  and  experience. 
There  may  be  some  of  this  happening  today,  but 
in  most  of  the  churches  that  I  have  observed,  I 
don't  believe  that  there  have  been  a  lot  of  people 
crowding  in,  waiting  to  become  Sunday  Sohool 
teachers.  I  think  the  point  that  we  should  get  out 
of  this  text,  however,  is  that  no  one  should  becorne 
a  teacher  unless  he  feels  called  of  God  to  this 
particular  service.  Then,  if  one  does  feel  this  call, 
he  should  prepare  himself  for  the  task. 

James  also  warns  us  that  teachers  will  be  judged 
with  a  stricter  judgment  than  others.  Teachers 
have  a  greater  responsibility,  because  what  they 
say  will  influence  people  far  more  than  what  other 
people  say. 

There  is  another  interpretation  of  verses  one 
and  two  that  should  be  mentioned  here.  The  Living 
Bible  presents  this  other  view  as  follows:  "Dear 
brothers,  don't  be  too  eager  to  tell  others  their 
faults,  for  we  all  make  many  mistakes;  and  when 
we  teachers  of  religion,  who  should  know  better, 
do  wrong,  our  punishment  "will  be  greater  than 
it  would  be  for  others."  This  interpretation  gives 
the  view  of  teachers  as  judges  of  other  people's 
lives,  rather  than  as  instruictors  of  other  Chris- 
tians. Both  of  these  interpretations  have  merit,  and 
we  can  receive  a  lesson  from  each  one. 


Moving  on  to  verses  3  through  5,  we  get  a  good 
comparison  of  the  tongue  to  a  couple  of  other 
things.  The  ibit  by  which  we  control  a  horse  is 
very  small  in  comparison  with  the  bulk  of  the 
horse's  body,  but  with  it,  we  are  ajble  to  cause  the 
horse  to  go  wherever  we  want  him  to,  and  to  stop 
him  when  we  get  there.  Likewise,  the  rudder  of  a 
ship  is  small  in  contrast  to  the  rest  of  the  vessel, 
but  by  it,  the  ship  can  be  caused  to  go  in  what- 
ever direction  the  pilot  wants  it  to  go,  even  in 
fierce  winds.  The  tongue,  too,  is  small  in  com- 
parison to  the  rest  of  the  human  body,  tout  oh, 
what  great  irnportance  and  influence  it  has  in  our 
relationships  with  other  people!  The  Living  -Bible 
puts  it  aptly — "So  also  the  tongue  is  a  small  thing, 
but  what  enormous  damage  it  can  do." 


/fO 


The  latter  part  of  verse  5  tells  us  that  a  great 
destructive  fire  has  a  small  ibeginning.  A  good 
example  of  this  is  the  devastating  Chicago  fire, 
back  in  1871,  which  was  started  wihen  Mrs. 
O'Leary's  oow  kicked  over  her  lantern  and  set 
fire  to  the  hay  in  the  stall.  Before  the  flames  were 
brought  under  coatrol,  there  were  17,450  build- 
ings destroyed  and  more  than  250  people  killed. 
Many  huge  forest  fires  are  started  by  a  carelessly 
tossed  match  or  cigarette.  These  great  forest  fires 
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many  times  rage  for  days  upon  end  and  destroy 
acres  and  acres  of  valuable  trees. 

"And  the  tongue  is  a  fire,  a  world  of  iniquity." 
(v.  6)  Just  as  in  the  case  of  a  fire,  what  starts 
out  as  a  few  seemingly  insignificant  words,  hast- 
ingly  spoken  about  someone,  can  cause  untold 
damage  to  that  person's  reputation.  Phillips  trans- 
lates verse  6  this  way:  The  tongue  "is  as  danger- 
ous as  any  fire,  with  vast  potentialities  for  evil. 
It  can  poison  the  whole  body;  it  can  make  the 
whole  of  life  a  blazing  hell." 

Fire  can  be  put  to  either  good  or  bad  use.  With 
it,  we  cook  our  food,  heat  our  homes,  and  use  it 
in  many  manufacturing  and  industrial  processes. 
Civilization,  as  we  know  it  today,  would  be  im- 
possible without  fire.  On  the  other  hand,  fire  is 
capable  of  domg  tremendous  damage,  when  it 
gets  out  of  control,  as  we  have  noted  above. 

The  tongue,  also,  can  be  put  to  either  good  or 
bad  use.  We  will  first  consider  the  bad  use  of  the 
tongue.  The  sins  of  speech  are  many  and  varied. 
One  of  the  f  rist  to  come  to  mind  is  lying — speaking 
or  acting  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  an  impression 
that  is  not  true.  There  are  many  forms  of  lying, 
other  than  what  we  might  call  telling  a  "bold- 
faced" lie.  For  instajice,  there  is  this  story  of  a 
doctor  who  was  fond  of  horse'back  riding.  He 
named  his  horse  "Consultation",  so  that  when 
patients  called  and  wanted  to  see  him  at  once, 
his  nurse  would  say,  "Sorry,  the  doctor  is  out  on 
Consultation." 

Exaggeration  and  misrepresentation  are  foirms 
of  lying  that  some  people  think  are  acceptable 
under  certain  circunistances.  And,  of  course,  many 
people  insist  that  it  is  not  wrong  to  tell  a  "Uttle 
white  lie".  'I  am  sure  that  we  all  know  of  some- 
one who  exaggerates  and  stretches  the  truth  so 
much  that  you  just  get  to  the  place  that  you  can't 
take  any  stock  at  aU  in  what  this  person  says. 

Profanity  is  a  common  sin  of  the  tongue  today. 
Some  people  cannot  even  talk  without  taking  the 
Lord's  name  in  vain,  or  using  coarse,  vulgar  "four- 
letter  words."  This  kind  of  talk  is  an  offense 
against  God,  against  the  second  commandment, 
and  against  the  sensitivity  of  any  Christians  within 
earshot. 

The  misuse  of  the  tongue  can  (break  up  friend- 
ships, ruin  marriages,  damage  reputations,  and 
cause  many  other  troubles  among  people.  Many 
times  a  person  regrets  something  he  has  said  to 
some  one.  This  person  may  try  to  "explain"  and 
apologize,  tout  he  can  never  "unsay"  those  words. 
He  might  just  as  well  try  to  unsoramlble  an  egg! 


We  may  unconsciously  think  that  our  words  are 
not  serious  as  long  as  they  do  not  lead  to  wrong 
acts.  This  is  not  in  line  with  the  teachings  of 
Christ.  He  points  out  that  in  the  day  of  judgment 
we  will  have  to  render  an  account  for  every  care- 
less word  that  we  utter.  (iMatt.  12:36,  37)  We  need 
to  take  this  warning  seriously.  How  we  use  the 
gift  of  speech  is  vitally  important,  not  only  to 
ourselves,  but  to  those  who  hear  us,  and  also  to 
God.  The  way  a  person  uses  Ms  tongue  reveals 
how  he  thinks  and  whether  his  life  is  centered 
upon  God  or  self -centered.  If  we  want  to  live  "the 
good  life,"  we  need  to  have  control  of  our  tongue. 
"If  you  want  a  happy,  good  life,  keep  control  of 
your  tongue,  and  guard  your  Ups  from  te-lling  lies." 
(I  Peter  3:10,  The  Living  Bible) 

James  reminds  us  in  verses  7  and  8  that  every 
species  of  beasts,  birds,  and  serpents  can  be  tamed 
by  man,  but  no  iman  can  tame  the  tongue,  which 
is  full  of  deadly  poison.  This  statement  is  made 
without  reservation  or  exception.  If  we  compare 
this  fact  with  verse  2,  we  might  wonder  how  one 
who  wants  to  qualify  as  a  teacher,  or  as  a  mature 
Christian,  can  avoid  sinning  in  the  area  of  speech. 
We  must  conclude  that  nothing  but  the  grace  of 
God  can  bring  the  tongue  under  subjection.  The 
more  that  a  Christian  is  yielding  to,  and  obeying, 
the  Holy  Spirit,  the  greater  will  be  his  ability  to 
control  not  only  his  speech,  but  every  other  area 
of  his  life. 

We  have  already  mentioned  some  of  the  bad 
uses  that  are  made  of  the  gift  of  speech.  Let's 
think  of  some  of  the  good  uses.  This  list  would  in- 
clude the  following:  preaching  the  Gospel,  teach- 
ing, witnessing,  cornforting,  encouraging,  cheering, 
and  the  like.  We  should  also  include  the  expres- 
sion of  appreciation,  the  friendly  giving  of  gen- 
uinely constructive  criticism,  and  the  putting  into 
words  of  our  feelings  of  love. 

Isn't  it  remarkable  that  the  same  person  may 
put  the  tongue  to  both  good  and  bad  uses?  James 
speaks  of  this  inconsistency  in  verses  9  to  12.  He 
says  that  a  fountain  doesn't  send  out  both  fresh 
and  ibitter  water  from  the  same  opening.  A  fig 
tree  bears  figs,  not  olives;  a  vine  bears  grapes, 
not  figs.  This  consistency  in  nature  seems  to  be 
missing  in  human  beings. 

"These  things  ought  not  to  be  this  way"  (v.  10). 
This  inconsistency  in  the  use  of  our  tongues  is 
displeasing  to  God.  It  is  His  purpose  that  we  use 
our  tongues  to  bless  others  and  glorify  Htm.  As 
Christians,  we  must  continually  strive  to  use  this 
wonderful  gift  of  speech  only  as  He  commands. 


Talk  is  really  cheap  now,  because  the  supply  is 
ever  so  mudh  greater  than  the  demand. 


"Think  twice  before  you  speak,  especially  if  you 
intend  to  say  what  you  think." 

from  Golden  Age  Lantern 
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LET  IT  HAPPEN 
LET  THE  CHURCH  GROW 

CHURCH  GROWTH  results  when  all  members  become  really  concerned. 


Our  denomination,  for  this  coming  Conference 
year,  has  s&lected  the  slogan.  Let  the  Church  Grow 
— Let  it  Happen!  Or  we  may  express  it,  "Let 
church  growth  happen  in  the  power  of  God."  In 
any  case,  regardless  of  how  we  may  verbalize  our 
purpose,  it  definitely  points  toward  progress  in 
God's  power  and  strength. 

The  word  let  is  not  used  in  the  passive  sense  od 
allow  it  to  grow;  rather  it  is  intended  as  an  excla- 
mation admonishing  us  to  make  it  grow. 

In  the  same  spirit,  the  night-vigU  shepherds, 
after  seeing  the  star  and  hearing  the  angel  mes- 
sage exclaimed,  "Let  us  now  go  even  unto  Beth- 
lehem. .  .  ."  Jesus,  later,  used  the  admonition:  "He 
that  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear."  In  a  similar 
vein  we  may  say  Let  the  Church  Grow!  This  is 
our  watchword. 

When  a  baby  is  born  into  the  world,  what  is 
its  only  need  for  some  time?  Simply  to  grow. 
Similarly,  after  the  Church  was  bom,  its  chief 
responsibility  was  to  grow —  and  so  it  did. 

We  read  in  Acts  1:15  that  120  were  numbered 
aimong  the  disciples;  then  in  Acts  2:41  that  three 
thousand  were  added;  in  5:14-16,  multitudes  and 
many  multitudes  (perhaps  millions).  Certainly  this 
initially  unimpressive  body  achieved  phenomenal 
growth  and  spread  throughout  the  world. 

Undoubtedly,  one  of  the  prime  essentials  for 
groiwth  of  the  church  is  a  desire  to  do  so;  and 
concerned  Christians  are  always  eager  for  the 
Church  to  broaden  its  scope  of  effectiveness.  But 
today,  more  than  ever,  as  we  witness  the  sin, 
injustice,  etc.,  flourishing  in  the  world,  the  need 
for  the  Church's  influence  becomes  increasingly 
apparent.  Also,  as  one  observes  the  purposeless- 
ness  of  some  lives,  the  emptiness,  the  futility,  he 
feels  more  compulsion  to  fill  the  void  by  bringing 
Christ  to  those  who  need  Him.  Or  a  look  at  the 
dark  continents,  where  lives  have  no  hope,  impels 
us  who  have  a  blessed  hope  to  share  with  them. 
Such  ministries  constitute  a  part  of  the  Church's 
mission. 

This  growth  for  which  we  are  striving  is  not 
physical  (numbers)  alone;  it  includes  spiritual 
development — development  of  spirit-led,  spirit- 
filled  Christians  who  are  serving  in  many  areas 
of  need. 

When  this  subject  of  growth  surfaces  today, 
one  almost  automatically  thinks  of  bigger  build- 
ings, more  spacious  facilities.  But  here  we  must 
remind  ourselves  of  a  truth  that  has  become  al- 
most a  cliche:  Bricks,  mortar,  stained  glass,  choirs, 
and  robes  do  not  make  a  church.  They  may  be 
helpful — even  desirable — ^in  creating  worshipful 
atmosphere;  but  they  are  not  the  Church.  The 
Church  is  people.  Magnificent  edifices  are  a  deUght 
to  behold  and  enjoy,  certainly;  but  how  much 
more    magnificent    are    saved    souls,    lives   made 


whole  by  help  from  God's  people  in  bringing  them 
to  Christ! 

If  the  lack  of  an  imposing  structure  disturbs  us, 
we  need  to  remind  ourselves  that  the  early 
churches  began  with  house  meetings — ^with  no 
church  building  as  such.  In  Corinth,  perhaps  doz- 
ens of  these  house  churches  sprang  up,  resulting 
in  a  viable  organism.  Evidence  also  points  to  the 
receptivity  of  people  to  this  procedure;  hence  we 
recognize  that  churches  may  grow  mightily  from 
small,  unpretentious  beginnings.  Even  today,  in 
churches  with  adequate  facilities  at  hand,  members  i 
sometimes  prefer  Bible  study  and  prayer  in  small 
home  groups.  The  closeness  engenders  a  spon- 
taneity that  may  be  lacking  in  larger  quarters; 
also,  the  home  atmosphere  makes  for  warmth  and. 
understanding. 

To  proceed  with  the  analogy  of  human  develop- 
ment, harmony  of  parts  must  exist  in  the  body 
for  normal  development.  The  feet  cannot  point  in 
one  direction  and  head  in  another.  So  must  har- 
mony prevail  in  the  Church — unanimity.  Then 
the  Lord  will  bless.  Progress  can  be  made  in  such 
a  climate. 

Remember  the  old  adage,  "In  union  there  is 
strength,"  or  the  one  from  our  old  math  rules — 
although  a  bit  further  removed;  yet  still  relevant 
— "Things  equal  to  the  same  things  are  equal  to 
each  other"?  We  read  in  Acts  that  "the  multitude 
of  them  that  believed  were  of  one  heart  and  one 
soul.  .  .  ."  Paul  articulated  this  same  principle  in 
Acts  2:46,  47,  ".  .  .  they  did  eat  their  meat  with 
gladness  and  singleness  of  heart  .  .  .  and  the  Lord 
added  daily  such  as  should  be  saved."  Be  sure 
to  note  that  the  Lord  added  them.  Paul  reminds 
us  of  this  truth  also  saying,  "I  have  planted, 
Apollos  watered:  but  God  gave  the  increase.  He 
further  adds  that  we  are  "workers  together  with 
Him." 

To  continue  with  the  figure,  just  as  the  human 
organism  requires  food  for  maintenance  and  de- 
velopment, so  does  the  Church  need  spiritual  sus- 
tenance. Luke,  the  writer  of  the  Acts  who  was 
much  aware  of  man's  physical  needs,  applies  the 
physical  principle  to  the  new  church,  saying,  "Take 
heed  ...  to  feed  the  Church  of  God.  .  .  ."  If  we 
are  to  be  effective  Christians  we  must,  first  of  all, 
receive  nourishing  food.  Jesus  speaks  of  Himself 
as  the  bread  and  water  of  life — two  absolute 
essentials. 

If  we  would  build,  maintain,  and  expand  our 
Christian  ministry,  our  mem'bers  need  to  be  fed; 
hence,  Bible  teaching  becomes  a  must.  It  should 
not  be  a  hap-hazard,  hit-or-miss  "snacking"  on 
spiritual  food,  but  a  consistent,  balanced  diet,  for 
a  malnourished  body  cannot  function  effectively. 

After  proper  feeding  the  body  requires  exercise. 
Similarly,  the  Church  needs  to  use  its  strength 
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and  muscle  in  service  to  othiers :  foreign  missions ; 
home  missions;  co<mmunity  witnessing;  ministry 
to  the  poor,  shutnins,  victims  of  alcohol,  drugs,  or 
crime.  Opportunities  are  legion.  Christians  can 
truly  become,  as  Paul  did,  "all  things  to  all  men" 
to  save  some  or  to  share  their  possessions  as  men 
"have  need." 

Any  church  can  perform  numerous  services  in 
its  community  by  ministering  to  necessities;  then 
they  wUl  find  people  much  more  receptive  to  teach- 
ing and  preaching  after  some  of  their  other  re- 
quirements have  been  met  or  problems  solved. 
In  providing  this  ministry,  churches  will  realize 
I  the  iblessing  of  "Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto 
j  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  'brethren,  ye  have 
done  it  unto  me." 

To  be  sure,  undertaliing  widely-varied  activities, 

the  Church  must  have  a  well-planned  program,  a 

j  regimen  that  will  create,  not  conflict  or  confusion 

among  members,   but  organization,  singleness  of 

purpose. 

Care  must  be  exercised  that  "busyness"  is  not 
;  equated  with  progress  and  service.  Mere  "busy- 
ness" in  a  church  resembles  a  car  standing  still 
with  its  motor  running:  It  consumes  much  energy, 
pollutes   the   air,   makes   considerable   noise,    but 
gets  nowhere.  Good  plans,  organizaMon,  and  pur- 
<  pose — ^with  iGod's   blessing — will  cover  enormous 
!  territories. 

Care  should  likewise  be  taken  to  secure  the 
right  person  for  each  jolb  to  'be  done,  making  for 
greater  achievements  and  a  minimum  of  failures 
or  friction. 

Even  the  most  sincere  Christians,  desiring  to 
foster  growth  in  their  churches,  may  ask  in  con- 
fusion, "Where  do  we  begin?  What  are  so-me  of 
ithe  ministries  we  should  undertake?" 

Just  a  few  of  the  ideas  being  implemented  today 
are  as  follows: 

The  Laymen,  with  a  slogan  "Laymen 
Alive"  are  developing  a  proigram  of  Lay 
witnessing. 

One  church  has  established  a  "Task  Force" 
which  meets  each  Sunday  morning  from 
8-9:30  to  share  ideas  and  to  set  goals  which 
are  later  worked  for. 

Numerous  churches  are  developing  more 
emphasis  on  missions,  showing  pictures  of 
the  work,  writing  letters  to  the  workers, 
and  praying  for  all  of  those  involved. 

As  mentioned  previously,  small  prayer  and 
Bible  study  groups  in  homes  are  stimulating 
members  to  more  effective  vwtness  and  pyer- 
sonal  strength. 

Posters  and  signs  are  being  P'laced  in 
strategic  areas  to  alert  outsiders  to  the 
church's  location,  proigram,  and  services. 
Radio  and  even  TV  are  becoming  useful 
tools  In  spreading  the  Gospel  and  in  puib- 
licizing  ministries.  Also  signs  on  the  high- 
way entering  towns  or  oties  direct  strangers 
and  newcomers  to  a  welcoming  church. 


Active  committees  with  guest  books,  pre- 
sided over  by  warm  hosts  and  hostesses 
encourage  strangers  to  return. 

Several  churches  are  using  the  "Dial  a 
Prayer"  service  by  telephone  to  help  or 
cornfort  those  in  need.  Also  a  "suicide  pre- 
vention corps"  in  so^me  places  is  functiomng 
effectively. 

Different  churches  are  working  to  reha- 
bilitate alcoholics  or  drug  addicts. 
And  so  it  goes. 

These  activites  do  not  imply  a  departure  from 
preaching  and  teaching  the  Gospel;  rather,  they 
are  a  "working  out"  of  the  gift  of  salvation. 

The  aforementioned  are  only  a  few  of  the  many 
ministries  the  Church  may  provide  or  is  providing, 
aU  based  upon  a  faith  in  God  and  in  His  Son,  on 
the  acknowledgement  of  whom  He  sas  said,  "I 
will  build  my  church." 

Naturally,  those  helped  will  not  always  turn  to 
the  church  extending  the  hand;  however,  service 
done  in  His  name  will  bring  blessing  to  the  giver 
and  to  the  receiver — and  the  church  wiU  be 
enriched. 

Fortunately  for  all  who  want  ,tiheir  ^churches  to 
grow  and  don't  know  just  where  to  begin,  there 
are  agencies  in  our  country  that  have  studied 
extensively  the  problem;  they  are  providing  ex- 
cellent counsel  in  this  area.  One  such  is  The  In- 
stitute for  American  Church  Growth  of  which  Dr. 
Win  Arn  is  the  director.  He  has  conducted  sem- 
inars involving  thirteen  of  our  churches  with  ;grat- 
ifying  results. 

With  this  need  for  counsel  in  mind,  a  group,  con- 
sisting of  six  pastors —  representing  several  de- 
nominational areas* — and  some  national  execu- 
tives**, have  taken  a  week's  special  training  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  Win  Arn.  Facilities  and  faculty 
of  Fuller  Seminary  were  a  part  of  this  learning 
experience.  These  men  will  share  in  a  developing 
growth  program  for  the  Brethren  Church  which  is 
expected  to  take  the  form  of  "cluster  seminars" 
during  the  coming  year. 

As  a  further  bonus.  Dr.  Am  wiU  be  the  featured 
speaker  at  our  General  Conference  in  August.  All 
delegates  and  visitors  wiU  want  to  hear  him  and 
profit  immeasurably  from  sharing  his  experiences 
and  suggestions. 

Brethren  and  Christians  everywhere,  remember 
Jesus'  admonition  and  subsequent  promise:  "Go 
ye  therefore  .  .  .  and  lo  I  am  with  you  always." 
There  are  tremendously  motivating  words; 
therefore — 

LET  THE  OHUROH  GROW;  'LET  IT  HAPPEN! 

*John  Brownsiberger         **Fred  Burkey 
Duane  Dickson  Virgil  Ingraham 

Arden  GUmer  Dorman  Ronk 

MarUn  iMcCarm  Smith  Rose 

Brian  Moore 
'George  Solomon 

by  Gen.  Conf.  Publicity  Committee 


As  good  seed,  planted,  watered,  and  warmed  by  the  sun,  wiU  flourish,  so 
CHURCH  GROWTH  will  come,  without  tail,  from  the  seeds  of  God's  Word,  the 
Water  of  life,  and  warmth  of  His  Love. 
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by  Phil  Lersch,  Chairman 
Brethren  World  Relief  Board 


AN  EXPLANATION 

About    Relief    Supplies    In    Viefnam 


A  report  circulated  in  mid-April  by  the  Evan- 
gelical Press  Association  (and  possibly  other  news 
services)  quoted  a  medical  missionary  evacuated 
from  South  Vietnam  just  prior  to  that  date  as 
saying  that  "efforts  to  get  emergency  aid  to  ref- 
ugees in  South  Vietnam  are  in  vain.  .  .  .  Relief, 
even  if  it  gets  into  the  country,  won't  reach  the 
people  who  need  it." 

The  missionary  quoted  was  Dr.  Richard  Johnson, 
a  staff  pediatrician  at  the  Hoa  Khanh  Children's 
Hospital  in  DaNang — administered  by  the  World 
Relief  Commission  of  NAE. 

Mr.  George  Schuster,  our  Editor  of  Brethren 
publications,  caught  the  news  story  and  wrote 
Dr.  Everett  Graff  am  (Executive  Vice-President 
of  WRC)  for  more  details  and  an  explanation  of 
such  a  report. 

Dr.  Graffam  promptly  replied  indicating  that 
"As  is  always  the  case,  only  certain  spectacular 
dimensions  of  the  report  were  picked  up,  and  the 
various  elements  of  clarification  which  were  given 
as  an  explanation  during  the  interview  were  over- 
looked." Dr.  Graffam  continued,  "The  facts  made 
by  Dr.  Johnson  were  a  follow-up  to  our  program 
(the  WRC  program  at  'the  NAE  Convention  in 
Los  Angeles)  and  the  reason  why,  as  good  Chris- 
tian stewards,  we  found  it  necessary  to  secure  ma- 


terial in  the  country  and  to  deliver  it  through  the 
national  church  leaders  and  Evangelical  laypeople. 
This  way  we  were  sure  of  delivery  to  the  people 
who  were  in  the  refugee  camps  and  the  other  aresis 
in  great  need." 

WRC  has  always  followed  this  procedure  in 
recent  years:  to  send  money  to  needy  countries, 
rather  than  tons  of  supplies,  so  that  needed  items 
can  be  bought  from  nearby  sources  more  cheaply 
than  the  cost  of  ocean  freight — and  with  more 
assurance  of  the  commodities  reaching  their 
destination. 

I  share  this  information  with  you  readers  as 
another  good  example  of  the  efficient  and  reliable 
pattern  of  operation  WRC  follows.  [As  most  of 
you  know,  WRC  is  the  agency  through  which  our 
Brethren  World  Relief  works]. 

I'm  writing  these  remarks  on  May  4th.  South 
Vietnam  surrendered  to  the  Co^mmunists  about  a 
week  ago.  Consequently,  we  don't  know  if  WRC 
is  still  able  to  get  funds  to  evangeUcal  Christians 
now  or  not.  But  l  already  have  a  report  from  Dr. 
Graffam  that  over  $50,000  has  been  forwarded  to 
help  in  camps  on  Guam  and  in  California. 

WRC  is  on  the  job  for  you  and  me  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ.  Now  here's  another  exciting,  but 
sorrowful,   report  from  Vietnam: 


LAST  DAYS  IN  VIETNAM 


March  17  we  were  awakened  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  by  extremely  loud  firing.  We  guessed  it 
was  outgoing  artillery,  but  not  being  sure  we 
spent  the  night  on  the  floor  of  the  doctor's  office 
in  the  hospital  which  was  more  secure  from 
shelling  than  our  house.  The  next  day  we  learned 
the  shelling  was  from  175mm  cannons  within  a 
half  mile  of  the  hospital.  These  continued  firing 
every  night  and  placed  the  hospital  in  jeopardy 
from  retaliatory  rocket  fire  which  could  hit  us. 

As  Quang  Tri  and  Hue  fell,  refugees  streamed 
into  Danang  via  Highway  I  which  runs  right  in 
front  of  the  hospital.  They  used  every  possible 
mode  of  travel:  tractors,  motorcycles,  lumter 
trucks,  dump  trucks,  ox  carts,  and  even  on  foot. 
The  number  of  casualties  brought  to  the  hospital 
increased. 

On  March  20th  I  received  a  message  to  deliver 
to  some  other  missionaries  in  Danang  that  they 
were  to  leave  for  Saigon.  After  a  difficult  day  in 
Danang  where  I  tried  to  line  up  some  medical 
help  if  we  needed  it,  I  arrived  back  at  the  hospital 
at  10:00  p.m.  The  Western  staff  held  a  meetmg 


and  unanimously  decided  to  evacuate  within  five 
days.  Next  day  the  Lord  confirmed  to  us  that  this 
was  the  right  decision  as  we  learned  that  head- 
quarters at  Valley  Forge  had  reached  the  same 
decision  independent  of  us. 

Although  we  had  assurance  of  God's  guidance, 
nevertheless  this  was  the  most  difficult  decision 
we  had  ever  made,  knowing  we  could  leave  but 
ultimately  there  was  no  place  for  the  Vietnamese 
to  go.  Most  of  the  Vietnamese  staff  were  very 
frightened  at  the  prospect  of  a  Communist  take- 
over, many  of  them  having  had  this  experience 
once  before  when  they  had  fled  from  North  Viet- 
nam. I  could  not  help  but  weep  in  compassion  for 
these  people,  especially  when  driving  into  the  city 
'behind  packed  refugee  vehicles,  looking  into  their 
blank  faces  and  realizing  that  so  many  of  them 
were  lost,  without  hope.  I  felt  like  I  imagine 
Christ  must  have  felt  in  Matthew  9:36-39:  "What 
pity  He  felt  for  the  crowds  that  came,  because 
their  problems  were  so  great  and  they  didn't  know 
what  to  do  or  where  to  go  for  help.  They  were 
like   sheep  ovithout   a   shepherd."  He  told   them: 
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"The  harvest  is  so  great  and  the  workers  are  so 
few,  pray  to  the  one  in  charge  of  the  harvesting 
and  ask  him  to  recruit  more  workers  for  his  har- 
vest fields."  I  realized  that  the  "laborers"  would 
be  our  fellow  Vietnamese  Christian  brethren  we 
rhad  to  leave  behind. 

'  On  the  last  Sunday  we  informed  Gwen  (Mrs. 
Nguyen  Thi  Khang,  head  nurse)  that  we  would 
have  to  leave  soon,  and  we  began  briefing  the 
Vietnamese  staff  on  the  turnover.  She  made  our 
going  the  least  difficult  possible  under  the  cir- 
cumstances which  were  fast  deteriorating.  She 
had  real  God-given  peace  and  joy,  and  was  relieved 
that  we  were  leaving  so  our  four  children  would 
be  safe.  She  was  also  memorizing  Scripture  so 
that  if  the  Communists  took  away  her  Bible  she 
would  still  have  it  hidden  in  her  heart.  Her  favorite 
passage  was  Psalm  91.  "He  that  dwelleth  in  the 
secret  place  of  the  Most  High  shall  abide  under 
the  shadow  of  the  Almighty.  .  .  ." 

When  I  talked  with  the  entire  staff  on  Monday 
1  informed  them  of  WRC's  attempt  to  reflect 
Christian  love  and  appreciation  in  the  form  of 
si.x-months  severance  pay  to  each,  and  allowed 
them  to  go  or  stay.  We  also  encouraged  them  to 
accept  Jesus  Christ  and  the  peace  only  He  could 
give.  Gwen  followed  up  on  this  and  next  day  asked 
me  to  come  and  pray  with  eleven  who  wanted  to 
receive  Christ  as  Savior  and  Lord.  Some  were 
nurses  we  had  prayed  for  for  several  years.  What 
a  precious  privilege  was  mine  just  before  I  left  to 
entrust  these  new  ones  into  the  care  of  our  Savior. 
We  also  rejoiced  in  the  baptism  of  five  of  our 
nurses  just  the  week  before  Danang  feU. 

There  were  no  Christian  staff  members  when 
WRC  took  over  the  hospital  from  the  Marines  in 
1965.  When  we  left,  there  were  over  70  Vietnamese 
Christians  on  staff.  As  a  result  of  the  combined 
efforts  of  all  the  ^Christians,  hundreds  of  the  pa- 
tients accepted  Christ — ^forty  in  the  month  of 
December  alone. 

AU  but  two  of  us  left  that  day  for  Saigon.  We 
stayed  to  care  for  last-minute  details.  Next  day 
we  left  on  a  plane  crowded  with  American  de- 
pendents. Planes  evacuating  Americans  flew  con- 
stantly, and  on  Wednesday  a  massive  attempt  was 
made  to  evacuate  Vietnamese.  Only  five  days  after 


I  left  Danang,  this  city  with  a  population  of  over 
%  million  had  unbelievably  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  Communists. 

The  Lord's  guidance  and  timing  in  our  departure 
was  perfect — not  too  soon  and  not  too  late.  The 
hospital  was  turned  over  in  the  very  best  possible 
way.  What  happened  to  Gwen,*  the  staff,  the  re- 
maining few  patients  and  the  facilities  is  com- 
pletely unknown  to  us  and  may  never  be  known. 

We  had  discharged  every  patient  possible  (about 
90),  giving  some  medication  for  six  months.  Those 
patients  whose  parents  did  not  call  for  them  were 
taken  home  because  we  didn't  want  families 
separated.  We  were  left  with  thirty  patients  in- 
cluding five  too  sick  to  be  discharged  and  ten  burn 
patients  whom  the  nurses  could  treat.  Fortunately, 
a  German  pediatrician  working  with  a  German 
evangelical  team  in  Tam  Ky  volunteered  to  con- 
tinue the  medical  supervision  because  the  Com- 
munists had  captured  Tam  Ky. 

One  patient  we  had  to  leave  was  10-year-old 
Phong  with  osteomyelitis  who  was  in  a  cast  fol- 
lowing surgery.  He  will  have  to  be  in  this  cast 
for  six  months.  He  had  been  in  the  hospital  for 
seven  months  and  was  like  one  of  my  own  chil- 
dren and  it  was  most  difficult  to  leave  him  behind. 
Yet  he  stiU  managed  a  broad  smile  every  time  I 
went  by  his  bed  during  those  last  days. 

Another  one  I  found  it  hard  to  turn  my  back 
on  was  an  8-year-old  with  deep  burns  sustained 
three  days  earlier  in  Hue.  He  had  had  no  medical 
treatment  and  had  to  make  the  trip  from  Hue 
in  one  of  the  crowded  refugee  trucks. 

Before  we  left  for  Saigon  we  delivered  some 
barrels  of  our  belongings  to  the  Danang  airport. 
It  is  unlikely  the  barrels  ever  left  Danang  be- 
cause of  the  rapid  deterioration  of  the  military 
situation. 

We  left  Saigon  on  Thursday  and  arrived  in 
New  York  on  Saturady,  in  time  to  attend  Easter 
Sunday  services  in  our  church.  The  news  reports 
on  television  continue  to  be  a  real  heartbreak  to 
us  as  these  people  are  our  friends  and  we  con- 
sidered Vietnam  our  home.  Pray  for  Gwen  and  the 
staff  and  especially  for  those  new  Christians. 
*A  later  cable  assured  us  Gwen  and  family  arrived 
safely  in  Saigon. 


World  Relief  Features  At-  General  Conference 

DON'T  >nSS  'EM 

(1)  MOVIE  ON  MONDAY  NIGHT:    "HONDURAS  . .  .  Aftermath  of  Hurricane  Fifi" 

This  16mm,  full  color,  27-minute  film  is  a  presentation  about  the  people  of 
Honduras  and  their  fight  for  survival.  Memorial  Chapel  at  7:30  p.m.  on  Monday 
night.  Especially  for  those  not  attending  Board  Meetings  or  the  ICL  Seminar. 

(2)  SEWING  WORKSHOP  BOOM: 

The  basement  of  the  Ashland  College  Library  wiU  again  sesrve  as  a  Sewing 
Room— for  DISPLAYS  and  a  WORKSHOP  ROOM.  Come  anytime  on  Tuesday 
through  Friday  afternoons,  either  to  look  around  or  get  to  work! 

(3)  NEW  BROCHURES: 

Each  Conference  packet  will  contain  some  recently  released  brochures  about 
different  aspects  of  World  Relief  Commission  work. 

(4)  SOUP  SUPPER  FOR  WORLD  RELIEF: 

Friday  noon  in  the  College  cafeteria.  Pay  $1.50  for  about  850  of  food  and 
service  (the  rest  goes  to  World  Relief).  It's  a  practical  way  to  practice  "Eating 
Less  to  iFeed  More." 


Page  Twenty-two 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Sewing  Workshop  At  General  Conference 

Ashland,  Ohio  — August  12-15,  1975 

The  basement  of  the  Ashland  College  Library  will  serve  as  both  a  DISPLAY 
ROOM  for  completed  articles  and  a  WORKSHOP  for  sewing  and  knitting  items 
during  Conference  week. 

Needles,  thimbles,  yarn,  patterns,  clotii,  thread,  tape  measures,  crochet  hooks, 
quilting  frames — AT  J.  have  a  place  at  General  Conference  again  this  year. 
Receiving  emphasis  will  be  garments  and  other  projects  for — 
WORLD  RELIEF 
BRETHREN  CARE 
BRETHREN'S  HOME 
INDIA  MISSIONS 
and  LOCAL  HOSPITALS. 
The  WORKSHOP  will  be  in  operation  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  PM- 
day  afternoons.  You  may  stop  in  anytime  you  have  some  free  moments  to  look 
around  or  get  to  work  on  a  project. 

Here  is  What  you  ladies  can  do  to  make  the  SEWING  WORKSHOP  ROOM  a 
success  again  this  year. 

(1)  Bring  articles  for  display  that  you  or  your  church  groups  have  made  to 
the  Library  basement  early  in  the  Conference  week.  Label  all  items  with 
your  church's  name  and  its  intended  use. 

(2)  Plan  to  pick  up  your  display  articles  by  Friday  afternoon — or  teU  Mrs. 
Charles  Munson  that  they  may  be  sent  on  to  their  destination  after 
Conference. 

(3)  Be  willing  to  devote  at  least  an  hour  or  two  (or  more)  of  free  time  some- 
time during  this  week  to  actual  work  on  some  article  in  the  room  (sew, 
knit,  knot,  cut,  piece,  crochet  .  .  . )  .Come  anytime  the  Workshop  is  open — ^for 
as  long  as  you  Mke. 

(4)  Donated  materials  are  needed  for  women  to  work  with  during  the  week. 
Bring  such  things  as  light-weight  cotton  materials,  brightly  colored  per- 
manent press  materials,  hght-weight  yams  (sport  weight  and  baby  yams), 
threads  of  all  colors,  knitting  needles  and  crochet  hooks. 

(5)  Plan  to  visit  the  Sewing  Workshop  Room — whether  you  can  sew  or  not 
(this  includes  men  too).  Pick  up  some  new  ideas  and  patterns  from  the 
items  on  display.  Have  your  questions  answered  about  these  sewing  projects. 
Visit  with  some  friends  while  you  work  together. 

HELP  MAKE  CONFERENCE  A  DOING, 

AS  WELL  AS  A  LISTENING,  EXPERIENCE! 

Phil  Lersch,  Chairman 
Brethreji  World  Relief  Board 

6301  56th  Avenue,  N. 

St.  Petersburg,  Florida  33709 


: ^1 


We  are  interested  in  starting  a  Brethren  Fellow- 
ship Group  in  the  Flagstaff  Arizona  area.  We 
would  appreciate  having  information  from  anyone 
across  the  Brotherhood  who  knows  of  family  or 
friends  in  the  area  who  might  also  he  Interested. 
Please  correspond  with  us.  Dr.  Roibert  E.  Keim, 
1141  University  Heights  Drive,  Flagstaff,  Arizona 
86001.  We  have  tentatively  set  September  7  as  our 
first  gathering. 
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CENTRAL  DISTRICT 

CONFERENCE 

of 

THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

FIRST  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

Cerro  Gordo,  Illinois 

JULY  18-19.  1975 

Conference   Officers 

Moderator   Brother  Don  Coleman 

Vice  Moderator  Sister  Mary  Jane  Shaler 

Secretary Sister  Doris  Geisz 

Treasurer  Brother  Harold  Real 

Statistician   Brother  George  W.  Bunn 

PROGRAM 

THURSDAY  EVENING— JULY  17 

Registration   of   as   many   delegates   as   possible; 

housing  arranged  for  out  of  town  delegates. 
^Distribution  of  'printed  reports  to  be  read  before 

the  Friday  afternoon  business  session. 
Meeting  of  the  nominating  committee. 
***Please  note:     Housing  request  should  be  made 
by  July  10,  1975 

FRIDAY  MORNING— JULY  18 
8:30    Delegates  registration  and  housing 

arrangements 
9:00    Opening  of  the  1975  Conference 

Brotiher  Coleman 
Appointment  of  Committees  . . .  Moderator 
Song  Service 

Welcome    Cerro  Gordo 

Response  of  visiting  delegates 

Devotions  Cedar  Falls 

Special  Music  Milledgeville 

Message  and  Group  activities 

Sister  Mary  Jane  Shafer 
11:00    Denominational  Interest  (Boards, 

Seminary,  iCollege,  etc.) 
11:45    Credential  Registration  and  Housing 
12:00    Lunch 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON 
1:15    Stmul'taneous  Sessions — W.M.S.,  Laymen, 

Pastors,  Youth 
2:15    Song  Service 

Devotions Waterloo 

Special  Music Lanark 

Business  Session  (Coffee  break  as 
announced  by  the  Moderator) 
Report  of  Credentials 
Report  of  iNominating  Committee 
Election  of  Officers 
Election  of  Board  Members 
Action   on    the   reports    of   the   following 
boards  and   committees.   PLEASE  NOTE! 
THE    REPORTS    WILL    NOT    BE    READ 
OR  SUMMERIZBD.  Advance  copies  will  be 
sent  to  each  church. 
District  Executive  Committee 
District  Mission  Board 


District  Board  off  Christian  Education 
District  iCIamp  Report 
District  Board  of  EvangeUsts 
District  Ministerial  Examining  Board 
District  Board  of  Trustees 
General  Conference  Executive 

Committee 
Conference  Board  of  Trustees 
Ashland  College  Trustees 
Treasurer's  Report 
Statistician's  Report 
Auxiliaries 
Old  Business 
4:30    Committee  and  Board  Meetings 

FRIDAY  EVENING 
5:15    W.M.S.  Banquet 

Helen  McDonald,  Qiairperson 

6:45    Missionary  Speaker Virgil  Ingraham 

7:30    Song  Service 

Announcements 

Special  Music   Cedar  Falls 

Moderator's  Address 

Brother  Don  Coleman 
Benediction 
8:30    Committee  and  Board  Meetings 
as  announced 
SATURDAY  MORNING— JULY  19 
8:30    Simultaneous  Sessions — W.M.S.,  Laymen, 

Pastors,  Youth 
9:30    Song  Service 

Devotions  Milledgeville 

Special  Music  Udell 

9:45    National  Moderator 

Brother  Virgil  Bamhart 
10:15    Coffee  Break 
10:30    Business  Session 
Minutes 

Credential  Report 
Treasurer's  Report 
Resolution  Comrnittee  Report 
Unfinislhed  Business 
New  Business 
11:15    Inspirational  Speaker  .  Rev.  Max  F.  Burley 
Hammond,  Illinois 
12:00    Lunch 
1:00    Unfinished  Business 
Minutes 

Final  Credential  Report 
Conference  Invitation — 1976 
1:30    Adjourn 

AUXILIARIES 

Woman's  Missionary  Society 

Dorothy  Ruth  Glenn   President 

Helen  McDonald   Vice  President 

WMda  Knapp   Secretary-Treasurer 

Laymen's  Organization 

George  W.  Bunn   Chairman 

Ken    Geisz    Secretary-Treasurer 

Ministerium 

Paul  Steiner  President 

James  Black  Secretary-Treasurer 

Youth 

Bob  Lamb  President 

Becky  GrumlbUng   Vice  President 

Janet  Lamlb   Secretary 

Nola  Nye Treasurer 
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OPPORTUNITIES    FOE    COOPERATIVE 
WITNESS  OUTLINED  BY  NAE  OFFICIAL 

LOS  ANGELES,  Calif.  —  Need  and  opportunity 
for  Christian  witness  are  both  evident  in  the 
decade  of  the  seventies,  delegates  were  told  in 
the  Wednesday  morning  session  of  the  NAE 
annual  convention. 

"At  a  time  when  our  country  is  in  a  moral  and 
spirituai  tailspin,  2.7  billion  people  of  the  world 
are  unreached  by  the  Christian  Gospel,"  said  Dr. 
BU'ly  A.  Melvin,  executive  director  of  the  National 
Association  of  Evangelicals. 

The  nation  increasingly  lacks  moral  conscience, 
he  pointed  out,  with  "political  scandals  from  coun- 
try courthouse  to  the  White  House."  But,  he  added, 
"it  is  into  this  kind  of  world  that  we  must  go  with 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  He  is  the  only  hope  for 
our  nation." 

Admitting  that  the  task  is  enormous,  Melvin 
challenged  the  assembled  group  to  lead  the  way 
in  moral  perspective.  It  can  only  be  accompdished, 
he  declared,  "as  every  evangelical  believer  is 
equipped  for  his  work  of  ministry." 

Outlining  activities  and  projects  for  united  wit- 
ness by  the  National  Association  of  Evangelicals, 
Dr.  Melvin  urged  all  concerned  evangelicals  to  be- 
come personally  involved  in  some  phase  of  cooper- 
ative effort  in  his  local  community. 


NAE  BLAMES  TV  NETWORKS  FOR 
INCREASED   PERMISSIVENESS 

LOS  ANGELES,  Calif.  —  By  resolution  passed 
at  NAE's  Convention  here  today,  blame  for  the 
current  wave  of  permissiveness  in  the  treatment 
and  use  of  sex,  violence,  abusive  or  vulgar  lang- 
uage, and  the  Uke  in  many  programs  was  placed 
upon  TV  networks. 

The  resolution  stated,  "We  strongly  protest  the 
attitude  on  the  part  of  writers,  producers  and  net- 
work programming  personnel  that  such  aspects  of 
life  are  so  common  as  to  be  treated  on  television 
as  normal  or  excusable  behavior.  On  the  one 
hand,  networks  have  provided  an  increased  num- 
ber of  wholesome  programs  for  those  desiring 
family  viewing.  On  the  other  hand,  we  see  more 
open  portrayal  of  those  characteristics  in  human 
nature  which  are  destructive — apparently  with  the 
clear  motive  to  sensationalize  and  attract  greater 
viewing  audiences.  We  believe  this  practice  to  be 
wholly  irresponsible.  Thus  we  urge  the  National 
Association  of  Broadcasters  to  adopt  a  self-imposed 
code  of  decency  which  would  uplift  what  is  best 
in  man  and  eliminate  needless  portrayal  of  those 
Characteristics  which  debase  him." 


POLICE   CHIEF  TIES  CRIME 
TO   PERMISSIVENESS- 
SEES  SPIRITUAL  SOLUTIONS 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Deputy  Police  Chief  of  Los 
Angeles,  Robert  Vernon  listed  "expediency,  per- 
missiveness and  spiritual  void"  as  the  three  major 
reasons  for  dramatic  increases  in  the  crime  rate, 
in  a  luncheon  talk  to  the  Evangelical  Churchmen's 
Commission  of  the  NAE  here  today.  Saying  that 
crime  had  increased  some  4:0Vc  in  some  LA 
suburbs,  Vernon  said  there  were  really  no  "vic- 
timless" crimes  and  that  the  current  average  of 
nine  months  for  justice  and  low,  low  percentage 
of  felons  ever  imprisoned  (6'^'r )  can  be  blamed 
on  our  permissive  attitude  and  the  basic  philoso- 
phy that  people  are  born  "good  or  at  least  neu- 
tred."  He  said  that  expediency  "If  it  feels  good,  it 
must  be  right"  and  the  spiritual  vaccujn  in  most 
peoples  lives  (resulting  in  a  predicted  rate  of  per- 
sons needing  institutionalized  care  for  depression 
as  one  in  every  eight  by  1985 )  were  the  other  two 
major  reasons  for  increased  crime.  However,  the 
solution  lies  in  the  Scriptural  promise  that  where 
sin  abides,  grace  abides  more,  meaning  he  said, 
"People  are  more  open  for  spiritual  answers  than 
ever  before  and  Christians  must  be  encouraged 
to  be  ibold  in  their  witness  of  the  truth,  and  pre- 
pared to  give  answers  from  their  own  experience." 

LEIGHTON  FORD  TELLS  EVANGELICALS 
THIRD  WORLD  OPEN  TO  CHRISTIANITY 

LOS  ANGELES,  Calif.  —  In  an  evening  pubUc 
session  Wednesday,  Leighton  Ford  told  delegates 
of  the  National  Association  of  Evangelicals  that 
responsiveness  of  people  today  to  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  has  never  been  equaled  in  history. 

The  vice  president  and  associate  evangelist  of 
the  BUly  Graham  EvangeUstic  Association,  who 
himself  has  preached  to  three  million  people  face 
to  face,  said  that  in  Asia  the  church  is  grow'ing 
three  to  four  times  the  population  rate  and  in 
Africa  it  is  estimated  that  80  percent  of  the  con- 
tinent will  be  Christian  by  the  end  of  the  century. 

Stressing  that  the  Christ  of  Christianity  is  not 
a  "Jesus  all  dressed  up  in  our  appendages,"  Ford 
said  that  Western  Christians  must  learn  to  be  a 
"servant  people  of  the  servant  Lord"  if  they  are 
to  evangelize  the  world.  Referring  to  the  Lausanne 
Covenant  of  the  '74  International  Congress  on 
World  Evangelization,  the  evangelist  declared  that 
"those  of  us  in  affluent  societies  must  determine 
to  adopt  a  simple  lifestyle  in  order  to  have  more 
to  g'ive  to  the  needy  of  the  world."  After  his  mes- 
sage Ford  left  for  a  "Reach  Out"  campaign  in 
Tulsa,  O'klahoma. 
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DELEGATES  FAST  AJVD  PRAY 

LOS  ANGELES,  Calif.  —  At  a  speciaJ  non-dinner 
banquet  of  fasting  and  prayer,  delegates  to  NAE's 
33rd  Annual  Convention  here  Wednesday  were 
each  given  a  small  5  oz.  packet  of  millet  seed 
(normally  used  for  bird  food  in  this  country),  the 
average  daily  allotment  in  food  crisis  areas  of 
the  world.  The  event  was  sponsored  by  NAE's 
World  Relief  Commission;  an  evangelical  relief 
agency  which  annually  distributes  several  million 
dollars  in  goods  and  services  in  war  and  disaster 
torn  countries  the  world  over. 

The  fasting  NAE  delegates  contributed  the  cost 
of  their  normal  meal  which  amounted  to  enough 
to  supply  a  day's  food  to  some  12,000  people  in 
the  famine-ridden  African  Sub-Sahara.  Delegates 
were  encciuraged  to  keep  the  packet  of  mUlett  on 
hand  at  home  as  a  ready  reminder  of  America's 
affluence  and  the  further  individual  challenge  for 
a  new  life  style  of  sacrifice  to  help  provide  for 
needy  people  of  the  world.  The  special  session 
included  presentation  of  checks  totaling  $168,000 
given  by  denominations  to  the  work  of  WRC. 
Accepting  the  contributions  was  Dr.  Everett 
Graffam,  WRC  executive  vice-president,  who  re- 


minded delegates,  "God  has  always  used  people 
to  care  for  the  needy.  We  are  His  people  and  a 
desperate  world  awaits  our  spiritual  and  material 
resources.  Do  we  dare  stand  by  with  our  fat  and 
idleness?" 

BLACK  PASTOR  SPEAKS  ON 
NEW  THEOLOGY 

LOS  ANGELES,  Calif.  —  Yesterday's  Christian 
phrasings  of  "yielding"  and  "getting  the  flesh 
under  subjection"  and  the  like  are  all  passe  theo- 
logy now,  according  to  Dr.  Ben  F.  Read,  pastor  of 
First  Church  of  God  (Anderson,  Ind.)  of  Los 
Angeles.  Dr.  Reid,  in  a  provocative  message  which 
had  delegates  alternately  chuckling  and  sobered, 
said  that  our  new  theology  must  be  "to  let  the 
Holy  Spirit  control  us,  even  if  it  means  shaking  up 
our  sleepy  constituencies  and  letting  off  our 
'blessed  assurance.'  This  is  the  time  for  evangel- 
ical Christians  to  rise  up  in  the  strength  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,"  he  declared,  so  that  the  earth  will 
hear  His  voice.  He  said  that  far  too  many  Chris- 
tians had  personal  theologies  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
"encased  in  cement,  not  open  for  inspection  and 
molding  by  that  same  life-changing  Spirit." 


370  RECEIVE  LAYMEN  ALIVE  TRAINING 


The  denominational  Laymen  ALIVE  training  is 
in  full  swing!  Since  its  inception.  Pastor  Arden  E. 
Gilmer,  Deno'ininational  Layman  ALIVE  trainer, 
has  conducted  13  training  seminars  attended  by 
approximately  350  officially  registered  partici- 
pants. In  the  last  eight  months  Pastor  Gihner 
has  conducted  a  seminar  per  month  and  trained 
281  people.  Most  of  these  seminars  have  been 
hosted  by  local  Brethren  Churches,  but  additional 
seminars  were  held  last  year  during  General 
Conference  and  at  Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 

God  wants  the  Bretliren  Church  to  grow,  and 
in  His  divine  timing  has  brought  the  Laymen 
ALIVE  training  to  our  denomination  during  a  time 
in  which  He  Is  also  working  to  challenge  us  in 
the  area  of  church  growth.  Thus  the  Laymen 
ALIVE  Training  meets  a  crucial  need  in  our 
brotherhood  at  this  time  as  we  place  our  emphasis 
on  Churah  Growth  through  Evangelization.  The 
purpose  of  the  Laymen  ALIVE  Training  is  ex- 
plained by  its  title.  The  word  ALIVE  is  an  acrostic 
for  All  Laymen  Implementing  Vigorous  Evangel- 
ism. The  purpose  of  the  training  is  to  equip  lay- 
men and  pastors  in  the  "how  to's"  of  living  the 
abmidant  Christian  Ufe  and  the  "how  to's"  of 
effectively  sharing  their  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and 
giving  others  the  opportunity  to  respond  to  Him 
as  their  Savior  and  Lord. 

The  following  Brethren  Churches  have  hosted 
Laymen  ALIVE  training  seminars  during  the  past 
eight  months:  Derby,  Kansas;  Vinco,  Pa.;  Mas- 
siUon,  Ohio;  Goshen,  Ind.;  Dayton,  Ohio;  Warsaw, 


Ind.;  and  Mt.  OUve,  Va.  Four  of  the  Seminars 
had  50  or  more  registered  (MassiDon,  Goshen, 
Warsaw,  Mt.  OUve)  as  neighboring  Brethren 
Churches  came  and  shared  in  the  training. 

The  Massillon,  Ohio  Seminar  stands  out  in  my 
mind  as  significant.  The  people  who  attended  this 
particular  seminar  had  already  been  exposed  to 
a  Church  Growth  Seminar  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  Win  Arn.  This  seminar  had  given  them  a  vision 
for  church  growth,  and  the  part  they  could  play 
in  it.  As  a  result  they  came  with  a  real  desire  to 
learn  how  to  share  the  gospel  of  Christ  with 
others.  The  Laymen  ALIVE  training  and  the 
Church  Growth  emphasis  complement  each  other 
beautifully.  In  his  travels  throughout  the  denom- 
ination in  the  past  few  months  this  writer  has  seen 
a  new  readiness,  a  new  desire,  and  a  new  openness 
among  the  Brethren  to  move  out  for  Christ  and 
to  share  their  faith.  Most  of  the  Brethren,  realizing 
that  they  don't  know  how  to  share  their  faith  are 
becoming  more  teachalble  and  m.ore  willing  to 
learn  and  to  become  equipped  to  truly  be  ambas- 
sadors for  Christ. 

Your  church  should  consider  implementing  the 
Laymen  ALIVE  training.  For  further  information 
and  detaU  contact  Rev.  Arden  E,  Gilmer,  P.O. 
Box  275,  Vandergrift,  PA  15690. 

Another    article    "What    Laymen    are    Saying 
About  Laymen  ALIVE"  will  soon  be  printed.  Look 
for  it  in  a  future  issue  of  the  Brethren  Evangelist. 
— ^Rev.   Arden  E.   GHmer 
Laymen  ALIVE  Trainer 


CHURCH  GROWTH  manifests  itself  most  clearly  in  reaching  out  and  winning 
people  to  Jesus  Christ. 
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DISTRICT  CONFERENCI 


BRETHREN  CHURCH 

CAMP  PENIEL 
Meyersdale,  Pennsylvania 

JULY  24-26,  1975 

All   Sessions   on    E.D.T. 

Theme:     One   Body  in   Christ 
Conference  OrganizoHon 

Moderator  Elder  Carl  Phillips 

Vice  Moderator  Elder  Charles  Berkshire 

Secretary    Mrs.  Norman   Grumbling,   Jr. 

Assistant  Secretary Mrs.  Robert  Adams 

Treasurer  George  Leidy 

Statistician  Robert  Adams 

Dues 

The  Delegate  Fee  Shall  be  one  dollar  for  each 
Delegate.  Each  congregation  shall  pay  annually 
to  the  Conference  the  full  amount  of  fees  for  the 
Delegates  for  which  it  is  entitled,  whether  attend- 
ing Conference  or  not.  (All  churches  shall  have 
paid  these  fees  and  shall  have  paid  in  full  its 
District  Unified  Budget  Apportionment  for  the 
fiscal  year,  unless  forgiven  by  Conference — $6.00 
per  member,  78th  Conference.)  Credentials  will 
not  be  accepted  from  churches  failing  to  fill  out 
and  return  statistical  blanks. 

Music  Personnel 

Song  Leader — Floyd  Benshoff 
Pianist — Miss  Wilma  Leidy 

PROGRAM 

Thursday  Evening,  July  24 

6:30-  7:15    Credential  Committee  meets  in 

Chapel  Basement 
7:30  Song  Service 

Welcome 

Elder  Tom  Kidder,  Camp  Board 
Devotions  and  Special  Music 

Vandergrift 
Vice  Moderator's  Addres 

Elder  Charles  Berkshire 
9:00-  9:30    Credential  Committee 

Chapel  Basement 


9:00  Brethren  Youth — Film  and  Com 

Roast 
9:00  Adults — ^Fellowship  Hour 

Dining  Hall 
The  Housing  Committee  will  be  on  hand  and 
functioning  at  3:00  P.M. 

Friday  Morning,  July  25 
7:30-  8:30    Breakfast 
8:30-  9:00    Credential  Committee 

Chapel  Basement 
9:00  Song  Service 

Devotions  and  Special  Music  .   Vinco 
Moderator's  Address 

Elder  Carl  Phillips 
10:00  Song 

Business  Session 
Credential  Committee  Report 
Courtesies  of  Conference 
Election  of  Committee  on 

Committees 
District  Mission  Board  (30  min.) 
District  Board  of  Christian 

Education  (15  min.) 
District  Camp  Board  (15  min.) 
Ministerial  Examining  Board 
District  Treasurer's  Report 
Statistician's  Report 
Other  Reports 
11:45  Mini-Devotional 

Elder  C.  Wm.  Cole 
12:00-  1:00    Lunch 

Friday  Afternoon,  July  25 
1:00-  1:20     Credential  Committee 

Chapel  Basement 
1:30  Business  Session 

Credential  Committee  Report 
Reading  of  the  Minutes 
Ashland  College  and  Seminary 

(15  min.) 
Denominational  Advance  (1  hour) 

3:10  Mini-Devotional   Elder  Cole 

3:30  Simultaneous  Sessions 

4:30  Recreation— All  Star  Softball, 

Youth  vs.  Adults 
6:00-  7:00    Dinner 

Friday  Evening,  July  25 
8:00  Inspirational  Service  (Laymen  in 

charge) 
Song  Service 
Devotions 
Special  Music 

Message  .  William  Sabo,  Johnstown 
9:30  Brethren  Youth — ^Hayride  and 

Campfire,  Weiner  Roast 
9:30  Adults— Fellowship  Hour 

Saturday  Morning,  July  26 
7:30-  8:30    Breakfast 
8:30-  9:00     Credential  Committee 

Chapel  Basement 

9:00  Devotions   Wayne  Heights 

Special  Music  . .  .   Johnstoiwn  Second 
9:15  Business  Session 

Credential  Co^mmittee  Report 
Reading  of  the  Minutes 
Report  of  Committee  on 

Committees 
Brethren  Care  of  Penna.  (30  min.) 

10:45  Mini-Devotional   Elder  Cole 

11:00  Simultaneous  Sessions 

12:00-  1:00    Lunch 
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Saturday  Afternoon,  July  26 

1:00-  1:20    Credential  Committee 

Chapel  Basement 
1:30  Inspirational  Hour 

Offering 
Musical  Pro-gram,  Dave 

Spedden  Family 
2:30  Business  Session 

Credential  Committee  Report 
Election  of  Conference  Officers 
Reading  of  the  Minutes 
Report  of  the  Executive 

Committee  on  the  Moderator's 

Address 
Setting  of  Time  and  Place  of 

1976  Conference 
Report  of  Election 
Auditing  Committee  Report 
Other  Reports 
New  Business 

Final  Reading  of  the  Minutes 
Installation  of  Conference 

Officers  for  1976 
Adjournment  Sine  Die 


YOUTH     CONFERENCE 


Youth  Directors — Mike  and  Gloria  Radcliff 


7:30 


9:00 


Thursday  Evening,  July  34 

Attend  General  Evening  Session 
Vice  Moderator's  Address 
Corn  Roast  and  Film 


Friday  Mornings,  July  25 

7:30-  8:30    Breakfast 

9:00  Attend  General  Morning  Session 

Moderator's  Address 
10:00-11:45    Youth  Assembly 
12:00-  1:00    Lunch 

Friday  Afternoon,  July  25 

1:30  Business  Session 

2:30  Youth  Activity  Time 

4:30-  6:00    AU  Star  SoftbaU,  Youth  vs.  Adults 

6:00-  7:00    Dinner 

Friday  Evening,  July  25 

8:00  Attend  General  Inspirational  Service 

9:30  Haiyride  &  Campfire,  Wiener  Roast 

Saturday  Morning',  July  26 

7:30-  8:30    Breakfast 

9:00  Attend  Conference  Devotions 

9:30  Final  Business  and  Youth  Assembly 

11:00  Brotherhood  and  Sisterhood 

12:00-  1:00    Lunch 

Saturday  Afternoon,  July  26 

1:30  Attend  General  Inspirational  Service 

Musical  Program  featuring  the 
Dave  Spedden  Family 
2:30  Youth  Assembly 

AU  youth  are  expected  to  attend  all  sessions 
and  conduct  themselves  at  all  times  in  a  Christian 
manner. 


AUXILIARIES 

Woman's  Missionary  Society 

Theme:     "Joy  In  Serving  Jesus" 

Friday  Afternoon,  July  25,  3:30  P.M. 

Prelude 

Theme  Song — "Joy  in  Serving  Jesus" 

Devotions 

Special  Music 

Speaker 

Business  Session 

Adoption  of  Goals 

Saturday  Morning,  July  26,  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude 
Theme  Song — "Joy  in  Serving  Jesus" 

Devotions  Mrs.  Laura  Bird,  Berlin 

Special  Music 
Business  Session 

Election  of  Officers 

Project  Offering 
Installation  of  Officers 


Sisterliood  of  Mary  and  Martha 

Saturday  Morning,  July  26,  11:00  A.M. 

Devotional  Period 
Business  Session 


Laymen 


Friday  Afternoon,  July  25,  3:30  P.M. 

Song  Service 

Devotional  Period 

Special  Music 

Appointment  of  Nomination  Committee 

Benediction 

Saturday  Morning,  July  26,  11:00  A.M. 
Song  Service 
Devotional  Period 
Special  Music 
Election  of  Officers 
Hymn 
Benediction 


Boys'  Brotherhood 


Saturday  Morning,  July  26,  11:00  A.M. 

Devotional  Period 
Business  Session 

Ministerium 

Friday  Afternoon,  July  25,  3:30  P.M. 

Devotions Norman  Long 

Business  Items  Paul  Richey 

Appointment  of  Nomination  Committee 

Seminar  Carl  Barber 

"Body  Life — One  Body  in  Christ!" 
The  Body  of  Christ — its  members  and 
its  ministries 
Saturday  Morning,  July  26,  11:00  A.M. 

Devotions Norman  Long 

Business  Items  Paul  Richey 

Election  of  Officers  for  1976 

Seminar  Carl  Barber 

Conclusion  of 

"Body  Life — One  Body  in  Christ!" 
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Memorials 


WISSINGER 

Shirley  (Price)  Wissinger  died  suddenly  at  her 
home  in  Phoenix,  Arizona  on  April  2,  1975.  She 
had  been  ill  for  several  months.  She  is  survived 
by  her  husband,  John  C.  Wissinger,  also  two  sons 
and  two  daughters.  She  was  a  charter  member  of 
the  Papago  Park  Brethren  Church.  Pastor  W. 
Clayton  Berkshire  officiated  at  the  memorial  ser- 
vice held  at  the  Messinger  Mortuary  Chapel  in 
Scottsdale. 

MAY 

Mabel  May,  86,  Warsaw,  Indiana  passed  away 
AprU  11,  1975.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Warsaw  First  Brethren  Church.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Claude 
StogsdUl  and  Rev.  Paul  Tmkel.  Survivors  include 
five  daughters,  one  sister,  9  grandchildren  and 
22  great-grandchildren. 


SINGER 

Lyle  Singer,  56,  Conemaugh,  R.D.  1,  died  Ma 
17,  1975.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  forme  _ 
Wilda  Sell,  and  four  daughters;  Mrs.  Junior  M. 
OLorene.)  Folckemer;  Mrs.  Barry  (Eva  Louetta) 
Wilson,  Great  Falls,  Mont.;  Mrs.  Harry  (Lyla 
Diane)  Lloyd,  Mineral  Pouit,  R.D.  1;  and  Mrs. 
Jacob  (Sharon)  Bender,  Vintondale,  R.D.  1.  Mem- 
ber of  Vinco  Brethren  Church.  Funeral  service 
was  held  at  Vinco  Brethren  Church  by  the  Rev. 
C.  WHliam  Cole  and  the  Rev.  Henry  Bates.  Inter- 
ment, Benshoff  Hill  Cemetery. 
*     *     * 

LONEY 

Dorothy  Loney  of  Sarasota,  Florida,  passed  away 
on  Tuesday,  April  1,  1975  in  Sarasota  Memorial 
Hospital.  She  was  preceded  in  death  by  her  hus- 
band Vern.  A  daughter  Mrs.  Flossie  Dunning 
survives. 

Dorothy  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Sarasota 
First  Brethren  Church  and  a  former  member  of 
First  Brethren  Church  in  Elkhart,  Indiana. 

Services  were  held  at  Wally-Mills-Zimmerman 
Funeral  Home  with  uiferment  at  Rice  Cemetery 
with  Pastor  Dale  iRuLon  officating. 


HUFFMAN 

Floyd  E.  Huffman  died  in  Phoenix,  Arizona 
April  10,  1975  following  several  years  of  illness.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  Elsie,  and  son,  Floyd  V. 
Huffman.  Mr.  Huffman  was  formerly  a  member 
of  the  Cerro  Gordo,  Illinois  Brethren  Church. 
Memorial  services  were  held  in  the  Green  Acres 
Memorial  Chapel  in  Scottsdale,  Arizona  with  his 
pastor,  W.  Clayton  Berkshire,  officiating. 


MEMBERSHIP  GROWTH 

Bradenton,  Florida — 5  by  baptism,  1  by  letter 


DAWN  OF  GOD'S  TOMORROW 


'In  the  dawn  of  God's  tomorrow 

When  all  tears  are  wiped  away. 
When  we  leave  this  world  of  sorrow 

And  have  started  a  new  day! 
Here  we  only  touoh  the  border 

Of  His  garment  with  our  hand; 
But  up  there  we'U  see  our  Saviour 

Face  to  face,  walk  hand  in  hand. 
Walking  in  a  lovely  garden. 

Yes,  that  garden  of  delight. 
Where  there  is  no  pain  or  sorrow. 

And  the  Saviour  is  the  Light! 


There  we  shall  ask  Him  of  the  stories 

That  He  told  Ln  GalDee; 
How  He  healed  the  brokenhearted. 

Set  the  captive  sinner  free. 
Won't  you  dwell  with  Him  forever 

In  that  land  of  endless  day. 
Where  there  is  no  pain  or  sorrow. 

And  aU  tears  are  wiped  away? 
"This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made.  Let 
us  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it." 

Joseph  Stout 
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100  MURDERS  A  YEAR  RECORDED 
IN  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)  —  Top  educators 
agreed  here  that  violence  in  American  schools  is 
rising  at  a  terrifying  rate  and  is  linked  to  the 
declining  moral  climate  of  the  nation  as  a  whole. 

James  Harris,  president  of  the  National  Educa- 
tion Association,  told  a  U.S.  Senate  subcommittee 
hearing  that  school  violence  and  vandalism  will 
not  be  adequately  controlled  until  violence  in  the 
nation  is  curbed. 

Students  "see  that  violence  is  a  fundamental 
way  of  life  in  our  society,"  he  testifed  before  the 
Subcommittee  on  Juvenile  Delinquency  of  the 
Senate  Judiciary  Committee  which  was  examin- 
ing violence  and  vandalism  in  the  public  schools. 

The  subcommittee  earlier  released  an  18-month 
study  involving  757  school  districts,  showing  that 
destruction  of  school  property  cost  $500  million  a 
year — the  amount  spent  on  school  books.  It  also 
found  that  more  than  100  murders  were  committed 
in  the  schools  each  year  and  at  least  70,000  assaults 
on  teachers  were  recorded. 

The  "students  rights"  movement  contributed  to 
the  rise  of  violence,  according  to  Albert  Shanker, 
president  of  the  American  Federation  of  Teachers 
ajid  Dr.  G^ven  Kiernan,  executive  secretary  of 
the  National  Association  of  Secondary  School 
Principles. 

Mr.  Shanker  said  that  leniency  in  the  courts, 
delaying  tactics  by  the  defense  attorneys  and  two 
decades  of  literature  that  pictured  students  as  a 
kind  of  "oppressed  colonial  minority"  were  respon- 
sible for  much  of  the  school  violence. 


SENATORS  DECRY  SCHOOL  VIOLENCE 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)— Senate  investiga- 
tors in  the  capital  have  uncovered  a  "very  fright- 
ening" increase  in  vandalism  and  violence — includ- 
ing assaults  on  teachers  and  students,  burglaries 
and  rapes — in  the  American  public  education 
system. 

Then  Senate  Juvenile  Delinquency  Subcom- 
mitee  said  a  survey  of  757  school  districts,  found 
70,000  "serious  pihysical  assaults  on  teachers  each 
year,"  literally  hundreds  of  thousands  of  assaults 
on  students,  including  more  than  100  murders  in 
1975  and  extortion,  drug  and  prostitution  rings. 

"Our  schools  are  experiencing  serious  crimes  of 
a  felonious  nature,"  the  report  stated,  "including 
brutal  assaults  on  teachers  and  students  as  well 
as  rapes,  extortions,  burglaries,  thefts  and  an  un- 
precedented wave  of  wanton  destruction  and 
vandalism." 

It  described  the  situation  in  terms  of  a  crisis, 
estimating  the  total  annual  toill  for  vandalism 
alone  to  be  $500  mdUion — "comparable  to  the  en- 
tire investment  for  textbooks  for  our  nations 
schools  in  1972." 


RELIGIOUS  LIBERTY  OF  PARENTS 
THEME  OF  APPEAL  IN  OHIO 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (EP)— Questions  of  religious 
liberty,  parental  authority,  and  government  con- 
trol of  education  and  family  life  have  been  raised 
in  oral  arguments  in  a  case  being  heard  in  the 
Second  District  Court  of  Appeals  here. 

The  case  involves  12  parents  convicted  of  failing 
to  send  their  children  to  state-accredited  schools. 
Last  year.  Judge  Howard  Eley  of  the  Darke  Coun- 
ty Court  of  Common  Pleas  fined  each  parent  the 
maximum  amount  of  $20  for  sending  the  children 
to  an  unaccredited  school  operated  by  a  funda- 
mentalist church  in  Bradford,  Ohio.  The  parents 
appealed  the  decision  to  the  three-judge  district 
court. 

Lee  G.  Fry,  assistant  prosecutor  for  Darke 
County,  argued  in  his  brief  that  "substandard 
educational  conditions  discriminate  against  chil- 
dren in  their  civil  rights  to  obtain  equal  educa- 
tional opportunity." 

In  contrast,  defense  attorney  William  B.  Ball  of 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  asserted  that  "the  state  is  not 
free  to  impose,  in  the  guise  of  regulating  educa- 
tion, standards  which  on  their  face  plainly  inter- 
fere with  religious  liberty."  He  maintained  that 
there  is  no  "compelling  state  interest"  which  re- 
quires strict  enforcement  of  minimum  standards 
for  non-public  schools. 

According  to  Mr.  Fry,  the  minimum  standards 
"bear  a  logical  and  rational  relationship  to  the 
state's  interest  in  quality  education  and  do  not 
maintain  an  arbitrary  barrier  to  the  establishment 
of  non-public  schools.  In  reality,  there  is  a  healthy 
neutrality  on  the  part  of  the  State  Board  of  Edu- 
cation in  maintaining  unified  standards  for  all 
schools  in  Ohio." 

Mr.  Ball,  who  specializes  in  church-state  cases, 
contended  that  in  setting  standards  which  specify 
a  philosophy  of  education  that  is  unacceptable  to 
the  defendants,  "Ohio  has  indeed  forced  them  to 
choose  between,  on  the  one  hand,  following  the 
precepts  of  their  religion  and  sufJfering  criminal 
penalty,  or,  on  the  other,  ajbandoning  precepts  of 
their  religion  in  order  to  be  free  from  persecution." 

In  the  trial  last  year,  the  defendants  testified 
that  their  consciences  demanded  that  they  send 
their  children  to  a  Christian  school  because  of  the 
"godlessness"  and  "worldliness"  of  the  public 
schools. 

'IN   GOD  WE  TRUST'— NEW 
KEN  ANDERSON  FILM 

WINONA  LAKE,  Ind.  (BP)-^In  time  for  next 
year's  U.S.  bicentennial  celebration,  Ken  Anderson 
Films  has  produced  "In  God  We  Trust." 

The  color  movie,  with  music  by  John  W.  Peterson 
and  Don  J.  Wyrtzen,  charts  the  Odyssey  of  a  de- 
feated U.S.  Senator  to  historic  sites  for  a  look  at 
the  traditions  on  which  America  was  built. 
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DON'T  ABANDON  THEOLOGICAL  HERITAGE, 
MINISTER  CAUTIONS  CHARISMATICS 

GREEN  LAKE,  Wise.  (EP)— Charismatic  Chris- 
tians were  warned  here  no't  to  abandon  their 
theological  heritage  or  try  to  substitute  experience 
for  doctrine. 

"The  charismatic  movement  doesn't  have  any 
theology,"  said  Dr.  Robert  Tuttle,  a  charismatic 
scholar.  "To  allow  experience  to  replace  doctrine 
is  to  allow  the  music  to  replace  the  beat. 

Dr.  Tuttle  is  minister  of  evangelism  at  the  large 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Colorado  Springs, 
Colo.  He  was  a  major  speaker  at  a  three-day 
conference  on  "Experiencing  the  Holy  Spirit." 


PROSECUTOR  SEES  WATERGATE 
CONVICTIONS  CURBING  IMPROPER 
INFLUENCE  IN  CAPITAL 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  (EP) — Leon  Jaworski,  special 
Watergate  prosecutor,  predicted  here  that  im- 
proper use  of  influence  in  Washington  will  dis- 
appear for  some  time  as  a  result  of  the  Watergate 
convictions. 

Anyone  who  goes  to  Washington  will  find  that 
officials  will  have  their  guard  up,  he  said  at  a 
news  conference  after  addressing  the  14th  Minne- 
sota Governor's  Prayer  Breakfast. 

He  told  the  audience  of  1,000  that  he  had  re- 
ceived thousands  of  messages  of  "extreme  hatred 
.  .  .  without  one  word  of  compassion  or  even  sor- 
row" following  his  Washington  experience. 

Mr.  Jaworski,  who  said  he  had  received  an 
"avalanche  of  letters  from  young  people"  who 
indicated  that  their  faith  in  the  democratic  process 
had  been  restored,  confided  that  he  knew  as  early 
as  December  1973  that  "Nixon  was  culpable"  and 
so  told  Gen.  Alexander  Haig,  the  White  House 
chief  of  staff. 

In  "hours  and  hours"  of  listening  to  White 
House  tapes,  Mr.  Jaworski  said  he  had  not  heard 
"a  single  reference  to  the  glory  of  God,  to  the 
seeking  of  spiritual  guidance  and  prayer." 

"Even  more  pitiable,"  he  said,  "was  the  taking 
of  God's  name  in  vain  time  after  time." 

He  felt  that  the  outcome  of  Watergate  might 
have  been  different  "if  there  only  had  been  an 
occasional  prayer  for  guidance."  Instead,  he  said, 
"a  godless  and  ruthless"  course  of  action  was 
foUowed. 


MISSING  MISSIONARIES  REPORTED 
ALIVE  IN  PLEIKU 

HUNTINGTON  BEACH,  Calif.  (EP)  —  Seven 
missionaries  and  one  couple's  child,  missing  in 
Vietnam  for  the  past  six  weeks,  have  been  reported 
aUve  though  confined  in  Pleiku,  100  miles  north 
of  Ban  Me  Thuot  where  they  were  last  heard  from 
on  March  10. 

Wycliffe  Bible  Translators  received  the  news 
from  an  official  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  State 
that  the  eight  included  Wycliffe  translators  John 
and  Carolyn  Miller  and  their  daughter  LuAnne,  5. 
Since  the  capture  of  Saigon,  by  the  North  Viet- 
namese, no  further  word  has  ^been  received. 

The  other  five,  all  with  the  Christian  and  Mis- 
sionary Alliance,  are  Mrs.  Archie  Mitchell,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  'Richard  Phillips  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman 
Johnson. 


NEW  CAJVIPUS  FAD:     DRESSING  UP  ■ 

MONTREAT,  N.C.  (EP)— Students  at  Montreal? 
Anderson  College  are  shocking  faculty,  adminis- 
tration and  community  citizens  with  their  latest 
fad:  Replacing  old  blue  jeans  and  T-shirts  with  a 
once-a-week  dress  up. 

Their  attire  includes  suits,  ties,  tailored  dresses 
and  dress  shoes. 

Each  Wednesday  about  50  per  cent  of  the  stu- 
dents are  donning  suits  and  ties  and  dresses  and 
heels  and  the  administration  is  beaming.  So  are 
the  students. 

"It  makes  you  feel  a  lot  more  academic,"  Brick 
Cox  of  Miami,  Fla.,  told  The  AshviUe  Times. 

Ray  Sokohl  started  the  fad  to  surprise  his  girl 
friend.  "The  girls  just  went  wUd,"  Cox  said,  "so 
the  guys  started  the  "Do-It  Club"  aimed  at  dress- 
ing up  once  a  week  to  impress  the  girls.  Later 
they  changed  the  club  to  the  "Do-It-Together  Club" 
and  invited  the  girls  to  take  part. 

ROLAND  CHURCH  ROLLS  ON 

CLAYTON,  Ga  (EP)— A  Pennsylvania  Dutch 
missionary  from  Maine  is  in  his  fourth  year  of 
roaming  back  roads  of  America  in  a  covered 
wooden  wagon  emblazoned  with  scripture  verses. 

To  date  he  and  his  wife,  and  their  two  daughters, 
have  rolled  through  39  states  in  their  13,500-mUe 
journey.  Before  the  summer  ends  they  plan  to 
visit  nine  more  states. 

Roland  Church,  34,  still  has  his  original  three 
horses  with  which  he  began  his  odyssey  to  "wit- 
ness for  Christ  in  each  state"  with  the  exceptions 
of  Alaska  and  Hawaii.  That  goal  will  be  achieved 
in  July  when  he  wiU  return  to  his  home  in  Maine. 

HOUSE  CONDEMNS  PETITION  URGING 
FCC  FREEZE  ON  RELIGIOUS  RADIO 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)— A  petition  pending 
before  the  Federal  Communications  Commission 
requesting,  among  other  things,  a  freeze  on  all 
applications  by  religious,  Bible,  Christian  and  other 
sectarian  schools,  colleges  and  institutes  for  edu- 
cational FM  and  TV  channels,  has  been  condemned 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Rep.  C.  M.  BUI  Young  (R-Fla.)  a  United  Meth- 
odist, told  his  colleagues  that  Jeremy  D.  Lansman 
and  Lorenzo  W.  Milam,  the  petitioners,  "betray 
the  very  narrowness  of  mind  and  prejudice  of 
which  they  are  quick  to  accuse  religious  broad- 
casters. 

"Religious  broadcasting  meets  the  felt  needs  of 
millions  of  Americans,"  he  said,  "and  has  been 
successful  in  expanding  its  radio  and  television 
air  time  precisely  because  its  programming 
attracts  religious  Americans  of  aU  walks  of  life." 

Rep.  Young  said  the  petition  (No.  RM-2493) 
"contains  a  nearslanderous  and  undocumented 
attack  on  many  fine  religiously  affiliated  broad- 
casting stations  in  our  nation,  and  certainly  does 
not  represent  my  viewpoint  or  that  of  thousands 
of  my  constituents." 

He  said  he  has  been  advised  that  "public  com- 
ment is  running  very  strongly  against  the  petition 
and  its  request  for  a  freeze.  I  sincerely  hope  that 
the  FCC  win  give  the  petition  short  shriit,  and 
thereby  discourage  any  future  such  attacks  on  the 
religious  institutions  which  are  the  bulwarks  of 
our  society.  .  .  ." 
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CHRISTIAN  HAND-BOOK 

(Christliches  Hand-Buchleinl 
by  Jeremiah  Felbinger  1651 

A  very  rare,  old  German  volume,  expounding 
seven  Articles  of  Christian  Faith,  has  been  recently 
translated  into  English,  and  is  being  reprinted, 
bound  together  with  RITES  AND  ORDINANCES, 
by  Alexander  Mack  in  the  original  text  as  printed 
by  Samuel  Saur  in  two  volumes  in  the  German 
Language  in  1799  which  is  also  translated  into 
English. 

This  illustrated  book  discloses  how  these  and 
other  early  writings  iwere  stepping-stones  to  bring 
about  the  restoration  Oif  Christianity  in  the  post- 
Reformation  period. 

The  book  will  contain  267  pages  and  will  be  of 
great  interest  to  all  especially  those  who  are  of 
Brethren  Heritage.  It  wiU  be  available  after  May 
15,  1975  in  hard  cover  form  for  $4.50  per  copy, 
sales  tax  included  directly  or  $5.00  postpaid  mail 
orders  from: 

J.  Wm.  Miller 

770  N.  Diamond  Mill  Rd. 

Dayton,  Ohio    45427 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

The  Concept  of  Christian  Womanhood  ivill 
be  explored  in  a  panel  discussion  at  one 
of  the  Sisterhood  meetings  at  General 
Conference. 

Think  about  your  role  as  a  young  Christian 
ivoman,  then  come  to  Conference  prepared 
to  ask  questions. 


MOVING  TO  NEW  ADDRESS? 

Please  notify  us  at-  least 
3  weeks  in  advance 


Name  of  Subscriber     (Please  print  or  type) 


No.   and   Street,   Apt.,   Suite.   P.O.    Box   or  R.D.   No. 


Post  Office,  State,  and  Zip  Code 


Date  of  Address  Change 


CHEEP  ADVICE 


It  takes  more  than  soft  soap  to  clean  up  the 
world.  What  really  is  needed  now  is  GRIT. 


Its  pretty  hard  to  step  on  someone's  toes  if  you 
are  walking  in  his  shoes. 


There  are  oodles  of  books  on  the  market  on  the 
techniques  of  public  speaking  but  the  best  advice 
yet  is  to  have  a  good  beginning,  a  good  ending  and 
keep  them  as  close  together  as  possible. 


Money  may  still  toe  able  to  talk,  -but  today's 
dollar  doesn't  have  enough  cents  to  carry  on  much 
of  a  conversation. 


You  know? — ^There  probably  wouldn't  be  a  gen- 
eration gap  if  we  didn't  spend  the  first  half  of 
our  life  trying  to  understand  the  older  generation 
and  the  second  half  trying  to  understand  the 
younger  generation. 


We  are  told  to  take  things  as  they  come,  but 
how  many  of  us  can  handle  them  tfiat  fast? 


People  who  insist  on  keeping  up  witii  the  Jones's 
usually  are  the  ones  who  are  buying  things  they 
don't  need  to  impress  people  they  don't  like  with 
money  they  don't  have. 


Isn't  it  strange  that  it  is  rather  easy  to  control 
your  temper  when  the  other  guy  outweighs  you 
by  ajbout  80  pounds. 
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CHRISTIAN   PUBLICATION    PROJECTS 

OF   THE 
BRETHREN   PUBLICATION   COMPANY 

In  any  type  of  business  or  industry  the  equip- 
ment originally  acquired  eventually  becomes  ob- 
solete or  worn  out  and  must  be  replaced.  The  major 
industries  usually  are  able  to  set  aside  funds  from 
their  capital  gains  to  take  care  of  such  matters 
as  they  present  themselves.  However,  in  smaller 
operations  such  as  your  Publishing  Company  and 
others  similar  to  it  this  is  not  so  easUy  cared  for 
and  many  of  these  needs  are  filled  through  the 
means  O'f  individuals  or  organizations  providing 
the  means  of  replacements  by  the  method  of  desig- 
nated projects.  Your  Publishing  Company  would 
like  to  list  the  needs  that  are  on  the  priority  list 
as  possible  suggestions  for  projects. 


PRINT   SHOP 

1.  Press $18,000 

(On  a  three  year  basis  this  would 

'be  $6,000  per  year.) 

2.  Replacement  type  for 

Linotype  machine   $600 

3.  Adding  Machine $100 

4.  *Collator    $14,000 

(*A  portion  of  this  is  already  designated 

as  the  1974-75  project  by  BYC 
April  19  issue  B.E.) 


BOOKSTORE   AND 
PUBLICATION   OFFICES 

1.  Typewriter $450 

2.  Adding  Machine $100 

3.  Typist's  chairs    $50  ea. 

(Using  straight  back  chairs  at  present) 

Perhaps  you  or  your  group  would  desire  to  assist 
in  one  or  more  of  the  projects.  One  of  the  most 
effective  means  of  spreading  the  Gospel  in  our 
present  day  is  through  the  printed  page. 

The  Brethren  Publishing  Company  is  a  non- 
profit corporation  and  additional  support  is  man- 
datory to  insure  the  effective  distribution  of  Chris- 
tian Literature.  If  you  are  interested  in  sponsoring 
one  or  more  of  these  projects  please  contact  the 
Brethren  Publishing  Company,  524  College  Ave., 
Ashland,  Ohio  44805. 

PARTNERS   IN    PUBLICATION   OF 
BOOKS   AND    TRACTS 
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NOTES  and  COMMENTS 


At  the  meeting  of  The  Book  and  Pamphlet 
Commission  held  in  February  1974  initial  plans 
were  made  for  an  issue  of  THE  BRETHREN 
EVANGELIST  identifying  "Wiho  the  Brethren 
Are." 

This  edition  is  exclusively  a  Brethren  Identity 
Issue.  The  Co-mmission  is  hopeful  that  this  may 
prove  a  useful  means  to  familiarize  others  with 
The  Brethren  Church  and  as  a  'refresher  stunmairy 
for  Brethren. 

The  Identity  edition  is  compiled  of  lantioles  from 
six  areas  relating  to  the  growth  and  the  oharacter- 
ftsties  of  The  Brethren  Church. 

Area  1  presents  a  portrait  of  representative 
growing  churches  throughout  the  denomination 
with  the  emphasis  placed  on  "What  We  Believe 
and  What  We  Are  Doing  About  It." 

Area  2  deals  with  a  'hit  of  background  relating 
to  the  origin  and  history  of  The  Brethren  Church 
land  an  article  narrating  how  the  writer's  family 
discovered  The  Brethren  Churoh. 


Polity  is  given  consideration  in  Area  3  throuigli 
the  articles  on  the  varieties  of  churoh  polity  and 
on  Brethren  Church  govei-nment. 

The  topic  which  is  perhaps  the  most  significant 
in  The  Brethren  Church  is  its  Doctrine  featured  in 
Area  4.  Articles  pertaining  to  "Brethren  Theology 
and  Behever's  Life  Style"  along  with  thoughts 
relating  to  what  it  means  to  be  Progressive 
Brethren  give  a  good  Indepth  capsule  study  on  this 
subject. 

The  Brethren  faith  being  based  on  a  creedal 
nucleus  of  "The  Bible,  the  whole  Bible  and  noth- 
ing but  the  Bible",  an  area  dedicated  to  Brethren 
Bible  Study  (Area  5)  would  foUow  naturally 
that  of  Doctrine.  Two  such  studies,  "It's  AH  About 
Life"  and  "Life  in  God's  Service"  are  given  in 
this  portion  of  this  special  edition. 

Area  6  deals  with  various  ministries  throughout 
the  denomination.  These  are  the  ministries  of 
the  Mission  Board,  the  Seminary,  the  Benevolent 
Board,  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  the 
National  Lajonen's  Organization,  the  Board  of 
Christiian  Education,  and  the  World  Rehef  Board. 

There  will  be  a  limited  quantity  of  copies  of 
this  Identity  Issue  available  to  be  purchased  by 
ohurohes  or  individuals  for  a  minimum  price. 
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A  PORTRAIT 

Of  Representative  Groiving  Congregation! 

''WHAT  WE  BELIEVE  AND 
WHAT  WE  ARE  DOING  ABOUT  IT' 


DERBY.  KANSAS 


Derby,  Kansas  — 1965 

The  ministry  of  Christ  at  the  First  Brethren 
phurch  in  Derby,  Kansas  is  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tdting  of  my  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  of 
t)astoral  ministry.  It  is  exciting  because  people  are 
coming  to  know  Clirist  as  their  Lord  and  Saviour 
and  the  church  is  growing  at  the  rate  of  about 
100%  per  year. 

We  believe  this  is  happening  because  we  are 
doing  the  right  things.  And  we  are  doing  the 
things  we  are  doing  because  we  believe  In  them. 

We  believe  first  of  all  In  the  supremacy  of 
Qhrist  in  our  lives  and  in  the  life  of  His  Church. 
We  believe  that  He  wants  His  Church  to  grow — 
that  He  wants  our  church  to  grow.  And  we  believe 
that  it  will  grow  if  we  make  the  outreach  minis- 
try our  number  one  priority  m  the  life  of  our 
church.  We  also  beUeve  that  Christ  will  honor 
every  venture  His  people  take  in  faith.  We  are 
attempting  great  things  for  God  and  expecting 
great  things  from  God! 

When  my  family  and  I  arrived  on  the  field  near- 
ly two  years  ago  we  had  never  been  in  Kansas; 
never  met  the  people  here,  nor  they  us.  It  was  a 
move  of  faith  and  both  the  pastor  and  people  be- 
lieved that  we  were  brought  together  to  do  a  great 
work  for  God. 

One  of  the  first  things  we  did  as  a  church  was 
to  begm  praying  that  God  would  open  doors  and 
hearts  in  our  community  and  we  believed  that 
He  would  do  that  which  we  asked  of  Him.  We 
prayed  earnestly  and  regularly  for  this  to  happen. 
As  pastor,  I  began  to  put  "feet  on  this  prayer" 
in  a  door  bell  ringing  ministry.  I  went  from  door 
to  door  introducing  myself  as  the  new  pastor  of 
First  Brethren  and  seeking  to  find  families  that 
were  unchurched.  Soon  God  began  honoring  our 
faith  and  answering  our  prayer  and  a  few  families 
began  to  come.  We  set  a  goal  for  ourselves  of 
seeking  to  involve  one  new  family  eaoh  month 
in  the  life  of  our  church.  God  honored  tMs  chal- 
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lenging  goal  cind  each  month  since  Sept.  1973  (ex- 
cepting Aug.  1974)  we  have  realized  this  goal. 
Some  months  we  have  had  several  "Famllies-of- 
the  Month".  Many  of  these  people  have  united 
with  our  church;  some  have  attended  for  a  time 
and  then  moved  on,  or  moved  away.  But  a  very 
high  percentage  are  still  with  us. 

Since  we  were  govcig  after  famJlies,  we  began 
gearing  our  program  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
total  family.  God  Is  happy  when  we  get  the  chil- 
dren; He  is  happy  when  we  get  the  mothers;  but 
we  believe  that  He  wants  us  to  get  whole  famOies 
and  to  minister  to  the  whole  family.  When  total 
families  are  reached  they  become  more  respon- 
sible church  members  and  both  the  church  and 
the  home  are  strengthened.  So  we  have  developed 
programs  that  offer  something  for  every  member 
of  the  family,  nursery  through  adult,  at  every 
service.  That's  Sunday  morning,  both  Sunday 
School  and  Worship;  Sunday  evenin^g  and  Wednes- 
day evening.  We  find  new  families  are  really 
interested  and  challenged  by  this  total  ministry. 

It  was  not  long  until  we  realized  that  the  pastor 
would  need  a  lot  of  help  if  we  were  really  going 
to  achieve  the  maximum  effectiveness  in  both  our 
"outreach"  and  "Inreach"  programs.  We  secured 
the  help  of  Rev.  Arden  Gilmer  who  provided  a 
Seminar  to  train  lay  people  in  the  "How  To"  of 
personally  sharing  Christ  with  unbelievers.  From 
this  we  began  developing  what  Church  Growth 
people  call  Class  2  Leaders — those  whose  principle 
ministry  is  outreach.  God  is  honoring  this  min- 
istry and  souls  are  being  won  as  people  share 
Christ  with  others.  You  see,  we  beUeve  that  Churoh 
Growth  is  everybody's  business. 

As  the  pastor,  I  have  attended  several  Church 
Growth  Seminars  and  read  more  than  a  dozen 
books  related  to  Church  Growth.  As  we  have  put 
these  principles  to  work  in  our  church,  we  have 
found  them  to  be  highly  successful.  We  believe 
in  them  and  recommend  them  to  the  Brethren. 
We  first  did  a  self-analysis  of  our  church  to  see 
just  what  our  condition  was.  We  concluded  that 
we  were  sick  and  dying,  but  that  we  wanted  to 
live!  So  we  established  some  goals  for  our  church 
— numerical  goals  whereby  we  could  measure  our 
return  to  life  and  health.  We  did  some  possibility 
thinking  and  stretched  our  faith  and  God  has 
again  honored  that  trusting  relationship.  This 
goal  setting  was  done  in  June  1974  and  we  realized, 
or  exceeded,  nearly  every  goal  we  set  for  1974! 
God  continues  to  bless  us  with  new  families  and 
many  are  coming  to  Christ.  The  past  3  weeks  have 
seen   6   adults   coming  to  accept   Christ  as  Loird 
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and  Saviour.  These  represent  4  new  families. 
Praise  God! 

It  is  now  the  end  oi  May  and  we  have  already 
surpassed  our  membership  goal  for  1975! 

We  also  believe  that  for  a  church  to  really  grow 
there  must  be  a  discipling  program  (another  prin- 
ciple of  Church  Growth)  and  we  are  working 
very  hard  on  this.  Plans  are  underway  to  begin  a 
"New  Believers"  class  soon — as  soon  as  God  makes 
it  possible. 

One  of  the  great  things  we  have  learned  a^  a 
church  in  these  2  years  together  is  that  we  can 
really  trust  God  for  our  every  need.  Time  and 
time  again  we  have  needed  pianists,  Sunday  School 
workers  and  teachers   and  we  have  simply  laid 


our  needs  before  the  Lord  and  really  believe* 
that  He  would  meet  these  needs.  We  have  refusec 
to  worry  about  them.  And,  you  know,  He  ha;- 
never  failed  us!  Not  once! 

We  are  going  to  build  a  great  church  for  Chrisi 
here  in  Derby  because  God  wants  it  and  wiUs  ii 
and,  we.  His  people,  want  it  and  we  have  leamec 
to  let  HJim  work  through  us. 

George  W.  Solomon  is  the  pastor  of  The 
First  Brethren  Church  of  Derby,  Kansas, 
Member-at-large  of  Central  Council,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  Polity  Committee,  and 
secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing Company. 
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Trinity  —  Canton,  Ohio —  1 9  60 


I  have  been  asked  to  write  briefly  on  the  topic 
that  heads  this  article.  This  assignment  has  come 
to  me  since  my  church  is  among  those  which  re- 
ported a  107c  (or  over)  increase  in  membership 
in  1974.  I  am  not  writing  because  my  congregation 
has  suddenly  acquired  a  magic  formula  nor  be- 
cause as  their  pastor,  I  have  suddenly  come  up 
with  "all  the  right  answers". 

But  every  pastor  knows,  if  he  has  been  in  the 
ministry  a  few  years,  that  there  are  seaso'ns  of 
sowing,  and  seasons  of  harvesting.  1974,  for 
Trinity  Brethren  Church,  was  a  year  of  harvesting, 
and  we  were  happy  to  have  a  good  increase  in 
our  membership. 

As  most  of  you  are  aware,  our  church  was 
selected  as  one  of  the  Pilot  Congregations  in  the 
Church  Growth  effort  directed  by  Dr.  Winfield 
Arn  of  Arcadia,  California.  His  coming  to  Canton 
was  very  meaningful  in  that  he  forced  us  to  take 
a  long,  hard  look  at  ourselves  and  to  recognize  a 
number  of  facts  that  were  not  very  pretty  to  look 
at.  For  the  most  part.  Trinity  Brethren  Church 
saw  that  it: 

1)  Really  had  no  goals  for  itself; 

2)  Showed  far  too  little  concern  for  people 
outside  its  own  circle; 

3)  Permitted  most  of  the  work  of  the  congre- 
gation to  be  done  by  a  small  percentage  of 
its  members; 


4)  Had  no  great  feeUng  of  responsibility  foil 
church  growth  other  than  personal  attend-j 
ance  and  finaincial  support. 
With  the  coming  of  Dr.  Am,  there  was  a  greater 
motivation — ^of  more  people — than  had  been  ob- 
served in  a  long,  long  time.  And  as  members  began 
to  see  the  role  that  they  not  only  could,  but  ^ould, 
play  in  the  program  of  the  church,  an  enthusiasm 
began  to  develop  which  became  contagious. 

Perhaps  the  most  satisfying  thing  that  hap- 
pened as  far  as  I  am  concerned  was  to  see  people 
becoming  actively  involved  in  an  outreach  pro- 
gram for  the  first  time  in  their  Mves.  They  were 
moving  across  the  line  where  they  had  always  been 
"on  the  receiving  end"  to  the  point  where  they 
were  becoming  a  part  of  the  program  that  sees 
itself  as  "the  givers" — trying  to  reach  others,  oi' 
trying  to  motivate  others  to  become  more  actively 
involved  in  the  church. 

On  the  Sunday  following  Dr.  Am's  work  with 
us,  I  felt  led  to  speak  to  the  congregation  on  the 
subject:  "WHY  I  AM  YOUR  PASTOR."  My  mes- 
sage was  not  a  sermon,  as  such,  but  rather,  a 
straight-forward  testimony  of  my  faith,  my  call 
into  the  ministry,  God's  dealing  with  my  life,  and 
my  response  to  Him.  I  tried  through  this  message, 
to  challenge  others  to  let  God  direct  their  lives 
as  they  made  a  meaningful  commitment  to  Him. 
That  morning,  there  were  thlrty^five  who  respond- 
ed to  an  altar-call:  tiwenty-eight  for  rededication ; 
seven  for  membership  through  transfer  or  bap- 
tism. Three  additional  rededications  followed  on 
three  succeeding  Sundays,  and  thirteen  additional 
members  were  added  through  the  pastors'  class, 
through  transfer  and  through  baptism  in  the  final 
quarter  of  the  year. 

It  was  a  real  thriU  to  see  twelve  of  our  people 
out  one  Saturday  Afternoon  right  in  the  middle 
of  the  football  season  and  during  an  important 
game,  witnessing  of  their  faith  in  God  to  others, 
and  trying  to  lead  them  into  maMng  a  commit- 
ment to  Christ.  And  while  we  have  not  been  able 
to  maintain  the  same  high  level  of  interest  at  all 
times,  there  has  been  a  great  satisfaction  in  seeing 
six  or  eight  people  regularly  giving  of  their  time 
to  a  continuing  witnessing  program. 
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I  Certainly  such  faitOi  has  its  recompense.  God 
Uways  honors  faithfulness,  and  He  honored  our 
rongregation  by  adding  substantially  to  its  mem- 
)ership  in  1974. 

The  congregation  has  put  into  practice  a  num- 
)er  of  uinovations  since  the  Pilot  Program  was 
instituted.  Most  of  these  have  been  real  efforts  to 
jet  and  keep  people  involved.  Not  everyone  can 
dsit  or  witness  effectively;  nor  can  everyone  teach 
;uccessfully.  But  there  is  a  place  for  all  to  be 
nvolved  in  the  church  program  and  we  need  to 
ind  these  places  of  participation  and  see  that 
)eople  are  fitted  into  them.  We  have  been  using 
nany  of  our  people  as  "Greeters"  to  welcome 
ieople  to  church  and  Sunday  School  and  give 
hem  a  friendly  handshake.  The  number  of  our 
ishers  is  unlimited.  We  try  to  use  all  wiho  are 
villing  to  take  part.  We  have  some  people  who 
five  their  tune  in  cutting  the  church  lawns,  or 
lelping  in  other  similar  tasks — all  of  Which  are 
essential  to  the  successful  on-going  program  of 
he  church.  StUl  others  have  opened  their  homes 
ind  instituted  Home  Bible  Studies. 

Our  congregation  is  in  a  township  area,  outside 
>f  both  Canton  and  North  Canton  city  limits.  There 
Is  a  pocket  of  rougihly  one-hundred  homes  in  our 
mmediate  area,  ibut  the  coimmunity  in  which  we 
ire  located  is  not  growing.  It  is  a  neighborhood 
»f  some  Greek  or  Eastern  Orthodox,  Jewish, 
talian  (Roman  Catholic  I  and  a  variety  of  Prot- 
■stants.  Since  there  is  very  little  change  in  pop- 


ulation among  us,  with  very  few  new  families 
coming  or  going,  we  find  that  our  propects  must 
be  gotten  from  other  communities.  And  in  this 
very  fact,  we  could  find  our  greatest  potential  if 
our  people  could  always  keep  this  possibility  in 
mind.  Dr.  Am  stressed  strongly,  the  necessity  of 
"bridging"  —  the  program  of  today's  memibers 
being  the  means  whereby  new  people  are  intro- 
duced to  the  Church,  and  the  Church  to  new  peo- 
ple. Since  our  congregation  is  scattered,  living 
at  all  points  of  the  compass  from  the  church  (and 
as  much  as  fifteen  miles  away) — this  gives  us  a 
peculiar  outreach  into  many  communities.  The 
greatest  drawback  is  the  fear  on  the  part  of  many 
that  we  can't  attract  people  so  far  from  their 
homes. 

Next  Sunday  I  will  be  starting  a  new  pastor's 
class  again.  One  person  comes  from  the  southern 
extremity  of  Canton  about  eight  miles  away. 
Another  comes  from  the  Hartville  community — 
approximately  the  same  distance,  north.  These, 
and  others  like  them  are  the  ones  on  whom  we 
have  to  build,  and  they  all  have  to  be  found  by 
"bridging".  But  as  these  become  involved,  hope- 
fully, they  will  feel  led  to  involve  others,  and  so 
the  growth  wiU  continue. 

I  don't  know  what  the  future  holds  for  Trinity 
Brethren  Church,  but  I  know  Who  holds  the  fu- 
ture, and  I  feel  certain  that  as  we,  who  make  up 
the  church,  remain  faithful  to  God,  He  will  send 
the  increase. 


Ardmore  —  SOUTH  BEND.  INDIANA 


A  publicity  piece  we  use  at  Ardmore  contains 

ihis  statement  of  faith: 

We  believe  that  the  Bible  is  the  Word  of 
God,  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God,  and 
the  Chuirch  is  the  People  of  God.  We  believe 
■that  Jesus  Christ  is  God's  eternal  answer 
to  the  problems  which  plague  the  human 
race.  We  believe  that  His  death  on  the  cross 
is  the  remedy  for  man's  sinful  rebellion 
against  God.  We  believe  that  His  resurrec- 
tion from  the  dead  demonstrates  His  power 
over  sin  and  death.  We  beUeve  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  now  empowers  His  people  for  Chris- 
tian service.  We  believe  that  Jesus  Christ 
will  come  again  to  earth  to  co^mplete  God's 
eternal  plan  for  mankind  and  for  the  world. 

[Ms  same   publicity  piece  states  something  else 

vlhlch  helps  to  identify  wflio  we  are: 

The  First  Brethren  Church  of  Ardmore  is  a 
fellowship  of  persons  who,  as  believers,  have 
found  new  life  in  Jesus  Christ.  The  First 
Brethren  ^Church  of  Ardmore  is  a  co'mmunity 
of  persons  who  take  seriously  the  call  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  discipleship.  Discipleship 
is  expressed  in  Bible  study,  prayer,  worship, 
steiwardship,  witnessing,  and  other  acts  of 
Ohristian  devotion  and  service.  It  is  our  aim 
to  ibring  others  to  a  saving  knowledge  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  to  build  them  into  respon- 
sible members  of  His  OiurCh. 
These  two  statements  form  the  philosophy  of 

mr  ilife  and  work  as  a  churdh.  In  the  past  two 
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years  the  Lord  has  seen  fit  to  bless  our  life  and 
laibors  in  His  cause.  Let  me  relate  briefly  some 
areas  in  which  His  work  was  accompUshed  and 
is  being  accomplished. 

Much  of  the  recent  thrust  began  in  an  all- 
Sunday  meeting  held  on  September  9,  1973,  which 
we  called  (for  some  unknown  reason)  "Come  To- 
gether, Brethren".  We  opened  the  meeting  to  any 
of  our  constituency  who  cared  to  come  and  par- 
ticipate. We  had  a  carry-in  dinner  and  then 
launched  directly  into  the  work.  We  divided  all 
the  participants  into  four  study  groups:  Missions, 
Evangelism,  Stewardship,  and  Ohristian  Education. 
The  pastor  selected  a  leader-  for  each  group,  a 
person  who  was  not  necessarily  "at  home"  in  that 
area.  We  Aid  not  want  an  "expert"  but  a  le-ader 
in  each  group.  Each  group  was  asked  to  discuss 
questions  such  as:  What  are  our  goals  in  this 
area?  Are  we  reaching  them?  If  not,  iwhy  not? 
How  can  we  advance?  The  groups,  as  a  whole, 
became  so  excited  albout  their  study  that  they  had 
to  schedule  time  for  further  meetings!  We  had 
set  another  day,  "Come  Together,  Brethren  ill", 
on  October  7  to  bring  reaUstic  ideas  for  imple- 
mentation. Would  you  believe  that  the  pastor  had 
to  Slow  down  the  enthusiasm  because  each  group 
brought  so  many  proposals!  The  Stewardship 
group  proposed  a  "Tithe  Demonstration  Sunday", 
an  effort  to  demonstrate  the  financial  potential 
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of  the  church  if  every  wage-earner  tithed.  On  that 
particular  Sunday  we  went  about  $300  over  our 
weekly  budget  needs!  The  Christian  Education 
group  proposed  the  formation  of  a  workable  form 
of  a  Board  of  Christian  Education.  That  was  soon 
added  to  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  and  has 
been  functioning  steadily  ever  since.  The  Missions 
group  proposed  our  first  official  Missionary  Con- 
ference with  the  use  of  Faith  Promise  Giving.  The 
goal  for  our  first  year  was  $7000  (1974),  of  which 
we  received  about  $6000.  This  year  our  goal  is 
$10,000.  A  Missionary  Committee  was  established 
and  carries  out  the  promotion  of  missions  in  the 
church.  Each  of  these  has  been  tremendous,  but 
the  most  outstanding  area  of  -all  was  in  the  Evan- 
gelism group.  To  the  outcome  of  their  work  we 
now  turn. 

The  Evangelism  group  produced  a  document 
which  will  give  us  here  a  guideline  for  evangel- 
istic work  for  years  to  come.  Its  length  prohibits 
reproduction  here  but  we  wiU  relate  what  has  been 
done  with  it  thus  far.  The  Evangelism  group  called 
for  the  immediate  beginning  of  a  training  class 
for  personal  workers.  This  was  implemented  by 
the  use  of  Kennedy's  Evang-elisni  E.Yplosion  in 
class  form.  Evangelistic  visitation  began  imme- 
diately and  we  were  aU  surprised  when  people 
began  accepting  Jesus  Christ  into  their  hearts. 
The  group  set  a  goal  of  40  first-time  decisions  for 
the  year  1974.  As  the  year  closed  we  counted  50 
first- time  decisions  for  the  Lord!  Not  all  of  them, 
by  any  means,  joined  our  churdh,  but  26  of  them 
did.  We  set  our  minds  from  the  outset  not  to  let 
our  visits  become  mere  invitations  to  attend 
church.  We  invite  people  to  follow  Jesus  Christ; 
many  of  them  subsequently  follow  Him  into  our 
church. 

This  influx  of  new  members  necessitated  some 
kind  of  definite  discipling  methods.  Our  goal  is 
to  build  others  into  responsible  members  of  His 
Church.  We  have  found  that  this  is  more  demand- 
ing than  reaching  people  initially  for  Christ.  But 
our  efforts  were  centered  in  what  we  call  our 
"Christian  Big  Brother"  program.  Each  person 
who  comes  to  Christ  and  into  the  membership  of 
the  Ardmore  Brethren  Church  is  assigned  a  "Big 
Brother"  w^ho  ibecomes  his  Christian  friend.  The 
Big  Brother  (or  Sister)  leads  that  person  through 
a  series  of  Bible  studies  on  the  basics  of  the  Chris- 
tian life,  then  discusses  with  htm  the  background 
and  beliefs  of  the  Brethren  Church.  This  much  is 
done  in  the  new  Christian's  home.  Also  the  "Big 
Brother"  is  instructed  to  sit  with  his  "Little 
Brother"  in  the  worship  services,  encourage  him 
to  attend  all  the  services,  explain  What  the  various 
parts  of  the  worship  service  mean,  introduce  him 
to  members  of  the  church,  go  over  the  Constitution 
and  By-Laws  with  him,  explaining  the  organiza- 
tional workings  of  the  church,  and  po'int  out  to 
him  who  the  various  people  are  who  serve  in 
leadership  positions.  He  is  to  sit  with  him  at  the 
Communion  service  and  explain  the  meaning  of 
each  part  of  that  service.  As  it  turned  out,  the 
Christian  Big  Brother  program  is  a  great  surprise 
in  itself!  These  who  are  serving  as  Big  Brothers 
or  Sisters  are  being  blessed;  whole  families  have 
joined  in  on  what  started  out  as  an  individual 
Bible  study  and  some  later  came  and  confessed 
Christ!  We  have  found  out  that  the  ten  weeks 
usually  required   are  not  enough   and  considera- 


tions are  presently  being  made  to  make  the  one- 
to-one  method  much  more  lengthy.  Producing  dis- 
ciples is  not  done  in  "three  easy  steps"! 

We  have  found  a  rather  simple  thing  which  has 
contributed  so  much  to  our  evangelistic  efforts 
since  the  beginning  of  1974.  We  simply  caU  it 
worship  registration.  Others  call  it  Ritual  of 
Friendship  or  other  such  names.  By  having  wor- 
ship participants  register  each  Sunday  morning 
we  are  able  to  discover  our  visitors  more  accurate- 
ly and  to  chart  patterns  of  participation  by  others. 
Absentees  can  be  followed  up  more  consistently. 
The  value  of  this  simple  procedure  cannot  be 
measured. 

We  at  the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Ardmore  are 
having  a  growing  conscience  for  Church  Growth. 
Some  phase  of  the  subject  is  mentioned  at  nearly 
every  Board  Meeting  and  Business  Meeting.  We 
are  learning  that  our  task  is  not  merely  to  culti- 
vate one  another's  spiritual  Mfe  continuously  but 
to  cultivate  the  harvest  field  outside  the  walls  of 
the  church.  Our  location  as  a  church  building  is  in 
the  very  midst  of  crying  needs  and  we  are  search- 
ing for  better  ways  to  identify  those  needs,  iden- 
tify with  those  needs  and  bring  Jesus  Christ  to 
bear  upon  them.  There  are  many  of  us  who  think 
"our  church  has  real  possibilities". 

The  First  Brethren  Church  of  Ardmore  wasn't 
founded  in  1973  (when  the  present  pastor  arrived 
on  the  scene) ;  in  fact,  it  was  founded  in  1916  which 
makes  it  nearly  sixty  years  old.  It  was  not  stand- 
ing stiU  aU  those  years.  In  fact,  there  were  years 
when  the  attendances  were  higher  and  the  mem- 
bership was  larger  than  they  are  now.  But  the 
testimony  we  have  received  from  those  most 
deeply  involved  in  the  present  life  of  the  church 
is  unanimous  that  what  has  been  happening  in 
the  last  two  years  is  different  from  those  great 
gains  from  earlier  years.  The  difference,  accord- 
ing to  these  testimonies,  is  that  the  lay  people 
themselves  have  been  the  harvesters!  This  is  not 
to  judge  any  previous  pastors'  methods  but  merely 
to  say  that  this  is  the  present  way  in  which  God 
is  blessing  this  congregation. 

Another  aspect  of  our  present  emphasis  is  the 
place  of  the  pulpit  in  the  program  of  the  church. 
Our  pulpit  is  in  the  center!  Preaching,  for  aU  its 
weaknesses,  is  stEJ  a  pa-imary  method  of  God's 
blessing  in  our  minds.  We  have  attempted  to 
preach,  not  editorials  on  yesterday's  news  events 
although  we  are  not  out  of  touch  with  our  world; 
not  multiplied  illustrations  closely  or  remotely 
related  to  a  text  of  Scripture  although  we  believe 
that  God's  truth  needs  to  be  well  Illustrated;  but 
rather,  we  find  expository  preaching  to  be  the 
most  satisfactory  for  our  purposes.  We  would 
count  it  an  irresponsibiUty  were  "the  hungry 
sheep  to  look  up  and  not  be  fed".  This  is  not  to 
say  how  someone  else  ought  to  preach  to  their 
flock  but  merely  to  relate  how  the  Lord  has 
blessed  us  and  led  us.  The  messages  may  not  be 
sensational,  loud  or  dynamic  (as  far  as  human 
appearances  go),  but  we  have  found  that  there 
is  power  lin  the  preaching  of  the  Word,  especially 
when  it  is  done  in  an  expository  way. 

Over  the  door  to  our  sanctuary  we  have  a  beauti- 
ful sign  which  says,  "Praise  the  Lord".  This  is 
not  a  shibboleth  or  watchword  but  an  invitation 
to  aU  who  enter  those  doors  to  lift  up  their  hearts 
and  voices  to  the  Lord.  It  is  an  attempt  to  help 
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every  worshipper  to  think  of  Jesus  Qhiist  and  look 
up  to  Him.  We  all  know  there  is  no  ideal  congre- 
gation (and  there  is  no  ideal  pastor).  We  all  have 
our  strengths  and  weaknesses.  This  is  why  we  so 
often  must  remember  that  anything  of  value,  any- 
thing of  lasting  success  is  because  of  the  effective 
working  power  of  God.  Authors  of  books  often 
say  in  their  prefaces,  "Any  benefits  from  this 
book  I  must  share  with  so-and-so,  but  any  errors 
I  must  assume  for  myseK".  Blessings  from  our 
Qhurch  must  be  credited  to  Jesus  Christ;  the 
weaknesses  and  faults  we  assume  for  ourselves. 


Brian  Moore  is  pastor  of  Ardmore  Breth- 
ren Church  of  South  Bend,  Indiana-.  He  is 
Assistant  Secretary-Treasurer  and  a  member 
of  the  Ministerial  and  Congregational  Rela- 
tions Board  of  the  Indiana  District  Confer- 
ence Ch'ganization.  He  is  a  director  on  the 
National  Board  of  Christian  Education  of 
The  Brethren  Church. 


MASSILLON.  OHrO 


The  Massillon  Brethren  Church  is  a  mission 
church  in  a  community  that  cotild  be  described 
as  a  "melting  pot."  People  from  most  stratas  of 
society,  culture,  and  educational  backgrounds  can 
be  found  within  a  few  blocks  of  the  church.  The 
very  fact  that  the  Brethren  Church  is  not  well 
known  as  a  denomination  makes  the  above  state- 
ment very  important  to  us.  There  must  be  answers 
to  the  two  questions  implied  in  the  statement. 
There  must  be  a  corps  of  people  who  know  what 
Bhey  believe  before  they  will  ^hare  that  faith  with 
others. 

It  is  our  goal  to  establish  a  congregation  that 
sxalts  Jesus  Christ  and  ministers  to  the  needs  of 
people.  If  we  are  successful  in  meeting  our  goal, 
people  will  know  what  we  believe  because  we  wiU 
be  telling  them  by  word  and  deed. 

Personally,  I  must  admit  that  untU  recently  I 
have  been  struggling  with  an  inferiority  complex 
because  of  the  smallness  of  our  denomination. 
Lfpon  teUing  someone  I  was  from  the  Brethren 
Dhurdh  and  seeing  a  blank  look  or  hearing,  "I 
never  heard  of  the  Brethren,"  I  became  somewhat 
iefensive  and  began  making  excuses,  etc.  I  realize 
now  that  I  have  been  missing  ideal  oppoirtunities 
to  tell  people  about  Jesus  Christ  and  what  the 
Brethren  believe.  For  example,  just  a  few  days 
ago  a  young  man  said  to  me,  "I  never  heard  of 
the  Brethren  Church.  Tell  me  what  you  believe.", 
Satan  almost  trapped  me  again,  but  the  Holy  Spirit 
prompted  me  to  share  Christ  with  him.  I  probably 
will  never  see  that  young  man  again  but  he  knows 
the  most  important  part  of  What  the  Brethren 
believe  because  he  asked  Jesus  Christ  to  be  his 
personal  Savior. 

There  are  various  other  ways  we  have  used  to 
teU  people  what  we  ibelieve.  A  second  lighted  cross 
was  installed  on  the  outside  of  the  church.  Bro- 
chures are  used  in  door  to  door  visitation  and  are 
given  to  each  visitor.  The  brochure  tells  about  our 
services,  program,  and  contains  the  message  of  the 
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Brethren  ministry.  Recently  we  surveyed  a  oom- 
mimity  to  find  unchurched  people.  The  unchurched 
people  have  gone  on  to  our  prospect  list  and  'WiU 
receive  further  attention  froim  us. 

Our  reason  for  existence  is  not  to  become  a 
refuge  for  displaced  Brethren  but  to  be  an  evan- 
gelistic arm  of  the  Brethren  Church  to  reach  as 
many  people  with  the  message  of  Christ  as  possi- 
ble, then  to  disciple  those  'people  so  that  they  too 
will  share  their  faith. 

Our  ultimate  goal  is  to  allow  Christ  to  develop 
a  congregation  where  His  love  and  concern  can 
be  experienced. 

WHAT  DO  WE  BELIEVE?  1-Jesus  Christ  is 
the  only  way  of  salvation.  2-We  have  been  placed 
in  the  Massillon  area  to  teU  people  about  the  WAY 
of  salvation.  3-We  are  to  develop  responsible 
dhurch  members. 

WHAT  ARE  WE  DOING  ABOUT  YT7  We  are 
trying  to  use  the  gifts  God  has  given  us  to  tell  as 
many  as  possible  what  we  believe.  We  know  there 
is  much  more  that  we  can  do  and  will  do  in  the 
near  future.  We  believe  God  is  going  to  lead  us 
to  205  people  in  the  next  four  and  one  half  years. 
Our  goal  for  responsible  members  at  that  time  is 
250.  This  wiU  require  a  serious  commitment  from 
our  present  45  members. 

We  are  planting,,  watering,  and  cultivating,  but 
it  is  God  who  gives  the  increase.  We  are  thajiking 
and  praising  Him  for  wlhat  He  has  done  and  wihat 
He  is  going  to  do. 

Ronald  L.  Waters  is  pastor  of  the  Brethren 
Churxh  located  in  Massillon,  Ohio.  He  is 
serving  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  Retirement  Fund,  Inc.  He  also 
is  serving  on  the  Board  of  Evangelists  of 
the  Ohio  DistHct  Conference  Organization. 


BRADENTON,  FLORIDA 


There  is  much  talk  today  about  Church  growth 
and  the  fact  that  it  can  happen.  Like  most  Chris- 
tians, we  realize  that  people  need  to  "get  saved," 
but  also  like  a  lot  of  other  Christians  there  was 
the  time  when  we  thought  someone  else  was  going 
to  do  the  leg  .work.  We  knew  that  the  fields  were 
ripe  and  ready  for  harvest,  and  that  the  work 
had  to  be  done  while  it  was  day.  But,  even  with 
bhls  knowledge  of  the  teaching  of  scripture,  and 
the  knowledge  of  the  world  around  us,  we  were 
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aU  too  willing  to  sit  back  and  let  someone  else 
do  the  job.  But,  "PRAISE  THE  LORD",  things  are 
changing  here  in  Bradenton!  We  at  the  Bradenton 
Churdh  have  come  to  the  realization  that  if  the 
work  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  going  to  get  done 
then  it  is  up  to  each  one  of  us  to  do  OUR  part. 

As  we  have  looked  at  ourselves,  our  community, 
and  the  teachings  of  our  Lord,  we  have  reahzed 
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anew  that  "there  are  diversities  of  gifts."  It  is  up 
to  each  of  us  to  ask  the  Lord  Jesus  to  show  us 
just  what  special  way  we  can  use  the  gift,  or  gifts, 
that  He  has  given  us  to  aooompjish  the  TOTAL 
worli  that  there  is  to  do  done  in  our  area.  We  have 
found  that  when  only  a  few  in  the  church  try  to 
do  the  total  job,  then  nothing  gets  done  to  the 
greatest  possible  extent.  When  any  one  person  in 
the  church  fails  to  do  his  or  her  taslc  then  the 
task  must  either  go  undone,  or  be  given  to  someone 
else  that  is  already  "over-jobbed".  Thus  the  task  is 
not  done  as  efficiently  as  possible.  When  the  work 
of  the  church  is  done  in  this  manner,  what  we  are 
really  saying  is  that  we  feel  that  the  work  of 
Christ  here  on  this  earth  is  really  not  as  important 
as  we  sometimes  pretend. 

To  all  of  us  it  is  a  new  experience  to  be  work- 
ing lin  a  "new"  church.  To  the  new  Christians  it  is 
a  "new"  experience  to  be  working  in  any  church. 
We  have  found  that  to  be  a  part  of  a  new  mission 
church  is  both  thrilling  and  upsetting.  It  is  thrill- 
ing to  see  the  way  that  iGod  can  work  to  bring 
about  His  will.  It  is  thrilling  ito  see  the  way  that 
He  brings  together  people  from  all  walks  of  life 
and  all  parts  of  the  country  to  do  the  work  that 
He  has  to  be  done  in  this  area.  It  is  thriOing  to 
see  Him  open  doors  at  just  the  right  time.  It  is 
thrilling  to  see  how  other  people  are  interested  in 
the  work  that  we  are  trying  to  do  for  Him.  It  is 
thrilling  to  see  how  different  ones  have  gone  out 
of  their  way  to  give  help  in  so  many  different 
ways.  It  is  thrilling  to  see  how  God  was  at  work 
in  the  area  before  our  first  services  were  held, 
and  how  He  was  working  in  the  lives  of  the  people 
of  the  community  to  prepare  them  for  this  exten- 
sion of  His  work.  It  is  thrilling  to  see  Him  take 
new  and  old  Christians  and  use  tooth  for  His  glory. 


Yes,  we  have  found  that  it  is  thniUing  to  ;be  a 
part  of  a  new  mission  Churoh,  but  it  is  also  up- 
setting. It  is  upsetting  w^hen  we  realize  that  even 
in  a  new  mission  church  Satan  is  alive  and  work- 
ing. There  have  ibeen  times  his  ugly  presence  was 
seen  and  felt,  but  we  praise  God  that  there  never 
has  been  the  time  when  Satan  got  control!  We 
know  that  our  Lord  is  big  enough  to  help  us 
through  ALL  problems.  So,  even  when  problems 
have  come,  we  have  seen  God  at  work,  and  as  a 
result,  the  problems  have  been  a  means  by  which 
God  has  helped  us  to  grow  in  our  faith.  We  £ire 
beginning  to  learn  as  someone  has  said,  that  "faith 
is  always  bom  in  a  great  impossibility.  What  man 
could  never  do  by  himself  God  can  easily  do 
through  that  man  if  the  man  wdll  trust  God  for  it." 

We  are  motivated  iby  the  fact  that  we  are  God's 
children.  We  believe  that  God  wants  everyone  to 
be  brought  into  His  family  the  same  way  we  were 
— by  accepting  the  free  gift  of  salvation  through 
Jesus  Christ.  We  believe  that  Christ  has  given  us 
the  task  of  telling  those  that  we  come  in  contact 
with,  that  SAME  GOOD  NEWS  that  was  told  to 
us.  Therefore,  we  are  using  every  means  possible, 
from  our  mouths,  our  hands,  and  our  feet,  to  the 
newspaper  and  telephone.  We  don't  know  everyone 
that  the  Lord  is  going  to  lead  us  to,  but,  we  do 
know  that  we  are  asking  Him  to  help  us  toe  ready 
eveytime  He  has  something  for  ojs  to  do  in  His 
great  work! 

Ri(^s  Gordon  is  pastor  of  the  newly  formed 
Brethren  Church  in  Bradenton,  Floridu.  He 
is  serving  on  the  Conference  Membership 
Committee  of  the  Gen&ml  Conference  Orf/av- 
ization  of  Brethren  Ch^^rches. 


Berlin,  Pa,,  about  1881 


Manteca,  Calif.  — 1971 
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Germantown  Meetinghouse  — 1770 

ORIGINS  AND  HISTORY  OF  THE 
BRETHREN  CHURCH 

by  Gene  R.  Hollinger 


Two-himdred-siixty-seven  years  ago  the  Brethren 
Ohurch  began  as  their  leader  was  irmmersed  three 
times  in  the  Eder  River  in  Schwarzenau,  Ger- 
many. But  the  background  for  this  action  in  1708 
had  its  beginning  in  the  Protestant  Reformation 
of  1517,  and  even  before  that.  The  decades  follow- 
ing il517  were  fBled  with  Counter-Refoirmation,  a 
"Christian"  Civil  war,  that  no  one  can  speak  of 
with  pride. 

During  this  time  the  lines  were  drawn,  state 
churches  were  established:  Catholic,  Lutheran  ajid 
Reformed.  If  you  did  not  fall  in  line  with  the 
dhurch  of  your  Tegion,  you  were  not  only  negli- 
gent in  your  duty  to  God  and  subject  to  the  ban, 
but  were  accused  of  civil  disobedience,  and  sub- 
ject to  trial,  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Alexander  Mack,  his  followers,  and  other  Ana- 
baptists and  pietistic  groups  felt  that  the  Reforma- 
tion Church  had  bogged  down  and  was  being 
ensnared  in  ritual  and  form  again.  They  turned 
to  the  Word  of  God  and  studied  it  diligently  and 
then  sought  to  order  their  lives  by  it.  They  prayed 
for  the  Holy  Spirit  to  light  their  search. 

The  origins  of  the  Brethren  Church  fall  into  a 
group  called  Anabaptist.  The  term  Anabaptist  is 


one  that  covered  a  wide  diversity  of  belief.  They 
were  among  the  chief  critics  of  the  Reformers. 
They  were  agreed  not  only  in  their  views  of  (be- 
liever's baptism,  but  also  in  their  repudiation  of 
the  Reformer's  use  of  the  state  to  implement 
Christian  ideas.  They  had  the  name  Anabaptist, 
(one  who  re-baptizes),  given  to  them  by  leaders 
of  the  three  state  churches.  It  later  evolved  in 
usage  to  anyone  who  stood  out  against  authori- 
tative state  religion.  The  Anabaptist's  repudiated 
the  name  insisting  that  infant  baptism  did  not 
constitute  true  baptism  and  that  they  were  not 
in  reality  re-baptizers.  Baptism  itself  was  not  the 
primary  matter  in  the  testimony  of  the  radical 
movement.  The  (radicals  wanted  to  be  known  as 
"Bruder",  (Brethren),  or  by  some  other  non- 
sectarian  name,  and  were  far  indeed  from  the 
later  insistence  of  some  Baptists  on  a  formal  pre- 
cision in  ritual.  Frank  H.  Littell's  definition  seems 
to  me  to  catdh  the  spirit  of  our  origins:  The  Ana- 
baptists proper  were  those  in  the  Radical  Refor- 
mation who  gathered  and  disciplined  a  "True 
Church"  upon  the  apostolic  pattern  as  they  under- 
stood it.  And  Philip  Schaff's  comment  throws 
further  light:  The  Reformers  aimed  to  ireform  the 
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old  Church  by  the  Bible;  the  radicals  attempted 
to  ibuUd  a  new  Church  froan  the  Bible. 

The  early  Brethren  by  living  in  obedience  to  the 
light  shed  by  their  study  of  Holy  Scripture,  in- 
curred the  wrath  of  many.  Persecution  and  death 
followed  for  many.  Refuge  was  sought  in  Holland 
and  only  eleven  years  after  its  beginning,  the 
Brethren  Church  began  to  migrate  to  America  to 
find  religious  freedom.  They  settled  in  the  Phil- 
adelphia area  in  1719.  The  Brethren  in  America 
had  some  problems  at  first  and  some  division 
occurred.  But  after  awhile  the  congregations  took 
hold  and  flourished.  In  it's  first  fifty  years 
Benjamin  Franklin  recorded  this  observation  of 
the  Brethren:  "When  we  were  first  drawn  together 
as  a  society  ...  it  pleased  God  to  enlighten  our 
minds  so  far  as  to  see  that  some  doctrines,  which 
were  esteemed  truths,  were  errors,  and  that  others 
which  we  had  esteemed  errors  were  real  truths. 
From  time  to  time  He  has  been  pleased  to  afford 
us  further  light,  and  our  principles  have  been  im- 
proving and  our  errors  diminishing."  This  doctrine 
of  new  ligiht  allows  each  generation  to  come  fresh 
to  the  truths  of  God. 

You  can  find  a  lot  of  references  to  the  unity  of 
fellowship,  love,  obedience  and  Godly  life  the 
early  Brethren  exemplified.  They  were  a  people 
Off  Love. 

But  our  history  also  records  some  division.  A 
close  friend  and  teacher  of  Alexander  Mack  never 
openly  joined  with  him.  Ernest  Christopher  Hock- 
mann  warned  the  Brethren;  "I  want  to  advise 
waxmly,  however,  that  they  do  not  begin  a  sec- 
tarian spirit  against  others  who  are  not  inwardly 
impelled  to  the  outward  baptism,  as  it  usually 
happens  with  such  matters."  J.  S.  Flory  says  that 
Hochmann's  'Confession  of  Faith',  written  in  1702, 
was  next  to  the  Bible,  the  most  important  influ- 
ence that  led  to  the  organization  of  the  German 
Baptist  or  Tunker  church.  In  later  years  Hoch- 
mann's criticism  of  the  Brethren  movement  grew 
sharper.  He  was  keenly  disappointed  in  them,  and 
looked  upon  them  as  sectarian  and  divisive.  Most 
■of  the  divisions  that  have  taken  place  since  1708 
have  concerned  inward  and  outward  emphases, 
as  Hochmann  prophesized  happens  with  such 
matters.  Spiritual  life  deteriorates  the  moment 
it  becomes  static  or  adopts  sell-conscious  airs  over 
its  comparative  excellence. 

Both  estimates  of  the  Brethren  are  true.  We 
have  been  and  are  a  people  of  love.  We  have  been 
a  divisive  people  at  times ;  1882  the  division  of  Old 
Order  Brethren,  Conservative  Brethren  and  the 
Progressive  Brethren;  1939  the  division  of  Grace 
Brethren    and    Progressive    Brethren.    Evidently 


love  did  not  rule.  This  criticism  is  not  included 
in  order  to  be  negative  or  run  down  the  early 
Brethren,  ibut  that  we  might  be  alert  and  see  to  it 
that  a  divisive  spirit  not  be  allowed  among  us. 
But  may  we  have  love  one  for  another  so  that  all 
men  might  know  that  we  are  His  disciples.  The 
love  of  the  Brethren  was  and  is  a  strong  witness 
to  Christ,  one  that  made  an  impact  on  the  Colonies 
and  has   contributed  to  American  Protestantism. 

It  is  good  for  us  to  know  that  a  small  group 
met  in  an  open  study  of  the  Bible  and  became 
obedient  to  the  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit  that  we 
might  express  our  Christian  discipleship  as 
Brethren.  Herold  Bender,  a  man  representing  the 
Anabaptist  part  of  our  heritage,  has  described  our 
role  in  Christianity  as  follows:  "For  the  Ana- 
baptist, the  church  was  neither  an  institution 
(Catholicism),  nor  the  instrument  of  God  for  the 
proclamation  of  the  Word  (Lutheranism),  nor  a 
resource  group  for  individual  piety  (Pietism).  It 
was  a  brotherhood  of  love  in  which  the  fulness  of 
the  Christian  ideal  is  to  be  expressed." 

The  church  does  not  have  to  be  a  slave  to  the 
past  but  I  feel  it  helps  to  'be  aware  of  the  past. 
Jesus  told  His  disciples,  "If  the  Son  makes  you 
free,  then  you  wUl  be  truly  free".  (Jn.  8:32  TEV) 
Christ  did  not  set  men  free  to  come  under  bond- 
age again;  to  Alexander  Mack's  way  of  doing  or 
believing,  or  Holsinger's  or  any  man's  way  of  doing 
or  believing.  We  are  not  to  be  In  bondage  to  any 
system,  either  the  Brethren  way,  the  Lutheran, 
Methodist,  Catholic  or  any  other.  But  as  the  truth 
makes  us  free  from  bondage  to  sin,  we  become 
slaves — not  servants,  but  friends — of  Christ.  We 
no  longer  serve  sin,  but  HIM.  The  keynote  of  all 
Jesus'  teaching  to  His  dfeciples  was,  "I  call  you 
not  servants  .  .  .  but  I  have  called  you  friends", 
(Jn.  15:15),  and  if  that  keynote  had  been  remem- 
bered. His  followers  of  a  later  day  could  never 
have  fallen  into  the  mistake  of  trying  to  stifle 
thought  by  loading  men  with  infallible  dogmas 
demanding  imfxlicit  assent.  "Not  slaves,  but 
friends",  said  Jesus.  Not — "There  is  the  truth: 
accept  it  or  peri^!",  but  "I  am  the  Truth:  live 
with  me  and  you  will  find  it."  His  teaching  was 
authoritative  always,  overbearing  and  dogmatic 
never. 

The  world  is  not  really  interested  in  our  paro- 
chial concerns,  but  is  interested  in  Christ  when 
He  is  offered  in  Love.  May  the  Brethren  be  iden- 
tified by  His  Love. 

Elder  Gene  R.  Hollinger  is  pastor  of  the 
Lhethren  Church  in  Gratis.  Ohio. 
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Inasmuoh  as  many  have  brought  to  light  the 
beginnings  and  ttiistory  of  the  Brethren  Church, 
tiiis  writer  thinks  it  wise  not  to  attempt  to  tra- 
verse ground  already  weU  covered.  Rather,  rem- 
iniscences bring  to  mind  the  marvelous  workings 
of  God  which  enabled  one  family  to  discover  the 
Brethren  Church  and  to  continue  finding  satis- 
factions and  blessings  in  Christian  -living  with  the 
Progressive  Brethren  Church. 

The  father  of  this  family  was  one  of  'Several  sons 
of  a  so-called  Old  Order  Dunkard,  circuit-riding 
preacher  who  attempted  to  maintain  strict  dis- 
cipline among  his  boys  with  the  aid  of  a  trusty 
buggy  whip.  This  parental  guidance  did  not  suc- 
ceed in  bringing  all  of  the  sons,  including  the  one 
mentioned,  into  membership  or  activity  in  the 
churOh. 

The  mother  was  one  of  six  children  in  an  un- 
churched, but  respectable,  upright  family,  also 
receiving  strict  ohild-training.  These  two  individ- 
uals grew  up  and  met  in  a  country  co^mmunity 
which  included  an  Old  Order  Churdh  and  a 
Dunkard  Church.  As  these  young  people  sub- 
sequently married  and  began  their  own  home, 
they  worked  hard,  sornetimes  seven  days  a  week, 
to  provide  for  their  family.  Their  three  children 
grew  up  fa  an  atmospihere  of  love,  cleanliness,  and 
absence  of  bad  habits. 

But,  although  they  were  well  acquainted  with 
Dunkard  beliefs  and  practices,  the  young  couple 
found  no  time  for  the  iChuroh.  They  spent  many 
Sunday  afternoons  with  relatives,  discussing  and 
arguing  a!bout  the  church's  dress  restrictions, 
prayer  coverings,  etc.  They  could  quote  a  Bible 
verse  that  said  of  the  woman,  "her  hair  is  given 
her  for  a  covering."  These  admonitions  did  little 
to  attract  them  to  the  church. 

Despite  their  own  negligence  with  regard  to 
church  attendance,  they  permitted  the  children  to 
go  or  to  be  taken  to  Sunday  school;  and  they, 
themselves,  attended  revival  meetmgs  once  in  a 
great  while.  However,  they  felt  that  much  of  the 
activity  in  many  churches  was  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  off  new  clothing,  especially  at 
communion. 

When  the  family  later  moved  to  the  city  where 
the  teen-age  boy,  the  oldest,  was  a  high  school 
freshman,  the  mother's  co'nscience  began  to  dis- 
turb the  family  equanimity.  Of  course,  no  one 
paid  much  attention  to  her  at  first,  but  the  feel- 
ing of  need  for  a  church  persisted,  and  finally  she 
discovered  fa  the  newspaper  church  announce- 
ments a  Brethren  church  oin  the  other  side  of  the 
city.  She  had  said  on  former  occasions,  "If  I  could 
fmd  a  church  that  believes  like  the  Dunlcards,  but 
does  not  make  silly  restrictions  on  dress  or  require 
prayer  coverfags  for  women,  this  would  be  the 
church  I  would  prefer." 

Ffaaily,  after  much  motherly  needlfag,  she 
succeeded  fa  gettfag  the  family  to  visit  this 
Brethren  'Church  on  a  Sunday  everdng.  The  meet- 
ing place  was  not  an  Imposing  edifice,  but  a  small 
frame  building  fa  a  somewhat  undesirable  area, 
pastored  Iby  a  recent  graduate  of  Ashland  College. 
Nevertheless,    the    sfacere    friendlfaess    of    this 
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pastor,  his  wife  and  daughter,  as  well  as  the  faith- 
ful, godly  members  of  the  little  congregation,  drew 
this  family  fa.  They  discovered  an  atmosphere 
Which  made  going  to  church  a  pleasure. 


After  heairfag  the  claims  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
the  doctrfaes  of  the  church,  based  idirectly  on  the 
New  Testament,  the  mother  and  her  parents,  who 
were  both  in  their  sixties,  were  baptized  and  be- 
came members  of  the  Brethren  Church.  Mother 
had  found  her  ideal  Church.  The  father  and  teen- 
age son  confessed  Christ  together,  after  a  short, 
stubborn  hold-out. 

AU  of  this  took  place  just  fifty-five  years  ago, 
and  Brother  Fred  Vanator  will  recognize  the 
events  as  an  early  part  of  his  pastoral  experience 
in  Canton,  Ohio. 

In  this  church  the  "wayward"  son  found  his 
ideal  girl  who  had  been  attending  the  church  since 
the  age  of  three.  Together,  they  have  received 
God's  blessfag  now,  for  almost  fifty  years. 

So  God,  in  His  mysterious  ways  led  one  family 
to  discover  their  ideal  'New  Testament  Church. 
No  doulbt,  similar  experiences  could  be  recounted 
•by  many  families.  This  writer  was  the  teen-age 
son  Who  still  wonders  at  how  God  made  all  this 
possible.  Maybe  there  are  some  clues  here  as  to 
how  God  can  use  His  people  to  help  others  discover 
the  Brethren  Churdh. 


Dr.  L.  E.  Lindower  is  a  former  Dean  and 
head  Librarian  of  Ashland  College  having 
served  previoushj  in  various  pastorates  of 
The  Brethren  Church.  He  is  presently  serv- 
ing on  the  Committee  of  Committees  and  the 
Fraternal  Relations  Committee  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  Organization.  He  is  also 
serving  as  a  mem,her  of  the  Rules  and 
Organization  Committee  and  Ministerial  Ex- 
aniing  Board  of  The  Ohio  District  Conference 
Organization  of  Brethren  Cluirches. 
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POLITY 

WHAT  ON  EARTH  IS  CHURCH  POLITY^ 


Twice  I  have  been  approached  about  iwriting  for 
THE  EVANGELIST  on  this  subject — by  two  dif- 
ferent individuals.  My  immediate  reaction  both 
times  was,  "This  is  not  for  me!  I  am  neither  a 
theologian  nor  the  son  of  a  theologian  and  Church 
Government  is  just  not  my  bag!" 

However,  we  continue  to  use  the  word  POLITY 
and  it  frequently  crops  up  in  our  reading,  so  it 
does  deserve  some  attention.  But  at  the  outset, 
since  I  know  I  am  not  an  expert  in  this  field, 
what  I  have  to  say  on  the  subject  will  necessarily 
be  couched  in  simple  terms  with  the  full  intention 
of  making  it  as  readable  as  possible. 

Furthermore,  I  suppose  I  feel  a  Wt  like  the 
young  man  who  thoug'ht  he  was  madly  in  love 
with  a  beautiful  young  girl.  He  frequently  told 
her  he  loved  her,  and  in  varying  ways  he  gave 
indieatioins  of  this  love.  However,  the  young  lady 
was  terribly  disappointed  in  her  young  swain's 
letters  when  they  were  separated,  for  the  letters 
always  appeared  to  be  so  cold  and  formal.  His 
explanation  to  her  was  that  he  didn't  feel  he  should 
put  his  thoughts  in  writing  until  he  was  definitely 
sure  of  his  feelings  for  her.  To  put  my  thoughts 
on  Church  Polity  in  writing,  for  publication,  seems 
a  little  Uke  going  out  on  a  limb,  and  causes  me 
some  hesitancy. 

Bo«m  of  Mennonite  parentage,  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  I  later  turned 
these  into  stepping  stones  into  the  Brethren 
Church.  Attending  a  seminary  whose  Dean  was 
an  Episcopalian,  w'hose  Ho^mUetics  professor  was 
Methodist,  whose  professor  of  Preadhing  and 
Public  Speaking  was  Lutheran,  whose  Old  Test- 
ament and  New  Testament  professors  were  Pres- 
byterians, and  Whose  professor  of  World  Religion 
and  Missions  was  Baptist,  I  was  rather  early  in 
my  ministry  introduced  into  an  ecumenical  area 
of  thinking.  As  a  consequence,  when  I  have  tried 
to  consider  a  definition  for  Church  Polity  I  find 
that  I  can't  much  improve  on:  "the  extensive 
system  by  wihidh  a  deno<mination  governs  itself, 
or  is  governed." 

We  usually  are  in  agreement  that  there  are 
basically  three  farms  of  church  government:  (1) 
the  Episcopal;  (2)  the  Presbyterian;  and  (3)  the 
Congregational.  The  Brethren  Church,  of  course, 
holds  to  the  latter  as  its  form  of  control.  But  really, 
there  seems  to  be  no  strictly  pure  form  in  exis- 
tence of  any  of  these  three.  Either  by  the  process 
of  osmosis,  or  by  "spUl-over"  or  by  a  pecuUar 
kind  of  co-mingling,  it  appears  that  all  three 
forms  are  affected  in  one  way  or  another  by  each 
other. 

For  an  example,  the  Episcopalians  use  pres- 
byters 'in  their  various  synods,  and  many  of  their 
congregation  fohow  some  programs  strictly  as 
they  feel  led  to  do.  (Notable  in  this  latter  area 
is  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Oberlin,  Ohio,  where 
recently  the  Rector  of  the  local  congregation 
chose  to  permit  ordained  wo^men  priests  to  assist 
in  the  serving  of  communion  to  his  congregation. 
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Even  as  I  write  this  account,  the  Episcopal  Church 
is  holding  a  trial  in  Akron  to  determine  -whether 
or  not  it  is  permissible  to  "transgress"  to  this 
extent  in  the  Episcopal  form  of  government,  for 
priesthood  has  thus  far  been  denied  to  women  in 
this  particular  conini union.) 

On  the  other  hand,  we  find  Presbyterians  who 
are  under  the  direction  of  a  Moderator,  and  many 
groups  who  claim  to  be  congregationaiiy  governed 
(such  as  the  Brethren  and  the  Baptist)  also  elect 
a  Moderator  or  President  to  supervise  the  pro- 
grams of  their  churdhes. 

But  the  three  systems  do  exist,  and  there  are 
distinct  differences,  and  the  purpose  of  this  paper 
is  to  examine  those  differences.  Let  us  begin,  then, 
with  a  look  at  the  Episcopal  form: 

I.  EPISCOPAL 

Leon  Morris  says  that  "Episcopacy  is  the  system 
in  which  the  chief  ministers  of  the  church  are 
bishops,  others  being  Presbyters  (or  priests)  and 
deacons." 

This  accounts  for  the  necessity  of  a  church 
trial  for  the  young  rector  of  the  Oberlin  congre- 
gation. According  to  the  traditional  interpretation 
of  his  church,  he  over-stepped  his  authority  in 
permitting  women  priests  to  serve  communion. 
This  denomination  is  presently  struggling  with 
the  question  of  whether  or  not  to  allow  women's 
ordination  to  the  priesthood,  and  until  this  matter 
is  settled,  certainly  the  Bishops  will  frown  on 
wo'men  priests  being  given  rights  usually  reserved 
only  to  duly  ordained  priests  or  Bishops. 

Those  who  try  to  find  the  Episcopal  system  in 
the  New  Testament  look  to  the  Apostles  as  the 
original  voices  of  authority,  who  in  turn,  it  is 
claimed,  delegated  their  authority  to  bishops  whom 
they  ordained.  James,  under  this  thinking,  was 
recognized  as  the  "head"  of  the  Jerusalem  Church. 
Timothy  and  Titus,  while  iministering  the  Word, 
seem  never  to  have  attained  the  "elevation"  of 
James  and  other  apostles,  but  were  probably 
what  the  Episcopal  Church  would  term  "Pres- 
byters". 

There  is  objection  to  this  view  for  it  is  pretty 
hard  to  prove  that  all  churches  had  an  apostolic 
origin.  And  evidence  seems  to  point  to  many 
groups  of  believers,  whose  government  was  basic- 
ally congregational. 

II.  PRESBYTERIAN 

Presbyterianism  doesn't  take  the  same  attitude 
toward  its  New  Testament  origin  as  do  the  Epis- 
oopals.  They  are  more  inclined  to  agree  to  the 
fact  that  their  form  of  government  devolved  out 
of  a  growth,  and  a  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
They  assume  that  their  basic  concepts  of  church 
government  are  based  on  scripture.  And  under  the 
Presibyterian  system,  the  Presbyters  are  given  a 
higher  position  than  in  the  Episcopal  system 
where    the   Presbyter   is    usually   subordinate   to 
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the  Bishop.  The  Presbyterian  system  seems  to 
maike  no  distinction  between  a  Presbyter  and  a 
Bishop  (see  Hebrews  13:17  and  I  Thessalonians 
5:12-13).  These  references  seem  to  make  no  dis- 
tinctions and  both  references  encourage  the 
church,  as  a  whole,  "to  respect  those  wiho  work 
hard  among  you,  who  are  over  you  in  the  Lord 
and  who  admonish  you."  I  Thessalonians  5:12  NIV. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  see  how  the  office  of  Bishop 
might  develop — even  at  the  expense  of  Presbyters 
— for  a  strong  leader  wUl  often  make  decisions, 
or  his  decisions  will  often  be  accepted  over  a 
person  who  may  be  just  as  knowledgeable — ^but 
who  is  less  "pushy"  or  outspoken. 
III.    CONGREGATIONALISM 

Congregationalism,  the  third  form,  is  the  one 
with  which  we  have  the  most  familiarity,  and 
with  Which  we  are  most  in  agreement.  Here,  of  the 
three  forms,  the  congregation  plays  the  most  im- 
portant role.  No  doubt,  with  the  emphases  of 
Christ  as  the  Head  of  the  Churoh  (Colossians  1:18) 
and  of  the  priesthood  of  all  believers  (I  Peter  2:9) 
Congregationalism  finds  its  strongest  arguments. 

Ccngregationalisim,  in  the  New  Testament  rela- 
tionship iholds  to  the  fact  that  Christ  has  never 
left  His  dhuroh.  He  stUl  maintains  a  vital  and 
living  relationship  w;lth  it — whether  a  church  be 
made  up  of  a  few  believers  gathered  in  His  name 
(Matthew  18:20)  or  in  great  numbers. 

Again,  Congregationalism  holds  to  the  fact  that 
with  every  true  believer,  a  way  of  access  is  avail- 
able to  God  without  the  intermediary  action  of 
any  priest  or  bisihop.  Christ  is  the  High  Priest 
Who  "meets  our  need,  One  who  is  holy,  'blameless, 
pure,  set  apart  from  sinners,  exalted  above  the 
heavens.  Unlike  the  other  high  priests,  He  does 
not  need  to  offer  sacrifices  day  after  day,  first  for 
His  own  sins,  and  then  for  the  sins  of  the  people. 
He  sacrificed  for  their  sms  once  for  all  When  He 
offered  Himself."   (Hebrews  7:26-27  NIV) 

The  Congregational  system  also  maintains  that 
in  the  New  Testament  days,  congregations  did 
exist  without  Episcopal  or  Presbyterian  super- 
vision. There  is  no  question  about  the  recognition 


of  some  authority  of  apostles,  tout  when  this 
authority  was  recognized,  it  came  about  because 
they  were  the  founders  of  these  congregations,  and 
because  they  had  been  given  authority  as  apostles 
of  Christ. 

No  divinely  appointed  apostolic  succession  is 
recognized  after  the  death  of  the  apostles,  but  we 
do  find  a  self-governing  program  in  operation  in 
the  local  churches.  And  since  all  are  on  an  equal 
standing  before  Christ,  Congregationalism  recog- 
nizes no  absolute  authority  in  the  church  except 
Christ's. 

How  shall  we  conclude  this  discussion?  Probably 
we  must  conclude  that  no  one  system  is  the  per- 
fect system  and  none  bases  its  position  on  a 
strict  scriptural  authority.  Again,  we  must  prob- 
ably admit  that  all  three  syste^ms  select  the  ideas 
that  most  adequately  fit  their  particular  or 
peculiar  wishes  or  desires. 

The  New  Testament  church  somehow  seemed 
to  lend  itself  through  certain  emphases  to  all  three 
interpretations — and  out  of  these  various  inter- 
pretations have  grown  the  three  systems.  We 
must  finally  conclude  that  we  have  the  right  to 
which  ever  interpretation  most  appeals  to  us; 
and  at  the  same  time,  we  need  to  recognize  that 
nowhere  do  we  find  a  license  to  condemn  the 
system  of  another  toeliever  if  it  works  for  him 
and  satiisffies  his  needs. 

Rev.  John  T.  Byler  is  the  pastor-  of  Trinity 
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ization Committee,  District  Mission  Board, 
Ministerial  Exam/ining  Board  and  District 
Board  of  Christian  Education  of  the  Ohio 
District  Conference  Organization.  He  is  also 
■•serving  as  Chairman  of  the  Rules  and 
Organization  Committee  and  on  the  Brethren 
Church  Properties,  Inc.  Board  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  Organization  and  Co-oper- 
ating Boards  of  General  Conference. 


BRETHREN  CHURCH  GOVERNMENT 


In  both  Old  Testament  and  New  Testament  the 
basic  idea  of  church  government,  i.e  the  govern- 
ment of  iGod's  people,  has  been  that  God  would 
lead  them  in  His  ways.  This  is  called  theocracy, 
government  iby  God.  As  men  got  farther  from  the 
closeness  that  they  had  known  formerly,  they 
began  to  either  do  What  was  right  in  their  own 
eyes  or  they  desired  to  pattern  themseilves  after 
the  pagan  nations  about  them.  So  there  have 
been  periods  all  through  man's  history  when  they 
were  not  God^govemed. 

Brethren  Church  government  has  been  congre- 
gational as  this  was  believed  to  be  apostolic.  This 
assumed  that  each  membeir  of  the  congregation 
would  through  an  awareness  of  God'  will  through 
His  written  word,  through  prayerful  communica- 
tion with  Him,  and  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  make  the  decisions  that  were  pleasing 
to  iGod.  When  the  Brethren  Church  came  mto  being 
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as  the  Progressive  Brethren,  a  result  of  the  sepa- 
ration from  the  German  Baptist  Brethren  Church 
in  1883,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the 
churdh  to  primitive  Christianity. 

Concerning  the  type  of  government  H.  R.  Hol- 
singer  records  (History,  pp.  546-547)  "That  the 
various  separate  and  collective  congregations, 
while  absolutely  and  truly  congregational  in  gov- 
ernment, yet  each  and  all  have  a  divine  relation 
to  each  other,  and  to  the  whole  lohurch  as  the  body 
of  Christ ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  faith,  character, 
and  practice  of  each  and  all  are  under  the  same 
divine  law  of  government,  under  Christ  and  the 
Holy  Spirit,  to  each  other,  as  the  Word  of  God 
teaches."  In  spite  of  the  use  of  the  -word  "absolute- 
ly" it  is  clear  that  there  were  limitations  already 
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recognized  that  came  from  the  relationships  of 
congregations  to  each  other  usually  expressed 
through  General  and  District  conferences.  Su- 
preme was  the  relationship  to  Ohrist  and  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Also  limiting  were  the  general  ac- 
ceptance of  the  divine  authority  of  the  Bible,  the 
practice  of  triune  immersion,  and  the  observance 
of  the  three-fold  communion — feet  washing,  love 
feast,  and  the  loaf  and  the  cup.  So  the  Brethren 
Church  practices  a  limited  form  of  congregational 
government. 

When  one  speaks  of  the  government  of  the 
early  church,  the  church  chronicled  in  the  Book 
of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  it  is  so  easy  to  miss 
some  of  its  key  characteristics.  The  apostles  were 
the  leaders  of  the  early  dhurch  and  they  worked 
in  harmony  with  the  people  and  with  God.  When 
the  problem  arose  concerning  the  distribution  of 
food  to  the  widows  with  different  ethnic  back- 
grounds, they  called  a  meeting  of  the  congrega- 
tion. Then  they  gave  the  "Spiritual  qualifications" 
of  the  men  whom  they  felt  best  fitted  for  this  ser- 
vice. The  congregation  located  these  seven  men 
and  brought  them  back  to  the  apostles  who  in 
turn  appointed  (ordained)  them  for  the  food  dis- 
tribution ministry  and  the  record  shows  they  did 
much  more  than  this.  This  solved  the  problem 
and  gave  the  apostles  the  time  they  needed  for 
their  main  functions — ^prayer  and  the  ministry  of 
the  Word.  This  shows  rather  clearly  that  the 
trained  leadership  actually  led  the  congregation 
and  that  they  worked  in  harmony.  The  use  of  the 
phrase  "body  of  Christ"  indicates  that  Christ  is 
the  head,  who  works  through  His  undershepherd 
(pastoral  leadership)  and  through  the  congrega- 
tion. You  see,  both  pastor  and  people  are  parts 
of  the  body.  So  often  the  tension  which  develops 
in  congregational  government  arises  when  this  is 
not  accepted — that  the  pastor  is  both  a  leader  and 
part  of  the  local  body  of  Christ. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 

Local  congregations  carry  out  their  business 
for  the  Lord  in  an  official  way  through  periodic 
congregational  meetings.  The  agenda  is  usually 
prepared  by  a  representative  body  called  the 
Officiai  Board.  They  normally  bring  as  items  of 
business  those  matters  upon  which  they  have  come 
to  a  consensus.  Then  the  congregation  makes  the 
final  decision,  usually  by  simple  majority  vote  of 
members  present.  Responsibilities  are  delegated  to 
other  boards  in  the  congregation,  such  as:  Dea- 
cons— spiritual  oversight.  Trustees — property  re- 
sponsibility. Christian  Education — Sunday  School 
and  Youth.  A  variety  of  cornmittees  are  formed  as 
needed  for  special  or  short 4erm  needs,  such  as: 
building  committee,  homecoming  committee,  evan- 
gelism committee,  missionary  committee. 

A  more  recent  development  in  the  organization 
of  local  congregational  government  is  basically  one 
of  concept  and  does  not  greatly  change  the  struc- 
ture. This  is  to  designate  the  areas  of  service  in 
the  terms  of  ministry  instead  of  committees.  A 
committee  so  often  functions  only  partially  as  the 
chairman  is  mainly  held  responsible.  On  the  other 
hand,  when  a  group  is  assigned  a  ministry,  it 
becoimes  the  responsibility  of  each  member  to 
perform  that  ministry.  For  example,  a  Board  of 
Trustees  would  have  the  Ministry  of  Property,  a 
Christian  Education  Board  would  have  the  Min- 


istry of  Christian  Education,  and  an  Evangelism 
Committee  would  become  the  Ministry  for 
Outreach. 

DISTRICT  CONFERENCES 

District  conferences  are  formed  by  the  pastors 
and  delegates  from  local  congregations.  The  num- 
ber of  delegates  from  each  congregation  is  based 
upon  the  local  membership.  These  meet  annually 
to  consider  matters  of  importance  to  the  congre- 
gations of  that  particular  area  or  region.  UsuaUy 
these  are  from  two  to  three  days  in  length  and 
are  held  in  some  central  location,  at  a  camp,  a 
conference  ground  or  a  local  church.  Presently 
there  are  eight  organized  district  conferences  and 
the  Florida  churches  are  under  the  oversight  of 
the  General  Missionary  Board.  There  are  sessions 
for  all  age  groups  and  auxiliaries  in  many  of 
these  conferences.  They  afford  an  annual  oppor- 
tunity for  fellowship  and  inspiration  as  well  as  a 
consideration  of  business  and  organization  of  the 
conferences  for  another  year.  They  have  com- 
mittees and  boards  wihioh  function  in  the  carrying 
out  of  the  work  of  the  church  within  the  borders 
of  the  district.  So-me  of  these  are  peculiar  to  the 
nature  of  a  district's  responsibility.  The  Board  of 
Evangelists  or  of  Church  Relations  concerns  it- 
self with  the  encouragement  of  harmonious  rela- 
tionships within  congregations  and  should  become 
involved  when  problems  arise.  The  Ministerial 
Examining  Board  acts  both  for  the  district  and 
the  congregation  in  examining  candidates  for 
licensure  and  ordination  to  the  Brethren  ministry. 
The  local  congregation  is  in  charge  of  the  actual 
licensing  and  ordination  of  the  candidate  with 
representatives  of  the  district  siharing  in  the  ser- 
vice. Ministerial  recognition  then  becomes  the 
responsibility  of  the  district  conference  which 
certifies  the  action  of  the  local  congregation.  A 
Missionary  Boaj:^d  supervises  church  extension 
within  the  district  in  cooperation  with  the  General 
Conference  Missionary  Board.  Likewise  a  Board  : 
of  Christian  Education  is  concerned  with  Sunday 
School  and  Youth  Work  in  the  District  and  super- 
vises the  camp  program.  Many  districts  have  a 
Board  of  Trustees  Who  are  responsible  for  all 
properties  and  many  business  transactions  relating 
to  the  district  and  sometimes  to  mission  ehurdhes. 
In  case  of  congregational  dissolution  the  property 
normally  becomes  the  responsibility  of  this  board. 
Other  boards  and  committees  are  formed  as  needed  I 
for  the  work  of  the  district  at  a  igiven  time  in  its  i 
history. 

GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

General  Conference  meets  annually  and  in  i 
recent  years  these  nieetings  have  (been  held  at 
Ashland,  Ohio.  This  is  the  location  of  the  Central 
Offices  of  the  Brethren  Church.  The  delegate  base 
of  the  conference  is  'broader  and  includes  pastors, 
congregational  delegates,  district  delegates  and 
delegates  from  cooperating  boards,  Laymen  and 
Woman's  Missionary  Society.  Its  business  sessions 
involve  concerns  brought  toy  the  moderator,  recom- 
mendations from  the  Central  Council,  reports  and 
recommendations  from  the  cooperating  boards, 
and  concerns  from  the  delegate  body.  The  Central 
CouncU,  wihich  is  the  planning  and  coordinating 
representative  body  of  the  church,  meets  three 
times  a  year  to  study  and  arrive  at  a  consensus 
concemuig  matters  coming  to  its  attention  from 
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various  sources.  It  is  upon  this  basis  that  recom- 
mendations are  made  to  the  General  Conference. 
Although  the  scope  of  its  work  is  considerably 
greater,  it  is  in  a  similar  relationship  to  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  as  a  local  Official  Board  is  to 
the  congregation.  An  executive  co-mmittee  com- 
posed of  district  representatives  plans  tJhe  annual 
conference  program  and  provides  for  inspirational 
sessions. 

Boards  of  the  General  Conference  have  dele- 
gated responsibilities  in  the  areas  of  their  service 
to  the  entire  Brotherhood.  They  provide  resources, 
counsel,  and  cooperate  in  many  ways  with  their 
counterparts  in  district  and  local  congregational 
work.  A  fuller  explanation  of  the  work  of  these 
national  boards  appears  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

The  General  Conference  is  governed  by  a  Man- 
ual of  Procedure  which  also  has  sections  w^hich 
apply  to  local  and  district  organizations.  However, 
this  manual  charges  the  General  Conference  not 
to  interfere  with  the  work  of  local  churches  or  of 
District  conferences.  This  continues  as  a  safeguard 


against  the  changing  of  the  essential  congrega- 
tional Character  of  local  church  government.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  we  could  not  long  exist 
as  separate  independent  congregations,  and  that 
in  our  cooperation  there  is  strength  and  the  ability 
to  accomplish  so  many  things  in  the  service  of 
Christ  that  would  be  completely  impossible  other- 
wise. There  is  no  question  that  the  functioning 
of  oiir  congregational  Church  government  and 
subsequently  that  of  the  district  and  general  con- 
ferences could  be  enhanced  by  a  fuUer  realization 
that  the  Church  is  the  body  of  Christ  at  ail  of 
these  levels.  Ultimately,  Christ  is  Lord  and  Head 
of  the  Church.  Let  us  make  Him  Lord  in  all  of 
our  relationships  through  His  Body! 


Smitii  /  .  Rose  is  the  Executive  Sectetarij 
of  Central  Couvcil.  a  member  of  the 
Book  and  Pamphlet  Cotnmissiov,  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Trusteeff  of  The 
Retiremevt  Fnvd,  Inc. 
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DOCTRINE 

BRETHREN  THEOLOGY- 
BELIEVERS'  LIFESTYLE 


by  Dr.  Jerry  Flore 


When  the  Brethren  Church  began  in  1708,  it 
was  a  protest  movement  against  a  theological 
orthodoxy  which  offered  forgiveness  without  re- 
sponsibility, belief  without  behavior,  and  grace 
without  gumption.  Brethren  today  continue  to 
insist  that  Christian  faith  is  a  believer's  lifestyle 
involving  the  double  dimensions  of  relationsliip 
with  God  and  neighbor  structured  tlu-ough  our 
allegiance  to  Jesus  Clirist.  "For  the  glory  of  God 
and  my  neighbor's  good"  was  an  early  Brethren 
motto  which  still  makes  sense.  Theology  for  those 
pioneers  was  more  caught  than  taught.  It  was  not 
so  much  a  system  of  ideas  produced  from  a  text- 
book as  the  style  of  life  picked  up  from  the  com- 
munity of  faith.  For  Brethren,  theology  remains 
not  something  to  be  thought  with  one's  mind  but 
something  to  be  done  with  his  whole  life. 
THE  LIVING  WORD 

Doing  Brethren  theology  starts  from  "the  Bible, 
the  whole  Bible,  and  nothing  but  the  Bible."  The 
first  Progressive  Brethren  conference  adopted  this 
motto  in  1882  as  an  affirmation  that  scripture,  not 
tradition,  is  our  only  infallible  guide.  Today  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Brethren  Church  is  a 
member  of  the  National  Association  of  Evangel- 
icals. Evangelicals  in  North  America  are  informed, 
open-minded  Protestants  who  espouse  the  beliefs 
of  historic  orthodoxy  with  Christian  love  and  in- 
tellectual integrity.  Evangelicals  are  progressive 
or  modern  in  methods,  but  in  content  of  faith  they 
are  conservative  or  orthodox.  And  orthodoxy  is  that 
part  of  Christendom  which  grounds  its  religious 
authority  in  the  Bible,  the  Word  of  God  written. 

However,  the  Bible  is  not  the  center  of  Christian 
belief.  That  place  is  reserved  for  God  himself 
through  Jesus  Christ,  His  final  revelation,  the 
Uviing  Word.  The  created  order,  the  history  of 
Israel,  and  the  testimony  of  scripture  all  point  to 
Christ,  God's  last  word  to  humanity.  Christian 
faith  is  not  a  knowledge  of  scripture  apart  from 
Him;  nor  is  it  an  experience  of  Him  aside  from 
scripture.  Christian  faith  is  a  lifestyle  in  which 
both  head  and  heart  are  ordered  by  the  Christ  of 
the  scriptures.  Christianity  is  Christ! 
THE  LIVING  BODY 

The  living  Word  dwells  in  the  church,  the  uni- 
versal body  of  His  people,  and  so  in  churches,  the 
local  cells  of  that  body.  The  major  denoiminations 
of  the  Protestant  Reformation  never  separated 
state  from  church.  It  remained  for  the  Mennonites 
and  later  groups  such  as  the  Brethren  to  insist 
that  religious  allegiance  be  a  voluntary  disciple- 
ship.  TliLs  means  the  church  is  the  gathered  com- 
munity of  believers  faithful  to  the  Uving  Christ  in 
their  midst  and  thus  responsible  not  only  to  Him 
but  also  to  one  another. 

The  New  Testament  notes  several  marks  of 
this  body  of  disciples.  It  is  a  converted,  partici- 


pating, witnessing  community  (Acts  2).  It  is  a 
community  that  is  disciplined,  worshiping,  and 
redemptive  (Matthew  18).  It  is  a  Christ -centered, 
Spirit-empowered  community  on  mission  in  the 
world  (John  20). 

Brethren  have  spoken  often  of  the  cost  of  such 
discipleship.  "When  Christ  calls  a  man,"  says 
Dietrich  Bonhoeffer,  "  bids  him  come  and  die." 
"There  are  different  kinds  of  dying,  it  is  true;  but 
the  essence  of  discipleship  is  contained  in  those 
words."  So  wrote  Bishop  G.  K.  A.  Bell  in  his  for- 
ward to  The  Cost  of  Disciplesliip  by  Dietrich 
Borihoeff er.  Although  the  Nazis  hanged  Bonhoeffer 
in  a  concentration  camp  just  one  month  before 
they  surrendered,  his  witness  lives  on. 

The  first  Brethren,  too,  knew  the  price  of  dis- 
cipleship and  emigrated  to  America  because  of 
persecution  in  their  fatherland.  They  used  to  read 
Luke  14:25-33  at  every  baptism  to  impress  upon 
new  converts  the  necessity  for  total  loyalty  to 
Christ  the  King.  Matthew  23:8-12  explains  more 
fully  the  style  of  this  discipleship  as  it  is  lived  out 
in  His  body,  the  church. 

LIFE  IN  THE  BODY 

Brethren  have  no  desire  to  gain  secret  followers. 
In  fact,  historically  they  have  opposed  organiza- 
tions with  secret  membership.  Those  wishing  to 
join  the  fellowship  are  asked  to  state  publicly  their 
need  of  Christ  and  their  trust  in  Him.  Such  con- 
fession involves  both  acknowledgment  of  sin  and 
affirmation  of  faith.  Fear  of  men  makes  this 
difficut  at  times — fear  of  persecution  has  even 
made  it  dangerous — ^but  Jesus  taught  that  the  only 
person  in  the  universe  to  be  feared  is  God.  The 
seat  of  the  scornful  is  nothing  compared  with  the 
judgment  seat  of  the  Almighty! 

Perhaps  nine-tenths  of  Brethren  theology  is 
shared  with  other  Protestant  churdies,  in  par- 
ticular such  groups  as  the  (former)  Evangelical 
and  Reformed,  Baptist,  and  Mennonites.  Major 
differences  arise  over  the  administration  of  the 
ordinances  or  sacraments.  Doing  Brethren  theology 
means  obeying  New  Tesament  directives,  especi- 
ally at  points  confirmed  by  the  practice  of  the 
church  in  the  generations  following  the  apostles. 

Holy  baptism  dramatizes  for  the  ohurcih  the 
believer's  spiritual  union  with  Christ  in  the 
climax  of  His  liberating  work:  death,  burial,  and 
resurrection.  What  happened  to  Him  physically  is 
credited  to  the  believer's  spiritual  experience,  and 
he  then  portrays  it  in  baptism.  When  the  original 
Brethren  learned  from  church  history  that  bap- 
tism in  the  first  two  centuries  was  by  triple  for- 
ward immersion  following  repentance  and  faith, 
they  researched  the  New  Testament  and  concluded 
that  everything  in  it  agrees  with  this. 

Trine  immersion  bears  excellent  credentials  as 
believers'  baptism:  immersion  because  "baptisma" 
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means  immersion,  whidh  was  the  usual  rite  of 
purification  before,  during,  and  after  the  time  of 
our  Lord;  forward  because — unlike  the  implica- 
tions of  falling  bacltward — kneeling  and  bowing 
symbolize  worshipful  submission;  tlvreefold  be- 
cause baptism  is  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Trinity, 
each  one  of  whom  actively  participates  in  the 
work  of  creation  and  redemption. 

In  the  body  life  of  the  believers'  church  the  lay- 
ing on  of  hands  symbolizes  the  empowering  min- 
istry of  God's  personal  Spirit,  the  Spirit  of  the 
living  Christ.  This  rite  occurs  at  three  po.ints  in 
the  experience  of  most  congregations :  in  confirma- 
tion foillowing  baptism,  in  ordination  of  elders  and 
deacons,  and  in  prayer  with  anointing  for  healing. 

Holy  communion  in  the  Brethren  Church  opens 
with  the  washing  of  feet  and  the  holy  kiss.  These 
actions  dramatize  What  Jesus  did  at  His  last  supper 
before  dying  and  what  He  intended  there,  as 
described  in  John  13.  The  surprising  act  of  wash- 
ing the  feet  of  His  pupils  combined  humility,  ser- 
vice, and  an  inner  cleansing.  Likewise  the  Chris- 
tian believer  is  assured  that,  having  undergone 
the  '^ath"  of  baptism,"  he  is  indeed  clean.  Yet 
from  time  to  time  he  will  need  spiritual  "washing" 
as  he  walks  through  this  world  and  ministers  in 
it.  The  kiss  of  peace  or  holy  kiss  is  a  token  of 
spiritual  love  in  Christ.  It  is  not  a  church  ordin- 
ance on  the  same  level  with  baptism  or 
communion. 

Brethren  communion  involves  a  common  meal 
often  called  the  love  feast  or  Agape  (the  early 
Christian  word  for  love).  Such  meals  were  fre- 
quent in  the  early  church.  But  abuse  and  misun- 
derstanding caused  the  later  church  to  criticize 
the  Agape  and  eventually  ban  it  altogether.  The 
Brethren  are  one  of  several  Protestant  groups 
that  revived  the  love  feast  as  a  rite  of  spiritual 
fellowship  and  nourishment  in  the  coimmunion 
service. 

The  Eucharist  ("thanksgiving")  of  the  bread 
and  cup  is  a  solemn  remembrance  of  our  Lord  and 
a  joyful  coimmunion  with  Him  in  anticipation  of 
His  return.  We  remind  ourselves  by  the  broken 
bread  and  the  emptied  cup  that  we  share  in  the 
death  of  God's  Son,  both  in  its  causes  and  conse- 
quences. By  His  grace  we  are  one  with  Him  and 
with  all  Who  belong  to  Him. 

LIFE  IN  THE  WORLD 

The  Christian  church  is  an  esohatological  move- 
ment. That  is,  Christians  are  God's  gathered  co^m- 


munity  of  "the  last  days"  which  began  with  the 
coming  of  Christ,  the  living  Word.  We  now  live  din 
the  tension  between  "already"  and  "not  yet,"  in 
the  combat  zone  between  D-day  and  V-day.  We 
anticipate  the  future,  not  in  order  to  leam  its 
calendar  secrets  but  to  'be  better  citizens  of  heaven 
on  earth  right  now. 

This  kind  of  world-and-life  view  has  practical 
implications.  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer  declared,  "The 
following  two  propositions  hold  good  and  are 
equally  true:  only  he  who  believes  is  obedient,  and 
only  he  who  is  obedient  believes."  Such  a  state- 
ment is  scripturaUy  sound  and  reflects  a  constant 
stress  among  the  Brethren,  Who  have  always  been 
suspicious  of  what  the  German  martyr  termed 
"cheap  grace." 

Brethren  are  expected  to  put  feet  to  their  faith 
in  terms  of  attitudes  and  actions  which  grow  out 
of  obedient  love  in  allegiance  to  Christ.  The  single 
door  by  Which  we  have  access  to  God  has  its  two 
sides  labeled  belief  and  behavior,  trust  and  obey. 
These  cannot  be  separated,  for  they  are  as  inter- 
connected as  inhaling  and  exhaling.  The  faith  that 
saves  is  the  faith  that  works! 

Brethren,  like  most  Christians,  have  always 
considered  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  of  major 
importance.  But,  unlike  some  others,  the  pioneer 
Brethren  believed  that  the  Sermon  should  be 
obeyed  to  the  letter.  They  took  the  cornmands  of 
Matthew  5  as  specific  instructions  for  universal 
observance.  Thus  they  refused  to  participate  in 
divorce,  swearing  of  oaths,  or  warfare.  They  were 
aiming  at  perfection,  complete  loyalty  to  Christ 
the  King  in  every  area  and  moment  of  existence. 

Such  a  lifestyle  of  doing  theology  is  possible 
only  for  persons  who  love  God  completely  and 
their  neighbor  as  themselves,  persons  who  have 
been  reborn  in  Christ  and  are  growing  in  His 
likeness.  To  love  as  God  loves  is  moral  perfection, 
and  His  Word  tells  us  to  aim  at  that  goal.  The  ideal 
is  life4;ransforming,  and  it  holds  out  the  prospect 
of  continual  progress  not  only  in  this  world  but 
also  in  the  world  to  come. 

Dr.  Jerry  Flora  is  Assistant  Professor  of 
Christian.  Theology  at  the  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  He  has  served  as  pastor 
in  Indiana  and  Washington,  D.C.  He  also 
served  as  secretary  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence of  The  Brethren  Church. 


PROGRESSIVE  BRETHREN 


by  Dr.  Charles  Munson 


We  are  "Progressive  Brethren"  iby  heritage  and 
hopefully  by  action.  It  is  a  histoiry  to  which  we 
can  look  for  identity  and  if  or  inspiration.  What  our 
foreifathers  believed  we  can  believe,  and  the  prin- 
ciples out  of  whidh  they  lived  we  can  also  follow. 
The  intent  in  this  paper  is  to  investigate  briefly 
What  the  "Progressives"  responded  to  in  the  Word 
-and  then  to  view  the  actions  these  responses 
inspired. 


The  two-pronged  thrust  of  the  Brethren,  into 
the  Word  and  into  the  world,  can  best  toe  seen 
in  their  pulblished  motto:  "Go  on  and  seek  to 
kncHW  ithe  Lord,  And  practice  what  you  know."' 
By  this  the  "Progressives"  meant  to  imply  that 
there  must  toe  a  continuing  probe  of  the  Word  and 
of  the  world.  They  believed  in  advancing  closer 
to  what  the  Word  said  and  to  what  the  world  need- 
ed to  understand  the  truth.  J.  W.  Beer  in  1881  said 
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that  it  was  "both  the  duty  and  privilege  of  the 
churoh  and  all  of  its  members  to  come  nearer  and 
still  nearer  to  the  infallible  word  of  God — the 
unadulterated  gospel  of  Christ  .  .  .  the  Brethren 
always  held  it  to  ibe  their  privilege  and  their  duty 
to  make  changes,  when,  by  changing,  they  could 
come  nearer  to  the  requirements  of  the  gospel  of 
Christ.  .  .  ."2  In  1882  J.  M.  Meyers  quoted  Mack 
to  make  the  same  paint:  "Let  us  not  all  rest  upon 
long  usages,  but  let  the  word  of  the  Lord  be  our 
only  rule  and  guide.  .  .  ."' 

By  their  ovwi  definition  a  "Progressive  among 
us  is  a  man  Who  holds  to  all  the  gospel  teaches, 
and  refuses  to  accept,  as  the  spirit  of  the  gospel, 
the  commandments  of  men."-*  In  their  context 
this  meant  that  if  the  Bible  did  not  give  definite 
orders  they  were  not  going  to  follow  those  which 
men  drew  out  of  the  Bible,  such  as  a  particular 
way  of  dressing  uniformly,  or  an  order  by  which 
all  men  combed  their  hair  in  the  same  way.  When 
the  "Progressives"  defined  their  principles  alter 
the  troubled  Annual  Meeting  in  1881,  they  spoke 
to  the  issue  of  the  Word,  "it  is  not  now  nor  has 
it  been  the  progressive  element  that  has  brought 
us  into  the  present  perplexing  position  as  a  church, 
because  we  have  been  satisified  with  the  gospel 
and  the  practice  of  our  fathers;  but  the  trouble 
originated  when  men  sought  to  make  as  tests  of 
church  relation  and  official  position,  command- 
ments and  practices  not  found  in  the  gosi>el."5 
The  "Progressives"  would  not  speak  where  the 
Bible  was  silent,  "so  far  as  we  have  plain  instruc- 
tion in  God's  word  as  to  how  we  should  proceed, 
we  believe  it  well  that  we  should  have  uniformity; 
but  when  the  scriptures  are  not  definite,  no  such 
regularity  is  required.  .  .  ."6  "Let  Jesus  Christ  be 
our  standard  hearer,  and  in  all  things  say  thy 
wiU  be  done,  and  where  God's  word  is  plain  we 
will  obey  and  where  he  is  sUent  we  will  be  silent, 
and  thus  we  will  honor  his  gUence  as  well  as  his 
■word."  7 

As  an  example  O'f  the  "Progressives"  desire  to 
come  closer  to  the  Word  they  emphasized  Heibrews 
6:1,  the  principle  of  advancing  on  toward  maturity, 
searching  the  Word  continually  to  see  how  they 
might  come  nearer  to  Jesus.  As  an  example  it 
was  suggested  that  the  "Holy  Kiss"  he  omitted 
from  the  feet  washing  service  sjince  the  Bible 
did  not  command  it,  "this  wo'Uld  be  progressing 
nearer.  .  .  ."s  Not  that  they  didn't  believe  in  the 
"Holy  Kiss",  but  it  meant  that  they  should  not 
precisely  prescribe  where  it  should  be  done  since 
the  Word  did  not. 

Advance  was  a  proiminent  idea  among  the  "Pro- 
gressive Brethren"  moving  upward  toward  God 
through  more  careful  knowledge  of  the  Word,  and 


then  moving  out  into  the  world  by  advancing  the 
Gospel  through  modern  means.  For  this  second 
thrust  of  the  "Progressives"  they  were  severely 
censored.  They  were  called  the  "fast  element" 
because  they  advocated  missions,  schools,  Sunday 
schools,  protracted  meetings,  etc.  With  regard  to 
missions  the  "Progressives"  believed  that  the 
great  commission  was  binding  and,  despite  the 
protests  against  having  to  raise  money  to  support 
such  effort,  they,  urged  and  supported  and  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  mission  work  started.  This  was 
progress;  just  as  God's  creation  progressed  from 
dark  night  to  man's  creation,  so  the  church  must 
make  progress  with  whatever  innovation  is  neces- 
sary to  reach  people.  That  was  their  movement. 
Holginger  said,  "We  hold  it  our  duty  to  'keep  pace 
with  the  times.'  And  we  mean  exactly  what  we 
say,  an  onward  movement,  and  not  a  backward 
movement."' 

This  latter  statement  characterized  the  "Pro- 
gressive" movement.  J.  L.  GUlin  put  the  two  ideas 
together  in  1899  when  he  said:  "Whatever  the 
Bible  teaches  she  professes  to  be  willing  to  receive 
and  practice.  Whatever  the  Bible  condemns  or 
fails  to  teach  when  intelligently  understood  she 
professes  to  reject  in  both  belief  and  life.  Hence, 
she  is  open  to  every  new  apprehension  of  the 
manifold  revelation  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  thru 
the  Word."  10  In  context  this  imeans  that  the  Word 
works  in  the  believer  to  enable  him  to  penetrate 
the  world  of  indifferent  people. 

Our  heritage  is  "Progressive",  that  is  we  beUeve 
that  we  must  advance  closer  to  What  the  Word 
says  for  our  day,  and  we  must  then  use  every 
means  possible  to  advance  closer  to  the  needs  of 
the  world  around  us.  Being  true  to  our  heritage 
we  must  advance  upward  and  outward. 


iThe  Progressive  Christian  Vol.  ni.  No.  10. 
2The  Progressive  Cliristian  Vol.  m,  No.  42. 
3  Gospel  Preacher  Vol.  IV,  No.  6. 
"iThe  Progressive  Christian  Vol.  HI,  No.  42. 
5The  Prog:ressive  Christian  Vol.  HI,  No.  37. 
6The  Progressive  Christian  Vol.  HI,  No.  3. 
7The  Progressive  Christian  Vol.  IH,  No.  14. 
sThe  Progressive  Christian  Vol.  IH,  No.  11. 
"The  Progi-essive  Christian  Vol.  in.  No.  10. 
1  "Brethren  Evangelist  Vol.  XXI,  No.  20. 
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BRETHREN  BIBLE  STUDY 

ITS  ALL  ABOUT  LIFE 


One  of  the  most  exciting  and  most  lielpf  ul  books 
in  the  entire  volume  of  scripture  is  the  one  found 
tucked  in  at  the  back  of  our  Bible — the  Book  of 
I  Jolin.  I  John  is  written  by  the  John  whose  call 
to  discipleship  is  recorded  in  Matthew  4:21.  He  was 
John  the  son  of  Zebedee,  a  fisherman  ibefore  he 
became  an  Apostle. 


by  Keith  Bennett 


It  is  my  understanding  that  this  John  began  to 
follow  Jesus  at  an  early  age.  He  lived  to  an  ad- 
vanced age  and  in  the  process  continued  to  learn 
m'ucih  about  this  amazing  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
emerging  Christian  fellowship.  His  writings  con- 
tain the  maturity  of  thought  of  a  mind  which  had 
dwelt  often  and  prayed  much  about  what  was 
later  written. 

This  Letter  of  I  John  which  concerns  us  in  this 
study  was  probably  written  aibout  the  year  90  A.D. 
and  thus  is  one  of  the  New  Testament  books 
whiah  is  the  closest  to  our  century  in  time  of 
writing. 

In  John's  letter  there  are  many  subpurposes, 
but  the  overriding  purpose  has  to  do  with  assur- 
ance of  salvation  in  the  ibeliever's  life.  His  first 
letter  could  almost  be  considered  a  handbook  of 
instructions  concerning  the  validity  of  one's  Chris- 
tian profession.  Another  way  of  saying  it  mig'ht 
be  that  John  records  a  list  of  guidelines  by  which 
an  earnest  believer  can  gauge  his  progress  and 
profession  of  faith  to  see  just  where  he  is  in  his 
spiritual  life.  These  ideas  find  their  focus  in  the 
phrase  THESE  THINGS  in  the  assurance  state- 
ment of  I  John  5:13.  The  "these  things"  are  the 
guidelines,  the  content  of  activity  which  make  up 
the  life  expression  of  a  true  Christian. 

It  is  vitally  important  for  us  to  realize  that  when 
John  wrote  this  letter  there  w^as  a  dangerous 
philosophy  at  work  whidh  had  captured  the  pop- 
ular imagination.  This  p'hiloso:phy  was  known  as 
Gnosticism.  It  was  based  on  the  Greek  moral 
distinction  ibetween  matter  and  spirit.  Gnostic 
pihilosophy  regarded  matter  as  inherently  evil;  for 
this  reason  one  could  not  speak  of  a  real  incarna- 
tion of  the  Son  of  God,  only  an  apparent  one. 
According  to  this  line  of  reasoning,  the  Son  of 
God  never  really  tiecame  a  (human  ibeing — it  only 
appeared  that  way.  This  idea  was  known  as  doce- 
tism    from   the    Greek   word   dokew    "to   seem". 


Another  form  of  this  false  teaching  was  that  the 
Divine  Christ  simply  came  upon  the  human  Jesus 
at  tbaptism  and  left  Him  at  the  cross,  since  it  was 
not  conceivable  that  the  Son  of  God  should  suffer 
and  die. 

History  and  the  development  of  thought  are 
most  interesting.  The  errors  of  the  First  Century 
have  reversed  themselves  in  our  day  in  the  anti- 
historical  thought  forms  of  neo-orthodoxy  and 
the  school  of  Demythology  of  Rudolph  Bultman. 
Today  some  thinkers  are  very  willing  to  acknow- 
ledge the  humanity  of  Jesus  but  they  are  not 
willing  to  aclcnowledge  His  Deity.  In  John's  day 
the  Gnostics  acknowledged  the  Deity  of  Christ, 
but  denied  His  humanity  because  of  their  view 
of  matter  as  evU. 

God  the  Spirit  in  His  enabling  task  is  much  in 
evidence  in  John's  first  letter  as  He  assists  John 
in  presenting  the  balanced  view  of  both  the  Deity 
and  the  humanity  of  Jesus  fused  into  one  unique 
being. 

Let  us  now  move  on  to  a  consideration  of  one 
small  segment  of  this  profound  book  of  I  John  in 
order  that  we  mig'ht  get  a  sample  of  its  real  value 
for  our  lives  as  Christians.  We  will  consider 
I  John  1:1-4: 

"That  which  was  from  the  beginning  which 
we  have  heard  in  the  past  the  results  of 
which  are  with  us  at  the  time  of  writing; 
which  we  have  seen  in  the  past,  the  results 
of  Which  are  with  us  at  the  time  of  writing, 
with  our  eyes  which  we  discerned  and  which 
our  hands  have  handled  concerning  the  Word 
of  life.  And  the  life  was  displayed  and  we 
have  seen  (it)  in  the  past  with  present  re- 
sults and  we  are  now  testifying  and  are  for- 
mally announcing  to  you  the  life  eternal  Who 
was  with  the  Father  and  was  revealed  unto 
us.  Which  we  have  seen  in  the  past  with 
present  results  and  which  we  have  heard  in 
the  past  with  present  results,  we  declare  to 
you  in  order  that  you  also  may  have  part- 
nersihip  with  our  own  and  our  partnership 
is  with  the  Father  and  with  His  Son  Jesus 
Christ.  These  things  we  write  to  you  in 
order  that  your  joy  may  be  filled  up  to  the 
full". 
TJiat  is  my  own  translation.  I  know  that  it  is 
weak  at  points  and  a  bit  wordy  and  yet  it  does 
convey  some  of  the  sense  of  the  original  whidh 
does  not  come  out  in  most  'translations. 

The  opening  phrase — That  which  was  from  the 
beginning: — is  a  striking  one.  John  was  always 
concerned  with  reality  and  with  history.  His  writ- 
ings are  not  abstract  ideas  about  something  that 
.might  or  mig'ht  not  have  taken  place,  might  or 
might  not  be  true. 

Rather  he  was  writing  of  that  wlhich  he  person- 
ally experienced  in  his  own  ihistorical  context. 
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This  reality  emphasis  and  this  historical  empha- 
sis was  much  needed  because  of  the  Gnostic  heresy 
of  his  day.  Remember  the  Gnostics  came  in  sev- 
eral varieties.  One  division  denied  full  incarnation 
of  God  in  the  person  of  Jesus  because  of  their 
view  of  the  material  as  evil. 

John  says  in  correction  of  the  false  teaching — 
Wait  a  minute,  that  just  is  not  true.  I  am  an  eye- 
witness of  the  truth  of  the  enfleshment  into  hu- 
manity of  Deity.  I  know  for  I  have  talked  with, 
have  seen,  have  handled,  have  heard,  this  Jesus 
of  whom  you  speak.  He  did  exist  from  the  very 
beginning.  That  idea  rightly  reminds  us  of  John's 
gospel  in  1:1.  "In  the  beginning  was  the  Word  and 
the  Word  was  with  God  and  the  Word  was  God." 
Verse  14  of  chapter  1  records  the  fact  that  the 
eternal  being  known  as  the  Logos  left  that  realm 
and  entered  into  the  realm  O'f  the  temporal  world 
which  makes  up  our  environment  in  these  mar- 
velous words:  "And  the  Word  became  human  and 
lived  a  little  while  among  us,  and  we  actually  saw 
His  glory,  the  glory  of  one  who  is  an  only  Son 
from  His  Father,  and  He  was  fuU  of  spiritual 
blessing  and  truth". 

John  answers  the  Gnostic  heresy  by  teaching  us 
that  which  he  himself  had  learned  from  Jesus. 
This  teaching  is  the  pre-existence  of  the  Son  of 
God.  Jesus  as  the  Word  of  God  and  Son  of  God 
existed  before  our  universe  came  into  being.  But 
not  only  was  the  Word,  the  Son,  pre-existent,  He 
also  took  on  our  humanity.  He  joined  us  in  time 
and  space  in  a  human  body.  Reality  is,  truth  is, 
that  the  Logos  became  Jesus  when  the  Virgin 
Mary  gave  birth  to  her  first  ibom  son  that  first 
Christmas  morning! 

John  here  speaks  in  language  which  is  most 
useful  in  correcting  the  error  O'f  the  Gnostics  and 
interestingly  enough,  in  language  which  is  most 
appropriate  lor  an  age  such  as  the  one  we  experi- 
ence in  the  20th  century.  This  is  because  our  age 
has  been  conditioned  by  the  scientific  method. 
Reality  to  modems  is  that  which  we  can  measure, 
see,  touch,  taste,  smell,  hear.  This  is  knovsm  as 
empiricism — truth  learned  from  the  use  of  the 
5  senses.  Many  people  today  will  not  believe  some- 
thing is  so  unless  it  is  gauged  by  the  scientific 
method. 

God  the  Spirit  is  very  mudh  in  evidence  in  John's 
writings  at  this  point — ^for  John  is  using  e-mpirical 
proofs  to  speak  of  the  reality  he  had  experienced 
in  Jesiis.  He  is  writing  50  or  60  years  after  Jesus 
had  died  and  risen  from  the  dead.  John  is  saying 
I  have  personally,  scientifically  proven,  that  Jesus 
is  alive  after  dying,  that  He  is  the  Son  of  God 
who  became  a  man — ^for  I  have  heard  Him  with 
my  own  ears,  before  and  after  He  died  and  rose. 
I  have  handled  Him  in  both  His  pre-resurrection 
and  post-resurrection  body  forms.  We  apostles 
have  heard,  have  seen,  have  beheld  with  studied 
reflective  thought  this  miracle  and  our  own  hands 
have  actually  handled  His  reality,  which  is  the 
very  message  of  life! 

Life,  that's  what  it's  aU  about.  Life  is  what  con- 
cerns us.  What  is  life's  immediate  and  ultimate 
meaning?  How  is  life  to  be  gained  and  Uved?  John 
is  saying  in  I  John  1:1-4  that  Jesus  Christ  is  life 
in  its  essence.  Jesus  modeled  life  at  its  best — 
human  life  in  its  intention.  We  need  to  study  the 
human  life  of  Jesus  in  order  to  get  a  proper  view 


of  what  God  wants  us  to  be  and  do.  We  Christians 
talk  about  eternal  life.  Most  mean  by  that  that 
the  Christian  shall  live  forever  after  death.  That 
is  proper  and  true.  But  all  too  often  we  relate 
that  eternal  life  only  to  that  one  dimension.  How- 
ever, eternal  life  has  a  dimension  which  also  deeply 
touches  the  here  and  now.  In  this  dimension  it  is 
a  life  of  a  higher  quality  than  faUen  human 
beings  can  live  out  of  the  energy  and  ability  of 
their  fallen  human  natures.  Eternal  life  in  this 
dimension  is  God's  life  being  channelled  through 
the  individual  Christian  and  through  the  Body 
life  of  the  Church.  This  dimension  of  eternal  life 
is  meant  to  touch  and  to  attempt  to  transform 
all  that  is  around  it  with  the  life  and  power  of 
God.  This  is  the  dimension  John  refers  to  in  verse 
2  when  he  says  of  Jesus  "and  that  life  has  been 
unveiled  to  us,  and  we  have  seen  it  and  now  testify 
to  it  and  we  now  announce  it  to  you,  yea,  the 
eternal  Ufe  that  was  with  the  Father  and  has  been 
unveiled  to  us". 

Thus  there  is  a  model  of  authentic  human  life 
for  us  to  le£im  from  and  foUow  in  the  Spirit.  Jesus 
has  led  the  way.  He  died  lor  our  sins  and  rose 
again  to  set  us  free  so  that  we  can  believe  in  Him 
and  have  eternal  life  sparking  inside  us.  He  also 
has  modeled  this  life  for  us. 

This  is  what  John  saw,  heard  and  announced  to 
the  world,  but  especially  to  those  who  also  would 
put  their  faith  in  Jesus  the  Savior.  John  wrote 
so  that  those  who  do  believe  might  share  the  same 
fellowship  that  he  had  so  that  all  Christians  every- 
where can  have  fellowship  Uke  the  disciples  of 
old.  John  emphasized  that  that  fellowship  is  with 
the  Father  God  and  with  His  Son  Jesus  the  Christ. 
Fellowship  in  this  realm  is  participation  in  the 
life  of  God,  partnership  with  Jesus  Christ  and 
His  gospel,  and  with  His  followers  who  seek  to 
live  and  share  this  gospel  with  others.  That  is  the 
true  fellowship  of  the  Christian  family.  Indeed 
this  is  the  fellowship  of  joy. 

Fellowship  with  the  Father  and  with  His  Son, 
participation  in  the  life  of  God,  partnership  in  the 
gospel  task  until  He  comes  or  until  He  calls — 
that  is  the  true  joy  oJ  the  Christian.  Is  it  your 
experience?  Have  you  trusted  in  Jesus  the  Christ 
for  your  own  salvation  in  its  eternal  life  two 
dimensional  expression?  U  not,  why  not  open 
your  Ufe,  yo^ur  heart  and  mind  to  Him  in  faith  as 
you  read?  If  so,  how  are  you  doing?  What  is  the 
level  of  your  progress  into  spiritual  maturity? 
Every  Christian  should  seek  to  be  aware  of  that. 
A  thorough  and  continuing  study  and  daily  appli- 
cation of  the  marvelous  truths  recorded  in  I  John 
wDl  lead  you  always  onward  and  upward  to  the 
prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ. 
Come  along  now  and  enter  into  life  itself,  life  in 
its  true  intention  and  its  ultimate  meaning — for 
after  aH,  the  Christian  faith  is  ALL  ABOUT 
LIFE! 
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LIFE  IN  GOD'S  SERVICE 


The  people  at  the  Coca  Cola  Bottling  Company 
keep  trying  to  persuade  us  that,  "Coke  is  the 
real  thing."  While  very  few  people  'believe  that  to 
be  literally  true,  millions  of  Americans  have 
bought  into  the  "good  time"  philosophy  of  Life. 
We  have  become  a  "NOW"  people.  Our  present 
life-style  encourages  us  to  give  undue,  or  at  least 
excessive  reference  to  factors  in  the  immediate 
situation  when  making  decisions,  which  often  far 
outweigh  possible  future  meanings.  And  so  we 
sing,  "Coke  is  the  real  thing,"  sip  our  drink,  too 
often  content  with  the  moment  and  that  which 
gives  meaning  only  to  that  moment. 

Yet,  it  is  my  understanding  and  belief  that  the 
Bible  provides  our  only  trustworthy  guide  to 
reality.  It  is  God's  revelation  of  His  own  accurate 
wisdom  of  the  essence  and  meaning  of  our  lives 
as  we  come  to  Uve  them  in  Christ.  For  the  individ- 
ual seeking  Christian  maturity,  the  world  must 
be  seen  through  the  eyes  of  Christ,  not  a  coke 
glass,  and  the  WORD  must  spring  to  life  within 
each  lindividual.  That,  of  course,  cannot  happen 
untQ  the  individual  has  come  to  grips  with  God's 
Word  as  His  revelation  of  reality,  and  then  learns 
to  act  on  it. 

It  is  also  my  understanding  that  God  has  never 
been  content  with  knowledge  and  belief  as  an 
end  product  of  man's  religious  experience,  but 
rather  as  one  comes  to  "know"  Gk)d,  in  Christ, 
that  individual  must  come  to  terms  with  the  fact 
that,  "Just  as  a  human  body  without  a  spirit  is 
lifeless,  so  also  faith  is  lifeless  without  o'bedience." 
(James  2:26)  Or  as  the  Apostle  Paul  writes,  "I 
plead  with  you  therefore,  brethren,  by  the  com- 
passion of  God,  to  present  all  your  faculties  to 
Him  as  a  living  and  holy  sacrifice  acceptable  to 
Him — ^a  spiritual  mode  of  worship.  And  do  not 
conform  to  the  present  age,  but  be  transformed  by 
the  entire  renewal  of  your  minds,  so  that  you  may 
learn  by  experience  what  God's  will  is,  namely  all 
that  is  good  and  acceptable  to  Him  and  perfect." 
(Romans  12:1,2) 

Believing  that  the  Bible  provides  our  only  trust- 
worthy guide  to  reality,  and  that  some  way  or 
other  man's  religious  experience  must  move  be- 
yond the  gathering  of  truthful  facts  and  correct 
belief,  to  action,  consider  with  me  a  different 
approach  to  the  study  of  scripture.  This  is  not 
THE  Bible  Study  of  Bible  studies,  but  is  intended 
to  be  a  "change  of  pace,"  which  will  hopefully 
challenge  you  to  re-examme  your  life  in  light  of 
God's  Word. 

Directions: 

1)  Read  rapidly  the  entire  portion  of  selected 
scripture  through  once 

2)  The    second   reading    should  toe   very   slow 
and  deliberate 

AUow^  words  and  phrases  to  penetrate  your 
rnind 

3)  As  you  read  and  reread  the  scripture,  use 
the  following  symbols; 

t    Something  for  which  to  be  thankful 

0   God's  promise 

§    Something  that  convicts  me,  or  "hits 

home" 
t    A  ■command  or  exhocrtation 
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?    Raises  a  question 
!    New  insight  or  understanding 
After  reading  the  directions,  pause  long  enough 
to  ask  God  to  prepare  you  to  receive  a  fresh, 
new  revelation  of  Himself.  Take  your  time  and 
expect  God  to  speak  to  you  through  His  Word. 
"Since  you  have  in  obedience  to  the  truth  puri- 
fied your  souls  for  a  sincere  love  of  the  brethren, 
fervently   love   one   another   from   the  heart,   for 
you  have  been  born  again  not  of  seed  which  is 
perishable  but  imperishable,  that  is,  through  the 
living  and  abiding  word  of  God.  For, 
'AU  flesh  is  like  grass, 
And  all  its  glory  like  the  flower  of  grass. 
The  grass  withers. 
And  the  flower  falls  off, 
But  the  word  of  the  Lord  abides  forever.' 
And  this  is  the  word  which  was  preached  to  you. 
Therefore,  putting  aside  all  malice  and  all  guUe 
and  hypocrisy  and  envy  and  all  slander,  hke  new- 
born babes,  long  for  the  pure  rmlk  of  the  word, 
that  by  it  you  may  grow  in  respect  to  salvation, 
if  you  have  tasted  the  kindness  of  the  Lord.  And 
coming  to  Him  as  to  a  living  stone,  rejected  by 
men,  but  choice  and  precious  in  the  sight  of  God, 
you  also,  as  living  stones,  are  being  buUt  up  as  a 
spiritual  house  for  a  holy  priesthood,  to  offer  up 
spiritual    sacrifices    acceptable    to    God    through 
Jesus  Christ.  For  this  is  contained  in  Scripture: 
'Behold  I  lay  in  Zion  a  choice  stone, 

a  precious  comer  stone,. 
And  he  who  believes  in  Him  shall  not  be 
disappointed.' 
This  precious  value,  then  is  for  you  who  believe, 
but  for  those  who  disbelieve, 

'The  stone  which  the  builders  rejected. 
This  became  the  very  corner  stone,'  and 
'A  stone  of  stumbUng  and  a  rock  of  offense' 
for  they  stumble  because  they  are  disobedient  to 
the  word,  and  to  this  doom  they  were  also  appoint- 
ed. But  you  are  a  chosen  race,  a  royal  priesthood, 
a  holy  nation,  a  people  for  God's  o^wn  possession, 
that  you  may  proclaim  the  excellencies  of  Him 
who  has  called  you  out  of  darkness  into  His  mar- 
velous light;  for  you  once  were  not  a  people,  but 
now  you  are  the  people  of  God;  you  had  not  re- 
ceived mercy,  but  now  you  have  received  mercy." 
(I  Peter  1:22-2:11)   Now  ask  yourself: 

'1)  What  have  I  discovered  of  the  nature  and 
reality  of  God,  in  Christ? 

2)  What  have  I  discovered  about  myself? 

3)  What  truth  has  God  revealed  to  me  through 
His  Word? 

41  If  I  were  to  truly  take  up  the  cross  of 
Christ,  I  mean  to  make  Christ  Lord  of  my 
ILEe,  where  would  that  lead  me? 

5)  What  do  I  now  do  with  my  faith  in  Christ 
Jesus?  Am  I  content  to  sip  my  Coke? 

6)  When  and  where  will  I  continue/begin  to 
invest  my  life  in  (5od's  service? 

Doiialcl  R.  Rinehart,  Associate  Professor 
(if  Religion  Field  Education  is  a  former 
teacher  in  the  Tucson.  Arizona  Public  School 
Si/stem;  Director  of  Camping  Programs  and 
Development   and   Pastor  in   Ohio. 
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by  M.  Virgil  Ingraham 


THE  PRIMARY  TASK  of  the  Church  is  to  "go 
into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  the 
whole  creation."  (Mark  16:15).  The  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  came  into  the  world  for  the  redemption  oi 
all  humanity;  w^hen  He  left  the  earth  He  com- 
mitted to  His  disciples  the  work  of  world 
evangelization. 

THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH  has  estabUshed  the 
Missionary  Board  as  its  evangelistic  arm  reaching 
out  into  the  frontiers  beyond  the  outreach  of  local 
congregations.  The  Missionary  Board's  ministriies 
are  collective  extensions  of  local  and  district  bodies 
to  needy  people  of  the  world  and  in  our  homeland. 

ESTABLISHED  in  1892,  the  Missionary  Board 
of  The  Brethren  Church  now  engages  in  evangel- 
istic Gospel  ministries  overseas  in  Nigeria,  West 
Africa;  Argentina  and  Colombia,  in  South  Ameri- 
ca; India  and  Malaysia,  in  Asia. 

THROUGH  ITS  MISSIONARY  BOARD,  The 
Brethren  Church  is  in  active  partnersihip  with  na- 
tional churches  in  these  countries.  Brethren  mis- 
sionaries  and  their  national  counterparts  are 
preaching  and  teaching  the  Good  News,  seeking 
those  who  are  lost  from  out  of  these  multitudes 
of  people  for  whom  Christ  died  and  Who  are  re- 
sponsive to  the  Gospel. 

IN  NIGERIA  the  national  church  is  well  devel- 
oped, multiplying  "with  substantial  growth  each 
year.  Our  missionary  contributions  consist  of 
special  ministries  suCh  as  training  of  ipastors  and 
evangelists,  translation,  and  develoipment  of  Ut- 
eracy  and  literature  programs. 

IN  ARGENTINA  The  Brethren  lOhurch  is  a 
mature  body  Which  tacreaslngly  is  reaching  out 
inlto  new  cities  and  communities  where  there  is 
no  Gospel  witness.  They  have  recently  organized 
for  church  growth  by  evangelism,  relocating  key 
men  having  evangelistic  gifts  in  areas  of  poten- 
tial and  need.  Brethren  missionaries  Avork  side  by 
side  in  training  leaders,  conducting  an  effective 
program  of  theological  training  by  extension  for 
gifted  people  in  local  churches.  The  cooperative 
Gospeil  radio  ministry  is  programmed  and  recorded 
at  Brethren  headquarters  in  Buenos  Aires  and 
continues  to  enjoy  a  high  numerical  response  of 
Spanish-speaking  listeners  throughout  most  of 
Latin  America. 


IN  COLOMBIA  our  Brethren  missionary  activ- 
ities center  In  Medellin,  a  great  stronghold  of 
traditional  CathoUcisfm  in  the  Latin  American 
world.  Christian  Uterature  distribution,  person-  to- 
person  evangeUsm,  home  Bible  studies,  counseling 
in  crisis;  these  and  other  means  are  used  to  con- 
vey the  wonderful  message  of  salvation  in  Clirist 
through  ifaith  in  Him.  Teaching  in  a  cooperative 
evangelical  seminary  and  mass  evangelism 
through  crusades.  Gospel  films  and  widespread 
Christian  literature  distrilbution  iprovide  other 
avenues  for  shar'ing  the  love  otf  iGod  in  Christ 
Jesus. 

IN  INDIA  the  proclamation  of  the  Good  News 
is  gaki'ing  growing  acceptance  especially  among 
the  humble  village  people  in  out-of-way  places.  The 
great  needs  of  the  common  people  call  for  com- 
passionate ministries  to  provide  food,  clothing  and 
healing  for  their  bodies,  as  well  as  food  for  the 
soul,  through  sharing  the  message  of  life  and  hope 
in  Christ.  Literacy  training  opens  the  way  for 
evangelistic  proclamation  and  distribution  of  Bible 
portions  and  Christian  literature  helps  fill  the 
void  in  the  'lives  orf  the  literate.  The  training  and 
care  of  orphans,  work  among  the  youth,  studies 
with  students  and  various  other  ministries  draw 
people  to  Christ. 

IN  MALAYSIA  the  initial  steps  have  been  taken 
to  iminlster  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
among  people  of  iChinese  origin.  The  missionaries 
are  living  among  these  idol^worsihipi>ers,  demon- 
strating by  life  and  word  what  blessing  there  is 
in  worshipping  and  serving  'the  true  and  living 
God.  Young  people  show  real  interest  in  the  Chris- 
tian faith,  finding  a  special  attraction  for  the  Son 
of  iGod  who  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners 
but  struggle  with  the  resistance  of  their  elders 
to  any  departure  from  the  old,  'traditional  ways. 
Small  group  Bible  studies,  house-to-house  TOtness- 
ing.  Gospel  literature  distribution  and  concern  for 
the  troubled  and  needy  provide  points  of  contact 
for  leading  'responsive  individuals  to  trust  Jesus 
Christ  as  Savior  and  Lord. 

IN  OTHER  COUNTRIES  of  the  world  there  are 
mlUions  of  unreached  people.  The  Missionary 
Board  is  committed  to  the  task  of  world  evangel 
ization   and  seeks  openinig  doors  into  still  other 
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countries  where  Brethren  missionaries  might  enter 
I  with  the  Gospel. 

IN  OUR  OWN  COUNTRY  the  emphasis  is  on 
H  church  growith,  reaching  out  to  the  unsaved  and 
providing  spiritual  nurture  in  Christian  disciple- 
Ship.  Coupled  with  this  extension  outreach  are 
special  ministries  such  as  a  'biUngual  work  among 
Mexican-Americans,  service  to  the  needy  in  de- 
prived Appalachia,  a  ministry  to  troubled  youth 
and  adults,  and  the  development  of  effective  Bible 
learning  resources. 

IN  THIS  CHANGING  AGE  around  -the  world 
our  missionary  worlt  requires  frequent  evalua- 
tions and  consequent  variation  of  means  and 
methods.  Even  so,  in  spite  of  change,  the  message 
of  Christ  and  His  salvation  remains  unchanged, 


being  fuUy  adequate  to  meet  the  needs  of  all  peo- 
ple everywhere.  This,  then,  is  our  missionary  man- 
date: to  go  with  the  Gospel  wherever  there  is 
need  and  opportunity,  at  home  and  around  the 
world.  Our  commitment  is  to  the  fulfillment  of 
the  task  of  world  evangelization,  that  unreached 
people  far  and  near,  by  all  means,  might  come 
to  know  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior  and  Lord. 

:\1.  Vngii  Inyraham  is  the  Ge/iemi  Sec- 
retary of  the  Missionary  Board  of  The 
Brethren  Church.  He  is  represented  on 
the  Central  Council;  the  Fraternal  Relu- 
tions  Committee  of  the  General  Conference 
Or(jani.zation. 


Proclaiming  the   WHOLE   GOSPEL,  for  the   WHOLE   WORLD 


THE  HISTORICAL  DEVELOPMENT 
OF  THE  SEMINARY 


One  of  the  things  that  set  a  portion  of  the 
Brethren  apart  as  Progressives  In  the  1870-1880's 
was  their  adherence  to  the  principle  of  education. 
The  -need  for  facilities  for  the  training  of  ministers 
became  a  growinig  concern  of  the  church  pro- 
gressives throug'h  the  1870's.  "By  1878,  the  pro- 
gressive-minded Brethren  were  convinced  that  ttiey 
must  have  a  school  that  would  not  be  throttled 
by  the  opponents  of  a  better  trained  inlnistry." 
(iRonk-Shultz,  "A  History  of  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary") 

Elder  E.  L.  Yoder,  in  referring  hack  to  the 
founding  of  Ashland  CoUege/Seminary  said,  "The 
Progressives  .  .  .  realized  that  in  order  to  have  cin 


by  Dr.  J.  R.  Shultz 

educated  ministry,  they  must  provide  for  their 
education."  (Brethren  Evangelist  Vol.  XXIII,  No. 
3,  p.  4) 

In  a  statement  made  by  Dr.  E.  E.  Jacobs  in 
regard  to  the  founding  of  Ashland  College/Sem- 
inary, he  said,  "Perhaps  as  influential  a  group  of 
ministers  as  co'Uld  ibe  formed  within  the  whole 
church  (German  Baptist)  lived  in  Ashland  and 
Wayne  counties,  Ohio.  So,  within  the  territory,  viz. 
at  Maple  Grove  Church  near  Ashland,  a  meeting 
was  called  in  March,  1877  in  order  to  discuss  the 
matter  of  a  college."  (Ashland  College  BuUetin, 
Vol.  VI,  No.  1,  1932,  p.  5) 

The  re-incorporation  of  the  school  in  1888  includ- 
ed Article  I,  "The  Objective  of  the  Corporation": 
"Section  I.    The  Objective  of  this  corporation 
shall  be  to  establish  and  maintain  a  univer- 
sity for  promoting  education,  morality,  relig- 
ion, and  the  Fine  Arts,  and  to  secure  to  its 
merrtbers    and    patrons    the    advantages    of 
approved  piety  and  talents  for  the  ministry 
of  the  Brethren  Church." 
"Section  II.    The  training  of  suitalble  men  for 
'the  ministry  of  the  Gospel  shall  always  toe 
sacredly  regarded  as  one  of  the  main  objec- 
tives of  the  Institution." 
However,  the  year  1906  marks  the  rise  of  theo- 
logical 'training  in  Ashland  "University"  from  the 
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level  of  a  Bible  deipantment  to  the  level  of  a  sem- 
inary. Dr.  J.  Allen  Miller  resigned  as  president  of 
the  College  to  serve  as  Dean  of  the  newly  organ- 
ized Seminary.  The  new  Ashland  Seminary  carried 
the  status  of  an  undergraduate  department  only 
until  1930  wfhen  it  ibecame  a  graduate  school  of 
theology. 

The  year  1929  set  the  stage  for  the  major  Change 
in  seminary  status  for  Ashland  College.  Dr.  Alva 
McClaln  outlined  an  eight-point  seminary  program 
which  was  adopted  by  the  Board  without  a  dissent- 
ing vote.  The  Seminary,  as  a  graduate  theological 
school,  was  begun  in  September,  1930. 

Ashland  College  Theological  Seminary  was  lo- 
cated on  the  College  campus,  teaching  the  same 
curriculum  from  >1930-1958.  In  1958,  the  Seminary 
moved  to  the  John  C.  Myers  estate,  910  Center 
Street.  From  1958  to  1962,  a  special  Seminary 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  composed 
of  President  Clayton,  Dean  Flora,  Dr.  J.  Garber 
Drushal,  Rev.  Spencer  Gentle,  and  Dr.  J.  R.  Shultz 
was  given  the  assignment  of  determining  the  place 
of  the  Seminary  in  the  life  of  the  College  and  the 
Church  for  the  future.  After  many  meetings  with 
numerous  consultants,  it  was  decided  that  the 
heritage  of  the  institution  and  the  ministry  of  the 
Brethren  Church  demanded  a  center  of  preparation 
for  Christian  ministers.  The  following  program 
was  adopted. 
A.  Objectives 

1.  Full   accreditation   of  the  Seminary  by  the 
American  Association  of  Theological  Schools. 

2.  Enrollment     of     fifty     Brethren     Seminary 
students. 

3.  Setting    up    a    new    college    Department    of 
Bible  and  Philosophy. 

4.  Expanding  faculty  to  cover  every  theological 
department. 

5.  Development  of  Seminary  campus: 

a.  Alteration  of  the  Myers  Seminary  build- 
ing, library,  classrooms,  office. 

b.  Housing  for  Seminary  students. 


c.  Seminary  chapel  for  worship  and  homi- 
letics. 
6.  Develop  a  financially  feasible  institution. 

Dr.  J.  R.  Shultz  was  appointed  Dean  and  began 
the  development  program  in  September  of  1963. 
The  budget  cost  for  altering  the  Seminary  build- 
ing, including  library,  chapel,  and  classrooms  was 
$200,000.  A  three-year  campaign  in  the  church 
underwrote  most  of  Phase  I.  The  alteration  to 
the  Seminary  building  was  accomplished  in  1964. 

The  three  major  areas  of  development  for 
accreditation  included  faculty,  students,  and 
library.  The  following  graph  shows  the  growth 
of  Ashland  Seminary  faculty: 

1964    1965    1967    1968    1973    1974 

5  7  8  9  10  11 

Even  more  important  than  the  statistics  is  the 
quality  and  dedication  of  the  faculty.  Each  faculty 
member  is  highly  trained  in  all  major  fields  of 
theological  education.  1975  marked  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
when  there  was  at  least  one  faculty  member  in 
each  department  of  theological  education  with  an 
earned  doctorate  degree.  These  men  form  a  strong 
collegiality  in  the  preparation  of  qualified  men 
for  the  Gospel  ministry.  They  give  unstintingly  of 
their  time  and  effort  beyond  their  specific 
assignments. 

The  Theological  Library  also  received  major 
attention  during  the  development  program.  The 
National  Laymens'  Organization  helped  in  this 
major  undertaking  by  pledging  and  giving  $30,000. 
In  1963,  there  were  approximately  five  thousand 
books  in  a  garage.  By  1975,  there  are  42,000  books 
fully  catalogued  in  a  spacious  new  library.  This 
includes  periodicals,  reference  section,  study 
carrels,  Brethren  archives,  archaeological  collec- 
tion, etc.  Dr.  James  McCord,  President  of  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary,  stated  that  it  was  one  of 
the  best  small  theological  libraries  he  had  ever 
seen. 
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Dr.  Albert  Ronk  joined  the  Seminary  faculty  in 
1967  as  Ch^lrch  historian  and  archivist.  During 
this  period  of  time,  he  not  only  did  considerable 
writing  'but  developed  the  Brethren  archives. 
Again,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
Progressive  Brethren  Church,  there  is  a  repository 
for  church  documents.  This  growing  collection 
includes  all  three  Sauer  Bibles,  a  complete  collec- 
tion of  annuals  of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
Church,  District  Conference  minutes,  Minutes  of 
the  Trials  of  the  Church,  biographies  of  person- 
ages in  the  church,  and  extensive  files  on  par- 
ticular subjects  of  interest  to  the  Brethren  Church. 

The  purpose  of  it  all,  of  course,  is  the  training 
of  men  and  women  in  the  Gospel  ministry.  The 
Seminary  enrollment  in  1960  began  with  six 
students.  During  the  Second  World  War,  in  1946, 
enrollment  was  again  as  low  as  seven  students. 
The  enrollment  continued  with  an  average  of 
about  fifteen  students  through  the  fifties  and 
sixties,  never  enough  to  fulfill  the  needs  of  the 
Church.  Therefore,  the  goal  of  fifty  Brethren 
students  was  established  in  order  to  graduate 
enough  men  each  year  to  supply  the  needs  of  the 
Church:  pastoral  tministers,  missionaries,  teaching 
ministers,  board  executives,  and  special  ministries. 
Following  is  a  graph  showing  the  growth  of  Sem- 
inary enrollment: 

1963    1964    1965    1966    1967    1968 
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63  70  91  111  130  151 

From  1963  to  1973,  there  were  sixty  graduates 
of  the  Seminary  who  are  now  serving  the  Brethren 
Church.  This  includes  forty  pastors,  eight  mission- 
aries, four  professors,  and  eight  in  si)ecial 
mimstries. 

Because  of  the  growth  and  development  of  the 
Seminary,  many  students  from  other  church  back- 
grounds were  attracted  to  its  program.  Out  of  this 
new  kind  of  student  'body,  there  are  i)ersons  seek- 
ing a  "church  home".  Included  in  this  group  are 
missionaries  Prasantha  Kumar,  Vijay  Kumar, 
Juan  Miranda,  and  David  Loi.  This,  in  turn,  has 
provided  the  Brethren  Church  with  the  opportunity 
of  new  mission  fields  in  India,  Malaysia,  and  theo- 
logical extension  in  Argentina. 

The  evaluation  of  Seminary  property  and  finan- 
cial  resources   in   1958   was   limited.   The   Myers 


Seminary  property  was  evaluated  at  $75,000.  The 
gardens,  which  were  given  a  few  years  later,  were 
evaluated  at  $25,000.  The  alteration  and  addition 
to  the  main  Seminary  building  increased  its  value 
to  an  estimated  $500,000.  In  addition,  the  book 
collection  has  increased  from  an  evaluation  of 
$20,000  to  $350,000. 

A  part  of  the  T.  W.  Miller  estate  adjacent  to 
the  Seminary  property  was  made  available  in  1971 
for  $54,000.  This  was  underwritten  by  the  Stephen 
Bashor  estate.  The  W.M.S.  of  the  Church  then 
raised  $50,000  as  down-payment  on  Seminary  hous- 
ing. The  large  apartment  complex  was  built  in 
1971  with  a  total  evaluation  of  $400,000.  This  lovely 
building  has  provided  excellent  housing  for  stu- 
dents in  preparation  for  the  Gospel  ministry. 
During  this  same  period  of  time,  several  other 
properties  were  acquired.  Many  individuals  of  the 
Brethren  Church  helped  in  the  acquisition  of  these 
properties.  The  largest  gift  was  the  Ira  J.  Hoover 
estate  in  the  amount  of  $240,000.  The  present 
evaluation  of  the  Seminary  campus  property  is 
estimated  to  be  $1,500,000. 

The  Seminary  development  program  has  also 
raised  approximately  $100,000  for  Seminary  En- 
dowed Scholarships. 

At  the  heart  of  it  aU,  however,  is  the  going  forth 
of  the  Gospel  in  the  Brethren  Church  in  the  United 
States  and  around  the  world.  The  goal  of  the 
development  program  of  the  Seminary  is  evan- 
gelism and  church  growth.  It  has  always  been  the 
dream  of  the  Seminary  that  its  develojMnent  and 
growth  would  be  an  example  to  the  Church  and 
the  denominations  as  a  whole.  The  Statement  of 
Faith  of  the  Seminary  has  never  changed.  How- 
ever, the  practical  ministry  of  implementing  this 
Gospel  in  a  contemporary  world  is  constantly 
changing  to  meet  the  needs  of  God's  people. 

"And  he  gave  some,  apostles;  and  some,  proph- 
ets; and  some,  evangelists;  and  some,  pastors  and 
teachers  for  the  perfecting  of  the  saints  for  the 
work  of  the  ministry  for  the  edifying  of  the  body 
of  Christ."     (Eph.  4:11, 12) 


Dr.  Josrpii  A',  csliuitr..  Vict'  Preatdetit  for 
the  Senmjary  has  served  as  })astor  in  Ohio 
and  Washington,  D.C.;  as  Field  Secretai-y. 
Brethren  Sunday  School  Board;  Moderator. 
General  Conference  of  The  Brethren  Church. 


Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
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THE  BENEVOLENT  BOARD 


by  Beverly  Summ% 


The  Benevolent  Board  of  The  Bretiiren  Ohuroh 
has  been  charged  with  the  task  of  caring  for  the 
needs  of  the  elderly  and  our  efforts  are  manifested 
in  facilities  and  programs  to  meet  these  needs. 
Dorman  Ronk,  Executive  Director,  and  Beverly 
Summy,  Office  Secretary,  staff  The  Benevolent 
Board  office  and  are  involved  in  developing  the 
following  for  senior  citizens: 

PROGRAMS 

1.  Superannuated  Ministers  Fund — this  rettre- 
rnent  proigram  was  begun  many  years  before 
the  present  retirement  plan  was  made  avail- 
a:ble.  Nearly  $3,000  is  paid  annually  to  retired 
ministers   or  their  widows  in  the  program. 

2.  GAF — ^Golden  Agers  Fellowship,  sponsored  by 
The  Benevolent  Board,  is  a  program  initiated 
in  1974  in  local  congregations  to  meet  needs  of 
senior  citizens  who  are  living  at  home  rather 
than  in  a  retirement  facUity.  This  is  a  program 
of  activity  and  concern  for  and  by  retirees 
within  the  church  structure  as  well  as  outside. 
Regular  features  in  THE  EVANGELIST  sup- 
plement the  program  with  new  ideas  and  helps. 

FACILITIES 

1.  The  Brethren's  Home  of  Indiana,  Inc. — this 
was  the  first  retirement  facility  of  The  Breth- 
ren Church,  beginning  operation  in  1923.  Lo- 
cated at  Flora,  Indiana,  The  Brethren's  Home 
has  experienced  tremendous  gro^vth  since  1967 
when  a  new  building  was  erected  for  nursing 
facilities,  in  addition  to  the  original  structure 
and  three  cottages  on  the  40-acre  site.  A  second 
addition  in  1974  provides  a  total  of  85  beds 
for  nursing  and  residential  care.  The  original 
building  has  been  renovated  into  9  apartments 
as  the  first  unit  of  Brethren  Village,  the  retire- 
ment complex  at  The  Brethren's  Home. 
Cottages  are  being  renovated  also  as  a  part  of 
the  apartment  area  and  construction  wUl  begin 
on  10  more  apartments  in  the  near  future  with 
plans  for  more,  as  the  demand  has  been  great 
in  this  area.  For  information  write:  The 
Brethren's  Home,  Rt.  2,  Box  97,  Flora,  Indiana 
46929. 

2.  Brethren  Care — ^Ashland,  Ohio — this  is  the 
second  retirement  facility  erected  by  The 
Benevolent  Board.  This  100  bed  facility  with 
three  retirement  apartments  opened  its  doors 
in  August,  1972.  Additional  land  has  recently 
been  purchased  adjoining  the  present  acreage 
which  will  allow  for  needed  expansion. 
Demands  for  retirement  apartments  and  addi- 
tional facilities  for  the  nursing  center  make 
expansion  imperative.  Information  available 
at:  Brethren  Care,  2000  Center  St.,  Ashland, 
Ohio  44805 


Buckeye  Apartments  —  Ashland,  Ohio  —  nin« 
unique,  iground  level  apartments  have  beei 
built  at  230  College  Avenue  to  provide  comfort 
able  living  for  active  retirees.  Features  ar< 
complete  kitchens,  carpet,  air  conditioning 
maintenance,  laundry  facilities,  private  patios 
and  ample  storage.  These  apartments  are  avail- 
able on  either  a  Life-use  Contract  or  renta] 
basis.  Contact:  The  Benevolent  Board,  62f 
Center  St.,  Ashland,  Ohio  44805. 
Martin  House — ^Ashland,  Ohio — Completion  ol 
this  83  unit  apartment  building  for  elderly 
came  in  February  1974.  Construction  was  made 
possible  under  the  Government  236  Program, 
and  The  Benevolent  Board  is  the  Managing 
Agent.  The  apartments  are  all  one  bedroom  and 
include  such  features  as  complete  kitchen  with 
stove,  frost-free  refrigerator;  disposal;  6  ft 
sliding  glass  patio  door;  balcony  or  patio; 
closets;  Cable  TV  hook-up;  carpet  and  tilt 
floors.  Apartments  are  available  on  a  renta: 
basis  only.  The  Benevolent  Board  Offiice 
located  at  Martin  House,  625  Center  Street 
Ashland,  Ohio  44805. 
Brethren  Care — Pennsylvania — this  work  was 
incorporated  in  March,  1972,  to  care  for  th« 
elderly  through  the  auspices  of  The  Brethren 
Church.  Funds  are  being  gathered  to  erect 
retirement  center  on  a  site  at  Johnstown. 
Donation  of  a  beautiful  36-acre  tract  of  lane 
was  received  in  1973  from  Miss  Edna  M.  Fresh 
in  memory  of  her  m.other.  Survey  of  the  land 
has  been  made  and  an  architectural  firm 
working  on  plans  for  this  development.  An 
initial  unit  of  80-bed  health  care  and  80  or  more 
apartments  are  scheduled  for  1976.  Areas  for  J 
construction  of  private  cottages  or  homes  wi] 
be  available  also.  Correspondence  or  gifts  con-j 
cerning  this  project  should  be  directed  to:' 
Brethren  Care  of  Pennsylvania,  R.R.  No.  1,'J 
Mineral  Point,  Pennsylvania  15942. 
Brethren  Care — South  Bend,  Indiana — a  cor- 
poration was  formed  in  January  1974  for  this 
newest  effort  to  provide  retirement  facilities 
for  the  elderly.  Many  avenues  have  been  studied 
and  different  approaches  to  the  development 
of  the  project  are  being  considered.  The  John 
Gard  Company  has  been  hired,  the  feasibility 
study  is  completed,  a  site  has  been  selected, 
and  plans  are  being  developed  for  a  total  re- 
tirement complex  with  100-bed  health  care  and 
over  150  apartments. 


Miss  Beverly  Summy  is  serving  as  office ' 
Secretary  of  The  Benevolent  Board  of  The 
Breth ren   Church . 
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WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 


by  Mrs.  Pauline  Winfield 


THE  WOMAN'S  IVHSSIONABY  SOCIETY  is  a 

supporting  organization  of  the  Brethren  Church. 
"We  believe  the  work  of  our  women  to  be  a  great 
factor  for  good  In  the  church  and  that  organized 
effort  can  accomplish  more  than  can  be  done  with- 
out organization."  We  endeavor  to  develop  Chris- 
tian Character  and  the  various  talents  of  the 
women;  to  inspire  consecration  and  personal  con- 
cern for  the  work  of  Missions — ^Home,  Foreign, 
and  the  local  Community;  to  provide  Christian 
fellowship  and  opportunities  for  service.  The  scope 
of  the  work  is  three-fold:  National,  District  and 
Local. 

A  NATIONAL  W.M.S.  CONFERENCE  is  held 
each  year,  correlating  with  that  of  the  Brethren 
Denomination,  where  delegates  from  the  Societies 
and  District  representatives  meet  to  establish 
goals  and  guidelines,  along  with  a  National  Proj- 
ect, for  the  coming  year's  work.  Both  Project  and 
Thank  Offerings  are  brought  to  the  Conference, 
where  inspirational  events  and  warm  fellowship 
encompass  aU  with  a  spirit  of  oneness  in  Christ. 

SERVICE  PROJECTS,  BENEVOLENCES— The 
women  have  proven  their  worth  time  and  again 
in  their  prayer  support  for  missions,  missionaries, 
ohuroh  and  denominational  needs,  both  physical 
and  spiritual.  Ashland  Theological  Seminary,  in- 
cluding housing  for  students  and  their  famiUes, 
Ashland  College,  Rest  Homes,  Care  centers  and 
hospitals  have  felt  the  blessing  of  prayer,  work 
and  gifts  from  these  wonderful  women.  Assisting 
in  the  building  of  Chapels,  classrooms,  dispen- 
saries, missionary  housing  on  foreign  and  home 
ground,  plus  food,  clothing  and  supphes  for  World 
Relief  and  like  agencies;  all  have  been  blessed  by 
these  dedicated  hearts  and  hands. 

DISTRICTS— Each  choose  special  Projects  year- 
ly, again  correlating  their  work  and  annual  meet- 
ing itime  with  that  of  the  District  Brethren  Con- 
ference; seeking  to  enlarge  Christ's  Kingdom, 
serving  the  Lord  and  His  people.  Youth  camps 
have  been  the  recipients  of  generous  support  in 
work,  gifts  and  prayers  from  these  resourseful 
women.  Scholarships  toward  College  education  are 
offered  by  severail  District  as  well  as  the  National 
W.M.S. 

The  LOCAL  SOCIETY,  wdth  its  unrelenting 
faith,  and  beheving  that  "with  God  all  things  are 
possible",  is  where  the  action  really  is!  With  Christ 
the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  each  woman  becomes  a 
witness  to  His  love  and  leadership  by  her  willing- 
ness to  sihare  in  the  work  for  His  Kingdom. 

MEETINGS— in  homes  of  members  or  in  the 
church,  generally  are  held  monthly  for  spiritual 


refreshment  through  Bible  meditation,  studies, 
topics,  prayer  circles  and  sharing.  Here,  in  an 
atmosphere  of  Christian  fellowship,  plans  are 
initiated  for  the  various  work  projects  to  be 
accomplished. 

THE  WOMAN'S  OUTLOOK— This  ibimonthly 
magazine  presents  program  suggestions,  theme 
and  related  topics  for  the  devotional  meetings, 
inspirational  items,  news  and  reports  of  W.M.S. 
activities.  The  lively  little  publication  comes  with- 
out charge  to  each  member.  (Non-members  can 
subscribe  for  one  dollar  ($1.00/per  year) 

MEIVIBERSHIP— It  is  not  necessary  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Brethren  Church  to  be  a  member 
of  the  W.M.S.  (or  S.M.M.).  Any  woman  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  purpose  of  the  organization  may 
join  at  any  time.  The  four  dollar  ($4.00)  donation 
(apportionment  per  year)  goes  to  work  Ln  many 
ways  including  Missions,  Benevolences,  publishing 
the  Outlook,  National  Conference  and  various 
minimal  operational  expenses. 

SISTERHOOD  OF  MARY  AND  MARTHA— is 
an  auxiliary  for  girls  under  the  guidance  and 
sponsorship  of  the  W.M.S.  Similarly  organized, 
S.M.M.  offers  a  program  adapted  to  suit  the  needs 
of  the  younger  woman  (between  ages  nine  and 
thirty).  Accomplishing  their  objectives  assures  a 
deeper  devotion  to  Christ  and  a  spirit  of  sisterhood 
among  them;  maturing  into  Godly  womanhood 
blessed  by  a  benevolent  Christ-centered  heart  and 
a  missionary  vision  that  extends  world-wide. 

SIGNAL  LIGHTS— is  also  sponsored  by  the 
W.M.S.,  with  a  two-fold  purpose:  To  'help  the  chil- 
dren (boys  and  girls)  know  Jesus  as  Saviour  and 
to  acquaint  them  with  our  Mission  work.  The 
Editor  of  Signal  Lights,  an  officer  of  the  National 
W.M.S.,  supplies  materials  and  ideas  for  programs, 
crafts,  etc.,  and  generally  oversees  the  work. 
Local  W.M.S.  members  Who  are  interested  in  this 
ministry  serve  as  Patronesses  helping  to  organize 
and  instruct  the  children;  a  rewarding  experience 
— for  both. 

THE  W.M.S. — ^has  much  to  offer;  Avail  yourself 
of  this  opportioni'ty  to  be  a  part  of  the  action,  izntil 
His  Coming!     Matthew  9:37,38. 


Mrs.  Pauline  Winfield  is  President  of 
the  National  Woman's  Missionai-y  Society  of 
The  Brethren  Church.  She  is  a  member  of 
The  First  Brethren  Chtirch  in  Neiv  Lebanon, 
Ohio. 
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LAY  MAN    1 

by  James  Payne 


Abraham  Lincoln  is  quoted  as  saying,  "God 
moist  have  loved  the  common  man,  He  made  so 
many  of  them."  That  can  also  be  said  of  the  Lay- 
men of  our  Brotherhood.  There  is  more  than  meets 
the  eye.  At  home  he  is  'the  provider  in  most  fam- 
ilies, and  provider  means  more  than  room  and 
board.  It  usually  means  the  transporting  of  the 
family,  providing  Sunday  shoes,  coat,  hat,  etc., 
and  even  the  coins  for  the  earliest  offering  the 
children  give.  Unheralded  laymen  work  on  our 
ohuroh  buildings  —  painting,  repairing,  pouring 
cement.  Men  love  to  help  and  encourage  their 
families  and  folks,  reimoving  obstacles  to  a  com- 
fortable and  enjoyable  warship  service.  One  man 
admits  to  having  a  "tin  ear"  as  far  as  music  is 
'Concerned,  and  yet  he  has  freely  allowed  his  wife 
to  teach,  train  and  participate  in  music  activities 
Which  have  provided  a  tremendous  blessing  to  the 
home  ohuroh  and  community.  The  by-product  has 
been  a  great  enridhment  to  the  lives  involved. 

At  District  Conferences,  even  though  they  may 
be  busy  times  for  farmers  and  those  in  other  pro- 
fessions and  occupations,  more  are  attending  the 
sessions,  and  I  expect  some  others  Whom  we  do 
not  see  are  doing  extra  duty  at  home  so  the  other 
members  of  the  family  can  be  free  to  come  to 
Conference. 

There  is  a  word  of  oomimendation  for  this  type 
person  in  the  Bible,  when  those  who  stayed  by 
the  "stuff"  were  awarded  equal  honor  with  those 
who  were  free  to  do  battle  •with  the  enemies.  There 
is  also  mentioned  in  I  Cor.  12:28,  the  gift  of 
"helps".  This  often  describes  the  layman,  who, 
from  his  position  in  the  Ibackground,  encourages 
and  makes  possible  the  many  'things  that  our 
youth  and  women  do. 

In  saying  'that  the  men  at  home  support,  send, 
and  finance  the  attendance  of  O'ther  members  of 
the  family  and  dhuroh,  I  do  not  say  this  is  best 
in  all  cases.  Far  better,  if  possible  at  aU,  would 
be  that  the  men  should  come  too.  Fellowship,  in- 
spiration, and  rest  frorn  home  tasks  often  is 
needed.  Then,  possibly  more  important,  their  pres- 
ence is  essential  to  give  guidance  and  o'ften  reason- 
ableness to  business  items  brought  up  in  sessions 
of  Conference.  Highly  in  demand  is  the  benefit  of 
their  mature  Christian  outlook  in  manv  facets  of 
the  work  of  His  Church. 

Men  working  with  men  is  the  way  Jesus  started 
His  Church,  which  "the  gates  of  'heU  shall  not 
prevail  against."  Men  working  with  men  can  re- 
vitalize our  dh'urdh  land  buUd  our  effectiveness. 


It  is  difficult  to  single  out  or  mention  names  of 
laymen,  because  so  .many  have  in  the  past  and 
are  now  contributing  to  our  church  growth  and 
spiritual  stabUity. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned  how  much  lay- 
men do  as  a  labor  of  love  in  and  for  their  local 
churches  and  in  their  respective  Districts  and, 
unless  they  are  mentioned  briefly  in  the  Sunday 
Church  Bulletin,  these  deeds  are  never  given  the 
recognition  deserved.  They  wiU  be  some  time  in 
the  future  when  the  phrase,  "Well  done,  thou  good 
and  faithful  servant"  is  directed  to  them. 

There  are  a  few  projects  that  have  been  under- 
taken by  The  National  Laymen  that  should  be 
mentioned  here,  although  some  of  those  men  Who 
were  responsible  for  seeing  that  the  projects  were 
carried  out  and  completed  are  no  longer  with  us 
in  body. 

In  1961  a  ten-year  jyroject  was  undertaken  to 
provide  $30,000  worth  of  books  for  the  library  of 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary,  a  deed  which  con- 
tributed considerably  toward  its  accreditation. 

A  radio  program,  "THE  VOICE  OF  THE 
BRETHREN  CHURCH,"  was  underwritten  iby  the 
N.L.O.  in  the  years  1962-63.  This  may  have  been 
the  forerunner  of  many  such  proigrams  ^vhioh  are 
now  another  outreach  of  The  Brethren  Churdi. 

In  1966  a  venture  was  taken  on,  in  addition  to 
the   library  books,   in   purchasing  and  having 
Landrover    delivered    to    the    Mission    Field    ; 
Nigeria. 

More  recen'tly  in  the  years  from  1970  and  at  the 
present  time  the  N.L.O.  provided  the  wherewithal 
for  audio-visiual  equip'ment  for  Mission  Board  and 
for  a  Seminary  scholarship  program. 

We  should  appreciate  these  men,  every  one,  and 
pray  for  their  encouragement  and  Vision  to  help 
"Let  the  Church  'Grow"  wth  "Laymen  Alive 
in  75". 


James  Payne  is  President  of  The  National 
Laymen's  Organization  of  The  Brethren 
Church.  He  is  a  Board  Representative  to 
the  Central  Cotmcil  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence Organization  as  well  as  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  that  organiza- 
tion. He  is  a  member  of  The  Brethren 
Church  in  Burlington,  Indiana  and  a  past 
Moderator  of  The  Indiana  District  of  Breth- 
ren Churches.  , 
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by  Fred  Burkey 


BACKGROUND 

The  Board  of  Christian  Education  was  created 
by  the  General  Conference  throuigli  a  merger  of 
the  Sunday  School  and  Youth  Boards  in  1966.  The 
responsibilities  of  both  organizations  were  as- 
signed to  the  new  denominational  agency.  Com- 
missions on  children,  youth,  adult,  family  and 
training  were  formed  and  given  appropriate  tasks. 

Although  the  Board's  responsiibiUties  remained 
essentially  unchanged,  realignments  have  been 
made  from  time  to  time.  In  1974,  the  Commissions 
were  dissolved  in  favor  of  a  task  force  concept 
which  permitted  the  flexibility  necessary  to  "home 
in"  on  specific  problems  as  they  arise.  Task 
forces  Will  operate  until  their  specific  task  is 
completed.  Emphases  in  the  Board's  work  is  on 
problem-solving  and  program  development. 


MAJOR   PROGRAIVIS  AND  SERVICES 

The  Church  school  is  of  great  importance  to  the 
life  and  work  of  The  Brethren  Church.  It  is  gen- 
erally recognized  that  the  core  of  the  church's 
discipleship  program  is  the  dhurch  school.  There- 
fore, teacher/leader  training  and  an  excellent 
curriculum  are  essential.  The  Board  of  Christian 
Education  works  with  Gospel  Light  Publications  in 
a  denominational  imprint  program.  The  Brethren 
imprint  curriculum  is  Bible^based  and  education- 
ally sound.  To  insure  the  best  use  of  these  fine 
materials.  The  Board  publicizes  and  sponsors 
International  Center  for  Learning  Seminars  for 
teacher  training.  The  Board  also  sponsors  in- 
dhurch  and  district  workshops  for  Christian  edu- 
cation and  youth  leaders.  Resources  are  high- 
lighted in  "BCE  NEWS,"  a  quarterly  feature  of 
THE   BRETHREN  EVANGELIST. 


Oversight  of  the  denominational  youth  program 
is  -another  Board  responsibility.  Of  special  im- 
portance in  this  program  are  the  Summer  Crusa- 
ders and  the  Naffiohal  BYC  Convention.  Summer 
Crusaders  are  young  people  (usually  ihigh  school 
seniors  or  college  students)  who  volunteer  to 
work  in  Brethren  churches,  missions  or  institu- 
tions. Such  Chrisitian  service  has  provided  much 
inspiration  for  the  chuxiah  and  valuable  on-the-job 
training  for  the  future  pastoral  and  lay  leaders 
of  the  denominaltion.  The  National  BYC  Conven- 
tion  is    also   a   traininig   ground   as   it   prepares 


Brethren  young  people  to  make  responsible  lead- 
ership decisions.  The  National  BYC  Council, 
consisting  of  elected  and  appointed  youth,  meets 
periodically  to  assist  The  Board  in  evaluating  the 
youth  program  and  to  identify  emerging  needs. 
Resource  ma:terials  are  availa;ble  through  the 
Board  office  for  the  youth  ministry. 

An  Audio-Visucil  ministry  has  also  been  a  part 
of  the  Board's  service.  A  modem  fihnstrip  and 
cassette  library  has  'been  collected,  organized  and 
made  availalble  on  a  rental  ^basis  to  individuals 
and  idhunshes. 


Fred  Burkey  is  Director  of  Christian  Ed- 
ucation of  the  National  Board  of  Christian 
Education  of  The  Brethren  Church. 
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WORLD  RELIEF  BOARD 


by  Phil  Lersch 


1 


Brethren  'have  expressed  tiheir  concern  for  the 
physical  and  material  needs  of  people,  along  with 
their  spiritual  needs,  for  many  years.  This  con- 
cern was  demonstrated  primarily  as  a  part  of  the 
long-standing  benevolent  work  of  the  Home  and 
World  Mission  Board  and  that  of  the  Benevolent 
Board  itself.  Included  were  such  ^ministries  at 
home  and  abroad  as 

hospital  and  clinic  care  in  Nigeria, 

clothing  rooms  and  home  economics  classes  in 

Kentucky  mountains, 
and  retirement  homes  for  the  elderly  in 
Indiana  and  Ohio. 
Then  in  1966-67,  the  Peace  Committee  of  General 
Conference    assumed    the    responsibility    of    pre- 
senting the  needs  of  World  Relief  to  the  churches 
and  designing  an  organized  procedure  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  funds  contributed.  General  Conference 
approved  the  channeling  of  all  World  ReUef  monies 
through  the  committee  treasurer  and  forwarding 
them  to  the  WORLD  RELIEF  COMMISSION  of 
the  NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION   OF  EVANGEL- 
ICALS. Thus  WRC  has  continued  to  be  the  official 
agency  for  distribution  of  Brethren  World  Relief 
gifts  and  offerings. 

In  1971,  a  separate  World  Belief  COMMITTEE 
was  formed  to  give  emphasis  to  the  growing 
work,  and  in  1974  this  Committee  was  voted  the 
status  of  a  "cooperating  board"  of  General  Con- 
ference and  named  the  World  Relief  BOARD,  with 
5  members. 

Financial  growth  reflects  the  increasing  interest 
in  World  Relief  by  Brethren  people — from  "noth- 
ing" in  1965  to  $16,223  in  1974.  And  the  number  of 
churches  involved  has  increased  from  "zero"  to 
75  or  80  annually.  This  dhart  outlines  the  increased 
interest  and  support: 

YEAR  RECEIPTS 

1965  0 

1966-67  $1,546 

1967-68  $4,630 

1968-69  $6,363 

1969-70  $7,316 

1971  $7,725 

1972  $9,499 

1973  $13,502 

1974  $16,223 

April  of  every  year  is  designated  as  World  Relief 
Month  in  the  Brethren  Church — at  which  time 
special  publicity  appears  in  The  Bretliren  Evan- 
gelist and  leaflets  are  sent  to  each  church.  Some 
churches  receive  special  offerings  at  that  time, 
■While  others  make  World  Relief  a  regular  budget 
item. 

Several  churches  have  sponsored  a  Soup  Supper 
for  World  Relief  to  raise  money — patterned  after 
the  Soup  Supper  for  World  Relief  held  annually  at 
General  Conference.  This  event  has  netted  $2,040 
for  World  Relief  over  the  past  9  years. 

The  WORLD  RELIEF  COMMISSION,  through 
Which  Brethren  money  is  distributed,  is  the  World 
Relief  arm  for  over  36,000  local  churches  in  the 
NAE  (totaling  3y2  million  people).  This  combined 


effort  enables  WRC  to  administer  aid  effectively 
in  many  areas  where  disaster  has  struck — either 
suddenly  or  slowly  over  many  years. 

As  the  WRC  literature  states:  "The  Commis- 
sion's outreach  covers  both  emergency  relief  in 
times  of  war  and  natural  disasters,  and  long-range 
self-help  rehabilitative  programs.  This  ministry 
of  mercy  includes: 

(1)  Child  welfare  programs  in  day  care  cen- 
ters, hospitals,  and  nutrition  clinics. 

(2)  Providing  the  necessities  of  life  for  refu- 
gees, victims  of  natural  disaster,  and 
leprosy. 

(3)  Educational  opportunities  in  vocational 
schools  where  students  become  self-support- 
ing through  learning  animal  husbandry, 
improved  agricultural  methods,  automotive 
mechanics,  sewing,  etc. 

(4)  Food-for-work  civic  improvement  projects, 
such  as  land  reclamation;  building  roads, 
community  centers,  churches,  and  houses. 

(5)  Public  health,  teachmg  sanitation,  giving 
inoculations. 

"However,  the  Commission  is  more  than  a 
'humanitarian  agency.  It  offers  the  Bread  of  Lite 
along  with  bread  for  life.  Cervantes  said  that  'all 
sorrows  are  bearable  if  there  is  bread,'  but  Jesus 
stated  that  'man  does  not  live  by  bread  alone.' 
Man  has  spiritual  hunger  also,  so  the  Coimmiss- 
ion's  humanitarian  concern  with  a  plus  offers 
'Food  for  the  body  and  food  for  the  soul,'  for  the 
good  of  man — and  the  glory  of  God. 

"To  insure  evangeUcal  continuity,  all  key  per- 
sonnel in  the  States,  in  overseas  counterpart 
agencies,  and  emergency  committees  are  from 
theologically   conservative   denoiminations. 

"Material  aid  is  accompanied  by  a  Gospel  witness 
suitable  to  the  occasion.  It  may  be  a  preaching 
service,  distribution  of  tracts  or  Scriptures,  person- 
tOnperson  evangelism,  Bible  stories  for  children, 
or  Bible  classes  for  adults. 

"It  is  in  the  spirit  of  ministering  to  the  whole 
man  that  World  Relief  Commission  carries  on 
various  programs  to  meet  human  need  by  feeding 
the  hungry,  housing  the  displaced,  teaching  the 
illiterate,  aiding  the  sick,  amd  offering  dignity 
through  self-help  programs. 

"Jesus  said:  'Inasmuch  as  you  have  done  it 
unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  you  have  done  it 
as  unto  Me.'  " 

Evangelical  Christians  have  ministered  in  'this 
spirit,  through  WRC,  to  'the  needs  of  people  in 
countries  such  as  Korea,  many  parts  of  Africa, 
Honduras,  Chile,  Peru,  India,  Bangladesh,  Nicara- 
gua, and  Vietnam. 

Another  feature  of  Brethren  World  Relief  is 
women's  sewing  groups.  Countless  articles  of 
clothing  and  other  items  (such  as  quilts)  have 
been  sewn,  knitted  and  crocheted  by  Brethren 
women.  A  smaU  ibookleit.  The  BRETHREN  SEW- 
ING GUIDE,  was  distributed  in  1974  to  give 
specific  information  about  the  items  needed,  how 
to  make  them,  and  Where  they  should  be  sent. 
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The  Brethren  CJhurch  has  been  enriched  lihrough 
'its  linvolvement  in  WORJjD  RELIEF — a  meaning- 
ful way  to  extend  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  in  prac- 
tical terms.  We  thank  God  for  this  outlet  to  help 
our  unfortunate  brothers  in  desperate  need. 


Phil  Lersch  is  the  Chairman  of  the  World 
Relief  Board  of  General  Conference  of  The 
Brethren  Church  and  is  serving  as  Pastor 
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Let  The  Church  Grow- 

Let  It  Happen! 

Af    The    1975    General    Conference 
Of    The^Bf^fhren    Church 
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*!NTERNATIONAL  CENTER  FOR  LEARNING  SESSIONS—  { 

training  for  teachers  and  leaders  to  give  them  the  skills  ( 

needed  to  more  effectively  change  lives 
— all  day  Monday  and  Tuesday  morning 

*YOUTH    CONFERENCE  — Wednesday   through    Sunday 
^^^  morning  with  a  full  schedule  of  activities 

*BIBLE  STUDY— Dr.  Charles  Munson  V^ 
g!g''!^^Wednesdav  through  Saturday  at  10:30-11:00  a. 

*VESPERS— by  Pennsylvania  District     -^»-.!^^v 
— Tuesday  through  Saturday  at  6:40-7:10  p.m. 


"SIMULTANEOUS  SESSIONS— Laymen.  WMS.  Sisterhood. 
Brotherhood 

^  *     '    '  11:10-fc  Noon 


— ^Wednesday 

I 


*CHURCH  GROW1 

— Friday  and  Saturday  afternoon  workshofls 

— Friday  and  Saturdayeyenin9S  at  7:20  j>.m..  Ses- 
sions I  and  II     ^'j'i-^i  L 

— Sunday  morning  wfersmp"«»'»tm<iu  urniB  "Sigssioi 
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NOTES  and  COMMENTS 


With  (the  Bicentennial  anniversary  of  our 
nation  just  over  the  'horizon  your  editor  could 
not  resist  making  a  few  comments  about  the 
caption  under  our  cover  photograph. 

Maybe  it  is  far-fetched  to  imagine  tears  flowing 
down  'the  cheeks  of  sculptured  figures  of 
Washington,  Lincoln,  Jefferson  and  Teddy  Roose- 
velt on  the  rocky  face  of  Mt.  Rushmore. 

On  the  other  hand,  maybe  it  isn't  quite  so  far- 
fetched when  we  realize  how  a  portion  of  our 
society  has  been  ohipping  away  at  the  comer- 
stones  of  American  Liberty  which  these  famous 
leaders  and  many  oithers  laid. 

The  Constitution,  The  Bill  of  Rights,  The  Mon- 
roe Doctrine,  The  Declaration  of  Independence, 
The  Gettysburg  Address,  The  Emancipation 
Proclamation,  and  we  might  include  our  own  The 
Star -Spangled  Banner. 

Is  it  far-fetched  when  we  observe  many  pro- 
testers lining  the  walks  in  front  of  the  White 
House  when  these  lines  should  be  tourists?  Is  it 
far-fetched  when  our  monuments  turn  into  objects 
to   be   vandalized  instead  of  revered?   How  long 


will  it  be  until  the  Libenty  BeU,  Independence  Hall, 
the  Statue  of  Liberty  will  be  descrated  as  is  "Old 
Glory"? 

The  figures  portrayed  in  stone  on  Mt.  Ruslunore 
all  display  a  look  of  serious  determination  and 
rightly  so.  The  business  of  ruling  a  nation  is  a 
serious  one,  whether  it  be  by  individuals  or  leg- 
islative bodies  along  with  their  constituents. 

George  Was.hington  said,  "To  attempt  govern- 
ment without  God  is  impossible,"  therefore  it 
behooves  all  of  us  as  Christians  to  'involve  our- 
selves in  attempting  government  with  all  the 
fervent  support  we  can  muster  through  inter- 
cessory prayer  for  all  the  leaders  of  our  nation 
at  all  levels. 

The  Liberty  Bell  has  an  inscription  engraved 
upon  it  taken  from  Leviticus  25:10.  Further  in 
this  same  verse  of  Scripture  is  stated,  "it  isihall  be 
a  juhUee". 

With  our  prayers  petitioning  the  infini'te  grace 
of  Almighty  God  the  Biee'ntennial  year  could  be 
a  time  of  jubilee  and  instead  of  visualizing  tears 
in  the  eyes  of  the  memorial  on  Mt.  Rushmore 
there  might  well  be  the  trace  of  a  smile.     ( G.S.  i 
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The  Brethreiii  Publishing  Coanpany  announices 
the  establishment  lOf  a  new  executive  poisition  in 
the  oompany,  that  of  Executive  Director.  The 
Board  ol  Directoirs  has  named  John  D.  Rowsey  to 
this  pasition  beginning  part  time  May  1,  1975  and 
full  itime  on  August  1,  1975. 

The  new  Executive  Director  will  be  responsible 
for  the  overall  administration  of  the  various 
divisions  of  the  Publishing  Company.  He  will 
work  closely  with  the  Editar  of  Publications,  Mr. 
George  Scih:usteir,  and  the  Shop  Superintendent, 
Mr.  Dick  Deveny.  He  will  be  wotnfcing  toward 
■dhanges  in  ithe  organization  to  provide  greater 
service  to  the  denomiination  :in  the  area  of  com- 
munications, a  more  istable  finanjoial  'base  and 
future  :growth. 

Mr.  Rowsey  spent  twelve  yeiars  in  Argentina 
as  a  technical  missionary,  w^orking  iwith  inter- 
denominational reoonding  studios.  While  'in  Argen- 
tina ihis  iduties  also  included  the  financial  idirection 
of  the  'Brethren  Ohurch  in  this  country  land  several 
years  in   general   admiinlstration.   His   experience 


also   includes   serving  as   editor   of  the   church's 
official  periodical  "TfeSitigo  Fiel." 

During  the  last  five  years  he  has  had  the  respon- 
sibility of  Associate  Secretary  of  the  Missionary 
Board  of  'the  Brethren  Ohurdh  where  his  duties  in 
the  areas  of  promotion  and  administration  have 
brought  him  into  cloise  oo^operatian  with  the 
Brethren   Publishing   Company. 

The  Executive  Director  wiill  be  attending  imany 
of  ithe  District  Conferences  in  the  interest  of  the 
Publishing   Company   and  would  like  to  talk  to 
those  Who  have  had  a  ispecial  interest  in  tMs  area 
-of  the  denominational  program.  Talk  to  him  amd 
Share  your  ideas.  He  also  ds  laviailable  for  speak- 
ing  engagements  if   your   diurch  would  like  to 
know  more  about  the  operation  land  plans  of  the 
oompany.  Contact  :Mm  for  dates  at: 
John  D.  Rowsey 
Brethren  Publishiing  Company 
524  College  Avenue 
Ashland,  Ohio    44805 
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EIGHTY-SEVENTH 
GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

of 
THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

with   Main   Sessions 
in  the   Ashland   College   Memorial   Chapel 

Ashland,  Ohio 
August  11-17,  1975 


Theme:     "Let  The  Church  Grow" 


PROGRAMS: 

ICL 

General  Conference 

BYC  Convention 

Auxiliaries 

REPORTS: 

Boards 

Committees 

Others 
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MONDAY— AUGUST  11 

Morning 

7:30    I.C.L.  Registration 
9:00-12:00    I.C.L.  Session 

Afternoon 
1:30-  4:45    I.C.L.  Session 

Evening 
(Delegate  Credentials  Received:     4:30-7:30  p.m.     Chapel  Basement) 
6:30-  9:30    I.C.L.  Session 

7:30    World  Relief  Film:     "Honduras  . . .  Aftermath  of  Hurricane 

Fifi"   ('In  Memionial  Chapel) 
7:30    Board  and  Committee  Meetings 

TUESDAY— AUGUST  12 


Morning 

Early  Prayer  Period  (In  Do.rms)  W.M.S.  in  Change 
I.C.L.  Session 

Afternoon 
Central  Council  Meeting 
Board  and  Committee  Meetings 
Meetings:     W.M.S. ,  Sisterhood,  Laymen  and  Boys 


7:00-  7:20 
9:00-12:00 

1:00-  3:00 

3:00-  5:00 

3:00-  4:00 
(Delegate  Credentials  Received:     3:00-7:30  p.m.    Chapel  Basement) 

Evening 
(Deleigate  Credentials  Received:     9:00-9:30  p.m.     Chapel  Basement) 

6:40-  7:10    Vesper  Service  (In  charge  of  Pa.  District) 

7:20-  8:45    W.M.S.  ilnspirational  Hour   (See  W.M.S.  Program) 

8:45-  9:30    iChoir  Reihearsal 

WEDNESDAY— AUGUST  13 

Morning 

(Delegate  Creden'tials  Received:     8:00-8:30    Chapel  Basement) 
7:00-  7:20    Early  Prayer  Period  (In  Dorms)  W.M.S.  in  dharge 
8:00-  8:20    Opening  of  87th  General  Conference  by  Moderator, 
Mr.  Virgil  Bamhart 
Music  and  Inspiration 
Prelude 

Theme  Song — ^"The  Ohureh  Within  Us"     Prog.  p.  3 
Soripture  and  Prayer 
Special — Phyllis  Roussaki  and  Charlene  Rowser 

8:20-  9:15    Moderator's  Keynote  Address  Mr.  Virgil  Bamhart, 

Brethren  Church,  Gratis,  Ohio 
9:15-  9:20    Break 

9:20    Hymn — "Glorious  Things  of  Thee  Are  Spoken"    p.  114 
9:25-10:30    Business  Session 

Announcements — Executive  Committee  Secretary 
Membership  Committee  Report 
Organizatton  of  -the  87th  General  Conferenice 
Elections 
Coniference  Executive  CommLittee 
Conference  Conamittees 
Mem'bers  to  (Cooperating  Boards 
Reports 
'Moderator's  Visits 
'CJentrai^  Council 
Conferenoe  (Budget 
Statistiidian 
Goals 
Commiiittee  Reports 
Fraternal  Relations 
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Peace 

Resolutions 

10:30-11:00    Bible  Study Dr.  Charles  R.  Munson,  Professor  of 

Practical  Theology,  Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
111:10-12:00     Simultaneous  Sessions:     Ministers,  Laymen,  Boys' 
Broitherhood,  W.M.S.,  and  Sisterhood 
Afternoon 
1:30-  2:30    Business  Session 

Announcements — Executive  Committee  Secretary 

Membership  Committee  Report 

Elections 

Conference  Officers 
Committee  on  Co^mmittees 
Nominating  Co'minittee 
Board  Reports 

Christian  Education 
Missionary 
2:30-  3:30    W.M.S.  Business  Session 
3:30-  4:30    IMinisters'  Wives 
3:30-  4:30    Men's  Choir  Rehearsal   (Meet  in  Chapel) 

Evening 
(Delegate  Credentials  Received:     6:30-7:30     Chapel  Basement)  i 

6:40-  7:10    Vesper  Service  (In  charge  of  Pa.  District)  I 

7:20-  8:45     Board  of  Christian  Education  Presentation  " 

(Delegate  Credentials  Received:     9:00-9:30     Chapel  Basement) 

THURSDAY— AUGUST  14 

Morning 

(Delegate  Credentials  Received:     8:00-8:30     Chapel  Basement) 
7:00-  7:20    Early  Prayer  Perioid  (In  Dorms)  W.M.S.  in  charge 
7:00-  8:00    Breakfast:     Minisiters,  Laymen,  anid  Boys  (Meet  in  Cafeteria) 
8:00-  9:00    W.M.S.  Ingathering  Service 
9:00-  9:10    Break 

9:10    Hymn — "Just  As  I  Am,  Thine  Own  to  Be"     p.  127 
9:15-10:30    Business  Session 

Announceiments — Executive  Committee  Secretary 
Membership  Committee  Report 
Minutes 
Wednesday's  Elections 
On  Moderator's  Address 
Rules  and  Organization 
Board  Reports 
Benevolent 
Publication 

10:30-11:00    Bible  Study   Dr.  Charles  R.  Munson' 

11:10-12:00    Simultaneous  Sessions:     Ministers,  Laymen,  Boys' 
Brotherhood,  W.M.S.,  and  Sisterhood 

Afternoon 

1:30-  2:30    Board  and  Committee  Meetings 

2:30-  3:30    Laymen's  Inspirational  Sharing 

Meditation  in  Music Rev.  &  Mrs.  St.  Clair  Benshoff 

Welcome  and  Invocation   President  Jim  Payne 

Opening  Hymn  Floyd  Benshoff,  Leading 

Spiritual  Reflections  Perry  Deeter 

Special  Music  Men's  Chorus 

Service  Recognition  and  Awards  Presentation  .  .  Jim  Payne 

Speaker   Rodger  H.  Geaslen 

Closing  Hymn 

Benediction  David  Brandenburg 

3:30-  4:30    Ministers'  Wives 
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Evening 

(Delegate  Credentials  Received:     7:00-7:30    Chapel  Basement) 
6:40-  7:10    Vesper  Service  (In  charge  ol  Pa.  District) 
7:20-  8:45    Aslhland  College  and  Se^minary  Program 

FRIDAY— AUGUST  15 

Morning 

(Delegate  Credentials  Received:     8:00-8:30    iChapel  Basement) 
7:00-  7:20    Early  Prayer  Perioid  (In  Dorms)  W.M.S.  in  charge 
8:00-  8:20    Music  and  Inspiration 
Prelude 

Hymn — "Take  Time  to  be  Holy"     p.  153 
Scripture  and  Prayer 
Special — Quartet,  Park  Street 
8:20-  9:00    Models  ol  Caiuroh  Growth 

Derby,  Kansas   George  Solomon 

Jefferson,  Indiana  Di'.  Richard  Allison 

9:  CO-  9:10    Break 

9:10    Hymn — "Breathe  On  Me,  Breath  of  God"     p.  107 
9:15-10:30    Business  Session 

Announiceimenits — ^Executive  Coimmittee  Secretary 
Membership  Coimmittee  Report 
Minutes 

Coimraittee  Reports 
Polity 

Rules  and  Organization  (additional) 
Book  and  PampMet  Co'mmjission 
Stewards:hip 
Student  Aid 
World  Relief 
Board  Reports 
Retirement 
Trustee  (Brethren  Church  Properties) 

10:30-11:00    Bible  Study   Dr.  Charles  R.  Munson 

11:10-12:00     Simultaneoius  Sessions:     Ministers,  Laymen,  W.M.S. ,  Boys' 
Brotherhood,  and  Sisterihood 
12:15     TENTH  ANNUAL  SOUP  SUPPER  for  WORLD  RELIEF 

Afternoon 

1:30-  2:30     Churdh  Growth  Workshop   Dr.  Win  Arn 

2:30-  3:00    Break 

3:00-  4:00    Church  Growth  Workshop   Dr.  Win  Arn 

Evening 

(Delegate  Credentials  Received:     7:(X)-7:30    Chapel  Basement) 
6:40-  7:10    Vesper  Seirvice  (In  charge  of  iPa.  Diistrict) 

7:20-  8:45    'Let  rthe  Church  Grow"  "1"    Dr.  Win  Arn 

9:00    Central  CouncU  Meeting 

SATURDAY— AUGUST  16 

Morning 

(Delegate  iCredentials  Received:     8:00-8:30    Chapel  Basement) 
7:00-  7:20    Early  Prayer  Period  (In  Dorms)  W.M.S.  in  dhanrge 
8:00-  8:20    Music  and  Inspiration 

Prelude 

Hymn — "Joyful,  Joyful,  We  Adore  Thee'     p.  126 

Scripture  and  Prayer 

Special — Directed  by  Sherry  Van  Duyne 
8:20-  9:00    Models  of  Chumch  Growth 

Pleasant  View,  Pa Arden  CJilmer 

MassiUon,  Ohio   Ronald  Waters 

9:00-  9:10    Break 

9:10    Theme  Song — "The  Church  Within  Us"    Prog.  p.  3 
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9:15-10:30    Business  Session 

Announcements — Executive  Committee  Secretary 

Membership  Report 

Minutes 

'1976  Conference — Time  and  Place 

Other  Reports 

Urifinished  Business 

Minutes — ^Final  Reading 

Adjournment  of  Business  Sessions  of  87th  General  Conference 

10:30-11 :00    Bible  Study  Dr.  Charles  R.  Munson 

11:10-12:00    Simultaneous  Sessions:     Ministers,  Laymen,  Boys' 
Brotherhood,  W.M.S.,  and  Sisterhood 
12:00    Ministers'  Wives  Luncheon 

Afternoon 

1:30-  2:30     Church  Growth  Workshop  Dr.  Win  Arn 

2:30-  3:00    Break 

3:00-  4:00     Church  Growth  Workshop   Dr.  Win  Arn 

Evening 
6:40-  7:10    Vesper  Service   (In  charge  of  Pa.  District) 
7:20-  8:45     Missionai-y  Board  Service 

"Let  the  Church  Grow"  "2"  Dr.  Win  Arn 

SUNDAY— AUGUST  17 

Morning 

8:00-  8:20    Early  Prayer  Period   (In  Dorms)  W.M.S.  in  charge 

9:00    BYC  Celebrate  and  Share— Park  Street  Church 
9:15-10:20    Sunday  School   (No  General  Assembly) 

Nursery  through  Grade  7 — Park  Street  Church 
Adults  in  Memorial  Chapel  with  Dr.  Win  Arn 
10:30-11:45     Morning  Worship  (Details  in  Sunday  program) 

Scripture  and  Prayer  Woodrow  Immel 

Conference  Choir 

"Let  the  Church  Grow"  "3"    Dr.  Win  Arn 


ARN  FEATURED  SPEAKER 


Dr.  Winfield  (Win)  Am  of  ithe  Institute  for 
American  Church  Growth  will  'be  the  featured 
speaker  and  workshop  leader  of  the  1975  General 
Conference  of  The  Brethren  Church.  Dr.  Arn,  as 
Executive  Director  of  the  Institute,  leads  a  staff 
of  specialists  to  help  churches  reach  their  greatest 
potential  in  growth  and  outreach.  A  number  of 
Brethren  pastors,  denominational  leaders  and  local 
congregations  have  already  benefited  from  Dr. 
Am's  leadership  and  it  is  anticipated  that  his 
presence  at  General  Conference  will  further  aid 
in  the  growth  of  The  Brethren  Church. 

The  book,  HOW  TO  GROW  A  CHURCH,  was 
co-authored  by  Dr.  Arn  with  Dr.  Donald  McGavran 
and  serves  as  a  text  on  church  growth.  He  has  also 
produced  two  fihns,  HOW  TO  GROW  A  CHURCH 
and  I  WILL  BUILD  MY  CHURCH,  as  well  as  pub- 
lishing articles  on  the  subject  and  developing 
visual  resources  in  growth. 

Dr.  Am  received  a  doctorate  in  religious  educa- 
tion at  Eastern  Baptists  Seminary,  and  has  done 
graduate  work  in  communication  at  Portland  State 
University  as  well  as  graduate  work  in  Manage- 
ment at  Portland.  He  has  also  studied  in  the  School 
of  World  Mission  and  Church  Growth  at  Fuller 
Seminary  in  California. 


Dr.  Win  Arn,  Institute  for  American 
Church  Groivth,  featured  speaker  of  the  1975 
General  Conference  of  The  Brethren  Church. 
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The    field    of    oommiinioations    has    been    well  Service  and  was  given  three  George  Washington 

served  by  Dr.  Am  itihrouigli  television,  radio  and  Medals  from  Freedoms  Foundabion,  Valley  Fonge, 

films.   He   has  produced   a  number   of  television  for  Americana  Pageant. 

programs  including  "When  Children  Laugh"  and         Dr.  Am  taught  part-time  as  professor  of  Relig- 

"This  is  Our  Country."  Five  years  of  daily  broad-  ious  Education  at  Western  Evangelical  Seminary 

casting   gave   him   experience   in   radio.   Dr.   Arn  and   at   Western   Conservative   Baptist  Seminary, 

has  produced  27  films  and  has  received  an  Oscar  He  has  also  been  guest  lecturer  and  Chapel  s.peaker 

by  the  National  Evangelical  Film  Foundation  as  at  Fuller  Theological  Se^minary,   Biola   Seminary 

well  as  other  awards  for  such  fUms  as  "Circus",  and  other  Christian  colleges  and  Bible  schools, 
the    "Charlie    Churcihman"    series    and    "This    lis         Dr.  Arn  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  is  married 

Our  Country."  and  has  five  ohildren.  He  served  as  a  pilot  to  the 

He  has  been  extreanely  active  in  such  leadership  United  States  Army  Air  Force,  was  a  flight  in- 

roles  as  establishing  a  Christian  lodge  and  retreat  structor  and  currently  holds  a  coimmercial  pilot 

center,    counseling   and   guidance   of   high    school  license.  He  was  a  resident  of  Oregon  for  18  years 

youth,  developing  halfway  house  and  foster  home  but  for  the  last  four  years  has  lived  in  Califo^mia. 

concept  in  Oregon  and  establishing  Youth   Care  Dr.  Arn  has  traveled  extensively  with  three  tours 

Center   for   needy   youths,    pioneering   wilderness  to  Europe,   two  trips  to  the  Holy  Land  and  one 

camping    experience    with    delinquent    and    non-  around  the  world  trip. 

delinquent  youth,  speaking  at  conferences  and  The  General  Cocnference  will  be  privileged  to 
conducting  workshops,  serving  as  youth  and  adult  have  Dr.  Am  present  on  Friday,  Saturday  and 
evangelist  and  numerous  co'mmunity  leadership  Sunday,  August  15-17,  to  speak  and  conduct  work- 
roles.  He  was  selected  as  "Outstanding  Citizen"  on  shops  on  church  growth  to  enforce  the  meaning 
three  occasions,  received  'the  Parents'  Magazine  of  our  theme  "Let  the  Chixrch  Grow — ^Let  It 
Achievement  Award  for  Outstanding  Community  Happen!" 


THE  REPORT  OF  CENTRAL  COUNCIL  TO 
THE    1975   GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

MEETINGS:     August  12,  13,  and  16;  November  11  and  12,  1974;  and  April 
114  and  15,  1975. 

ORiG ANIZATION :  George  Solomon,  chairman;  Robert  Keplinger,  vice 
chairman;  Carl  Barber,  secretary;  and  Mary  Crowe,  assistant  secretary. 
AN  0VF;RVIEW:  The  concern  and  thrust  of  Council  is  turning  toward 
Ifliose  things  Which  will  help  the  Brethren  Church  to  grow.  The  Forward 
Thrust  Coimmittee  is  leading  into  studies  and  other  means  of  focusing  the 
work  on  what  is  al  primary  importance.  A  survey  of  Council  listed  as  liigh- 
e3t  priorities:  Changed  attitudes.  Church  Growth,  discerning  and  devel opting 
spiritual  gifts  as  members  of  the  Body  Oif  Christ,  teadhing  and  'training.  A 
total  of  18  priorities  were  considered  all  of  which  were  significant  and 
important. 

It  was  decided  nc't  to  have  the  All-Conference  Banque't  this  year.  We 
plan  to  cooperate  with  the  NAE  in  its  special  times  of  emphasis  during 
the  Bicentennial  Year  of  O'ur  nation.  A  spsclal  commi'ttee  will  be  working 
with  the  Executive  Committee  of  Ge'ne'ral  Conference  in  planning  for  the 
1976  conference. 

The  work  of  the  Relationship  oif  General  Conference  to  District  Con- 
ference Committee  oo'nceminjg  a  travel  subsidy  plan  'is  held  over  in  the 
Rules  and  Organization  Committee  of  General  Conference.  Other  com- 
mltteas  oon'tinuing  active  are  Theme,  Evangelism,  Advisory,  and  PastO'rs' 
and  Administrative  Secretaries'  Salary  Study. 

Committees  oc'mpleting  their  work:   Baptism  Me-moirial  Study,  Chap- 
laincy, District  Conference  Study,  and  the  Peace  Co'mmittee  which  turned 
over  its  'Work  to  the  General  Conference  Peace  Committee. 
Recomanendations — ■ 

1.  "In  recognition  of  the  autonomy  of  each  nationad  Brethren  Church  body, 
land  the  great  diversity  of  their  organizations,  functio'ns,  and  culture,  we 
reoonnmen'd  the  establishment  of  an  International  Fellowship  of  Birethren 
Churches  Committee  to  foster  a  closer  relationship  in  the  Brethren 
Churches  around  the  world." 

2.  "That  the  Brethren  Church  Properties  Bo-ard  take  dmmediate  steps  to 
coordinate  with  the  denom'inational  bo-ards  in  thie  develO'pment  of  a 
Cerutral  Office  complex." 
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SISTERHOOD 

SENIOR  SISTERHOOD 

August  1975 
Section  II 


by  Mrs.  Pat  Riche 


To  Serve  Him 
in  Life 


This  is  the  month  for  General  Conference  of  the 
Brethren  Church.  Many  of  you  will  'be  attending 
this  conference.  It  lis  my  privilege  to  be  invited 
to  present  a  devotional  program  for  one  of  the 
Sisterhood  meetings  at  General  Conference. 

Please  think  with  me  about  a  portion  of  the 
National  Sisterhood  Constitution  on  which  I  feel 
the  Lord  is  focusing  my  thoughts  for  our  topic  at 
Conference.  Under  Article  II,  Purpose,  the  con- 
stitution reads  ".  .  .  and  to  help  each  individual 
develop  a  concept  of  Christian  womanhood  and 
to  grow  toward  that  ideal." 

What  is  your  concept  of  Christian  womanhood? 
To  whom  do  you  look  for  spiritual  guidance  and 
support?  To  what  woman  do  you  feel  the  closest? 
Is  this  person  a  Christian?  Does  this  person  show 
Christ  in  her  life?  As  a  Christian,  do  you  feel 
that  if  you  were  to  pattern  your  life  after  that  of 
the  woman  to  whom  you  feel  closest,  that  you 
would  also  grow  spiritually? 

I  must  confess  to  you  that  for  myself  the  con- 
cept of  Christian  wo'manhood  seems  to  be  a  sub- 
ject that  I  have  not  pursued  until  recent  years. 
Think  about  yourself,  your  position  in  life,  what 
you  feel  God  would  have  you  be,  and  to  whom 
you  look  as  a  pattern  for  your  life.  As  we  share 
our  thouglits  and  search  the  Word,  I  know  that 
God  Will  bless  our  Mves.  Please  pray  about  this 
time  together  at  Conference.  I'll  be  looking  for 
you! 

(Leader's  Note:  Please  read  the  following  para- 
graplh,  the  Bible  passage,  and  the  three  paragraphs 
after  that  to  your  group  as  opening  thoughts  for 
today's  study.  Assign  each  numbered  section  to 
someone  else  in  the  group  to  read.) 

"I  don't  know  what  to  wear!"  Have  you  ever 
heard  those  words?  Have  you  ever  said  them 
yourself?  Sometimes,  it  is  very  difficult  to  make 
a  simple  decision  about  clothing  for  these  mortal 
bodies.  Did  you  know  that  God  has  given  us  very 
specific  guidelines  as  to  wliat  we  sihoaild  wear 
for  daily  living  as  Christians? 

Look  with  me  at  the  sixth  dhapter  of  Ephesiians, 
verses  10-18.  Please  follow  along  with  me  in  your 
own  Bible. 


Now  of  course  you  realize  that  ours  is  not 
militant   movement   that   advocates   di-essing   Uke 
Joan  of  Arc.  It  is  not  the  clothing  of  our  physical 
bodies  that  we  must  consider,  particulaiiy  when 
we  consider  living  as  a  Christian  in  our  world. 

Let  us  take  a  closer  look  at  what  Paul  says  about 
the  world  in  which  we  are  Uving.  He  says  that 
we  as  Christians  are  not  merely  facing  an  army 
of  men  such  as  we  are.  Instead,  we  stand  against 
a  whole  realm  of  unearthly  beings  who  are  in- 
struments and  powers  of  Satan.  Beings  that  are 
disguised.  They  wear  a  cloak  of  truth,  but  under- 
neath are  false. 

God  has  not  left  us  defenseless  and  helpless. 
He  has  offered  us  His  strength.  We  are  command- 
ed by  Paul  to  use  it.  God  has  also  fashioned  armor 
for  us  that  will  protect  us  from  all  the  attacks 
of  Satan,  when  we  wear  the  whole  outfit.  Paul 
promises  us  that  we  wUl  be  able  to  defend  our- 
selves during  trouble  and  affliction  and  wiin  the 
victory  over  aU  circumstances  that  Satan  would 
use  to  buffet  us,  if  we  but  use  the  protective 
armor  ithat  God  provides  for  us. 

Let  us  examine  these  items  that  are  to  provide 
us  this  protection. 

1.  When  the  soldier  of  anoienit  times  had  clad 
his  body  in  protective  armor,  he  used  a  long  decor- 
ated cloth  to  wrap  about  his  abdomen  and  bind 
the  armor  to  his  body.  Gksd's  Word  says  to  use 
truth  to  bind  all  your  armor  together.  To  many 
the  word  truth  represents  sincerity.  What  good 
would  it  do  for  us  to  pick  up  all  these  pieces  of 
equipment  when  we  did  not  intend  to  flight  in  the 
battle?  What  good  would  it  do  us,  to  pretend  'that 
we  were  on  God's  side  but  get  wii>ed  out  in  the 
battle? 

2.  The  breastplate  of  righteousness .  The  breast- 
plate is  vital  since  it  protects  the  very  life  source 
of  the  body,  the  heart,  and  other  vital  organs.  This 
rig'hteousness  that  is  offered  for  our  protection 
is  not  that  of  ourselves.  Jesus  Christ  offer's  it 
to  us.  It  was  His  work  to  shed  His  blood  so  that  we 
could  be  washed  free  of  sin.  We  have  no  right- 
eousness in  us,  but  Christ  now  oiffers  His  to  cover 
our  most  vital  part  of  our  spiritual  existence. 
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3.  The  feet  are  to  be  covered  and  also  .the  leg's. 
'Even  though  a  soldier  were  not  killed,  if  his  feet 

or  legs  were  injured  he  could  not  stand  to  meet 
the  enemy  in  battle,  neither  could  he  flee  from 
the  enemy.  To  have  the  feet  covered  tasured  that 
the  soldier  could  travel  over  rough  gro'und  with 
speed.  Even  over  the  rough  ground  of  spiritual 
warfare,  we  need  to  have  continual  readiness  to 
meet  the  enemy,  but  with  peace  in  our  hearts  that 
only  comes  from  God.  This  is  really  Good  News 
to  know.  That  we  can  experience  peace  consis- 
tently even  in  the  face  of  affliction. 

4.  The  shield  of  faith.  The  shield  represented  is 
a  large  one.  One  that  covers  the  whole  body.  Faith 
is  like  that  shield.  Big  enough  to  cover  all  portions 
of  our  spiritual  lives.  Used  to  stand  in  boldness 
when  Satan  would  fiire  darts  of  doubt,  fear,  dis- 
couragement, pain,  and  any  number  of  o^ther 
things    to    weaken    our    defense.    Believing    God, 

I  trusting  Him,  practicing  our  confidence  in  God  in 
the  face  of  all  trials  stretches  our  faith. 

5.  The  Helmet  of  Salvation.  Covers  our  heads 
with  hope.  We  can  look  forward  to  viotoiry.  Every- 
one ihas  watched  a  discouraged  ball  team  play  a 
poor  game  and  come  out  really  beaten.  If  there 
were  no  hope,  nothing  for  which  to  look  forward, 


many  would  succumb  in  'the  battle  from  despair. 
We  are  blessed  to  know  ajhead  of  time  thait  we 
are  on  the  victory  side. 

6.  The  sword,  a  powerful  weapon  used  during 
personal  involvement  in  confUot.  The  sword  of  the 
Spirit,  is  God's  Holy  Word,  the  Bible.  To  'have 
knowledge  of  His  word,  to  be  able  to  quote  what 
God  has  said  to  us  often  spoils  the  enemy's  subtle 
strategy  of  deception.  It  is  important  to  have  God's 
word  available  to  us  at  all  times.  This  is  why  it 
is  necessary  and  important  to  memorize  scripture. 

(Leader's  Note:  Read  the  following  paragraph 
then  lead  the  girls  into  a  time  of  prayer  together.) 

Our  spiritual  attitude  must  be  that  of  constant, 
never  ceasing  prayer.  Actually,  this  is  a  state  of 
our  spirits,  always  and  constantly  tuned  in  on 
God.  Being  on  guard  against  attack  at  all  times. 
Supplication  for  all  saints  really  means  pleading 
with  God  until  evil  is  turned  away  for  a]l  who  are 
Christians.  Did  you  know  that  you  are  a  saint? 
You  are  if  you  are  a  Christian! 

It  is  your  privilege  to  begin  to  put  God's  armor 
to  use.  Begin  today,  as  you  pray  together.  Pray 
for  the  persons  on  your  left  and  right  by  name 
during  the  prayer  time  in  the  program  today. 


JUNIOR  SISTERHOOD 


by  Mrs.  Pauline  Benshoff 


Topic:     DOWNRIGHT  COURAGE 


Call  to  Worship:  "They  that  wait  upon  the 
Lord  shall  renew  their  strength;  .they  sihall  mount 
up  with  wings  as  eagles;  they  shall  run  and  not 
be  weary;  they  shall  walk  and  not  faint.  .  .  .  Wait 
upon  the  Lord,  be  of  good  courage  and  He  shall 
strengthen  thine  heart." 

Talking  with  God:  Let's  make  it  a  circle  of 
prayer.  Pray  sincerely  that  God  wiH  be  able  to 
use  you  to  help  spread  the  Good  News  to  others; 
that  He  will  show  you  what  you  need  to  change 
your  ilife  to  make  it  a  better  witness  for  Him ;  and 
pray  for  your  iMinlster,  SMM  patronness,  S.S. 
teacher,  your  parents,  our  National  leaders  and 
our  Country  as  a  whole,  that  we  may  get  back  to 
God  before  it  is  too  late. 

Leader:  Webstar  says,  "Courage  is  that  qual- 
ity of  mind  which  enables  one  to  meet  idanger  and 
difficulties  with  firmness."  This  is  good,  but 
Christian  courage  is  a  lot  more  than  a  quality  of 
mind,  God  wants  it  to  be  a  quality  of  life.  Christ 
wants  us  to  face  everything,  danger  and  safety, 
difficulty  and  ease,  with  the  quality  of  life  that  He 
Himself  showed  when  He  was  here  on  earth.  To- 
night we  wUl  explore  the  lives  of  ;some  Bible 
figures  that  demonstrated  courage.  Let's  notice 
as  we  review  their  Mves  the  isecret  of  itheir  source 
of  courage. 


1.  A  Difficult  Spot. 

In  Joshua  1:6,  7,  9  God  told  Joshua  three  times 
"Be  of  good  courage".  But  when  the  real  test 
came,  it  was  God  who  gave  Joshua  the  courage 
to  act  for  Him.  In  the  power  of  God  Joshua  dared 
to  believe  the  promises  that  God  made  and  sb  he 
entered  the  proimised  land.  In  the  power  of  God 
Joshua  dared  to  obey  God  and  so  Jericho  was 
destroyed.  In  the  power  of  God  Joshua  dared  to 
command  an  army  in  an  impossible  situation  and 
God  made  the  sun  obey  the  commands  of  the  man 
of  God  and  the  Amorites  were  defeated.  In  each 
instance,  God  was  the  source  of  courage. 

2.  You  Can  Dare  "For"  Christ  When  You 
Dare  to  "Be"  Christ's 

In  Acts  3j1  and  5:17,  Peter  and  John  prayed 
together,  witnessed  together,  oibeyed  together  and 
their  enemies  didn't  like  it.  i'he  Acts  says,  "Being 
grieved  that  they  taught  the  people  and  preached 
through  Jesus  the  resurrection  from  the  dead, 
they  laid  hands  on  them  and  put  them  in  prison". 
How  much  courage  would  we  .have  left  after  such 
an  ordeal  for  doing  what  was  right?  These  men 
knew  God  kept  His  pro.mises  and  would  be  with 
them,  so  they  dared  to  stand  up  for  Him.  Let's 
bolster  up  our  courage  and  be  ready  to  meet  What- 
ever lies  ahead,  ibeoause  we  can  dare  for  Christ. 
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He  is  always  there  to  help  us,  just  when  we  need 
Him  most.  Can  you  say  your  life  is  completely 
lived  tor  God?  Can  people  tell  you  are  a  Christian 
without  you  teUing  them  you  are  one? 

3.  I  Forgive  Them 

Stephen  was  a  deacon  in  the  early  Church  and 
a  faithful  servant  oif  God  and  others.  God  gave 
him  great  power  and  he  was  doing  mighty  things 
of  God  because  Stephen  believed  God.  Stephen  had 
toild  the  people  how  good  God  had  been  to  them 
and  they  like  their  fathers  were  still  resisting 
Him.  Also,  when  ithey  saw  the  signs  and  wonders 
performed  by  Stephen  and  saw  how  the  word  af 
God  was  spreading,  they  just  couldn't  cope  with 
Stephen's  good  practical  sense  and  the  power  with 
which  he  was  speaking.  So  they  stirred  up  the 
people  against  God's  servant  and  stoned  him  to 
death.  But  Stephen  lifted  up  his  eyes  to  heaven 
and  with  a  last  breath  prayed  for  his  enemies. 
"Lay  this  not  to  their  charge"  he  said.  Many  of 
God's  .men,  who  have  had  the  courage  to  stand 
firm  on  the  teachings  of  the  Bible  are  continually 
harassed  and  "put  down"  even  yet  today  in  the 
Church.  It  is  my  prayer  that  you  never  become 
party  to  such  persecution  of  yo^ur  ministers.  God 
sends  them,  it  is  up  to  us  to  pray  for  them,  work 
with  them  and  help  tihem  do  the  work  God  saved 
us  all  to  do.  Are  you  following  in  the  ways  of 
your  Church  fathers,  or  are  you  courageous 
enough  to  follow  ithe  Lord?  "Choose  ye  this  day 
wihom  ye  will  serve"  Joshua  24:15a 

4.  Let  God  Be  Honored. 

David  had  spent  many  hours  on  the  hillside 
tending  the  sheep.  He  also  spent  much  of  his 
time  alone  with  God.  How  precious  those  times 
were  to  him  later  in  his  life!  As  a  young  man 
David  was  aware  that  a  giant  named  Goliath  had 
posed  a  threat  to  his  people.  The  showdown  was 
to  take  place  out  on  the  plains  when  the  strongest 
naan  from  Israel  was  to  go  out  and  fight  Goliath. 
No  one  in  his  right  mind  was  about  to  be  slaught- 
ered by  that  giant!  But  David,  in  his  innocent 
faith,  said  "Well  look  here,  don't  you  know  that 
God  is  on  our  side?  Why  do  you  let  this  big  buUy 
make  you  afraid?  Go  out  there  and  fight  Goliath 
in   the  name  of  the  Lord!   They  aU  backed  off. 


and  David  said,  "I'U  go".  They  really  tried  to  keep 
him  from  going  out  there.  They  even  tried  to  dress 
him  in  an  armor,  but  he  was  only  a  shepherd  boy 
and  he  only  knew  how  to  use  a  sling  shot.  So  he 
picked  up  five  smooth  stones  and  put  one  stone 
in  the  sling  and  threw  it  round  and  round  and 
let  the  stone  fly.  You  know,  God,  yes  God,  not 
David,  directed  that  stone  and  it  hit  old  Goliath 
between  the  eyes  and  he  fell  dead.  Does  God  re- 
ward courage  coupled  with  faith?  You  bet  He 
does!  And  He  ilid!  We  should  not  be  fainthearted 
either.  Believe  that  God  means  what  He  says. 
Trust  Him. 

Discussion  Time:     How  much  courage  do  you 
have?  Discuss  each  honesUy. 
Suppose: 

(a)  A  very  good  friend  of  yours  invites  you  to 
go  on  a  trip  to  the  lake  for  a  day.  The  day 
is  Sunday.  What  would  your  answer  be? 

(b)  Sisterhood  has  planned  a  special  program  at 
the  Church  and  the  patroness  asks  you  to  take 
part  in  the  playlet.  Would  you  say  yes  or  no? 

(c)  The  Pastor  needs  some  willing  youth  to  help 
in  VBS  or  sing  regularly  in  the  Choir.  Would 
you  be  willing  to  say  "no"  to  something  you 
wanted  to  do  for  yourself,  to  say  "yes"  to  him? 

( d )  Your  class  at  school  had  voted  to  do  something 
that  your  parents  were  morally  and  spiritually 
opposed  to.  Wc'Uld  you  go  along  with  the  class 
and  not  tell  your  parents,  or  would  you  talk 
it  over  with  them  anid  seek  ithedr  help  and 
advice? 

An  Acrostic:     COURAGE 

C-all  on  Jesus 

O-bey  His  Word 

U-nderstand  His  Way 

R-emember  to  walk  in  it 

A-lways 

G-enerate 

E^ncouragement,  faith  and  love. 

Business : 

Benediction: 

Refreshments:  (Tell  something  that  happened 
in  your  life  that  required  courage  during  the  re- 
freshment and  social  time.) 


ALL  TOO  OFTEN 

AH  too  often  when  God's  blessings 

Come  to  us  in  many  ways,, 
We  just  take  them  all  for  granted 

And  we  never  think  to  praise 
The  Creator  for  His  bounty 

or  thank  Him  for  His  care. 
Gratitude  we  do  not  give  Him 

When  the  days  are  bright  and  fair; 
But  when  trouble  havers  over  us, 

And  we  wonder  what  to  do, 
We  cry  out  unto  the  Father, 

Asking  Him  to  lead  us  through! 

by  Walter  Rutan 
Quiet  Dell,  PA 
Brethren  Church 
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WISDOM   AND   HUMILITY 

James  3:13— J^:  10 


In  the  opening  verse  of  scripture  which  we  are 
using  for  this  month's  study,  James  mentions 
both  the  words  knowledge  and  wisdom.  Sometimes 
we  confuse  these  two  words,  but  there  is  a  definite 
difference  between  them.  Knowledge  is  the  posses- 
sion of  facts,  informatiom,  general  truths,  and 
principles.  Actually,  wisdom  is  superior  to  know- 
ledge. Wisdom  is  skUl  in  the  use  of  knowledge. 
For  instance,  a  person  with  a  good  education  may 
have  much  knowledge,  but  if  he  lacks  wisdom  he 
wiU  not  be  able  to  put  to  good  use  the  facts  that 
he  has  learned.  On  the  other  hand,  a  person  can 
have  much  wisdO'm  even  though  he  lacks  a  good 
formal  education.  We  might  say  that  this  person 
has  a  lot  of  good  "coinri'mon  sense"  and  knows 
how  to  put  it  to  use. 

To  Uve  the  truly  good  life  which  God  wants  aU 
His  people  to  have,  James  brings  out  two  qualities 
that  are  absolutely  indispensable  —  wisdom  and 
humility.  The  term  wisdom  as  used  here  and  in 
many  other  places  in  the  Bible,  is  biased  on  respect 
for  and  personal  trust  in  the  Lord.  "The  fear  of 
the  I^ord  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom"  (Prov.  9:10). 
A  wise  man,  in  God's  sight,  is  not  neceissarily  a 
person  with  a  college  degree.  He  is  a  believer  in 
Christ  who  lives  according  to  God's  will.  James 
says  in  verse  13  that  if  there  are  wise  and  under- 
standing men  among  you,  they  will  prove  it  by 
living  a  good  life  and  peirfoirmiing  good  deeds  with 
humUity  and  wisdom.  These  two  qualities,  wisdom 
and  humility,  go  hand  in  hand;  they  cannot  be 
separated.  If  a  man  is  truly  wise,  he  will  be  truly 
humble  as  well. 

A  wise  man  recognizes  his  relationsQiip  to  God. 
He  knows  that  without  God  he  can  do  nothing. 
He  acknowledges  the  fact  that  all  'his  talents,  abil- 
ities, gifts,  and  also  his  knowledge  and  wisdom 
comes  from  the  Lord.  This  acknowledgment  and 
recognition  of  God  makes  'him  humble  before 
God,  and  his  humility  leads  'him  to  the  sort  of 
conduct  that  God  requires. 

Unfortunately,  God's  wisdom,  Whidh  He  gives 
for  the  asking  (James  1:5),  is  not  'the  only  "wis- 
dom" available.  The  devil  has  his  brand  of  wisdom 
too.  It  is  seen  in  the  carefree,  happy-go-lucky 
lives  of  many  unbe'lievers.  This  'Wisdom  dC'Bs  not 
come  from  God.  It  is  earthly  and  deviUsih  (v.  15). 
It  is  the  wisdom  of  th'is  world  (I  Cor.  1:20).  A 
person  limited  to  this  "worldly"  wisdom  cannot 
'grasp   God's  truiths    (I  Cor.   2:14).   Some  of  the 


"fruits"  of  this  kind  of  wisdom  are^  arrogance, 
smugness,  superiority,  self-sufficiency,  lack  of 
truthfulness,  selfish  ambition,  bitter  jealousy  and 
dishonesty.  It  leads  only  to  co'nfusion  and  every 
evU  work  (v.  16). 

In  contrast  to  this  "earthly"  wisdom,  verses  17 
and  18  tell  us  about  the  qualities  of  the  kind  of 
wisdom  that  comes  from  above,  from  God  rather 
than  from  the  devU.  This  wisdom  is  pure,  peace- 
able, gentle,  reasonable,  merciful,  fruitful,  unwav- 
ering, sincere  and  genuine.  Of  course,  this  is  the 
"brand"  of  wisdom  that  the  Christians  should 
always  live  by,  but  unfortunately,  many  Christians 
seem  to  be  living  more  by  the  other  kind  of 
wisdom. 

Many  people  jump  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
"wars  and  fightings",  mentioned  in  the  first  verse 
of  chapter  4,  have  to  do  wath  internatioinal  con- 
flicts, but  notice  that  the  discord  of  which  James 
is  writing  is  "among  you" — that  is,  among  Chris- 
tians. The  Laving  Bible  starts  out  this  verse  as 
follows:  "What  is  causing  the  quarrels  and  fights 
among  you?" 

James  goes  on  to  say  that  these  co'nflicts  among 
Christians  are  often  caused  by  the  fact  that  some 
believers  want  things  that  other  people  have.  Some 
times  they  want  them  so  much  that  they  start 
fights,  or  even  Mil,  to  get  them.  He  says  that  the 
reason  they  do'n't  have  these  things  is  because 
they  do  not  ask  God  for  them.  Then  when  they 
do  ask,  they  may  not  receive  because  they  ask 
"amiss",  or  their  motives  in  asking  are  wrong. 
They  are  utterly  selfish  in  their  praying,  asking 
only  for  things  that  will  give  them  pleasure.  They 
want  such  things  as  popularity,  friends,  mo'ney, 
comfort,  and  the  like,  far  mo're  than  they  desire 
spiritual  maturity,  discernment,  and  fruitfulne'ss 
in  God's  service.  In  other  words,  they  value 
temporal  blessings  above  eternal  blessings,  which 
is  evidence  of  their  lack  of  true  wisdom. 

Many  Christians  feel  that  the  "good  Hfe"  de- 
mands that  'they  conform  to  the  fashio'ns,  cu'Stoms, 
and  habits  of  peo'ple  around  them,  who  do  not 
take  God  into  accoojmt.  Matthew  6:24  tails  us  that 
we  can'not  serve  two  masters,  that  we  cannot  serve 
both  God  and  Mammon.  James  also  deals  with  this 
important  phase  of  the  Christian  life  in  verses  4 
and  5.  He  teUs  us  that  we  cannot  divide  our 
allegiance  b'etween  God  and  "the  world.  If  we  do,  we 
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are  compared  to  an  unJaithful  wife,  an  adulteress. 
A  Christian  who  lives  a  worldly  life,  such  as  un- 
believers live,  is  commiting  spiritual  adultery. 

The  secret  of  victory  over  worldliness  is  given 
to  us  in  the  final  verses  of  this  study  (w.  6-10). 
To  evercome  the  temptation  to  worldliness,  we 
must  depend  not  on  ourselves,  but  on  ^God's  grace. 
This  is  where  humility  comes  into  the  picture 
again,  for  it  is  to  the  humble  person  that  God  gives 
grace  (v.  6)  for  this  and  for  every  oither  victory. 

We  must  submit  ourselves  to  God  and  resist 
the  devil  (v.  7).  Then  we  must  draw  nigh  to  God, 
and  He  will  draw  nigh  to  us  (v.  8).  God  yearns 
for  His  children  to  be  near  to  Him.  This  means 
more  than  merely  praying  for  a  closer  walk  with 
Him.  It  calls  for  a  deep  full  surrender  to  Him.  In 
order  to  draw  near  to  God,  we  must  quit  fighting 
His  plan  for  our  lives;  we  must  put  ourselves  fuUy 
at  His  disposal,  and  accept  without  quesition  what- 
ever He  sends.  Very  often,  this  is  a  difficult  thing 
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for  us  to  do,  but  when  we  co^me  ito  the  place  wh< 
we  are  able  to  accomplish  this,  we  wiU  find  that' 
it  wiU  result  in  God's  drawing  near  to  us  in  a 
richly  satisfyinig  spiritual  experience. 

To  resist  the  devil,  we  must  recognize  Satan's 
presence,  intentions,  and  great  power,  and  ithen 
refuse  to  yield  to  his  temptings.  We  must  remem- 
ber that  When  temptation  comes,  we  do  not  have 
to  give  in   CI  Cor.  10:13). 

To  resist  the  devil  and  draw  near  to  God,  we 
must  make  proper  preparation.  If  there  are  sins 
in  our  Uves,  we  need  the  cleansing  of  co'nfession 
and  forgiveness.  If  we  are  douWe-minded,  not  sure 
Whether  we  are  hvlng  for  God  or  for  the  world, 
our  hearts  must  be  purified  and  unified.  With  the 
help  of  the  indwelling  Holy  Spirit,  we  can  and 
must,  make  up  our  minds  once  and  for  aU,  to  let 
God  have  His  way  in  our  lives.  If  we  have  failed 
God  in  the  past,  we  must  feel  the  godly  sorrow 
(V.  9)  that  leads  to  repentance. 


Pennsylvania    Disfrlcf    Laymen 


In  the  cool  of  the  evening  of  Aipril  18,  the 
Brethren  laymen  of  Pennsylvania  met  in  the 
Berlin  Church  in 

SPRING  BALLY 

50  strong.  We  sang  gospel  songs,  hstened  to  a 
veteran  accordian  master  with  several  solos  and 
a  brief  talk  by  Rev.  Robert  Hoffman.  Doyle  Paul, 
district  president  and  William  Schultz,  secretary, 
handled  the  meeting  weU  and  Lester  Leidy,  treas- 
urer, gave  an  encouraging  report.  Light  refresh- 
ments were  served  by  the  Berlin  men. 


Kifm*^r^ 


Almost  100  men,  young  men,  and  boys  had  their 
SPRING  RETREAT 

at  beautiful  Camp  Peniel  Friday  evening,  May  16 
and  all  day  Saturday.  The  weather  was  in  our 
favor  anid  quite  a  few  feUows  got  there  in  -time 
Friday  to  catch  soime  trout.  As  darkness  set  in 
we  met  in  the  chapel  and  under  president  Paul's 
.direction,   enjoyed  a   good  program,   featured  by 


(group  singing  with  Rob  Dysert,  music  'by  a  Vinco 
quartet:  L.  Leidy,  B.  Dysert,  R.  Dysert  and  C. 
Cole,  and  a  mouth  organ  number  by  Mr.  Cole.  A 
sound  colored  fUm,  "Wildlife  Guardian",  was 
shown  by  "Bunk"  Harding  of  Berlin  and  the  Penn- 
sylvania Game  Commission.  Richard  Howard, 
(Mr.  Camp  Peniel),  very  capably  directed  the 
eating  and  sleeping  arrangement.  Alan  Lamoreaux 
of  Vandergrift  served  as  head  cook. 

Seven  churches  were  represented  at  the  retreat. 
Two  churches,  Vandergrift  and  Pittsburg,  deserve 
special  mention.  The  former  had  21  persons  in 
attendance  and  the  latter,  18.  Both  brought  their 
church  buses,  loaded. 

Activities  on  Saturday  were  -many  and  varied. 
Turkey  season  expired  at  noon,  so  alarms  were 
set  for  an  early  hoiur  and  quite  a  few  took  to  the 
woods  at  day-break.  No  captured  (game  was  in 
evidence  later  'in  the  day,  but  Richard  Howard  and 
Jeff  Grumbling,  returning  from  Meyersdale  on  a 
provision  trip  early  afternoon,  almost  ran  over 
a  gobbler  on  the  lane  leading  into  camp.  Irony? 

Trout  .  .  .  many  were  caught  fro'm  the  well- 
stocked  pond.  John  Heiple,  Berlin  lad,  led  in  this 
field.  A  Softball  'game  and  clay  ipigeon  shooting 
occupied  much  of  the  afternoon. 

The  retreat  was  rated  a  fine  (success.  Rev.  D.  C. 
White,  92  years  young,  'was  there.  Pop  Bird,  a  Close 
second,  also  attended. 

We  laymen  are  loo(kinig  forward,  at  this  writing, 
to  a  camp  clean-up  on  Satuaxiay,  May  31  and  Dis- 
trict CO'nference  July  24-25-26.  Featured  speaker 
for  our  Friday  evening  inspirational  service  will 
be  William  Sabo,  an  active  churchman  from  Johns- 
town. The  Brotherton  male  quartet  will  sing. 
In  His  service, 
Floyd  S.  Benishoff 
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COALITION   OH   AGING 

Dorman  Ronk,_Executiv.e  Director  of  The 
Benevolent  Board,  attended  the  NIC  A  meet- 
ing to  share  and  obtain  new' ideas  for  ivork- 
ing  ivith  the  elderly.  . 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.— Congress  must  provide 
$3  billion  to  increase  Social  Security  benefits  for 
the  elderly.  Federal  programs  cannot  alleviate  the 
real  problems  of  the  elderly. 

These  were  the  positions  of  two  majoir  speakers 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Interfaith 
Coalition  on  Aging,  held  here  recently.        . 

Cong-ressman   WUliam   J.   Randall    (Dem.   Mo.) 
tdld  some  80  religious  leaders  in  the  field  of  aging 
that   an    eight    per    cent   increase   in    benefits   is . 
necessary  to  aid  the  economically-hard  hit  elderly. 


Mr.  Dorman  Ronk,  Executive  Secretary 

of  The  Benevolent  Board  of  The 

Brethren  Church  at  Coalition 


Congressman  Randall,  chairman  of  -the  House 
Select  Committee  on  the  Aging,  observed  that  the 
U.S.  has  been  "overlooking  the  fastest  growinig 
miinority — the  aging  with  22  miUion  people — ^but 
hopefully  that  neglect  may  soon  be  coming  to  an 
end. 

"Never  'before  has  theare  been  such  momenituim 
for  reforms  and  for  measures  to  make  easier  for 
the  aging  the  many  problems  that  confront  them." 

But,  said  the  Rev.  Fr.  Charfes  Fahey,  director  of 
Catholic  Charities  for  the  Diocese  of  Syracuse, 
N.Y.,  the  real  problems  aire  loneliness  and 
alienation. 


They  will '  be  met  when  senioir  dtizens  are  lin- 
cluded  "in  the  everyday  life  of  their  neighbor- 
hoods, their  congregations,  their  communities," 
not  with  federal  programs,  Msgr.  Fahey  said. 

It  is  inconceivable  that  formal  government  pro- 
grams can  "spell  the  difference  between  a  decent 
hfe  land  a  life  of  entrapanent  for  our  senior  citi- 
zens," Msgr.  Fahey  added. 

He  suggested  that  religious  groups  take  the  lead 
in  developing  "neighborly"  inter-relationships  and 
inter-'generational  contacts.  "These  kinds  of  inter- 
actions should  be  the  very  stuff  of  community  life 
in  our  parishes,  our  congregations." 

Religious  congregations  have  the  unique  oppor- 
tunity to  succeed,  he  said,  because  "the  elderly  by 
and  large  trust  us  and  identify  with  us." 

Congressman  Randall  was  keynote  speaker  and 
Msgr.  Fahey  was  the  John  McDowell  Lecturer 
honoring  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  coalition. 

NICA  executive  director  Donald  F.  Clingan, 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  in  his  "state  of  the  coalition 
address"  said  'that  NICA  had  reached  three  of  its 
four  goals  for  1974-75  and  progress  is  ibeitng  made 
on  the  fourth. 

Goals  reached  were  development  of  effective 
communication  tools,  program  services  including 
workshops,  training  events  and  consultations  with 
interfaith  leaders  and  strengthening  the  financial 
and  membership  bases  of  the  organization. 

The  coalition  has  not  yet  established  a  committee 
on  public  policy  regarding  the  aging,  said  Clingan, 
executive  director  of  the  department  of  services  to 
congregations  for  the  Division  of  Social  and  Health 
Services  of  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ). 

The  three-year-old  organization  has  grown  to 
include  27  religious  body  organizations,  eight 
associate  members,  three  reciprocal  members,  16 
affiliate  relationships  and  seven  informational 
relationships. 

A  28th  religious  body — the  Universal  Fellowship 
of  Metropolitan  iChurches  with  headquarters  in 
Los  Angeles — was  apixroved  for  memiberstoip  dur- 
ing the  annual  meeting. 

The  Rev.  Chenoweth  J.  Watson  of  New  York 
City,  re-elected  NICA  president,  told  participants 
that  religious  bodies — the  second  largest  employer 
in  the  United  States —  have  "the  capability  to 
expand  the  response  to  human  need  around  us." 

Rev.  Watson,  executive  secretary  of  the  CouncU 
for  Health  and  Welfare  Services  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  suggested  establishing  50  reg- 
ional units  of  NICA  and  interfaith  collaboration 
on  problems  of  aging. 

"The  economy  is  causing  suffering  for  the  elder- 
ly. We  need  to  share  our  involvemenit,  to  stimulate 
others,  to  influence  puhlic  policy,"  Rev.  Waitson 
said. 

Vice-presidents  are  Sister  Marie  Gaffhey,  admin- 
istrator of  family  and  children's  services,  Catholic 
Social  Services  of  the  Archdiocese  of  FhiladeilpMa; 
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Dr.  Sanlord  M.  Shapero,  Miami,  Fla.,  national 
director  of  gerontolo-gy,  Union  of  American  He- 
brew Congregations;  and  the  Rev.  Andrew  White, 
NasihviHe,  Tenn.,  executive  secretary  oi  the  Divis- 
ion of  Christian  Education,  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Serving  as  secretary  will  be  Miss  Betty  Letzig, 
New  York  City,  executive  secretary  of  the  Office 
of  Health  Ministries  National  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Chuirdh,  and  as  treasurer,  Jamej 
S.  Thurston,  Indianapaiis,  Ind.,  treasuirer  of  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Aging. 

Rabbi  Siegman,  executive  vice-president  of  the 
Synagogue  Council  of  America  observed  that 
"there  is  no  better  measure  of  the  oaUO'Usness  of 
our  time  than  our  insensitivity  to  the  old,  the  de- 
feated, the  abandoned. 

"The  true  measure  of  a  culifure  is  not  its  soien- 
tific  or  artistic  achievement  or  its  behaviour 
toward  children — ^even  tyrants  and  dictators  love 
children — ^but  rather  the  affection  -and  care 
showered  on  its  aged." 

Such  sensitivity  is  reflected  in  ithe  coalition,  he 
said.  "We  will  know  the  coalition  has  succeeded 
when  old  age  becomes  a  victoiry,  not  a  defeat,  a 
prelude  not  a  punishment." 

Joint  survey  of  needs  of  the  aging  and  division 
of  re3p3nsibility  for  meeting  them  was  suggested 
by  Dr.  David  O  Moberg,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  con- 
sultant on  NICA's  survey  of  aging  programs 
under  religious  auspices. 

Too   often   religious   bodies   develop   competing 


recreational  or  social  miinistries  to  the  aging  when 
chey  see  a  successful  pro^gram  "down  the  street," 
said  Dr.  Moberg,  chairman  of  the  department 
of  sociology  and  anthropology  at  Marquette 
University. 

"A  division  of  labor  ought  to  prevail  so  that 
no  major  category  of  services  to  fulfUl  human 
need  is  absent  from  the  community,"  he  said. 

When  it  comes  to  spiritual  ministries,  he  said, 
"each  religio'US  faith  must  carry  its  O'Wn  unique 
load  for  worship,  prayer  and  religious  education." 

Others  speaking  on  the  NTCA  project  were  Brig. 
Mary  E.  Verner,  New  York  City,  national  consul- 
tant for  health  and  social  services  of  The  Salva- 
tion Army,  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Cook  Jr., 
Athens,  Ga.,  project  director. 

The  coalition  also  approved  a  1977  conference 
on  spiritual  weU-beinig  as  a  follow-up  to  the  '1971 
White  House  Conference  on  Aging. 

Church  and  synagogue  leaders  wiU  assess  their 
roles  in  meeting  the  needs  of  older  persons  through 
the  resources  of  the  religious  bodies,  according  to 
Cl'ingan. 

A  working  definition  of  spiritual  weU-being 
accepted  during  the  annual  rneeting  was  "the 
affirmation  of  life  in  a  relationship  with  God,  seii, 
community  and  environment  and  celebrates 
wholeness." 

Workshops  during  the  annual  meeting  wei-e 
centered  on  education  in  aging,  spipituial  well-being 
applications,  congregational  models  and  mforma- 
tion  gathering,  lesearch  and  resourcing. 


NEWS  FROM  FLORA 


We're  sitill  "busily  constiructkig".  Our  new  wing 
is  progressing  nicely.  Hope  to  have  completed  by 
June  1.  Some  rooms  are  already  tiled  and  car- 
peted. Now  our  cleaning  up  proioess  must  begin. 
Horrors!  That  is  always  the  worse  part! 

We  have  advertiseid  for  sealed  bids  on  the  eight 
apartments,  and  these  will  be  opened  May  15th, 
tlhen  contracts  let.  We  sfeouid  also  be  well  into 
construction  by  June  1.  Things  just  keep  moving 
along! 

Would  anyone  like  to  volunteeir  with  some  heavy 
equipment  and  manpower?  We  need  the  area  be- 
tween the  two  wings  and  immediately  in  rear  of 
new  wing,  cleared,  fUled  in,  and  some  planting 
done.  Any  help  on  this  would  be  deeply  appre- 
ciated. If  we  can  get  someone  to  help  on  this, 
certainly  will  help  on  our  construction  cost.  Hope 
to  hear  from  you  on  this. 

Do  you  know  that  the  Home  here  has  accumu- 
lated quite  an  average  figure  per  year  of  Benevo- 
lent Care  given?  Until  the  beginning  of  1975,  the 
years  between  1968  and  1975  average  approx- 
imately $70,000.00  per  year.  Previoius  to  -these 
years,  it  was  much  greater.  Doesn't  this  make 
you  proud  of  this  special  ministry  of  the  Church? 

Jo  Politz,  Social  Service,  keeps  all  the  residents 
busy  with  crafts,  activities  of  all  kinds,  and  ex- 
ercise and  discussion  sessions.  She  is  planning  a 
craft  and  bake  sale  here  May  24th.  J-Ann  Shop, 
Flora,  will  also  present  a  Fashion  Show,  using 
our  residents  as  models.  Come  share! 


By  the  way,  Jo  has  been  attending  Purdue 
University  in  Lafayette,  working  for  her  Master's 
Degree.  She  has  just  graduated.  We  are  all  proud 
of  her,  and  congratulate  her! 

Understand  I  didn't  include  a  birthday  list  with 
some  of  my  last  letters.  If  you  will  me  know,  I'll 
be  glad  to  send  one. 

We  received  a  new  resident  in  the  Health  Care 
'the  .17th  of  April — ^Mrs.  Lelia  Gish  from  the  Flora 
area,  and  a  member  of  The  First  Brethren  Church 
here.  Her  birthday  is  November  17th. 

Contrituticns  received  this  past  month  are  as 
fallows : 

Roann  Church    $250.00 
First  Dayton  Corp.     $20.00 
Wheelchair    Value  $75.00  from  Rev. 

Wilbur  Thomas 
Chester  MiUer    $10.00 
Estate  of  Daniel  Le'hman    $1,742.00 
StiU  are  receiving  pillow  oases,  bibs,  etc.  Praise 
the  Lord! 

Again,  let  me  say  a  heartfelt  "Thank  you"  to 
everyone  that  has  assisted  In  our.  bonding  issue. 
We  still  have  some  bonds  to  sell,  so  don't  forget 
the  excellent  rate  of  interest  that  is  paid  on  this 
investment,  if  you  should  have  funds  available. 

Drive  over  and  see  us.  Keep  sharing  and  being 
a  part  of  us. 

Mrs.  Rosemary  Eddy 
Executive   Adminisitrator 
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Learning  is  Still  '7N"  For  the  Aging! 


A  common  myth  that  is  prevalent  today  is  that 
the  agkig  cannot  learn.  Society  has  labeled  them 
as  senile,  disinterested,  and  incapable  of  additional 
education.  The  American  emphasis  on  productivity 
and  tJie  future  makes  'the  doer  most  valuable  and 
individuals  are  often  so  obsessed  with  planning 
the  future  that  the  present  cannot  be  enjoyed. 
Older  citizens  are  frequently  looked  down  upon 
because  they  no  longer  are  productive  in  the 
work  force  or  have  no  long  futures  to  plan. 

The  aging,  as  well  as  the  young,  have  educa- 
tional needs.  These  needs  may  be  different  but 
they  are  just  as  vital  in  heilping  the  senior  citizen 
to  cope  with  his  life  and  wortd. 

Two  important  educational  goals  for  the  retiree 
are: 

1.  Learning  soimething  new  to  expand  general 
knowledge  (especially  in  areas  Where  there 
is  an  interest  but  previO'Usly  no  time  was 
available  to  develop  that  interesft) 

2.  Learning  something  for  immediate  prac- 
tical usefulness  (such  as  budgeting  on  re- 
tirement income. 

Iniformation  with  immediate  and  practical  value 
for  the  retired  person  includes  understanding  the 
problems  of  aging  and  how  to  deal  with  them  and 
retraining  for  a  new  job.  Since  rnany  older  people 
need  more  than  their  retirement  income  and  pre- 
fer part-time  work  to  total  retirement,  they  may 
need  training  for  a  new  type  of  work.  A  great 
asset  that  retirees  have  to  aid  educational  pro- 
cesses is  time.  They  have  the  time  in  retirement 
to  pursue  undeveloped  interests  or  new  skills.  A 
benefit  to  the  older  person  is  that  learning  helps 
him  stay  alert  and  mentally  healthy. 

Intelligence  does  not  diminish  with  age  though 
speed  of  perf oirmance  is  slowed  and  fine  coordina- 
tion and  vision  may  be  impaired.  The  older  individ- 
ual has  a  lairger  vocabulary  in  general  than  the 


young  person  and  he  usually  has  be'tter  judgment 
and  understanding. 

Very  little  has  been  known  about  what  educa- 
tional areas  are  most  important  to  the  aging  so 
several  studies  were  made  recently  on  the  subject. 
One  of  the  studies  was  conducted  in  Ohio  which 
revealed  that  interests  varied  according  to  sex  as 
follows : 

Men's  Interests  Women's  Interests 

1.  religion  1.    religion 

2.  problemis  of  aging     2.    problems  of  aging 

3.  travel  3.    travel 

4.  public  affairs  4.    flower  raising 

5.  handling  of  money    5.    personal 

6.  history  grooming 

7.  household  6.    needlework 

'mechanics  7.    music 

8.  handicrafts  8.    literature 
Educational    oppcrtunities    for    the    elderly   are 

found  primarily  in  urban  areas  but  there  are 
barriers  to  participation  even  there.  Some  of 
these  barriers  are: 

1.  Lengthy  travel  time  or  frequent  bus 
changes 

2.  Night  travel  (program  should  be  scheduled 
for  day  hours) 

3.  Fees   (most  live  on  low  incomes) 

4.  Fear  that  he  wUl  not  be  welcome  or  can- 
not compete  in  the  program  espeoiajUy  if 
younger  persons  are  in  the  group. 

Could  yo'ur  church  minister  to  the  educational 
needs  of  107r  of  the  population?  If  you  consider 
the  educational  needs  of  those  65  and  over  and 
take  action,  you  have  a  potential  of  reaching  10% 
of  your  community.  If  you  have  a  pioneer  spirit, 
education  for  the  aging  is  virgin  tenritoiy,  vir- 
tually unexplored. 

Remember — ^Learning  Is  Still  "In"  For  The 
Aging! 


Faith  is  The  Victory 


I  am  now  recuperating  from  surgery.  For  quite 

a  long  time  the  arthritis  in  my  knees  had  been 
making  it  very  painful  to  walk.  Since  I  have  'had 
such  a  wonderful  time  speaking  in  meetings  in 
ail  parts  of  the  country  I  decided  I  shOiUld  do 
something  about  it.  I  have  now  had  new  joints 
"installed"  in  both  knees  and  I  hope  that  after  a 
proper  time  of  exercise  and  rest  I'll  be  as  good 
as  new  again.  It'is  kind  of  like  an  old  car  when  the 
ball  joints  wear  out — ^the  wheels  begin  to  wobble 
and  some  fixing  is  necessary.  When  I  left  the 
hospital  'the  doctor  made  an  interesting  statement. 
He  said  that  the  new  knee  joints  ■were  ready  for 
use  at  once.  He  had  completed  Ms  job,  now  it  w:as 
up  to  me  to  exercise  and  strengthen  the  muscles. 
Wihile  favoring  my  knees,  I  had  not  exercised  ths 
muscles  anid  therefore  they  had  lost  their  strength. 


It  seems  that  there  is  a  spiritual  application  for 
this.  If,  in  our  spiritual  lives  we  do  not  exercise 
every  day,  we  will  lose  our  strength.  If  we  fail  to 
exercise  faith  and  trust  in  God,  if  we  fail  to  ex- 
ercise our  minds  in  His  Word  or  neglect  our 
prayer  life  we  wHl  soon  lose  our  spiritual  strength. 
Often  I  don't  feel  Hke  exercising  but  because  I 
know  what  the  result  wHl  be  if  I  don't  and  be- 
cause I  want  to  be  strong  again  I  can't  let  that 
feeling  get  the  best  of  .me.  We  may  noit  always 
feel  Hke  devoting  ourselves  to  the  Word  of  God 
and  Prayer,  but  if  we  are  sincere  about  wanting 
to  be  strong  in  the  Lo(rd  because  we  want  to  seirve 
(him  we  will  discipline  ourselves  every  day.  My 
husband  used  to  say  that  when  we  serve  'the  Lord 
no  "'half-doiin'  "  counts. 

Mrs.  LeToumeau  in  NOW 
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Signal  Lig-hts  Program  for  August 


Bible  Theme: 

Friends 

Mission  Project': 

Radio    Program   and    Literature   for  Spanish 
Speaking   Americans 


I 


by  ALBERTA  HOLSINGER 


Bible  Story:     "Jesus,  Our  Friend"    Mission  Story:     "May  We  Go?" 


Jesus  had  friends  when  He  lived  in  Palestine. 
People  liked  to  hear  the  stories  He  told.  They 
were  amazed  at  the  way  He  could  heal  the  sick, 
make  the  blind  see,  and  the  lame  walk. 

Many  who  listened  and  watched  went  away 
wondering.  "How  can  He  kno-w  so  much  abouit 
God?  How  can  He  do  all  those  miiracles?" 

Others  went  away  happy.  He  is  a  wonderful 
teacher,"  they  would  say.  "He  is  a  great  healer. 
I  am  glad  I  heard  Him.  I  am  glad  I  saw  Him." 

Still  others  went  away  knowing  -that  Jesus  was 
God's  Son.  "He  is  the  promised  Saviior,"  they 
would  say.  "I  believe  Hun.  I  will  try  to  do  the 
things  He  tells  me  to  do." 

Jesus  needed  soime  helpers  to  travel  with  Him. 
He  wanted  to  teach  them  more  abouit  Cod.  He 
wanted  them  to  help  Him  teH  otheirs  of  the 
heavenly  Father. 

Do  you  think  He  chose  His  helpers  from  those 
who  wondered  about  Him?  No. 

Do  you  think  He  chose  His  ihelpers  from  those 
who  were  just  glad  t3iey  had  heard  and  seen 
Him?  No. 

Do  you  think  He  chose  His  heilpers  from  those 
Who  believed  He  was  the  Savior?  Yes,  those  were 
the  men  who  co'Uld  help  Him.  They  would  want 
to  learn  more  about  Gkxi.  They  would  be  glad  to 
tell  others  of  Jesus.  They  would  go  wherever  Jesus 
sent  them. 

Jesus  needs  helpers  today.  He  needs  helpers  who 
will  learn  more  about  Him.  He  needs  helpers  who 
will  tell  others  of  Him.  He  needs  helpers  who  will 
go  wherever  He  sends  them.  (Show  pictures  of 
people  serving  God  today.  Discuss  them.) 

Jesus  is  your  Friend,  your  very  best  friend.  Are 
you  His  friend?  Will  you  be  His  helper?  Jesus 
wants  you  to  leann  more  about  Him.  He  wants 
you  to  tell  others  of  Him.  He  wants  you  to  toe 
willing  to  go  wherever  He  sends  you.  He  wants 
you  to  be  His  helper  and  His  friend. 

— Based  on  Mark  3 

Memory  Verse:     John  15:14 

Our  memory  verse  tells  us  how  we  can  be  Jesus' 
friends.  "You  are  my  friends  If  you  obey  Me." 


"I  wish  you  didn't  have  to  go  to  work  today, 
Mama,"  said  Flaviio. 

"Don't  say  that,"  answered  Mama.  "I  am  glad  I 
can  work.  Where  would  we  get  money  to  buy  food 
if  I  didn't  go  to  the  field  to  pick  cotton?" 

"I  know,"  'Said  Flavio.  "It's  jusit  that  there's 
nothing  to  do  all  day." 

"There's  the  truck  to  pick  up  the  workers.  Take 
good  care  of  little  Rosa,"  said  Mama  as  she  hurried 
out  the  door. 

Flavio  and  Mama  and  Rosa  'lived  in  a  small 
house  in  a  small  Mexican  village  in  southern 
Arizona. 

Most  of  the  grown-ups  worked  in  the  near-by 
cotton  fields.  The  children  stayed  at  home.  The 
older  ones  took  care  of  ithe  younger  ones. 

Flavio  was  only  seven  years  old,  but  he  was  a 
dependable  little  boy.  He  played  with  ihis  four  year 
old  sister  Rosa.  At  noon  he  got  out  the  sandwiches 
and  milk  Mama  left  for  them.  He  and  Rosa  rested 
'in  the  afternoon  and  then  played  again  until  Mama 
came  hoime. 

The  two  children  never  went  away  from  home. 

"If  you  stay  at  home  you  stay  out  of  trouble," 
Mama  said. 

When  Mama  came  home  in  the  evening  she 
was  tired.  She  fixed  their  supj>er.  Then  they  talked 
together  as  they  ate.  Soon  after  supper  they  went 
to  bed. 

Everyday  was  the  same  until  one  day  a  man  , 
and  woman  stopped  at  the  house. 

"Hello,"  said  the  man.  "We  will  be  at  the  school 
this  summer  every  morning  at  10:00.  We  will  all 
sing  together.  I  will  show  pictures  and  tell  stories 
I  want  to  tell  you  about  Jesus.  Will  you  come?" 

"I'll  ask  Mama,"  answered  Flavio. 

That  evening  as  they  ate  is  upper  Flavio  told 
Mama  about  the  man  and  woman  who  wanted  to 
tell  the  children  about  Jesus.  "May  we  go, 
Mama?"  he  asked. 

"Yes,"  answered  Mama.  "I  have  heard  of  these 
people.  They  are  good.  They  Uke  children.  You 
may  go  and  learn  about  Jesus." 

"Every  evening  I  will  tell  you  what  I  have 
learned,"  promised  Flavio. 


July  26,  1975 
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"Where  are  Dick  and  Betty?" 

"How  long  will  they  be  gone?" 

"How  will  we  manage  without  them?" 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  numerous  com- 
ments flying  about  nowadays  at  Brethren  Care, 
since  the  Boyds  have  left  to  begin  their  ministry 
at  the  Brethren  Church  in  Milford,  Indiana. 

Three  years  ago  the  Boyds  moved  to  Ashland, 
primarily  for  Dick  to  attend  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary,  but  with  the  additional  purpose  of  work- 
ing at  Brethren  Care.  Dick's  assignment,  as  direc- 
tor of  maintenance,  extended  itself  into  a  multi- 
tude of  areas:  overseeing  the  mowing,  snow  re- 
moval, and  cleaning;  doing  repair  work — you 
name  it,  and  he  was  called  on  to  provide  help;  he 
became  a  veritable  Mr.  Fixit.  And  let  it  be  noted: 
he  always  responded  wUIingly  and  cheerfully. 
Chief  among  his  benefits  to  residents  perhaps 
was  frequent  preaching  services  or  other  times  of 
spiritual  ooiunseling. 

Betty,  althoug'h  a  very  talented  and  artistic 
youoTig  lady,  -began  her  service,  without  complaint, 
at  a  very  menial  assignment,  in  the  laundry.  Here 
she  spent  countless  hours  at  steamy  washer  and 
dryer,  doing  mountains  of  bedding,  gowns,  towels, 
etc. 

As  the  nimiber  of  residents  increased  and  in- 
ooime  justified  hiring  a  full-time  laundress,  Betty 
was  released  to  assume  her  role  of  Recreational 
Director,  a  spot  for  which  she  was  eminently 
qualified.  To  be  sure,  she  served  in  numerous  other 
capacities,  delivering  mail  and  reading  it  to  those 
who  needed  help;  arranging  flowers;  visiting  and 
liisfteniing  to  patients;  driving  residents  to  doctor 
or  dentist  appodntments;  x'lan-ning  and  executing 
parties;  and  arranging  special  programs  of  en- 
tertaanment. 


One  of  Betty's  outstanding  skills  for  which  she 
will  be  remembered  is  her  cake-baking.  She  created 
these  delicacies  for  every  birthday — and  they  were 
not  just  ordinary  cakes.  Every  one  was  a  work 
of  art,  delectable  to  the  most  discriminating  taste 
and  as  beautiful  to  behold  as  a  Tiffany  display. 

In  addition  to  her  culinary  expertise,  Betty  man- 
ifested those  most  enviable  traits:  understanding 
and  compassion. 

Thus  far,  Dick  and  Betty  have  been  the  object 
of  our  attention,  but  there  is  even  more  to  the 
Boyd  family  that  was  a  vital  part  of  the  Brethren 
Care  service:   three  lovely  little  daughters. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances,  the  presence  of 
three  'little  girls,  ages  six  to  ten,  might  seem  some- 
what disconcerting,  if  not  disturbing,  to  older 
residents;  but  they  are  not  ordinary  little  girls. 
This  writer  has  never  encountered  any  lovelier  or 
better  behaved  children  than  Shannon,  Sharon 
and  Karen  (twins)  Boyd.  No,  they  are  not  stuffy 
little  puppets,  but  lively,  pleasant  lasses  who  know 
their  place  and — above  all — obey  their  parents 
unquestioningly. 

Sometimes  after  school,  when  they  scampered 
quietly  through  the  front  door,  faces  of  the  resi- 
dents brightened  into  warm,  friendly  smiles,  for 
after  a  day  of  seeing  only  adults,  the  sight  of  these 
vivacious  Utile  sprites  was  fine  medicine — as 
cheery  as  discovering  the  moon  in  one's  pocket. 

It  should  be  emphasized  here:  we  are  not  im- 
plying that  no  one  can  replace  this  fine  family; 
in  fact,  Mr.  Thomas  and  Kay  Shumaker,  who  are 
taking  over  the  work  of  Dick  and  Betty  are  lovely, 
capable  people  who  wiU  doubtless  fill  their  shoes 
quite  well.  Nevertheless,  we  will  miss  the  Boyds. 

Because  of  the  exceUent  way  in  which  Dick  and 
Betty  have  served,  their  dependability,  theiir  re- 
saurcefulness  and — above  all — their  compassion, 
we  bespeak  for  them  a  successful  and  fulfilling 
ministry.  (One  can't  help  recalling  one  of  God's 
great  servants  who  asked  for  and  received  an 
"understanding  heart."  It  was  worth  more  than 
wealth  and  power.) 

For  those  at  Brethren  Care  who  have  known 
the  Boyds  for  a  long  or  Short  time,  'the  words  of 
Cyrus  Albertsom  will  almost  certainly  express 
their  sentiments: 

In  some  loving  acts  of  kindness 
As  they  show  how  much  they  care — 
In  the  lives  of  folks  around  (us) 
(We)  find  God  reflected  there, 
-^il 
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Memorials 


THOMAS 

Esther  L.  Thoimas,  29,  passed  away  April  15, 
1975.  Surviving  are  her  father  Rev.  Wilbur 
Thomas,  three  brothers  and  three  sisters.  Services 
were  held  on  April  18,  >1975;  burial  was  at  Mount 
Hope  Cemetery,  Peru,  Indiana  with  Rev.  E.  Wayne 
Speicher  officiating.  Miss  Thomas  was  a  member 
of  the  County  Line  Brethren  Church  of  LakeviUe. 

RIDENHOUR 

Memorial  Services  were  held  at  the  Neptune 
Funeral  Home  at  Burlington,  Indiana  for  Miss 
Elizabeth  Ridenhour  who  went  to  be  with  her 
Lord,  Sunday,  June  the  first,  1975.  Miss  Ridenhour 
had  just  recently  passed  her  99th  birthday.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Burlington  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Officiating  at  the  service  was  her  pastor.  Rev. 
Albert  Curtright  and  Rev.  Edward  West,  pastor  of 
the  Flora  First  Brethren  Church.  Miss  Ridenhour 
had  been  a  resident  of  the  Flora  Home  for  the 
past  four  years.  Interment  was  in  the  RussiaviHe 
Cemeitery. 

LOCKHART 

Mrs.  Solon  (Olive)  Loekhart  passed  away  May 
14,  1975  at  the  age  of  86.  Surviving  are  2  sons, 
Denver  and  Robert,  both  of  Bryan,  Ohio;  one 
daughter  Mrs.  Orville  (Winona)  McBride;  and 
2  brothers,  Guy  Brown  of  Bryan,  and  Fred  Brown 
of  Montpelier,  Ohio.  She  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Bryan  First  Brethren  Church  since  1912. 
Memorial  services  were  conducted  by  the  pastor. 
Rev.  M.  W.  Dodds  on  May  17. 

MILLHOUSE 

Helen  Millhouse,  faithful  worker  and  beautiful 
Christian  passed  away  and  was  buried  on  March 
25th. 

Pastor  Jim  Black 

ENGLAR 

Lotta  'G.  Englar,  93,  Westminster,  Maryland, 
went  to  be  with  her  Lord,  March  27,  1975.  She 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Linwood  Brethren 
Church  and  a  charter  member  of  the  W.M.S.,  at 
Linwood.  Services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  Rex 
W.  McCotnahay.  Interment  Pipe  Creek  Cemetery. 

MORFORD 

Mrs.  TreHa  Morford  passed  away  April  11,  at 
the  Peabody  Memorial  Home  in  North  Manchester, 
Indiana,  where  she  had  been  residing  the  past 
three  years. 

She  is  survived  by  one  sister,  several  grand- 
children, her  two  sons-in-laiw  and  a  host  of 
friends. 

Memorial  services  were  'held  in  the  Peabody 
Memorial  Chapel  with  Rev.  Immel  offficiatinig. 


Weddings 


GUMER-BARBER 

Beth  Ellen  Gilmer  and  Stephen  Jay  Barber  were 
united  m  marriage  on  May  17,  1975  at  the  West 
Alexandria  First  Brethren  Church.  The  groom's 
father.  Rev.  Carl  Barber,  officiated  with  Rev. 
Arden  Gilmer,  the  bride's  brother,  assisting. 

Beth  is  the  daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Herbert 
Gilmer  of  West  Alexandria.  She  graduated  from 
Twin  Valley  South  High  School  in  1973  and  from 
Sawyer  Business  College  in  1974.  She  currently 
is  employed  at  the  Brethren  Publishing  CO'mpany 
in  Ashland,  Ohio. 

Stejihen  is  the  son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Barber 
of  Hemdon,  Virginia.  He  is  a  1972  graduate  of 
Herndon  High  School  and  wiU  be  a  senior  at 
Ashland  College  in  the  Fall.  He  plans  to  attend 
seminary  after  college  graduation. 

NAFF-CLARK 

The  marriage  of  Karen  Sue  Naff  and  (3erald 
Dennis  Clark,  took  place  on  Saturday,  May  17,  in 
a  charming  ceremony  in  St.  James  Brethren 
Church,  St.  James,  where  the  bride's  father  is 
pastor.  Rev.  Henry  Bates  performed  the  ceremony. 

The  bride  is  the  daughter  of  'the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
James  I.  Naff  of  St.  James.  The  bridegroom  is  tlie 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerald  Clark  of  Rt.  1,  Keedys- 
ville. 

Mrs.  Clark  is  a  1974  (graduate  of  WiUlaimspart 
Higih  School  and  ithe  Washington  County  Career 
Studies  Center.  She  is  employed  at  Clearview 
Nursing  Home. 

'Mr.  Clark  is  a  1972  graduate  of  Boonsboro  High 
School  and  is  employed  with  Oeasey  Company 
of  Hagerstown. 


luly  26,  1975 
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DUOBTY^ONES 

Misis  Marsha  Duffy  and  Mr.  Mark  Jones  were 
married  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  First  Brethren 
Ohuroh  in  North  Manchester,  Indiana,  April  26, 
1975. 

Marsha  is  the  idaoighter  -of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mair- 
s;hall  Duffy  and  has  been  quite  active  in  Teen 
Missions  Work  Projects — having  spent  last  sum- 
mer in  Colombia  South  America  in  this  field  of 
service. 

Mark  Jones  is  and  has  been  an  active  participant 
also  in  the  Teen  Missicms  Wocrk. 


PAYNE-ADAMS 

Miss  Sue  Payne  and  Mr.  Louis  Adams  were 
joined  together  in  the  Holy  Bonds  oi  Matrimony 
June  1,  1975  at  3:30  P.M.  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Payne  of 
Russiaville,  Indiana. 

The  bride  is  a  me'mber  of  ithe  Burlington  First 
Brethren  Church. 

The  ceremony  was  performed  by  Rev.  Albert 
O.  Gurtright,  pastor. 


MEMBERSHIP  GROWTH 

Derby,  Kansas — 14  by  baptism 

2  by  letter 
Vandergrift,  Pennsylvania — 21  by  baptism 

2  by  letter 
Oakville,  Indiana — 1  by  baptism 


CAMP  WYANDOHE 


A  FIRST  IN  THE  MIDWEST  DISTRICT:  On 
May  9-10  an  Adult  Retreat  was  held  at  Camp 
Wyandotte.  Only  nineteen  persons  attended  but 
it  was  a  beginning!  The  respoinse  from  those 
attending  was  so  enthusiastic  that  another  is 
being  planned  for  ithe  fall  and,  with  the  good 
publicity  that  those  Who  attended  in  the  spring 
will  give  us,  we  are  looking  for  rnore  than  twice 
that  many  at  the  FaU  Retreat. 

Some  lof  the  themes  shared  at  the  retreat  dealt 
with  Family  Life,  Youth  Conflicts  and  Churoh 
Growth. 

District  pastors  ishared  in  these  and  some 
of  the  lay  people  led  in  presenting  several 
meditations. 


COLLEGE  CORNER  BRETHREN  CHURCH 


More  than  200  attended  the  annual  Farm  Bureau 
Inc.  Rural^Ur't»an  Banquet  held  at  the  Honeywell 
Center  in  Wabash,  ilndiana  on  April  4. 

Being  honctred  at  the  annual  event  was  the 
College  Corner  Brethren  Ohuroh,  located  in  ^the 
southern  part  of  Wabash  County  at  roads  900S 
and  50OW.  The  church  was  named  first  place 
winner  in  the  Rural  Churoh  Improvement  program 
sponsored  by  Farm  Bureau  Inc.  Rev.  Duane  Dick- 
soin,  pastor,  accepted  the  aw^ard. 

This  past  year  ithe  sanctuary  was  completely  re- 
decorated and  the  basement  remodeled.  In  redoing 
the  basement  area,  panelling,  carpeting,  lighting, 
ceiling,  and  kitchen  remodeling  were  a  part  of  the 
project.  New  folding  doors  were  used  in  the  base- 
ment program  as  an  increase  in  Sunday  School 
classroom  space  wa^  needed. 

Located  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Missiissinewa 
Reservoir,  'the  dhiuroh  was  erected  in  the  late 
1800's  and  is  still  serving  the  icommunlty  in  a 
spiritual  and  social  way. 


Page  Twenty-two 


The  Brethren  Evang'elist 


BERLIN,  PENNSYLVANIA 


The  Little  White  Church 


I 


The  Berlin  Birethren  Church  recently  honored 
members  who  have  belonged  and  served  the 
church  faithfully  for  more  'than  fifty  years. 

There  were  forty-oine  so  honored.  Mrs.  Minnie 
Menges  96  has  been  a  member  for  80  years  and 
seldom  misses  Sunday  School  and  church.  Mrs. 
Mary  Werner  also  has  been  a  member  for  80 
years  and  she  seldom  misses  any  of  our  services. 

Rev.  D.  C.  White  90,  a  me'mber  for  69  years 
assisted  with  the  service  and  related  the  history 
of  the  church,  ,and  he  also  wroite  a  poem  abO'Ut 
the  original  church  biuilt  in  1881,  and  presently 
being  used  for  a  Scout  Hall. 

Thirty-niine  of  the  41  continue  to  be  active. 

Members  Who  have  served  their  Lord  and  'the 
Berlin  Brethren  Churdh  for  more  than  fifty  years : 

Mrs.  Minnie  Menges,  79  years;  Mrs.  Mary 
Werner,  77  years;  Mrs.  Ruth  Shultz,  72  years; 
Prank  Boyer,  70  years;  Rev.  D.  C.  White,  69  years; 
D.  J.  Musser,  69  years;  Elwood  Landis,  69  years; 
Mrs.  Wilson  Boyer,  67  years;  Mrs.  Susan  Gless- 
ner,  66  years;  Harry  Meyers,  64  years;  FrC'd 
Coughenour,  63  years;  Mrs.  Kate  Hay,  62  years; 
Mrs.  Harry  Landis,  62  years;  Miss  Ethel  Meyers, 
62  years;  Henry  Piatt,  62  years;  Margaret 
Coughenour,  61  years;  Mrs.  Myra  Kimmel,  58 
years;  Mrs.  Norval  Gnagey,  58  years;  Clyde  Im- 
hoff,  58  years;  Roy  Landis,  57  years;  Miss  Anna 
Miller,  57  years;  George  Dively,  55  years;  Miilton 
HUlegass,  55  years;  Prank  Layding,  54  years; 
Betina  Layding,  54  years;  Mrs.  Dwig'ht  Miller, 
54  years;  Miss  Dorothy  Boyer,  54  years;  Mrs. 
Henry  Piatt,  54  years;  Mrs.  Ruth  Lancia,  54  years; 
Webster  Poor,  Sr.,  52  years;  Miss  Mary  Menges, 
52  years;  Miss  Theikna  Saylor,  52  years;  Elkins 
Deeter,  51  years;  Mrs.  Chas  Hoskins,  51  years; 
Miss  Ida  Kimmel,  51  years;  Joihn  Kimmel,  51 
years;  Mrs.  Blanche  Long,  51  years;  Mrs.  Mae 
Queer,  51  years;  and  Mrs.  John  Hepler,  51  years; 
Mrs.  Walter  Johnson,  50  years. 


Little  White  Church  within  the  dell. 

Your  history  I  have  tried  to  tell. 

In  1881  you  were  white  and  new. 

The  faithful  few  had  buUded  you. 

They  gathered  to  hear  the  Word  so  dear. 

Sang  songs  of  praise,  for  God  was  near. 

These  faithful  few  your  presence  knew. 

Did  worship  here,  God's  Word  to  do. 

God  led  them  and  they  followed  on. 

And  now  they  wear  the  Victor's  Crown. 

Little  White  Church  so  small  and  plain. 

In  yoiu,  they  received  much  Spiritual  gain. 

Through  life  yoiu  lifted  their  heavy  loads. 

They  walked  with  Goid  down  the  troubled  road. 

The  faithful  few  each  in  their  regular  place, 

Adorned  each  service  wiith  humble  Grace. 

The  pastor  back  of  the  walnut  pulpit  stood, 

Per  God,  and  right,  ^and  what  was  good. 

Little  White  Churdh  you  were  moved  to  the  back, 

To  make  rooim  for  a  new  brick  edifiice. 

But  you  stiU  stand  as  proud  as  ever, 

With  your  steeple  pointed  towards  Heaven. 

May  tjie  echo  of  your  glorio'us  past. 

Remain  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  held  fast 

The  doctrines  of  the  church  until  the  last. 

Of  the  faithful  shiall  answer  the  Trumpet  Blast. 


Written  by  Rev.  D.  C.  White  as  part  of 
the  fifty  year  member  celebration. 


ruly  26,  1975 


Page  Twenty-three 


A  Tribute  to  My  Friend  Sara 

As  I  look  back  tonigiht  to  all  the  fmany  things 
we  did  together  in  'these  last  thirty  yeans  or  more, 
'I  can't  help  'but  think  that  our  loss,  in  your  pass- 
ing, is  heaven's  gain,  for  if  the  words  are  true,  as 
I'm  sure  they  are —  "Inasmucih  as  ye  have  done 
It  unto  one  of  ^the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye 
did  it  unto  me" — then  we  know  you  are  indeed 
rich  toward  God. 

Who  can  count  the  many  times  you  went  out  of 
your  way  to  help  older  folks  as  well  as  the  chil- 
dren? How  we  depended  on  you  to  drive  us 
around  to  our  meetings,  quiltings,  etc.,  to  help 
!where  help  was  always  needed  in  our  Signal 
Lights,  W.M.S.  meetings.  Home  Dept.,  S.S.  and 
many  other  ways  too  numerous  to  mention. 


You  were  my  strong  arigiht  arm,  as  it  were,  in 
so  many  ways — never  too  busy  to  lend  a  helping 
hand,  wihen  needed,  and  always  did  it  wilMnigly. 
You  indeed  walked  the  second  mile  with  those 
who  needed  help,  always  ready  to  do  what  was 
asked  or  needed  of  you.  Where  will  we  ever  find 
a  friend  and  helper  to  take  your  place?  My  heart 
overflows  with  gratitude  for  having  known  and 
worked  with  you,  my  faithful  co-worker.  You  wall 
be  sadly  missed  by  us  all,  but  I'm  sure  our 
Master's  words,  "Well  done,  good  and  faithful 
servant"  were  never  more  richly  deserved  than 
they  were  to  you  .as  you  entered  the  better  land. 

Farewell  till  we  meet  again  at  'the  end  of  life's 
day. 

Mrs.  Mable  Hepler 
(Berlin  Brethren) 


MEXICO,  INDIANA 


Greetings  from  Mexico,  Indiana!  We  just  want 
%o  praise  the  Lord  for  the  .many  wonderful  bless- 
imgis  which  He  has  brougjht  our  way. 

One  of  'the  greatest  blessings  has  been  our  com- 

Imunity    choir's    presentation    of    "Alleluia!"    We 

iowe  many  thanks  to  Brad  Weddenlhamer  for  the 
use  of  his  music.  People  from  our  church  along 

iwith  those  from  the  Baptist  and  Methodist 
churches  in  town  sang  "Alleluia!"  before  215  peo- 

iple  at  O'ur  dhurch  for  Sunrise  on  Easter  morning. 
Since  then,  we  have  presented  it  at  Roann  and 
Center  Ghapel  and  on  June  il  we  will  sinig  it  at 
Corinth.  The  music  has  really  toecome  precio'us 
to  the  singers  as  well  as  to  many  in  the  congre- 

j  gation.  We  know  that  -many  of  our  other  Brethren 
churches  are  also  usiing  this  music  and  receiving 

i  ridh  blessings,  too. 

We  are  also  grateful  that  Dick  Wikifield  could 
come  and  s.h.are  -with  us  last  f  aiU  and  that  Prasanth 
Kumar  could  be  with  us  last  spring.  Their 
visits  have  done  much  to  help  our  peo.ple  be- 
come better  acquainted  with  missions  and  to  be- 
come more  concerned  about  them.  We  had  a  won- 

'  derf  ul  week  of  revival  to  November  with  Rev.  Bill 
Ross.  In  December,  we  had  a  couple  of  new  pro- 
grams: a  Qhristmas  Eve  candlelight  sarvioe  and 
an  all-dhuirdh  New  Year's  Eve  Party,  which  our 


Youth  SEwnsored.  Everyone  who  attended  seemed 
to  really  enjoy  them.  In  January  and  February, 
several  from  our  church  attended  the  District 
School  of  Christian  Education  at  Roann.  As  usual, 
these  classes  have  proven  to  be  a  real  blessing. 
Our  WMS  Public  Service  in  February  featured 
Mrs.  Duane  Dickson  of  College  Corner,  who  shared 
her  testimony  with  us.  Easter  was  a  very  tousy 
time,  with  our  Commuoiity  Pre-Easter  services. 
Maundy  Thursday  Communion  and  the  other  reg- 
ular services  at  our  church,  plus  "Alleluia!".  Also, 
five  young  people  were  baptized  on  Easter.  We 
are  very  proud  of  our  youth  (group  who'se  poster 
tied  for  first  place  with  the  one  from  Nappanee 
at  the  State  Youth  Pun  Day.  This  month  has  been 
our  Mother-Daughter  Party  and  on  May  23, 
WMS  ill  is  sponsoring  a  carry4n  supper  and  a 
special  program  with  Will  Brown  in  honor  of  our 
graduating  seniors.  We  look  forward  to  June,  with 
Bible  School,  District  Co'nference  and  the  begin- 
ning of  camp.  We  also  hope  to  have  the  Benstioiffs 
with  us  soon. 

God  is  truly  biessang  our  labors  for  Him  and 
we  praise  Him  so  mucfh.  We  covet  tlhe  .prayers  of 
the  Brethren  and  pray  that  all  of  you  are  growing 
and  rejoicing  in  Him,  too. 

Rev.  Gerald  Barr 


MILLEDGEVILLE.  ILLINOIS 


Mother's  Day  in  Milledgevllle,  IMnods  accom- 
pMstied  something  quite  siignLficant  this  year.  In- 
stead of  the  traditional  gift,  or  flower,  for  each 
mother  in  attendance,  one  do'llar  was  sent  to  World 
Relief.  Sixty  ($60.00)  extra  for  World  Relief.  .  .  . 
What  better  way  to  pay  tribute  to  mother? 
Pastor  Jim  Black 
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PLEASANT  VIEW 
YANDERGIFT,  PENNSYLVANIA 


Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church,  Keppel  tHill, 
Parks  Twp.,  recently  was  the  scene  oif  a  Deacon 
Ordination.  On  Sunday  June  '1,  1975  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wayne  Crytzer  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  McGraw 
were  oifficially  ordaineid  as  Deacons  and  Deacon- 
esses in  a  special  worship  service.  Rev.  Thomas 
Kidder  of  Adrian,  PennsylvajuLa  preached  the  or- 
dination sermon  and  assisted  Rev.  Airden  E. 
Gilmer,  the  local  pastor,  in  the  admiinistering  of 
the  oirdination  vows  and  prayems.  Mr.  .and  Mrs. 
Crytzer  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McG-raw  had  been 
elected  to  this  life-time  office  by  prayerful  vote 
of  the  Pleasant  View  Comgregation  on  April  30, 
1975  in  response  to  the  needs  of  the  growing  min- 
istry of  t3ie  church.  In  this  new  office  they  wUl 
serve  in  capacities  directly  relating  to  the  spiritual 
life  of  the  church  and  wUl  assist  the  pastor  in 
the  .minisitry  to  the  needs  of  both  the  congregation 
and  the  community.  Alter  the  ordination  seirvice, 
the    newly    ordained    co'uples    were    hosted    to    a 


fellowship  luncheon  by  members  of  the  current 
Deacon  Board. 


Mr.  Wayne  Crytzer,  Mrs.  Sharyn  Crytzer, 
Mrs.  Nancy  McGraw,  Mr.  James  McGraw 


SARASOTA.  FLORIDA 


Rec,  J.  L>.  Hamel;  Rev.  Fred 

Vanator;  Mrs.  Esther 

(Vanator)  Mohler 


Mother's  Day,  Sunday,  May  11th,  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  Sarasiota  First  Brethren  ChurCh 
dedicated  the  Sunday  School  cottage,  "The  Helen 
Vanator  Cottage"  in  memory  of  her  faithful  ser- 
vice to  First  Brethren  as  the  wife  of  oiur  founding 
pastor,  Rev.  F^d  Vanator,  amd  mother  of  its 
founding  daughter,  Mrs.  Esther  Mohler.  Recoigni- 
tion  was  also  given  for  her  27  years  of  service  to 
the  National  Women's  Missionary  Society  as  a 
member,  Vice-President,  and  Bditoir  of  the 
"Women's  Outlook." 

Over  330  members  and  friends  were  m  attend- 
ance at  the  unveiling  of  the  plaque  by  the  Moder- 
ator Mr.  Floyd  Bowers.  The  benediction  was  given 
by  Mr.  Eugene  Rohbins,  Deacon  and  Sunday 
School  teacher,  followed  by  ithe  closing  song, 
"Blest  be  the  Tie  That  Binds." 

In  1970  the  farmer  church  sanctuary,  'wliiCh  now 
includes  eight  Sunday  School  classrooms,  was  dedi- 
cated in  honor  of  the  foRinidinig  pastor,  as  the 
"Vanator  Fellowship  HaU." 

— J  D.  Hamel,  pastor 
Sarasota,  Tia. 


CHURCH  GROWTH  is  inevitable  when  we  learn  to  say  yes  to  God. 


fuly  36,  1975 
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Attending-  My  First  N.A.E.  Convention 


The  anticipated  thrill  tiliat  I  had  for  many  weeks 
prior  to  attending  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals  Convention  in  Los  Angeles  became 
a  reality  on  Tuesday,  April  8,  1975  at  the  Inter- 
kational  Hotel.  The  four  days  prior  to  this  date 
jLois  and  I  spent  with  the  Thomas  Sdh-ultz  family 
sightseeing,  reminiscing,  and  making  new  friends. 
Pat,  Steve,  Mark,  and  Tim  were  very  nice  to  us 
and  made  our  stay  with  ithem  a  memorable  one. 
Dhaplain  Tom  was  in  Bremerton,  Washington  but 
['m  looking  forward  to  seeing  them  at  General 
1  Conference  in  August. 

After  checking  at  the  N.A.E.  desk  for  the  packet 
3ontaining  the  program,  name  tags,  meal  tickets, 
ind  general  linfoirmation,  I  went  to  our  room  and 
segan  to  examine  the  contents,  and  discovered 
I  bhat  Paul  Steiner  was  the  Chairman  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church'men  Comartission.  This  was  the 
fcommission  'that  I  would  be  attending  as  the  de- 
(noiminational  representative.  I  was  thinking  ithen 
how  interesting  this  will  be  to  meet  another  person 
toy  the  same  name  as  my  friend  Paul  from  Lanark, 
p. 

I  Tuesday  morning  I  attended  an  Evangelism  and 
Home  Missions  session  with  Joto  Rowsey.  In  thus 
•Session  were  two  m-en  that  I  had  met  at  the  Men's 
Congress  in  Pa. 

!  After  lunch  I  went  to  the  ;first  meeting  of  the 
Evangelical  Churchmen  ooimmission.  We  were 
igiven  the  opportunity  here  of  telling  who  we 
iwere,  what  church  we  were  representing  and  then 
Isharing  highlights  and  information  conceirnirag 
Idhurch  extension  and  denominational  plans  and 
"programs.  It  w^as  an  opportunity  for  me  to  ac- 
quaint them  of  the  Brethren  Youth  Crusader 
groups,  their  summer  work  of  witnessmg  and 
personal  contacts,  also  of  their  musical  presen- 
tations. Also  telling  of  the  Dr.  Win  Am  Church 
Growth  seminars  that  we  attended  in  Ashland 
Park  Street  Church. 

On  Wednesday  anid  Thuirisday  I  would  toe  attend- 
ing four  workshop  sessions  of  the  Evangeilical 
Churchmen  Commission  under  Dr.  John  Broger 
and  Dr.  John  Bettler.  It  was  in  these  sessions  that 
I  began  to  feel  an  awareness  ithat  the  Holy  Spirit 
was  leading  me  to  be  considering  the  possibility 
of  becoming  actively  engaged  in  this  area  of 
"Training  Laymen  to  Counsel".  Each  succeeding 
session  seemed  be  be  clearly  establishing  this  as  a 
definite  call  to  consider  the  purchasing  of  tapes 
and  books  that  would  equip  some  of  us  at  Gratis 
in  this  line  of  endeavor.  I've  ordered  this  training 
kit  of  tapes  and  ibooks  by  Dr.  Jay  E.  Adams  for 
use  as  a  trainmg  course  to  equip  Chirisfians  for 
counseling.  This  shoulid  be  an  opportunity  for 
soime  of  us  to  use  our  time  and  talents  to  be  trained 
to  mieet  the  needs  of  those  with  who^m  we  wiiU  be 
meeting  in  our  daily  assoiciations.  As  I'm  nearing 
the  time  when  I  can  consider  retirernent  this  could 
very  well  be  a  new  field  of  endeavor  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  win  prepare  me.  Pray  with  me  that  if  *his 
is  His  leading  that  I  will  recognize  this  and  will- 
ingly follow  His  direction. 

The  8:00  a.m.  Bible  Hoiur  and  prayer  sessions 
by  Dr.  Carl  Lundquist  were  just  what  was  needed 


by  Virgil  L.  Barnhart 
Moderator,  Bref-hren  Church 


Dr.  John  Bettler 

to  set  the  proper  tone  for  the  busy  days  activities. 
He  'brought  a  presentation  on  Wed.  of  Psalm 
139  and  Thurs.  of  Psalm  90  that  gave  guidelines 
for  meditation  and  zeal  for  the  day. 

There  were  simultaneous  sessions,  and  I  could 
not  attend  all,  but  the  speakers  that  I  heard  had 
initerCiSting  messages  to  present.  There  were 
addresses  by  W.  A.  CrisweU,  Lelghton  Ford,  Billy 
A.  Melvin,  Ben  F.  Reid,  Paul  E.  Toms,  Robert 
Vernon  and  others.  Wish  I  could  have  heard  Dr. 
Elton  TrueWoo'd  speak  on  "The  Future  of  Chris- 
tian Higher  Education". 

It  was  an  enjoyable  experience  to  attend  the 
fasting  and  prayer  service  sponsored  by  the  World 
Relief  Commission.  'We  then  could  give  the  price 
of  our  'meal  to  help  feed  the  hungry  of  the  world. 
They  gave  us  packets  containing  5  ounces  of  millet 
which  is  the  average  daUy  allotment  per  person 
in  the  food  -crisis  .areas  of  the  world. 

There  are  (many  more  events  that  I  could  write 
and  tell  but  feel  that  this  will  give  an  idea  of  the 
rewarding  experience  that  I  encountered  in  coming 
together  with  O'ther  'Christians  with  the  unity  o'f 
miind  and  spirit  for  cooperation  together  for  the 
faith  of  the  gospel. 

Praise  the  Lord  ;in  opening  the  door  and  seeing 
evangeilical  born  again  believers  'in  'this  day  -and 
age  'Stand  together  in  the  unity  of  God's  ipilan  for 
salvation  'Of  so'uls. 

In  ChriS'tian  love  and  service. 
VirgU  L.  Bamhart 
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MISSiOMAHy 


Hews 

MARGARET  LOWERY  HONORED 


Award  presented  to  Maryaiet  Loivery  by  Quinton  Thompson 


Margaret  Lowery  was  cdiosen  ior  the  Disitin- 
gudislhed  Aluirmi  Service  Award  from  Towson 
State  College.  Towson  State  has  been  most 
selective  in  awarding  these  homors  and  this  is  a 
fine  recognition  of  Margaret's  achievements 
through  the  years.  The  award  presented  on  May 
3rd  was  one  of  two  given  this  year  to  alumni  who 
have  served  their  profession  with  distinction  and 
w'ho  have  ^made  geniuiine  oootributions  to  their 
community. 

We  offer  herewith  the  citation  which  was  pre- 
pared for  Miss  Lowery  at  that  time  and  read  by 
Mr.  Samuel  Acree,  a  member  of  her  class  of 
1930.  The  award  itself,  a  pin  and  certificate,  were 
presented  by  Mr.  Quinton  Thompson,  the  President 
of  the  Alumni  Association. 


CITATION 

Margaret  Ella  Lowery 

Margaret  Lowery  graduated  from  Towson  State 
College,  then  known  as  the  Maryland  State 
Normal  School,  in  1930.  As  ithe  oldest  of  11  chil- 
dren of  a  tenant  farming  family  she  attended 
school  in  Western  Maryland  and  graduated  from 
Hagerstown  High  School.  On  completion  of  her 
work  at  Towson  she  served  for  14  years  as  an 
elementary  school  teacher  in  the  Washington 
County  Public  Schools.  During  this  time  she  re- 
ceived her  Bachelor's  degree  from  Madison  Col- 
lege, Harrisonburg,  Virginia  and  did  graduate 
work  at  Duke  University  in  North  Carolina. 

In  1947,  Miss  Lowery  became  a  Registered 
Nurse  throuigh  situddes  at  the  WasWnigtan  Counity 
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;ohool  of  Nursing  in  Hagerstown.  She  also  began 
I  study  program  in  Mission  Work  at  the  Ashland 
College  and  Seminary  in  Ashland,  Ohio.  While 
ingaged  in  these  studies  she  served  as  both  nurse 
uid  nursing  instructor  at  the  Samaritan  Hospital 
n  Ashland. 

Since  1953  Miss  Lowery  has  combined  her  skiUs 
IS  teacher,  nurse,  and  missionary  in  her  work 
is  the  Director  of  the  Krypton  Bible  Center  in 
<rypton,  Kentucky,  which  is  located  in  the  area 
en  own  as  South  Appalachia. 

Miss  Lowery  has  been  prominent  in  her  work 
■n  support  of  4H  Club  activities  in  Maryland  and 
Kentucky.  These  activities  have  included  camp- 
ng,  care  of  the  sick,  child  guidance  and  home- 
naking,  seiwing,  nutrition,  handicrafts,  first  aid, 
md  civU  defense.  She  has  participated  in  numer- 
)U3  4il  regional  and  national  co.nferences  and  was 
;he  recipient  of  the  Most  Outstanding  I^eader 
4.ward  and  the  National  4H  Alumni  Key  Award. 

As  a  missionary  worker  for  the  Missionary 
3oard  of  the  Brethren  Church  she  has  developed 
outstanding    Christian    programs    for    the    people 


of  the  South  Appalachiaji  region.  She  se-rves  the 
people  there  from  birth  to  burial,  provides  for 
their  material  and  spiritual  needs,  and  trains 
their  future  leaders.  She  'has  been  .most  active 
during  recons'truction  periods  foUowing  several 
Kentucky  floods  which  wrecked  havoc  among  the 
towns,  villages  and  homesites  in  the  area. 

For  her  service  to  her  God  and  her  community, 
for  her  uncommon  skiU  in  blending  the  fruits  of 
three  noble  professions  into  one  humanitarian 
enterprise,  for  her  continual  and  determined 
search  for  ways  to  improve  the  human  experience 
of  the  people  in  South  Appalachia,  ithe  Alumni 
Association  of  Towson  State  College  is  proud  to 
present  its  Distinguished  Alumni  Award  to 
Margaret  EUa  Lowery,  teacher,  nurse,  seirvant  of 
God,  and  an  inspiration  to  aU  who  recognize  that 
humble  and  enlightened  service  to  fellow  human 
beings  is  a  great  and  noble  venture. 


Our  congratulatio*ns  to  Margaret  on  being  awarded 
this  very  fine  honor! ! 


The  Brethren  Church  of  Stockton 
Excerpt  from  The  Stockton  Brethren  Review 


by  Delmer  G.  Lawson,  Pastor 


I  We  surely  must  all  be  aware  of  the  fact  that, 
when  the  Lord  gave  us  the  patteim  for  church 
growth  in  the  second  chapter  of  Acts,  He  was 
f uUy  aware  of  -the  fact  that  there  was  no  greater 
method  of  reaching  people,  'than  by  going  to  them 
with  the  blessed  Gospel.  We  do  not  build  great 
churches  by  scheming,  or  drives,  or  planning  pro- 
igrams — these  things  may  work  temporarily,  but 
in  the  final  analysis,  "going  two  iby  two,  and 
knocking  on  doors,  is  still  the  Lord's  way  and 
upon  'this  we  cannot  improve. 

As  we  look  at  ithe  Biblical  account  in  the  Book 
of  Nehemiah,  we  see  that  the  work  of  God  suc- 
ceeded because  "the  people  had  a  mind  to  work." 
That  is  the  only  way  we,  in  these  last  days,  can 
see  a  work  for  God  accomplished.  We  must  have 
a  mind  to  work  'in  the  harvest  field  in  which  He 
has  placed  us.  We  must  be  wUMng  to  put  every 
lOther  consideration  in  a  secondary  place,  and  real- 
jize  ithat  winning  souls  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
is  of  prime  importance,  and  that  we  should  re- 
member that  no  priority  is  greater  than  the  wo>rth 
of  a  soul  for  whom  Christ  died.  We  should  not 
only  pray  that  the  Lord  would  send  forth  laborers 
'into  His  harvest  field,  but  we  'should  re-alize  'that 
"we  are  workers  together"  for  the  accompUshing 
of  that  task.  We  'must  not,  rather,  we  cannot 
sMrk  our  iresponsibili'ties.  The  Lord  is  coming 
soon  Whatever  we  do  for  Him,  we  must  do  quickly, 
"(for  the  night  cometh  -when  no  man  can  wo'rk." 
He  'has  given  us  everything  we  'need  to  get  the 
job  done  for  Him.  We  need  only  yield  ourselves  to 


His  direction,  make  ourselves  available,  and  He 
wiU  do  the  rest. 

We  must  stop  making  excuses  for  ourselves  as 
to  why  we  can't  do  this  or  ithat  for  the  Lo'rd.  Paul, 
in  'his  Epis'tle  to  the  Philiippians  said,  "I  can  do 
all  things  through  Christ,  Who  strengthens  me." 
Phil  4:13.  To  say  that  we  do  not  have  any 
strength  from  a  human  point  of  view  may  be 
correct,  but  "greater  is  He  who  is  in  you,  than  he 
who  is  in  the  world,"  and  we  can  do  all  things 
through  Him. 

To  ibe  sure,  we  are  seeing  "the  falling  away" 
mentioned  in  'the  Scriptures,  and  'it  is  'being  said 
by  some  that  it  is  inevitable  that  Church  members- 
ship  will  gradually  decrease  to  such  an  extent 
that  very  few  will  remain  faithful  to  their 
Church.  I  believe  it  is  also  itrue  that  Jeisus  said 
to  "occupy  until  He  comes,"  and  that  He  'has  prom- 
ised to  reward  our  labors  with  results.  If  that  be 
the  case,  then  we  can  rest  assured  that  if  we  wUl 
faithfully  proclaim  'His  holy  WO'rd,  He  will  'grant 
an  increase  to  encourage  us  in  our  efforts.  He  is 
not  unfaithful  Who  'has  promised,  and  the  prom- 
ise is:  "He  that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing 
precious  seed,  shall  doubtless  'Co^me  again  with 
rejoicing,  bringing  'his  sheaves  w^ith  him."  Psa. 
126:6  KJV.  Beloved,  please  take  'to  heart  anoither 
blessed  promise  given  to  us  iby  the  Lord,  "There- 
fore, my  beloved  brethren  be  ye  steadfast,  un- 
moveable,  always  abo'unding  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your  la;bour  is 
not  in  vain  in  the  Lord."  1  Cor.  15:58,  KJV. 
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MUSA  MSHELIA  TRANSLATING  NEW  TESTAMENT  INTO  BURA 


Fifty  years  after  the  ifirst  scriptures  were  writ- 
ten in  the  Bura  langnaage,  the  task  of  rendering 
the  New  Testament  in  that  African  language  has 
begun  anew.  In  1925  pioneer  Nigeria  missionaries 
Albert  Helser  and  Stover  Kulp  published  the  book 
of  Mark  Ln  Bura,  an  almost  incredible  feat — ^when 
they  arrived  in  liuraland  in  1923  no  foreigner  had 
ever  learned  the  language  and  it  had  never  been 
reduced  to  v\rriting. 

Now  in  1975,  Musa  Mshelia,  a  Bura  scholar  who 
speaks  several  languages  and  is  a  professionally 
trained  translator,  has  begun  a  new  translation 
of  the  missionai-y-produced  New  Testament. 

Beginning  with  the  work  of  Helser  and  Kulp 
in  1925,  and  continuing  with  further  translating 
of  New  Testament  books  by  those  two,  plus  Floyd 
Mallott  and  WilUam  Beahm,  a  complete  Bura  New 
Testament  was  eventually  published  in  1937. 

When  the  1950  edition  went  out  of  print  recently 
the  London-based  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  publishers,  woiuld  only  agree  to  a  further 
printing  if  the  entire  New  Testament  underwent 
a  new  translation  by  a  native  Biira  scholar.  The 
western  gundamas  (sub-districts)  of  Lardin  Gabas 
appointed  Musa  and  he  began  working  last 
November.  He  expects  to  complete  his  task  in 
about  three  years. 

Quietly  confident,  the  soft-spoken  scholar  is 
privately  awed  by  his  task  and  wonders  that  God 
has  led  him  in  this  direction.  "I  was  a  rebel 
against  Ohrist,  like  Bulus  (Paul),"  reflects  Musa 
(Moses)  with  a  twinkle  in  his  eye.  "When  the 
missionaries  asked  me  to  becoime  a  schoolboy,  I 
ran  away  to  Maiduguri.  I  became  a  taUor  and  a 


baker.  But  I  came  home  to  find  a  wife.  I  was  bap- 
tized a  Christian  but  I  continued  drinking  and 
leading  a  loose  life.  Blind  Yarkawa  (a  local  pastor) 
asked  me  to  preach  at  Kogu,  but  again  I  ran  away, 
this  time  to  Kano  and  other  cities.  Illness  brought 
me  home  again  to  get  treatment  from  a  local 
medicine  man.  I  stayed  and  began  to  preach  at 
Kwajafa.  No  one  taught  ime.  I  just  felt  it  in  my 
heart  to  work  for  Ohrist. 

"In  1962  I  entered  Kulp  Bible  School.  After  11 
years  of  school  and  pastoral  work  I  graduated  in 
il973.  Meanwhile  I  was  chosen  for  training  in 
translation  work.  Now  here  I  am.  I  don't  know 
Why  God  did  it,  but  I  beUeve  he  wUl  guide  me  as 
he  guided  Bulus  and  other  scripture  writers." 

Presently  Musa  is  writing  practice  drafte  of 
various  scriptures,  which  wUl  be  checked  and 
studied  by  Bible  Society  scholars.  From  there  he 
will  progress  to  the  final  stages  of  his  task. 

When  he  is  finished,  Lardin  CJabas  will  have 
the  New  Testament  in  two  local  languages,  plus 
the  entire  Bible  in  Hausa,  a  lingua  franca  in  north- 
ern Nigeria.  The  Higi  New  Testament  was  pul> 
lished  by  the  WycUffe  Bible  Society  last  year.  In 
further  translation  work,  a  Margi  New  Testament 
committee  began  work  last  November,  and  a  KUba 
one  is  being  produced  by  the  Danish  branch  of  the 
Sudan  United  Mission,  which  works  east  of 
Garkida. 

— MESSENGER  June  1975  issue 
Churc'h  of  the  Brethren 
NOTE:     It  is  Jerry  Grieve  of  The  Brethren 
Church   who  is  working  on  Kilba 
translation. 


Armchair  Missionary  Tour 


It  is  possible  to  visit  the  Brethren  mission  field 
in  Nigeria  from  your  own  living  room,  in  your 
own  armchair.  This  can  be  done  through  a  book 
called  LABDIN  GABAS  a  land,  a  people,  a  church 

published  and  available  through  the  Brethren 
Press  in  Elgin,  Illinois. 

This  book  was  published  as  a  part  of  the  anni- 
versary celebration  in  1973,  when  the  Brethren 
mission  in  Nigeria  celebrated  its  50th  birthday. 
The  book  introduces  you  to  the  co'untry,  its  histoiry 
and  people,  arts  and  crafts  and  a  history  of  the 
Church  from  its  beginning  50  years  ago. 

Kermon  Thomason's  word  pictures  of  the  area 
of  Lardin  Gabas  is  almost  as  good  as  being  there 
yourself,  especially  when  coupled  with  the  beau- 
tiful pictures  included  in  the  book.  As  for  example 
when  he  describes  Lake  Tilla.  Resting  in  a  deep 
and  aged  crater  seven  miles  fro^m  Biu,  the  lake  is 
a  wonder  to  behold  even  at  the  height  of  the  rains 
wthen  it  is  set  in  a  landscape  of  tropical  verdancy. 
But  in  mid-dry  season  when  all  around  is  a  scene 
of  dreary  desolation,  then  TiUa  is  its  most  im- 
pressive— a  diamond  in  the  dust.  This  is  the  time 
When  you  look  incredulously  at  your  photographs 
of  last  rainy  season's  lushness  and  exclaim,  "It 
can't  ever  be  that  green,  can  it?"  Then  after  a 
dusty  trip  to  Tilla  you  behold  this  jewel  of  a  lake 
twinkling  in  the  brilliant  sunlight,  in  a  setting  of 
emerald  green  reeds  and  rushes.  The  contrast  is 
hard    to    comprehend — ^life    and    death    in    juxta- 


position. Then  you  appreciate  fully  the  importance 
of  water  in  'this  thirsty  land  and  the  thin  line 
with  which  it  separates  life  from  death  here  in 
the  dry  savannahs  of  Nigeria. 

Or  when  he  begins  to  describe  the  Harmattan. 
"Nigerians  cannot  imagine  the  character  of  snow, 
not  having  experienced  it.  Americans  and  Euro- 
peans, conversely,  cannot  without  direct  experi- 
ence, adequately  attain  a  notion  of  harmattan. 
To  caU  the  harmattan  a  dust  stoim,  or  sanid 
stoirm,  or  any  sort  of  storm  is  misleading,  for 
storms  suggest  something  that  harmattan  is  not. 
A  storm  cannot  come  creeping  stealthily  in  as 
the  harmattan  does.  Storms  bellow  and  rage  and 
stomp  their  hooves.  Harmattan  comes  silent  and 
cat-like,  like  Sandburg's  fog.  .  .  .  Throughout  ^the 
dry  season  harmattan  comes  and  goes  according 
to  the  vagaries  of  the  wind.  It  is  the  Nigerian 
substitute  for  the  northern  miseries  of  snow  and 
sleet  and  jack-frost." 

After  this  type  of  description  of  <the  country 
other  chapters  continue  with  history,  life  styles  of 
the  people  and  even  stories  told  by  the  Nigerians 
themselves.  These  books  were  sold  extensively 
during  the  year  of  the  anniversary  and  make  very 
interesting,  entertaininig  and  educational  reading. 
If  you  have  not  purchased  a  copy  yet  some  vvill 
be  available  at  (General  Conference  through  the 
Brethren  Bookstore. 
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ANNUAL  CONVENTION 


Brethren  Church  denominational  leaders  attended  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelical's  33rd  Annual  Convention  in  Los  Angeles,  April  8-10,  1975  along  with 
evangelical  leaders  from  across  the  country.  At  this  time  Evangelical  Foreign 
Missions  Association,  an  affiliate  of  the  N.A.E.  met  in  sessions.  Reverend  Virgil 
Ingraham,  General  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Board  of  The  Brethren  Church  is 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  serving  as  Treasurer.  He  can  be  seen  second 
from  right  in  this  picture  taken  at  one  of  the  dinners.  Wade  Coiggins,  Executive 
Secretary  of  E.F.M.A.  and  Vergil  Gerger,  Executive  Director  of  Evangelical  Infor- 
mation Service  are  shown  at  the  speaker's  stand. 

The  70  imember  missions  of  Evangelical  Foreign  MJisskms  Association  now  send 
out  6,943  NoiTth  Americans  and  1,312  missionaries  from  other  countries.  The 
Brethren  Church  presently  accounts  for  12  North  Americans  and  3  from  other 
nations. 
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OUR  PRAYER  GARDEN 

Surrounded  by  Azaleas,  hibiscus,  viburnum. 
Plumbago,  Perriwinkle,  Jasmine  and  many,  many 
others  I  enjoy  frequent  moments  in  the  Prayer 
Garden  beihind  Brethren  House. 

It  has  been  a  delightful  community  experience 
to  begin  and  foillow  through  with  o^ur  Prayer 
Garden.  About  three  years  ago,  Jean  and  I  felt  it 
would  be  nice  to  be  able  to  enclose  the  area  behind 
Brethren  House  with  shrubs  and  flowers  and 
create  a  peaceful,  semii-quiet  oasis  in  the  middle 
of    our    noisey    neighborhood.    Since    that    time 


many  people  have  been  involved  in  makinig  that 
possible. 

Miss  Gretchen  French,  who  worships  with  us 
regularly,  has  lived  in  Florida  several  years  and 
gained  knowledge  of  the  plants  that  grow  best 
here  and  ifheir  needs.  She  began  by  bringing  sev- 
eral cuttings  from  her  own  yard  and  by  providing 
several  young  plants  to  increase  our  foilage.  Her 
help  has  been  valuable  in  making  decisions  about 
what  to  plant  where,  how  much  sun  or  shade,  how 
much  water,  when  etc.,  etc.  By  being  alert  she 
was  also  able  to  obtain  for  us  some  very  nice 
and  fairly  large  palm  trees  which  have  provided 
an  especially  nice  corner  which  has  been  rthe  cen- 
ter of  attention  for  some  of  our  worship  experi- 
ences. Some  mothers  of  the  neig'hborhood  have 
become  aware  of  our  interest  in  creating  this 
garden  and  have  contributed  numerous  plants 
from  their  yards. 

Several  times  'the  childiren  have  been  encour- 
aged to  explore  the  Prayer  Garden  and  find  the 
varieties  of  color,  shape  and  texture  that  God  has 
designed   into   our  world.    It  has  :inspired  draw- 
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ings,  paintings,  poems  and  creative  "real"  pictures 
using  the  live  items  in  an  arrangement  on  study 
cardboard. 

For  our  team  it  has  become  a  welco'me  area 
for  our  Sunday  night  prayer  time  together.  It  is 
especially  meaningful  to  turn  to  God  for  His 
guidance  when  you  are  feeling  the  sense  of  His 
presence  in  His  creation.  This  is  true  at  camp  and 
retreat  situations,  but  often  hard  to  find  "at 
home."  We  are  privileged  to  enjoy  this  "retreat" 
in  our  own  backyard. 

Personally,  it  has  become  a  real  special  place.  I 
have  a  porch  area  just  outside  the  door  that  Phil 
buUt  for  me  where  I  can  come  and  go  freely.  It 
serves  as  my  "sitting  room"  and  what  better  room 
accessories  could  you  ask  for  than  flowering  and 
growing  walls  and  wallpaper.  There  is  a  very 
soothing  effect  from  the  evening  breeze  and  an 
energizing  force  that  comes  from  the  morning 
meditations  (though  I  confess,  I  am  slow  to  start 
in  the  morning  and  often  miss  this  'time  of  day 
out  of  doors).  With  all  of  the  activity  and  all  of 
the  work  to  be  done,  those  moments  in  the  Prayer 
Garden  have  become  essential  to  my  day. 

One  other  point  of  interest  is  that  flowers  and 
shrubs  are  not  the  only  thing  growing  there.  My 


own  experience  is  that  I  am  in  the  midst  of  a 
growing  spurt  in  my  understanding  of  the  Lord's 
plan  for  my  life.  Communion  with  Him  in  this 
unique  place  has  provided  nouris«hment  for  me. 
One  other  life  has  shown  particular  growth  too; 
that  of  10-year  old  Amy,  my  gardener.  I  asked  her 
some  time  ago  if  she  would  like  to  help  me  keep 
my  garden  weeded  and  plant  new  things  from 
time  to  time,  etc.  It  turned  out  that  she  has  a 
real  skill  at  this  sort  of  thing  and  has  learned 
many  things  from  her  mother  in  their  vegetable 
garden.  Through  our  time  together  she  has  grown 
in  confidence  with  her  skill  and  become  far  more 
verbal  as  we  have  shared  with  one  another.  She 
is  a  somewhat  shy  little  girl  who  has  turned  out 
to  be  a  most  pleasant  gardening  companion. 

A  common  comment  of  people  who  visit  the 
Prayer  Garden  is  "You  must  do  a  lot  of  praying 
out  here,  everything  is  growing  nicely."  Thougli 
there  are  not  many  prayers  directed  at  the  plants, 
they  are  right — ^there  is  a  lot  of  praying  going 
on  out  there. 

I  find  it  especially  meaningful  to  remember  that 
Jesus   too  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  in  prayer 
away  froim  the  crowds  .  .  .  often  in  a  garden. 
— ^Bonnie 


CHEEP  ADYflCE 


LAFF-A-LinLE 


Success  isn't  measured  by  how  many  nights  you 
lay  awake,  but  how  many  days  you  stay  awake. 


Having  some  difficulty  learning  the  alphabet 
while  in  the  first  grade,  when  the  teacher  asked 
what  came  after  T,  the  whole  classed  screamed  in 
unison,   "V"! 


The  code  signal  for  distress  adopted  in  1912  is 
still  the  same  but  it  may  well  be  written  ^this  way 
today— $0$. 


Daffinitions: 

Wise  Husband:  One  Who  buys  his  wife  such 
fine  china  that  sihe  won't  'trust  him  to  wash  the 
dishes. 

Corinth  News  Bulletin 


The  road  to  success  would  probably  be  very 
crowded  if  many  people  didn't  get  lost  looking  for 
a  short-cut. 


Gossip  is  like  a  new  vacuum  cleaner,  it  really 
picks  up  the  dirt. 

Beware  when  some  people  slap  you  on  'the  back. 
They  may  be  trying  to  keep  you  froim  choking  on 
what  'they  are  telling  yO'U. 

Want  to  know  why  a  clock  watcher  never  suc- 
ceeds? A  clock  passes  its  time  by  keeping  its 
hands  busy. 


They  say  a  rabbit's  foot  is  lucky.  Somethings 
wrong.  The  rabbit  had  four  of  them  and  his  luck 
wasn't  so  good. 


You  may  wish  to  be  modest  and  not  let  the 
world  know  how  well  off  you  are  .  .  .  but  the  IRS 
knows. 


If  you  should  ever  get  lost  in  the  country  at 
night.  The  quickest  way  to  get  your  bearings  is 
to  look  for  a  glow  in  the  sky.  It  will  probably  be 
a  shopping  center. 
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ALONE? 

I  walked  today — alone? 

Down  the  grassy  lane,  past  the  old  bam,  on 
the  shady  side.  Where  the  green  moss  clung 
to  the  weatherbeaten  boards,  tiny  flowerettes 
of  velvet  green — alone? 

Into  the  valley  where  tryllium  creeps  and  white 
violets  whisper  their  fragrance  sweet  and  May- 
apple  leaves,  like  umbrellas,  Shelter  their  fruit — 
alone? 

To  the  rocks,  giant  strength  ageless — alone? 

Under  my  beloved  maples,  born  of  spinner  seeds, 
rustling  leaves  of  wayward  winds,  from  where 
we  know  not — alone? 

Homeward  then  to  meet  my  single  footprints 
in  the  trodden  blades,  one  set  of  footprints — 
alone? 

Nay,    there    were    two — did    not    my   heart    burn 

wiliiin! 

Evelyn  Pavelek 
Vandergiuft,  Pa. 


MOVING  TO  NEW  ADDRESS? 

Please  notify  us  at  least 
3  weeks  in  advance 


Name  of  Subscriber     (Please  print  or  type) 


No.   and   Street,  Apt.,   Suite,   P.O.   Box   or  R.D.   No. 


Post  0-ffice,  State,  and  Zip  Code 


Instead  of  putting  others  in  their  place,  put  your- 


self in  their  place. 


from  LeTourneau  NOW 


Date  of  Address  Change 


"If  you  know  ithe  Lord,  you'll  love  Him.  If  you 
love  Him,  you'll  serve  Him,  and  if  you  aren't  ser- 
ving Him,  it  proves  you  don't  love  Him.  If  you 
don't  love  Him  it  proves  you  don't  know  Him." 
Dr.  Richard  H.  LeTourneau 


We  all  have  probably  gone  through  the  awkward 
age  but  the  difficult  age  is  when  we  are  too  tired 
to  work  and  too  poor  to  quit. 


IN  THE 

MAIL 


Dear  Editor: 

I  want  to  take  exception  to  a  selection  which 
appeared  in  the  Evang-elist  in  the  April  19th  issue. 
This  was  a  "Prayer  For  Foreign  Missionaries" 
which  was  printed  on  page  5.  The  last  line  ex- 
pressed a  iphilosophy  Which  we  have  battled 
against  constantly  and  which  causes  repeated 
frustration.  The  Mne  says,  "Surely,  they  are  de- 
serving of  the  highest  heaven."  The  philosophy^  or 
theology,  is  that  of  salvation  by  works.  Regardless 
of  what  Ave  do,  we  do  not  deserve  heaven.  We  have 
so  .ni.any  'people  who  are  diligently  'trying  to  earn 
their  isalvation  that  this  statement  struck  my 
attention. 

Paul  BicJiey,  Pastor 


EASY  ON  THE  AMENS 
"Go  easy  on  the  amens,  brother; 
We  don't  do  that  in  this  church!" 
They  just  sit  there  with  long  faces, 
Like  an  owl  upon  its  perch. 
Now,  it  you're  in  a  sports  arena 
And  emotion's  running  high. 
You  may  yell  and  scream  your  head  off, 
Throw  your  hat  up  at  the  sky. 
That's  quite  aU  right,  for  you're  just  normal; 
You'U  be  called  an  ardent  fan. 
But,  if  you  get  a  bit  excited 
'Bout  what  Christ  'has  done  for  man 
They  will  say  you're  a  fanatic. 
Or  you're  a  religious  nut. 
Pay  no  heed  to  what  they  call  you; 
You're  not  in  a  hell^bound  rut. 
Here's  an  answer  that  should  stop  them, 
Or  at  least,  give  them  a  jolt: 
Say,  "OK,  perhaps  I  am  a  nut. 
But  I'm  screwed  on  the  right  bolt." 

Norman  MoPherson 
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Ashland  TheologicdL  Sentioary 

910  Center 

Aehlflffd^  Ohio    ^805 


World  Relief  Features  At  General  Conference 

DON'T  IVnSS  'EM 


(1)  MOVIE  ON  MONDAY  NIGHT:    "HONDURAS  ...  Aftermath  of  Huirricane  Fifi" 

This  16mm,  full  color,  27-minute  film  is  a  presentation  about  the  j>eople  of 
Honduras  and  their  fight  for  survival.  Memorial  Chapel  at  7:30  p.m.  on  Monday 
night.  Especially  for  those  not  attending  Board  Meetings  or  the  ICL  Seminar. 

(2)  SEWING  WORKSHOP  ROOM: 

The  basement  of  the  Ashland  College  Library  will  again  serve  as  a  Sewing 
Room— for  DISPLAYS  and  a  WORKSHOP  ROOM.  Come  anytime  on  Tuesday 
through  Friday  afternoons,  either  to  look  around  or  get  to  work! 

(3)  NEW  BROCHURES: 

Each  Conference  packet  wUl  contain  some  recently  released  brochures  about 
different  aspects  of  World  Relief  Commission  work. 

(4)  SOUP  SUPPER  FOR  WORLD  RELIEF: 

Friday  noon  in  the  College  cafeteria.  Pay  $1.50  for  about  85^  of  food  and 
service  (the  rest  goes  to  World  Relief).  It's  a  practical  way  to  practice  "Eating 
Less  to  Feed  More." 


BRETHREN. 


<^-^ 


I      M  '      N  I — 

v_^  i 1 1  L^  I 


A  LIMITED  SUPPLY  WILL  STILL  BE  AVAILABLE 
AT  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 
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NOTES  and  COMMENTS 


Notice  has  been  received  from  Scripture  Press 
Publications  to  the  effect  that  beginning  Septerriiber 
1,  1975  a  policy  of  a  $15.00  minimum  order  will 
be  adopted  on  all  products.  This  will  include  Sun- 
day School  curriculum.  All  orders  less  than  $15.00 
will  have  a  minimum  order  service  aharge  of 
$3.00  applied. 

The  Brethren  Publishing  Company  wiU  be  hav- 
ing aU  orders  less  than  the  rnjinimum  amount 
shipped  to  them  from  Scripture  Press  to  be  packed 


separately  or  included  m  any  other  order  of  Sun- 
day School  material  enabling  those  Churches 
ordering  less  than  $15.00  from  Scripture  Press  to 
avoid  having  to  pay  this  penalty. 

Orders  should  be  carefully  checked  so  that 
additional  material  should  not  have  to  be  added 
later.  This  would  automotically  become  a  penalty 
situation. 

All  other  orders  to  Scmipture  Press  of  $15.00  or 
more  will  be  drop-shipped  as  usual.  ■ 


News  was  received  recenitly  of  the  sudden  pass- 
ing of  Robert  S.  Dronslield  of  R.R.  Plymouth, 
Indiana,  June  13,  1975.  He  was  a  former  manager 
of  the  Brethren  Bookstore,  an  affiliate  stoire  of 
The  Brethren  Publishing  Company  and  which  is 
now  being  operated  as  The  Bible  Bookstore  by 
Mrs.  Genevieve  Try,gg  unider  her  ownership.  Mr. 
Dronsfield  is  survived  by  two  sons;  two  brothers 
and  one  sister. 
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GREAT  DAY 


"This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made; 
we  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it."  Psalm  118:24. 
This  is  a  favorite  verse  of  scripture  of  a  'man  who 
is  almost  blind — how  much  more  sihoiuld  it  mean 
■to  us  who  can  see?  Also,  it  is  a  beautiful  helpful 
thought  to  have  in  your  mind  as  you  begin  each 
day. 

The  Crucifixion  tears  at  our  hearts  and  makes 
us  very  sad  when  we  see  how  Jesus  was  treated 
at  that  time.  How  different  it  will  be  when  He 
comes  as  King  in  all  His  Glory,  and  Power,  and 
Majesty. 

Seven  years  before  He  oomes  as  King,  He  comes 
for  His  Bride,  the  Church,  who  will  come  with 
Him  and  reign  with  Him  througth  the  Milleniuim. 
Many  say,  "People  have  been  looking  for  Him 
for  years,  but  He  has  not  co'me  yet."  That  is  very 
true;  however,  we  forget  our  time  is  not  like 
God's  time.  We  know  He  will  come,  when  the  time 
is  right,  because  His  Word  tells  us  so;  it  does  not 
tell  us  when. 

After  all,  does  it  matter  WHEN  HE  comes — as 
much  as  WILL  WE  BE  READY  WHEN  HE  DOES 
COME? 


Keeping  in  mind  His  coming  and  the  many  who 
are  unsaved,  should  be  further  incentive  to  work 
harder  as  witnesses.  It  makes  one  shudder  to  -think 
of  the  millions  who  are  lost.  It  isn't  God's  Will 
that  any  are  lost. 

We  see  Satan  working  overtime;  he  realizes  his 
time  is  short.  Drugs,  abortions,  murders,  broken 
families;  yes.  Women's  Lib,  are  some  of  the  tools 
he  is  using.  (Satan  is  still  very  subtle.)  The  Bible 
tells  us  conditions  will  be  the  same  on  earth  as 
before  the  flood,  when  Jesus  comes  to  reign. 

How  did  the  world  get  in  such  a  mess?  There 
are  two  masters,  God  and  Satan.  Everyone  is 
following  one  or  the  other.  The  evidence  is  plain 
that  too  many  are  foUowing  Satan. 

God  has  the  plan  of  salvation  all  worked  out. 
REPENTANCE  of  sins,  BELIEVING  on  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  taking  Him  as  Savloiir  and  Lord  of 
your  life,  and  being  BAPTIZED  of  water  and  the 
Spirit. 

Many  are  looking  forward  to  the  GREAT  DAY 
when  He  comes  for  His  Church,  His  Bride;  that 
experience  is  beyond  words.  Wouldn't  you  like  to 
be  caught  up  with  Hun  and  live  with  Him  through- 
out eternity? 


THE  SHADOW  OF  THE  CROSS 


It  was  only  a  shadow  of  the  loross. 
Only  a  shadow  on  the  wail; 

But  I  knew  tonight  as  in  times  past 
That  upon  me  You  did  call. 

In  the  quiet  hours  of  the  nigtht  Lord 
As  I  isat  in  a  comer  chair — 

As  I  looked  at  the  cross  upon  the  w'all 
I  oould  see  You  suffering  there. 

It  was  lonly  a  sh'adow  on  ithe  wall  Lord 
But  You  [really  'died  for  me 

This  ishadow  on  the  wall  Lord 
You've  ishown  me  lovingly. 

It  could  have  ibeen  something  else 
;       You  didn't  need  to  do  it, 

Just  as  You  suffered  on  -the  cross 
When  I  saw  fthis — ^I  really  knew  it. 


There  was  no  one  on  this  cross  Lord 
As  I  turned  my  head  to  see 

But  I  knew  Lord  You  made  this  oross 
This  night  ©specially  for  me. 

There  was  no  one  on  ithis  cross  Lord 
For  You've  gone  fo  prepare  a  -place 

In  Heaven  for  all  Your  loved  ones 
Where  we'll  see  You  face  to  face. 

You  -died  on  the  cross  for  me  Lord 
And  yo-u  are  with  me  still; 

I  pray  that  others  may  see  a  oross 
And  want  to  do  Your  will. 

I  thank  You  Lord  for  all  Yo-ur  care 

And  for  the  cross  on  -the  wall 
I  thank  Yo-u  Lord  in  the  quiet  night 
That  upon  me  Yo-u  did  call. 


— Ruth  DeLozier 
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"The  Living  Church— Its  Formation" 

Acts  2:S7-il 


Rev.  Brian  Moore  is  the  pastor  of  the 
Ardmore  Brethren  Church  at  South  Bend, 
Indiana.  He  is  the  Assistant  Secretary- 
Treasure)'  of  the  Indiana  District  Conference 
of  Brethren  Churches.  He  also  is  serving  as 
a  member  of  the  Ministenal  and  Congrega- 
tional Relations  Board  of  that  District. 

■'THE  LIVING  CHURCH"  will  be  pre- 
sented in  a  series  consisting  of  three  seg- 
ments. Part  I  pertaining  to  'Its  Formation' 
Part  II  — 'Its  Fotindation'  and  Part  III — 
'Its  Fruition'. 


In  the  Olosing  paragraphs  of  the  second  chapter 
of  Acts  we  encounter  the  heartbeat  of  the  early 
church  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  sense,  when  we  read 
that  passage,  that  we  are  here  confronting  the 
church  as  it  was  meant  to  be.  Sincere  Christians 
in  every  age  of  church  history  have  looked  at  this 
picture  and  have  wrestled  with  its  meaning,  deeply 
desirous  that  it  should  be  repeated  in  their  experi- 
ences with  the  church. 

While  it  is  obvious  that  times  and  conditions 
have  drastically  changed  since  that  day,  it  is  still 
the  hope  and  prayer  of  God's  sincere  people  that 
the  elements  and  principles  of  that  early  Christian 
fellowship  would  be  repeated  in  their  lives  and 
church.  In  that  day  we  had  the  Church  in  all  its 
simplicity,  free  from  plaguing  problems,  happy  In 
the  Lord  and  growing  by  leaps  and  bounds.  We 
well  know  that  it  wouldn't  be  long  before  serious 
problems  afflicted  that  happy  throng;  but  we 
like  to  think  that  the  real  essence  of  that  experi- 
ence can  occur  again,  in  our  midst.  If  this  means 
that  we  must  be  out  of  our  minds  to  expect  such 
a  thing  to  happen,  I  guess  we  will  have  to  be  out 
of  our  minds!  If  it  means  that  we  must  be  dream- 
ing, then  we  wiU  dream  on,  for  out  of  great  dreams 
have  come  great  realities. 

I  would  have  to  confess,  or  affirm,  whicthever, 
that  this  is  the  greatest  single  burden  on  my  heart 
for  the  church — that  our  church  wUl  be  like  that 
church!  We  are  concerned  about  many  things  at 
one  time,  but  this  takes  preeminence  over  all  the 
rest.  I  am  not  laboring  under  any  delusions  about 
the  complexity  of  modem  times  which  would 
militate  against  such  an  event,  nor  am  I  over- 
looking problems  and  weaknesses  which  would 
deter  such  from  happening  again.  I  am  aware 
that  there  are  many  strikes  against  the  church 
in  1975,  but  I  am  also  aware  that  the  power  of 
God  is  greater  than  any  problems  of  man!  I  suffer 
from  no  delusions  about  the  effectual  working  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  If  I  didn't  believe  that  there  was 
something  more  to  be  realized  in  our  life  together 
as  a  body  of  Christians,  I  would  quit  immediately! 
If  there  were  no  further  challenge,  I  would  grow 
sick  from  boredom!  One  time  as  a  pastor  was 
moving  into  a  new  congregation  to  work,  he  was 
asked  just  what  he  expected  to  accomplish  in  that 


by  Brian  Moore 


church.  His  reply  was,  "Nothing!  Absolutely 
nothing!  I  have  learned  after  25  years  in  the  min- 
istry not  to  expect  anything;  then  you  won't  be 
disappointed."  I've  been  saying  to  myself  ever 
since  I  heard  of  that,  "God,  deliver  me  from  that 
outlook!"  We  need  to  keep  that  desire  alive,  and 
to  do  that  we  look  into  the  pages  of  God's  Word 
and  there  we  find  our  inspiration  and  our 
challenge. 

Let  this  church  be  our  model,  not  the  church 
down  the  road  or  up  the  street  or  in  Southern 
California  or  Florida.  Let  this  church  he  our  model, 
not  the  big  downtown  church  or  "the  little  brown 
church  in  the  vale"  somewhere,  not  the  Baptist 
or  the  Methodist  or  other  Brethren,  but  the  New 
Testament.  Let  us  observe  some  truths  about  this 
model  church  which  made  it  a  living  church,  and 
let  us  aspire  to  emulate  them  in  our  midst. 

How  did  this  church  get  started?  It  began  by 
a  message  of  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus 
Christ  preached  in  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 


It  began  with  120  faithful  foUowers  of  Jesus 
Christ,  quietly  awaiting  the  breath  of  God  in  an 
upper  room,  in  one  accord  and  in  prayer.  'When 
the  Spirit  descended  upon  them,  the  flame  was 
kindled  and  they  began  to  declare  the  wonderful 
works  of  God.  Confusion  ensued  in  the  congrega- 
tion. Peter  was  appointed  and  anointed  to  explain 
w!hat  all  this  strange  phenomena  meant — and  he 
preached  Jesus  Christ  crucified,  buried  and  risen. 
Out  of  that  mighty  moving  of  God  three  things 
happened  in  logical  order — conviction,  conversion, 
and  confession.  These  are  at  the  heart  oif  the  for- 
mation of  the  living  church. 

A.  Conviction  (v.  37)  Verse  37  says,  "they  were 
pierced  to  the  heart."  The  message  brought  con- 
viction in  the  heart.  It  brought  a  great  burden 
for  one's  own  sins  and  his  rebellion  against  God. 
Charles  Spurgeon  spoke  of  his  own  time  of  con- 
viction, when  the  sense  of  his  sinfulness  was  so 
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great  that  he  could  not  sleep  and  he  lived  a  con- 
tinually restless  life  until  he  made  peace  with 
God.  The  formation  of  the  church,  its  origin,  the 
formation  of  its  membership  ought  to  come  out 
Of  conviction  of  son.  We  are  here  in  this  fellow- 
ship because  there  was  a  time  When  our  own  sin 
weighed  heavily  upon  us,  and  we  brought  it  to 
Christ.  Have  you  ever  been  "pierced  to  the  heart?" 

B.  Conversion  (v.  38)  In  response  to  their  ques- 
tion, "What  shall  we  do?",  Peter  spoke  to  them 
of  conversion.  There  is  a  lot  of  confusion  and 
fogfgy  thinking  regarding  conversion  in  the  dhurdi 
today,  but  from,  verse  38  three  elements  stand  out 
as  aspects  of  conversion.  There  is  repentance  or 
turning  away  from  your  sin  to  God.  This  is  not 
feeling  sorry  for  yourself  or  sorry  about  the  con- 
sequences of  your  sin;  it  is  a  definite  turning 
from  your  self-styled  way  of  life  to  make  a  co'm- 
mitment  to  the  will  of  God.  Then  there  is  re- 
mission "for  the  forgiveness  of  your  sins."  When 
there  is  repentance,  there  is  remission  of  sins. 
God  forgives  you  of  your  rebellion  and  sinful 
past.  God  cancels  the  long  list  of  grievances  and 
gives  a  new  start.  Finally  there  is  regeneration. 
God's  word  says,  "you  shall  receive  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Spirit."  A  mysterious  thing  then  hap- 
pens. God  cotmes  into  your  life  and  creates  in  you 
a  new  inner  being,  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
The  Holy  Spirit  takes  up  residence  in  your  life. 
The  Holy  Spirit  was  the  gift  which  Christ  would 
bestow  upon  them.  All  this  is  summed  up  in  the 
word,  conversion. 

C.  Confession  After  you  have  been  convicted 
in  your  heart,  and  have  been  converted,  then  you 
conifess  Jesus  Christ  through  baptism.  In  all  due 
respects  to  other  denominational  practices,  I  do 
not  find  one  trace  of  evidence  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment for  the  baptism  of  infants.  We  believe  that 
baptisim  is  a  confession  of  Jesus  Christ  by  the 
person  who  has  been  convicted  and  converted. 
We  'believe  in  believer's  baptism.  We  are  a  be- 
lievers' church.  Our  membership  is  made  up  of 
those  people  who  have  made  the  decision  to  follow 
Jesus  Christ  for  themselves  and  have  made  a  per- 
sonal response  to  Him.  Infants  can't  do  that,  and 
we  question  the  right  or  abiUty  of  their  parents 
to  do  it  for  them.  And  w^e  find  that  those  who 
received  the  word  were  baptized  and  there  were 
added  that  day  about  3000  people. 

We  have  been  talking  a;bout  the  formation  of  the 
church,  and  we  have  said  that  it  is  formed  in 
three  successive  stages.  The  chronology  of  these 
steps  is  in  no  way  to  he  Violated!  The  confession 
must  never  precede  the  conviction  or  the  conver- 
sion! We  have  been  warned  that  when  people 
confess  Christ  through  baptism  without  first  being 
convicted  of  sin  and  converted  in  their  lives,  we 
as  a  church  are  in  for  great  problems.  To  baptize 
unregenerate  persons.  Who  know  neither  the  sense 
of  sin  nor  the  forgiveness  of  their  sin,  is  to  create 
for  them  a  false  sense  of  security  and  create  for 
the  church  serious  proiblems.  They  can  point  to 
their  baptism  certificate  or  their  church  member- 
ship and  'gain  false  assurance  about  their  standing 
before  God!  We  have  ibeen  told,  and  I  believe  it, 
that  it  is  utterly  difficult  to  reach  a  church  mem- 
iber  if  or  Jesus  Christ!  Once  a  person  has  been 
through  all  the  forms  and  regulations  for  church 
membership,  it  is  usually  too  imuch  for  his  pride 


to  admit  that  he  did  all  that  without  a  sincere 
repentance  and  conversion!  It  is  awfully  difficult 
for  him  to  do  it  again! 

The  formation  stages  of  the  church  which  is 
alive  to  God  brings  us  to  another  observation ;  that 
it  is  not  good  to  pressure  anyone  into  "getting 
baptized"  or  "joining  the  church."  When  we  push 
someone,  or  pester  them  continually,  they  may  go 
through  the  forms  to  get  you  off  their  back!  We 
then  have  them  in  a  position  like  anyone  else  who 
joined  the  church  for  some  reason  besides  convic- 
tion and  conversion.  Where  do  they  go  from  here? 
You  do  not  do  them  a  favor  and  you  do  not  do 
the  church  a  favor  either.  I  have  personally  heard 
of  only  one  occasion  where  a  person  requested  to 
be  baptized  again  because  he  knew  that  he  came 
forward  the  first  time  only  because  some  of  his 
friends  or  family  were  doing  it.  Someone  asked 
me  if  it  would  be  right  to  baptize  that  person 
again;  and  I  felt  that  it  was,  because  confession 
(baptism)  should  follow  conviction  and  conver- 
sion, not  precede  it! 

Have  you  come  to  the  church  in  these  three 
successive  stages,  or  have  you  co^me  some  other 
way?  Have  you  come  to  Christ  out  of  conviction, 
out  of  a  clear  sense  of  your  need  of  Him;  or  do 
you  find  yourself  associating  with  His  kingdom  for 
some  lesser  reason?  Is  yo-ur  co^nfession  of  Christ 
growing  out  of  your  sense  of  conviction  and  then 
of  your  conversion? 

There  is  one  final  observation  to  be  made  on  the 
basis  of  this  principle.  It  is  an  observation  which 
applies  to  the  church  body  rather  than  to  the 
individual  Christian,  but  it  grows  out  of  the  individ- 
ual. The  living  church  of  Jesus  Christ  exists  be- 
cause it  is  composed  of  individuals  who  have  come 
to  Christ  because  of  conviction  and  conversion. 
When  individuals  who  have  had  this  experience 
come  together,  there  is  a  church  that  knows  what 
it  is  all  about!  The  living  church  is  formed  out 
of  a  response  to  Jesus  Christ  based  upon  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  Gospel.  There  is  no  other  basis 
to  be  together  as  a  body  of  ibeUevers!  There  is  no 
room  for  a  "spite  church",  but  we  have  plenty  of 
them.  We  are  not  to  be  here  because  we  couldn't 
exist  side  by  side  with  Christians  in  another  con- 
gregation somewhere,  nor  did  our  organization 
rest  upon  that  foundation.  We  are  not  to  toe  here 
because  we  are  trying  to  get  away  from  the  poor 
neighborhood,  or  the  blacks.  We  are  not  to  be  a 
church  made  of  discontented  people  from  other 
congregations.  We  are  not  to  be  here  for  any 
negative  reason,  none  w^iatsoever!!  HE  ove  are, 
we  are  unUke  this  living  New  Testament  church. 
The  living  churcih  is  not  running  aiway  from  any- 
thing. Its  sole  basis  of  existence  is  that  Jesus 
Christ  has  called  its  memjbers  to  a  hving,  vital 
relationship  with  Him!  We  are  here  together 
because  we  have  found  ibread  in  Jesus  Christ — 
repentance,  remission,  and  regeneration. 

Now,  will  you  hold  yoiir  life  and  experience  up 
against  this  mirror  from  the  Word  of  God?  What 
do  you  see?  Is  your  motive  for  toeing  in  this  toody 
a  pure  one?  Are  you  sure  about  your  own  con- 
version to  Jesus  Christ? 

The  hving  church  is  formed  when  people  hear 
the  Gospel,  are  convicted  *by  its  message,  and 
converted  through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  confess  Jesus  Christ  through  baptism. 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


ORDiNATION   SERVICE 

ROBERT  JOHN  YOUNG 


Ordination  Service  for  Robert  John  Young  was 
iield  at  Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church,  Vander- 
grifit,  Pennsylvania,  May  11,  1975  at  7:00  p.m. 

Roibert  J.  Young,  son  of  Mrs.  John  T.  Young, 
and  the  late  Rev.  John  T.  Yoiung,  Vandergrift, 
Pennsylvania,  was  born  January  3,  1950  'in  Taren- 
tum,  Pennsylvania. 

He  graduated  fro^m  Kiiski  Area  Seraioir  Oigih 
Sdhool  in  1967  and  attended  Aslhlaaid  College. 
Robert  received  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in 
Psychology  from  Ashland  CoUege  in  June  of  1971, 
and  received  a  Master  of  Divinity  idegree  from 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary  in  June  of  1975. 

Robert  gave  his  life  to  Christ  during  Junior 
High  School.  He  joined  the  Pleasant  View  Breth- 
ren Church  in  February  1986,  and  ooanmitted  his 
life  to  full-time  Christian  ministry  itihat  same  year. 

Robert  has  served  as  a  'Chaplain  and  nature 
director  for  ithe  Boy  Scouts  at  Camp  Avery  Hand 
near  Mansfield,  Ohio  during  the  summers  of  1969 
and  1970.  During  college  he  was  active  in  Alpha 
Ttheta  and  Caimpus  'Crusade  for  Christ.  In  sem- 
inary he  has  done  substitute  preaching  lat  various 
churdhes.  He  has  also  served  as  a  youth  director 
at  Park  St.  Brethren  Church  in  Asihland  and  at 
Trinity  United  Methoidist  Church  in  Mansfield. 

On  June  12,  1971,  Ro'bert  married  Janet  Bird, 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Paul  L.  Bird,  Sr.,  and  the  'late 
Mr.  Paul  L.  Bird,  Sr.,  of  Berlin,  Pennsylvania. 
Janet  received  a  Bacihelor  of  Arts  degree  in  Speech 
Pathology  and  Audiology  from  Asihland  Coiliege 
in  1971,  and  had  a  graduate  assiistans'hip  at  Kent 
State  University  in  1971-1972.  She  'has  been  a 
speech  therapist  for  Richland  County  from  1972- 
1975. 


Robert  wishes  to  thank  his  wife  Janet,  his  par- 
ents, relatives,  and  friends  for  their  faithful  sup- 
port and  encouragement.  Eacih  of  their  lives  and 
prayers  for  him  have  helped  to  bring  Robert  to 
this  special  day  of  celebration  of  God's  gracious 
calling. 

Officiating  pastors  were:  Elder  Henry  Bates, 
Elder  Arden  'Gilmer,  Eider  Joseiph  Hanna,  Elder 
Clarence  Hesketh,  Elder  Thomas  Kidder,  and 
Eider  Carl  Phillips. 


a   book   review 


PEBSECUTION  TODAY 

We  all  know  in  ithe  back  of  our  'minds  that  Chris- 
tians in  many  parts  of  the  world  today  are  toeinig 
persecuted  for  their  faith.  However,  they  seem 
so  far  away  in  time  and  space  and  our  own  situa- 
tion is  so  cornfortable  that  it  tO'O  often  seems 
difficult  to  think  of  them  in  terms  oither  than 
iiistory  or  fictiiOn. 

The  Fleming  H.  Reve'll  Company  has  published 
a  new  book  Mission  Possible  written  by  Hans 
Kristian  with  Dave  Hunt.  Relating  to  a  mission 
started  by  Hans  Kristian  in  De'nmark  and  about 
his  experiences  behind  the  iron  curtain,  the  'book 
brings  to  life  the  problems  of  many  of  our  hro'th- 
ers  living  in  these  difficult  ooiuntries. 

If  you  feel  that  maybe  you  aren't  concerned 
enough  for  these  suffering  members  of  the 
church,  this  book  co'Uld  help.  If  you  are  concerned 
with  the  way  we  take  our  litjerties  for  granted. 


this  book  will  give  insights.  If  you  have  a  feeling 
that  the  Church  in  the  west  has  been  weakened  by 
the  so'ciety  in  which  we  Uve,  this  book  may  give 
you  food  for  thought.  Easy  reading  but  inspiring, 
be  prepared  to  have  your  heart  lopened. 

The  Bookworm 
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WOMEN'S  LAB 


A   HOME   FOR   ELIZABETH 


BY  LINDA  BEEKLEY 


(In  the  great  laboratory  of  Life,  the  fol- 
lowing experiment  uses  LOVE  as  the  great 
catalyst. — il) 

Elizabeth  is  a  bi-racial  fifteen  year  old  from 
inner-city  Chicago  who  was  placed  at  the  Gruter 
Foundation  in  Ohio  for  residential  care.  At  Gruter 
she  met  her  teacher,  Linda  Beekley.  Linda  and 
her  ihusband,  Charlie,  knowing  that  Liz  had  a  real 
need  for  a  home  and  family,  prayerfully  decided 
to  make  her  a  part  of  their  family.  Here  are  some 
of  Liz's  letters  to  Linda. 

Dear  Mrs.  Beekley: 
I  love  you  so  much,  I  can  hardly  tell  you. 

Dear  Mrs.  Beekley: 

I  love  you  very  much,  maytbe  you  do  not 

think  I  do,  but  I  do.  You  are  the  best  friend 

I  got.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  act  Mke  my 

mother.     I     wish     you    was    my    mother. 
Love,  Liz 

Dear  Mrs.  Beekley: 

I  guess  I  have  bad  habits.  I  guess  you  are 

going  to  help  me  break  them.  ...  I  might 

get  mad,  but  I  know  you  are  trying  to  help 

me.  .  .  ." 

Dear  Mrs.  Beekley: 

...  I  do  not  want  you  to  stop.  I  believe 

that  I  can  be  the  lady  you  want  me  to  be 

and  the  lady  I  want  myself  to  be.  I  wish  I 

could  show  you.  Love,  Liz 
Message  after  message  came  across  my  teacher's 
desk  like  this.  In  each  was  a  plea  for  so'meone  to 
help,  care,  teach,  discipline,  and  love.  There  were 
so  many  tender  needs  of  this  younster  going  un- 
met, because  someone  didn't  fill  them.  Her  house- 
parents  had  too  many  charges;  her  teachers,  like 
me,  could  not  show  partiality;  her  social  workers 
were  too  far  removed  to  see  her  needs;  and  fam- 
lilies  were  hesitant  to  take  the  responsibility. 
Elizabeth  had  reached  the  deciding  point  in  her 
life. 

If  she  was  to  have  the  chance  that  would  allow 
her  to  'build  a  good  future,  it  had  to  be  then.  But 
no  one  came  to  help.  Living  lin  an  insititutional 
setting  for  several  more  years,  in  addition  to  the 
years  of  foster  homes,  poor  JfamOy  setting  and 
previous  institutions,  would  cripple  any  potential. 
As  her  teacher,  I  hated  leaving  Liz  night  after 
night,  knowing  that  she  was  groping  for  someone, 
anyone,  to  puU  together  the  uncertainties  and  to 
introduce  guidelines  and  some  security.  But  what 
could  I  do?  I  prayed  first,  asking  God  to  provide 
Liz  with  the  home  she  needed,  where  there  would 
be  love  and  discipline,  where  she  could  go  to  putoUc 
schools  and  receive  job  training,  have  opportunities 
to  learn  to  accept  social  respoinsibilities  and  put 
God  to  work  on  her  life.  But — with  Liz  being  only 
fifteen,  a  ward  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  placed  at 
Gruter  iFoundation  (an  institution  for  mentally 
retarded  children) ,  her  family  in  Illinois  incapable 


of  satisfying  the  needs  that  would  improve  her 
future,  the  answer  to  the  prayers  seemed  some- 
how impossible. 

But  the  Lord  is  not  to  be  underestimated!  He 
kept  bringing  to  mind  the  possibility  that  we 
could  provide  the  necessary  setting  for  Liz  to 
grow  in.  My  husband,  Charlie,  and  I  talked  and 
prayed,  prayed  and  talked,  and  finally  came  up 
with  this  decision:  Because  of  the  close  relation- 
ship between  Liz  and  rne,  her  potential,  Charlie's 
great  capacity  for  understanding  love,  our  reliance 
on  God  to  make  all  things  work  for  good,  we 
should  proceed  to  bring  her  into  our  family.  And, 
not  to  offend  anyone,  getting  Liz  was  as  great  a 
miracle  as  birth  itself. 

No  one  can  believe  the  amount  of  red  tape  in- 
volved with  the  State  of  Illinois  Welfare  Depart- 
ment. It  took  about  six  months  to  complete  the 
preliminary  work;  and  Liz  was  considered  an 
emergency  case,  which  cut  some  of  the  normal 
procedure  considerably.  The  State  of  Ohio  did  not 
like  the  red  tape  being  cut  in  Illinois;  so  they 
caused  some  difficulty. 

In  addition,  my  employer  felt  I  was  financially 
undermining  the  institution  by  taking  a  paying 
resident  away;  so  they  fired  me.  Family  and 
friends  were  concerned  aJbout  the  great  respon- 
sibility we  were  taking.  There  were  so  many  things 
that  could  have  prevented  Liz's  arrival  that  we 
spent  many  moments  of  concern.  Tlhe  institution 
also  let  her  know  that  she  was  leaving,  but  would 
not  allow  her  to  know  where  she  was  going;  hence 
she  could  hardly  function,  because  of  the  worry 
and  concern.  This  was  also  a  special  burden  to 
me,  because  I  knew  the  answers  and  could  not 
share  them  with  her. 

We  have  just  reached  our  first  anniversary  as  a 
family  now  and  things  are  going  well.  Some  people 
will  say  we  are  the  exception,  that  we  must  have 
patience  and  understanding  overflO'Wing,  but  it's 
not  a  case  of  being  exceptional.  We  make  the 
same  mistakes  and  do  the  same  things  right  that 
all  parents  do.  Like  all  families  we  have  our  ups 
and  downs.  We  sometimes  yeU,  get  angry,  use 
bad  ^psychology,  say  exactly  the  wrong  things  and 
become  impatient.  However,  we  so-metimes  say 
the  right  things,  use  good  psychology,  comfort, 
and  an  abundance  of  patience  that  amazes  even 
us.  We  see  such  good  progress  lin  Liz  that  we  are 
sure  iGod  is  helping  to  smooth  over  the  mistakes 
we  make. 

We  pray  a  lot  to  overcome  the  racial  problems 
our  mixed  family  creates,  also  for  the  new  social 
adjustments  Liz  must  learn,  feeUng  the  loneliness 
of  being  an  only  chUd,  and  our  own  ability  to 
direct  Liz's  life  to  its  fullest  extent.  We  cannot 
say  what  the  outcome  will  be,  but  we  hope  our 
deep  love  and  commitment  will  override  all  the 
wrong  things  we've  done  and  the  problems  we 
face. 

We  are  aU  receiving  such  blessings  every  day. 
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Signal  Lights  by  alberta  holsinger 

SIGNAL  LIGHTS  PROGRAM  FOR  SEPTEMBER 

BIBLE  THEME:     Serving  God 
PROJECT:     Medical  Oufreach  in  India 


BIBLE  STORY:     A  Young  Boy  Serves  God 

Call  to  Wo^rship:     .Come  to  learn; 
Co'me  to  pray. 
Go  to  serve 
Him.  everyday! 

Hannah  was  sad.  She  and  her  husiband  Elkanah 
had  no  children.  How  she  wanted  a  baby  to  rock 
and  to  cuddle! 

One  morning  very  early  Hannah  went  to  church. 
She  knelt  before  the  ailtar. 

"Dear  Ood,"  :she  prayed.  "You  kniow  how  -much 
I  want  a  baby.  Please  send  us  one.  If  you  do,  I 
will  teach  him  o-f  You  and  he  will  serve  You." 

Hannaih  prayed  for  a  long  time.  When  she  arose 
from  her  knees  she  knew  God  heard  her  prayer. 

By  and  by  God  did  send  Hannah  and  Elkanah 
a  ibaby  Iboy.  They  named  him  Samuel.  Hannah 
thought  he  was  the  dearest  'ba:by  in  aiU  'the  world. 
She  loved  him  greatly. 

"You  are  God's  giift,"  siie  said.  "You  are  His 
answer  to  my  prayer."  And  she  cuddled  Samuel 
closely  as  she  rocked  him  to  sleep. 

Hannah  remembered  her  prornise.  While  Samuel 
was  still  a  ibalby  she  began  telling  him  of  God. 
When  he  was  old  enough  to  go  to  the  temipfle 
sc'hool,  sihe  took  him  to  Shiloh. 

This  is  my  son  Samuel,"  Hannah  told  E-U  the 
priest.  "I  want  him  to  learn  to  serve  God." 

Eli  smiled  at  the  young  iboy  .and  took  him  iby 
the  hand.  "I  will  take  care  of  him,  Hannah,  and 
teach  him  more  of  God." 

Samuel  found  many  ways  to  serve  God.  Every 
morning  he  opened  the  wide  temple  doors  to  let 
in  the  sunshine  and  fresh  air.  He  po'Mshed  the 
lamps  and  filled  them  with  oil.  He  was  kind  and 
friendly  and  the  people  loved  him. 

Eli  loved  him,  too.  He  taughit  him  many  thlings. 

Every  year  Hannaih  and  Elkanah  c£ime  to  see 
him.  Hannah  always  brought  him  a  new  coat  she 
had  made. 

Each  time  when  she  saw  how  Samuel  had  grown 
and  how  "well  he  was  serving  God  she  bowed  her 
head  and  prayed,  "Thank  You,  God,  for  Samuel." 

God,  too,  was  pleased  with  the  way  Samuel 
served  Him.  He  is  always  pleased  when  we  do  our 
best  for  Him.  What  are  some  of  the  ways  you 
can  serve  God? 

— ^Based  on  portions  of  I  Samuel  1,  2,  3 


MISSION  TIME:     Our  New  Project 

"God  loves  you,"  Rev.  Prasamtha  Kumar  tells 
the  people  in  Rajahmundry,  India. 

"Jesus  wants  to  be  your  Savior,"  his  Wife 
Nirmala  teUs  the  woimen. 

Many  of  the  people  didn't  listen.  They  were 
sick  and  no  one  seemed  to  care. 

"We  must  show  these  people  that  we  love  them 
and  are  concerned  about  them,"  Rev.  Kumar 
decided.  "We  will  open  a  medical  center.  We  will 
have  a  doctor  examine  those  who  come.  When 
we  give  theni  the  medicine  the  doctor  prescribes 
we  will  tell  them  about  Jesus  and  we  WUl  give 
them  a  tract  to  read  at  home  aboiut  God's  love." 

And  so  it  was  in  September,  1972  the  Brethren 
Mission  Hospital  hegan.  It  is  the  loniy  one  in  the 
large  city  of  Rajahmundry  to  give  free  medical 
care  to  the  many  poor  people  of  the  co^mmuniity. 
Between  160  and  180  patients  visit  the  haspital 
everyday. 

Each  one  is  given  a  Gospel  tract  to  read  whOe 
he  is  waiting  his  turn  to  see  the  doctor.  After  the 
doctor's  examination  a  Bible  student  will  g*ive 
the  patient  the  medicine  the  doctor  ordered  and 
tell  him  how  to  use  it.  Then  he  will  tell  him  more 
about  Jesus. 

The  patient  will  listen  to  the  Bible  student  now 
because  the  Christians  are  trying  to  help  Mm. 
He  is  anxious  to  learn  more  of  the  God  who  wants 
his  followers  to  help  others. 

This  year  we  Signal  Lights  are  going  to  help 
show  God's  love  to  the  people  of  India.  Our  project 
offering  will  help  to  buy  the  supplies  needed  by 
the  many  sick  people  dn  our  mission  areas.  As 
their  sickness  is  treated  they  will  leam  about ; 
Jesus   the  Savior. 
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Part  II.      96:17,  September  7,  p.  21. 

Part  III.     96:19,  October  5,  p.  18. 

Part  IV     96:21,  October  19,  p.  28-29. 
OHURCH  WORK  WITH  THE  AGED 

15  Poisitive  Tests  for  Action.     Beverly  Summy. 

96:25,  December  14,  p.  9. 
GAF.     Beverly  Summy.     96:16,  August  24, 

p.  16-17. 
National  Interfai'th  Coalition  on  Aging. 

Beverly  Summy.     96:19,  October  5,  p.  8-9. 
Who  Are  the  Elderly?     Beverly  Summy. 
96:22,  November  2,  p.  25. 
CONGREGATIONS— CENTRAL  DISTRICT 
Lanark,  111.     96:15,  August  10,  p.  23. 
MmedgeviU,  HI.     96:6,  March  9,  p.  8. 
CONGREGATIONS^FLORIDA  DISTRICT 
Bradenton.     96:21,  October  a9,  p.  15. 
Sarasota.     96:1,  January  12,  p.  25. 
Sarasota.     96:5,  February  23,  p.  25. 
Sarasota.     96:14,  July  27,  p.  23. 
Sarasota.     96:15,  August  10,  p.  21. 
Sarasota.     96:24,  November  30,  p.  19. 
CONGREGATIONS— INDIANA  DISTRICT 
Burlington.     96:6,  March  9,  p.  8. 
Burlington.     96:14,  July  27,  p.  25. 
College  Corner.     96:10,  May  4,  p.  24. 
County  Line.     96:15,  August  10,  p.  23. 
Fort  Wayne.    A  Step  of  Faith.     96:21, 

October  19,  p.  17-18. 
Fort  Wayne.     96:24,  December  14,  p.  4-5. 
Mexico.     96:14,  July  27,  p.  24. 
North  Liberty.     96:12,  June  1,  p.  29. 
North  Manchester.     96:11,  May  18,  p.  24. 
North  Manchester.     96:22,  November  2,  p.  14. 
OakviUe.     98:3,  January  26,  p.  28. 
OakviUe.     96:15,  August  10,  p.  22. 
South  Bend.     96:12,  June  1,  p.  29. 
Twelve  MUe.     96:22,  November  2,  p.  15. 
CONGREGATIONS^MIDWEST  DISTRICT 
Derby,  Kansas.     Go  Derby  Grow!     96:21, 

October  19,  p.  16-17. 
Falls  City,  Nebraska.     96:1,  January  12,  p.  25. 
Falls  City,  Nebraska.     96:10,  May  4,  p.  25. 
MorriU,  Kansas.     96:6,  March  9,  p.  8. 
CONGREGATIONS— NORTHERN 
CALIFORNIA  DISTRICT' 

Lathrop.     96:10,  May  4,  p.  25. 
CONGREGATIONS— OHIO  DISTKJCT 
Canton.     98:9,  April  20,  p.  25. 
LouisvHle.     96:1,  January  a2,  p.  24. 
Mansfield.     96:25,  December  14,  p.  21. 
MassiUon.    Leap  of  Faith  By  MassUlon,  Ohio. 

98:22,  November  2,  p.  8. 
Pleasant  Hill.     96:13,  June  29,  p.  15-18. 
Smithville.     96:14,  July  27,  p.  25. 
WiUiamstown.     96:14,  July  27,  p.  27. 
CONGREGATIONS^PENNSYLVANIA 
DISTRICT 

Brush  Valley.     96:9,  AprU  20,  p.  25. 
Jones  MUls.     96:9,  April  20,  p.  24. 
Mason  town.     96:6,  March  9,  p.  8. 
Pittsburg.    96:10,  May  4,  p.  24. 
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Waynesboro.     96:5,  Fefbruary  23,  p.  24. 
Waynesboro.     96:10,  May  4,  p.  25. 
OONGREGATIONS— SOUTHEAST  DISTRICT 
Hagerstown,  Maryland.     96:3,  January  26, 

p.  27. 
Mathias,  West  VirgiLnia.     96:11,  May  18,  p.  25. 
Washington,  D.C.     96:13,  June  29,  p.  21. 
ECOLOGY 
The  iBounds  of  Earth.     Arthur  H.  Doerr. 

96:17,  Septem'ber  7,  p.  24-26. 
EDITORIALS 

The  Battle  for  Your  Mind.    W.  St.  Clair 

Benshoff.     96:16,  August  24,  p.  3. 
The  Big?     George  Sdhuster.     96:6,  Maroh  9, 

p.  3. 
The  Christians.    Wendell  E.  Kent.     96:13, 

June  29,  p.  3. 
Does  History  Repeat  Itself?    George  Sdhuster. 

96:10,  May  4,  p.  3. 
Hills  or  Pills?     George  Sdiuster.     96:5, 

February  23,  p.  3. 
How  God  Compliments  Us.     Roy  L.  Smith. 

96:23,  November  16,  p.  3. 
The  Incomparable  'Ctoiist.     96:24,  November 

30,  p.  3. 
Migiht  We  Be  Facing  Future  Shock?     Linda 

Izant.     96:26,  December  28,  p.  3. 
No  Heroes?     Edwin  V.  Hayden.     96:9,  April 

20,  p.  3-4. 
Praise  the  Lord!     George  Schuster.     96:1, 

January  12,  p.  3. 
Praise  the  Lord  lor  Modern  Day  Good 

Samaritans.    Delia  Davis.     96:3,  January 

26,  p.  3-4. 
Sometimes  You  Can  See  Better  With  One 

Eye.     D.  Bruce  Lockerbie.     96:21,  October 

19,  p.  3-5. 
Starting  the  Day  With  Confidence.     Roy  L. 

Smith.     96:22,  November  2,  p.  3. 
That  Was  Yesterday.    Roy  L.  Smith.     96:18, 

September  21,  p.  3. 
There  Is  Only  One  You.  Winston  Atoboitit. 

96:12,  June  1,  p.  3. 
What  Is  On  Our  Young  People's  Minds? 

George  Schuster.     96:19,  October  3,  p.  3-5. 
When  Anxiety  Explodes.     Roy  L.  S^mith. 

96:14,  July  27,  p.  3. 
Who  Cares?     Lois  Breliner.     96:7,  March  23, 

p.  3. 
EVANGELISM 

Concepts  of  Evangelism  Have  Changed  Over 

the  Years.     G.  Peter  Wagner.    96:19, 

October  5,  p.  13-15. 
International  Congress  on  World 

Evangelization : 

96:9,  AprU  20,  p.  8-9. 

96:13,  June  29,  p.  10-11. 

96:14,  July  27,  p.  4-5. 

96:15,  August  ilO,  p.  15. 

96:16,  August  24,  p.  28-29. 

96:19,  October  5,  p.  24. 
To  Pray,  to  Plain  ...  to  Work  Together. 

Arthur  H.  Matthews.     96:17,  Septemher  7, 

p.  18-20. 
FAMILY 
The  Family  Readhing  Families.     96:26, 

December  28,  p.  18. 
LOVE 
Love's  Supremacy.     Brian  H.  Moore.     96:6, 

March  9,  p.  19-21. 


MARRIAGE 
Divorce  and  Remarriage  in  Churdh  History — 

a  Response.     Owen  H.  Alderfer.     96:24, 

November  30,  p.  12-13. 
Divorce  and  Remarriage  in  Church  History — 

a  Response.     Charles  Lowmaster.     96:24, 

November  30,  p.  13-14. 
The  Ethic  for  Divorce  and  Remarriage  as  Set 

Forth  by  Jesus.     Louis  F.  Gouglh.     96:22, 

November  2,  p.  16-18. 
The  Ethic  for  Divorce  and  Remarriage  as  Set 
Forth  by  Jesus — a  Response.     Jerry  Flora. 

96:22,  November  2,  p.  18-19. 
Marriage  and  the  FamUy.    Bruce  Stark. 

96:18,  September  21,  p.  8-9. 
Marriage  in  Its  Ancient  Near  Eastern  Context 

— a  Response.     Richard  R.  Kuns.     96:18, 

September  21,  p.  10-11. 
A  Response  on  Marriage  and  Divorce. 

William  H.  Kerner.     96:22,  November  2, 

p.  20-21. 
A  Response  to  Dr.  Stark  on  Marriage  From 

a  BibUoal  Perspective.     Jolhn  Brownsberger. 

96:18,  September  21,  p.  12-13. 
A  Summary  of  the  History  of  DiMoroe  and 

Remarriage  in  the  Early  Churdh  and 

Brethren  Church.    iGene  R.  Holl'inger. 

96:24,  November  30,  p.  10-11. 
MEMORIALS 

Myers,  Lester  E.     96:12,  June  1,  p.  11. 
MINISTERIAL  STUDENT  AID 
In  Pursuit  of  the  Sheepskin,  Keep  ithe 

Shepherd  in  Sig'ht.     Jim  Geaslen.     96:12, 

June  1,  p.  15. 
Proclaiming  the  Good  News.    Virgil  Meyer. 

96:12,  June  1,  p.  14. 
Seminary  and  Me.     Gerald  L.  Peck.     96:12, 

June  1,  p.  17. 
MISSIONS 
How  to  Pray  for  Your  Missionary.     Jeffrey 

E.  Guheson.     96:26,  December  28,  p.  6-7. 
MISSIONS— ARGENTINA 
The  First — Was  a  Success.     Juan  Carlos 

Miranda.     96:1,  January  12,  p.  6-7. 
Greetings  from  Argentina.     Sharon  Winter. 

96:13,  June  29,  p.  8-9. 
Missionary  Technician — Answer  to  Prayer. 

WiUiam  Winter.     96:23,  November  16,  p.  4-5. 
New  Structural  Tent  Ready  to  Go.     96:3, 

January  26,  p.  8. 
Operation  Zavalla.     Juan  Carlos  Miranda. 

96:16,  August  24,  p.  12-13. 
Rebecca's  Third  Letter.     96:9,  April  20,     ' 

p.  11-13. 
MISSIONS— ARIZONA 
Brethren  Bi-Lingual  Ministry.    WiUlam  Curtis. 

96:21,  October  19,  p.  18-19. 
Ministry  ito  the  Spanish  Speaking.     96:8,  April 

6,  p.  6-7. 
MISSIONS— BRETHREN  HOUSE 
About  Learning  Centers — 

Part  I.       96:7,  Maroh  23,  p.  21. 

Part  II.      96:8,  AprU  6,  p.  8. 

Part  III.     96:9,  April  20,  p.  13. 
Epic  of  ithe  Towel.     96:6,  March  9,  p.  16. 
Expressing  Bible  Truth.    96:11,  May  tt8,  p.  30. 
Focus  on  the  Big  People.    96:1,  January  12, 

p.  5. 
His  Jewels.     96:10,  May  4,  p.  7. 
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Leaming  Center  Workshops.     96:14,  July  27, 

p.  15. 
Lard's  Prayer  Review.     96:25,  December  14, 

p.  7. 
Ode  to  Deborah.    96:25,  August  24,  p.  8. 
On  the  Road.     96:17,  September  7,  p.  13. 
One  Down— Six  to  Go.     96:16,  August  24, 

p.  10. 
Orthokeratology.     96:24,  November  30,  p.  6-8. 
P.S.  to  Summer  Workshops'  Reports.     96:19, 

October  5,  p.  12. 
A  Quiet  Place.     96:21,  October  19,  p.  20. 
Staff  Accepts  Consultanit  Role.     96:22, 
November  2,  p.  9. 

A  Tall  Order.     96:3,  January  26,  p.  9. 
Thoughts  in  the  Shade.     96:5,  February  23, 

p  11. 
MISSIONS— COLOiMBIA 
Advanceis  in  Colombia.     96:15,  August  10, 

p.  7-8. 
An  Encounter.     96:10,  May  4,  p.  6-7. 
The  First  Brethren  Conveirts  in  Colomibda. 

Kenneth  L.  Solomon.     96:14,  July  27, 

p.  14-15. 
First  Impressions  of  Columbia.    Kenneth  L. 

Solomon.     96:5,  February  23,  p.  6-7. 
Hamel  Preaches  in  Medellin,  Colombia.     96:16, 

August  24,  p.  13-14. 
A  Missionary  Vacation.     Mrs.  Peggy  Beekley. 

96:18,  September  21,  p.  4-5. 
Open  Doors  Fo'und  In  Colombiia.     Keinneth  L. 

Solomon.     96:12,  June  1,  p.  4. 
Operation  Andrew.     Kenneth  L.  Solomon. 

96:13,  June  29,  p.  4-5. 
Operation  Friendship.     Kenneth  L.  Solomon. 

96:8,  AprU  6,  p.  4-5. 
Operation  Sowing.    Kenneth  L.  Solomon. 

96:9,  April  20,  p.  14-15. 
Solomon  Diary  of  Hamel  Visit.    96:16, 

August  24,  p.  11. 
The  Solomons  in  Colombia.    96:1,  Januaiy 

12,  p.  7. 
What  New  Field?     96:6,  March  9,  p.  11. 
MISSIONS^INDIA 
Evangelism  in  India.     96:6,  Maroh  9,  p.  10. 
Health  Center  Report.    M.  Virgil  Ingraham. 

96:1,  January  12,  p.  4. 
K.  Vijaya  Kumar  Ordination.     96:23, 

November  16,  p.  6. 
Prayer  Requests  for  India.     96:26,  Decemjber 

28,  p.  4-5. 
MISSIONS— KENTUCKY 
New  Methods  of  Assiistance  to  Kentucky. 

96:13,  June  29,  p.  6-7. 
MISSIONS— MALAYSIA 

God's  Leading  Towaird  Missionary  Service 

in  Malaysia.     David  Lod.     96:23,  November 

16,  p.  6-7. 
God's  Miracle  Broug'ht  Me  to  States.    David 

Loi.    96:19,  October  5,  p.  10-11. 
God  provided  an  Opportunity.     Jenny  Ha. 

96:19,  October  5,  p.  11. 
Report  From  Malaysia.     96:25,  December  14, 

p.  6. 
MISSIONS— NIGERIA 
The  Agony  and  the  Ecstasy.     Chalmer  E. 

Faw.     96:10,  May  4,  p.  4-5. 
The  Challenge  of  Nationhood.    Emmanuel 

Urhobo.    96:24,  November  30,  p.  4-6. 


Congratulations  Jo'hn  and  Roger.     96:6,  March 

9,  p.  15. 
Literacy  News  from  Nigeria.     96:5,  February 

23,  p.  4. 
Lit-Lit  Report  fro^m  Nigeria.     96:18,  September 

21,  p.  6. 
Nigerian  Study  Tour.     Mrs.  Edna  Logan. 

Part  I.        96:14,  July  27,  p.  12-13. 

Part  IL      96:15,  August  10,  p.  4-5. 

Part  III.     96:17,  September  7,  p.  10-12. 
ORDINATIONS 

Thomas,  Rodney  A.     96:17,  September  7,  p.  14. 
PASTORAL  THEOLOGY 
The  Multiplied  Ministry.    Peter  E.  Roussaki. 

96:24,  November  30,  p.  26-27. 
PEACE 

Decide  for  Yourself.     John  Brownsberger. 

96:17,  September  7,  p.  3. 
The  Old  Testament  and  New  Testament 

Poisitioins  on  Peace — Reconciled  or  Not. 

W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff.     96:22,  November  2, 

p.  29-31. 
RELIGION  AND  POLITICS 

Room  for  Enoo'uragement  -in  Washington. 

96:5,  February  23,  p.  16-17. 
RELIGIOUS  NEWS 

Religion  in  Review:  1974 — a  Leadeirless 

Parade.     Norm^an  B.  Rohrer.     96:26, 

December  28,  p.  9-12. 
SERMONS 

Proclaiming  God's  Eternal  Truth.     Myron  W. 

Dodds,  96:14,  July  27,  p.  16-20. 
Vision,  Venture  and  Victory.     Paul  David 

Steiner.     96:16,  August  24,  p.  4-9. 
WORLD  RELIEF 

Brethren  Sewing  Guide.     96:19,  October  5, 

p.  17. 
Christian  Love  Cares.     Mrs.  LilMian  iGraffaim. 

96:8,  April  6,  p.  14-16. 
Coimpanions  in  Compassion.     96:7,  Mardi 

23,  p.  12-13. 
Drought  in  Africa  Speaks.     96:12,  June  1, 

p.  27. 
How  WRC  Works.     96:8,  April  6,  p.  17-19. 
Married  to  a  Traveling  Man.     Mrs.  Lillian 

Graffam.    96:7,  Mardh  23,  p.  11. 
O  iMe  of  Little  Faith.     96:7,  March  23, 

p.  14-15. 
A  Six-Letter  Obscenity.     96:1,  January  12, 

p.  8. 
A  Special  Hospital  Ward.     96:11,  May  18, 

p.  31. 
World  Relief  "Quick"  Report.     96:14,  July 

27,  p.  30. 
World  Relief  Report.    96:26,  December  28, 

p.  13. 


Bradley  E.  Weidenhamer,  Lihrarian  at 
the  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  has  de- 
voted much  time  and  research  in  developing 
a  Volume  Index  to  THE  BRETHREN 
EVANGELIST.  We  are  grateful  to  Rev. 
Weidenhamer  for  sharing  this  with  us  for 
publication  and  would  appreciate  comments 
as  to  tvhether  our  readers  ivould  desire  hav- 
ing other  indexes  published  in  future  issttes. 
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TEN  DOLLAR  CLUB 


CALL  No.  38 


Valley  Brethren  Church 
Jones  Mills,  Pennsylvania 


Twenty- tihree  people  joined  togetihier  in  18S3  to 
form  what  is  known  as  the  Valley  Birethren 
Church.  Elder  James  M.  Bennett  pastored  thiis 
small  flock  assisted  by  Deacons  John  Homer  and 
Daniel  L.  Meyeirs,  with  W.  A.  Harmon  serving  as 
Clerk. 

Meeting  from  time  to  time  in  school-houses  it 
was  not  until  1885  that  this  sanall  group  was  able 
to  build  a  house  of  worsihip  m  the  area.  Since  the 
church  was  located  in  the  wlldemess  of  the  moun- 
tainous region  of  Western  Pennsylvania  the  popu- 
lation growth  was  slow  thus  the  church  building 
was  adequate  and  coimfortable  for  many  years. 

In  recent  years  the  area  lias  enjoyed  a  virtual 
explosion  in  population  as  today's  methods  of 
transportation  -have  opened  it  up  for  recreaition 
and  as  a  retirement  area.  Because  of  this  there 
hsLS  been  an  tocrease  in  business  to  serve  the  area 
which  in  tutm  toas  contributed  to  more  gro'Wth. 


5^.5 


The  Brethren  have  'been  trying  to  minister  to 
the  needs  of  the  oommunity  while  still  worBthiiping 
in  the  original  building  whitfh  has  no  sanitary 
facilities   and  inadequate  parking. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  small  one-room 
church  holds  many  memories  and  is  oherisihed  very 
highly  in  the  hearts  of  the  Brethren,  they  realized 
that  if  they  were  to  bring  others  into  the  dhurdh 
of  our  Lord,  proper  facilities  would  be  necessary. 
Therefore,  a  decision  was  made  to  relocate  and 
build  a  new  churdh,  approximately  one  mile  from 
the  present  location. 

The  Lord  has  blessed  the  endeavor  in  many 
ways.  Brother  Don  Rowser,  wthdle  hoidiing  revival 
services  in  the  fall  of  1974  referred  to  the  new 
undertaking  as  "Miracle  HUl".  The  name  caught 
on  and  rightfully  so. 

The  people  have  proceeded  with  building  and 
85  7f  of  the  labor  has  been  through  volunteer 
effort.  They  have  demonstrated  great  faith  in 
launching  out  and  reaching  out  even  with  very 
limited  resources.  With  aid  now  from  ithe  Ten 
Dollar  Club  it  may  be  possible  to  begin  worshipdog 
in  late  1975  or  early  1976  'in  tihe  new  building. 

The  Valley  Brethren  Oiurcth  covets  your  prayers 
that  the  dreams  and  vision  of  many  years  will 
come  true  as  the  seed  planted  so  long  ago  begins 
to  bear  fruit;  seed  planted  by  such  men  as  Elders 
James  Bennett,  John  Snyder,  Stephen  HUdabrand, 
J.  W.  Smouse,  James  Pamplin,  William  Harmon, 
Marcus  Witter,  George  Colbert,  Lyman  WUkins, 
L.  A.  Clifford,  W.  S.  Baker,  Elmer  Keck,  D.  C. 
White,  Edgar  Berkslhi're,  George  King,  Charles 
Berksihiire  and  many  others. 

Pastor  C.  M.  Hesketh 
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NEW  STAFF  MEMBER  AT  MISSIONARY  BOARD 


The  Missionary  Board  of  The  Bretthren  Church 
is  pleased  to  announce  tlhe  appointment  of  the 
Reverend  Arden  E.  Gilmer  to  become  Director  of 
Evangelism/Ohuirclh  Growth.  He  begins  his  new 
mlniisitry  dn  early  Ootoiber,  1975. 


The  Reverend  Gilmer  is  a  graduate  from  Ash- 
land College  and  Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
With  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  Bachelor  of  Tlieology. 
Par  the  past  seven  years  he  has  been  pastor  of 
the  iPleasant  View  Brethren  Ohurch  at  Vandergrift, 
Pennsylvania.  During  these  years  'his  churc'h  has 
experienced  substantial  growth  througih  evangel- 
ism and  at  the  same  time  developing  lay  leader- 
ship in  ah  phases  of  the  church's  ministries.  He 
'has  developed  and  directed  the  LAYMAN  ALIVE 
program  in  The  Brethren  Ohuroh  following  his 
extensive  training  with  Camipus  Crusade  lor 
Christ. 

Arden  has  served  as  Moderator  of  Pennsylvania 
District,  meniber  of  the  Mfesionary  Board  since 
1971,  served  on  Central  Coun'cil,  'Church  Polity 
Coommittee,  Baptism  Memorial  Committee,  Frater- 
nal Relatioms  Committee  and  wrote  coimments  for 
Brethren  Adult  Quarterly  for  four  years.  He  tra- 
veled to  the  Holy  Land  in  1968  and  lists  as  his 
hobby  family  camping  trips  with  'his  wife  Roberta 
and  three  isons. 

■Mr.  Gilmer  wOl  be  responsible  for  ifostering 
expansion  of  Home  Mission  church  ministries  and 
will  serve  as  a  resource  leader  in  Evangelism/ 
Church  'Growth  throughout  The  Brethren  Church. 
This  developing  ministry  p'rovides  impetus  to  the 
dhurch  'growth  m<ovemient  boith  in  mission  churches 
and  in  other  congregations  throughoiut  'the 
taratherho'od. 


CHANTAL  LOGAN  INJURED 

Prayer  is  requested  for  Mrs.  Qhantal  Logan 
who  was  injured  May  3  at  their  home  at  Bridge- 
water,  Virginia.  A  riding  lawnmower,  on  which 
she  was  working,  overturned  and  ro'hed  down  an 
embankment,  pinning  her  'beneath  ithe  machine. 
She  suffered  lacerations  and  bruises  but  the  most 
serious  was  third  degree  battery  acid  burns  'On 
her  body.  Skin  grafts  are  anti'Cipated  for  the  large 
burn  areas. 

Application  is  being  made  with  the  Colombia 
Embassy  for  resident  visas,  in  order  that  .the 
Logans  might  join  the  SolO'mons  in  the  new 
Calom'bia  work.  Their  departure  is  indefinite  but 
hopefully  later  this  year,  depending  on  Chantal's 
readiness  for  travel  and  favorable  action  on  the 
visa  application.  Bear  up  these  petitions  'in  prayer, 
that  God  might  speed  Chantal's  (recovery  ^and  that 
visas  might  be  foirtlhooming  very  soon. 


THE  WALKS 

Reoognlizing  the  need  lor  a  definite  knowledge 
Of  God's  will  in  life  and  isetrvice,  the  Reverend  and 
Mrs.  William  Walk  and  the  Misisionary  Board  oif 
The  Brethren  Church  nnutually  have  agreed  to 
discontinue  the  Walk's  training  land  candidacy 
for  miissionary  service,  'following  recent  comple- 
tiion  ai  their  missionary  internship.  This  action 
makes  the  Reverend  Walk  avai'lable  'for  a  call  to 
service  in  a  Brethren  pastora'te. 
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APPRECIATION  TO  JOHN  D.  ROWSEY 


On  behalf  of  the  Missionary  Board,  deep  aippre- 
ciation  is  expressed  for  ithe  dedicated  years  of 
outstanding  service  John  D.  Rowsey  -has  given  for 
missdons.  He  did  a  plendid  work  for  more  than 
eleven  years  with  the  Gospel  radio  ministry  and 
in  The  Brethren  Church  in  Argenttma.  This  was 
foJlowed  by  five  years  as  Associate  Seoretary  in 
the  Missionary  Board  headquarters  in  Ashland, 
Ohio  where  he  served  most  effectively. 

John  has  resigned  from  the  Missionary  Board 
as  of  August  1  to  beoome  Executive  Director  of 
the  Brethren  Publiistidng  Company.  This  will  -be  a 
great  dhaillenge  for  him  and  a  needful  step  toward 


strengthening      the     ministries      of     the     entire 
brotherhood. 

Working  closely  with  him,  we  appreciate  has 
faithfulness  and  oiutgoing  personality.  We  shall 
miss  him  m  actual  service  to  the  Board  after  these 
seventeen  years  of  close  association  ibut  know  he 
will  continue  to  emphasize  and  contrdibute  to  mis- 
sions because  he  isaid  so — ^and  John  Rowsey  is  a 
man  of  his  word  and  a  true  missionary. 

Woodrow  Immel,  President 
Missioinary  Board  of 
The  Bretihren  Ghuroh 


A  VISIT  THAT  BECAME  A  CRUSADE 


During  the  first  days  of  February  we  received 
a  group  of  visitors  from  different  Churdhes  in  the 
U.S.A.  They  arrived  with  'th.e  Intenltion  of  visiting 
among  us  and  spendtnig  part  of  their  time  work- 
ing on  different  projects,  but  God  had  other  plans 
and  the  visit  became  a  crusade. 

A  crusade  of  love:  Their  love  could  be  seen 
every  moment  of  the  day;  in  ithe  meetings  in  which 
they  took  part,  in  the  songs  they  left  with  us,  in 
their  lack  of  prejudice,  in  the  way  they  felt  neither 
above  nor  below  us.  It  is  very  difficult  for  a  pas- 
tor to  find  "life  in  love  and  love  in  life."  This  is 
a  coimbination  rarely  seen  in  the  lives  of  believers, 
'but  in  them  it  was  openly  deimonstrated.  As  the 
Bible  truly  says,  "love  endures  all  things". 

A  crusade  of  witness:  "Faith  wtithout  works  is 
dead".  The  very  day  the  group  arrived  at  Eden 
Bible  Institute  they  began  to  work.  The  men  be- 
gan scraping  walls,  painting,  moving  furniture, 
while  the  women  were  in  the  Mtohen  cleaning, 
sewing  and  mending  mattresses.  There  was  one 
mote  that  sounded  constantly:  "work".  Everyone 
kept  in  motion,  working,  consulting — at  times  with 
sign   language    because   we    oouldin't    understaind 


each  other.  When  there  was  free  time  we  con- 
versed, sharing  ideas,  getting  to  (know  each  other, 
learning  how  churches  work  in  other  places  and 
how  each  lof  us  were  strugig'ling  to  live  on  a  higher 
plane. 

A  crusade  of  challenge:  Durinig  the  Spiritual 
Conference,  bro^ther  Jim  Payne  gathered  all  the 
men  and  spoke  to  them  as  layman  to  layman  (the 
pastors  were  not  included  in  the  group).  He 
Challenged  them  to  work  as  they,  the  U.S.  Breth- 
ren, were  doing.  It  was  imposisibie  to  say  no,  for 
the  Argentine  men  could  see  how  they  had  come 
from  so  far,  overcomfag  difficulties  to  be  with  us, 
not  as  tourists  but  as  brothers  in  Christ  with  a 
message  ibeyond  words,  tranisformed  into  a  work 
of  love. 

For  these  reasons  vfe  received  them  not  as  vis- 
itors tout  ^as  a  gro-up  that  realized  a  read  crusade 
among  us  in  the  brief  time  'they  spent  in  our 
country. 

Translated  by  Raymond  Aspinall 
Pastor  Armando  Ortiz 

Pastor  Ortiz  serves  at  the  Soldini  Church  in 
Argentina. 
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GOD'S  SURPRISES 

Three  cardinals  sitting  on  my  telephone  wire 
one  .morning  recently  pro^mpted  (the  theme  for 
one  of  our  Sunday  mornings.  The  children  enjoyed 
.considering  GOD'S  SURPRISES  and  making  some 
of  tiheir  own. 

"A  SURPRISE  is  .someithiing  tnice  that  you  didn't 
expect,"  was  the  definition  we  used  on  our  task 
cards  for  that  day.  Many  books  lent  themselves 
easily  to  the  theme: 

WHEN  GOD  IMAGINED  A  'WORLD 

THE  BEGINNING  OF  GOD'S 
BEAUTIFUL  WORLD 

'GOD,   I'VE   GOTTA   TALK  TO   YOU! 

PAINT  POT  WORLD 

THE  WORLD  GOD  MADE 
And  God's  greatestt  surprise  was  the  one  the 
women  discovered  when  they  went  to  the  tomb 
on  Easter  morning  to  anoint  Jesus'  body.  So  our 
hymn  for  the  day  was  the  Negro  Spiritual^  "He 
Arose." 
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The  Scripture  verse  in  the  pocket  chairt  irefeared 
to  a  surprise  God  has  waiting  for  believers.  "No 
.  .  .  man  has  ever  seen,  heard  or  even  imag'ined 
wlhiat  wonderful  ithings  Gk)d  has  ready  'for  those 
wlho  love  the  Lord."  (I  Co-rinthians  2:9b  in 
LIVING  BIBLE) 

A  SURPRISE  BOX  WAS  ENJOYED  'by  all  ages. 
It  was  a  shoe  box  with  a  hole  in  one  end  large 
enough  for  a  hand  to  enter  and  feel  the  15  objects 
inside.  Children  were  invited  by  a  sign  to  guess 
what  was  in  the  box.  Amy,  our  prize  4-year-oiId 
Who  comes  up  with  surprises  regularly  said  she 
"felt"  something  "gold."  She  is  so  visuaUy  ori- 
ented, that  she  could  not  resist  peeking. 

The  craft  table  held  materials  to  be  used  to 
make  a  surprise.  A  match  box  within  a  toilet  paper 
tube  within  a  Pringles  can  held  a  preciousJooking 
stone.  There  were  variations  of  this,  depending 
upon  the  children's  creativity  and  patience. 

Susan  and  I  had  a  surpariise  for  the  worshipers 
when  we  gathered  for  our  clos'ing  woirship.  Since 
A  SURPRISE  IS  SOMETHING  NICE  THAT  YOU 
DIDN'T  EXPECT,  we  had  prepared  cookies 
(chocolate-peanut  butter)  for  everybody.  This  led 
easily  into  the  other  elements  of  our  worship — the 
hymn,  verse  in  the  pocket  chart,  discusision  of 
the  theme,  and  closing  prayer. 

Through  the  day's  lesson,  we  wanted  the  chil- 
dren to  realize  that  even  though  events  don't  occur 
as  we  might  expect,  even  thougth  we  can't  under- 
stand God's  timing,  if  we  stay  alert,  we  can  enjoy 
GOD'S  SURPRISES  .  .  .Uke  unexpectedly  seeing 
three  beautiful  cardinals  on  your  telephone  wire. 
— Jean 


The  new  40  'bed  nursing  wing  at  The  Brethren's 
Home  of  ilndiana  opened  on  June  23,  1975  making 
a  total  of  86  beds  available  for  nursmg  care. 

Mrs.  Rosemary  Eddy,  Administrator,  reports 
that  'beds  in  the  new  wing  are  being  filled.  Gene 
Geaslen,  Assiistant  Administrator,  urges  any 
Brethren  fa  need  of  nursing  care  to  contact  the 
Home  as  soon  as  possible  to  make  arrangements 
for  residency. 

Apartments  for  independent  living  on.  the  Life 
Use  Plan  are  available  presently  and  naore  will  be 
constructed  in  -the  near  future. 

If  you  are  interested,  m  nursthig  care  of  apart- 
ment living,  contact: 

THE  BRETHREN'S  HOME 

Rt.  2,  Box  97 

Flora,  Indiana    46929 

Phone:     219-967-3065  or  219-967-3783. 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


by  Mrs.  Pat  Richey 


To  Serve  Him 

In    The    World 


The  renewal  in  my  spirit  that  occurs  idurlng 
National  Conference  gives  me  a  whole  new  atti- 
tude with  which  to  step  back  into  my  world.  Once 
again  I  pick  up  the  redns  and  begin  the  journey 
through  life  with  my  family,  my  friends  and  my 
local  church.  I  find  myself  back  in  my  limited 
area,  no  longer  in  contact  with  lovely  Christian 
spirits  fro^m  across  the  nation  and  foreign  coun- 
tries. I'm  back  to  rubbing  elbows  with  many  people 
who,  for  the  most  part,  are  unconcerned  about 
God  and  His  work  in  their  lives. 

So  many  times  we  refer  to  the  experience  that 
Jesus,  Peter,  James  and  Joihn  had  up  in  the  hig'h 
mountain.  Jesus  was  changed  before  them  into  a 
shining  bright  being.  Moses  and  Elijah  appeared 
and  were  talking  with  Jesus.  It  was  so  wonderful 
that  Peter  wanted  to  build  tabernacles  there  on 
the  mountain  for  the  three  shining  ones.  He  want- 
ed to  he  removed  from  the  world  below  and  stay 
in  the  mountain  where  his  spirit  could  rejoice  in 
the  presence  of  these  wonderful  beings. 

Peter  and  I  seem  a  lot  alike.  How  wonderful  it 
would  seem  to  me  to  be  able  to  stay  in  the  pres- 
ence of  those  whose  spirits  lift  my  own  spirit  to 
new  heights.  But,  that's  not  Where  God  has  put 
me.  He  wants  me  in  the  world.  He  wants  me  here, 
right  Where  I  am,  so  that  my  life  wiU  eause  o'thers 
of  the  world  to  see  Jesus.  He  wants  everyone  to 
know  His  son  and  love  Him. 

How  closely  my  experiences  at  Conference  seem 
to  tie  with  our  theme  for  this  study.  Just  how  am 
I  going  to  serve  Him  in  the  World?  How  about 
you?  Perhaps  you  did  not  have  the  opportunity 
to  'be  at  Conference.  Does  this  mean  that  you 
do  not  live  in  the  world?  Does  this  mean  that  since 
you  may  not  even  have  had  a  real  spiritually 
lifting  experience  this  summer  or  even  this  year 
that  you  don't  have  to  Uve  in  the  world  as  a 
Christian? 

I'm  afraid  not. 

Today  as  we  examine  God's  Word  together  let 
us  renew  our  commitment  to  serving  Christ  in 
the  World. 

(Leader's  Note:  Each  girl  is  to  make  a  chart 
for  her  own  use.  Please  provide  a  full  sheet  of 
school  notebook  paper  for  each  girl  and  pencils  or 
pens  for  each  girl.  Each  girl  will  need  her  Bible. 
Please  read  the  following  directions  for  the  .girtls 
to  foUow,  using  'the  illustration  as  a  guide  for 
helping  ithe  igirls  get  theiir  charts  -started 
CQirTectly. ) 

At  the  top  of  your  paper  write  out  the  scripture 
of  I  Timothy  4:12.  Underline  each  word  that  de- 
scribes an  area  of  being  an  example,  such  as  word 
and  conversation    (means  manner  of  life),  etc. 


Underneath  the  written  verse  write  these  scrip- 
ture references,  all  on  one  line:  Ephesdans  4:11-16; 
Ephesians  4:25 — 5:21;  Ephesians  6:10. 

Divide  yoiur  paper  into  four  lengthwise  columns ; 
two  wide  columns  on  each  side  of  the  middle  and 
two  narrow  columns  at  the  onargins. 

Beg'inning  at  the  left  side  o£  the  paper,  title 
each  column:  VERSE;  DON'T;  DO;  AREA  OF 
APPLICATION    ( abbreviate ) . 

Using  Ephesians  4:25 — 5:31,  read  through  one 
verse.  Then  write  the  number  of  that  verse  in  the 
VERSE  column;  write  what  'the  verse  says  about 
don't  in  DON'T  column;  write  what  the  verse  says 
about  do  in  DO  co'lumn.  Leave  the  last  column 
blank  for  now. 

Continue  this  process  throug^h  all  th'C  verses  in 
Ephesians  4:25 — 5:21.  (You  may  find  that  some 
verses  wiU  only  have  DON'tS  or  DO'S.)  If  yo'U 
wiU  keep  spaces  between  what  yO'U  have  written 
for  each  of  the  verses  you  will  'have  a  neat  look- 
ing chart.  You  may  find  'it  is  necessary  to  use  the 
back  of  your  paper  also. 

When  you  finish  writing  your  chart  out,  read 
back  over  the  verse  at  the  top  of  yoiur  paper.  Using 
the  words  from  that  verse  Which  are  areas  in 
which  we  are  to  be  examples,  look  through  the 
verses  on  the  chart  that  you  have  made.  Decide 
which  area  of  living  each  verse  represents,  then 
write  that  word  in  the  fourth  column  'behind  each 
verse. 

You  may  find  two  words  that  you  'have  not  used 
very  much,  after  you  are  finished.  These  might 
he  Spirit  and  Faith.  Write  the  word  Spirit  at  the 
bottom  of  your  paper  and  beside  it  wiiite  the 
Scripture  reference  Eiphesaans  6:10.  (Look  up  this 
scripture  and  write  out  What  it  means  to  you  in 
your  own  words. 

Now  write  the  word  Faith  beneath  your  work 
on  Spirit.  Beside  it  write  Ephesians  4:11-16.  Write 
out  what  you  think  the  author  said  beside  the 
reference. 

(Leader's  Note:  As  'the  girls  finish  -their  work, 
have  them  quietly  leave  the  work  area.  They 
should  sit  down  together  and  share  with  one 
another  What  they  feel  that  they  'have  discovered 
about  themselves  during  this  time  of  study.  When 
aU  are  finished  working  on  the  charts,  beco-me 
involved  in  a  period  of  prayer  and  sharing.) 

Your  charts  should  look  like  this: 

I  Timothy  4:12    Let  no  man  despise  thy  youth; 
but  be  thou  an  example  of  the  believers,  in  word, 
in    conversation,    in    charity,    in    spirit,    in   faith, 
in  purity. 
Ephesians  4:11-16;  4:25—5:21;  6:10 


VERSE 


DON'T 


DO 


AREA  OF 
APPL. 


4:25 
4:26 


Stop  lying 
Sin  not 


I  TeU  truth 
I  Be  angry 


Word 
Purity 
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I  God  Needs  Our  Best 

Opening  Thought: 

I  am  my  neighbor's  Bible; 

He  reads  me  when  we  meet. 
Today  he  reads  me  in  m.y  home, 

Toimorrow  on  the  street. 
He  may  be  relative  or  friend, 
Or   slight   acquaintance   be 
He  may  not  even  know  my  name, 
Yet  he  fe  reading  me. 

Author  Unknown 

Leader:  Tonight  we  aire  exploring  the  topic 
"God  Needs  Our  Best."  When  it  comes  to  the 
"Best"  w^e  can  give,  do  you  think  we  have  given 
God  the  best  each  time  we've  been  asked  to  do 
something  for  Him?  As  we  hear  each  speaker,  let's 
give  attention  to  what  Ls  going  on  and  really 
evaluate  ourselves  in  the  light  of  God's  standards. 

Scripture  Lesson:  II  Cor.  8:5,  12.  (After  read- 
ing these  verses,  ask  what  they  meant.  After  a 
brief  discussion,  give  the  following  remarks)  Did 
You  noitice  that  the  peop.le  first  gave  themselves  to 
the  Lord  and  then  to  Titus  doing  just  what  God 
wanted.  .  .  .  This  requires  the  "Best"  'that  is  in 
us.  To  be  what  God  needs  and  wants  of  us  requires 
submission  of  our  will  to  His  will  for  our  lives. 

Circle  of  Prayer:  Divide  into  prayer  partners. 
Each  couple  make  a  list  of  things  to  pray  about 
and  for.  Then  go  off  to  yourselves  and  have  a  little 
prayer  time.  Come  back  quietly  if  you  finish  be- 
fore some  of  the  others.  Don't  fo'iiget  to  pray  foT 
each  other  too. 

Topic:     His  Likeness  and  Image 

We  ishoaild  always  try  to  think  of  our  lives  as  a 
mirror  reflecting  ithe  likeness  and  image  of  Jesus. 
Any  time  people  notice  meanness,  bad  words,  and 
other  kinds  of  wrongdoing  in  oiur  life,  they  cer- 
tainly won't  be  able  to  see  the  image  of  Jesus. 
Keep  your  life  pure  and  clean,  and  then  you  wUl 
be  able  to  witness  faithfully  to  the  wonderful 
privilege  of  living  for  Christ.  Your  good  works 
(words  and  deeds)  should  be  a  light  that  aU  the 
world  can  see.  Many  people  teU  others  about 
Christ  and  His  GShurch,  but  then  they  destroy  their 
influence  by  speaking  and  living  in  ways  that 
bring  shame  and  dishonor  to  Jesus.  If  you  are 
going  to  reflect  the  'image  of  Christ  then  yo'ur 
actions  must  match  your  words. 

Topic: 
Comparing  Themselves  Among  Themselves. 

We  are  coniterut  to  be  "as  good  as  most  people" 
or  "as  good  as  the  average".  We  are  too  prone  to 
take  a  wrong  stanidard  for  measuring.  We  com- 
pare ourselves  among  ourselves,  w'hether  we  are 
as  good  or  better  than  each  other.  But  God  isn't 
going  to  blame  anyone  else  for  your  mistakes,  or 
the  things  you  don't  do  accordiriig  to  your  stand- 
ard, He  is  going  by  His  rules  in  this  game  of  life. 
Average  Christians  isn't  what  God  is  requirinig. 
He  wants  the  best,  the  'first  place  in  our  lives.  He 
needs  the  'best  you  can  give  Him.  Wesley  prayed, 
"Lord  make  me  an  extraordinary  Christian".  God 
can  make  you  what  He  needs  yO'U  to  be  'for  Him. 
He  just  needs  yoiir  coo'peration.  Bew^are  lest  you 
are  measuring  yoojirselif  iby  another  person,  for 
God  only  igoes  by  ^His  irules ! 
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by  Mrs.  Pauline  Benshoff 

Topic:     Sell-Testing 

Make  sure  you  really  can  stand  :the  test  spirit- 
ually. Have  you  ever  been  to  a  wax  museum? 
Some  of  thO'Se  figures  wink  and  bhnk  and  seem 
to  breathe,  but  there  isn't  any  life  in  them.  Did 
you  know  yO'U  could  go  through  the  motions  of 
religion  and  not  catch  its  real  meaning  at  all?  So 
examine  the  motives  that  propel  your  life.  Is  God 
first  in  everything?  What  do  you  love  best?  (Sod's 
program  and  standard  for  yo'ur  life,  or  the 
World's?  Here  are  some  ways  to  test  yourself. 

Do  I  want  to  please  God  with  my  life? 

Do  I  take  time  to  pray,  for  others  as  well 
as  myself? 

Do  I  like  to  read  the  Bible? 

Do  I  like  to  study  the  Bible? 

Do  I  like  to  get  involved  in  God's  work? 

Can  He  depend  on  me? 
Topic:     Bible  Beniinders 

1.  The  Bible  fixes  a  very  high  standard  of 
spirituality  and  teUs  us  that  "to  -be  spirituaily- 
minded  is  life  and  peace." 

2.  We  are  to  have  private  devotions.  "Be  still 
and  know  that  I  am  God."  Devotions,  includinig 
reading  the  Bible  and  praying  brings  the  soul  into 
direct  contact  with  God,  with  His  thoughts  and 
His  Wo'rds. 

3.  Pray  earnestly  for  'the  sanctifying  influences 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  Spirit  'implants  in  your 
soul  the  thirst  after  God.  The  Psalmist  said,  "As 
the  hart  (deer)  panteth  after  the  water  brook, 
so  panteth  my  soul  after  thee,  O  God." 

4.  "Remember  the  Sabbath  Day  to  keep  it 
holy."  Our  Lord's  Day  as  we  refer  to  it  in  Chris- 
tianity today  is  set  apart  under  the  leaders'hip  of 
the  Spirit.  It  is  God's  gift  that  it  was  given,  not 
to  benefit  God  but  to  benefit  man.  Are  we  always 
using  the  Lord's  Day  as  we  should,  or  are  we 
following  the  world's  way?  If  we  are  following 
the  world's  pattern  we  will  continue  to  forget  God 
that  day  and  use  the  day  purely  for  pleasure  and 
entertainment.  When  we  forget  His  Day,  we  are 
on  our  way  to  forgetting  God  altogether. 

Rap  Time:  (Have  you  done  this,  heard  this  or 
said  any  of  these  things?) 

a.  I've  been  asked  to  sdog  a  solo  for  church  nexjt 
week,  so  I'll  just  choose  something  from  the 
hymn  book  Sunday  mo'rninjg. 

b.  I  know  I  play  my  horn  reed  we'll  ^so  When  my 
turn  come'S  around  again  I'U  just  play  the 
same  number  again,  they  won't  rememlber 
what  I  played  anyway. 

c.  It  is  my  tuam  to  igive  a  speech  at  the  evening 
■church  service  when  the  Youth  put  on  their 
program.  I  don't  have  time  to  preipare  anything. 
The  Lord  will  provide  'So  I  won't  bo'ther  to 
look  up  anything.  Will  the  Lord  provide  in 
■this  case? 

d.  As  to  reading  my  Sunday  Sahooi  lesson,  "Well 
I  never  read  it  ahead  of  time.  That  is  Why  I 
have  a  teacher! 

e.  The  "well  done"  was  not  'spoken  of  "half  done" 
work. 

f.  The  measure  of  life  is  not  its  sipan,  but  the 
use  made  of  it. 

Closing   Thought:     I  wonder  if   I've  done  my 
best  for  Jesus  When  He  has  done  so  much  for  me. 
Benediction: 
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1975  SUMMER  CRUSADERS 
AND  INTERNS 


WEST— Jim  Miller,  Linda 

Waters,  Randy  Myers, 

Debbie  Barber 
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WEST — Jim,  Randy,  Debbie,  and  Dinda  spent  six  weeiks  in  Arizona  witih  one  final 
youth  week  in  Gretna,  Ohio.  They  helped  in  VBS  in  Tempe,  Arizona,  VBS  for  Span- 
ish children  in  Tuoson,  Arizona  and  in  the  Arizona  Bretthren  Camp  for  three  weeks. 


MIDWEST — Wayne,  Jon,  Becky  and  Rabin  helped  the  Brethren  in  four  different 
states.  They  started  off  with  VBS  in  Morrill,  Kansas  and  Falls  City,  Nebraska,  moved 
on  for  surveying,  VBS  and  youth  work  in  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  stopped  for  one  week 
of  VBS  in  Fort  Scott,  Kansas  and  ended  up  with  a  youth  emphasis  week  in  Smlth- 
ville,  O'hio. 


MIDWEST— Wayne 
Griimbling,  Becky  Hamilton, 
Jon  Ba7'ber,  Robin  Rentzel 
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EAST — Jocm,  Holsinger,  Bobbi 

Miller,  Jerri  Briggs,  Donna 

Shank 


EAST — ^Joan,  Bobbi,  Jerri  and  Donna  had  a  big  summer  of  VBS  work.  First  they 
had  two  weeks  in  North  Liberty,  Indiana,  followed  by  one  week  each  in  County 
Line,  Mundie,  and  Tiosa,  Indiana.  The  fifth  week  found  them  in  a  different  situa- 
tioai  but  stUl  doing  VBS  work  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania — a  big  city  challenge. 
They  ended  their  summer  with  a  day  camp  in  Mansfield,  Ohio. 


NEW  CREATION — ^New  Creation  had  a  great  summer  in  Indiana,  Ohio,  DC,  and 
Maryland.  Each  week  they  led  Bible  Learning  Activities  for  4th-6th  graders.  Train- 
ing and  Sharing  sessions  for  youth,  Bible  studies  for  adults,  and  a  Family  Night. 
In  addition  everyone  was  given  the  chance  to  hear  2  musicals,  Share  and  Go  Tell 
Your  World,  and  to  participate  in  the  Cetebration  choir. 


^^f 


NEW  CREATION— Jim  Black,  Susie  Keslar,  Mark  Baker,  Becky 

Grumbling,  Ken  Hunn,  Deborah  Munson,  Cathy  Comfort,  Tom 

Keplinger,  Debra  Michael,  Kerry  Scott,  Nancy  Ronk  and  Jeff  Lentz 
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Nursing  Care  Interns 
Flora,  Indiana 


NURSING  CARE—Nola  Nye  and  Jeannie  Hesketh 

NURSING  CARE — ^Jeannie  and  Nola  spent  seven  weeks  at  the  Brethren's  Hoime 
in  Flora,  Indiana.  Their  mornings  were  spent  on  the  nursling  floor  caring  for  the 
residents  while  their  afternoons  were  busy  with  soctial  activities.  Also  ttiey  were 
very  active  in  the  Flora  Church  with  Nola  teaching  the  3rd-4th  grade  Sunday  School 
class  and  Jeajinie  the  Junioir  and  Senior  Highs. 


Pastoral  Interns 


PASTORAL — Bruce  went  to  Canton,  Ohio  to  assist  Rev.  John  Byler's  minisitry  for 
liis  summer.  Bruce  began  his  initemship  Immediately  by  accepting  many  of  the 
vacationing  pastor's  responsibOitiies.  He  also  participated  in  the  Sunday  School  and 
VBS  programs. 


Bruce  Ronk 


Lynn  Mercer 


PASTORAL — ^Lynn  made  his  home  for  the  summer  in  Tucson,  Anizona  assisting  in 
the  ministry  of  Rev.  Clarence  StogsdUl.  He  partieipated  and  taught  &n  Sunday 
School,  VBS,  camp  work  and  in  the  Spanish  ministry  in  addition  to  the  regular 
pastoral  duties. 
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Missionary  Interns 
Colombia 


Jan  Glenn 


Bev  Blough 


C30L0MBIA — ^Bev  and  Jan  spent  40  days  in  Medellin,  Colombia  working  with  ithe 
Ken  iSolomon  tfamiily.  They  helped  out  by  teffing  Bible  stories  using  llannelgraphs, 
Slinging  ispeoial  songs  in  Spanish,  playing  spe'dal  music,  taking  tracts  door-to-door, 
witnessing  to  youth,  and  assisting  in  camp  (both  a  Spanish  and  an  American  one). 
The  girls  really  grew  to  love  the  people  and  hated  to  leave  them. 


THE  BRETHREN 

Who  are  <they?  Where  did  they  come  Irom? 
What  do  they  believe?  These  are  some  of  the 
questiions  which  are  dealt  with  in  the  new  study 
book,  The  Brethren:  Growth  In  Life  and  Thought. 

Produced  by  the  Task  Force  on  iHistory  and  Doc- 
trine ol  The  Board  of  Christian  Education,  the 
new  paperback  is  tatended  for  use  in  new  mem- 
bership classes,  youth  groups,  or  adult  study 
groui>s.  It, is  laid  out  in  an  easy-to-read  foirmat. 

To  increase  its  effeotiveness  as  an  linstructional 
tool,  a  leader's  manual  containing  lesson  outlines, 
resource  dists  and  teaching  isuggestio-ns  for  each 
chapter  has  been,  prepared.  Both  the  book  and 
teaching  manual  are  now  available  from  the  Board 
of  Christian  Education  ofifice.  The  book  is  priced 
at  $2.75;  the  leader's  manual  is  $1.25. 

The  Brethren  Church  has  a  rich  histoiy  span- 
ning more  than  itwo  and  one^half  centuries.  It  is 
time  that  every  member  have  the  opportunity  to 
discover  hlis  church's  heritage.  By  all  means  read 
The  Brethren:  Growth  m  Life  and  Thought ! 
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Memorials 


Harry  R.  Payne,  50,  went  to  'be  with  his  Lord  at 
5  a.m.,  Friday,  April  19,  1975  after  aJm-ost  one 
yeaiTS  fight  with  cancer.  He  was  a  faithful  membeir 
of  the  Oak  HJH  First  Brethren  Church  where  he 
was  a  Deacon,  Sunday  School  Superintendent, 
Member  of  'the  choiir,  and  had  served  in  a  number 
of  other  offices. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  Janet  Foy,  two  sons, 
John,  stationed  in  U.S.  Navy  at  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  and  Jimmy  at  home;  one  daughter,  Cara 
Gale  at  home. 

Services  were  at  2  p.m.  at  'the  Church  with  Rev. 
Bill  Skeldon  in  charge  and  burial  in  Pleasant  View 
Cemetery,  Fayetteville. 

CROOK 

Wayne  C.  Croo-k,  61,  of  Flora,  co-owner  of  D.  E. 
Cripe  and  Company  since  1936,  died  at  noon  Sun- 
day, May  25,  1975  at  St.  Elizabeth  Hospital. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Flora  First  Brethren 
Church  and  recently  retired  from  the  Flora  Vol- 
unteer  Fire  Department. 

Surviving  With  the  wife  are  two  daugbteris,  Mrs. 
Robert  Roach  of  Indianapolis  and  Mrs.  Michael 
Stella  of  Carmel;  a  son,  John  of  Bumettsville; 
two  sisters,  Mrs.  Geneva  CUngenpeel  of  Flora  and 
Mrs.  Cletis  Rayburn  of  Tucson,  Arizona,  and  five 
grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Flora  First 
Brethren  Church  with  Rev.  Edward  West  and 
Rev.  Samuel  KeUer  officiating. 

ALBER 

Mrs.  Reathei  L.  Albers  71,  of  Rt.  5  Rochester, 
Indiana,  passed  away  July  11,  1975  at  Woodlawn 
Hospital.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Tiosa  Brethren 
Church.  Services  were  July  14  at  Foster  &  Good 
Funeral  Home. 

Surviving  are  a  son,  Charles,  Mesa,  Arizona; 
two  daughters,  Mrs.  Virginia  Weidner,  Rochester, 
and  Mrs.  WiLma  Jean  Cutler,  Griffith,  Indiana; 
4  grandchildren,  4  great-grandchUdren;  one  sister, 
Mrs.  Igvoita  Lee,  Sehring,  Florida. 

PULLEN 

Ora  G.  Pullen,  60,  of  Rt.  1,  Flora,  died  Monday, 
June  30,  1975.  He  was  a  member  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Flora  and  a  veteran  of  World 
War  II. 

Surviving  with  the  widow  are  two  daughters, 
Beverly  and  Pati*icia  of  Ft.  Wayne;  two  brothers. 
Elver  of  Flora  and  Vern  of  California;  one  sister 
Mrs.   (Dorothy)  Truman  Myer  of  Bringhurst. 

Funeral  services  were  held  hi  the  Carter-Baker 
Funeral  Home,  Flora,  with  Rev.  Edward  West 
officiating. 


DIEHL 

Mrs.  Walter  (Ruth)  Diehl  passed  away  July  8, 
1975  at  the  Cameron  Community  Hospital  in 
Bryan,  Ohio.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Bryan 
First  Brethren  Church  since  1943  where  she  had 
taught  the  Goodwill  Class  for  over  30  years  and 
where  she  served  as  the  Missions  Treasurer  for 
the  church  for  25  years.  She  also  was  a  past  presi- 
dent of  the  WMS  I  group. 

Surviving    are    one    son.    Rev.    Theron    Diehl, 
Toledo,  C;  one  grandson,  Stanley  Diehl,  FUverdale, 
111.,    who    is    serving    as   pastor   at   a   Missionary  j 
Church;    one    graddaughter,    Trudy    Diehl,    USN, 
Great  Lakes  and  2  great  grandchildren. 

Memorial  services  were  conducted  July  10  at 
the  church  by  Rev.  M.  W.  Dodds  with  interment 
at  Browns  C^e'metery. 

NEEHOUSE 

Florence  E.  Anderson  Neehouse,  21,  died  Sun- 
day, June  29,  1975  in  the  Reynolds  Memorial  Hos- 
pital, Glendale,  W.  Virginia.  She  had  been  seriO'Usly 
ill  for  the  past  three  years. 

She  was  a  member  of  ,the  Quiet  Dell  Brethren 
Church. 

Surviving  with  her  parents  and  husband  are  a 
sister,  Mrs.  Thomas  (Barbara)  Barlow  of  Hol- 
brook;  a  brother,  James  W.  Anderson  of  Cameron. 
Maternal  grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Emerson  of  Cameron. 

WORKMAN 

Evah  Baker  Workman,  85,  of  near  GeoTgetown, 
Delaware,  passed  away  May  12,  1975  at  Nanticoke 
Memorial  Hospital  Seaford.  She  is  survived  by  two  ' 
sons;  Dale  M.  of  Georgetown,  and  Charles  S.  of 
Bridgeville;  two  daughters,  Pauline  Wilson  of 
Georgetown  and  Madlyn  Davis  of  Georgetown 
and  Ocean  City,  Maiyland;  dl  grandchLldren,  17 
great-grandchildre'n,  and  one  great-'great  grand- 
child. 

She  was  a  life  lo'ng  member  of  the  Mt.  Olivet 
Brethren  Church,  Georgetown.  Burial  was  at  the 
Millsboro  Cemetery  with  Rev.  William  McDaniel 
officiating. 

SIGRIST 

Mrs.  Ella  Sigrist  passed  away  April  4,  1975. 
She  was  a  life-long  member  of  the  South  Bend, 
Indiana,  Brethren  Church. 

WISEMAN 

Mrs.  Gladys  B.  Wiseman  passed  away  May  18, 
1975.  She  was  a  member  of  the  South  Bend,  Indi- 
ana Brethren  Church. 

MILLER 

Mrs.  ViO'la  Miller,  a  memiber  of  the  South  Bend, 
Indiana,  Brethren  Church,  and  mother  of  Mrs. 
Kenneth  Wynn. 
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Weddings 


CLARK-WIREMAN 

Miss  Wanda  Wireman  and  Greg  Clar'k  were 
married  in  -the  sanctuary  of  tJie  First  BretJiren 
Church  on  the  evening  of  June  14th  in  a  very 
"unusual"  and  "surprise"  candlelight  service. 

Wanda  is  the  daughter  ot  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alton 
Wireman  and  Greg  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harold  Clark. 

Pastor  Immel  officiated  at  the  lovely  service. 

]\IABTIN-BRUNN 

Miss  Kuniberly  EUen  Brunn  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Byron  C.  Brunn  and  Christopher  J. 
Martm  of  Wabash,  Ind.,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Richard  Martin  of  Vista,  California,  were  married 
June  7  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church  in  North  Manchester. 

Pastor  Woodrow  Immel  officiated  in  this  double 
ring  ceremony  before  an  altar  of  lavender  mums 
and  pink  gladiola. 

MILLEB-WAGONER 

Miss  Coleen  Wagoner  and  Douglas  Miller  were 
united  in  marriage  May  31st  by  Pastor  Woodrow 
Immel  in  the  brides  home  church — the  First 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Anderson,  Indiana. 

Coleen  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joto  R. 
Wagoner  and  Douglas  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  MUler. 

Ralph  McBride  was  vocalist  and  others  of  the 
N.  Manchester  Church  participated  in  tihis  beauti- 
ful service. 


APPLEGATE-IVnLLEK 

Miss  Angle  Miller  and  Michael  Applegate  were 
married  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church,  May  27,  1975. 

Angle  is  the  younger  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Miller. 

Michael  has  been  recuperating  froim  surgery 
due  to  a  motorcycle-car  accident. 

Pastor  Immel  officiated  in  this  beautiful  service. 

ROSER^ANDEBSON 

Miss  Cindy  Anderson  and  Mark  Roser  were 
married  June  21st  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  First 
Brethren   Church  in  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Cindy  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay 
Anderson  and  Mark  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dan  Roser. 

Pastor  Immel  officiated  in  this  lovely  and  mean- 
ingful service. 

IVnCHEI^METZGER 

Miss  Nanette  Metzger  and  Mr.  Rick  Michel  were 
married  May  10th  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  North 
Manchester,  Indiana  First  Brethren  Church. 

Mrs.  Michel  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Virgil  Metzger  and  Mr.  Michel  is  the  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.   Robert  Michel. 

Pastor  Immel  officiated  in  this  beautiful  candle- 
light service. 

MEMBERSHIP  GROWTH 

Sarasota,   Florida — 7   by   baptism,   2   by  letter 
South  Bend,  Indiana — 2  by  baptism 


LEVITTOWN.  PENNSYLVANIA 


Mortgage  Burning 


On  June  1,  1975,  The  Brethren  Church  in  Levit- 
town.  Pa.  celebrated  the  paying  off  of  its  mortgage 
on  the  parsonage  at  29  Jadewood  Road  with  a 
Mortgage  Burning  Ceremony.  Participating  in  the 
service  were:  Rodger  Rhodes,  moderator  of  the 
Church,  who  read  Psalm  126  and  emphasized  verse 
3,    "The   LORD   hath    done   great    things   for   us 


whereof  we  are  glad;"  Sam  Anderson,  represent- 
ative of  the  Pennsylvaniia  District  Mission  Board, 
who  brought  congratulations  and  remarks  from 
the  board;  Robert  Adams,  Chairman  of  the 
church's  Board  of  Trustees  and  Financial  Secre- 
tary, who  commented  aboiut  the  parsonage  and 
thanked  the  people  for  their  support;  Evan 
Cutshall,  member  of  the  Trustees  of  the  church 
when  the  parsonage  was  bought,  who  struck  the 
match  and  lit  the  mortgage;  and  Pastor  James 
Dcnahoo  Who  led  in  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  and 
praise. 

Some  facts  conoemiinig  the  Parsonage  are  in- 
teresting. The  property  was  purchased  in  AprU, 
1963  for  $12,500  and  a  30-year  mortgage  for  $11,800 
was  carried  on  it.  However,  the  Church  was  able 
to  pay  it  off  in  12  years.  Presently,  the  property 
is  valued  at  over  $30,000.  It  was  the  dedicated, 
faithful  support  of  the  church's  members  and  the 
many  years  of  support  from  the  National  and 
District  Mission  Boards  that  ;made  'the  Mortgage 
Burning  a  reality. 

Indeed,  "The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for 
us"  in  Levittown.  We  are  glad  and  we  "Praise 
the  Lord."  The  Brethren  Church  in  Levittown  is 
approximately  15  years  old  and  the  paying  off 
of  the  parsonage  was  a  small  but  significant  step 
in  its  progress  and  development. 

James  Donahoo 
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Winding   Waters   Enlarges   Staff 


to 


Fred  Finks,  Sue  Ellen  Barnes, 
Don  Snell 


Winding  Waters  Brethren  Churah,  111  W.  Mid- 
lake  Rd.,  Elkhart,  Ind.  has  hired  two  assistants 
for  a  new  and  enlarged  summer  ministry.  Don 
Snell  will  be  Assistant  to  the  Pastor  and  work  in 
the  area  of  Lay  Leadership  and  Youth.  Sue  Ellen 
Barnes  wiU  work  in  the  area  of  Music  and  Youth. 

Don  SneU  is  a  graduate  of  Manchester  College 
and  was  a  teacher  if  or  2^2  years  in  the  Elkhart 
Community  Schools.  In  1972,  he  began  work  with 
Campus  Crusade  in  Southern  California,  serving 
as  the  Director  for  the  entire  team  of  InterculturaJ 
Ministries  on  the  Cal  State  Campus.  In  the  past 
year  and  a  half,  Don  has  been  involved  in  the 
work  among  the  American  Indians,  alongside  his 


by  Fred  J.  Fink: 
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campus  involvement.  In  this  work,  he  has  taught 
classes  and  developed  a  booklet  called,  "The  Com- 
plete Circle,"  for  use  in  leading  the  American 
Indian  to  Christ.  Don  is  married  and  he  and  his 
wife,  Mary  have  3  children.  Following  the  summer 
ministry,  the  Snells  wiU  move  to  Ashljmd,  where 
Don  will  begin  work  at  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary. 

Sue  Ellen  Barnes  oomes  from  Tucson,  Ariz. 
where  she  is  a  senior  at  Canyon  Del  Oro  in  Tucson. 
Sue  has  been  active  in  school  activities  and  is  a 
member  of  the  oheerleading  team,  Bible  Club,  and 
National  Honor  Society.  She  was  also  a  member 
of  the  gymnastic  team.  Sue  has  been  active  in 
church  affairs,  serving  as  District  President  of 
the  Southwest  Dist.  Brethren  Youth  and  actively 
involved  in  her  Church  in  Tucson. 

A  new  Ministry  which  both  Don  and  Sue  wiU 
work  with  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Fred  Finks  is  "Play- 
Break",  an  Afternoon  for  Junior  Youth  to  come 
for  Bible  Study,  Recreation,  Fun,  and  Singing. 

Don    will    be    instrumental    in   imple'menting 
Lay  Witness  Training  for  the  laity  of  the  WindingJ 
Waters   Church.   Don  has  had  much  training 
this  area  with  Crusade.  Don  wiU  also  fulfill  many 
other  obhgations  including  Youth  work. 
Sue  will   be  an  asset  in  the  area  of  Music  and 
Junior  Youth.  She  has  an  enthusiasm  that  draws! 
the  kids  close  to  her,  and  her  abUity  to  convey 
the  love  of  Christ  is  a  real  joy  for  aU  to  see. 

We  at  Winding  Waters  are  happy  to  have  both 
Don  and  Sue  as  a  part  of  our  Team  Ministry  for 
the  Summer  and  pray  God's  blessings  on  them  as 
they  continue  in  His  Work. 


GARBER  BRETHREN,  ASHLAND,  OHIO 


Quite  a  bit  has  been  accomplished  in  repairing 
and  the  undertaking  of  major  improvement  for 
the  church  and  later  on,  the  parsonage.  This  has 
'been  possible  by  the  dedicated  efforts  of  memlbers 
and  friends  of  the  church  both  in  underwriting 
the  costs  by  giving  above  the  regular  tithe  and 
by  voluntary  labor  in  many  ways. 

As  some  e.xamples  are  the  purchase  and  instal- 
lation of  insulation  and  storm  windows;  granting 
use  of  truck  to  haul  gravel  for  driveways  etc.; 
purchasing  of  reliable  second-hand  equipment  for 
mamtence  of  grounds  and  building. 

The  ladies  of  the  congregation  have  also  found 
many  ways  to  assist  in  these  projects  by  way  oif 
a  lunch  counter  at  an  auction  sale,  a  sidewalk 
table   in   the   downtown   business   district   during 


"Old-fashioned   Days  Sale";   porch   sales  and  the 
purchase  of  new  drapes  for  some  class-rooms. 

The  Ordination  of  the  jjastor,  Ralph  CJibson 
was  held  on  June  1.  Pastor  Gibson  and  wife  Bonnie 
will  be  going  to  Roanoke,  Indiana  to  accept  a  call 
to  the  pastorate  there. 

Robert  Payne,  a  Seminary  student  and  member  ] 
of  the  Garber  congregation  for  the  past  year  will 
be    assuming    the   pastorate   of   Garber  Brethren 
as  of  July  1.  He  and  his  wife  Connie  will  be  oc- 
cupying the  parsonage. 

The  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  in 
June  and  was  very  well  attended  considering  the 
small  membership.  Pastor  Gibson  directed  the 
VBS  with  Mrs.  Gibson  assisting  as  Director  of 
Music. 
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by  J.   Perry   Dee+er 


TAKING   GOD   INTO  ACCOUNT 
JAMES   4:11-5:6 


In  the  Scripture  for  this  lesson,  James  brings 
to  our  attention  three  specific  ways  in  which  we 
are  to  take  God  into  account:  in  how  we  talk 
about  people  (4:11,  12) ;  in  planning  for  the  future 
(4:13-17);  and  in  our  attitude  toward  money  (5: 
1-6). 

In  verse  11,  James  tells  us  that  lif  we  speak  evil 
of  a  ibrotiher,  we  are  judging  ihim.  We  are  not  only 
Violating  Jesus'  command  to  "judge  not"  (Matt. 
7:1),  but  we  are  implying  that  God  is  inadequate 
in  His  judging.  T'he  Giver  of  the  law  is  the  only 
true  and  ultimate  j  udge,  who  alone  ihas  the  power 
to  save  and  to  destroy  (v.  12).  ilf  we  judge  a  per- 
son by  criticizing  or  "talking  against"  him,  we  do 
so  on  insufficient  evidence.  We  do  not  know  all 
things  about  everyone,  but  God  does,  so  we  must 
let  Him  do  the  judging.  If  each  one  of  us  keeps 
in  miind  What  God  expects  of  us,  and  we  strive 
to  live  up  to  ithese  expectations,  we  wiU  be  so 
busy  that  we  will  not  (have  time  to  judge  or  criti- 
cize others. 

The  second  area  in  wihidh  we  are  to  take  God 
into  account  is  in  planning  for  our  future  James 
is  not  condemning  the  making  of  plans  for  the 
future.  He  is  telling  us  that  when  we  plan,  we 
are  not  to  rely  on  our  own  self-sufficiency,  but  we 
must  try  to  seek  God's  will  for  our  lives.  God 
knows  the  end  from  the  beginning,  and  takes  into 
account  all  the  factors  about  which  we  can  only 
guess. 

Our  life  is  ibrief.  "You  aire  just  a  vapor  that 
appears  for  a  little  while  and  then  vanishes  away" 
(v.  14).  Since  our  life  here  on  earth  is  so  short, 
we  need  to  consult  God  in  planning  ahead,  be- 
cause only  He  can  ena;ble  us  to  use  to  the  best 
advantage  Whatever  time  He  puts  at  our  disposal. 

Not  only  is  life  short,  but  it  is  uncertain,  too. 
Verse  '14  also  teUs  us  that  we  do  not  know  what 
our  life  will  be  like  tomoorow.  Therefore,  it  is  the 
heigJit  of  pKresumption  for  us  to  assume  that  we 
wiiU  be  able  to  carry  out  our  plans.  We  do  not 
know  when  our  life  here  will  come  to  an  end,  or 
When  Sonne  oircumstance  might  make  a  great 
change  in  our  way  of  life.  So  when  we  do  make 
plans  for  ithis  uncertain  future,  we  must  not  be 
too  "final"  about  them.  We  must  keep  in  mind 
that  our  plans  are  subject  to  God's  ^interruptions 
and  alterations.  We  must  continually  be  open  to 
the  'Lord's  guidance.  How  He  gives  this  guidance 
will  probably  be  different  for  each  oif  us.  In  most 
cases,  it  wUl  likely  come  in  the  form  of  a  quiet 
conviction   about    the    course    of   action   that   we 


should  follow,  and  perhaps  He  will  confirm  it  with 
various   circumstantial  developments. 

Chapter  4  concludes  with  the  admonition  ithat 
if  we  know  what  is  right  to  do,  and  fail  to  do  it, 
we  are  sinning.  Therefore,  it  is  not  enough  to 
know  that  we  should  take  God's  wDl  into  account. 
We  must  actuailly  do  so,  or  we  are  sinning. 

We  now  coime  to  that  sometimes  touchy  subject 
of  our  money,  and  how  we  are  to  take  God  into 
account  in  our  attitude  toward  it.  We  must  not 
assume  that  James  is  speaking  only  to  the  very 
rich  in  these  verses  (5:1-6).  James  was  writing 
to  people  who  had  more  than  they  needed  of  this 
world's  goods.  I  believe  that  most  of  us  would 
fall  into  this  category,  whether  or  not  we  are  al- 
ways wiUing  to  admit  it. 

James  did  not  condemn  the  men  that  he  was 
writing  to  for  being  wealthy.  He  condemned  them 
for  the  way  they  had  acquired  their  money  and 
for  the  way  they  were  using  it.  He  seems  to  con- 
demn the  pactice  of  storing  up  money  at  com- 
pound interest  merely  to  "rust"  Sind  become 
"moth-eaten"  while  others  suffer  far  the  lack  of 
what  this  money  could  do  for  them. 

We  all  know  that  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  have 
a  certain  amount  of  money,  but  we  also  know  that 
money  cannot  buy  health  or  happiiness.  We  ^must 
realize  that  we  are  stewards  of  wihat  we  have  and 
that  all  our  money  and  possessions  really  belong 
to  God,  so  we  must  take  Him  into  account  in  the 
way  in  which  we  use  our  money.  If  we  spend  all 
our  money  selfishly  on  ourselves  and  our  own 
pleasure,  then  we  are  not  good  stewards.  We  will 
have  to  give  an  accounting  to  God  if  we  are  self- 
ish wiith  our  money,  wihen  we  should  be  helping 
those  who  lack  life's  necessities. 

In  closing,  here  is  a  question  for  you  to  think 
about,  or  if  you  are  using  this  article  in  your 
laymen's  meeting,  you  may  be  able  to  have  a  good 
discussion  about  it. 

In  the  face  of  the  extreme  poverty  in  many 
parts  of  the  world  today,  with  multitudes  going 
to  bed  hungry  every  night,  do  you  think  a  Chris- 
tian is  justified  in  building  a  $150,000  house  or 
in  spending  $10,000  for  a  car  ?  Defend  your  answer. 
In  thinking  about  this,  remember  that  there  are 
two  sides  to  every  quesstion.  We  must  not  be  too 
quick  to  judge  the  Christian  who  might  spend  his 
money  in  this  manner.  We  would  be  judging  on 
insufficient  evidence,  as  stated  earlier.  Remember 
ailso,  that  in  the  final  analysis,  how  a  person  uses 
his  money  is  a  question  which  he  must  settle  with 
God,  to  'Whom  he  will  give  an  account. 
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DOCTRINE 


by  Dr.  John  F.  Locke 


A  digest  pertaining  to  Brethrex  Docti'ijial 
practices  has  been  compiled  from  the  Appli- 
cation portioyi  of  the  Brethren  Class  Qiuir- 
terly  which  was  puhUshed  a  few  years  ago 
relative  to  lessons  in  Brethren  Doctrine. 
This  digest  will  be  published  in  two  parts 
and  it  is  hoped  that  this  undated  mcderial 
will  he  utilized  as  a  possible  elective  course 
iyt  the  Siindaij-Schools  or  a  source  of  infor- 
mative rnaterial  for  classes  of  members  new 
to  the  Brethren  Church. 

Since  the  normal  print  run  o  f quarterlies 
was  doubled  at  the  time  of  the  publishing  of 
this  series,  there  is  an  ample  supply  available. 

Pent  / 


THE  BIBLE,  THE  WHOLE  BIBLE, 
AND  NOTHING  BUT  THE  BIBLE 

From  their  earliest  beginnings  the  Breth- 
ren have  been  students  of  the  Bible.  Search- 
ing the  Scriptures  made  them  a  people  of 
practical  religion  rather  than  speculative 
theology.  Historians  tell  us  that  they  believe 
those  who,  "with  open  and  unbiased  mind 
gave  themselves  earnestly,  sincerely,  and 
regularly  to  a  prayerful  study  of  the  Bible, 
would  be  led  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  understand 
its  message,  and  would  find  pardon,  peace, 
and  salvation  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ; 
and  would  obey  its  teachings"  (J.  E.  Miller, 
The  Story  of  our  Church). 

The  Brethren  believed  that  common  peo- 
ple could  understand  the  teaching  of  God's 
inspired  Book  and  they  acted  on  that  as- 
sumption. I  would  not  imply  for  a  moment 
that  Brethren  are  the  only  people  in  history 
whose  uncomplicated  faith  was  anchored  to 
and  built  upon  the  belief  in  the  inspiration 
and  authority  of  the  Bible.  Great  is  the  com- 
pany of  those  who  have  been  made  and 
molded  and  blessed  by  the  Bible,  who  read 
it  to  be  wise,  believed  it  to  be  saved,  and 
who  practiced  it  to  be  holy. 

It  is  sheer  tragedy  for  a  nation  molded 
in  greatness  by  the  Bible  to  go  against  it. 
To  get  back  to  God  means  we  have  to  get 
back  to  the  Bible.  Our  Bible  loving  and  be- 
lieving fathers  did  well  at  this.  Let  history 
repeat  itself! 


THE  NATUKE  OF  THE  CHURCH 

The  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians  sets  forth" 
the  church  in  divine  blueprint — the  kind  of 
a  church  God  wants  the  world  to  see. 

There  is  a  pressure  on  in  the  world  today 
against  the  exclusiveness  of  the  Gospel.  The 
Gospel,  it  is  true,  is  both  universal  and 
exclusive. 

The  supreme  business  of  God  in  this  age 
is  the  calling  out  of  a  people  for  His  name, 
the  gathering  of  the  church.  Of  course  the 
adversary,  "that  old  deluder  Satan,"  knows 
the  best  way  to  destroy  the  church's  effec- 
tiveness is  to  deflect  it  from  its  mission, 
purpose  and  goal.  The  church  should  help 
each  individual  Christian  to  arrive  at  the 
fullness  of  the  stature  of  Christ.  Encourag- 
ing Bible  study  is  part  of  it  as  is  seen  in 
the  pictures  of  what  the  church  should  be, 
"the  ecclesia  of  God,"  God's  commonwealth, 
Christ's  body  of  which  He  is  the  head,  the 
habitation  of  God  through  the  spirit. 
THE  MARKS  OF  THE  CHURCH 

How  would  you  answer  the  question: 
"What  is  the  church?"  One  way  to  answer 
would  be  to  tell  what  the  church  does  and 
what  it  did  in  its  earliest  years.  The  church 
traces  its  commission  directly  to  its  Head 
and  Founder,  Jesus  Christ,  Who  said  on  the 
evening  of  the  day  He  arose  from  the  dead 
to  the  gathered  disciples:  "As  my  Father 
hath  sent  me,  even  so  send  I  you."  To  set 
men  free  from  the  guilt,  power  and  burden 
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of  sin  is  the  great  first  work  of  the  church. 
All  else  the  church  may  do  must  be  incidental 
to  that! 

The  world  needs  people  who  will  possess 
such  a  determination  to  do  the  work  of 
Christ.  The  story  of  the  early  Brethren  begin- 
nings shows  them  to  have  been  able  to  make 
the  way  of  Christian  faith  and  practice  so 
reasonable  that  people  desired  to  come  under 
the  rule  of  God.  It  will  always  be  the  business 
of  the  church  to  mtroduce  people  to  Christ — 
to  present  everyone  perfect  in  Him. 

The  church  provides  us  with  opportunities 
and  necessities  of  infinite  value.  One  of 
these  is  the  opportunity  to  pray  for  certain 
objectives.  There  is  nothing  you  can  belong 
to  which  provides  you  with  so  much  as  the 
church ! 
ALL  YE  ARE  BRETHREN 

One  of  the  conditions  of  discipleship  is 
counting  the  cost.  The  early  Brethren  lifted 
up  this  phrase  for  emphasis  until  it  became 
very  familiar  to  all  who  came  in  contact  with 
them.  In  their  determination  to  live  out  the 
teachings  of  the  New  Testament  as  they 
understood  them,  they  had  to  count  the  cost, 
for  both  the  wrath  of  church  and  state  was 
brought  down  on  their  defenseless  heads. 
Some  suffered  being  robbed  of  their  goods, 
others  had  to  endure  bonds  and  prisons. 
"Count  well  the  cost,"  wrote  a  friend  of 
Alexander  Mack.  One  of  the  earliest  hymns 
of  the  Brethren  was  titled,  "Count  the  Cost." 

The  idea  of  not  leaving  partly  built  towers 
as  our  memorials  became  a  part  of  Brethren 
heritage  from  Schwarzenau  in  1708.  To 
build  the  structure  of  our  life's  character 
and  faith  on  the  same  foundations  the 
Brethren  have  discovered  to  be:  "the  faith 


once  delivered  unto  the  saints"  seems  the 
highest  wisdom  for  today. 

The  nature  and  meaning  of  discipleship 
as  set  forth  in  Matthew  23:8-12  has  proved 
to  be  very  influential  in  Brethren  history. 
The  words  "one  is  your  Master  and  all  ye 
are  brethren,"  caused  the  one  who  had  led 
in  the  expounding  of  The  Word  to  be  very 
careful  not  to  do  anything  to  it  at  the  first 
Baptism.  They  cast  lots  amid  fasting  and 
prayer  to  determine  which  of  four  men 
should  baptize  the  brother  "who  so  earnestly 
desired  to  be  baptized  by  the  Church  of 
Christ.  They  pledged  their  word  to  one 
another,  however,  that  no  one  should  ever 
reveal  who  had  been  first  among  them  to 
administer  the  rite,  so  that  no  one  should 
ever  call  them  by  the  name  of  any  man." 
Dr.  John  S.  Flory  further  tells  us  in  his 
highly  informing  book.  Literary  Activity  of 
the  Brethren  in  the  Eighteenth  Century  that 
they  kept  the  day  of  the  week  date  and  the 
month  secret.  All  we  know  is  eight  were  bap- 
tized in  the  early  morning  in  the  river  Eder, 
Schwartzenau,  1708.  Mack  did  not  want  a 
denomination  named  after  him.  All  men  are 
brethren  both  in  station  and  in  need.  There 
is  one  Father,  that  is  God.  There  is  one  Mas- 
ter, Christ.  The  rest  of  us  are  brethren — a 
lovely  name  for  us  to  live  up  to,  in  Christian 
brotherhood  and  lowliness. 

The  Brethren  believed  that  a  religion  of 
ostentation  is  a  false  religion.  As  humble 
followers  of  the  Master  they  sought  to  obey 
Him  m  all  things  so  they  became  a  church 
in  which  piety  and  spirituality  had  free 
course  and  they  practiced  New  Testament 
brotherhood.  They  viewed  pride  for  what 
it  is — a  deadly  sin. 


ASHLAND,  Ohio,  June  7— Dr.  Owen  H.  Alderfer, 
professor  oif  churdh  history  at  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary,  is  the  author  of  two  recent  publications, 
including  a  book,  "Called  to  Obedience,"  published 
by  Evangel  Press  of  Nappanee,  Ind. 

The  second  publication  is  a  chapter  included  in 
Paul  HO'Stetler's  book,  "Perfect  Love  and  War." 
Dr.  Alderfer's  contribution  is  entitled,  "A  Theology 
of  War  and  Peace  as  Related  to  Perfect  Love:  A 


Case  for  Non  Participation  in  War."  This  volume 
is  also  a  publication  of  Evangel  Press. 

The  seminary  professor,  who  has  been  listed  in 
"Who's  Who  in  Religion,"  is  a  graduate  of  Upland 
College,  Asbury  Theological  Seminary  and  Olare- 
mont  Graduate  School. 

During  the  last  half  of  1974,  Dr.  Alderfer  was 
on  sabbatical  as  a  Fellow  in  the  Church  History 
Department   of   Yale   University  Divinity  School. 
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World   Reiigious   News 

in   Review 


EPA  ANNOUNCES  BICENTENNIAL 
CREATIVE    WRITING    CONTEST 

LA  CANADA,  Calif.  (EP)  —  A  "Bicenitennial 
Creative  Writing  Contest"  was  announced  at  tiie 
mid-May  convention  of  the  Evangelical  Press 
Association. 

Open  to  members  and  friends,  the  contest  offers 
an  award  of  $200  for  the  first  place  winner. 

Writers  must  submit  an  original,  exclusive 
piece  from  1,200  to  1,500  words  emphasizing  the 
religious  heritage  of  the  United  States.  The  dead- 
line is  Sept.  30,  1975. 

In  addition  to  the  first  prize,  second  and  ithird 
place  winners  wUl  receive  $75  for  material  which 
will  be  offered  member  editors  through  EPA's 
syndication  service. 

APATHY  NO.  1  PROBLEM  IN 
AlVIERICA,    SAYS    NAE    HEAD 

OAK  BROOK,  111.  (EP)— Although  Americans 
are  troubled  gener2dly  by  growing  despair,  the 
executive  director  of  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals  told  215  editors  convened  here  by 
the  Evangelical  Press  Association  that  the  over- 
whelming problem  is  apathy  toward  finding 
solutions. 

Dr.  Billy  A.  Melvin,  addressing  the  "Higher 
Goals"  award  luncheon  during  the  27th  EPA 
convention,  said  evangelicals  are  included  in  those 
with  too  much  apathy,  making  up  one  of  th9 
largest  voting  blocs  yet  doing  little  to  exhort 
Christians  to  use  their  privileges  and  vote. 

The  head  of  NAE's  service  constituency  total- 
ling 3.5  million  people  touched  on  the  issues  of 
pornography,  the  decriminalization  of  marijuana 
usage,  abortion,  the  school  prayer  bill  before 
Congress,  the  "open  government  act"  (lobbying), 
and  tax  reform. 

WYCLLFFE  TRANSLATORS  SEE  FOUR 
MORE   TESTAMENTS  PUBLISHED 

HUNTINGTON  BEACH,  Calif.  (EP)  —  Four 
more  New  Testaments  have  been  added  to  Wycliffe 
Bible  Translators'  growing  list  of  publisihed,  trans- 
lated Schlptures. 

Three  in  languages  of  Papua  New  Guinea — 
Daga,  Fore  and  Wantoat — were  dedicated  during 
March.  The  fourth,  in  the  Mansaka  language  of 
the  Philippines,  came  off  presses  in  late  April. 

These  four  bring  to  49  the  number  of  published 
New  Testaments  completed  by  Wycliffe  trans- 
lators. Who  are  at  work  in  more  than  600  either 
languages  in  29  countries. 


HATFIELD  DECRIES  MILITARY,  URGES 
WORLD  BALANCE  OF  FOOD 

OAK  BROOK,  ni.  (EP)— After  challenging  215 
editors  and  publishers  to  apply  their  Christian 
ethics  to  political  questions,  U.S.  Senator  Mark 
O.  Hatfield  warned  that  oversubscription  of  mil- 
itary arms  must  stop  and  global  balance  of  food 
must  begin. 

"I'd  not  vote  for  sending  our  military  mlg*ht 
into  any  part  of  the  world  to  solve  any  political 
problem,"  the  Oregon  Republican  Congressman 
told  conventioners  of  the  Evangelical  Press  Asso- 
ciation. "We  need  to  get  out  of  bilateral 
relationships." 

Mr.  Hatfield,  who  gave  the  keynote  address  here 
at  the  27th   annual  convention  of  EPA,  said  he 
would    instead    send    diplomats,    and    send    themj 
now,  to  seek  to  assure  enough  food  for  undevel-| 
oped  nations. 

It  was  his  conviction,  he  said,  that  if  'the  U.S. 
had  worked  to  develop  better  agricultural  methods 
in  Southeast  Asia,  rather  than  "plowing  $150 
billion  into  that  rathole,"  we  would  have  a  'base  to- 
day from  which  to  work. 

The  Baptist  layman  urged  his  fellow  believers 
to  show  "love  in  action"  through  "the  Church 
dispersed." 


CIA   SCORED   FOR 
JEOPARDIZING  IVHSSIONS 

NEW  YORK  (EP)  —  American  missionaries 
abroad,  whose  outreach  depends  upon  trust  and 
confidence,  report  that  recent  disclosures  of  CIA 
activity  damage  their  efforts. 

"It  creates  suspicions  and  puts  the  missionaries 
in  a  precarious  position,"  isays  the  Rev.  Charles 
P.  Davignon  of  the  Catholic  Foreign  Mission 
Sociey  of  America.  "Our  work  has  been  put  under 
kind  of  a  shadow." 

George  W.  Cornell,  AP  Religion  Writer,  says 
that  similar  anxieties  have  arisen  in  numerous 
missionary  agencies,  both  Protestant  and  CtathoMc, 
as  accumulating  information  emerges  about  under- 
cover CIA  intervention  in  the  affairs  of  foreign 
nations — particularly  in  Latin  America." 

EpiscopaUan  missionary  William  Wlpfler  ad- 
mits: "A  lot  of  'missionaries  are  nervous  about 
it.  We  see  signs  it  oooild  begin  ithe  dosing  of 
doors." 

A  total  of  some  42,500  American  missionaries 
work  overseas — 35,000  of  them  Protestant,  7,500 
Catholics.  Some  12,000  work  in  Latin  America. 


August  9,  1975 

Paul  E.  Little, 
Champion  of  Students,  Dies 


Paul  Little,  well-known  evangelist,  teacher  and 
author,  died  in  an  automohile  accident  near  Barrie, 
Ontario,  July  9,  1975.  He  was  en  route  to  Toronto 
for  a  speaking  engagement,  accompanied  by  his 
son,  Paul,  Jr.,  who  sustained  head  injuries.  His 
wife  Marie  and  daughter  Deborah   also  survive. 

Little  was  born  December  30,  1928.  His  father, 
Robert  J.  Little,  was  known  to  thousands  in  the 
midwest  as  the  Radio  Pastor  of  the  Air  of  Moody 
Bible  Institute. 

As  a  student  in  the  Wharton  School  of  Finance 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  he  was  a  leader 
with  the  young  Inter-Varsity  Christian  Fellowship 
movement.  In  1950  he  joined  tihe  staiff  of  Inter- 
Varsity,  quickly  making  a  mark  as  "chaimpion  of 
students." 

During  'his  quarter-century  ministry  with  Inter- 
Varsity  he  held  positioois  of  Regional  Director  of 
ithe  South  Central  Region,  Director  of  International 
Student  Ministry,  Interim  Field  Director,  Director 
of  Evangelism  and  Assistant  to  the  President.  He 
also  held  an  M.A.  degree  in  Biblical  Literature 
from  Wheaton  College  and  was  currently  working 
on  his  doctoral  dissertation  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Ph.  D.  from  New  York  University. 

Ld'ttle  headed  up  the  outreach  to  college  and 
university  students  in  several  metropolitan  cru- 
sades of  tihe  Billy  Graham  Evangelistic  Associa- 
tion. In  1973-74  he  was  loaned  to  -the  BGEA  to 
serve  as  Associate  Director  for  the  International 
Congress  on  World  Evangelization,  held  in 
Lausanne,  Switzerland.  He  currently  held  the 
position  of  Associate  Professor  of  Evangelism  at 
Trinity  Evangelical  Divinity  School  in  Deerfield, 
Illinois 

His  best-selling  books,  How  to  Give  Away  Your 
Faith,  Know  Why  You  Believe,  and  Know  What 
You  Believe,  developed  out  of  world-wide  experi- 
ence in  answering  questions  of  boith  Christian  and 
non-Christian  students.  A  study  in  perpetual  mo- 
tion. Little  quickly  discovered  the  'hidden  ques- 
tions underlying  the  ones  verbalized.  His  incisive, 
pithy  answers  came  in  never-to-be-forgotten 
phrases.  Student  generations  came  and  went,  cul- 
tural trends  Changed,  and  new  theologies  sprang 
up,  tout  :his  message  was  always  the  same  .  .  . 
simple,  yet  profound.  He  himself  lived  life  "to  the 
hilt"  as  he  cailled  students  to  total  commitment 
to  Jesus  Christ. 

Addressing  over  12,000  delegates  at  URBANA 
70,  Little  stated,  "I  far  prefer  the  term,  'affirm 
the  will  of  God.'  If  we  had  any  sense  at  all,  every- 
one of  us  would  affirm  God's  wUl  with  confidence 
and  with  joy  and  deep  satisfaction.  ...  It  involves 
eliminating  any  holdout  areas  in  your  life — a 
ralationsihip,  an  ambition,  a  qualification." 

In  Churches,  conferences  and  on  campuses  from 
coast  to  coast  'in  the  U.S.  and  Canada,  Little  in- 
spired his  audiences  to  aggressive.  Biblical  evan- 
gelism. His  phrases  became  by-words  as  posters 
went  up  in  doirmitories  and  at  book  tables.  He 
pioneered  Inter- Varsity's  annual  evangelistic  beach 
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activity  in  1961  when  he  offered  to  city  otfflcials 
in  Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida,  the  assistance  of 
Inter-Varsity  staff  and  students,  "giving  away 
their  faith,"  to  counteract  Easter  week  riots.  He 
had  been  the  key  speaker  in  major  evanigeUstlc 
missions  in  European,  African  and  Latin  American 
universities. 

Little  was  not  only  a  key  speaker  at  successive 
Inter-Varsity  Missionary  Conventions,  but  also 
served  as  director  for  the  1970  convention.  In  re- 
sponse to  his  challenge  to  total  cornmitment  to 
Jesus  Christ — inoluiding  finances — delegates  at 
URBANA  73  gave  and  pledged  $300,000  for  stu- 
dent evangelism  overseas. 

Thousands  of  his  booklet.  Guide  to  International 
Friendship,  have  been  distributed  to  Christian 
individuals  and  families  recognizing  the  potential 
for  spreading  the  Gospel  around  the  world  through 
international  students. 

"Paul  was  a  man  of  great  gifts:  evangelist,  ad- 
ministrator, author,  speaker,  friend.  We  wiLll  miss 
him  sorely,"  commented  Jo'hn  W.  Alexander, 
president  of  Inter-Varsity  Christian  Fellowship. 
"No  one  can  take  his  place,  but  IVCF  is  estab- 
lishing the  Paul  LitUe  Student  Evangelism  Fund 
as  a  memorial." 

Paul  Little  may  well  have  echoed  the  great 
apostle  and  servant  of  Jesus  Christ  whose  name 
he  bore:  "For  to  me  to  live  is  Christ,  and  to  die 
is  gain.  If  it  is  to  be  life  in  the  flesh,  that  means 
fruitful  labor  for  me.  .  .  .  My  desire  is  to  depart 
and  be  with  Christ,  for  that  is  far  better."  (Phil. 
1:21-23) 


Page  Thirty-two 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Ashland  Theologicail  Seminary 
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Believe  it  or  not — some  of  our  customers, 
many  of  them  Brethren,  do  not  pay  their 
accounts  promptly,  so  THE  BRETHREN 
PUBLISHING  COMPANY  must  use  cash 
available  to  try  to  keep  their  own  accounts 
current.  Therefore,  cash-flow  is  being 
utilized  that  could  be  working  for  the 
Lord. 


FACT — ^We  could  not  afford  to  borrow 
from  the  banks  to  supplement  our  operat- 
ing capital  even  if  it  was  available  from 
banks  these  days,  therefore  we  are  relying 
on  the  faithful  members  for  prayer 
support  in  addition  to  more  financial 
support  to  help  us  in  tihis  time  of  need. 
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Due  to  a  change  in  the  listing  in  the  telephone 
directory  many  of  the  calls  both  locall  and  long 
distance  are  being  put  through  the  Print  Shop 
office.  In  order  to  expedite  any  calls  to  the  Book- 
store or  for  Sunday  isohool  curirioulum  material 
we  are  publishing  the  Bookstore  number  to  be 
called.  This  number  is: 

(419)  289-0325 

Your  consideration  in  caUing  this  number  for 
transactions  in  the  Bookstore  or  Sunday  school 
department  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

The  number  to  call  for  the  printshop  is  (419) 
289-2611. 


Our  future  as  a  nation  is  going  to  depend  not 

so  muoh  on  what  happens  in  outer  space  as  on 

what  happens  in  inner  space — ^the  space  betweeni 

the  ears  and  in  the  soul.  I 

— Alfred  Arens         ] 

Friendliness  is  contagious.  The  trouble  is,  many 
of  us  wait  to  catch  it  from  someone  else,  when  we 
might  better  be  giving  them  a  chance  to  catch  it 
from  us. 

— 'Donald  L.  Laird 

The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God;  and  the 
firmament  sheweth  His  handiwork.     Psalm  19:1 

Let's  not  be  "ho-hum"  about  it  or  take  it  for 
granted. — 

If  spring  came  but  once  in  a  century,  instead 
of  once  a  year,  or  burst  forth  with  the  sound  o| 
an  earthquake,  and  not  in  silence,  what  wonde 
and  expectation  there  would  be  in  all  hearts 
behold  the  miraculous  change. 

— ^Longfellow 

COVER — Letterpress  production  of 
General  Conferevce  Program 


Augrust  33,  1975 


By  ihe  Way 


C3>4B= 


=•*-«=» 


Page  Three 


VISION  FOR  GROWTH 


It's  exciting  to  be  a  part  oif  the  work  God  is 
doing  today.  I  don'it  thdnik  there  is  any  other  time 
that  I  would  rather  ibe  alive  and  working  for  the 
Lord  .than  right  now!  As  we  hear  reports  of  what 
the  Hoiy  Spirit  is  doing  in  churches  around  the 
world,  as  we  hear  lof  new  places  opening  up  to 
the  Gospel,  as  we  participate  in  the  awakening 
in  our  own  Church  we  can  do  no'thing  but  praise 
the  Lord  for  His  goodness . 

During  the  General  Coriferenoe  we  w-ere  able 
to  share  in  the  happenings  of  other  churches.  We 
were  able  to  understanid,  through  our  conversation 
with  friends  from  other  churdhes,  some  of  the 
movings  of  the  Spirit  throughout  the  ^bratherhood. 
Then  we  returned  to  our  own  hiomes,  filled  with 
enthusiasm  to  "let  it  happen"  here. 

The  itkne  at  General  Conference  was  beautiful 
but  liow  do  we  share  now?  Do  we  wait  for  the 
next  time  that  we  are  all  able  to  get  together  for 
something,  even  to  next  year?  No,  this  is  one  of 
the  purposes  of  the  Brethren  Evaag-elist,  to  pass 
the  reports  from  one  congregation  to  another  "til 
the  whole  church  knows."  The  Brethren  Evang-elist 
is  ithe  only  publication  which  is  intended  for  all 
Brethren  homes  with  news  of  aU  Brethren  activi- 
ties. However,  before  we  can  share  the  news  we 
need  to  hear  it  ourselves.  We  need  for  each  of  the 
groups  to  let  us  know  what  is  (happening  in  their 
areas. 


But  to  share  we  need  more  th<an  people  to  give, 
we  need  also  to  receive.  Every  hoime  shoiuld  noi 
only  subscribe  to  the  Brethren  Evangelist  but 
also  should  read  the  news  and  articles  for  not  only 
is  there  the  sharing  of  what's  happening  but  also 
the  sharing  of  ideas  and  thoughts  through  the 
articles. 

The  Brethren  Evangelist  is  for  YOU.  It  is  for 
people  who  want  to  be  informed.  It  is  for  people 
who  are  interested  in  seeing  the  church  grow  and 
the  good  news  shared. 

We  also  need  you  to  share  with  us,  and  in  par- 
ticular this  month.  The  date  for  the  emphasis  on 
Brethren  Publications  has  been  changed  from 
January  to  September  so  our  appeal  for  your 
help  comes  four  months  early.  We  know  that 
change  is  sometimes  painful  but  we  anticipate 
your  whole  hearted  support.  We  ask  that  you 
anticipate  your  support  normally  given  in 
January  and  send  it  along  now  in  our  new  assigned 
month.  Your  offering  is  used  to  assist  in  the  cost 
of  .printing  .this  sharing  instrument  so  that  the 
subscription  price  is  within  the  range  of  aU. 

The  Brethren  Publishing  Company  is  growing 
along  with  the  church  in  general.  All  of  our  min- 
istries are  moving  out  in  faith,  backed  by  the 
wonderful  support  of  the  various  organizations 
at  General  Conference.  While  the  ibusiness  divis- 
ions of  the  Company  are  doing  their  share  towards 
the  communication  that  is  the  purpose  of  the 
oc'mpany,  they  are  also  sharing  in  the  cost  of  the 
Brethi-en  Evangelist  and  other  publications.  Thus 
your  Publication  Day  Offering  can  be  used  for 
other  materials  besides  the  magazine.  Yoiur  sup- 
port wiU  aUow  us  to  produce  even  imiore  of  the 
publications  needed  for  a  growing  churoh. 

Support  your  Brethren  publications  in  a  grow- 
ing way  by  yo^ur  prayers  and  offerings  today. 
John  D.  Rowsey 
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An  Expositive  View  of 
The  Brethren  Publishing  Co. 

Your  Publishing  Company  has  a  vital  role  to 
play  in  the  Brethren  Church  and  in  the  commun- 
ity and  surrounding  area  of  its  location  in 
Ashland,  Ohio.  Its  Board  members,  editorial  staff 
and  employees  realize  the  importance  of  its 
existence  and  are  dedicated  to  extending  the  out- 
reach of  its  purpose  to  the  fullest  extent. 


Missiona?'}/  out  reach  in  literature 

The  sign  above  the  entrance  way  to  the  Book- 
store reveals  the  services  that  are  available 
through  the  company.  At  the  outset,  the  Publishing 
Company's  interest  may  have  been  mainly  to 
print  the  doctrine  of  the  church  in  tract  and 
magazine.  The  magazine  still  honestly  attempts  to 
provide  continuity  and  communication  as  the 
church  organ.  Time  and  circumstances  have  added 
many  igreat  and  needed  responsibilities  to  those 
original  duties.  Literature  for  the  Sunday  Schools 
of  the  denomination  and  various  area  churches 
are  available.  In  addition  to  itbe  imprinted  Gospel 
Light  complete  curriculum  froon  cradle  roU  up  to 
adult  levell;  some  courses  from  Scripture  Press, 
Standard  Publishing  and  Union  Gospel  Publishing 
are  available. 

Vacation  Bible  School  curriculum  from  these 
three  publishers;  Gospel  Light,  Scripture  Press 
and  Standard  Publishing  are  available  in  season. 


The  Bookstore  has  become  far  more  than  jusif 
a  Bible  store.  Although  the  Holy  Scriptures  are 
still  regarded  as  the  best  seller  on  the  Mst  of 
books  handled,  many  helps  to  further  one's  know- 
ledge of  the  Bible  are  now  available  through  the 
medium  of  commentaries,  dictionaries,  concord- 
ances and  self  study  books  on  all  the  various 
books  of  God's  Holy  Word.  In  addition  to  these 
are  literary  guides  to  a  happy  Christian  marriage 
and  home.  Devotional  and  prayer  books,  children's 
books  on  the  Bible,  books  dealing  with  prophecies, 
cults,  isms.  Teaching  aids,  resourceboo'ks,  religious 
pictures.  Scripture  greeting  cards.  Church  and 
Sunday-School  suppUes. 

A  Christian  Bookstore  is  a  vital  segment  of 
our  society  today,  especially  if  the  battle  against 
immorality  is  to  be  fought  and  victory  for  Christ 
is  to  be  won.  Especially  encouraging  in  this  respect 
is  the  'trend  of  high  school  and  college  students 
in  increasing  numbers  jjatronizing  Christian 
Bookstores  even  if  it  may  be  just  to  browse 
'through  the  store  and  glancing  through  the  liter- 
ature on  display.  Also  most  encouraging  is  (the 
questions  that  many  are  asking  regarding  the 
Holy  Scriptures  and  Christian  literature.  Ques- 
tions that  definitely  reveal  a  genuine  desire  for 
guidance  and  advice  pertaining  to  Salvation.  (It 
is  also  true  that  bookstore  personnel  in  these 
stores  quite  often  are  enlightened  as  to  what  the 
younger  generation  is  looking  for  in  spiritual 
food). 


Beth  Barber  and  Ruth  Pyrch  packaging 
Sunday  School  material 


Food  for  the  spirit,  mind  and  soul 

Perhaps  the  greatest  contribution  any  Christian 
Bookstore  can  make  is  in  supplying  the  various 
types  lof  ammunition  needed  to  wage  the  war 
against  the  pornography  and  Oither  filthy  litera- 
ture on  secular  book  and  magazine  racks. 


Augrust  33,  1975 


Page  Five 


In  oommen'ting  aJbout  Printiog's  Bioenteniiial 
Heroes,  Edward  H.  Owen  writes  in  the  INLAND 
PRINTER  magazine:  "Mucli  of  the  making  of 
America  must  be  ca-edited  to  the  printer.  Dr.  David 
Ramsey,  a  contemporary  ihistocrian,  reinforces  this 
assessment:  'In  establisiiing  American  independ- 
ence, the  -pen  and  the  piress  had  a  merit  equal  to 
that  of  the  sword.'  " 

Writing  about  our  oiwn  Publishing  Interests, 
the  late  Dr.  A.  T.  Ronk  said  in  his  book  THE 
HISTORY  OF  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH:  "Let 
it  toe  said  as  a  truism,  that  the  denomination  could 
not  ihave  surrvlved  without  her  press." 


"Evangelist"  ready  for  addressing 


"Evangelist"  on  way  to  Post  Office 


Although  'minute  and  perhaps  antiquated  in 
com'parison  to  the  large  and  modem  'presises  in 
many  printing  establishments  today,  the  Publish- 
ing Company's  print-shop  is  providing  with 
capability  printing  services  to  the  boards  and 
local  churches  of  the  denomination,  to  various 
business  and  educational  establishments  in  the 
community,  and  in  the  printing  of  the  denomina- 
tional church  organ  THE  BRETHREN  EVAN- 
GELIST, the  Brethren  Quarterly  and  the  W.M.S. 
magazine  the  Women's  OUTLOOK. 


"Evangelist"  reaching  destination 


Customer  delivery  from  print  shop 

Certainly,  The  Word  of  God  would  never  have 
aoheived  its  outreach  in  the  world  with  its  many 
translations  were  it  not  for  the  printing  press. 
How  much  more  beneifiicial  to  have  ithe  WORiD 
read  around  the  world  than  "the  shot  heard  round 
the  world"  even  if  it  signaled  Two  Hundred  years 
of  Independence. 
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ORDINATION   SERVICE 

DALE  RUPERT  STOPFER 


Dale  R.  Stofler  was  ordained  into  the  Bretiiren 
ministry  in  the  Canton  Trinity  Brethren  Church 
on  July  20,  1975.  Ministers  officiating  in  the  ser- 
vice were  Elder  John  Byler,  Pastor  of  Trinity 
Brethren  Church,  Canton,  Ohio;  Elder  Delbert 
Flora,  Professor  of  New  Testament  and  Archaeo- 
logy at  Ashland  Theological  Seminary;  Elder  Jerry 
Flora,  Assistant  Professor  of  Christian  Theology 
at  Ashland  Theological  Seminary;  Elder  Joseph 
Shultz,  Vice  President  of  Ashland  College;  and 
Elder  Ronald  Waters,  Pastor  of  Massillon  Brethren 
Church,  Massillon,  Ohio. 

Dale  Stoffer,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  L. 
Stoffer,  was  born  December  27,  1950,  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  From  1952  to  1962  the  Stoffer  family  lived 
in  iHamden,  Connecticut,  where  they  attended 
The  Church  of  the  Redeemer   (Congregational). 

At  the  age  of  twelve,  Dale  accepted  Christ  as 
his  Lord  and  Savior  and  was  received  into  the 
membership  of  the  Canton  Trinity  Brethren 
Church.  In  1966  he  cammitted  his  life  to  full-time 
Christian  service. 

He  graduated  from  Glenwood  High  School  in 
1968  and  attended  Ashland  College.  Dale  received 
a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  with  majors  in  Psy- 
chology and  Religion  from  Ashland  College  in 
May  1972  and  received  a  Master  of  Divinity  degree 
from  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  in  June  1975. 

During  college  Dale  was  active  in  College  Choir, 
the  Honors  Program,  Summer  Crusaders  and 
Alpha  Theta  where  he  served  as  President.  In 
Seminary  he  served  as  President  of  the  Student 
Association  his  senior  year  and  has  been  active 
in  both  teaching  and  substitute  preaching.  For 
the  past  three  years  he  has  served  on  the  National 
Board  of  Christian  Education. 


On  June  9,  1973,  Dale  married  Marcia 
McPherson,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  E. 
MoPherson  of  Bellefontaine,  Ohio.  Maroia  received 
a  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Education  degree  from 
Ashland  College  in  1975.  She  has  been  employed 
as  secretary  for  the  National  Board  ol  Christian 
Education  since  1972. 

In  August  Dale  and  Marcia  will  move  to  Pasa- 
dena, California  where  Dale  will  begin  doctoral 
studies   at  Fuller  Theological  Seoiinary. 


EDITOR  ENCOURAGES  WISHFUL  WRITERS 

"You  Can  Tell  the  World:  New  Directions  for 
Christian  Writers"  by  Sherwood  Eliot  Wirt  with 
Ruth  McKinney  has  been  reviewed  by  Catharine 
Brandt.  Mrs.  Brandt  lives  in  St.  Paul,  and  is  the 
author  of  "The  Story  of  Christmas  for  ChUdren." 
and  "Praise  Goid  for  This  New  Day." 

Christians  have  a  stoiry  to  tell,  says  Sherwood 
Wirt.  They  are  to  write  that  story  in  a  new  and 
compelling  way,  not  to  obtain  personal  fulfill- 
ment, but  to  help  others  find  Jesus  as  Savior 
and  Lord. 

Readers  will  find  in  You  Can  Tell  the  World 

the  same  lucid  style  and  colorful  writing  as  in 
Dr.  Wirt's  editorials  and  articles  in  Decision  mag- 
azine and  in  his  published  books. 


Two  chapters  stress  the  importance  of  words: 
"The  Significance  of  Words"  and  "The  Effective 
Use  of  Words."  The  writer  is  a  craftsman,  says 
Sherwood  Wirt,  and  his  basic  material  is  words. 
Writers  "learn  which  words  are  clean  and  strong 
and  which  are  second-grade  lumber."  Chapter 
7,  "The  Light  Touch,"  and  Chapter  8,  "The  Strong 
Touch,"  are  especially  appealing. 

The  book  wLU  impel  wishful  writers  to  get 
started.  After  the  beginning  writer  masters 
various  elementary  skills  of  writing,  he  will  find 
in  this  book  the  stimulus  he  needs  to  stride  ahead. 
You  Can  Tell  the  World  will  be  especially  helpful 
to  writers  of  experience  who  have  collected  more 
rejection  slips  than  they  like,  and  to  all  others 
who  want  to  achieve  freshness  in  their  writing. 

A  writer  can,  if  he  follows  Sherwood  Wirt's 
suggestions,   "tell  the  world." 
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DOCTRINE 


by  Dr.  John  F.  Locke 


The  following  is  Part  II  of  the  digest  of 
Brethreyi  Doctrinal  practices  as  iniblished  in 
the  Brethren  Quarterly  relative  to  a  series 
of  lessons  on  Brethren  Doctrine.  This  digest 
is  taken  from  the  portion  of  the  Qziarterly 
submitted  by  Dr.  John  F.  Locke. 

More  information  pertaining  to  this  digest 
is  found  on  page  twenty-eight  of  the  August 
9  issue  of  THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST. 
(Editor's  note) 


Part  II 

BAPTISM  INTO  CHRIST,  OUR 
SAVIOR  AND  LORD 

Alexander  Mack  and  the  devout  men  and 
women  who  became  known  as  German  Bap- 
tist Brethren  were  in  the  truest  sense  of  the 
word  Protestants.  Protestants  were  origin- 
ally those  who  protested  against  the  oppres- 
sions and  corruptions  of  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic Church  and  in  the  sixteenth  century 
separated  themselves  from  their  communion. 
But  the  state  churches  which  they  formed 
did  not  carry  the  Reformation  back  to  the 
apostolic  faith  and  usage.  The  first  Brethren 
protested  in  the  early  eighteenth  century 
against  the  oppression,  errors,  and  lack  of 
spirituality  they  found  in  established  Prot- 
estant churches. 

There  were  many  things  these  churches 
were  doing  that  the  Brethren  could  not 
reconcile  with  the  spirit  and  teachings  of 
Christ.  Like  the  pietists,  they  believed  in 
spirituality  in  worship  but  they  felt  this  in 
itself  was  not  enough.  Mack  was  a  scholar 
who  could  read  Greek.  He  and  others 
through  their  study  of  the  Bible  felt  that 
"the  ordinances  of  the  New  Testament  were 
given  for  the  followers  of  Christ  to  observe." 
They  felt  it  incumbent  upon  them  as  humble 
followers  of  the  Master  to  obey  Him  implicit- 
ly in  all  things"  (John  S.  Flory).  These  two 
cardinal  principles  led  to  the  formation  of 
the  Brethren  Church:  Spiritual  worship  and 
the  desire  to  observe  and  obey  all  that  Christ 
had  commanded  His  followers  to  do. 

The  Brethren  refused  to  form  a  creed  lest 
they  should  omit  something  essential.  For 


this  they  once  received  the  commendation  of 
Benjamin  Franklin.  But  they  adopted  the 
New  Testament  as  their  creed  and  tried  to 
follow  its  teaching  in  all  things.  They  took 
the  Scriptures  literally  except  where  figur- 
ative interpretation  was  obviously  intended, 
such  as  "if  thine  eye  offend  thee  pluck  it 
out." 

They  sought  to  exercise  charity  toward  all 
and  antagonize  none.  "They  believed  that  the 
Bible  means  just  what  it  says,  and  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  Christian  people  to  obey  its  teach- 
ings in  word  as  well  as  in  spirit.  They  prac- 
tice the  literal  form  of  the  different  ordin- 
ances at  the  same  time  that  they  seek  to 
obtain  spiritual  blessing  from  their  obser- 
vance." Historians  studying  the  genesis  of 
the  Brethren  Church  are  all  convinced  that 
the  Brethren  were  evangelicals  —  serious 
Bible  students  who  cared  what  God  had 
conmianded  and  meant  to  achieve  a  faith 
that  met  the  conditions  of  salvation  as  set 
forth  in  the  New  Testament. 

As  the  mode  of  baptism  we  have  both  the 
command  of  the  Lord  Jesus  and  His  example 
for  guidance.  The  command  calls  for  three- 
fold action  (Matt.  28:18-20).  In  Mark  1: 
9-11  we  have  the  account  of  Jesus  being 
baptized  by  John,  the  Baptist,  in  the  Jordan 
river.  In  this  act  of  condescension  He  gave 
us  an  example  to  be  followed  which  was 
approved  by  God  for  the  Father  said,  "You 
are  my  beloved  Son." 

The  Brethren  noted  the  circumstances  of 
our  Lord's  baptism  to  be  at  a  place  where 
there  was  much  water — that  he  came  up  out 
of  the  water  indicating  His  presence  in  it 
rather  than  an  application  of  some  water  to 
Him.  Alexander  Mack  Sr.  in  his  discussion 
of  rites  and  ordinances,  a  set  of  questions 
arranged  in  the  form  of  a  conversation  be- 
tween father  and  son,  points  out  how  trine 
immersion  alone  satisfies  the  many  questions 
that  a  serious  student  of  the  New  Testament 
will  raise  about  baptism.  This  mode  of  bap- 
tism was  the  almost  universal  one  for  cen- 
turies succeeding  the  apostolic  age,  then  a 
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gradual  change  to  sprinkling  came  about 
through  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  The 
Greek  Catholics  retained  trine  immersion. 

The  Brethren  in  returning  the  apostolic 
practice  held  that  baptism  is  for  believers. 
Mack  said:  "Children  are  in  a  state  of  grace, 
and  will  be  saved  by  grace  through  the 
merits  of  Jesus  Christ." 

LAYING  ON  OF  HANDS 

The  Brethren  follow  the  apostolic  practice 
of  confirming  baptized  persons  by  the  laying 
on  of  hands  and  praying  for  them  that  they 
might  receive  the  Holy  Spirit.  Jesus  prom- 
ised that  the  Father  would  send  the  Com- 
forter— "the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  the  Father 
will  send  in  my  name,  he  shall  teach  you  all 
things." 

The  Brethren  invoke  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
reside  in  the  person  being  confirmed  by  the 
laying  on  of  hands  that  the  third  person  of 
the  Holy  Trinity  may  do  His  divine  work  as 
Comforter  and  Helper  every  day.  Life  is  thus 
set  apart  to  God  to  seal  us  to  redemption. 

Since  this  is  the  age  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
(from  Pentecost  until  our  Lord's  return) 
this  rite  of  confirmation  by  laying  on  of 
hands  should  be  given  due  significance  by 
those  through  whom  it  is  administered. 

The  laying  on  of  hands  is  used  in  ordaining 
those  called  by  the  church  to  special  service 
as  missionaries,  ministers,  elders,  and  dea- 
cons. These  are  some  of  the  most  impressive 
rites  we  are  privileged  to  witness. 

The  Brethren  followed  the  teaching  of 
Jesus  and  the  practice  of  the  apostles  in  the 
laying  on  of  hands  and  anointing  with  oil 
with  prayer  for  healing  the  sick.  The  Breth- 
ren have  practiced  anointing  for  healing 
based  on  James  5:13-18  ever  since  their  be- 
ginnings in  Schwartzenau,  Germany  in  1708. 
There  is  no  question  that  the  promise  of  heal- 
ing is  in  this  Scripture.  As  Dr.  William 
Barclay  says  in  commenting  on  James  5: 
13-19,  "The  early  church  was  a  healing 
church."  He  quotes  from  various  writings 
of  the  church's  leaders  of  the  first  several 
centuries  to  verify  this  and  say  in  conclu- 
sion: "For  many  centuries  the  church  used 
anointing  as  a  means  of  healing  the  sick." 
The  Brethren,  in  searching  the  Scriptures 
came  to  fresh  insights  as  to  doctrines  once 
held   but   which   had   been   dimmed   or   ob- 


scured by  a  gradual  apostacy,  as  we  noted  in 
the  case  of  apostolic  baptism.   One  of  the 

promises  of  the  Risen  Savior  (see  Mark  16: 
17-29)  before  He  ascended  to  the  right  hand 
of  God  was  the  sign  or  work  of  power  "they 
shall  lay  hands  on  the  sick  and  they  shall 
recover." 

There  is  no  reason  for  the  Brethren  to 
neglect  this  avenue  of  grace  given  us  in  the 
Scriptures.  Many  Christians  are  grateful  for 
the  values  they  discover  in  the  anointing 
service  once  it  is  made  known  to  them. 
Thousands  of  Brethren  have  received  peace 
of  mind,  from  this  service  administered  at 
their  request  for  healing  of  the  body,  or  as 
the  Lord  wills,  for  the  comforting  of  con- 
science, or  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  the 
strengthening  of  faith.  A  spiritual  blessing 
— a  wholesome  effect,  is  the  result. 

FOOTW ASHING  AND  THE  HOLY  KISS 

"The  washing  of  one  another's  feet  in 
obedience  to  the  commandment  of  our  Lord 
is  a  symbol  of  renewed  cleansing  of  body, 
mind,  and  spirit  made  possible  by  the  love 
of  God  and  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Our  Lord  commanded  them  to  wash 
one  another's  feet.  He  would  not  have  com- 
manded the  perpetuation  of  what  was  merely 
an  oriental  custom  in  such  language  if  that 
was  all  He  meant. 

The  ordinance  has  been  kept  from  the 
days  of  the  apostles  through  all  the  years 
of  Christian  history  until  the  present.  Dr. 
Charles  F.  Yoder  in  The  Faith  of  the  Gospel 
cites  numerous  references  to  the  rite  from 
early  churchmen:  Tertullian,  Clement  of 
Alexandria,  St.  Augustine,  etc.,  and  church 
councils. 

Barclay  translates  Romans  16:16  thus: 
"Greet  each  other  with  the  kiss  that  God's 
dedicated  people  use."  In  commenting  on 
I  Peter  5:14  he  says,  "The  kiss  was  for  cen- 
turies an  integral  and  precious  part  of  Chris- 
tian fellowship  and  worship."  We  find  that 
the  kiss  was  referred  to  simply  as  "the 
peace."  It  was  especially  a  part  of  the  com- 
munion service — "after  the  prayer  before 
elements  were  brought  in."  The  kiss  of  peace 
"came  from  the  day  when  the  church  was  a 
real  family,  and  real  fellowship,  when  Chris- 
tians really  did  know  and  really  did  love  one 
another."  The  Brethren  seem  to  have  arrived 
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at  much  the  same  state.  For  them  the  kiss 
at  Holy  Communion  had  the  same  meaning 
and  must  have  meant  very  much  the  same 
thing  as  it  did  when  the  church  was  new. 
They  also  experienced  persecution,  but  they 
sought  to  conduct  themselves  as  brethren 
with  one  Master — Christ. 

THE  LOVE  FEAST  AND 
THE  BREAD  AND  CUP 

As  the  Brethren  have  observed  the  Holy 
Communion  it  has  always  been  a  three-fold 
service  commemorating  the  Night  of  Holy 
Fellowship  Jesus  shared  with  His  disciples 
just  before  His  trial  and  crucifixion.  First 
there  was  the  preparatory  purification — the 
washing  of  feet.  Then  followed  the  Agape 
which  means  "the  feast  of  love."  It  was  at 
this  meal  that  the  cup  and  the  bread  repre- 
senting the  body  and  the  blood  of  our  Savior 
(the  Eucharist)  was  given.  In  this  the  Breth- 
ren were  simply  following  the  Scriptures 
which  resulted  in  keeping  the  feast  in  literal 
imitation  of  the  feast  as  instituted  by  Christ. 
This  had  been  the  practice  of  the  early 
church. 

Historians  affirm  that  the  Brethren  have 
been  mightily  affected  by  the  love  feast.  In 
their  early  days  in  America  its  faithful  ob- 
servance helped  them  in  achieving  and  main- 
taining a  sense  of  brotherhood  and  a  family 
oneness  of  rare  quality  in  spite  of  the  diffi- 
culties of  travel. 

The  Brethren  shared  their  brotherliness  in 
Christ.  In  our  own  day  we  are  told  quite 


often  by  many  that  what  the  world  needs 
most  is  to  accept  the  love  of  God  and  to  prac- 
tice love  among  our  fellowmen.  The  love 
Feast  therefore  is  not  antiquated  but  a  good 
place  to  start  demonstrating  love. 

There  is  a  great  deal  to  think  about  in  con- 
nection with  this  ordinance.  It's  not  too  sur- 
prising that  Corinthians  were  making  mis- 
takes! We  Brethren  have  little  to  offer  in 
excuse  for  ours.  The  biggest  mistake  is  to 
miss  Communion  entirely.  Then,  there  is  also 
the  error  of  a  merely  mechanical  observance 
accompanied  by  a  sort  of  spiritual  pride 
which  stops  us  from  translating  its  message 
into  life. 

THE  BELIEVER'S  WORLD  VIEW 

Nowhere  is  the  true  value  of  the  Christian 
faith  so  clearly  seen  as  when  we  delve  into 
the  teaching  of  the  New  Testament  concern- 
ing man. 

Our  Brethren  fathers  achieved  a  goodly 
heritage  for  us  for  the  last  two  and  a  half 
centuries  by  believing  God's  Word  and  seek- 
ing to  obey  it.  Let  us  put  first  His  Kingdom 
again!  Let  us  write  the  lines  of  godliness  on 
our  hearts  and  humbly  walk  with  God.  "Be- 
hold, what  manner  of  love,"  says  John.  The 
word  "behold"  is  to  arrest  the  reader's  atten- 
tin.  Here  is  something  great!  We  don't  have 
to  be  destroyed — God  has  a  great  future 
planned  for  us.  Some  day  we  are  to  be  like 
Christ.  He  is  our  goal — The  Way,  The  Truth, 
and  The  Life! 


a  book   review  ■-- 

Disciples  lor  Life  in  the  Age  of  Aquarius  by 

Lance  Webb   (Word  Books,  1972.  277  pp.1 

When  a  friend  suggested  this  book  to  read  I 
was  a  little  hesitant  when  I  saw  the  title.  I'm 
not  an  astroJogy  enthusiast.  But  the  book  actually 
emphasizes  the  Christian  disciplines  lor  life  In 
this  age. 

In  the  age  of  Aquarius  there  is  to  be  harmony, 
understanding,  sympathy  and  trust  abounding. 
Some  hope  and  look  for  a  new  world  that  is  com- 
ing. But  something  is  missuig.  We  Icnow  so  much 
more  than  we  do.  The  author  says  that  there  is 
a  tragic  gap  between  our  scientific,  technical  know- 
ledge and  our  ability  to  perceive  the  moral  and 
spiritual  insights  needed  lor  creative  action. 


Lance  Webb  is  bishop  of  the  Illinois  area  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  He  is  the  author  of  six 
other  books  and  many  religious  magazine  articles. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  involved  as  a  coun- 
selor with  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  He  has  pastored 
churches  in  Texas  and  Ohio,  and  now  lives  in 
Springfield,   lUmois. 

Along  with  his  thoughts  on  the  disciplines  he 
shares  his  own  personal  struggles.  "UntU  I  saw," 
he  says,  "the  necessity  of  the  disciplines  of  mind 
and  spirit  and  until  I  had  accepted  and  begun  to 
practice  them, — I  was  a  straggler  who  lost  as 
many  battles  as  I  won." 

In  this  book.  Lance  Webb  helps  us  realize  the 
power  of  caring,  giving  love  in  "response  to  the 
God  who  in  Christ  is  hugging  us  and  the  universe 
unto  Himself." 

Reviewed  by  Julia  Flora 
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IDEAS  FOR  AN  EXCITING  YEAR  IN  SISTERHOOD 


by  Beth   C Gilmer)   Barbei 


Greetings ! 

It  seems  Hike  it  has  been  a  "while  since  I've 
written.  A  lot  of  good  things  have  happened  during 
that  time  for  me.  For  one  thing,  I'm  a  Mrs.  now 
instead  of  a  Miss.  I  hope  a  lot  of  good  things  have 
happened  for  you,  too,  over  the  summer  months. 

This  is  August.  Soon  you  wUl  be  starting  a  new 
year  of  Sisterhood.  This  article  will  be  devoted  to 
what  ycu  can  do  to  fUl  up  this  year  with  an  excit- 
ing and  fulfilling  Sisterhood.  None  of  these  ideas 
are  mine,  but  all  have  come  frorni  alive  and  active 
Sisterhoods  across  the  nation  who  have  taken  the 
time  to  write  me  a  few  lines  about  their  activities. 
I  am  printing  these  in  hopes  that  you  may  get 
some  ideas  of  new  ways  to  fulfill  your  purpose 
as  a  Sisterhood  group  during  the  coaming  year. 

These  comments  are  from  the  Nappanee,  Indi- 
ana, Senior  Sisterhood  group:  "The  Senior  girls 
had  a  Christmas  party  for  the  'Senior  Citizens'  of 
o'ur  church  in  December.  They  rolled  bandages  in 
January,  and  are  having  a  combined  meeting  with 
W.M.S.   and  Junior  Sisterhood  in  February." 

These  comments  came  in  from  the  Elkhart, 
Indiana  Sisterhood:  "We  went  caroling  at  a  local 
nursing  home  in  December  giving  the  'patients  a 
Uttle  gift  that  we  made  at  our  November  meeting. 
In  January  we  went  sledding  at  a  city  park  and 
then  met  in  a  nearby  home  for  our  meeting  and 
refreshments." 

The  Warsaw,  Indiana,  group  sent  in  an  article 
of  an  exciting  way  they  spent  a  weekend.  This  is 
their   account: 

"Is  this  any  way  to  spend  a  weekend?  You  bet 
it  is!  Fourteen  Junior  girls,  one  guest,  2  patron- 
esses, and  one  adopted  Grandmother  made  the 
trip  from  Warsaw  to  Shipshewana  Friday  eve- 
ning, May  23,  to  stay  in  the  Sisterhood  House  at 
the  Brethren  Retreat. 

As  new  patronesses  this  year  we  had  tossed  in 
the  suggestion  at  one  of  our  regular  meetings, 
"One  of  our  goals  is  to  spend  a  weekend  in  the 
Sisterhood  House  at  Shipshewana;  what  do  you 
think?"  The  yeses  were  overwhelming.  And  then 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  began  forming  what  turned 
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out  to  be  a  truly  spiritually  uplifting  time  for  all 
involved. 

The  theme  for  our  study  was  Romans  12,  which 
the  girls  went  into  in  depth  in  their  small  circles, 
listing  as  many  goals  for  their  lives  as  they  could 
find  in  this  chapter,  with  some  self  examination 
in  answering  which  of  these  would  be  most  helpful 
in  their  life,  which  most  beneficial  for  the  group. 
The  girls  then  came  back  together  to  discuss  their 
answers  and  feelings,  and  the  session  closed  with 
a  circle  of  prayer.  We  hope  they  aU  shared  this 
comment  of  one,  "I  feel  ve^ry  close  to  God." 

The  groups  of  girls  were  signified  by  flowers, 
five  each  of:  roses,  chrysanthemums,  and  zinnias; 
and  each  had  their  designated  resiponsLbiliity.  A 
common  question  after  each  'meal  was,  "What 
flower  does  the  dishes?" 

Saturday    ran    as    follows — with   a    few    minor_ 
adjustments   (the  cooks  were  a  little  slow) : 
8:30    Breakfast 
Devotions 
Clean-Up 
Crafts 
Lunch 
Quiet  Time  (meditation  & 

Bible  reading) 
Games 
Free  time 
Dinner 
Songs 

Bible  Study  (break  into  groups) 
Discussion  -  AU 
Circle  of  Prayer 
P  &  P  (Popcorn  and  Pepsi) 
Ready  for  Bed 

Lights  out  -  Quiet  (cO'nfession —  1 
we  didn't  quite  make  it) 
Those  enjoying  the  fun,  food  and  fellowship 
were:  Joyce  Banghart,  Roberta  Banghart,  Donna 
Bibler,  Beth  Davis,  Cindy  Engle,  Laura  Griswold, 
Angle  Huffer,  Kelly  Huffer,  Meianie  Huiffer, 
Tracy  Long,  Lora  LuckenbUl,  Julie  Miller,  Kathy 
Overmyer,  Jackie  Weirick  and  Amiber  Wuehter. 

Sunday  morning  the  girls  presented  a  lovely 
worship  service  with  song,  Bible  verses,  a  skit  and 
prayer. 

It  was  Graduation  Sunday  and  we  had  to  return 
early  for  some  of  our  girls  had  family  members 
and  friends  graduating;  but  as  we  closed  the  cabin 
doors  and  headed  for  home,  it  was  with  the  firm 
hope  we  could  return  next  year. 

Betty  Engle  &  Pat  LuchenbUl, 

Co-Patronesses 
Princess  Frush, 
Adopted  Granidmother 
I  thank  the  Warsaw  group  for  sending  in  this 
report  of  their  exciting  weekend. 

Next,  I  want  to  share  with  you  parts  of  a  letter 
that  came  to  me  from  the  Linwood  Sisterhood 
President,  Ddbbie  JViaring.  This  is  a  letter  about 
a  small  but  very  amlbitious  girouip.  Here  is  what 
she  says: 


9:30 
10:00 
11:00 
12:30 

1:30 

2:00 
4:00 
5:30 
7:00 


11:00 
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"We  have  on  the  average  of  7  to  10  members  in 
our  group.  So  as  you  can  see  our  group  is  con- 
siderably small,  'but  we  do  some  big  and  very 
important  things.  We  have  a  small  nursing  home 
a  few  miles  from  our  church  and  we  visit  there 
quite  often.  On  holidays  we  make  them  little  tray 
favors  to  help  brighten  up  their  food  tray.  We 
also  go  there  and  sing  a  few  favorite  hymns  and 
some  of  them  are  filled  with  joy  so  they  join  us 
and  sing  also.  It  is  so  fulfilling  just  talking  or 
doing  things  for  them.  During  the  winter  season 
our  group  got  together  and  made  some  lap  robes. 
It  was  fun  sewing  up  all  those  little  pieces  of 
material  and  knotting  it  afterwards.  We  made 
around  15  of  them  and  then  we  took  ithem  to  the 
nursing  home  and  gave  them  to  the  people  there. 
They  were  very  thankful  to  us  and  it  made  us 
feel  good  also.  Every  year  at  Valentines  Day  we 
all  get  together  and  have  a  banquet  for  our  par- 
ents. We  just  love  preparing  a  dinner  and  decor- 
ating for  it.  At  Christmas  we  get  some  live  cedar 
trees  and  decorate  them.  We  make  our  own  decora- 
tions and  iwe  don't  put  on  any  fancy  balls  or  some- 
thing like  that.  It  is  a  lot  of  fun  jusit  seeing  what 
we  can  create  with  what  we  have.  After  we  finish 
them  we  hand  them  out  to  the  older  members  of 
our  church.  Since  they  don't  put  a  tree  up  any- 
more they  appreciate  them  very  much.  We  feel 
that  they  should  have  a  traditicnal  Christmas 
also.  Since  our  group  loves  pizza  so  jnuch,  we  get 
together  for  a  pizza  party  and  afterwards  we  do 
something  like  roll  bandages  for  oiur  missions  or 
■make  something.  We  have  gone  en  a  little  shop- 
ping trip  together  to  buy  articles  to  send  to  the 
different  -mission  fields.  We  know  how  God  has 
taken  care  of  these  people  and  we  are  very  grate- 
ful to  help  these  people.  During  the  summer  we 
have  picnics  together  and  swimming  parties.  It  is 
so  much  fun  being  together  and  working  for  the 
Lord.  We  have  gone  together  and  bought  articles 


for  some  of  the  less  fortunate  pecple  living  around 
our  area.  It  sure  makes  them  feel  wanted  and 
cared  for.  For  the  month  of  AprO,  the  girls  are 
having  a  bakeless  bake  sale.  We  dcn't  bake  or  sell 
any  bake  goods,  we  just  ask  for  donations  as  to 
what  they  feel  a  cake  or  pie  is  worth  to  make.  To 
do  this  we  made  little  aprons  with  a  pocket  on 
them  and  in  the  pocket  is  a  little  poem  explaining 
what  we  are  doing.  The  money  that  we  collect  from 
this  wiU  go  towards  buying  food  and  articles  to 
send  to  the  mission  fields  in  India.  So  as  you  can 
see,  our  small  group  sure  can  do  some  wonderful 
things  with  the  Lord  as  our  leader.  I  hope  we  wUl 
always  continue  to  help  someone  anid  help  each 
other." 

Well,  those  are  aU  the  letters  I  have  to  share 
with  you.  I  wish  there  were  more!  The  ideas  are 
very  good  and  I  think  we  can  all  help  each  other 
by  sharing  our  ideas  on  good  projects.  I  hope 
maybe  you  have  gotten  a  few  ideas  for  your  group 
to  tackle  this  following  year.  A  group  that  just 
has  their  meeting  every  month  and  never  does 
anything  more  can  become  dull  and  unexciting  to 
the  girls.  The  Sisterhood  is  made  to  serve  others 
as  well  as  themselves.  Let's  get  out  and  do  some- 
thing this  year! 

The  next  article  wall  be  from  your  new  general 
secretary.  Please  watoh  for  that  article.  It  will 
have  some  very  valuable  infoirmation  in  it  such 
as  the  addresses  of  all  your  new  National  officers 
and  other  information  you  will  need  to  know 
throughout  the  coming  year.  Watch  for  the  article, 
cut  it  out,  and  tack  it  up  somewhere  where  you 
can  refer  to  it  all  during  the  year.  Then  you  will 
never  be  in  the  dark  as  far  as  this  infoirmaticn 
is  concerned. 

Well,  good  luck,  may  you  all  have  a  wonderful 
year  in  Sisterhood,  and  God's  blessings  be  upon 
you  as  you  work  for  Him  during  the  coming  year. 

Beth 


WITHIN  GLASS  WALLS 

(Spoken  by  a  pastor) 


"Sometimes  I  wish  our  sanctuary  had  glass 
walls  so  all  people  on  the  outside  who  might  pass 
by  might  see  our  happy  congregation  gathered  in 
worship  and  praise."  Those  words  were  spoken 
by  a  pastor  during  the  Sunday  worsMp  service. 
It  is  a  beautiful  thought  and  no  fault  can  I  find 
with  i't. 

It  did,  however,  set  me  thinking.  Every  church 
has  glass  walls.  Every  day  of  the  week  the  world 
is  looking  in  and  seeing  the  oongregatiion.  Seeing 
them  as  individual  memibers  in  attitudes,  disposi- 
tions, concem  for  fellowmen,  honesty  or  dishonesty 
in  ibusiiness,  integriity  at  -work,  rpa)tience  and  under- 
standing.   Yes,    the   church,   you   and  I,    function 


within  glass  walls  with  the  world  ouitsiide  looking 
in.  Think  of  the  responsibility — better  yet,  the 
privilege  to  "let  your  light  so  shine  before  men 
that  they  see  your  good  works  and  glorify  your 
Father  which  is  in  heaven."  A  song  says,  "What 
you  are  speaks  so  loud,  that  the  world  can't  hear 
what  you  say.  They're  looking  at  your  walk,  not 
listeniag  to  your  talk,  they're  judging  by  your 
actions  every  day.  Don't  believe  you'll  deceive  by 
claiming  what  you've  never  known.  They'U  accept 
what  they  see  and  know  you  to  be.  They'l  judge 
from  your  life  alone." 

f7'oin  LeTourneau  Noiv 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


COUNTING    THE   COST 


Moderator's  Address  presented  at  Indiana 
District  Conference  of  Brethren  Churches  by 
Elder  Duane  Dickson,  pastor  of  College 
Corner  Brethren  Church,   Wabash,  Indiana. 


A  fellow  once  went  out  to  play  a  game  of  golf. 
He  put  his  ball  on  the  tee,  took  a  big  swing,  missed 
ithe  ball  but  hit  a  nearby  ant-hill  killing  several 
hundred  ants.  He  set  the  ball  on  the  tee  again,  took 
another  swing,  missed  again  and  again  hit  the  ant 
hUl  killing  another  hundred  ants.  He  tried  yet  the 
third  time,  and  again  he  missed  the  ba;il  and  Mt 
■the  ant-hill  killing  all  but  two  of  the  ants.  Then 
one  ctf  the  surviving  ants  turned  to  his  surviving 
buddy  and  said,  "I  think  that  if  we  want  to  stay 
alive  we'd  better  get  on  the  baU." 

This  pretty  well  defines  the  position  of  ttie 
Brethren  Church  today.  Most  of  oiur  churches  find 
themselves  in  a  static  or  worse  a  declining  situa- 
tion. If  we  want  to  stay  alive  we  had  better  get  on 
the  ball. 
The  present  position  of  the  Brethren  Church 

In  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  a  steady 
decline  in  church  membership.  We  now  know  that 
1974  was  no  different  than  past  years.  Member- 
ship has  again  dedined  substantially.  The  imme- 
diate reaction  is  that  this  has  been  due  to  role 
revision.  At  the  rate  we  are  going  when  we  get 
through  revising  the  role  we  wiU  determine  that 
we  never  existed  in  the  first  place.  I  would  quickly 


say  that  I  feel  that  our  dhuroh  membership  should 
be  kept  current.  We  are  not  honest  with  ourselves 
and  our  absentee  members  if  we  allow  'them  to 
think  that  simply  having  their  names  on  the  mem- 
bership role  is  their  ticket  to  heaven.  As  we  turn 
to  Sunday  School  attendance  we  have  a  more  ac- 
curate indicator  of  the  state  of  the  church  and  we 
note  that  Sunday  School  attendance  has  been 
decreasing  year  after  year.  As  I  stated  last  year, 
"we  are  ahead  of  our  nation  in  that  we  have  al- 
ready attained  zero  population  growth.  There  is 
a  gleam  of  hope  in  these  troubled  times.  Some  of 
our  c^hurches  are  beginning  to  see  their-  respon- 
sibiUty  to  reproduce  themselves  and  we  are  be- 
ginning to  see  growth  taking  place.  Let's  fan  this 
spark  into  a  flame  that  will  touch  us  all. 

All  indicators  point  to  the  fact  that  we  do  not 
have  the  necessary  burning  desire  to  find  the  lost 
and  claim  them  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  We 
are  not  reaching  peop'.e  for  Christ !  There  are  mul 
titudes  of  people  around  us  who  are  unc'nurched 
and  desperately  in  need  of  Christ  in  their  lives. 
These  people  can  be  won  to  Christ!  They  can  be 
won  if  they  are  approached  by  Spirit  filled  Chris- 
tians who  can  adequately  explain  the  message  of 
salvation  and  do  it  with  the  love  of  Christ  5n  >their 
hearts. 

It  is  obvious  that  we  are  not  discipling  the  few 
that  we  are  winning  for  we  are  losing  more  than 
we  are  gaining.  The  past  basic  concept  of  the 
Brethren  church  has  been  to  bring  them  to  the 
altar,  baptize  them,  and  abandon  them  to  the  board 
of  ushers.  Consequently  we  have  many  church 
members,  of  all  ages,  who  do  not  know  how  to, 
conduct  themselves  as  Christians  and  they  have 
no  idea  of  what  is  expected  of  responsible  church 
members. 

The  vitality  of  the  church  has  been  buried  in 
organizational  activities.  We  have  become  basic- 
ally a  liturgical  church.  We  are  concerned  with 
sacraments,  forms,  order  of  service  moralities, 
good  works,  etc.  These  things  are  good,  and  neces- 
sary, in  the  conduct  of  the  church,  but  they  are 
secondary  to  the  basic  purpose  of  the  church 
which  is  to  bring  people  to  Christ. 

Most  of  our  churches  are  operating  without  es- 
tablished goals  of  any  type.  They  have  no  idea  of 
where  they  are  going  and  mast  don't  seem  to  care 
whether  they  go  anywhere  or  not.  In  fact,  there  is 
stiff  resistance  if  anyone  attempts  to  change  the 
status  quo.  There  is  an  occasional  flurry  of  activity 
as  we  hold  Vacation  Bible  School,  Evangelistic  ser- 
vices, or  an  occasional  campaign  to  hand  out  lit- 
erature, but  most  churches  have  no  concept  of 
where  they  are  going.  The  end  result  is  that  when 
we  summarize  our  program,  if  we  do,  at  the  end 
of  the  year  we  generally  find  that  we  have  been 
operating  in  a  state  of  suspended  animation. 

We  are  not  winning  people  to  Jesus  Christ,  and 
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we  are  not  incorporating  'the  few  we  win  in  the 
church.  Where  do  we  go  from  here?  Christ  has 
;given  us  the  commission  to  reproduce  ourselves 
and  we  have  not.  All  indicators  tell  us  that  we 
are  suffering  from  a  disease  that  could  toe  terminal 
if  treatment  is  not  applied  immediately. 
Present  Potential 

According  to  our  tradition  we  are  a  Bible  based 
church  and  instead  of  a  creed  we  have  chosen  as 
our  theme  "The  Bible,  The  Whole  Bible,  and  noth- 
ing but  the  Bible."  This  is  appropriate  and  good 
but  care  must  be  taken  that  this  does  not  become 
just  an  empty  motto.  If  the  Bible  is  noit  the  foun- 
dation for  the  Brethren  Church,  then  we  have  no 
churoh.  The  Bible  is  to  the  Brethren  Church  the 
inspired,  infallible.  Word  of  God.  We  have  the 
message  the  world  needs,  is  hungry  for,  and  is 
waiting  for  someone  to  proclaim  understandibly. 
God  wants  us  to  be  the  proclaimers. 

The  harvest  field  is  available,  the  harvest  is 
ripe,  and  Christ  is  waiting  for  the  harvesters  to 
arrive.  There  are  multitudes  of  winnible  people 
around  us  waiting  for  us  to  bring  the  good  news 
of  Christ  to  them.  There  are  winnable  people  in 
every  community  and  the  Brethren  Church  has 
been  given  the  responsibility  of  winning  them. 
Any  Bretlu'en  church  that  wants  to  grow  can 
grow!  The  oniy  choice  we  have  is  to  respond  to 
Christ's  challenge.  Any  other  choice  places  outside 
His  will. 

We  must  grow!  God  has  given  us  instructions 
through  His  word.  The  harvest  field  is  ready.  We 
have  the  qualified  harvesters.  We  have  the  means 
to  train  the  harvesters.  We  must  be  willing  to  p^ay 
the  price  foir  growth  and  that  is  personal 
involvement. 
Present  Power 

The  church  in  the  New  Tesitament  appears  as 
Christ's  living  body  of  called  out  ones.  It  existed, 
not  out  of  'the  world  shielded  by  four  walls  and 
stained  glass  windows,  but  in  the  world  as  a  wit- 
nessing coimmunity,  sharing  in  love  with  every 
man  the  message  of  Christ.  God  does  not  ask  us 
to  enter  into  the  arena  of  service  alone.  He  is 
wUling  to  help  us!  He  will  give  us  power  as  we 
proclaim  His  word  with  boldness.  There  is  no 
room  for  timidity  in  God's  church. 

"For  the  Spirit  that  God  has  given  us  does 
not  impart  timidity  but  iporwer  and  love 
and  self-control. 

II  Timothy  1:7 

Williams  translation 
The  Holy  Spirit  made  Chnistian  disciples  into 
fervent  apostles,  dhanging  ordinary  men  into 
spokesmen  of  God.  Christ  wo'Uld  not  and  will  not 
leave  His  spdkesmen  alone  in  sucih  an  imipoirtant 
task. 

As  we  respond  to  Christ's  demand  to  proclaim 
His  life  giving  message  to  a  dying  world  Christ 
will  prepare  the  way.  He  Will  soften  the  hardest 
heart.  He  will  drive  out  the  most  ardent  fears. 
He  will  walk  with  us.  He  will  teach  us  what  to 
say.  He  wtU  allow  us  to  witness  again  the  birth  of 
a  new  life.  He  will  not  leave  us  alone  and  power- 
less. He  wiU  speak  through  our  lives  and  we  will 
witness  miracles — the  miracle  of  the  new  ibirth  re- 
peated over  again  miany  times. 

The  present  power  that  we  have  availatole 
through  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  basic,  necessary, 
element  for  growth.  When  men  and  women  who 


are  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  accept  the  challenge 
to  go,  their  Holy  Spirit  enthusiasm  wiU  permeate 
the  entire  church  and  community.  We  must  grow 
and  we  can  grow. 
Counting'  the  Cost  in  Involvement. 

We  must  first  evaluate  where  we  are.  We  spent 
some  time  talking  about  our  District  position  in 
the  early  part  of  this  imessage.  The  local  church 
must  also  honestly  evaluate  its  present  position, 
and  this  is  a:lso  true  of  the  individual  within  the 
church  body. 

The  church  today  is  not  aiffecting  the  world  be- 
cause weak  witnesses  are  weak  Unks  in  the  chain 
of  evangelism.  Discipleship  is  going  to  cost  us 
something.  We  have  talked  about  evangelism, 
prayed  about  evangelism,  held  soul  winning 
classes,  verbally  chastised  one  another,  but  we 
have  not  been  involved  in  winning  people  to 
Christ. 

The  cost  of  discipleship  must  never  be  under- 
stood as  a  moral  code  that  Jesus  demanded  from 
only  a  few.  All  who  would  faUow  Jesus  and  be 
His  disciples  must  meet  the  same  conditions.  There 
can  be  no  exceptions.  Jesus  declared  that  those 
who  would  not  forsake  aU  could  not  be  His  dis- 
ciples. Christ  demands  to  be  first  and  His  plan 
for  our  lives  is  discipleship  and  evangelism. 

Personal  commitment  is  the  key  to  evangelism, 
therefore  we  must  start  with  ourselves. 

As  we  prepare  ourseh'es  for  the  task  at  hand 
we  begin  with  a  careful  examination  of  our  own 
lives  and  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ.  We  must 
be  honest  at  this  point.  What  are  our  life  prior- 
ities? Anything  that  stands  between  us  and  effec- 
tive proclamation  of  'the  message  of  Jesus  Christ 
must  go! 

Christ  demands  fuU  surrender  to  Him  as  Lord 
and  Master  and  He  will  accept  no'thing  less.  Evi- 
dence has  convicted  us  of  the  fact  that  we  have 
spent  too  much  time  walking  on  the  fringes  of 
Christianity.  We  just  have  not  performed.  If  we 
are  walking  the  Calvary  road  with  Christ  there 
wiU  be  fruit  to  prove  our  walk  and  we  will  see 
growth  in  the  churoh.  If  the  church  is  not  grO'W- 
inig  we  are  forced  to  conclude  that  we  are  not  in 
the  will  of  Christ.  Too  long  we  have  ibeen  living 
for  self  and  the  message  of  Christ  is  placed  far 
down  the  list  of  our  Ufe  priorities.  God  expects — 
in  fact  demands  more  of  us.  He  wants  our  'total 
self.  He  wants  and  expects  us  to  be  abo-ut  His 
business  which  is  service  in  His  harvest  field,  and 
the  only  true  evidence  of  this  service  is  a  harvest 

of    SO'UlS. 

As  we  turn  to  the  Gospels  we  find  th>at  Christ 
expects  His  church  to  grow.  After  Peter  expressed 
his  faith  in  Jesus  as  the  Messiah,  Jesus  proclaimed 
that  He  would  build  His  church  on  th'is  type  of 
faith.  The  following  proclamation  is  one  of  extre'me 
significance,  "And  the  gates  of  Hell  sihall  not 
prevail  against  it".  In  this  statement  we  see  an 
aggresive  church  co'ntinuaUy  pressing  back  ithe 
very  gates  of  hell.  The  concept  of  growth  illus- 
trated here  is  an  intregal  part  of  the  churoh.  The 
dhurch  must  be  constantly  moving  f  orwand.  Jesus 
did  not  prO'Vide  for  a  static  church. 

Jesus  closed  His  ministry  with  the  command  to 
"go  and  disciple  aU  people".  The  good  news  of  the 
Gospel  comipels  us  to  'share  our  expe'rienice  with 
others.  The  real  purpose  of  the  church  is  propiga- 
tion.  Christians  must  reproduce  themselves!  There 
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are  two  major  points  of  emphasis  in  tiie  great 
commission;  Evamgelismi  and  education.  The  major 
item  on  the  agenda  was  to  make  disciples.  John 
Wesley  encouraged  his  people  to  gossip  the  Gospel. 
God's  plan  is  for  men  to  seek  men  and  confront 
them  with  the  message  of  Jesus  Ohris't.  Our  tend- 
ency today  is  to  replace  the  word  "go"  with 
"come".  The  church  is  generally  saying  "oo-me  to 
cur  place  of  meeting  and  we  will  tell  you  about 
Christ".  The  Great  Commission  says  "GO"  and 
make  disciples". 

In  the  book  of  Acts  we  have  the  earliest  record 
of  the  church.  From  Peter's  sermon  on  the  day 
of  Pentecost  we  find  that  the  great  coimmission 
to  "GO"  is  serioiusly  obeyed.  Peter  and  John  when 
arrested  for  proclaiming  the  message  of  Jesus 
were  ordered  to  refrain  from  proclaiming  this 
message.  Their  reply  was  that  they  had  no  choice 
and  must  be  obedient  to  God's  instruction.  The 
next  day  found  them  preaching  the  same  message. 
Christ  spal?e  to  Saul  on  the  road  to  Damascus 
and  instructed  him  to  be  a  proclaimer  of  Good 
News.  Paul  accepted  the  challenge  to  proclaim, 
make  disciples,  and  even  more,  trained  the  dis- 
ciples to  make  more  disciples.  In  later  instructions 
to  a  young  minister  he  emphasised  the  importance 
of  proclaiming  and  training. 

The  things  you  learned  from  me  before 
many  witnesses  you  must  coirunit  to  trust- 
worthy men  who  will  be  competent  to 
teach  others  too. 

II  Thnothy  2:2 

Williams  translation 
When  we  read  the  story  of  the  life  of  Paul  it  is 
more  than  the  sitory  of  just  one  man.  It  is  'the 
story  of  how  one  man  in  Christ  inspired  miany 
others  to  carry  the  torch  of  Christianity.  We  see 
the  message  of  Christ  proclaimed  faithfully  by 
men  who  were  totally  committed  to  Christ.  Men 
who  knew  without  a  doubt  tfliat  man  without  Jesus 
Christ  is  lost  for  all  eternity,  and  they  are  willing 
to  give  their  lives  if  necessary  to  proclaim  this 
message. 

Worship  and  fellowship  was  important  to  the 
early  church  but  the  main  thrust  of  the  dhurdh 
program  was  to  reach  the  unsaved  of  the 
community. 

The  real  purpose  of  the  church  is  piropigation. 
The  disciples  must  also  be  making  more  disciples. 
Paul  was  emphasizinig  this  in  the  letter  to  the 
church  at  Colossia. 

So  everywhere  we  go  we  talk  about  Christ 
to  all  who  will  listen,  warning  them  and 
teaching  them  as  well  as  we  know  how. 
We  want  to  be  able  to  piresent  each  one 
to  God,  perfect  because  of  what  Christ 
has  done  for  eaoh  of  tihem. 

Colossians  1:28 
Living  Bible 
On  the  day  of  Pentecost  the  Holy  Spirit  made 
Christian  disciples  into  fervent  apostles.  Too  long 
we  have  emphasized  the  co-ming  into  the  church 
and  neglected  tJie  going  out.  Christ  calls,  but  he 
also  demands  that  we  go. 

Another  reality  that  we  imust  face  is  the  statis- 
tical report  of  our  oiwn  church.  We  make  reports, 
read  them,  feel  sad,  and  do  nothing.  In  fact  when 
we  mention  statistics  in  the  Brethren  Church  we 
hear  the  immediate  anguished  cry,  "We  don't  want 
to    be   concerned   with    just    numibers — that   isn't 
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spir'itual".  Let  me  tell  you  something!  The  church 
that  is  not  concerned  about  numbers  will  never 
reach  them! 

One  problem  that  immediately  confronts  us  is 
the  inconsistency  in  our  membership  accountiriig. 
I  hope  that  in  the  very  near  future  a  standard  of 
membership  accounting  will  be  established.  Vari- 
ous groups  of  general  conference  have  been  woirk- 
ing  on  this  for  so:me  time.  At  the  present  time  we 
'have  no  standard.  We  have  been  afraid  to  meet 
this  proble'm  in  a  direct  way.  We  are  afraid  of 
offending  Aunt  Jane  who  has  been  a  member 
the  past  50  years  and  absent  the  last  45.  It  we 
allow  someone  to  think  they  are  Christian  by  vir- 
tue of  the  fact  that  their  name  is  on  the  'member- 
ship roll  we  are  lying  to  them  and  to  ourselves. 
Our  name  should  be  on  the  church  roll  only  toy 
virtue  of  the  fact  that  we  are  actively  Christian. 
For  the  time  being  I  would  suggest  using  our 
Sunday  attendance  figures  as  a  standard  of 
measurement.  Make  a  graph  of  Sunday  School 
attendance  for  the  past  10  years.  This  graph  will 
tell  how  effective  you  have,  or  have  not,  been  in 
your  outreach.  I  have  found  recently  that  most 
Brethren  Churches  are  hard  pressed  to  find  attend- 
ance figures  for  the  past  5  years. 

We  must  also  determine  the  possibility  of  our 
church  community.  How  many  unchurched  people 
are  there  within  20  minutes  driving  time  from 
your  church?  You  will  need  to  know  how  many 
people  are  available  to  be  evangeUzed  before 
you  can  set  reaUstic  goals. 

After  we  have  examined  our  personal,  present, 
position  in  Christ,  our  church  growth  (or  lack  of 
growth)  patterns,  ariid  determined  the  potential  of 
our  community,  we  must  determine  what  we 
are  going  to  do  in  the  name  of  Christ  in  'the  com- 
munity He  has  assigned  us. 

It  is  well  to  remember  that  the  churches  that 
grow  are  the  churches  that  want  to  grow,  and  are 
pastored  by  men  who  want  the  church  to  grow. 
They  are  Willing  to  pay  the  price  to  grow.  They 
are  willing  to  rearrange  their  priorities  in  otrder 
to  grow.  The  church  that  does  not  have  established 
growth  priorities  will  not  grow. 

Examine  the  church,  determine  'the  work  force 
available  and  then  detennine  the  winnable  people 
in  your  comimunity.  Then  determine  the  percentage 
of  these  winnable  people  that  you  will  claim  for 
Christ  in  the  next  year,  5  years,  and  10  years. 

Then  after  you  have  determined  goals  build  a 
strategy.  Make  sure  that  you  will  reach  your  goals 
by  planning  well.  Don't  plan  to  fail!  Plan  to 
succeed!  Too  many  great  causes  have  been  lost 
for  lack  of  a  plan.  Too  many  plans  have  failed  be- 
cause of  lack  of  commitment.  Too  many  churches 
have  failed  year  after  year  because  they  have  not 
planned   to  grow. 

iGood  plans  are  useless  unless  there  is  someone 
to  execute  them.  After  you  have  determined  that 
it  is  possible  to  grow,  and  you  have  the  means 
for  growth,  you  will  need  to  make  it  happen. 
Growth  will  not  occur  autoanatically.  The  churches 
that  are  growing  are  made  up  of  people  that  have 
a  vision  of  the  plan  of  Christ,  and  have  a  commit- 
ment to  Christ  that  will  cause  them  to  ibe  involved 
to  the  point  where  they  realize  that  they  are  the 
growth  factors  of  the  church. 
Counting'  the  Cost  in  Ego 

What  I  am  attempting  to  say  here  is  that  atti- 
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itudes  must  igenerally  change. 

It  may  be  necessciry  to  change  some  of  the 
traditional  concepts  of  our  church.  I  am  no't 
referring  to  doctrinal  change.  We  have  already 
spent  too  much  of  God's  'time  in  non-productive 
arguments.  We  may  need  to  cancel  some  pirograms 
that  are  counter-'productive  and  initiate  other  pro- 
grams that  will  produce  results.  The  general  tend- 
ency of  the  Brethren  church  is  to  hang  on  to 
organizations  and  programs  that  have  long  ago 
lost  itheir  effectiveness.  No  program  or  oirganiza- 
■tion  oif  ithe  church  has  the  right  to  exist  if  it  is 
not  contributing  to  the  spiritual  or  physical 
growth  of  the  dhurch. 

There  needs  to  be  a  geneiral  change  in  the 
attitude  of  the  church  toward  the  cler'gy.  The  gen- 
eral lattitude  of  the  church  has  ibeen  that  the  pastor 
is  there  on  a  short  term  ibasis  and  that  he  is  also 
the  outreach  instrument  of  the  church.  The  rpastor 
assumes  the  role  of  leadership  but  he  is  not  the 
entire  team.  In  a  growing  Church  the  congregation 
is  active  in  the  personal  evangelism  program  of 
the  church.  The  congregation  and  ipastor  work 
together  m  the  harvest  field  of  iGod  to  confront 
people  with  the  message  of  Jesus  Christ.  If 
dhurches  are  to  grow  careful  consideration  must 
also  be  given  to  pa3tor-congregation  relationship 
so  that  a  long  term  relaticnship  can  be  main- 
tained. We  cannot  ibuEd  a  .church  on  a  two  or  three 
year  relationship. 

The  pastor  will  also  need  to  'Change  his  concept 
of  the  church.  Pastor  and  laiity  together  form  a 
unique  combination  to  proclaim  the  message  of 
Christ.  One  is  of  no  higher  worth  than  the  other 
and  iboth  must  woir'k  together  according  to  their 
various  gifts  that  the  work  of  Christ  might  be 
effectively  fulfilled. 

Counting'  the  Cost  in  Dollars 

This  is  where  we  usually  start  and  Brethren 
are  good  at  this.  We  are  so  wrong!  This  "Counting 
The  Cost"  item  should  be  the  last  on  our  agenda 
to  consider.  Generally  as  soon  as  someone  suggests 
a  new  program  or  facility  to  aooo'm;modate  a  new 
program  someone  will  immediately  ask  "How 
much  is  it  going  to  Cost?"  We  should  never  begin 
a  venture  for  Christ  in  this  way.  We  must  first 
determine  honestly  whether  the  program  or  facil- 
ity is  needed  and  investigate  all  alternatives.  When 
all  alternatives  are  exhausted  and  an  expansion 
program  is  needed  we  should  move  ahead  full 
speed.  Christ  is  able  and  willing  to  help  finanice 
His  program  if  it  is  to  'His  glory. 

As  we  initiate  new  programs  for  grow^th  it  is 
only  reasonable  that  it  wiU  cost  us  something 
financially.  The  Fort  Wayne  iChnrch  is  an  example 
of  what  the  Brethren  can  do  if  they  will  o-nly 
step  out  lin  faith. 

We  should  ibe  willing  to  pay  'the  price  for  growth. 
We  will  need  to  be  plan'ting  new  churches  in  new 
areas.  We  will  need  to  expan'd  our  missionary 
programs.  We  will  need  to  train  men  to  toe  pastors 
and  church  Ibuilders.  There  will  Ibe  finanoial  needs 
all  around  us.  In  fact  some  of  'Our  state  and  na- 
tional 'boards  are  on  serious  financial  need  at  the 
present  time.  These  needs  will  ibe  met  'by  men  of 
vislion.  ;Men  who  are  ooncenmed  that  'the  message 
of  Qhrist  ibe  iproclaimed  to  a  lost  and  'dying  wO'rld. 
Men  who  have  icauight  a  vision  of  the  lost  and  also 
'have  a  viisio'n  of  what  Christ  can  do  ttorO'Ugh  them. 


Meeting'  the  Issues 

We  have  looked  at  the  Brethren  Ohurch  with 
critical  eyes.  The  past  has  noit  ibeen  as  we  would 
like  it  to  be.  The  present  situation  at  first  glance 
is  very  discouraging,  ibut  when  we  look  at  the 
potential  ibefore  us  we  are  thriUed  with  the  prom- 
ise of  the  multitudes  who  will  find  Jesus  Christ 
through  the  message  proclaimed.  We  are  thrilled 
when  we  see  the  vast  untapped  army  of  Jesus 
Christ  waiting  to  ibe  motivated  into  action.  We  are 
pressed  with  ithe  responsibility  that  Christ  has 
given  us  when  he  designated  that  we  are  to  mo- 
bilize this  vast  army. 

It  is  iGod's  will  that  His  churdh  grow.  It  is  God's 
will  that  'the  Brethren  Church  grow.  He  wants 
the  ohurch  to  be  fruitful  and  multiply  and  start 
new  churches.  Each  churdh  and  each  heliever  has 
the  innate  capacity  to  grow  and  reproduce  itself. 
If  God  wants  us  to  grow,  growth  is  possible.  God 
wiU  not  let  us  stand  alone.  We  read  in  the  scrip- 
ture in  many  places  that  God  wants  lost  people 
found.  If  He  wants  peo'ple  saved  He  wants  His 
church  to  grO'W.  He  will  'go  with  us,  pro-vide  the 
laborers  needed,  provide  the  message,  and  the 
pcAver,  !but  he  expects  us  to  be  the  instrument. 

Growth  is  possible  and  desirable  but  we  m'usit 
be  careful  that  we  do  not  just  co'unt  "noses  and 
nickles".  We  must  also  be  careful  that  nurture  is 
included  in  the  program.  We  must  lead  ithe  con- 
verted beyond  the  point  of  baptism  into  spiritual 
'growth. 

Church  growth  is  possible  today  due  to  the 
number  of  people  in  every  co'mmunity  who  need 
to  be  evangelized.  Most  churches  are  iblissfully 
unaware  of  the  lost  around  them.  There  are  multi- 
tudes that  are  totally  unchurche'd  as  well  as  many 
ohurch  memibers  that  are  not  part  of  the  family 
of  Christ. 

The  call  to  conversion  must  be  issued.  People 
must  'he  informed  of  God's  truth.  Too  many  are 
falling  to  the  devil's  lie.  People  will  still  respond 
to  God's  truth  if  it  is  presented  in  an  understand- 
able way  iby  peo'ple  Who  are  filled  v/ith  the  Spirit 
of  God.  The  salvation  message  must  be  proclaimed, 
but  people  must  also  be  given  the  opportunity  to 
respond  to  His  message. 

We  must  structure  our  churches  for  evangelism. 
Everything  in  ithe  church  program  must  be  direct- 
ed toward  outreach.  The  church  cannot  be  a  closed 
society  and  expect  the  blessing  of  Christ.  The 
church  is  more  than  just  a  fellowship  of  believers. 
The  ohurch  is  the  living  .O'Utreach  of  JeS'Us  Christ 
into  the  community  surrounding  the  ohurch.  There 
must  be  constant  training  built  into  the  church 
prO'gram  to  prepare  God's  peO'ple  for  the  task  at 
hand — ^winning  pe'ople.  This  proigram  must  have 
a  sense  of  urgency  built  into  it.  This  urgency  must 
saturate  all  levels  of  the  churdh  programming. 
Everyone  in  the  congregation  must  know  the  pur- 
pose and  goal  of  the  church,  and  they  'must  be 
involved  to  the  ps'int  that  this  is  exactly  what  they 
want. 

Most  people  are  fearful  of  visitation  'evangelism. 
They  do-n't  know  what  to  do  or  what  to  say.  The 
Layman  Alive  program  works.  This  program  pro- 
vides ithem  with  soime  basic  tools  that  have  been 
proven  effective.  As  they  gain  experience  in  evan- 
igelism  they  will  develop  tools  of  their  own  that 
will  add  to  their  effeotiveness. 


Page  Sixteen 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


The  Brethren  Church  can  grow. 

The  Brethren  Church  is  going  to  growl 

The  basic  element  necessary  for  growth  is 
men  and  women  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  ac- 
cepting the  challenge  to  go.  This  enthusiasm  must 
permeate  the  entire  chui'ch — clergy  as  well  as 
laity.  Before  any  evangelism  can  take  place  there 
'must  be  an  awakening  and  individual  pentecost. 

This  awakening  must  begin  with  the  pulpit. 
Powerless  preaching  will  lead  to  a  powerless 
church.  The  minister  is  primarily  a  preacher.  He 
may  be  called  upon  to  counsel,  be  an  administratoT 
and  many  other  things  but  his  primary  task  is  to 
proclaim  the  Word  of  God.  It  may  not  always  be 
from  the  pulpit  but  he  is  always  the  proclaimer. 

The  church  should  expect  leadership  and  dh'ec- 
tion  from  the  pastor,  but  they  shoidd  noit  expect 
the  pastor  to  do  all  the  evangelistic  work.  There 
should  be  a  direct  identification  of  the  work  of 
the  laity  with  the  work  of  the  pastor. 

The  decision  for  Christ  is  the  doo:rway  to  dis- 
cipleship  and  effective  service.  Conversion  is 
more  than  a  one  time  affair — ^it  is  the  love  link 
to  a  life  of  commitment  to  Christ.  To  accept  ChriSit 
is  to  accept  the  responsibility  to  proclaim.  The 
main  responsibility  is  always  outside  the  walls 
of  the  church.  To  be  a  Christian  is  to  be  a  witness. 

While  there  wUl  be  a  few  Brethren  Churches 
that  will  do  nothing,  I  know  that  most  of  tihe 
Brethren  churches  are  going  to  accept  the  priority 
challenge  of  Jesus  Christ  to  evangelize  their  com- 
munity and  incorporate  the  evangelized  into 
Christ's  church. 
District  Challenge 

I  am  not  going  to  present  a  lot  of  recoimmenda- 
tions  that  you  would  probably  approve  and  then 
do  nothing  about.  I  will  offer  two  meohanieal 
recommendations  relative  to  Conference  and  -then 


move  to  some  life  or  deatlh  recommendations. 

1.  In  order  to  co-ordinate  our  structure  with  other 
districts  and  General  Conference  I  reco'mmend 
that  a  moderator  elect  be  elected  each  year 
and  that  the  moderator  elect  autoimatically  be- 
come moderator  the  following  year,  and  that 
the  by-laws  be  changed  to  accommodate  this 
recommendation. 

2.  I  recommend  that  the  Rules  of  The  Brethren 
Conference  of  Indiana  be  brought  up  to  date 
and  printed  so  that  copies  can  be  available  to 
anyone  who  would  need  a  copy.  I  would  sug- 
gest that  the  possibility  of  another  format  be 
investigated  to  make  change  more  convenient. 

3.  I  would  like  to  commend  the  National  Board 
of  Christian  Education  for  their  vision  in 
arranging  the  ICL  Conference  for  the  Brethren 
Church.  Other  National  Boards  and  organiza- 
tions, realizing  the  need  for  more  trained  and 
motivated  workers  in  our  Sunday  School  pro- 
gram,  are  supporting  this  Conference. 

I  recommend  that  every  church  have  leadership 
personnel  enrolled  in  and  participating  in  the 
ICL  Conference,  August  11,  12,  of  this  year. 

4.  I  recommend  that  every  church  be  represented 
at  and  partticipating  in  National  Conference. 
Business  has  been  cut  to  a  minimum  so  that 
the  major  part  of  the  program  can  be  given  to 
inspiration  and  training  in  the  critical  field 
of  church  growth. 

5.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  if  the  Brethren  church 
does  not  come  alive  it  will  die  I  recommend 
that  every  church  become  involved  in  a  church 
growth  program.  I  further  recommend  that 
every  church  participate  in  a  church  growth 
seminar,  and  actively  become  Great  Commis- 
sion Churches. 

We  must  growl 


Pict-orial  Potpourri  of  the  Indiana  District  Conference. 
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1.  Prayer  before  meal  outside  dirring  hall. 

2.  Dr.    Delbert  Flora,   Bible   lecturer — (Wm.   Kerner,    Vice  Moderator 
seated.) 

3.  Brotherhood  in  morning  devotion  session  (Ken  Hoioard  leading) 
U-    WMS  presidents  of  Indiana  District  at  prayer  session 

5.  Combined  Ncuppanee  and  Goshen  choirs  under  direction  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Ci'otve  presenting  "Alleluia",  a  praise  service. 

6.  John  Rowsey  and  Jim  Gilmer  at  the  mobile  bookstore  of  the  Publish- 
ing Co. 

7.  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Wilfm'd  Kent  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  Dr.  Kent  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  WMS  Inspirational  service. 

8.  Hog  roast  and  attendant  ("Hey!  Wake  up,  I  need  basting") 

9.  WMS  in  session 

10.  Gene  Geaslen  and  children  (Pop's  turn  to  get  breakfast) 

11.  Indiana  District  pastors  with  Keith  Bennett  presiding  at  Time  Man- 
agement session. 

12.  Youth  panel  discussion 

13.  Mobile  bookstore  ready  to  roll 
H.    Smith  Rose  taping  session 

15.    Jim  Payne  and  Glenn  Bixier  at  Laymen  session. 

Photos  by  John  Rowsey 
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"The  Living  Church~lf$  Foundation" 


This  is  the  second  installment  of  a  senes 
of  articles  on  the  theme  "The  Living  Church" 
by  Pastor  Brian  Moore  who  is  serving  the 
Ardmore  Brethren  Church  in  South  Bend, 
Indiana. 


Acts  2:37-1^2 


What  makes  a  living  cliurch?  What  are  marks 
of  the  church  as  it  iwas  meant  to  be?  What  char- 
acterized that  first  body  of  dynamic  Christians, 
the  church?  Before  all  the  weariness,  the  besetting 
problems  and  the  notions  of  men  to  set  in,  what 
was  the  church  like?  These  and  similar  questions 
have  been  on  our  minds  recently. 

First  we  spoke  of  the  formation  of  that  living 
church — how  its  membership  was  composed  of 
people  who  responded  to  the  appeal  to  turn  froan 
sin  and  live  for  Jesus  Christ.  Those  members  were 
people  who  were  convicted  of  sin,  converted  to 
Jesus  Christ,  and  confessed  Him  through  baptism. 
We  tried  to  establish  the  truth  that  the  living 
church  is  formed  when  a  personal  response  is 
made  to  Jesus  Christ.  There  is  aibsolutely  no  other 
way  to  become  a  true  member  of  the  body  of 
Christ — "except  a  man  :be  born  again,  he  cannot 
see  the  kingdom  of  God."  We  feel,  therefore,  a 
deep  responsibility  to  do  our  best  to  assure  a 
regenerate  membership;  although  it  is  humanly 
impossible  to  be  perfect.  We  have  a  long  way 
to  go! 

People  have  al  sorts  of  self-lonmuilated  ideas 
on  wliat  church  oneimibership  ^means.  They  may 
think  that  you  join  a  church  like  you  join  a  club; 
all  you  have  to  do  is  go  through  the  initiation  rites 
and  you  will  get  your  papers!  Some  don't  even 
want  to  do  that  much;  they  made  a  decision  and 
go  right  on  living  the  way  they  were!  Soime  people 
want  to  unite  with  a  church  ^because  they  are 
enamored  with  the  pastor,  not  because  they  are 
in  love  with  Jesus  Christ;  and  when  the  pastor 
leaves,  they  drop  out.  This  tells  me  the  true  depth 
of  their  commitment.  The  church  is  not  the  "Rev. 
So-and-So  Fan  Club".  This  was  the  exact  problem 
present  in  the  church  at  Corinth.  The  living  church 
is  not  made  up  of  people  like  that.  It  is  made  up 
of  people  who  know  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and 
Savior  and  who  love  Him  and  serve  Him  as  such. 


by  Brian  Moore 


First  we  dealt  with  how  the  church  got  started; 
now  we  want  to  consider  how  it  kept  going.  The 
one  grows  out  of  the  other  like  a  chain  reaction. 
The  initial  stage  of  this  church  showed  3,000 
people  responding  to  Jesus  Christ  presented  in 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  second  stage 
of  the  living  church  shows  that  this  response  was 
not  shallow  nor  superficial.  This  ovas  not  a  mere 
emotional  response,  a  band-wagon  affair,  even 
though  it  involved  such  a  huge  crowd  at  that 
point.  Their  response  proves  once  and  for  all,  I 
hope,  that  being  large  and  spiritual  are  not 
mutually  exclusive  concepts.  The  Brethren  are 
most  guilty  of  thinking  that  spiritual  equals  small 
and  large  equals  shallow.  No,  there  were  over 
3,000  people  and  they  were  very  much  alive!  Well, 
no  matter  what  the  size,  these  responses  are 
utterly  basic  to  any  living  church.  Let's  look  at 
them,  one  by  one. 

A  Hungry  Church  —  "they  devoted  themselves 
to  the  apostles  teaching"  Before  there  was  any 
kind  of  "programmed"  approach  to  the  church,  the 
new  converts  spontaneously  responded  to  the 
desire  for  study  of  the  Word.  (The  Apostles' 
Doctrine  is  what  iwe  now  have  in  our  New  Testa- 
ment). These  new  converts  heard  the  call  oif  Jesus 
Christ,  they  came  to  Him  in  faith,  and  an  imme- 
diate hunger  seemed  to  develop  in  their  souls. 
Christianity  is  a  faith  based  upon  certain  facts 
Which  are  true.  There  is  content  to  the  faith;  and 
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there  is  a  need,  consequently,  to  know  the  con- 
tents of  the  body  of  faith  we  claim  to  espouse. 
These  first  converts  knew  that  baptism  was  not 
(he  end  of  the  journey;  it  was  o'nly  the  gateway 
to  an  ever-enrichdng  experience;  and  they  were 
doing  spontaneously  what  the  Apostle  Peter  later 
was  to  urge  his  readers  to  do:  "Desire  the  sincere 
mUk  of  the  iword  that  you  may  igrow  thereby". 
Parents,  you  remember  when  that  little  infant 
came  to  live  at  your  house.  When  he  came  hoime 
from  the  hospital  and  for  quite  a  few  months 
afterward,  all  he  seemed  to  care  about  was  food! 
He  didn't  care  wthat  time  of  day  it  was!  He  didn't 
care  if  his  parents  were  sound  asleep  in  the  wee 
hours  of  the  morning,  tired  from  a  hard  day!  All 
that  mattered  was  food!  And  so,  six  times  a  day 
that  famUlar  w^ail  ascended  that  called  the  wait- 
ress so  that  ,baby  could  put  in  his  next  order  for 
FOOD!  These  new  Christians  were  hungry  Chris- 
tians. Food,  apiritual  food,  was  their  constant 
cry! 

Now  it  seems  to  me,  on  this  basis,  that  a  new- 
born Christian  who  has  no  spiritual  appetite  has 
a  proiblem!  Just  as  a  baby  who  Will  not  eat  has 
a  serious  problem,  so  the  Christian  who  has  no 
hunger  for  the  Word  of  God  has  some  kind  of 
ailment.  To  be  hungry  is  normal;  to  be  hungry 
for  the  milk  and  imeat  of  the  Scriptures  is  normal ! 
And  that  infant  which  willl  not  eat  had  better  be 
helped  quickly  or  he  will  get  sick  and  wUl  soon 
die.  Even  if  his  life  'is  saved,  if  he  has  not  eaten 
properly  he  will  ibecome  defoirmed  and  have  to 
live  with  this  deformity  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  Brother,  if  you  are  not  hungry  for  the  Word 
O'f  God,  you've  got  a  problem!  You  have  some 
kind  of  spiritual  sickness!  And  your  condition 
must  toe  diagnosed  quickly  and  remedied  promptly 
or  you  will  toecome  deformed  spiritually.  A  living 
Church  is  a  hungry  church. 

A  Loving-  Churcli — "They  continued  stedfastly 
in  .  .  .  fellowship"  This  large  group  of  believers 
had  ibeen  together  previously.  They  had  assembled 
for  a  religious  observance,  no  less.  But  now,  they 
suddenly  ibecame  aware  of  one  another  in  a  new 
and  living  way,  and  they  loved  each  other.  Before, 
it  w^as  just  a  religious  assembly;  now  it  was  a 
fell.awsihip!  Th^ir  common  faith  and  their  coanmon 
experience  ibrought  them  together  in  a  new  rela- 
tionship of  love.  At  this  ipoint  they  were  not 
tainted  with  any  form  of  a  super-individualistic 
spirit  so  well  known  among  us  today.  They  really 
felt  that  they  needed  one  another,  and  certainly 
they  enjoyed  one  another's  presence. 

Someone  said,  "True  fellowship  is  one  of  the 
essential  conditions  of  a  healthful,  happy  and  vig- 
orous existence.  The  church  that  does  not  take 
great  pains  to  cultivate  it  is  untrue  to  itself." 
Again,  we  emphasize,  this  was  a  spontaneous  re- 
sponse. We  find  nothing  here  of  begging  and 
pleading  to  "show  up  at  the  meeting"!  We  have 
here  no  attendance  campaigns  to  get  bigger 
crowds!  They  were  together  and  they  loved  it! 
Note  again,  that  you  can  be  large  and  have  fellow- 
ship. Some  people  are  a!fraid  to  let  their  church 
grow  because  "we  might  lose  the  fellowship".  I'm 
not  saying  that  fellowship  'cannot  be  lost;  I  am 
saying  that  no  matter  what  size  the  body  of  be- 
lievers happens  to  .be,  felowsliip  must  .be  culti- 
vated, il  know  some  Brethren  congregations  which 


are  very  small  but  the  spirit  of  love  and  sharing 
does  not  characterize  them.  And  I  know  of  large 
congregations  where  it  does! 

But  feillowship  does  .mean  togetherness.  You 
will  not  ibe  a  glowing,  growing  Christian  very 
long  when  you  separate  yourself  from  the  cor- 
porate ibody  of  believers.  No,  I'm  not  just  trying 
to  drum  up  more  consistent  attendance  at  all  the 
services.  There  was  no  outside  pressure  e.xerted 
on  these  people  to  come  to  the  fellowship!  They 
came  because  they  were  alive! 

Their  Communion  was  included  in  this  also; 
"the  breaking  of  bread"  .  .  .  This  early  church 
did  not  have  Communion  twice  a  year,  it  was  more 
like  every  day!  Frequency  is  not  the  issue;  parti- 
cipation in  it  is!  Full  half  of  the  church  member- 
ship seldom  or  never  attends  Communion.  No, 
we  are  not  whipping  you  saying,  "You  had  better 
start  coming  to  Communion!"  We  just  ask, 
"Why?"  That  pattern  is  an  indication  of  some- 
thing; something  is  wrong  deep  in  the  life  of 
the  church.  Maybe  we  joined  the  church  for  the 
wrong  reason.  Perhaps  our  love  to  Jesus  has  gotten 
cold;  we  have  lost  our  first  love!  A  living  church 
is  a  loving  church.  Its  people  love  the  Lord  and 
one  another.  And  I  don't  know  of  a  means  by 
which  this  is  expressed  better  than  the  service 
of  Holy   Comimunion. 

A  Praying  Church — "They  were  continually  de- 
voting themse'lves  ...  to  prayer"  Prayer  is  the 
breath  of  the  Christian  and  the  church.  When  it 
does  not  pray,  it  suffocates.  When  it  suffocates, 
it  is  dead.  A  living  church  is  a  praying  church. 

These  early  Christians  'began  to  relate  imme- 
diately to  one  another  in  a  fellowship  of  love; 
but  they  also  began  to  relate  to  heaven  by  means 
of  prayer.  We  will  not  get  into  a  long  discourse 
on  prayer  at  this  point.  Our  purpose  is  to  show 
that  prayer  is  a  vital  part  of  a  living  church.  As 
that  church  was  hungry  for  the  Word,  so  it 
yearned  for  prayer.  A  living  church  must  have 
some  way  to  toeathe.  I  certainly  believe  that 
private  prayer  is  all-important;  your  own  devo- 
tional life  is  utterly  important  to  your  spiritual 
welfare.  But  I  also  believe  that  God  does  some- 
thing when  a  .body  of  Christians  pray  together 
that  He  does  not  ichoose  to  do  when  we  are  off  at 
home  praying  alone.  When  the  church  as  a  body 
turns  to  God  in  earnest  prayer,  heaven's  ears  are 
attentive  to  earth's  cry  in  a  way  unlike  any  other! 
A  missionary  in  Jamaica  was  instrumental  in  the 
planting  of  over  60  congregations.  "What  kind  of 
foillow-up  do  you  have?  How  do  you  know  when 
to  move  on  to  another  area?"  he  was  asked.  His 
answer,  "The  prayer  meeting.  I  don't  acknow- 
ledge any  conversions  until  theise  new  seekers 
show  up  in  iprayer  meetings." 

The  living  church  is  a  praying  church,  a  loving 
church,  a  hungry  church.  To  ail  these  things  was 
added  the  glue  of  continuity.  It  does  not  say  only 
now  and  then,  nor  occasional,  but  continually, 
stedfastly,  they  constantly  applied  themselves  to 
these  things. 

How  albout  you?  A  living  church  is  made  up 
of  living  memlbers.  Where  do  you  stand?  If  indeed 
you  are  risen  w'ith  Christ,  seek  those  things  which 
are  above.  Reckon  yourselves  to  be  dead  indeed 
unto  sin,  ibut  alive,  alive  unto  God  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord. 
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Memorials 


HARRINGTON 

Elizabeth  (Lizzie)  D.  Harrington,  71,  of  Alcron, 
Oiiio  passed  away  June  4,  1975  in  tiie  Akron 
General  Medical  Center.  Survivors  are  a  son, 
George  Utzinger;  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Anna  Mae 
Rhodes;  four  grandchildren  and  five  great- 
grandchildren; a  brother,  Edward  Dinger;  two 
sisters,  Mrs.  Arveda  Strunk  of  Tucson,  Arizona, 
a  member  of  The  First  Brethren  Church  in 
Tucson,  and  Mrs.  Hazel  Hummel.  A  brother, 
Joseph  Dinger,  preceded  her  in  death. 

She  was  a  member  of  the  Firestone  Brethren 
Church,  Akron,  Ohio. 


LANARK  CHURCH  GROWTH  STORY 

This  is  what  the  Lanark  people  said  as  to  why 
they  are  seeing  a  growing  church:  "We  have  Bible 
Study  and  Biblical  Sermons.  .  .  .  Our  people  are 
sharing  their  love  for  Jesus  with  others  .  .  .  We 
have  workers  that  are  willing  to  serve  in  whatever 
way  they  can  .  .  .  Our  pastor  fills  the  needs  of 
the  young  and  the  old.  He  is  able  to  bridge  the 
gap  between  the  young  and  the  old  .  .  .  Our  pastor 
has  an  open  mind  to  both  and  all  sides  of  issues  .  .  . 
We  have  a  good  Church  School  where  parents  are 
involved  .  .  .  We  uphold  families  in  trouble  and 
tragedy,  not  just  during  the  good  times  .  .  .  We're 
growing  because  we  want  to  grow  .  .  .  We  have 
both  leadership  and  fellowship  .  .  .  We  hear  ser- 
mons on  love  and  then  try  to  live  tihem  .  .  .  Our 
workers  are  dedicated  so  that  when  they  do  some- 
thing it  has  to  be  good  and  it  rubs  off  .  .  .  We're 
growing  because  we  are  setting  the  goals  . 
Our  church  stays  out  of  politics,  local  or  na-: 
tional  .  .  .  Our  worship  programs  are  various  and 
diversified — ^we  don't  get  bored." 

As  Pastor,  I  feel  God  has  enabled  the  Church 
to  grow  through  a  viable  Deacon  visitation  min- 
istry, goal  setting  and  planning  through  a  work- 
able program,  and  a  challenge  to  every  new  mem- 
ber to  bring  another  to  Christ.  As  workers  to- 
gether we  have  no  sacred  programs.  We  create  and 
use  what  provides  for  a  sagacious  ministry  to  our 
peoiple  and  to  the  community. 

Paul  D.  Steiner.  Pastor 


Weddings 


BERIE-WHITTED 

On  Saturday,  July  5,  1975  Alice  Berie  and  Mr. 
Elton  Whitted  were  united  in  marriage  at  the 
Washington,  D.C.  Brethren  Church.  Rev.  Robert 
L.  Keplinger  officiated  at  the  ceremony. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitted  are  residing  in  Ashland, 
Ohio. 


MEMBERSHIP  GROWTH 

Sarasota,  Florida — 2  by  baptism 

Mexico,  Indiana — 2  by  baptism 

Maurertown,  Virginia — 7  by  baptism,  1  by  letter 

St.  Luke,  Woodstock,  Virginia — 1  by  baptism 

1  by  letter 
CoUege  Corner,  Wabash,  Indiana — 14  l>y  baptism 
Meyersdale,  Pennsylvania — 4  by  baptism 

3  by  letter 


MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS 

THOMAS  FAMILY  AT  MILLEDGEVILLE  . 
A  tremendous  time  of  spiritual  renewal  was 
experienced  in  the  Brethren  Church  of  Mllledge- 
ville,  Illinois,  as  we  were  priviledged  to  enjoy  the 
preaching  and  musical  ministry  of  The  Thomas 
Family  July  6-11.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Thomas  and 
their  son,  Phil,  of  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  and  their 
son  Rev.  Rodney  Thomas  and  his  lovely  wife, 
Barbara,  of  Huntington,  Indiana,  combined  their 
gifts  in  a  most  wonderful  way  to  provide  an  unfor- 
gettable week  of  ministry  in  Milledgeville.  For 
those  considering  future  weeks  oi  revival  and 
renewal,  I  would  most  certainly  reco'mmend  these 
beautiful  people  be  contacted.  How  fortunate  our 
church  to  have  such  talent,  and  such  willingness 
to  serve,  available  to  us. 

(Evangelist)   Jim  Black,  pastor 
Milledgeville  Brethren  (bhurch 
Milledgeville,  Illinois 
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Daniel  H.  Brenner,  Summer  Intern 
at  the  Sarasota,  Florida  Church 


Dan  Brennei' 


During  the  summer  months  'the  Sarasota  Flirst 
Brethren  Church  hired  Daniel  H.  Brenner,  a 
junior  at  Ashland  College,  to  worli  with  the  pastor. 
Dr.  J.  D.  Hamel,  as  an  intern  in  aU  aspects  of 
the  ministry.  Mr.  Brenner  has  been  the  Editor  of 
the  Christian  page  of  the  "Collegian"  which  is 
the  Ashland  College  Newspaper,  and  some  of  his 
articles  have  been  republished  in  the  Brethren 
Evangelist.  He  is  majoring  in  Sociology  and 
Religion  with  a  minor  in  Social  Work,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Alpha  Theta  Religious  Organ- 
ization on  campus.  He  has  participated  in  several 
team  trips  and  regularly  visited  the  county  jail 
where  he  did  individual  witnessing  for  Christ.  His 
heme  is  in  Stamford,  Connecticut.  He  is  presently 
a  member  of  the  Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church. 

During  his  ministry  in  Sarasota  he  helped 
Pastor  Hamel  organize  a  Detention  Home  Ministry 
for  young  offenders,  counseled  and  made  hundreds 
of  hospital  and  shut-in  calls,  prospect  visitation, 
and  'follow  up  on  new  members,  as  well  as  visited 
in  the  homes  of  our  faithful  worl^ers  in  the  church. 
Dan  has  helped  the  pastor  in  morning  and  evening 
worship  services  and  has  taught  a  Sunday  School 
Class  as  well  as  working  as  Superintendent  of 
the  Teen  Department  of  our  Vacation  Bible  School. 


WOMEN'S  LAB 


Guest  Editor:     Jean  Lersch 


ELDA  TRACY, 
A  FAITHFUL  SERVANT 

At  the  age  when  most  fo^lks  are  looking  forward 
to  "taking  it  easy,"  Elda  Tracy  began  pioneering. 
In  1966,  seven  years  after  selling  their  farm  near 
Logansport,  Indiana,  she  and  her  husband,  Joseph, 
moved  to  the  Howard  House  in  Krypton,  Ken- 
tucky, to  help  with  the  Brethren  mission  work. 
There  they  both  assisted  Marigaret  Lowery  and 
established  ithe  Meadowbranch  Sunday  School.  As 
Elda  now  looks  back,  those  three  years  serving  in 
Kentucky,  helping  the  mountain  folks  study  ithe 
Bible  in  Sunday  School  and  Bible  School,  were  the 
happiest  years  of  her  life. 

Of  course  Elda's  life  had  already  been  limmersed 
in  service  to  the  church.  During  those  yeairs  when 


she  and  Joseph  lived  on  the  farm  in  Indiana  they 
were  deacon  and  deaconness  in  the  Corinth  Breth- 
ren Church.  From  there  they  had  moved  to 
Ashland,  Ohio,  where  they  faithfully  served  in  the 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church  and  Elda  was  super- 
intendent of  the  primary  department  of  the  church 
school.  Even  in  her  weekday  job  in  Ashland — at 
Samaritan  Hospital  where  she  worked  in  ithe 
housekeeping  department — Elda  served. 

In  1969  the  Tracys  moved  to  Largo,  Florida, 
wthere  they  could  help  with  another  imission  ven- 
ture, the  new  work  in  St.  Petersiburg.  Charter 
members  of  that  church,  they  have  helped  in 
many  ways.  Faithfulness  in  attendance  at  the 
church  services,  even  though  they  Uved  ten  miles 
away,  was  their  pattern  until  poor  health  has 
stopped  them.  In  addition  to  attending  services, 
they  wiUingly  drove  to  Brethren  House  one  morn- 
ing each  week  to  help  prepare  Bible-teaching 
materials  and  maintain  the  property. 

This  conscientious  Christian  couple  must  have 
provided  a  home  climate  to  nurture  a  spirit  of 
serving  because  their  two  daughters'  lives  evidence 
this  emphasis.  Charlene  Rowser  just  completed 
her  masters'  degree  in  psychology  and  serves  in 
Dayton,  Ohio,  as  a  school  psychologist.  She  also 
serves  in  the  New  Lebanon  Church  as  wife  oif  the 
pastor. 

MarUyn  Crosby  is  a  competent  nurse  who  spe- 
cializes in  intravenous  feeding  of  patients  at 
Mound  Park  Hospital  in  Clearwater,  Florida.  She 
and  her  family  are  active  in  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  Largo  Where  their  son  Rick  serves  as  one  of 
the  organists. 

For  her  work  in  the  Corinth  Church,  the  Ash- 
land Park  Street  Church,  the  Krypton  mission 
work,  the  St.  Petersburg  Church,  and  her  nurture 
of  her  own  family — a  lifetime  of  Christian  service 
throiugih  tihe  Brethren  Church — we  salute  Elda 
Tracy. 
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The  Music  Ministry 


The  Music  Ministry  is  not  new.  The  terminology 
perhaps  is.  Music  finds  itself  within  the  total 
miinistry  thrust  of  today's  church;  and  many  are 
called  upon  to  serve  In  leadership  roles.  In  an 
article  I  wrote  last  year  entitled  "The  Multiplied 
Minls'try"  I  attempted  to  formulate  some  defini- 
tiO'ns  for  ministry,  the  church,  and  the  place  of 
service  we  all  have  in  them.  Attention  was  focused 
on  a  biblical  method  for  ministry  as  recorded  in 
Acts  6:1-7.  Take  a  moment  to  read  these  verses  .  .  . 

After  the  murmuring  of  the  Grecians  against 
the  Hebrews  seven  additional  men  were  set  apart 
for  work  in  the  ministry.  These  men  were  chosen 
to  do  work  not  directly  related  to  the  verbal  preach- 
ing of  the  Word.  Their  ministerial  function  was 
different  and  yet  so  significant  to  the  total  min- 
istry that  they  were  set  apart  and  received  'the 
laying  on  of  hands.  And,  as  I  read  that  passage 
I  find  no  difference  between  the  laying  on  of 
hands  for  them  or  any  other  such  ordination. 

What  is  the  biblical  method  here  exemplified 
for  the  work  of  ministry?  It  is  deleg-ation  of 
responsibility.  We  are  equal  in  worth  and  usability 
in  God's  eyes.  At  my  Ohuroh,  The  Brethren  Church 
of  New  Lebanon,  'the  congregation  chose  to  call 
an  additional  staff  person  to  assist  the  congrega- 
tion and  its  Pastor.  While  my  duties  (or  that  of 
any  other  multiple  staff  person)  are  not  always 
directly  related  to  the  pastoral  and  preaching  func- 
tions of  the  Senior  Minister,  I  do  perform  admin- 
istrative and  professional  duties  In  the  Christian 
Education  and  Music  ministries.  This,  as  the  Acts 
account  reveals,  incorporates  the  biblical  method 
of  delegation  of  responsibility  and  enables  the 
Pastor  to  concentrate  on  the  work  for  which  he 
was  primarily  called.  By  the  same  taken  I  do  the 
work  for  which  I  was  primarily  called. 

Those  of  you  who  are  unfamiliar  with  the 
structure  of  an  organized  Music  Ministry  program 
of  a  local  church  might  benefit  from  an  explana- 
tion of  basic  terminology  in  the  field.  The  Minister 
of  Music  (usually  found  in  a  multiple  staff  min- 
istry situation)  is  involved  with  more  than  simply 
dhoral  and  instrumental  ensemble  directing  and 
congregational  song  leading.  He/she  is  concerned 
with  .the  total  congregation,  the  needs  of  the  con- 
gregation as  individuals;  what  music  will  best 
meet  those  needs  and  effect  desired  responses. 
Through  the  choice  and  use  of  music  the  Minister 
of  Music  (or  perhaps  better  phrased  the  Minister 
through  Music)  is  involved  in  the  process  of 
instilling  theological  concepts  and  devotional 
vocabulary. 


by  Peter  Rousakki 


The  background  for  the  rcAe  of  Minisiter  of  Music 
has  its  roots  in  the  Temple  Worship  led  by  the 
Levites.  Later  in  the  Synagogues,  the  Medieval 
Christian  church  and  in  the  Lutheran  Reformatioin 
the  cantor  played  a  simiLar  role.  In  the  Church  of 
England  and  early  in .  American  histoiry  the  choir- 
master assumed  the  music  leadership  respon- 
sibiUties. 

By  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth  century  many 
ohurdhes  with  growing  membership  began  hiring 
a  Director  of  Music  to  be  in  charge  of  more  than 
one  choir.  The  graded  choir  scene  was  emerging. 
By  the  mid-twentieth  century  protestant  churches 
saw  the  evolution  of  the  Minister  of  Music  whose 
responsibilities  not  only  included  the  professional 
choir  directing  tasks  but  also  a  thoughtful  con- 
sideration of  using  music  to  minister  to  persons 
and  through  persons. 

Three  distinct  functions  may  be  seen  in  the 
role  of  Music  Minister. 

"The  first  responsibility  of  the  Minister  of 
Music  is  to  gather  the  people.  We  imght  call 
this  the  organizational  dimension  of  the  music 
ministry.  Some  form  of  music  is  used  with 
nearly  every  churdh  gathering.  Because  it  is 
so  familiar  and  flexible  it  is  the  most  popular 
means  of  capturing  and  holding  the  attention 
of  the  people.  Music  may  be,  in  fact,  the  chief 
attraction  for  some.  The  most  important 
organizational  factor  in  the  use  of  music  is 
that  it  allows  for  active  partioii>ation.  In  the 
case  of  congregational  singing,  that  experience 
is  reinforced  ipsydhalogically  iby  Iflie  sense  of 
fellowship. 
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The  second  responsibility  of  the  minister 
through  music  as  to  teach  'the  people.  We 
might  call  this  the  educational  dimension  of 

the  Music  Ministry.  The  moiSt  important  edu- 
cational factors  are  that  a  'theology'  is  being 
instilled,  a  devotional  vocabulary  is  being 
developed,  a  musico-poetic  language  is  being 
learned,  and  performance  skills  are  being 
refined. 

The  third  responsibility  of  the  minister 
'through  music  is  to  care  for  the  people.  We 
rnight  call  this  the  theraputic  dimension  of 
'the  music  ministry.  The  abiUty  to  "care  for" 
and  to  be  "cared  for"  in  the  pastoral  sense 
involves  several  prerequisite  factors:  a  feel- 
ing of  knowing  the  group,  a  feeling  of  healthy 
dependence  on  the  group,  and  a  feeling  of 
commitment  to  the  ideals  of  the  group.  Music 
in  the  organizational  and  educatioinal  sense, 
contributes  significantly  to  this  feeling  of 
community  identification."' 

Therefore,  the  music  ministry  finds  its  place 
in  the  ministry  function  of  the  church  as  it  helps 
to  meet  the  physical,  social,  spiritual,  men'tal, 
emotional,  and  aesthetic  needs  of  persons. 

Universally  known  quotes  may  be  appropriate 
at  this  point.  Martin  Luther  said:  "Next  to  the 
Word  of  God,  music  deserves  the  highest  praise. 
The  gift  of  language  co'mbined  with  the  gift  of 
song  was  given  to  man  that  he  should  proclaim 
the  Word  of  God  through  music."  J.  S.  Bach  said: 
"The  aim  and  final  purpose  of  all  music  is  'the 
glory  of  God  and  the  recreation  of  the  mind." 

To  ;be  specifically  biblical  music  is  a  gift  of  God. 
It  theref oire  must  be  used  first  of  all  for  the  glory 
at  God.  It  belongs  to  God.  He  made  it.  Colossians 
1:17-18  states:  "And  he  is  before  all  things,  and 
'by  ihim  all  things  consist.  He  is  the  head  of  the 
body,  'the  church;  ...  in  all  things  he  must  have 
preeminence." 

Secondly,  imusic  sliould  be  used  for  the  edifica- 
tion of  the  'body  of  Ohrist  Qip'hesians  4:12).  Now — 
that  isounds  not  only  theologically  correct — it 
soun'ds  ideal.  However,  it  is  my  expe'rience  -that 
most  persons  in  the  church,  including  Pastors, 
have  very  little  orientation  or  training  in  such 
matters  and  often  approach  the  music  ministry  in 
ignorance  and  with  fear  and  trembling.  The  result 
— ^confusion,  improper  use,  misunderstanding.  I've 
'heard  it  said,  "the  music  department  is  the  war 
department  of  the  church'.  I  think  that's  so  sad. 
It  doesn't  have  to  be  that  way  especially  if  the 
Pastor  (if  no  one  else)  'has  some  orientation  on 
how  to  deal  with  the  music  program. 

Furthermore,  orientation  in  the  mechanics  and 
'tools  of  music  for  Pastors  would  greatly  enrich 
the  music  thrust  of  any  church.  I'm  happy  to  say 
our  'Seminary  is  seeing  this  need  and  is  offering 
■one  course  this  spring  focusing  on  the  Pastor  and 
the  'music  program  of  'the  local  church.  The  course 
will  deal  with  many  kinds  of  practical  situations, 
problems,  and  relationships  that  often  occur.  Also 
included  will  be  philosophical  Implications  of 
music  in  wo'rship. 

"The  key  to  the  layman's  response  to  music  in 
worship  is  his  understanding  not  only  of 
music,  tout  of  worship  itself.  I  find  that  those 
iwho  have  strange  ideas  albo'Ut  music  base  their 
ideas  on  oorresponding  concepts  of  worship. 


If  worship  is  a  time  to  be  harmlessly  enter- 
tained,  then    the   music   should   be   tunefully 
entertaining.  If  worship  is  a  time  to  be  quiet, 
somber,  and  imdisturbed,  then  the  music  will 
have  to  be  quiet,   somber,   and  undisturbing. 
If  worship  is  a  time  to  so'mehow  get  "back  to 
God,"  to  recapture  feelings  of  the  good  old 
days  when  we  were  all  more  religious,  then 
the   music   wHI    have   to    be   the   sentimental 
music  of  the  past.  Music's  purpose  is  to  en- 
hance and  reinforce  the  impact  o£  worship  for 
the  worshiper.  At  best  it  can  be  only  as  effec- 
tive as  the  worship  itself.  This  brings  us  to 
the  Pastor.  If  the  worship  is  poorly  conceived 
and  planned,  good  music  wUl  not  save  it.  If 
the  minister  leads  the  congregation  to  a  heal- 
thy  and   creative  approach   to  worship,   poor 
music  wiU  obviously  be  inappropriate."^ 
Also   included  in   the   ATS   course  are  further 
considerations   of   the   role   of  the  Pastor  in  ithe 
music   program.    Study  wUl   include   how   to   use 
the  hymnal  effectively  and  ho'W  to  interpret  hymns 
for   worship   and   teaching   enrichment.    Someone 
may  ask — Why  study  hymns?  First  of  aU,  hymns 
are    the    most    popular    and    universal    form    of 
English  poetry  serving  to  unite  the  congregation 
and  lift  a  powerful  expression  of  praise,  adoration, 
and    petition.    Second,    the   congregation    gets   its 
grass  roots  theology  through  hymns.  They  serve 
as  a  valuable  teaching  tool.  Third,  hymns  are  the 
church  musician's  stock  and  trade.  Every  church 
has   musicians.   Fourth,   the   literature  of  hymns 
help  to  comfort  and  nourish.  Fifth,  hymns  serve 
as  the  backbone  of  the  music  repertoire  for  all 
activities  of  the  church.  Sixth,  the  Pastor  is  the 
worship  leader  in  most  churches.  As  such  he  is 
responsible  for  selecting  appropriate  hymns  in  his 
order  of  service. 

Also  provided  for  the  students  in  the  course 
wUl  be  valuable  'bibliographies  of  materials  and 
basic  resources  usable  in  the  local  ohureh.  As 
these  are  created  for  the  students  they  wOl  be 
passed  on  to  you — ^all  in  subsequent  issues  of  the 
Evangelist. 

I  trust  an  increased  awareness  and  appreciation 
for  the  ministry  of  Jesus  CShrisit  through  music 
may  continue  to  enrich  His  Church  and  be  useful 
in  reaching  disciples  for  our  Lord. 

FOOTNOTES 

1  "The  Musician  As  Minister"  John  N. 
Sims,  The  Review  and  Expositor,  winter  1966  (63: 
84-94). 

2  There's  IMore  to  Church  IVIusic  Than 
Meets  the  Ear  Richard  Devinney,  Fortress  Press: 
Plhiladelphia,  1972,  pp.  58-59. 
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IMPACT   IDEAS   FOR    SUCCESS 


"Self  motivation  is  the  power  that  raises  a  man 
to  any  level  he  seeks.  The  truly  successful  man 
realizes  his  personal  responsibility  for  seM- 
motivation.  He  starts  ihimself  because  he  has  the 
key  to  his  own  ignition  switch." 

Norval  Hadley  said,  "Modern  behavioral  science, 
with  the  help  of  the  latest  business  and  industrial 
research  and  of  approved  psychological  testing 
techniques,  has  come  up  with  a  marvelous  list  of 
qualities  that  make  a  person  successful. 

There  are  seven  of  them:  1.  Have  a  dream. 
2.  Have  a  spirit  of  dedication.  3.  Have  a  healthy 
self-appreciation.  5.  Have  a  passion  for  excellence. 
6.  Have  a  positive  mental  attitude.  7.  Have  a 
faith!" 

1.  Have  a  dream.  TELL  A  DREAM  AND  DO  A 
DREAM!  (Joel  Chapter  2,  verse  28.  Proverbs 
29:  verse  18.)  A  dream  costs  nothing.  Dr.  Paul 
Meyer  said,  "Whatever  you  vividly  imagine, 
ardently  desire,  sincerely  believe,  and  enthus- 
iastically act  upon  .  .  .  must  inevitably  come 
to  pass."  Decide  with  the  help  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  a  vision  of  what  you  want  to  happen  in 
your  life  and  in  your  dhurch  now,  six  months 
from  now,  one  year  from  now,  or  five  years 
from  now. 

Crystallize  your  thinking,  determine  what 
specific  goal  you  want  to  achieve.  Then  dedi- 
cate yourself  to  its  attainment  with  unswerving 
singleness  of  purpose.  Goal  setting  is  the 
strongest  human  force  for  self-motivation.  If 
you  want  to  accomplish  anything  of  conse- 
quence in  your  church  then  set  a  goal.  Once 
you  set  a  goal,  believe  firmly  and  unequivocally 
that  you  wiU  reach  it.  It  was  Garfield  who  said, 
"things  don't  turn  up  in  this  world  until  some- 
body turns  them  up." 

Are  you  in  earnest?  "Seize  this  very  minute; 
what  you  can  do,  or  dream  you  can,  begin  it." 
Opportunities  are  everywhere  for  the  person 
who  understands  and  uses  self-motivation,  but 
it  is  impossible  to  motivate  someone  else  until 
you've  learned  to  motivate  yourself. 

2.  Have  a  spirit  of  dedication.  Nothing  can  hold 
back  the  person  who  manifests  dedication 
toward  noble  purpose.  YOU  have  the  capacity 
.  .  .  the  will  .  .  .  the  dedication  for  greater  ac- 
complishments .  .  .  within  YOU.  The  mental 
attitude  with  which  you  approach  and  treat 
trifling  occurrences,  petty  resentments,  set- 
backs or  obstacles  along  the  way  .  .  .  wiU  defin- 
itely determine  what  measure  of  success  is 
to  be  yours.  Determine  today  to  put  just  a 
little  more  into  your  ministry.  Back  in  1776 
Thomas  Paine  wrote:  ".  .  .  the  harder  the  con- 
flict, the  more  glorious  the  triumph.  What  we 
obtain  too  cheap,  we  esteem  too  lightly."  So  it 
is  with  you  .  .  .  YOU  grow  stronger  through 
adversity,  but  the  triumph  ibrouglht  about  by 
your  determination  and  dedication  is  the  more 
glorious  because  YOU  did  not  obtain  it  "too 
cheap". 


by  Dr.  J.  D.  Hamel 


3.  Have  a  spirit  of  enthusiasm.  Modem  motiva- 
tion techniques  teaches  that  "purpose  is  like 
the  rudder  of  your  ship  of  life.  Enthusiasm  is 
the  power  that  drives  it  through  the  storms. 
ENTHUSIASM  IS  CONTAGIOUS."  Success  on 
fire  is  enthusiasm.  Emerson  tells  us:  "Every 
great  and  commanding  movement  in  the  annals 
of  the  world  is  the  triumph  of  enthusiasm. 
Nothing  great  was  ever  accomplished  without 
it."  Tackle  each  phase  of  your  day  with  re- 
newed assurance  and  intense  interest.  This 
makes  everybody  around  you  love  life  and 
want  to  succeed.  As  we  examine  the  lives  of 
those  who  have  risen  to  great  heights  in  their 
chosen  fields  of  endeavor,  we  find  a  very  defin- 
ite indication  that  success  is  actually  due  less 
to  one's  ability  than  to  the  enthusiastic  drive 
behind  the  Objective.  That  which  originally  in- 
spired you  toward  a  desired  goal  in  your  min- 
istry, when  harnessed  to  enthusiasm,  wUl  block 
out  all  obstacles  from  your  path.  Stir  up  en- 
thusiasm toward  your  greatest  desires  that  wUl 
become  so  contagious  and  reward  you  so  hand- 
somely people  will  point  at  you  and  say,  "There 
goes  Success  on  Fire." 

4.  Have  a  healthy  self-appreciation.  Jesus  said, 
"Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth  .  .  Ye  are  the  light 
of  the  world."  (Matt.  5:13-14)  Begin  to  appre- 
ciate yourself,  your  possibilities  and  your  oppor- 
tunities .  .  and  pass  that  appreciation  along 
to  others. 
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Have  a  passion  for  excellence.  Don't  be  satis- 
fied with  the  mediocre.  Dr.  Bob  Pierce,  founder 
of  World  Vision,  used  to  say,  "The  difference 
between  an  amateur  and  a  professional  is  just 
that  extra  5  percent."  Your  success  picture 
will  develop  tremendous  expansion  once  you 
have  acquired  a  real  purpose  or  goal  in  your 
ministry.  When  you've  decided  on  YOUR  GOAL 
OR  PURPOSE,  throw  into  it  your  entire 
strength  of  mind,  muscle  and  soul.  The  fine 
faculty  to  dream  was  not  given  to  mock  or 
destroy  you.  Instead,  there  is  a  great  reality 
back  of  it.  You  will  remain  in  mediocre  cir- 
'cumstances  as  long  as  you  have  only  the  am- 
bition of  a  mediocre  existence.  Don't  ever  ac- 
cept second  best.  Whether  therefore  ye  eat,  or 
drink,  or  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory 
of  God"   (I  Cor.  10:31). 

Have  a  positive  mental  attitude.  The  harvest 
we  reap  in  our  lives  is  measured  by  the  atti- 
tudes and  habits  we  cultivate.  Every  successful 
leader  has  a  success  attitude  and  knows  where 
he  stands  and  where  he  is  going.  A  positive 
mental  attitude  is  rooted  in  clear,  calm  and 
honest  self-confidence.  You  are  where  you  are 
and  what  you  are  ibecause  of  the  dominating 
thoughts  that  occupy  your  mind.  The  realiza- 
tion of  all  your  dreams,  your  hopes,  your  wish- 
es is  centered  in  .  .  .  YOUR  MENTAL  ATTI- 
TUDE. Rdbert  Schuler's  positive  thinkers'  creed 
is  "When  faced  with  a  mountain  I  will  not  quit! 
I  will  keep  on  striving  until  I  climb  over,  find 


a  pass  through,  tunnel  underneath  ...  or  simply 
stay  and  turn  the  mountain  into  a  gold  mine, 
with  God's  help!"  The  Apostle  Paul  said,  "Re- 
joice in  the  Lord  alway;  and  again  I  say,  Re- 
joice ...  Be  careful  for  nothing;  but  in  every- 
thing by  prayer  and  supplication  with  thanks- 
giving let  your  requests  be  made  known  unto 
God.  And  the  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  shall  keep  your  hearts  and 
minds  through  Christ  Jesus."  (Phil.  4:4,  6-7) 
KJV 

Have  faith.  Behind  every  success  story  you  will 
find  a  simple  explanation  of  great  faith.  That 
unshakeable  belief  in  God  -which  carries  us  to 
the  pinnacle  of  success  in  our  chosen  endeavors. 
Faith  in  your  ability  to  do  a  job  gets  that  job 
done.  Faith  in  your  dreams  brings  them  into 
reality.  No  matter  what  your  present  situation 
may  appear  to  be,  YOU  have  within  you  the 
capacity  for  greatness  .  .  aH  it  needs  to  tolossom 
forth  is  your  FAITH.  Your  new  ventures  in 
your  ministry  will  be  never  ending  once  you've 
given  FAITH  the  STARRING  ROLE  in  your 
everyday  life.  The  Bible  says,  "Verily  I  say 
unto  you,  If  ye  have  faith  as  a  grain  of  mustard 
seed,  ye  shall  say  unto  this  mountain.  Remove 
hence  to  yonder  place;  and  it  shall  remove; 
and  nothing  shall  be  impossible  unto  you." 
(Matt.  17:20)  KJV 

"I    can    do    all    things    through    Christ    who 
strengtheneth  me."   (PhU.  4:13)   KJV 


An  Investment  That  Always  Pays  Off 


"As  we  all  know,  anyone  with  a  Mck  of  sense 
and  a  few  bucks  to  invest  is  desperately  beating 
the  bushes  for  a  hedge  against  inflation  (Or  is  it 
beating  the  hedge  for  a  bush  against  inflation?) 

"Anyway,  -these  frightened  folks  are  putting 
their  money  into  all  sorts  of  things:  land,  goild 
coin,  sliver  bullion,  Indian  jewelry,  paintings — 
everytihing  but  the  cookie  jar. 

"I  think  I  have  a  better  investment  than  any  of 
these,  one  that's  practically  guaranteed  to  bring 
more  return  on  the  dollar  than  any  commodity 
on  earth.  Are  you  ready? 

"Put  your  money  into  collection  plates.  That's 
iright — that  thing  that  always  passes  you  by  at 
the  Sunday  service  while  you're  still  fumbling  in 
your  pocket  for  something  smaller  than  a  $5  Mil. 

"Why  am  I  ipushing  God,  you  ask?  First,  I'm 
counting  on  a  spiritual  kickback  for  every  extra 
buck  I  ibring  in.  Second,  I  firmly  and  honestly 
believe  you'^H  get  a  lot  more  than  your  money 


back.  The  return  might  not  toe  something  you  can 
hold  in  your  hand — but  you'll  be  able  to  get  your 
heart  around  it. 

"The  third  reason  I'm  writing  this  column  is  to 
counteract  the  nationwide  publicity  given  a  Florida 
man  who  sued  his  church.  Three  years  ago,  on  the 
minister's  promise  that  "blessing  and  rewards  will 
come"  to  those  who  give  generously,  the  plaintiff 
put  $800  in  the  collection  plate. 

"Since  then,  he  contended  in  his  suit,  he  has 
received  neither  blessings  nor  rewards.  (He 
dropped  the  court  action  when  a  Texan  refunded 
his  $800.) 

"Well,  any  man  who  would  file  a  suit  like  that 
wouldn't  recotgnlze  a  blessing  or  a  reward  if  it 
was  hand-delivered  by  Gabriel  the  Archangel. 

"I  repeat:  Invest  in  God.  He  just  doesn't 
depreciate." 

By  Juri  Fiebig  in  "Mark  My  Words." 
from  Sarasota  Sunday  BuUeitin 
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PERSONAL   GROWTH   WITHIN 
THE   BODY 


Presented  to  the  Ohio  Conference  of 
Brethren  Churches  assembled  at  Camp 
Bethany  on  June  20,  1975  by  Moderator 
Alvin  Grumbling.  Elder  Gnimbling  is  pastor 
of  The  First  Brethren  Church  of  Neivark, 
Ohio. 

In  planning  for  tMs  conference,  the  executive 
committee  lias  assigned  the  moderator  the  subject 
of  personal  growth.  In  accordance  with  that  assign- 
ment, I  want  to  share  with  you  so-me  concerns 
that  I  have  about  personal  spiritual  growth.  Our 
scripture  reference  is  that  familiar  passage  from 
Ephesians  4:11-15  which  speaks  to  us  about 
growth. 

Church  growth  is  a  familiar  subject  to  all  of 
us.  We  are  rejoicing  in  what  the  Lord  is  doing  in 
soime  of  our  churches  as  a  result  of  church  growth 
studies  and  emphases.  But  we  all  realize  that 
the  church  cannot  grow  unless  you  and  I  grow 
with  it.  Or  perhaps  it  is  the  other  way  around, 
that  ais  you  and  I  grow,  the  church  grows  with  us 
for  the  cause  oi  Jesus  Christ. 

When  I  begin  to  think  about  personal  growth 
within  the  church  I  begin  to  talk  a;bout  the  pastor 
first.  In  my  years  of  ministry  I've  heard  so  many 
times  the  phrase  "The  pastor  is  the  key  man" 
that  I  guess  it  is  kind  of  ground  into  me.  And  I 
have  come  to  the  place  in  my  oiwn  ministry  that 
When  things  are  not  going  as  they  ought  to  within 
the  church,  I  find  imyself  sitting  down  in  the  study 
and  automatically  looking  at  myself,  asking  my- 
self what  have  I  done  or  not  done.  So  I  believe 
that  in  talking  about  growth  we  ought  to  talk 
about  the  pastor.  I  do  not  intend  to  set  myself 
above  my  fellow  pastors  to  teU  them  what  to  do 
ofc  iwhaX  not  to  do.  I  simply  want  to  express  my 
concerns  in  this  area  as  it  affects  my  life. 


The  church  can  only  grow  as  far  as  the  pastor 
can  lead  them.  If  the  pastor  himself  does  not  grow, 
he  cannot  expect  his  church  to  grow  either.  And  I 
recognize  that  this  can  become  difficult  at  times. 
Making  no  excuse,  but  pastors  are  quite  busy  at 
times.  And  in  my  own  life  I  find  times  when  it 
is  difficult  to  sit  down  and  find  those  quiet  times 
with  the  Lord;  and  yet  this  is  how  I  groiw  spirit- 
ually. In  times  when  things  are  going  good,  it  is 
easy  to  live  as  we  ought  to  with  the  Lord.  But 
when  the  situation  is  rather  stagnant  in  the 
church,  it  is  easy  for  the  pastor  to  be  down  in  the 
dumps  and  not  growing  spiritually  as  he  should. 
But  notice  that  Paul  in  Ephesians  4  begins  with 
the  pastor-teacher.  The  pastor  must  have  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  spiritual  growth  in  his  own  life 
before  he  can  lead  others.  And  somehow  I  must 
begin  with  myself  in  this  matter  of  growth. 

But  I  have  a  concern  here  for  future  pastors 
also.   We   have  heard  and   seen   so   often   in   the 
past  the  need  for  more  pastors.  Our  Seminary, 
our    Missionary   Board   and   others   have   pointed 
out  this  need.  The  1974  General  Conference  took 
same  action  in  this  area  by  recommending  that 
each    district    estaiblish    its    own    committee    fori 
ministerial  recruitment.  Here  I  would  offer  myj 
first    recommendation.    In    accordance    with    the 
actions  of  the  1974  General  Conference,  I  reconij 
mend  that  the  Ohio  District  Conference  establis 
a    committee   for   ministerial   recruitment,    to 
composed   of    one   representative   from    the 
isters,   W.M.S.,   laymen   and   youth   organizatic 
plus  the  'Moderator-elect  as  chairman. 

The  pastor-iteacher  is  to  perfect  or  equip  or 
the  saints.  We  realize  that  the  goal  of  church" 
growth  is  not  to  make  church  members,  but  the 
goal  is  to  make  disciples  for  Christ.  Thus  you 
and  I  who  have  accepted  Jesus  Christ  cannot  be 
satisfied  just  to  be  church  members.  We  must 
become  disciples.  Remember  that  salvation  is  free, 
but  discipleship  costs  everything.  We  must  grow 
personally.  You  cannot  go  out  and  share  with 
someone  else  what  you  do  not  already  have  your- 
self. If  Jesus  is  not  living  within  you  t>y  the  power 
of  the  Spirit  and  making  you  a  disciple,  you  can-' 
not  talk  to  others  about  being  a  disciple. 

It  is  easy  to  let  others  do  it  or  to  let  the  pastor 
do  the  job.  But  Paul  points  out  rthat  the  saints 
are  to  'be  equipped  to  do  the  work  of  ministry. 
Church  work  was  not  intended  to  be,  and  is  not 
now,  a  one  man  job.  Paul  talks  about  the  church 
as  a  body  made  up  of  many  members.  God  has 
given  each  of  us  gifts  to  be  used  in  the  body.  And 
all  parts  of  the  body  are  needed. 

I  am  concerned  here  ithat  we  become  disciples 
in  our  churches.  So  I  offer  my  second  recommen- 
dation. I  recommend  that  each  of  us  in  our  local 
churches  strive  for  a  deeper  personal  spiritual 
growth  in  order  that  we  may  be  more  effective 
disciples  for  work  in  church  growth. 

We  have  heard  this  before.  And  yet  somehow 
it  must  be  applied  personally  in  our  Mves.  Don't 
look   at   someone   else.   Apply  'this   to  your  own 
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life.  Peter  talks  about  desiring  the  sincere  mUk 
of  the  Word  that  we  may  grow.  Paul  tells  us  that 
we  should  not  be  satisfied  with  just  the  milk,  but 
that  we  should  desire  the  meat  of  the  Word  also. 
If  the  membership  of  the  Church  is  not  wilUriig  to 
grow  personally  for  the  cause  of  Jesus  Christ, 
hoiw  can  we  expect  to  reach  out  to  Oithers?  Any 
human  being  or  any  church  which  expects  sorne- 
one  else  to  do  something  that  they  themselves  are 
not  wiUing  to  do  has  a  problem  to  ■beg'in  with.  We 
must  grow  personally  and  spiritually  to  become 
better  disciples. 

This  not  only  works  in  the  church,  I  think  it 
works  in  the  district  also.  And  here  I  share  with 
you  a  coincem  without  any  recommendation.  A 
number  of  concerns  have  been  expressed  about 
our  North  East  Ohio  Laymen  group.  I  do  not  want 
to  put  anyone  on  the  spot  or  fix  any  blame.  But 
I  am  concerned  that  this  group  has  not  been 
active  for  some  time.  God  still  works  with  men 
today,  in  spite  of  Women's  Lib.  I  am  concerned 
not  just  that  we  have  a  district  organization.  I 
have  a  deeper  concern  for  the  purposes  and  moti- 
vations. And  this  applies  to  all  of  our  district 
organizations  for  in  these  organizations  we  can 
share  together  our  faith  and  our  joys  and  our 
problems.  In  these  organizations  we  can  uphold 
one  another  in  the  edifying  of  the  body.  And  in 
our  mutual  strength  we  are  better  able  to  reach 
out  for  the  cause  of  Jesus  Christ.  So  I  share  with 
you  this  concern  that  you  may  pray  about  it  and 
that  from  our  prayers  God  will  be  better  ajble  to 
work  with  us  in  this  district. 

I  have  another  concern  to  share  with  you.  And 
I  trust  you  wUl  take  it  as  it  is  meant.  I  am  con- 
cerned that  we  have  weaker,  inactive  members  in 
our  churches.  We  have  talked  about  this  in  so 
majiy  ways  in  our  denomination,  and  no  one 
seems  to  have  come  up  with  a  satisfactory  answer. 
(And  I  do  not  have  that  answer  myself.)  There  is 


an  old  saying  that  a  chain  is  no  stronger  than 
it's  weakest  member.  Sometimes  it  seems  that  it 
is  easier  to  cut  out  the  weaker  links  by  roll  re- 
vision than  to  strengthen  them.  The  problem  is 
not  easy.  But  the  Bible  says  that  "we  who  are 
strcng  ought  to  bear  the  infirmities  of  the  weak", 
Rom.  15:1.  Thus  we  ought  to  be  concerned  about 
those  inactive  members. 

In  a  recent  report  to  Central  Council,  Smith 
Rose  spoke  about  this.  He  pointed  out  that  many 
times  we  have  simply  made  church  members  who 
have  never  been  disoipled.  Thus  we  need  to  have 
a  concern  for  the  discipling  of  our  weaker  mem- 
bers in  our  church.  So  I  offer  my  third  recommen- 
dation. I  recommend  that  each  local  church  make 
a  concerned  effort  at  strengthening  their  weaker, 
inactive  members  for  discipleship  so  that  the 
church  may  have  a  stronger  base  for  outreach  in 
church  growth.  I  recognize  that  some  churches 
have  made  this  effort.  But  because  of  this  con- 
cern I  urge  us  to  make  the  effort,  if  we  have  not 
already  done  so. 

Finally,  I  leave  us  with  a  challenge.  This  comes 
from  our  conference  secretary.  Donna  Stoffer.  In 
one  of  our  late  evening  phone  conversations  re- 
garding the  conference  program  she  offered  this 
idea.  She  said  that  she  would  like  to  have  someone 
ask  this  question:  Will  they  know  we  are  Chris- 
tians? So  I  put  it  out  to  you  this  morning.  Will 
they  know  we  are  Cliristians  by  our  concern  tfor 
future  pastors?  Or  will  they  miss  it?  WUl  they 
know  we  are  Christians  by  our  love  in  action  as 
they  see  we  are  walking  with  Jesus  and  striving 
to  be  His  disciples  day  after  day?  Or  is  something 
missing  in  our  lives?  WiU  ithey  know  we  are  Chris- 
tians by  our  love  in  action  in  bearing  the  infirm- 
ities of  the  weaker  members  and  trying  to 
strengthen  them  for  discipleship?  Or  will  our 
concern  be  missing?  Will  they  know  we  are  Chris- 
tians by  our  love  in  action? 


Who,  What,  and  Where  at  Ohio  District 
Conference  Camp  Bethany 


Dr.  Jerry  Flora,  Inspirational  speaker 
photos  by  the  roving  photographer,  Joihn  Rowsey 


Rest  time  (Guess  who) 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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W.M.S.  Session 


E 


One  of  the  Discussion  Groups  on 
Executive  Committee  report 


Mobile  Bookstore  patrons 


If  a  man  desires  that  all  things  should  come  to 
him,  he  better  try  going  the  wrong  way  on  a  one- 
way street. 


The  fellow  who  puts  on  the  dog  usually  winds 
up  with  a  tight  collar  and  short  leash. 


"What   to  do  with  your  weight:   puli  it,   don't 
throw  it  around." 

Manteca,  California  Bulletin 


Let's  face  it  gals,  if  all  husbaods  were  perfect, 
you  wouldn't  have  anythiriig  to  do. 


To  Women  Libbers:  The  man  Without  a  coun- 
try thoug'ht  he  was  bad  off.  You  haven't  seem  any- 
thing yet  until  you  see  a  country  without  a  man. 


If  you  do  not  care  to  be  criticized:  Do  nothing, 
Say  nothing,  Be  nothing. 


When  you're  ready  to  go  off  the  edge — remem- ' 
ber  that  the  Lord  in  His  infinite  mercy  made  the 
world  round. 


If  your  day  is  hemmed  with  prayer,  it  is  less 
likely  to  unravel. 


Why  is  a  oonsoioius  like  a  bumlbletoee?  — Because 
it  can  make  you  most  uncomfortable  without 
even  stinging  you. 


The  greatest  oak  was  once  just  a  little  nut  that 
held  its   ground. 


Did  you  ever  stop  to  realize  how  many  people 
get  themselves  head  over  heels  in  debt  by  trying 
to  keep  up  with  others  who  are  already  there? 
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'PASTOK'S  THOUGHTS" 


STOP!  Just  for  a  moment  and  ask  yourself: 
"What  is  the  most  important  thing  I  will  ever 
do  in  my  life  for  MYSELF?"  Secondly:  "What  is 
the  most  important  thing  I  wUl  ever  do  for 
OTHERS?" 

Some  day  the  Lord  WILL  return.  Every  one 
of  us  must  be  ready  at  the  sound  of  the  trumpet! 
This  life  is  for  one  purpose  only — to  prepare  our- 
selves for  eternity.  When  we  lose  sight  of  this 
ultimate  goal,  we  have  lost  the  reason  for  life. 
When  we  receive  Christ  as  Lord  and  Saviour  of 
our  lives,  and  we  have  this  goal  in  mind,  God's 
love  and  peace  wUl  flood  our  soul.  Then,  as  the 
natural  consequences,  this  love  wiUl  overflow  and 
reach  out  to  others  that  they  to  might  find  Christ 
as  Lord  of  life.  Jesus  said,  "Whosoever  lives  in 
me  and  I  in  him  shall  produce  a  large  crop  of 
fruit."  (John  15:5-JLiving  Bible.)  The  fruit  of 
which  Jesus  speaks  is  the  SOULS  OF  MEN  as 
they  are  "won  to  His  Kingdom  and  become  a  part 
of  the  Body  of  Christ. 

When  I  looik  out  over  the  congregation  on  Sun- 
day morning,  I  tremlble! !  iGod  has  called  me  to  the 
gospel  ministry!  He  has  made  me  responsible  for 
the  guiding  and  pastoring  of  the  souls  of  men 
and  women,  boys  and  girls.  Should  I  lead  one 
astray,  I  will  be  held  accountable;  the  responsi- 
bility is  awesome!  This  is  why  the  message  MUST 
CONFRONT  people  with  Christ,  and  challenge 
them,  as  the  Holy  Spirit  leads,  to  receive  Christ 
and  to  remain  committed  to  their  faith  in  Htm. 

The  B.I.B.L.E.  Class  had  rented  the  thought- 
provoking  film,  "A  Thief  in  the  Night"  for  view- 
ing at  their  weekend  retreat.  My  son  Keith  came 
home  and  recommended;  "Dad,  you  ought  to  show 
that  at  church  tonite  before  -mailing  it  foaek."  But 
we  already  had  a  full  schedule  with  the  Brown's 
South  American  mission  pictures  and  talk.  Yet 
because  of  the  sense  of  importance  which  Keith 
attached  to  this  film,  we  showed  the  film  to  aJbout 
twelve  people  who  stayed  after  the  Brown's  'beau- 
tiful sharing  of  their  experiences  of  the  Work  and 
Worship  tour.  The  (film  dealt  with  the  Rapture, 
when  Jesus  comes  to  take  His  Bride,  the  Church, 


out  of  the  world — two  sleeping,  one  taken,  the 
other  left;  two  working  side  by  side,  one  taken, 
the  other  left,  etc.  The  tragic  story  of  many  people 
was  related,  but  one  was  a  pastor  of  a  modern 
social  church,  who,  when  he  realized  what  had 
happened — that  the  Lord  had  returned  as  He  had 
said — agonized  in  pain  and  torment  for  His  fail- 
ure to  "tell  it  like  it  is!" 

Each  one  of  us  who  claims  Christ  as  Lord  and 
Saviour  is  responsible  for  the  souls  of  men  and 
women.  These  souls  are  the  fruit  which  Christ 
expects  from  our  witnessing  and  sharing,  as  He 
directs  our  lives. 

The  following  came  to  my  desk  this  week.  I 
must  share  it  with  you  as  we  are  considering  a 
greater  outreaoh  in  this  co-mmunity,  and  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  growth  the  past  five  years.  We  need 
to  consider  a  more  indepth  program  for  Youth  and 
Christian  Education  for  all  ages,  along  with  more 
space  for  classrooms  and  a  larger  fellowship 
room.  Think  of  these  as  you  read  the  following 
article  from  which  I  quote: 

People  Who  Break  A  Pastor's  Heart 

NOT  those  who  call  at  3  a.m.  to  the  bedside  of 
someone  who  is  sick.  NOT  those  who  have  strayed 
and  need  counsel  and  spiritual  help.  NOT  those 
who  constantly  pour  out  their  troubles  to  him. 
But  these: 

1.  People  who  have  faith  only  as  the  amount 
of  money  in  the  treasury,  or  as  big  as  the 
things  they've  seen  done.  "It's  never  been 
done  here!" 

2.  PeO'ple  who  are  satisfied  with  the  way 
things  are  going. 

3.  People  who  think  sacrifice  is  for  mission- 
aries and  preachers  only. 

4.  People  who  think  we  should  give  only  to 
the  "deserving",  and  help  only  those  who 
will  benefit  us.  What  ;if  the  Lord  had  given 
His  life  only  for  the  Jews? 

5.  People  who  fidget  during  the  invitation  .  .  . 
put  on  wraps  .  .  .  shut  hymnals  and  drop 
in  rack  ...  no  holy  hush  of  expectancy  for 
souls,  no  striving  in  prayer. 

6.  Those  who  put  self  ahead  of  God.  "No,  we 
can't  have  prayer  meeting  that  night;  it's 
Thanksgiving  Eve!"  "We  couldn't  come  to 
Church,  the  neighbors  dropped  in  for  a 
visit."  "I  can't  help  with  D.V.B.S.;  too  busy 
canning.  Why,  the  fruit  might  spoil."  My 
dear  friends,  what  if  SOULS  'SPOIL'?  'be- 
cause  they  are  not  reached???? 

Number  6  really  hit  me!  What  if  so'uls  "spoil" 
.  .  .  (or  are  lost)  because  they  are  not  reached? 
Because  WE  just  didn't  have  room  far  them. 

We  can  reach  people  only  in  proportioin  to  our 
faith  and  commitment  to  Christ.  "If  you  stay  in 
me  and  obey  my  commandments,  you  may  ask  any 
request  you  like  and  it  will  be  granted.  My  true 
disciples  produce  bountiful  harvests  (souls).  This 
bring-s  great  joy  to  My  Father."  (John  15:7-8 
Living  Bible). 

Let's  make  heaven  ring  with  shouts  of  joy  as 
we  bring  in  a  ibountiful  harvest  of  souls,  TRUST- 
ING GOD  TO  PROVIDE  OUR  EVERY  NEED- 
SPIRITUAL  AND  MATERIAL. 

From  the  Manchester  Monthly 
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THE    THIRD   AGE: 
THE   NEW   GENERATION 


A  new  fUm  entitled  "The  Third  Age— The  New 
Generation"  has  been  acquired  by  The  Benevolent 
Board.  This  film  will  be  shown  at  district  confer- 
ences and  will  also  be  available  for  use  in  local 
churches.  The  15  minute  film  just  might  give  you 
a  new  way  to  think  about  your  Ufe. 

Throughout  childhood,  young  people  are  prodded 
by  adults  to  think  about  their  future  .  .  .  decide 
upon  a  career. 

"What  do  you  want  to  be  when  you  grow  up 
Johnny?"  This  is  a  kind  of  question  we  begin 
asking  children  about  the  age  of  five  and  continue 
asking  through  the  college  years. 

This  says  to  the  child  that  society  is  expecting 
something  from  him  .  .  .  looking  forward  to  the 
day  when  he  or  she  launches  into  the  work  force 
of  the  world  and  begins  to  contribute. 

Around  the  age  of  twenty  or  twenty-five  every- 
one stops  asking.  You  are  what  you  are  and  no 
one  is  expecting  you  to  be  different  or  change 
your  career.  You've  found  your  niohe. 

Then  before  you  know  it,  people  start  asking 
another  question,  "What  are  you  going  to  do  when 
you  retire  Jim?"  Too  often  this  question  is  not 
taken  seriously.  We  often  say  we  will  play  golf, 
fish,  sleep  till  noon,  or  just  rock  and  take  our 
well-earned  rest. 

The  past  generations  have  had  these  pat  answers 
ready  and  they've  used  them  unthinkingly.  But 
then  75  years  ago  many  things  were  different  .  .  . 
these  answers  were  more  acceptaJble. 

Today  we've  entered  "The  Third  Age,"  and  we 
have  a  New  Generation  of  older  adults.  Science 
and  medical  advances  have  extended  our  years. 
Now,  it  is  our  business  to  extend  our  living,  and 
ourselves. 

Successful  aging  is  not  measured  'in  terms  of 
chronological  years,  but  in  the  style  and  purpose, 
value  and  fulfillment  we  find  in  living. 

The  prospect  of  living  to  the  age  100  does  not 
appeal  to  people  who  have  not  found  in  their  lives 


a  purpose  bigger  than  surviving.  Achieving  oldl 
age  is  not  in  itself  a  fulfilling  accomplishment.  J 
However,  we  can  achieve  successful  aging,  fulfill-] 
ment  by  using  older  adult  years  lor  creative ; 
living,  discovering  new  purposes,  for  growing  and 
finding    inner   satisfaotion,    for   contributing. 

There  is  a  revolution  in  the  thinking  of  this 
new  generation.  They  know  that  the  10-15-20-25 
years  of  their  lives  which  they  can  now  expect 
after  retiring  from  their  first  career  need  to  be 
creatively  thought  out  .  .  .  planned  for  .  .  . 
scripted. 

We've  found  that  those  persons  who  think 
retirement  means  only  time  to  entertain  them- 
selves and  rest,  usually  find  six  months  later 
that  they  feel  useless,  without  meaning,  unwanted 
and  bored. 

As  individuals  it  is  our  responsibility  to  learn 
how  to  plan  for  and  live  in  "The  Third  Age." 

As  a  reUgious  body,  a  business,  an  employer, 
an  organization,  it  is  also  our  responsibility  to 
provide  opportunities  for  learning,  lor  growing, 
for  living  with  dignity  and  purpose  a  successful 
Third  Age. 

There  is  a  whole  generation  out  there  ready  to 
respond  and  that  is  what  this  film  is  all  about. 

A  Study-Involvement  Guide  comes  with  the 
film  to  aid  in  discussion  after  it  is  shown.  This 
movie  is  excellent  for  motivating  total  church 
awareness  and  involvement  in  needed  programs 
for  the  aging  and  could  also  be  utilized  for 
encouraging  and  helping  existing  senior  citizen 
groups. 

If  you  are  interested  in  showing  this  fUm  in 
your    church,    please    contact: 

THE  BENEVOLENT  BOARD 
625  'Centeir  Street 
Ashland,  Ohio    44805 
419-325-3696. 


Men  buy  and  sell  by  faith;  the  forges  bum. 
The  drays  are  laden,  countless  millwheels  turn, 
Great  ships  are  chartered,  trains  run  to  and  fro; 
Though  faith  directs  them  all,  they  scarcely  know 

This  spirit  of  the  life  of  every  day. 

WiU  she  desert  them  when  they  seek  to  pray? 

A  day — a  single  day — if  faith  were  dead. 

No  field  were  sown,  no  oven  fired  for  bread. 

Faith  is  the  handmaid  in  the  toUer's  guise 
Of  all  the  world  of  workers.  To  tired  eyes 
With  solace  she  appears  at  close  of  day 
To  lift  their  burdens  when  they  seek  to  pray. 

Laura  BeH  Everett 


August  23,  1975 


Fage  Thirty-one 


After  scores  of  Ifliousands  of  deatihs  from  fam- 
ine in  northern  E'thiopia  last  year  (reported  by 
The  Church  Around  the  World  in  May,  June,  and 
August  1974),  starvation  has  lessened,  and  crops 
may  be  normal  this  summer.  But  the  famine  is 
now  moving  to  southern  and  eastern  Ethioipia,  and 
food  isupplies  are  very  low.  Meanwhile,  as  Ameri- 
cans "tighten  their  belts,"  Chicag-o  garbagemen 
are  picking  up  67,000  tons  less  garbage  per  month 
this  year  than  last. 
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The  Task  Force  on  History  and  Doctrine  of  the 
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paperback  book  for  use  in  new  membership 
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ADVERTISING,  ANYONE? 


A  number  of  Breitihren  businesses  and  individ- 
uals have  requested  information  coincernlng  the 
placement   of  advertising  in   the  Brethren  Evan- 


gelist. In  some  oases  the  desiire  was  to  "greet  the 
Bretlhiren"  from  their  own  business  or  as  an 
individual.  In  other  oases  it  was  to  advertise  some 
special  function  in  their  own  churdh  or  in  the 
district,  sudh  as  sipeoial  retreats  etc.  Because  of 
these  requesits  we  are  including  below  the  rates 
for  advertising  in  the  magazine.  We  are  also  open 
for  consultation  as  to  material  to  be  included  in 
the  space  to  be  purchased.  Consul/t  us  as  listed 
below: 

Minimum   Ad  2"    $    8.50 

Less  Than  Third  Page  (9")  iper  ool  in 4.00 

1  X  9"   (Third  Page)    27.50 

Half   Page    40.00 

PuH  Page   80.00 

Back  Cover 100.00 

All  advertising  subject  to  approval  by  Publisher. 

Closing   Date   DeadUne   —  Six  weeiks   preceding 

publishing  date. 

Glossy  Prints  required,     (black  &  wtete) 

Send  all  oommundioations,  copy,  and  glossy  prints 

to: 

George  Sdhuister,  Ediitor  oif  Publications 

The  Brethren  Publishing  Campaimy 

524  College  Avenue 

Asihland,  Ohio    44805 
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WHO   HELPS   WHO? 

(or  is   everybody   helping   everybody?) 


In  the  shoffit  time  that  I  have  been  associated 
with  the  Brethren  PublislMng  Company,  I  have 
been  impresjad  with  the  comments  ;that  since  the 
Ccmpany  is  a  business  it  should  not  have  to  be 
helped  like  the  other  Co-operating  Boards  of  the 
General  Conference.  These  have  not  been  staifce- 
ments  of  complaint  but  rather  came  tlirough  the 
suggestions  which  I  have  solicited  as  I  began 
my  work.  As  I  study  the  work  of  the  Publisihdng 
Coimipany  I  find  that  it  is  true,  as  a  company  it 
is  a  business,  but  a  non-profit  business!  That  is, 
all  profits  have  to  be  invested  back  into  the  church. 
I  also  find  that  the  Co'mpany  has  h^een  asked,  by 
the  deno'minatdon,  to  do  a  number  of  jobs. 

Protoatly  the  best  known  task  of  the  Company 
is  the  printing  of  the  Brethren  Evangelist.  The 
magazine  has  a  nnulti-task  in  encouraging  unity 
among  the  churches,  providing  inspiration  to  its 
readers,  conveying  proigram  material  for  the 
auxiliaries  of  -the  church,  siharing  news  from  ihe 
brotherhooid  and  the  Boards  among  others.  The 
Brethi'en  Evangelist  is  also  the  reason  for  much 
of  'the  financial  difficulty  of  the  Company  for  even 
with  your  contributions  to  the  Publiioation  Day 
Offering,  all  of  the  profits  of  the  Company  are 
needed  (to  balance  the  yearly  deficit  of  the 
magazine. 

Ohhier  tasks  of  the  Coonpany  include  printing 
of  Brethren  tracts,  books,  and  booklets;  the  pro- 
viding of  Sunday  Scihool  literature  by  Oiur  own 
Brethren  Quarterly  as  weU  as  the  Gospel  Ldght 
Impriint  Pro:gTam;  the  supplier  of  texts  for  the 
Seminary  students ;  and  iseirwing  as  the  landlord 
in  trying  to  provide  adequate  housing  for  the 
vatnious  denominational  offices. 

The  Brethren  Publisthing  Company  also  'has  an 
outreach  ministry  in  making  available  Christian 
literature  to  the  Ashland  CoHege  campus,  the  city 
of  Asihland  and  many  surrounding  towns.  Our 
outreach  ministry  in  the  past,  and  we  hope  again 
in  the  future,  wiH  also  include  assistance  to  Breth- 
ren pastors  in  the  building  of  their  libraries.  We 
are  also  asked  frequently  to  make  available  books 
and  materials  at  speoial  discounts  for  special  pro- 
grams in  the  church. 

The  Brethren  Publishfag  Company  is  doing  a 
job  for  the  Church  and  we  desoire  to  do  even  better 
in  the  furture.  However,  YOUR  help  is  needed! 
Your  contribution  to  the  Publication  Day  Offering 
duirtng  the  month  of  September  wild  encourage 
Brethren  Publicationis  indudinig  the  Brethren 
Evangelist.  Your  subsoription  ^and  that  of  other 
families  in  your  iChurch  to  the  'Brethren  Evangelist 
will  help  reduce  the  'ajmount  needed  to  ibalance  the 


budget  of  the  magazine,  allowing  the  income  from 
other  divisions  of  the  Company  to  be  used  in 
other  ministries. 


Packing  Sunday  School  fruderial  for 
shipment  to  Brethren  Churches 

Your  purchase  of  Sunday  School  sup'plies  and 
Christian  books  through  the  Brethren  Bookstore 
provides  income  for  the  various  ouitreach  minis- 
tries of  the  Company.  Your  use  of  the  printing 
facilities  of  the  Company  for  job  printing  for  your 
church  or  business  will  assist  in  the  moderniza- 
tion of  these  facilities  for  im'j>roved  painting  of 
Brethren  Publications. 

YOUR  help  is  needed!  Prayerfully  co-nsider  your 
contribution  to  the  Publications  Offering  this 
mionth.  Discuss  the  ways  you  and  yo'ur  church 
can  purchase  more  suppMes  through  the  Brethren 
Bookstore.  Consider  the  possibility  of  printing 
bulletin  covers  and  other  materials  in  the  Brethren 
Print  Shop.  And  a  very  special  request — PRAY 
for  wisdom  for  us  as  the  Brethren  Publishiing 
Company  plans  how  to  serve  YOU  better.  For  we 
know  that  what  we  are  asking  is  not  a  one  way 
street.  We  are  asking  for  YOUR  support  so  that 
we  migiht  accomplish  the  tasks  YO'U  have  given 
us  to  do:  Services  for  the  church  and  ministries 
from  the  ch'uroh  to  the  wiorM. 

We  appreciate  your  suggestions  and  so  ffinally 
ask  that  as  you  ipray,  you  will  also  share  with 
us  your  ideas  <yn  ihow  we  miglit  serve  to  a  better 
way.  AlthO'Ugh  Septe-mher  is,  the  designated  month 
for    special    emphasis    and    financial    support    of 
Brethren  Publications,  we  covet  your  prayers,  sug- 
gestioins  and  business  'duning  the  entire  year.  Let 
us  help  YOU  even  as  yo'U  have  helped  US. 
John  D.  Rowsey 
Execu'tive  Director  of  the 
Brethiren  Publishing  Co. 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Mews 


ALL   IN    THE   LORD'S    TIME 


After  being  in  Penaiiig  iar  a  Jew  months,  David 
and  Jenny  I^oi  came  to  the  realization  that  the 
Penang  Chinese  are  a  most  supersititious  people. 
They  worship  idols  and  ancestors.  As  oinie  journeys 
the  streets  of  George  Town  (as  weU  as  other 
areas)  he  can  see  miniature  altars  for  the  Jade 
Emperor  of  Heaven  in  front  of  most  Chinese 
hoan-es.  David  writes,  "In  their  living  rooms  we  can 
see  the  tablets  painted  in  ibright  red  with  gilt 
inscriptions  denoting  the  various  god's  identities. 
Besides  having  the  miniature  altars  and  tablets 
they  also  have  urns,  jossticks,  candle  holders  and 
altar  decorations.  Some  people  even  worship  the 
kitohen  god  having  an  -altar  in  their  kitchen.  Most 
of  the  worship  items  are  red  in  color  as  this  is 
an  auspicious  color  signifying  luck  and  prosperity. 
We  have  almost  the  same  feeling  as  Paul  men- 
tioned in  Acts  17:16,  'His  spinit  was  provoked 
within  him  as  he  saw  that  the  city  was  fuU  of 
idols.' 


seen  sorne  people  who  struggled  and  hesitated 
accept  Christ  as  their  Savior  and  Lord.  Their  re 
son  being  that  young  people  are  aJraid  that  the 
parents  will  oppose;  the  housewives  fe-ar  theli 
husbands.  They  do  not  want  to  be  the  odd  ones  in 
their  families.  Some  agree  that  Christianity  is 
good  but  they  refuse  to  accept  Christ  because 
ithey  have  been  wors'Mpping  'their  gods  for  gen- 
erations. They  do  not  want  to  accept  a  religion 
that  is  against  the  Chinese  customs  and  culture. 
For  examiple,  if  they  become  Christians  they  would 
not  be  able  to  worship  their  deceased  ancestors 
and  'they  believe  the  Whole  family  then  would 
have  bad  luck  and  troubles. 

"In  April  we  started  teaching  Manidariin  classes 
twice  a  week  in  our  home.  Many  are  English  and 
Malay-educated  and  do  not  have  a  chance  to  learn 
Chinese.  Our  purpose  is  to  use  these  Mandarin 
classes  as  a  bridge  to  spread  the  Gospel.  There  are 
ten  pupils  coming  for  the  classes. 


"Our  ministry  is  to  make  Jesus  Christ  known 
to  them.  We  went  to  every  home  in  Island  Glades 
to  spread  the  good  news.  We  gave  them  tracts 
and   portions   of  the  Bible.   Som-etimes  we  have 


"We  organized  -a  weekly  Chinese  Bible  Study 
at  our  home  beginning  lin  March.  There  are  about 
10  to  15  young  people  coming  every  week.  These 
young  people  are  from  'tihe  Presbyterian  Youth 
Fellowship — ^mamy  are  non-Christians.   We  asked 
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them  to  have  their  Bible  Study  at  our  home  to  also 
encourage  our  neighbors  to  oome  in.  Thus  far  we 
have  had   one   or  two  from   Island   Glades  area. 

"I  tharik  the  Lord  that  I  had  the  opportunity  to 
visit  the  prison  four  times  and  I  was  invited  to 
preach  twice.  The  gospel  service  in  prison  starts 
at  2  P.M.  every  Saturday.  I  was  so  glad  to  see 
so  many  of  them  wanted  to  listen  to  the  gospel 
message  and  sang  heartily.  There  were  about  fifty 
people  at  the  meeting.  We  really  want  to  give 
thanks  to  our  Lord  because  the  Malaysian  govern- 
ment allowed  this  kind  of  mee-ting  to  be  held  in 
prison. 

"We  had  been  praying  and  looking  for  a  S'uit- 
able   site  to   begin  a  Sunday  School  among  the 


poor  people  and  finally  started  a  meeting  at  Telok 
Bahang,  a  fishing  village,  August  llth.  There 
were  about  150  people  attending  the  meeting,  two- 
thirds  were  children,  the  rest  were  young  people 
and  adults.  We  were  so  thrilled  to  see  so  many 
people  coming  for  this  meeting.  This  really  en- 
couraged our  hearts.  During  the  meeting  we 
taught  them  simple  hymns,  we  told  ithem  a  Sitciry, 
finally  we  had  a  film-show  entitled  "The  Prior 
Claim"  in  Chinese  language. 

"We  shall  have  another  meeting  like  this  and 
a  fUm  show  on  Jesus  Christ's  Crucifixion  and 
Resurrection.  We  shall  have  Sunday  School  divided 
into  classes  in  the  very  near  future  and  then  hope 
to  start  the  adult  meetings  in  a  couple  of  months. 


BOOK   REVIEW 


SO  THAT'S  WHAT  MISSIONS  IS  ALL  ABOUT 


by  Wade  T.  Coggins 


Moody  Press,  1975 


"By  its  very  nature,  the  Church  is  missionary. 
Knowing  this,  every  Christian  should  seek  to 
make  his  church  missionary  by  his  personal  in- 
volvement and  participation.  The  church  that  is 
not  missionary  falls  short  of  its  New  Testament 
expeotalion."  pp.  11,  12 

"When  cornmunicators  begin  to  study  the  target 
audiences  and  begin  to  develop  a  strategy  that  will 
gat  'the  message  through  to  them,  it  begins  to 
raise  questions  which  today's  communicators  need 
to  face.  Which  media  should  be  used?  Realistic 
planning  often  indicates  that  a  multimedia  ap- 
proach 's  needed."    p.  30 

"Reading  the  book  of  Acts  with  planning  and 
evaluation  techniques  in  mind,  it  is  possible  to 
see  repeated  evidence  of  planning  by  the  Church 
leaders  based  on  facts  available  and  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit."     p.  34 

"As  a  science,  how  does  Church  growth  relate 
to  theotogy,  Church  history,  missiology,  evangel- 
ism, sociology  and  anthropology?  While  Church 
growth  is  none  of  these,  it  draws  upon  all  of 
them."     p.  43 

"The  rapid  growth  of  the  Church  in  Latin 
America,  Africa,  and  parts  of  Asia  has  created  a 
crisis  in  leadership.  The  need  for  trained  'workers 
to  lead  .the  multiplying  churches  reached  such 
magnitude  in  some  localities  that  leaders  began 
to  seek  a  radical  solution."    p.  59 


"Proponents  of  Theological  Education  by  Exten- 
sion see  it  as  a  close  ally  of  Church  growth  because 
it  will  prepare  great  numbers  of  leaders  to  shep- 
herd multiplying  churches  without  uprooting 
young  men  making  them  financially  dependent  on 
the  mission  or  church."     p.  65 

"There  are  great  needs  and  great  opportunities 
being  met  with  efficiency  and  effectiveness.  With 
reascnable  care,  the  contributor  can  choose  organ- 
izations which  wUl  wisely  use  ithe  Lord's  money 
and  will  provide  a  real  satisfaction  for  the  giver." 
p.  78 

"The  economic  upheaval  around  the  world  that 
led  to  the  price  freeze  in  the  United  States  in 
1971  and  to  the  devaluation  of  the  dollar  drama- 
tized the  unresponsiveness  of  ithe  traditional  sys- 
tems of  missionary  support."    p.  88 

"There  is  nothing  to  say  that  evangelization  of 
the  local  areas  must  be  completed  before  mission 
ary  efforts  can  be  undertaken.  On  the  contrary, 
the  Christians  in  the  book  of  Acts  sent  out  mis 
sionary  teams  while  the  churches  in  Jerusalem 
Judea  anid  Samaria  were  still  in  their  infancy.' 
pp.  101,  102 

"Before  accepting  the  lightly  spoken  cUche  'The 
day  of  missionaries  has  passed,'  consider  aU  the 
facets  of  the  matter  and  look  at  the  options  that 
are  open.  It  is  very  likely  that  God  'has  a  place 
of  service  for  you.  Allow  Him  to  send  you  to  fill 
it."    p.  117 
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WEDDING  OF 
REV.  K.  VIJAYA  KUMAR 


On  Wednesday,  May  21st,  1975  at  5:00  P.M.  at 
the  residence  of  Dr.  (Mrs.l  Syajmala  Ohlstie,  aunt 
of  the  bride,  marriage  vows  were  solemnized  be- 
tween Reverend  K.  Vijaya  Kumar  and  Dr.  Sujatha 
Suhasini.  Sujatha  is  the  eldest  daughter  of  Mr. 
V.  N.  Katagiri,  Pinanee  Officer  of  the  Codhin  Oil 
Refinery.  The  wedding  cere'mony  was  performed 
by  K.  Prasantha  Kumar,  brother  of  the  bridegroom. 

Sujatha  had  been  studying  in  Visag  Medical 
College  and  is  now  working  as  a  House  Surgeon 
(Internship)  in  King  George  Hospital  at  Vizag. 
Vijay  writes  that  she  is  a  fine  Christian,  Siimple, 
humble  and  sensitive.  The  name  'Sujatha'  means 
one  who  has  good  future  or  fortune.  Vijay  sounds 
like  the  fortunate  one  for  she  is  a  fine  cook  and 
does  some  painiting  and  drawing  in  addition  to 
sewing.  Fo-rmally  she  can  toe  called  Sujatha  Vijaya 
Kumar  or  Mrs.  Vijaya  Kumar.  It  is  to  toe  purely 
Indian  fashion,  she  is  called  Srimaithi  (meaning 
Mrs.)  Vijaya  Kumar. 

They  have  been  serving  the  mission  togertiher 
and  in  their  many  visits  Vijay  says  he  takes  his 
Bible  and  Sujatha  takes  her  stethoscope. 
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OUR  CUP  RUNNETH  OVER" 


We  have  just  experienced  the  truth  proolaim©d| 
in  Hebrews  il3:2:  "Do  not  neglect  to  show  hospi- 
tality to  strangers,  for  ^thereby  some  have  enter- 
tained angels  unawares."  We  just  received  Hope 
fro'm  Australia.  i 

A  couple  of  months  ago  a  letter  arrived  fromi 
Hope  C^assidy,  who  identified  herself  as  the  pnin- 
cipal  of  a  Primary  School  in  Sydney,  Australia. 
She  was  coming  to  the  States  to  do  some  reasearch 
for  'the  Methodist  Department  of  Christian  Educa- 
tion for  her  state  of  New  So'Uith  Wales.  She  had 
read  of  Brethren  House  and  then  receiveid  a  recom- 
mendation from  O'Ur  mutual  acquaintance,  Dennis 
Benson,  to  come  see  us  when  ishe  came  to  the  U.S. 
Her  letter  requested  that  she  be  allowed  to  come 
for  such  a  visit.  Since  she  wanted  to  get  as  much 
of  ithe  flavor  of  American  living  as  possible  in  her 
trip  to  the  States,  she  would  very  much  appreciate 
staying  in  a  home  while  here. 

Although  we  had  no  idea  What  kind  of  person 
Hope  was,  we  decided  to  invite  her  to  come  and 
stay  with  Bonnie  at  Brethren  House,  if  ishe  was 
flexible  enough  to  sleep  on  Tracy's  boirowed  roll- 
away  bed  in  the  office. 

Well,  Hope  came;  ishe  was  flexible  enough  for 
anything  we  had  to  offer;  and  we  feel  we  did 
entertain  an  angel.  We  experienced  real  fellowship 
in  Christ  with  Hope.  Even  though  she  came  from 
the  other  side  of  the  world,  literaUy,  we  shared  a 
union  with  her  that  grows  out  of  oua:  mutual 
commitment  to  Christ. 

We  ate  together;  we  shared  moimiing  devotiions 
in  the  prayer  garden;  we  planned  our  usual  "setup 
of  proclamation"  for  the  neighborhood  afternoon 
witness  inside  Brethren  House  and  evening  pro- 
gram outside  Brethren  House.  And  through  it  all 
Hope  pitched  in  las  a  team  .member  without  any 
external  indoctrination  or  initiation.  She  just  be- 
longed. She  perceived.  She  understood  bo'th  the 
message  and  the  vehicles  of  expression.  We  found 
another  member  of  God's  Eamily  and  in  the  p-ro- 
oess  our  summier  was  truly  enriched. 

In  evaluating  her  week  with  us,  in  early  July, 
Hope  mentioned  to  Bonnie  that  although  it  might 
sound  corny,  the  'week  spent  at  Brethren  House 
was  a  "highUg'ht  in  her  hfe." 

To  find  feUows'hlp  with  ajnother  Christian  is 
truly  one  of  the  richest  experiences  life  offers. 
After  this  week  we  are  true  believers  in  the  Net- 
work of  Believers  in  Christ:. 
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Patience  and  the  Lord's  Return 

James  5:7-12 
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Meeting 

by  J.    Perry   Dee+er 


The  first  Cairistians  in  the  Early  Cliurch.  believed 
that  Christ  would  return  at  any  time.  Jesus  ffim- 
seLf  promised  His  disciples  that  He  would  return 
for  them  (John  14:3).  Soon  after  He  ascended 
bO'dily  to  heaven,  an  angel  told  them  that  they 
would  see  Him  come  back  "in  like  manner  as  ye 
have  seen  Him  go  into  heaven"   (Acts  1:11). 

These  early  Christians  fully  expected  to  be 
ahve  when  He  came.  As  the  years  went  by,  and 
then  even  centuries  ptassed,  some  of  Jesus'  dis- 
appointed foUoiwers  began  to  explain  away  His 
promise  to  oome  back.  So*me  said  it  had  already 
'been  fulfilled  at  Pentecost;  that  Jesus  had  come 
back,  in  the  person  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Others 
believed  the  proniise  meant  that  He  would  return 
for  each  believer  at  the  mo^ment  of  death. 

If  we  take  the  Bible  as  meaning  what  it  says,  we 
find  that  it  speaks  firmly  and  frequently  about 
the  Lord's  return.  It  is  a  major  event  in  God's 
program  for  the  consummation  of  humari  Wstory. 

We  also  read  in  the  Bible  that  no  one  but  the 
Father  in  heaven  knows  when  this  event  will  take 
place  (Matt.  24:36).  From  time  to  time,  there  have 
been  various  predictions  as  to  the  exact  date  of 
our  Lord's  return.  We  have  even  read  of  various 
religious  groups  who  have  set  a  date,  and  ceased 
their  regular  activities,  to  await  the  return  of 
the  Lord.  In  the  light  of  the  verse  quoted  above, 
and  others,  I  cannot  understand  how  any  one 
could  possibly  even  begin  to  try  to  set  a  date  for 
this  great  event.  We  are  told  that  we  should  be 
ready  at  all  times,  "for  in  such  an  hour  as  ye 
think  not  the  Son  of  man  cometh"  (Matt.  24:44). 

James  teUs  us  in  Chapter  5,  verse  7,  that  we 
are  to  be  patient  imtil  the  Lord  comes.  The  World 
Book  dictionary  defines  "patient"  as  willing  to 
put  up  with  waiting,  pain,  trouble,  etc;  enduring 
calmly  without  complaining  or  losing  self-control. 
Our  Lord  was  a  prime  example  of  paitienoe,  and 
we  are  to  be  like  Him.  Patience,  too,  is  part  of 
the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  (Gal.  5:22,  23),  and  there- 
fore we,  as  Christians,  aire  to  exhibit  this  quality. 
Verse  8  says  that  the  Lord's  coming  "draweth 
nigh".  It  coiuld  occur  ait  any  moment,  and  when 
it  does,  the  trials  and  tribulations  that  test  our 
patience  will  end.  We  sihould  stop  worryimg  and 
fretting  about  them  right  now. 


Since  the  early  Christians  believed  that  Christ 
would  return  at  any  moment,  they  poured  out 
their  lives  in  His  service.  Their  chief  concern  was 
with  spiritual  things.  Today,  many  Christians  are 
more  interested  in  material  things.  Perhaps,  if 
all  the  Christians  of  today  had  the  same  burning 
hope  for  the  Lord's  coming  that  the  early  Chris- 
tians had,  there  would  be  more  true  spirituality 
shown  today.  However,  I  believe  that  there  are 
some  Christians  today  who  are  so  happy  in  their 
worldUness  and  materialism  that  they  would 
actually  weep  if  they  knew  Christ  were  returning 
next  week. 

We  are  to  take  courage  that  the  coming  of  the 
Lord  is  near  (v.  8).  For,  when  He  comes,  we  will 
no  longer  be  victims  of  injustice,  graft,  corruption, 
crime,  immorality,  discrimination,  disappointment, 
illness,  death,  sorrow,  loneliness,  frustration,  or 
any  oither  evil  thing.  All  believers  will  be  with 
Christ  (John  14:3).  They  will  be  made  like  Him, 
and  wiU  see  Him  as  He  is  (I  John  3:2).  Their 
bodies  of  weakness  and  corruption  will  be  made 
like  His  glorious  resurrection  body  (Phil.  3:20, 
21).  Physical  imperfections  and  limitations  will 
be  gone  forever.  What  a  wonderful  thing  for 
which  to  look  forward! 

Since  we  do  have  this  wonderful  blessed  hope, 
we  should  be  better  able  to  be  patient  and  accept, 
without  complaining,  whatever  the  Lord  allows  to 
come  our  way.  This  hope  should  enable  us  to  put 
up  with  injustice,  hardship,  inconvenienoe,  upleas- 
antness,  and  persecution,  knowing  that  a  single 
moment  of  future  glory  will  erase  froim  our  minds 
forever  all  that  we  might  otherwise  remember  of 
earth's  sorrows. 

Verse  9  says  that  we  should  not  igrumbde  or 
complain  about  each  other.  The  judge  "standeth 
before  the  door".  It  is  sinful  to  have  a  complaining, 
murmuring,  discontented  spirit.  We  should  be 
satisfied  with  such  things  as  we  have  (Heb.  13:5). 
We  should  look  for  our  highest  happiness  (the 
good  Ufe)  not  in  our  circumstances,  possessions, 
or  friends,  but  in  our  relatiooship  with  God. 

In  verses  10  and  11,  James  gives  us  a  wonderful 
example  to  foUow.  This  example  of  suffering  and 
patience  to  which  James  refers  is  "the  prophets 
who  spoke  in  (the  name  of  the  Lord".  God's  mes- 
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sengers,  in  every  age,  have  traveled  a  hard  road, 
and,  on  the  whole,  have  not  been  well  received. 
Many  of  God's  servants,  down  through  the  ages, 
have  suffered  much  persecution  and  even  death. 
Should  we,  as  God's  people,  expect  to  be  free  from 
hardship  and  tribulation?  "Behold,  we  count  thern 
happy  which  endure"  (v.  11).  Jo-b  is  mentioned  as 
a  good  example  of  patient  endurance.  Job  lost 
everything  he  had  —  possessions,  family,  and 
'health.  Yet  he  endured  and  learned,  in  time,  that 
"the  Lord  is  full  of  compassion  and  is  merciful" 
(v.  11). 

Verse  12  does  not  seem  to  be  very  strongly 
related  to  the  first  11  verses  of  chapter  5.  Here 
James  is  repeating  Jesus'  o^wn  wo^ds  from  the 
sermon  on  the  mount  (Matt.  5:34-37).  We  Breth- 
ren apply  these  prohiibiitions  to  oaths  taken  in  a 


court  of  law.  Many  others,  though,  feel  James 
was  forbidding  the  expressions  people  sometimes 
use  when  they  want  their  hearers  to  be  certain 
they  are  sincere  in  what  they  are  saying.  I  'think 
that  we  would  agree  that  we  should  swear  not,  by 
any  oath,  whether  it  be  in  a  court  of  law  or  'in 
every  day  conversation.  A  Christian's  bare  word 
is  to  be  enough.  "His  word  is  his  bond"  is  a  com- 
plimentary remark  never  heard  of  a  person  who 
feels  he  must  add  an  oath  for  emphasis  whenever 
he  wants  to  make  sure  people  will  believe  him. 

Consider  these  quesiticns:  If  Christians,  as  a 
Whole,  were  convinced  that  the  Lord  were  return- 
ing in  a  week,  what  would  they  do?  Would  there 
be  many  changes  iln  attitude  or  conduct?  Would 
most  Christian's  remaining  time  Ibe  used  idififerent- 
ly  than  it  has  in  the  past? 


BOOK  REVIEWS 


The  Company  of  the  Commined 

Recently  some  of  our  pastors  and  denomina- 
tional executives  participated  in  a  number  of  days 
of  special  Churcih  Growth  training  in  Pasadena, 
California.  One  of  the  men  they  met  was  Rev. 
Roy  Ortlund  Who  has  told  about  some  of  the 
activities  and  changes  in  his  church  in  a  .book 
caUed,  "Lord,  Make  My  Ljife  a  Miracle,"  pubOiishjed 
by  Regal  Books. 

The  author  states  in  three  secitions  'in  the  (book 
that  we  must  oommit  ourselves  first  to  God, 
making  Christ  Lord  of  our  lives.  Secondly,  we 
must  commit  ourselves  to  the  rest  of  thie  body, 
'the  church;  and,  thirdly,  we  must  ooimmiit  oiur- 
selves  to  the  work  Ave  have  been  given  to  do.  He 
defends  the  poisition  that  the  Christian  life  is  noit 
complete  without  all  three  of  these  co^mmitmenits. 
Some  of  those  attending  the  training  and  talking 
to  Rev.  Ortlund  were  particularly  impressed  with 
the  way  this  has  worked  in  his  church,  beginning 
with  the  "Company  of  the  Committed"  (over  600 
signed  the  original  group  of  commitment  cards) 
and  which  has  now  spread  to  the  entire  church. 

Some  of  the  thoughts  from  this  book  have  been 
popping  up  in  other  places,  so  I  decided  I'd  better 
read  it  for  .myself.  The  reading  didn't  take  long 
but  the  digesting  will  take  longer.  Even  with  a  f  asit 
reading,  I'd  like  to  commend  this  little  paperback 
to  you.  Available  anywhere  Regal  Books  are  sold. 

The  Boo'kworm 


A  Call  To  DIscipleship 

As  a  part  of  the  present  Church  Growth 
emphasis  within  the  church,  we  have  'been  hearing 
a  number  of  other  calls.  One  is  to  body  life  and 
the  place  of  the  gifts  of  ithe  Spirit  within  the 
■church,  of  which  we  have  written  in  recent  re- 
views. Another  heard  more  and  more  frequently 
is  the  need  to  make  disciples  of  those  reached 
for    the    Lord    as    the    church    grows.     Church 


Growth  terminology  calls  this  making  "respon- 
sible" church  members.  We  have  even  heiard  some 
churches  which  feel  more  emphasis  should  be 
placed  on  discipling  than  witnessing  which  arises 
from  a  conviction  that  the  present  members,  if 
really  disciples,  would  take  care  of  the  matter  of 
witnessing  without  S'pecial  emphasis. 

Juan  Carlos  Ortiz  is  an  Argentine  Pe'nteoostal 
Pastor  who  states  in  his  new  book  Call  to  Disciple- 
ship  that  at  one  time  he  thought  the  unifying 
factor  in  the  Body  of  Christ  was  a  charismatic 
experience  ibut  now  'believes  it  is  really  the  sub- 
mitting to  the  Lordsihip  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  author  presents  some  thought  provoking 
ideas  as  he  italks  about  the  "eternal  childhood  of 
the  believer"  who  never  really  matures,  and  about 
steps  in  discipleship.  However,  the  main  emphasis 
of  his  book  is  on  love,  and  the  "regrouping"  going 
on  in  the  church  today  between  the  sheep  and  ithe 
goats. 

If  you  are  interested  in  a  new  look  at  some  old 
Biblical  principles  and  the  stretching  of  your 
imagination  for  some  possibility  thinking  'in  body 
life,  church  organization  and  disciple  making,  .this 
book  would  ibe  a  good  place  to  start.  However,  a 
word  of  caution,  read  it  all,  including  the  notes 
and  introduction  at  the  beiginning. 

Call  to  Discipleship  is  published  by  Logos  and 
is  available  through  the  Brethren  Bookstore  for 
$3.50  plus   postage. 

The  Bookworm 
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October!  975 


NOTE 
There  will  not  be  any  Senior  Sisterhood 
program  material  published  for  October. 
Therefore,  it  has  been  suggested  that  the 
Senior  groups  utilize  the  Junior  program 
for  that  month.     (Ed.  note) 


MEASURING  UP 


Let's  Sing:  (S'iingiing  helps  to  get  everyone  in 
a  good  frame  of  miind.  Use  fairuiliar  dioruiseis  and 
'hymns.  Hanmonize.  Think  about  .the  words,  leit 
iShem  speak  to  you.) 

Scripture  Lesson  and  Comment:  Hebrews  6: 
1-3;  James  1:2-4. 

The  keynote  of  .this  Heibrew  passage  is  patient 
continuance.  It  isn't  enough  ithat  we  itry  and  itry 
again,  we  continue  on  and  on  lin  faiitfli,  hope  and 
love  unitil  the  end.  Faith  and  patience  and  love  are 
very  important  lingredienls  in  our  lives.  If  we 
possess  them,  we  can  be  more  like  God  expects 
us  to  be.  Because  we  are  to  show  forith  the  Ohrisit- 
like  image. 

James  is  saying,  "if  your  Mie  is  full  of  difficul- 
ties cind  temptation,  be  ihappy,  for  when  'the  way  is 
rough  your  patience  has  a  chance  to  grow.  So  let 
it  grow,  and  don't  try  to  squirm  out  of  your  prob- 
lems. For  When  your  patience  is  f-inally  in  fuH 
bloo^m  then  you  wHl  be  ready  for  anybh'kiig,  strong 
in  eharaater,  full  and  complete. 

Prayer  Time:  (Plan  aihead  and  establish  the 
things  you  need  to  pray  about.  These  will  include 
local,  district  and  national  needs.  Always  indude 
your  miissionaries  and  'that  God  will  speak  to  your 
own  hearts  and  lead  you  fato  what  he  needs  you 
to  do  with  your  lown  life.  Be  sincere.  Give  the 
Holy  Spirit  fuU  reign  in  your  hearts.) 

Leader:  Tonig'ht  we  are  going  to  divide  into 
small  groups.  Our  topic  is  Measuring  Up  and  we 
have  some  Bi'ble  Study  to  ido  to  help  uis  see  God's 
Plan  for  us  land  why  we  need  to  constantly  make 
spiritual  ciiecliups.  Our  lives  and  the  way  we  live 
them  is  the  thermoimeter  that  reveals  lOur  hot, 
lukewarm  or  cold  condition.  I  w:anit  eadh  group  to 
appoint  one  of  your  group  to  write  down  on  paper 
what  you  find  out  when  you  read  these  verses. 
Make  your  ifindings  m  short  sentenoeis.  We  wRl 
all  come  back  to  the  full  group  and  teU  each  other 
What  we  learned  from  our  references.  (Leader, 
have  pleoty  of  other  BiWe  tranisilatiions  theTe  for 
source  material  including  "The  Living  Letters". 
Read  first  from  the  King  James,  then  out  of 
others.)  The  Living  Bible  wiiU  also  ished  some 
light. 


Group  1:     Use  Romans  8:1-17 

Use  these  questions  as  a  quide  for  your  .study. 

1.  How  can  we  obey  God's  law? 

2.  If  we  live  to  allow  our  lower  nature  to  control 
us  whom  are  we  pleasing? 

3.  If  we  fofllow  after  the  Holy  Spirit  what  wHl  it 
lead  to? 

4.  If  you  have  the  Spirit  of  God  living  in  you,  by 
What  are  you  controlled? 

5.  What  other  important  things  can  you  find? 
Group  11:     Use  Romans  8:18-27 

1.  Are  Christians  always  free  from  itrouble? 

2.  What  does  the  Holy  Spirit  do  for  you? 

3.  What  promise  does  God  give? 
Group  lU:     Use  Romans  8:28-30 

'1.    Is  everything  that  happens  to  us  for  our  good 
even  if  we  love  God? 

2.  Does  God  deliberately  allow  things  to  happen? 
Why? 

3.  When  wHl  all  'things  work  for  our  good? 

4.  What  is  God's  purpose  in  aU  this? 

Leader:  (AUow  about  15  or  20  minutes  and 
then  call  time.  Get  back  together  and  call  on  the 
reporters  to  give  the  answers  to  their  guide  ques- 
tions. After  they  have  aU  reported  sum  up  the 
importance  of  just  such  a  self-oheck  proceduire. 

Rap:  Have  you  been  personally  satisfied  with 
your  life  and  behavior  this  past  year? 

Do  you  think  people  recognized  you  as  a 
Christian? 

Do  you  feel  you've  been  living  according  to 
God's  purpose?  Why,  or  why  not? 

Have  you  polluted  your  mind  or  .body?  What 
claim  has  Go.d  on  you? 

Leader:  Did  you  know  What  it  is  about  yoiur 
life  that  wiU  be  judged?  It's  your  ministry!  That's 
right.  God  is  going  to  judge  us  by  the  persons 
who  were  brought  to  'Him  as  a  result  of  our  in- 
fluence upon  them.  How  m.any  other  girls  and 
boys  know  Christ  'this  year  because  yoiu  shared 
Him?  Let's  all  turn  to  (^ailatians  5:16-18  and  read 
these  verses  aloud  together.  Sho.uld  we  force  our- 
selves to  obey  Go.d's  laws?  Why?  Now,  let's  read 
verses  19-21  and  note  what  results  from  living  only 
for  yourself.  The  next  two  verses  (22,  23)  will  show 
the  difference  Christ  makes  in  the  life  and  What 
results  from  His  power  within  us.  Let's  read  these 
together  and  praise  iGo'd  for  What  we  have  learned 
toinlght.  In  Closing,  I  am  reading  to  you  I  Corin- 
thians 6:19,  20.  Listen  carefully.  Begin  tonight 
and  .miake  a  list  of  all  the  persons  yo.u  want  to 
claim  for  Christ  thiis  year  and  pray  for  them  every 
day  until  you  have  been  instrumental  in  winning 
them.  It  wiH  be  .the  thrill  of  a  lifetime.  Try  it! 
Your  Pastor  will  .surely  help  you  if  you  are  in 
dead  earnest.  Pray,  pray  .and  pray.  See  what  it 
does  for  you  too. 

Tliis  is  the  way  we  Measure  Up  to  what  God 
expects.  We  must  work  .at  it  .evefry  day,  but  the 
rewards  are  great.  God  gives  them. 

Business 
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"The  Living  Church— its  Fruition" 


by  Brian  Moore 


This  is  the  last  in  the  series  of  articles 
''The  Living  Church"  by  Pastor  Brian  Moore 
of  the  Ardmore  Brethren  Church  of  South 
Bend,  Indiana.  This  concluding  ai^ticle  deals 
with  "It's  Fruition"  and  defines  four  charac- 
teristics of  "The  Living  Church".  1.  A  Rev- 
erent Church,  2.  A  Sharing  Church,  3.  A 
Happy  Church,  and  U-  A  Growing  Church. 


Acts  2:27-Jf7 


It  has  been  our  concern  to  coniront  the  picture 
of  the  true  church  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  have  sought 
to  uncover  some  of  the  elements  as  recorded  in 
Holy  Scriptures  that  made  this  church  so  alive 
and  effective.  Implicit  in  all  of  this  is  an  aware- 
ness of  where  we  are  in  relation  to  where  they 
were;  and  our  goal  is  to  rediscover  that  vibrancy, 
that  Ufe,  Jesus  Christ  living  and  active  among 
us.  You  will  recall  that  we  said  at  the  outset  that 
this  is  probably  our  greatest  single  concern;  that 
today's  church  should  be,  in  essence,  like  that 
church!  We  may  secretly  or  openly  pride  our- 
selves in  some  things,  which  by  comparison  with 
other  churches,  make  us  look  pretty  good.  We 
have  no  'business  doing  that  whatsoever!  All  we 
need  to  do  is  look  at  this  New  Testament  church 
and  we  immediately  see  that  we  have  a  long,  long 
way  to  go!  Let  us  let  the  Bible  be  our  standard 
and  its  ideals,  our  ideals. 

As  we  come  to  this  concluding  portion,  let  us 
not  lose  sight  of  the  inter-relatedness  of  these 
three  concepts  with  which  we  have  dealt.  You 
cannot  have  a  church  like  v.  42  speaks  of  until 
you  have  had  the  experience  w.  37-38  speak  of! 
You  cannot  have  the  fruit  found  in  w.  43-47  until 
you  have  that  spoken  of  in  w.  37-42.  And  we  will 
have  none  of  these — absolutely  none  of  it — without 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  bringing  it  about  in 
each  one's  life.  Our  first  article  (Formation)  might 
be  compared  to  planting;  our  next  article  (Foun- 
dation) might  be  compared  to  cultivating;  in  this 
article  we  are  interested  in  the  Fruit. 

What  are  the  results,  then,  of  the  living  church? 
A  church  with  all  that  life  in  it  as  described  in 
V.  42,  is  certainly  going  to  exhibit  some  fruit  of 
that  life!  First  we  noted  that  it  was  a  "hungry, 
loving  and  praying"  church.  Notice,  now,  coming 
out  of  that,  it  was: 

A  Reverent  Church — "And  everyone  kept  feel- 
ing a  sense  of  awe  .  .  ."  The  church  was  doing 
this,  this  and  this  (v.  42)  "and  everyone  kept  feel- 
ing a  sense  of  awe."  What  does  this  mean?  It 
means  that  in  that  early  gathering  of  over  3,000 
people,  the  sense  of  God's  presence  prevailed. 
When   they   listened   to   the   apostles,   when   they 


shared  together  in  love,  when  they  prayed,  a  deep 
awareness  of  the  presence  of  God  overshadowed 
them!  There  was  no  doubt  in  their  minds  that  they 
were  meeting  God.  When  you  arrive  at  church  on 
a  given  Sunday  morning,  do  you  really  expect  to 
make  contact  with  God?  As  you  come  into  the 
sanctuary,  sing  the  hymns,  join  in  the  prayer, 
listen  to  the  message,  hear  the  choir,  do  you  be- 
come aware  that  God  is  in  this  place  and  that 
you  have  met  Him  again? 

We  can  and  do  beco'me  so  mechanical  in  our 
life  and  work  together.  Everything  can  become 
perfunctory  and  more  of  a  ritual  than  a  heart-to- 
heart  encounter  with  the  Living  Jesus  Christ.  A 
sense  of  the  supernatural  can  fade  easily.  The 
pastor  and  the  choir  can  develop  an  attitude  that 
this  is  more  of  a  stage  production  than  it  is  an 
experience  of  worship.  And  the  congregation  can 
develop  that  same  attitude;  they  come  to  watch 
a  performance!  We  have  failed  in  a  worship  ser- 
vice if  we  have  not  in  some  way  and  in  some  de- 
gree became  aware  of  the  presence  of  God  among 
us! 

Dr.  Alan  Redpath  tells  of  an  experience  he  had 
while  holding  meetings  in  Dublin,  Ireland  some 
years  ago.  After  preaching  his  heart  out  on  the 
justice  and  mercy  of  a  Holy  God,  he  left  the  plat- 
form and  went  near  one  of  the  exits,  pulled  his 
hat  down  so  no  one  could  recognize  him,  and  O'b- 
served  the  people's  reactions.  He  said  they  came 
from  ithat  great  auditorium  laughing,  giggling, 
shoving  and  generally  loose  and  free.  And  he 
went  to  his  room  and  cried  all  night,  "God!  What's 
wrong  with  me!  Why?"  etc.  There  was  no  sense 
of  the  presence  of  God. 

In  a  living  church,  a  feeling  of  awe  pervades 
the  group,  'because  they  know  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
alive  and  He  is  there.  Do  you  just  believe  that 
with  your  head  or  do  you  know  that  with  your 
heart? 

A  Shai-ing  Chui-ch — w.  44-45  A  second  fruit  to 
emerge  from  this  experience  was  the  generosity 
which  characterized  this  body  oi  believers.  They 
were  very  non-possessive  about  their  possessions 
(4;32).  They  were  a  loving  fellowship  and  they 
showed  it  by  their  deep  concern  for  the  other's 
physical  and  financial  well-being.  A  living  church 
will  be  a  sharing,  generous  church.  I  believe  that 
it  is  only  in  this  total  context  that  we  can  prop- 
erly speak  about  money.  We  cannot,  in  Jesus' 
words,  expect  to  "gather  figs  from  thoms"  nor 
"grapes  from  a  briar  bush."  In  fact,  one  of  the 
most  obvious  indications  of  a  person's  level  of 
commitment  to  Christ  and  the  church  is  this 
matter  of  his  money.  It  is  not  human  nature  to 
give  generously  to  something  you  don't  beUeve 
in!  "Where  your  treasure  is,  there  will  your 
heart  (your  true  affections)  be  also!"  But  given 
the  proper  formation,  and  given  the  proj>er  foun- 
dation, there  is  reason  to  expect  this  kind  of 
fruition. 
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We  are  not  concerned  about  the  form  their 
generosity  took  (communal),  but  the  spirit  of 
that  giving.  A  living  church  has  its  pocketbooks 
turned  inside  out.  One  writer  said,  "Generosity 
is  one  mark  of  a  true  church.  Let  no  person  deem 
himself  a  Christian  who  does  not  exhibit  some- 
thing of  it."  Yet  it  appears  in  many  places  that 
giving  is  down.  I  don't  know  the  reason  for  that. 
Some  people  would  give  an  economic  reason, 
others  would  give  a  spiritual  reason.  Money  is 
tight,  people  are  holding  on  to  it,  etc.  But  I  haven't 
really  noticed  that  such  is  the  case  as  I  look  at 
the  parking  lots  at  the  malls  and  the  K-Mart!  I 
don't  knew  the  reason  for  decreased  giving,  but  I 
do  know  that  people  who  want  to  give,  wiH  give! 
I  have  had  many  people  share  with  me  individ- 
ually the  blessings  that  come  from  tithing  and 
faithful  stewardship;  but  I  have  never  heard  tell 
of  a  testimony  on  how  the  Lord  ever  blessed  any- 
one for  not  tithing  and  unfaithful  stewardship! 
This  kind  of  sharing  comes  out  of  a  spirit  that  is 
right  toiward  God  and  toward  His  church. 

A  Happy  Church  We  noted  previously  that  this 
was  a  loving  church,  the  peoiple  enjoyed  one 
another's  presence  and  the  fellowship  was  sweet 
in  the  Lord.  This,  coupled  with  other  patterns  and 
practices,  resulted  in  a  happy  church.  "They  were 
taking  their  meals  together  with  gladness  of 
heart,  praising  God."  The  atmosphere  of  the  living 
church  is  alive  and  free — vibrant  with  life!  No 
cloud  dar'kens  its  sky!  Its  people  find  pure  delight 
in  its  life.  No  dark,  dullness  pervades  its  air.  Its 
people  find  sheer  enjoyment  in  it  and  they  find 
real  freedom  there  to  praise  God.  If  someone  did 
enter  that  fellowship  with  a  heavy  heart,  he  went 
aiway  with  his  burdens  lifted  because  here  he  was 
in  contact  with  authentic  happiness. 

Listen,  you  can't  pro'gram  a  happy  church!  It 
just  emerges  spontaneously  from  a  group  of 
people  who  know  what  it  means  to  be  forgiven, 
who  know  what  it  means  to  love  the  Lord  Jesus, 
and  who  realHy  do  love  one  another!  If  we  are 
not  a  happy  church,  we  must  go  way  back  to  our 
or'igin  and  step  by  step  investigate  and  examine 
our  lives  by  these  standards  of  the  Word  of  iGod. 
Someone  wrote  a  book  entiled  "God's  PYozen 
People."  These  people  were  cold,  stiff,  unloving. 


independent,  critical,  uncompassionate.  We  need 
defrosted!  Thawed  out!  The  living  church  will  be 
and  is  a  happy  church! 

A  Growing  Church — v.  47  We  have  saved  the 
best  for  last!  The  very  last  item  in  this  long  list 
of  characteristics  of  a  living  church  is  its  growth 
pattern.  It  is  located  in  the  right  place — last.  A 
growing  church  is  dependent  on  all  these  other 
thmgs.  But  growth  is  the  summary  and  climax  of 
all  the  others.  We  are  putting  more  and  more 
emphasis  on  church  growth,  but  let  it  be  clearly 
understood,  written  indelibly  on  our  minds,  that 
growth  can  and  will  occur  only  as  these  other 
matters  are  cared  for  and  are  exhibited  one  by 
one! 

If  a  church  is  alive,  it  WUI  grow,  for  it  is  the 
nature  of  living  things  to  grow.  Growth  is  normal. 
But  there  wUl  be  no  simple  answers  to  growth. 
This  much  I  know — the  Good  Shepherd  was  not 
content  to  stay  there  in  the  fold  with  99  good  little 
sheep  and  spend  His  life  showing  them  how  to 
be  better  little  sheep.  -No,  He  went  out  after  the 
one  which  was  lost!  The  living  church  will  be 
doing  that  sort  of  thing.  And  it  will  grow! 

Finally,  observe  that  a  growing  church  is  the 
Lord's  doing — "the  Lord  added  to  the  church."  We 
must  work,  as  is  everywhere  abundantly  clear  in 
scriptures,  but  the  results  wUl  come  from  God. 
"God  gives  the  increase,"  after  we  have  planted 
and  watered. 

I  have  a  question  for  you  to  wrestle  w^ith  in 
your  own  soul.  The  Lord  could  trust  more  and 
more  people  to  that  kind  of  church  found  here  in 
Acts  2.  Can  He  trust  the  Brethren  Church  with 
the  precious  lives  of  people  He  is  calling  to  Him- 
self? Can  He  trust  us  with  multitudes?  Can  He 
trust  our  body  of  believers  with  those  infants  in 
Christ  over  whom  He  is  exceedingly  jealous? 

My  constant  prayer  is,  "Lord,  let  it  happen 
here!  Let  it  happen  to  us!"  But  it  will  never  hap- 
pen if  we  adjust  to  the  mediocre  and  say  that 
status  quo  is  good  enough!  It  will  happen  when 
we  ibecome  concerned  enough  to  let  it  happen 
through  our  lives;  when  God's  fire  ignites  us 
and  makes  us  living  flames  for  Jesus  Christ.  This 
is  my  burden. 
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HERITAGE  OF  HOPE  .is  the  1976  Conference  Theme  and  the  basis  for  our  symbol 
contest.    If  you  are  planning  to  eruter,  it's  not  too  late.    But  hurry!    See  'insert  in 
Brethren  Evangelist  dated  August  23  for  details.  Remember  Deadline  is  October  1st. 
FILE  THIS  AWAY  FOK  FUTURE  REFERENCE  (But  don'it  forget  to  use  it!) 
Aid  ideas,  comitrilburtions  for  BBB,  etc.  Should  toe  addressed  to: 

Brethren  Bicentennial 

910  Ceniter  Street 

Ashland,  OMo    44805 
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SIGNAL  LIGHTS  PROGRAM:     OCTOBER  1975 

BIBLE  THEME:     Serving  God 
PROJECT:     Medical  Oufreach  in  India 


by  ALBERTA  HOLSINGER 


Call  to  Worship: 

In  the  Bible  are  stories  true 
Which  I  would  like  to  tell  to  you. 
Stories  of  God  and  Jesus  His  Son; 
Stories  of  things  people  have  done; 
Stories  to  show  us  in  many  ways 
How  we  can  serve  God  all  our  days. 


When  he  had  finished,  Josiali  was  sad.  "We  have 
not  been  obeying  God's  law,"  he  said.  "Call  the 
people  to  the  temple." 

When  the  peoiple  were  assembled,  Shaphan  read 
the  booik  to  them. 

Then  King  Josiah  stood.  "I  will  serve  God,"  he 
sajid.  "I  will  oibey  His  Word." 

All  the  people  stood.  "We,  too,  wlH  serve  ithe 
God  of  heaven." 

Once  more  the  temple  was  used  to  wo-rship  the 
true  God.  People  taught  their  children  of  Him 
and  tried  to  obey  His  law. 

God  was  pleased  with  King  Josiah  because  he 

served  Him  well  and  led  the  people  back  to  Him. 

— Based  on  portions  of  11  Kings  22  and  23 


Bible   Story:     A  KING   SERVES  GOD 


When  he  was  just  eight  years  old  Josiah  became 
king  of  Judah.  Even  though  he  was  king,  this 
was  a  time  of  studying  and  learning. 

Hilkiah,  the  priest  and  one  of  the  temple  teach- 
ers, spent  much  time  at  ithe  palace  helping  the 
young  king  to  learn  of  God. 

As  Josiah  studied,  he  saw  that  many  people 
were  not  worshiping  the  true  God.  They  would 
pray  to  the  idols  of  stone.  They  would  pray  to 
the  stars  and  the  isun  and  the  moon.  Josiah  knew 
that  these  things  could  not  hear  the  prayers  of 
his  people. 

"What  can  I  do  to  help  the  people  remember  God 
and  to  worship  Him?"  Josiah  wondered. 

Then  he  had  an  idea.  "Shaphan,"  he  said,  "please 
go  to  the  temple.  Tell  Hilkiah  I  want  God's  house 
cleaned  and  repaired.  Tell  hrni  to  hire  carpenters 
and  masons  and  others  who  may  be  needed  to 
make  the  temple  as  it  should  be." 

Soon  people  were  busy  polisihing  the  lamps  and 
bowls.  They  were  scrubbing  and  cleaning  the 
floors  and  furniture.  The  masons  and  carpenters 
repaired  the  walls  and  roof  of  the  temple. 

As  Hilkiah  was  cleaning  out  a  forgotten  chest 
in  the  corner  of  the  temple,  he  found  a  scroU  he 
had  not  seen  before.  He  unrolled  a  little  of  it  and 
began  to  read.  Then  he  called,  "Shaphan,  this  is 
a  book  of  God's  law.  Take  it  to  the  king." 

Shaphan  hurried  to  King  Josiah.  He  bowed  be- 
fore the  throne  and  said,  "O,  King,  this  book  of 
God's  law  has  been  found  in  ithe  temple." 

"Read  it  to  me,"  said  Josiah. 

Shaphan  read  the  book  to  the  king. 


Mission  Time:     THE  MOBILE  CLINIC 


"It  is  good  the  sick  people  of  Rajahmundry  can 
come  to  our  hospital,"  thought  Rev.  Prasantha 
Kumar.  "It  is  good  we  can  give  them  free  medical 
care  and  tell  theim  about  Jesus.  But  What  can  we 
do  to  help  the  people  of  the  nearby  villages?" 

Then  he  had  an  idea.  "We  will  train  our  pastors 
to  know  which  medicines  to  give  for  simple  ill- 
nesses. This  will  help  many  people." 

Of  course,  while  the  pastors  are  he'lping  the 
people  get  over  their  sickness  they  are  also  telling 
them  of  God's  great  love. 

To  help  even  more  people,  Rev.  Kumar  began 
a  mobile  clinic.  He  takes  his  hospital  staff  and  a 
load  of  medicine  and  spends  a  whole  day  in  a 
village.  The  people  come.  They  have  many  sick- 
nesses and  no  one  else  to  help  them. 

The  doctor  carefully  examines  each  patient  to 
decide  what  treatment  he  needs.  Rev.  Kumar 
prays  for  each  one.  Then  the  patient  is  given  the 
medicine  he  needs  and  a  tract  that  tells  him  of  'God 
our  heavenly  Father  and  Jesus,  His  Son,  our 
Savior. 

Many  of  the  villagers  are  becoming  followers 
of  Jesus  because  'the  Christians  helped  them  When 
they  were  sick  and  told  them  of  God's  love. 

Even  though  we  can  not  go  to  India  we  can 
help  the  people  there  learn  of  Jesus  through  our 
project  offering  this  year. 
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ORDINATION   SERVICE 


JOHN  C.  SHULTZ 


John  C.  Sihuiltz  was  bom  in  Bridgeton,  New 
Jersey,  April  25,  il950.  A  few  years  later  Ms  ,par- 
ents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  WUliam  Shultz,  moved  to 
Berlin,  Pennsylvania,  where  John  spent  the  next 
sixteen  years  of  his  life. 

In  1988  John  graduated  from  Berlin  Brothers- 
valley  High  School.  He  attended  Ashland  iCoHege 
and  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in 
Psychology  and  Reiligion  in  1972.  From  1972  until 
1975,  he  attended  Asliland  Theological  Seminary 
where  he  earned  a  Master  of  Divinity  degree  with 
a  major  in  Pastoral  Psychology  and  Counsehng. 

John  confessed  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior  at 
age  twelve  and  two  years  later  made  a  commit- 
ment to  serve  Him  in  so^me  type  of  special  min- 
istry. During  college  he  was  involved  with  Alpha 
Theta  and  College  Choir.  He  also  served  as  Vice- 
Moderator  of  National  BYC  during  .this  time. 
While  attending  SenMnary,  he  served  for  three 
years  as  pastor  of  the  East  Mansfield  United 
Presbyterian  OhurOh. 

On  February  14,  1970,  Jotan  married  Jeanie 
McPherson,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman 
McPherson,  of  Bellefontaine,  Ohio.  Jeanie  gradu- 
ated from  Ashland  College  in  1971  and  taught  for 
four  years  in  ^the  Crestview  School  system.  John 
and  Jeanie  have  two  children,  Nathan  (4)  and 
Megan   (4  weeks). 

John,  Jeanie  and  family  will  be  assumintg  tlhe 
pastorate  at  the  Tiosa,  Inidiana,  Brethren  Churtfh 
soon.  John  will  also  be  pursuing  a  doctorate  in 
Counseling  Psycholo^gy  at  Purdue  University. 
John  and  Jeanie  appreciate  your  presence  here 
today  and  are  even  more  grateful  for  the  Chris- 
tian love  and  guidance  which  so  many  have  shown 
to  them.  They  ask  that  your  prayers  and  support 
continue  as  they  proceed  in  minisitry. 


The  Ordination  todk  place  August  10,  1975  at 
2:30  p.m.  at  the  Park  Street  Brethren  Church  in 
Ashland,  Ohio  with  Dr.  Joseph  Shultz  of  the  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary  and  an  uncle  of  John 
de'livering  the  Ordination  message.  Pastors  Don 
Rinehart,  Brad  Weidenhamer,  Delbert  Flora, 
George  Solomon,  and  Fred  Burkey  also  officiated 
in  various  icajjacities  at  the  service. 


COLOMBIAN  COMRADESHIP 


Following  a  suggesbion  of  several  interested 
Brethren,  a  trip  to  oiur  mission  field  in  MedeUin, 
Colombia,  South  America,  is  being  planned  for 
November  29  -  Decemlber  7,  from  Miami,  Florida. 
All  interested  Brethren  sho'uid  start  getting  their 
passports  immediately,  and  send  a  $50.00  (non- 
refundable)  depoisdt  to: 

Mrs.  Peggy  Beekley 

707  Park  Street 

Ashland,  Ohio    44805 
Missioners    Ken    land   Jeanette    Solomon    will    be 
working  with  us  to  iplan  a  real  time  o£  fellowship 


and  shaa-ing.  The  total  cost  will  be  in  the  area  of 
$450-500,  including  plane  fare,  hotel,  meals  and 
bus  transportation  in  and  around  Medellin.  The 
number  will  be  limited  to  20,  so  get  your  reserva- 
tion in  now!  This  will  be  on  a  "first  come,  first 
served,"  ^basdis. 

Ed.  Note:  Mrs.  Beekley  is  well  qualified 
to  serve  as  tour  director  from  past  experi- 
ence as  a  visitor  and  volunteer  assistant  in 
remedial   reading   instruction  in   Colombia. 
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GOTTFRIED  ARNOLD 


by  Randy  Best 


Beginning  with  this  issue  we  ivill  be  piib- 
lishing  a  series  of  short  articles  in  relation 
to  the  history  of  the  Brethren  and  the  major- 
ity of  these  will  be  capsule  biographies  of  a 
fetv  of  the  forefathers  of  the  Brethren 
Church. 

These  articles  have  been  submitted  by 
Seminary  students  who  attended  class  ses- 
sions on  Brethren-  History  and  Doctrine  by 
Rev.  Richard  Allison. 

Heading  this  series  is  an  article  on 
Gottfried  Arnold,  the  most  iyifluential  figure 
of  the  early  group  of  Pietists  also  known 
as  separatists,  by  Randy  Best,  a  student  at 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary.  He  is  the 
son  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Best  of  Nappanee, 
Indiana,  is  married,  he  and  his  ivife  Karen 
have  two  children  and  Randy  is  presently 
serving  a  pastorate  at  North  Fairfield,  Ohio 
as  a  licensed  minister  of  the  Brethren 
Ch urch . 


Within  the  religious  movement  wihich  we  call 
Pietism  we  discover  a  splinter  group  described 
as  ithe  radical  Pietists.  They  deemed  it  necessary 
to  ;break  away  from  existing  churches  in  order 
to  .reestablish  "New  Testament  Christianity"  or 
tihe  "true  church".  One  of  their  leading  spokesman 
was  the  historian  Gottfried  Arnold  (1666-1714). 

Arnold  worked  his  way  throiU!g:h  the  University 
of  Wittenberg  by  providing  tutorial  and  spiritual 
instruction  to  the  children  of  the  nobiility.  His 
immediate  success  as  a  church  historian  led  to  a 
professorsihip  at  the  University  of  Giessen,  which 
position  he  resigned  after  serving  a  year,  much 
to  the  surprise  of  his  friends  and  the  academic 
world.  This  was  his  .manner  of  avoiding  academic 
pride  and  his  search  for  true  Christianity.  Arnold 
continued  his  literary  endeavors  focusing  primar- 
ily on  the  theme  of  heretics  and  dissenters  in  the 
history  of  Christianity.  His  Impartial  Histo^ry  of 
the  Church  deeply  influenced  Goeithe  and  has 
been  ihighly  praised  by  Ernst  Troeltsch. 

It  is  significant  that  even  though  he  was  a  pro- 
fessional educator  and  a  respeicted  member  of  the 
academic  world  he  has  been  described  as  a  mystic. 
Eventually  he  was  excommunicated  from  ithe 
Lutheran  Church  as  well  as  los.tng  his  position 
as  a  Lutheran  pastor.  Hence,  'his  influence  was 
miost  keenly  felt  tshroiuigh  his  authoirship.  It  is  in- 
teresting to  note  that  when  two  radical  Pietists 
were  brought  before  the  Lutheran  corusisto'ry  in 
Strassburg  one  of  them  was  fo-und  to  have  a  work 
of  Arnold's  in  his  possession. 

Donald  E.  Miller  has  written,  "It  is  my  belief 
that  Arnold  had  a  major  forma/tive  'influence  upcn 
the  lives  of  the  early  Brethren".'  The  major  link 


between  Arnold  and  ithe  Brethren  was  Ohiristopher 
Hochmann,  a  student  of  Arnold's.  Hochmann  had 
traveled  with  Alexander  Mack  land  had  also  had 
frequent  contact  with  the  Brethren  at  Sdhwar- 
zenau.  Modeim  historians  tend  to  agree  that 
indirect  references  to  the  writings  of  Arnold  can 
be  found  in  tlie  iwritings  of  Alexander  Mack. 

Although  Arnold  and  Mack  disagreed  on  ithe 
Tole  of  women  in  the  church  and  on  the  necessity 
to  Include  the  Pedilavium  in  the  Communion  ser- 
vice -there  was  remarkable  similarity  and  agree- 
ment between  them  on  many  other  articles  of 
faith  and  practice. 

Both  men  believed  that  "the  fall"  of  the  dhurch 
coincided  with  the  linstitution  of  Christianity  as 
the  Roman  state  religion  by  Consitantine  in  the 
fourth  century.  In  subsequent  church  histO'iy  it 
was  the  clergy  who  were  most  often  in  error 
while  "the  'true  church"  was  perpetuated  by  the 
heretics  and  dissenters.  In  similar  fashion  boith 
stressed  the  duties  of  early  and  present  day  Chris- 
tians to  God.  Repentance  was  to  be  followeid  by  a 
hatred  of  sin  and  absention  from  worldly  pleas- 
ures. The  wrath  of  God  was  emphasized  and  con- 
verts were  warned  to  "count  the  cost".  Initegral 
parts  of  'the  Christian  life  were  prayer  and  fasting, 
godly  living,  and  evidence  of  the  fruit  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  the  lives  of  believers.  The  key  to  obedi- 
ence was  thought  to  (Me)  in  a  life  of  love  and 
faith.  Humility  was  seen  as  'the  ground  of  ethical 
beihavior,  wihUe  batii  spiritual  freedom  and  a  con- 
cern for  hypocrisy  were  evident. 

Mack  and  Arnold  were  in  essential  harmony  on 
the  subject  of  the  form  of  ■worship.  Co-nsitant 
prayer  during  day  to  day  hving  as  well  as  the 
habit  of  kneeling  while  in  prayer  were  in  order. 
Although  instruments  were  banned  anid  secular 
singing  forbidden,  both  men  followed  Luther  in 
their  emphasis  on  congregational,  Choral  worship. 
Services  of  worship  were  held  in  single  hoimes 
because  it  was  thought  that  the  true  temple  of 
God  was  the  human  heart.  Work  on  Sunday  was 
strictly  forbidden,  as  were  social  disitinotions. 
Barriers  between  Clergy  and  laity  came  down  as 
well,  and  even  teachers  were  seen  as  servanits, 
rather  than  as  leaders  or  auithority  figures.  The 
priesthood  of  all  believers  was  perhaps  the  most 
revolutionary  belief  in  its  implications  within  the 
life  of  the  church.  Lay  participation  in  the  Com- 
munion was  practiced,  and  Communion  itself  was 
seen  as  commemorative.  This  is  in  sharp  distinc- 
tion from  Lutheran  and  CathoUc  theology.  Within 
the  Communion  service  itiself,  ithe  "agape  meal" 
was  practiced  by  Mack  and  Arnold. 

As  in  the  areas  of  personal  faith  and  procedutres 
of  worship,  the  area  of  ethical  responsibilities 
found  substanitial  agreement  hetween  the  two 
"restorers".  A  community  of  goods  was  practiced 
within  the  fellowship  w^henever  possible.  This 
area  of  concern  was  practical  and  spiritual  in  its 
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foundations    rather   ithan    political    or    ideological  a  message  which  requires  constant  meditation  and 

and  hence  Communistic.  Adequate  provision  was  reevaluation.  Reliance  on  "the  Inner  life"  was  also 

imade  for  the  poor  who  were  part  of  the  churdh,  a  necessity  to  them  because  of  the  inevitable  re- 

and  hospitality  to  friend,  stranger,  and  enemy  alike  newal  of  pride  in  each  new  generation.  Other  than 

was  their  standard.  There  was  a  definite  tinge  of  a   careful   evaluation  of   church  ihlsitory  and  hls- 

asceticism  and  celibacy  in  their  outlook.  In  money  torians,    Scripture   as   illuminated   by   the   "inner 

managemeot   they  were   frugal.   The   simple   life  ]igM"  was  their  sole  guide  in  faith  and  practice, 

style  was  their  goal.  That  included  the  rejection  For  this  they  were  willing  to  suffer,  for  this  was 

of  dancing,  sports,  and  excessive  play.  Purity  of  the  mark  of  "the  true  church".  As  the  beliefs  of 

conversation  was  an  expected  habit  of  daily  life,  the  "early  church"  were  noirmative  tor  all  times. 

War   and   military   service  were  totally   rejected,  so  was  its  suffering. 

and   martyrdom   was   accepted   as   being   part   of         Arnold's  influence  in  the  life  of  the  Brethren 

their  witness.  Church  is  undeniable  and  profound.  The  man  and 

Boitih   Arnold   and  Mack  ihaive  elements  of  the  his  writings  should  be  a  topic  of  study  for  our 

mystical  in  their  'life  and  thought.  This  elemenit  people  if  we  are  to  have  an  accurate  apipreciation 

'in  their  convictions  is  evidenced  by  their  emphasis  of  our  heritage  and  identity, 
on  (the  individual's  reliance  on  an  "inner  light",  footnote 

Wlhioh  is  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God.  They  beHeved  that  l  Donald  E.  Miller,   "The  influence  of  Gottfried  Arnold  Upon 

creeds   and   formal   professions   of   faith   tended  to  the  church  of  the  Brethren",   Brethren  Life  and  Thought    Volume  V, 

limit  or  confine  God's  message  through  Scripture,  Number  iii  (Summer,  i960),  pp.  39-50. 


COLSON  SEES  U.S.  NOT 
CARING  ENOUGH 

ANAHEIM,  CaMf.  (EP)— The  lessons  of  Water- 
gate haven't  been  learned,  most  people  have  lost 
confidence  in  institutions,  and  "I  don't  see  us 
caring  enough,"  Charles  W.  Colson  said  here  at 
the  convention  of  the  Christian  Booksellers 
Association. 

The  43-year-old  top  aide  to  former  President 
Richard  M.  Nixon,  told  Los  Angeles  Times  Relig- 
ion Writer  Russell  Chandler  that  his  growing 
faith  has  turned  (his  political  and  religious  views 
"to'psy-turvy." 

Colson  was  in  Anahe^im  to  promote  his  book 
titled.  Bom  Again,  to  be  published  eairly  -in  1976 
by  Fleming  H.  Revell  Co. 

"I  had  great  confidence  in  national  goals,"  Col- 
son said.  "But  through  reading  C.  S.  Lewis  (the 
book  Mere  Christianity  by  the  late  British  popular 
theologian)  I  realize  that  -individuals  are  more 
important  than  nations.  I  began  to  see  people  in 
a  different  'light.  .  .  .  Every  individual  has  the 
same  rights.  If  government  tramples  on  just  one 
(person),  then  it  can  happen  to  millions." 

Colson  said  he  believes  a  great  "spiritual  war- 
fare" is  on  for  the  loyalty  of  persons  and  that 
Washington  "has  to  be  considered  the  front  line." 

Politicians  are  especially  subject  to  temptations, 
he  said,  'because  they  "have  everyithing  at  'their 
feet" — women,  drink  and  the  seduction  of  appar- 
ent power. 

"Government  has  been  built  on  deceptions,"  he 
added.  "Forces  work  against  your  turning  your 
life  over  to  God;  you  run  some  pretty  tough  risks 
if  you  really  live  your  faith." 

The  author  said  he  wUl  use  proceeds  from  speak- 
ing engagements  and  'his  book  to  help  support  a 
prison  ministry  w'hich  he  is  putting  together  with 
the  help  of  former  Sen.  Harold  E.  Hughes  and 
Norman  Carlson,  head  of  federal  prisons. 
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GENERAL  CONFERENCE 


General  Conference  with  its  theme  of  "Let  The 
Church  Grow,  Let  It  Happen"  got  off  to  a  running 
start  this  year  with  the  ICL  (International  Center 
for  Learning)  program  with  a  total  of  approx- 
imately 337  pastors,  laypersons  and  youth 
participating. 

As  we  kept  one  ear  tuned  in  to  the  vocal  coim- 
■mentary  Which  floated  about  the  campus  and 
vicinity  we  arrived  at  rthe  conclusion  that  it  was 
ome  of  the  mo'St  informative  and  successful  sem- 
inars ever  held  during  CoinJerenoe  wiiith  many 
voices  proclaiming  a  desire  that  such  events  be 
held  again  in  diverse  locations. 
Of  co'urse,  there  was  quite  a  bit  of  activity  going 
on  in  the  Conference  business  sessions  and  thoise 
held  by  the  various  auxiliaries.  So'me  of  the  pro- 
jects undertaken  by  the  varioius  groups  have  al- 
ready been  publicized  or  wiU  be  in  the  near  future. 

The  address  presented  by  Moderajtor  Virgil 
Bamhart  will  be  published  in  its  entirety  in  the 
Annual  scheduled  to  be  printed  about  the  middle 
of  October.  We  would  like  to  publish  a  portion  of 
his  address  at  this  time,  the  recommendations 
made  to  General  Conference. 


use  their  God  given  gift  for  the  benefit 
of  the  whole  Church.  The  Church  is 
comprised  of  individuals,  and  as  individ- 
uals we  are  personally  called,  challenged, 
commanded,  and  committed  to  allow  the 
church  to  preach  the  Gospel.  The  Laity 
and  Clergy,  by  our  words  and  actions, 
should  present  such  a  high  view  of 
Christ,  the  Cross,  the  Church,  and  the 
Church  Ministry  that  dedicated  Chris- 
tians will  desire  to  go  out  and  serve 
Christ  in  a  ministry  based  on  God's 
Word.  This  is  an  event  that  can  be  reality 
by  spirit  led  church  personnel. 


RECOMMENDATION  NO.  2  I  fur- 
ther recommend  to  Central  Council  that 
a  study  be  made  of  ways  to  fulfill  the 
Spiritual  need  of  all  age  groups  in  our 
churches  and  communities.  Methods  and 
trained  persons  are  needed  to  help  people 
meet  their  problems  that  they  face  today. 
I  would  further  recommend  that  Central 
Council  use  Arden  Gilmer's  think  paper 
presentation  as  an  aid  and  guideline  for 
this  responsible  task  of  finding  and  em- 
phasizing the  priorities  necessary  for 
church  growth.  I  suggest  that  a  Central 
Council  Committee  be  formed  for  further 
presentation  in  this  area  so  churches 
may  have  for  use  in  carrying  out  these 
suggestions. 

With  methods  as  ICL,  Church  Growth 
Seminars,  and  other  means  (Bible  and 
Spiritual  guidance)  that  are  available 
we  can  grow  in  spiritual  maturity,  not 
only  as  individuals  and  churches,  but 
also  as  a  body  of  Christian  believers.  It 
is  time  for  dedicated  Church  leaders  to 
live,  act  and  proclaim  that  by  the  grace 
of  God  we  can  have  peace  with  God. 
This  needs  to  be  our  proclamation  and 
presentation  every  day. 


RECOMMENDATION  NO.  1  There- 
fore, I  recommend  that  the  Elders, 
Deacons,  and  Church  Moderators  work 
together  in  spiritual  unity  to  equip  (Eph. 
4:12)  and  mobilize  (Eph.  6:10-18)  the 
Laity  for  the  important  task  of  the 
individual  Christian  commitment  that  is 
necessary  for  all  of  us  to  be  personally 
involved  in  the  total  ministry  of  the 
Church.  We  do  not  all  possess  the  same 
Spiritual  gift,  but  the  role  of  the  pastor 
is  to  help  the  laity  discover,  develop,  and 


RECOMMENDATION  NO.  3  That 
auxiliaries  should  study  their  goals  and 
their  purposes  for  coming  together.  They 
can  be  of  great  assistance  in  helping  to 
develop  leadership  for  the  Spiritual  use 
of  time,  talents,  and  treasures.  They  can 
also  display  the  Spiritual  sharing  of  their 
love  and  concerns  for  the  saved  and 
unsaved.  I  request  that  you  also  pray  and 
strive  to  achieve  the  Spiritual  fellowship 
for  all  believers  in  Biblical  based  unity 
of  endeavor. 
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PASTOR  DONALD  ROWSER 


It  has  'been  almost  ten  and  one  half  years  since 
the  Rowser  family  oame  to  New  Leibanon.  Don 
has  made  suOh  an  impact  on  the  ohurch  and  sur- 
rounding co'mmunities  that  he  has  gained  the 
love  and  respect  of  all. 

There  have  been  almost  100  converts  since  he 
came.  More  importantly,  the  members  of  the 
ohurch  have  become  more  active,  alive  and  con- 
cerned about  Chrisjtian  growth  in  themselves. 
These  changes  are  a  reisult  of  listening  to  some- 
one who  practices  what  he  preaches.  This  is 
definitely  Don  Rowser. 

Many  more  changes  have  occurred  since  Rev. 
Rowser  came.  Our  missions  giving  has  climbed 
from  $1000.00  to  $10,000.00  in  ten  years.  Rxswser 
has  impressed  upon  paople  the  Importance  of 
missions  In  the  world.  We  have  become  concerned 
about  others.  Our  membeirship  has  reached  520 
people.  About  300  of  these  are  active  members. 
After  seeing  the  work  Don  has  done  as  a  meniber 
of  ithls  church,  people  want  to  (become  active  and 
work  for  ithe  Lord. 

The  church  had  to  be  remodeled  after  Don 
came.  We  were  pushing  out  the  walls  for  seating. 
Seventy^five  more  seats  were  gained.  Now  six 
years  later,  filled  to  our  capacity.  There  is  no 
more  room  to  expand  at  our  present  church.  It  is 
a  good  feeling  to  have  to  put  up  chairs  for  extra 
seating  evetry  Sunday. 

We  have  hired  an  assistant  minister  for  the 
ohurch.  The  salary  for  him  was  not  in  our  budget, 
yet  the  salary  was  'met  and  the  ibudget  expanded. 
Don  teaches  faith  in  meeting  goals  and  we  reach 
them  with  joyful  giving. 

Don's  love  is  not  restricted  to  our  own  church. 
He  is  concerned  about  other  churches  in  the  com- 
munity. He  works  'With  their  ministers  for  the 
good  of  the  entire  area. 


Submitted  by  Don  Riisk,  Moderator 


Don  Rowser  has  proven  to  be  an  extremely 
dedicated  minister.  He  can  understand  ithe  prob- 
lems of  teen-agers,  the  middle-aged,  and  the  eld- 
erly. His  ministry  is  strictly  from  the  Biible.  He 
doesn't  preach  to  make  the  congregation  feel 
proud.  Instead,  he  preaches  to  make  us  kneel  down 
in  humblene'ss.  Each  Sunday  the  message  is  direct- 
ed at  each  individual.  He  always  offers  the  invi- 
tation to  recommitment  of  souls  or  acceptance 
of  Christ. 

Don  has  a  tremendous  gift  of  visitation  and 
evangelism.  He  has  the  rare  talent  of  reaching 
unsaved  souls  and  giving  strength  to  the  sick.  He 
made  almost  1100  home  and  hospital  caUs  last 
year.  Almost  every  Sunday  there  is  a  message 
from  someone  thanking  people  for  their  cards 
and  visits.  But  they  give  special  thanks  to  Rowser 
for  his  visits.  Many  people  say  the  nicest  thing 
about  being  sick  is  getting  visited  iby  Don  Rowser. 

One  sick  person  said  that  when  Rev.  Rowser 
read  the  Bible  the  words  fUled  him  with  some- 
thing he  had  never  felt  before.  Don  gave  the  Bible 
a  new  meaning.  His  prayers  are  truly  from  >the 
heart. 

One  young  man  dying  of  cancer  said  when 
Don  held  his  hand  and  prayed  a  warm,  comfort- 
able feeling  surged  through  his  body.  At  this  time 
he  realized  he  would  have  eteimal  life. 

Don  always  talks  with  the  sick  in  their  rooms 
and  prays  for  them.  We  have  had  6  converts  in 
the  last  4  months  from  sick  who  didn't  even  be- 
long to  our  church.  Don  met  them  or  their  fam- 
ily in  the  hospital  cm.d  witnessed  to  them. 

Don  is  very  active  in  community  affairs.  Many 
times  he  has  spoken  to  the  senior  citizens.  He 
belonged  to  the  Rotary  for  several  years  and  is 
now  active  in  most  school  affairs.  He  has  been 
the  National  Conference  Moderator,  on  the  Camp 
Bethany  Board,  Missionary  Board  and  many  other 
positio^ns  in  church  work. 

Beautiful  flowers  of  aU  kinds  surround  his 
house.  He  enjoys  the  beauty  they  give  him  and 
all  others  who  see  them.  He  loves  the  sound  of 
birds,  the  blue  sky,  and  all  the  gifts  of  nature  God 
has  provided  for  us. 

Rev.  Rowser's  wife,  Charlene,  alorag  with  his 
children,  David  and  Tracy,  are  aU  active  in  the 
Church.  iCharlene  is  a  member  of  the  choir,  the 
W.M.S.  and  has  toeen  a  Sunday  School  teacher. 
The  children  laire  involved  in  the  church's  youth 
activities. 

Don  never  forgets  a  name  or  face.  There  are 
people  iwho  visit  the  church  once  and  return  six 
months  later.  He  always  recognizes  'them  and 
acknowledges  their  presence. 

There  has  been  an  awakenmig  in  the  New 
Leibanon  Church.  People  ai^e  concerned  about 
eternity.  We  are  concerned  about  our  youth  and 
their  direction  in  iHfe.  We  are  concerned  about  our 
community  and  it's  future.  As  one  Christian 
speakinig  for  many,  we  say  thank  you,  Don 
Rowser,  for  showing  us  the  way. 
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WOMEN'S  UB 


WHAT'S   YOUR   L   Q,7 


So  many  measurements  or  estimates  are  made 
in  our  lives  today:  the  I.  Q.  (intelligence  quotient), 
P.  Q.  (personality  quotient),  A.  Q.  (accomplish- 
ment quotient),  or  any  other  personal  commodity. 
How  about  measuring  our  L.  Q.  (laughter  quo- 
tient )  ? 

Of  all  the  ingredients  making  up  the  well- 
rounded  human  personality,  laughter — or  a  sense 
of  humor — seems  to  appear  near  the  top  of  the 
list.  And  women,  we  need  it!  We  need  it  not  only 
when  we  read  the  newspapers  and  some  of  today's 
literature,  but  when  we  face  life's  every-day  prob- 
lems in  our  homes  and  with  our  families. 


Laughter,  like  baking  powder  in  the  biscuits  or 
bubbles  in  the  7-Up,  gives  us  buoyancy,  light- 
heartedness.  We  have  some  excellent  authority 
too  for  the  admonition  to  laugh.  Ecclesiastes  teUs 
us  "There  is  a  time  to  weep  and  a  time  to  laugh"; 
another,  of  a  philosophical  inclination,  said, 
"Laugh  and  the  world  laughs  with  you";  John 
Milton  speaks  of  "Laughter  holding  both  his  sides." 
And  so  it  goes.  The  real  test  of  our  L.  Q.  though 
is  if  we  can  laugh  at  ourselves. 

We  tend  to  take  ourselves  too  seriously;  but  if 
we  have  that  enviable  capacity  of  "seeing  our- 
selves as  others  see  us,"  to  quote  Bobbie  Bums 
life  can  ibe  so  much  more  fun.  Particularly  we 
need  to  laugh  when  things  go  haywire. 

How  well  I  remember  a  trip  to  Florida  for 
Christmas  with  my  husband,  daughter,  and  son- 
in-law.  One  night,  after  endless  hours  of  jerking 
along  at  about  five  miles  per  hour  in  bumper-to- 
bumper  traffic,  through  driving  rain,  we  reached 
our   motel   at    11:55   PjM. — ^where   I    had   written 


ahead  once  for  reservations,  then  a  second  time 
saying  we  would  be  late  and  offering  to  pay  in 
advance,  but  being  assured  of  reserved  rooms — 
only  to  hear,  "We  haven't  anything  left;  we  forgot 
about  you." 

Emerging  from  that  phony  establishment,  I 
wanted  to  knock  heads  together  and  howl.  How- 
ever, as  I  dragged  my  soggy,  exhausted  frame  back 
into  the  car,  our  son-in-law,  who  is  not  famous 
for  his  melancholy,  tossed  this  admonition  to  us: 
"Cheer  up;  Mary  and  Joseph  found  no  room  in 
the  inn  either." 

At  that  point  my  indignation  and  self-pity  took 
a  turn  for  the  better;  whereupon  we  four  sat 
there  in  the  pouring  rain  and  giggled  like  nit-wits. 
That  hilarious  little  interlude  forestalled  a  gar- 
gantuan ulcer. 


You  readers  have  doubtless  experienced  com- 
parable frustrations  converted  by  some  laughs  to 
something  funny.  For  example,  on  a  rainy  day, 
when  all  the  children  were  home  bugging  you 
and  operating  in  a  combative  mood,  you  may  have 
wanted  to  give  them  to  the  mailman — even  offer- 
ing him  TV  stamps  as  an  added  incentive.  Then 
your  sense  of  humor  took  over,  and  you  were 
able  to  laugh,  even  if  the  dog  had  tracked  mud  on 
the  newly  scrubbed  kitchen  floor  or  if  you  had 
scorched  the  meat.  Soon  you  aM  laughed  and  sanity 
was  restored. 

Does  admitting  you  are  wrong  bother  you,  or 
can  you  laugh  at  yourself,  admitting  to  someone 
that  you  "blew  it"  or  "goofed"?  We  shouldn't 
hesitate  to  admit  our  mistakes.  People  admire  us 
more  for  such  an  admission  than  if  we  deny  what 
we  all  recognize  to  be  true.  In  fact,  everyone  likes 
a  joke  on  someibody  else;  hence,  if  we  laugh  at 
ourselves,  we  give  others  an  opporunity  to  enjoy 
the  joke  on  us. 

Art  Linkletter  is  famous  for  the  expression, 
"People  are  funny,"  and  the  sooner  we  include  our- 
selves in  this  category  the  smoother  and  pleasanter 
life  wall  'become. 

To  be  sure,  laughter  is  not  always  desirable; 
there  are  occasions  when  it  would  be  as  much  out 
of  place  as  wearing  sneakers  with  a  tuxedo  or 
serving  hot  dogs  at  a  state  dinner.  But  much  of 
the  time  it  is  both  desiraible  and  helpful.  The  writer 
Chamfort  once  said,  "The  most  wasted  day  of  all 
is  that  one  on  which  we  have  not  laughed." 

Therefore,  in  preparing  the  great  elixir  of  a 
happy  life,  be  sure  to  include  that  basic  ingredient, 
laughter.  It  provides  lovely  mood  music  in  the 
symphony  of  every-day  living.  Try  it  on  your 
"funnygraph."  It  is  beautiful!     il 
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ALL  ONE  BODY  WE 


by  William  Walk 


These  words  from  the  hymn  "Onward  Christian 
Saldiers"  express  the  theme  of  our  General  Con- 
ference year  1974-75.  As  the  1975  Conference  be- 
comes history  and  we  begin  to  settle  our  thinking 
on  another  theme,  let  us  look  at  our  body. 

One  of  the  beauties  of  the  body  is  a  working 
together  of  its  parts  for  the  benefit  of  the  entire 
body.  How  much  easier  the  whole  body  of  the 
church  is  able  to  function  as  its  parts  work 
together. 

The  scriptures  talk  about  the  gifts  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  which  are  given  as  God  wills  to  each  person 
of  the  body,  and  it  talks  of  how  they  relate  to 
and  work  in  the  body.  In  I  Cor.  12,  after  Paul 
lists  some  of  the  gifts  and  talks  about  the  body, 
we  read  in  verse  25:  "That  there  should  be  no 
schism  in  the  body;  but  that  the  members  shOiUld 
have  the  same  care  one  for  another." 

The  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  then  are  given  not 
for  the  benefit  of  the  one,  but  for  all.  Rev.  WUf 
Bellamy,  director  of  Missionary  Internship,  uses 
this  illustration.  While  serving  as  a  missionary  in 
Nigeria  he  had  the  opportunity  to  serve  with  a 
medical  missionary  during  an  abdominal  surgery. 
As  the  incisions  were  being  made,  the  surgeon 
came  across  the  appendix,  W'ilf  suggested  it  be 
removed,  but  the  Dr.  said  no,  God  has  placed  it 
there  for  a  function  in  the  body,  and  although  we 
aren't  sure  what  that  function  may  be,  it  is  im- 
portant for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  body.  If  it 
becomes  diseased  then  removal  may  be  necessary, 
but  not  till  then.  A  rough  illustration  pointing  out 
that  all  parts  of  the  body  are  important.  As  this 
is  true  in  the  physical  body,  it  is  even  more  im- 
portant in  the  body  of  Christ,  the  Church.  Here 
we  may  need  be  reminded  of  the  words:  "God  is 
no  respector  of  persons." 

How  am  I  as  an  individual  functioning  as  part 
of  ithe  body?  I  am  a  member  of  the  larger  body 
of  Christ,  a  member  of  a  part  of  that  larger  body 
known  as  The  Brethren  Church,  and  more  par- 
ticularly t;he   part   known   as   The 

Brethren  Church. 

God  has  endowed  each  of  the  members  of  the 
body  with  certain  natural  abilities,  acqudired  skills 
and   Spiritual   Giifts.   But   He   expects   us   to   use 


these  for  His  honor  and  glory  and  to  the  edifica- 
tion of  the  body,  and  not  be  desirous  of  vainglory. 
(Gal.  5:26) 

When  was  the  last  time  you  did  something  in 
the  body  and  the  body  did  not  applaud  as  you 
thought  they  should?  What  was  your  reaction? 
True,  the  body  may  have  been  amiss  for  not 
recognizing  your  contribution,  but  perhaps  your 
motivation  for  using  your  gift  was  amiss. 

Love  must  be  an  important  part  of  the  body. 
In  verse  26  Paul  says:  "And  whether  one  member 
suffer,  all  the  members  suffer  with  it;  or  one 
member  be  honoured,  all  the  members  rejoice  with 
it."  We  need  to  care  and  be  concerned  for  one 
another.  When  was  the  last  time  you  hurt  when 
another  of  the  body  hurt,  and  showed  your  hurt 
with  action;  and  rejoiced  when  another  was  re- 
warded, even  if  you  were  in  competition  with 
them  or  it  seems  to  give  them  a  higher  status 
than  you? 

How  do  I  as  an  individual,  as  a  local  body  of 
believers,  or  as  a  District  body  of  believers,  express 
my  care  and  concern  for  the  larger  body  known 
as  The  Brethren  Church?  Example,  several  times 
a  year  it  falls  the  lot  of  The  Brethren  Evangelist 
to  print  the  various  District  Conference  programs. 
What  is  our  reaction?  Often  we  say:  Oh  no,  not 
another  conference  program,  surely  they  could 
find  something  better  with  which  to  fiU  the  pages, 
or  something  to  that  effect.  But  as  we  are  a  part 
of  that  larger  body,  should  we  not  respond  like 
this:  I  see  from  The  Brethren  Evang'elist  that  our 

brothers  and  sisters  in  are  having 

a  conference,  I  wonder  what  their  study  topics 
and  concerns  are,  and  I  shall  mark  the  times  and 
dates  down  and  be  in  prayer  for  them,  and  I  shall 
write  them  a  letter  teUing  them  I  am  interested 
in  and  praying  for  them. 

I  wonder  what  the  impact  on  General  Conference 
would  be,  if  while  they  are  in  session,  thousands 
of  people  would  really  pray  for  the  conference 
and  its  different  segments. 

Much  is  being  said  about  church  growth  and 
this  is  good.  I  believe  that  as  we  work  together 
as  a  body,  loving,  caring  and  sharing,  we  will 
grow  together  as  the  body  of  Christ. 

WiUiam  Walk 


CHURCH  GROWTH  is  not  necessarily  "busyness,"  but  a  genuine  concern  for 
conununity  needs  resulting  in  appropriate  action. 


CHURCH  GROWTH  comes  when  we  seek  God's  will  and  direction. 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


'UPON  THIS  ROCK 


Moderator's  address  to  Central  District 
Conference  of  Brethren  Churches  by  Donald 
M.  Coleman. 


VV^en  Jesus  said,  "Upon  tihis  rock  I  will  build 
my  dhurch,  and  'the  .gates  of  heU  shall  not  prevail 
against  it,"  (Matt.  16:18),  he  had  all  the  centuiues 
in  view  until  his  return.  It  has  been  said,  that 
the  twentieth  century  is  most  like  the  first.  Once 
again,  the  Christians  are  a  small  minority  in  the 
midst  of  a  despairing  and  pagan  world,  and  ithey 
are  confronted  on  every  side  with  violence,  hos- 
tility, ignorance,  widespread  immorality,  and  a 
total  lack  of  respect  for  human  life.  They  -are  thus 
thrust  back  into  the  very  climate  of  the  first 
century  where  the  events,  and  ftriumphs  of  the 
Book  of  Acts  occurred. 

Much  of  the  explanation  for  the  cofnfusion  which 
exists  so  widely  in  the  church  today  is  that  Chris- 
tians  have   been  looking  at  the   things  that  are 


SEEN  instead  of  at  the  ithings  that  are  unseen. 
We  see  a  suffering  world  with  human  need  obvious 
everywhere.  Hate  and  bigotry  abound;  injustice 
prevails;  and  misery  exists  everywhere  we  turn. 
The  obvious  solution  seems  to  be  to  marshall  all 
our  human  resources  to  meet  these  needs.  Let  us 
get  to  work  to  do  something  about  it — ^NOW!  It 
sounds  so  logical,  so  coinsistent,  so  practical.  But 
that  is  because  our  human  thiniklng  is  shallow, 
and  superficial.  We  only  see  the  things  that  are 
visible.  In  our  shallow  concern  for  externals  we 
treat  symptoms  and  not  causes.  We  apply  super- 
ficial remedies  that  work  only  for  its  moment,  if 
they  work  at  all,  and  then  the  situation  is  worse 
than  it  was  before. 

What  is  desperately  needed  today  is  this  prac- 
tical admonition  of  the  apostle:  "Lead  a  life  wor- 
thy of  it's  calling  to  which  you  have  been  called." 
(Eph.  4:1)  The  one  who  has  called  us  sees  life 
much  more  clearly  than  we  do.  He  has  devised  a 
strategy  that  will  actually  rernove  the  cause  of 
human  darkness  and  misery.  He  does  not  waste 
his  time  putting  band-aids  on  Cancer.  He  strikes 
right  at  the  root  cause.  When  the  church  is  faith- 
ful to  its  caUing  it  becomes  a  healing  agency  in 
society,  able  to  lift  a  nation  or  empire  to  a  higher 
plateau  of  wholesome  living. 

The  true  church  is  here  to  effect  that  wholesome 
living.  The  false  church  is  here  to  oppose  it.  But 
true  Christians  actually  pro-mote  the  cause  of 
false  Christianity,  when,  through  ignorance  or 
mistaken  zeal,  they  deviate  from  the  divine 
strategy  and  do  not  obey  their  divine  calling.  We 
mere  humans  cannot  improve  on  the  divine  pro- 
gram. Nor  are  we  left  in  doubt  as  to  what  that 
calling  is.  The  first  3  chapters  of  Ephe'sians  are 
devoted  to  describing  it;  and  it  is  found  in  many 
other  places  throughout  the  New  Testament.  If 
Christians  are  to  give  intelligent  oljedience  to 
their  Lord,  they  must  give  highest  priority  to 
understanding  what  it  is  he  wants  them  to  be  or 
do. 

"He  chose  us  in  hdm  before  the  foundation  of 
the  world  (the  church  is  no  after  thought  with 
God.  It  was  planned  long  before  the  world  was 
made),  that  we  "should  be  holy  and  blameless 
before  him."  Eph.  1:4. 

God's  first  concern  is  not  what  the  church  does, 
it  is  What  the  church  IS.  BEING  must  always  pre- 
cede doing,  for  what  we  do  wiU  be  according  to 
what  we  are.  As  Christians  we  are  to  be  a  moral 
example  to  the  world,  reflecting  the  character  of 
Jesus  Qirist.  We  Christians  are  called  to  ibe  "holy 
and  blameless  before  Him."  Ohrist  should  be  clear- 
ly evident  in  our  lives  by  the  way  we  talk,  live, 
and  the  way  we  act  and  react. 

The  supreme  mark  of  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ 
within  the  Christian  is,  of  course  love.  Love  w'hlch 
accepts  others  as  they  are;  is  tenderhearted  and 
forgiving;  and  seeks  to  prevent  misunderstandings 
and  differences  of  viewpoint  from  dividing  Chris- 
tians from  each  other.  Jesus  said,  "By  this  all  men 
will  know  that  you  are  my  disciples,  if  you  have 
love  for  one  another"  John  13:35.  That  love  is 
never  manifested  by  rivalry,  greed,  ostentatious 
display,  'indifference  or  prejudice.  It  is  the  very 
opposite  of  name-oaUing,  backbiting,  stubbo'm  you- 
go-your-way-and  I'll  go-mine,  division.  Love  is 
concern  with  maintaining  unity,  not  creating  it. 
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The  church  can  never  create  unity,  only  maintain 
it.  I  believe  that  unity  can  come  about  in  our  local 
churches  if  we  stop  thinking  Oif  self  and  S'tart 
thinking  of  others.  We  need  to  get  our  eyes  back 
on  Jesus  Christ  and  seek  his  ways.  The  early 
church  met  daily  in  fellowship  and  breaking  of 
bread  together.  The  early  church  had  this  bond 
and  love  for  one  another.  I  believe  the  bond  can  be 
brought  back  in  our  local  church  tihrough  our 
auxiliary  organizations.  Therefore,  I  recommend: 

1.  That  each  auxiliary  activity  of  the  church 
(youth,  laymen,  WMS,  etc)  revaluate  its  purpose 
for  meeting.  Goals  are  merely  a  guide  Line  and 
not  your  sole  purpose  for  meeting.  The  purpose 
should  be  to  win  men,  women,  boys,  and  girls  to 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Too  many  times  meetings 
have  become  nothing  moire  than  "Gossip  sessions". 
These  small  groups  should  be  meeiting  together 
to  provide  vital  small  group  fellowshiip  as  was 
common  in  ithe  early  church.  They  should  provide 
opportunities  for  mutual  encouragement  and  per- 
sonal spiritual  .growth  through  the  discussion 
and  sharing  of  the  word  of  God.  They  should  pro- 
vide opportunities  for  small  group  prayer.  They 
should  train  and  encourage  church  members  in 
personal  evangelism.  They  should  provide  a  means 
to  Channel  new  converts  into  membership  and 
active  participation  in  the  local  cihuiroh.  They 
should  build  disciples  capable  of  planning  and 
implementing  a  strategy  for  evange'lism  outreach 
throug'h  the  local  congregation.  These  groups  can 
be  an  extended  arm  of  the  local  church.  From 
these  groups,  small  groups  can  be  formed  for 
indepth  Bible  study  in  tihe  homes  even  inviting 
the  community  In. 

Please  don't  leave  it  up  to  the  pastor  to  start 
something.  If  you  feeil  led  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
start  so'mething  in  your  group,  approach  the 
pastor  and  visit  with  liim  albouit  your  ideas  and 
feeUngs.  I  believe  the  pastors  tieoome  so  bogged 
down  in  the  many  different  programs  of  'the 
church,  the  ministiy  for  which  they  are  called 
starts  to  suffer.  Every  church  has  a  lay  person 
that  has  a  talent,  or  gift  to  carry  out  some  of 
the  programs  that  ithe  pastors  are  undertaking. 
As  a  lay  person  When  asked  to  'work  in  a  specific 
ministry  of  the  church,  don't  answer  before  you 
have  prayed  and  thoug'ht  about  it.  lit  may  well  be 
others  see  our  gift  and  talents  long  before  we 
do.  iln  fact  one  of  the  most  helpful  ways  the  mem- 
ber's of  Ohirisit's  body  can  minister  to  eaCh  other 
is  to  help  one  another  discover  spiritual  gifts.  It 
is  much  better  for  others  to  tell  you  what  gifts 
they  see  in  you  than  for  you  to  lay  pretention 
claims  of  gifts  you  might  not  actually  have. 

We  of  the  Central  District  have  been  very  unfair 
to  the  youth  of  the  district.  We  have  not  given 
them  the  support  and  guidance  that  is  needed  for 
the  young  church  of  tomorrow.  We  need  to  re- 
evaluate our  ddstriict  youlfli  programs. 

We  had  an  excellent  camping  program  and  the 
director  needs  to  be  commended.  The  camping 
facilities  were  good,  but  we  need  100%  co-operataon 
from  all  churches  in  ithe  district. 

The  senior  youth  in  the  last  3  or  4  years  have 
planned  and  conducted  the  district  youth  program 
and  activities  almost  all  on  their  own.  It  is  ihigh 
tune  we  quit  complaining  albout  them  and  get 
off  our  honches  and  started  showing  a  <little  more 


loving  concern  for  the  future  church.  Since  its 
establishment,  the  Board  of  Christian  Education 
has  not  functioned  in  this  district  as  it  should 
have.  Therefore,  I  recommend: 

2.  That  a  study  committee  be  formed,  consist- 
ing of  the  youth  directors  from  each  church  and 
pastors.  This  committee's  responsibility  wUl  be  to 
evaluate  the  district  youth  activities  and  report 
back  to  the  76  conference  its  suggestions. 

There  is  no  "generation  gap"  in  Christ.  The 
churcli  should  not  recognize  one,  either.  Older 
teenagers  are,  in  reality,  young  adults.  And,  as 
such,  they  can  matke  a  significant  contribution 
at  every  level  of  'Churoh  Ufe. 

Today's  young  people  readily  accept  change. 
They  are  interested  in  something  real.  They  will 
turn  off  anything  phony.  They  seem  more  ready 
to  give  themselves,  all  their  energy,  and  their 
very  lives  in  the  unconditional  way  demanded  by 
Jesus.  The  church  needs  them  in  its  mainstream, 
and  needs  them  badly.  And  they  need  the  church, 
the  whole  church,  and  the  ministry  of  ALL  its 
members. 

What  you  have  experienced  this  conference  in 
regards  to  program  changes,  is  just  a  gUmpse  of 
what  I  feel  our  district  needs.  We  are  a  scattered 
district  geographically,  but  that  doesn't  mean  we 
have  to  be  far  apart  in  our  love  and  fellowship 
and  concern  for  each  other. 

I  would  like  to  see  more  ilnspirational  activ- 
ities incorporated  into  our  District  Conferences. 
Therefore,  I  recommend: 

3.  That  the  business  of  the  district  be  held 
every  other  year  at  conference  time.  I  believe  if 
we  would  take  the  two  days  of  conference  and  let 
God  move  among  his  people  in  a  mighty  way, 
that  as  our  people  go  back  to  their  churches  fiUed 
with  ithe  Holy  Spirit,  'there  would  be  a  renewal 
among  the  Brethren  Church.  The  business  of  the 
district  can  be  carried  on  by  ithe  Executive  officers 
and  be  related  back  to  the  churches  as  need  be. 
If  a  special  session  needs  to  'be  called,  then  the 
executive  officers  will  do  so. 

We  had  an  excellent  Davenport  Conference  tMs 
year  with  Rev.  Wayne  Hoffman.  Some  of  our 
churches  have  taken  back  ideas  from  this  and 
implemented  them  into  the  congregations,  and 
are  starting  to  see  God's  hand  move  among  them. 

The  great  old  Testament  renewal  text,  II  Chron. 
7:14  announces:  "If  my  people  which  are  called 
by  my  name  will  humble  themselves  and  pray  and 
seek  my  face,  and  turn  from  their  wicked  ways, 
then  'WlU  I  hear  from  heaven  and  will  forgive 
their  sin,  and  will  heal  their  land." 

That's  renewal:  The  activity  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
for  us,  in  us,  among  us,  and  through  us — forgiving 
our  sin,  healing  our  institutions,  cleaning,  setting 
us  newly  apart  for  His  purpose,  sanctifying,  re- 
viving, and  renewing 

Renewal  can  never  be  something  we  are  doing 
to  the  Church.  It  can  only  be  what  He  is  doing  in 
the  church.  For  no  matter  how  alive  and  vital  a 
church  may  become  through  his  doing,  the  very 
moment  we  assume  the  driver's  seat,  take  ithe 
glory  for  ourselves,  or  even  gloat  over  wihat  He 
has  done  in  us,  more  than  who  He  is  among  us, 
in  thie  very  moment  it  becomes  our  doling,  again  is 
the  very  moment  we  need,  again,  the  Holly  Spirit's 
renewing  activity.    Phil.  3:10,  13,  14. 
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STREET  PREACHING  JEWS  REACH 
HALF  MILLION  WITH  TRACTS 

NEW  YORK  CITY  (EP)^Foirty^tlhTee  young 
Jewish  evangelists  sponsored  iby  Jews  for  Jesus 
have  distributed  more  than  475,000  gospel  tracts 
individually  on  the  streets  of  New  York  during 
their  annual  oampaiign  here. 

"We  enco'untered  less  rasisitainoe  this  year  ithan 
last,"  Susan  Peirlman,  direcjtor  of  info,rmation  for 
'the  San  Rafael,  Calif  .abased  training  organization. 

Four  teams  used  street  theater  itechniques  to 
attract  audiences  and  preach  the  goispel.  Drama- 
tized testimonials  were  also  part  of  the  evan- 
gelistic campaign  to  reach  New  Yorkers  on  the 
street. 

"Visitation  i>rQgiraims  don't  work  in  New  York," 
Moishe  Rosen  pototed  out,  explaining  .that  most 
peo.ple  live  behind  doors  with  two  and  three  locks 
on  'them. 

Rosen,  founder^director  of  Jews  for  Jesus,  said 
literature  used  by  the  teams  was  carefully  planned 
in  simple  format  for  the  widest  acceptance.  Each 
testimony  and  each  gesture  was  carefully  re- 
hearsed, he  said,  to  elicit  majcimum  response. 

Jews  for  Jesus  sponsors  the  "Liberated  Women" 
musical  group  and  Jewish  Gospel  dramatic  presen- 
tations around  the  country  lin  addition  to  their 
ongoing  training  proigram  at  San  Rafael. 
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The  Task  Force  on  History  and  Doctrine  of  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education  has  produced  a  new 
paperback  book  for  use  to  new  membership 
classes,  youth  groups,  or  adult  study  igroupis.  It 
is  laid  out  in  an  easy-to-read  format  with  a  leader's 
manual  oontaining  lesson  outlines,  resource  Usts 
and  teaching  suggestions  for  each  chapter. 

Both  the  ibook  and  teaching  manual  are  now 
available  from  the  Board  of  Christian  Education 
office.  The  book  as  priced  at  $2.95;  the  leader's 
manual  is  $1.25. 
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Cover  Photo:  Memorial  C3hapel  with  Library 
in  background  on  campus  of  Ashi'and  College. 
Memorial  Chapel  was  donated  in  1952  by  the 
National  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Brethren  Church.  The  library  was  built  in  1972 
and  is  equipped  for  400,000  volumes,  and  lecture 
rooms. 
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Interesting  Facts  About  The  Bible 

"Contains  3,560,480  letters;  810,697  words, 
31,175  verses. 

The  middle  verse  is  the  8th  of  the  HIS  Psalm. 

The  word  'and'  occurs  46,627  times. 

The  word  'Lord'   occurs  1,855  itimes. 

Ezra,  Chapter  7,  Verse  1,  contains  the  alphabet. 

God  is  not  meinitioned  in  itihe  book  of  Esther." 
Where  did  we  get  these  facts?  Through  a  prisoner 
who  had  enougih  time  to  compute  them. 

from  P.S.B.  Messenger 


The  alcohol  industry  pays  $8  bUlion  a  year  in 
taxes,  according  to  a  recent  estimate.  But,  em- 
ployees who  fail  to  show  up  for  work  because  of 
hangovers  cost  industry  $9  billion,  doctor  bills 
due  to  drinking  are  $8  biUion,  and  car  accidents 
with  liquor  involved  cost  $6.5  bUlion;  a  total  of 
$24  biUion.  Nevertheless,  per  capita  consumption 
of  alcohol  in  the  U.S.  increased  24  percent  in  the 
last  decade.  Washington,  D.C.,  residents  drink 
more  than  anyone  else;  Nevada  is  second.  Arkan- 
sas is  the  "driest"  state. 

from  The  Church  Around  The  World 
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AN   EDITOR'S-EYE    VIEW   OF   AC 


Of  ial  liie  words  that  can  be  found  listed  in  even 
(the  miO'St  expansive  of  diationanies,  one  'that  has 
toeen  used  most  extensively  perhaps  in  the  past 
decade  and  a  half  is  the  word  growth.  It  is  being 
used  in  practically  every  phase  of  our  society; 
Industry,  Housing,  Trade  Markets,  Cities,  recently 
in  our  own  denomination  in  regard  to  the  churc'h 
and  perhaps  most  important  of  all,  in  'the  field  of 
education. 

This  writer  has  in  his  files  a  coipy  of  a  'brochure 
containing  photographs  of  As'hland  College  taken 
from  the  1970  edition  of  PINE  WHISPERS,  the 
college  yearbook.  Glancing  at  the  full  cover  aerial 
photograph  of  the  campus  and  vicinity  recalls 
visions  of  :the  same  campus  when  it  contained 
five  or  six  buildings  beside  the  Memorial  chaj>el 
and  the  legendary  Redwood  Stadium.  Beginning 
with  the  nostalgic  recoUeotion  of  my  first  glimpse 
of  Ashland  College  Campus  and  proceeding  wiiflh 
the  cover  photograph  mentioned  earlier  to  the 
present  view  froom  this  office  located  across  the 
street,  the  growth  of  Ashland  College  has  taken 
tremendous  strides. 

The  growth  has  not  been  primarily  in  the  phy- 
sical structures  on  campus.  It  has  been  exempli- 
fied in  many  areas.  One  of  these  which  may  seem 
to  go  unnoticed  is  the  emphasiis  on  the  importance 
of  the  personal  approach  to  education  which  is 
demonstrated  by  the  theme  of  the  Institution, 
"AC'cent  On  The  Individual".  A  perusal  of  the 
long  list  of  alumni  of  Ashland  Co'llege  reveals  the 
importance  of  sound  knowledge  and  its  role  in 
community  life  in  scattered  areas  of  the  globe. 
It  may  well  be  that  the  tremendous  contribution 
to  sooiety  and  its  welfare  by  select  groups  such  as 
ithese  can  be  attributed  in  part  to  philosophies  such 
ats  i'S  presented  in  the  brodhure:  "We  tend  to  be- 


come what  we  tell  ourselves  we  are:  it  depends 
on  how  we  see  ourselves;  how  we  see  our  world; 
how  we  co-mmunicate  it — participate  in  iit — an-d 
teach  with  it — ^that  wiU  determine  if  there  is  sitUl 
time  to  humanize  the  fuiture." 

In  accord  with  'this  school  of  thought  and  com- 
fortingly so  is  the  recent  action  taken  at  General 
Conference  to  enable  the  administration  of 
Ashland  CoUege  and  the  Brethren  Church  to  parti- 
cipate in  a  co-operative  campus  ministry  program. 

Especially  enlighte'nlng  is  this  announcement 
since  it  will  enable  more  students  to  receive  ex- 
posure to  the  answers  to  problems  that  govern- 
ments with  their  armed  forces  and  political 
shenanigains  have  failed  miserably  to  solve.  The 
exposure  to  a  living  Christ. 

Perhaps  the  most  heartwarming  experience  this 
writer  had  in  his  tenure  as  Bookstore  manager 
was  to  have  students  from  the  college  campus 
come  linto  the  store  and  seek  info'rmation  or  lit- 
erature of  Christian  content.  Unless  one  would 
see  their  zeal  for  learning  more  about  Christ,  one 
does  not  realize  'the  missionary  outreach  that  is  at 
hand  in  what  would  normally  be  considered  just 
another  outlet  for  reading  material. 

It  is  rather  difficult  to  describe  the  sense  of 
gratitude  your  editor  feels  in  having  the  privilege 
to  have  contact  with  members  of  the  administra- 
tion, faculty  and  situdent  body  of  Ashland  College 
as  Editor  of  Publications  and  former  manager 
of  the  Bookstore  for  The  Brethren  PuWishing 
Company. 

The  cover  on  this  issue  of  THE  BRETHREN 
EVANGELIST  eloquently  depicts  what  represents 
a  harmonious  coalition  of  Church  and  education. 
May  such  harmony  be  never-ending.     (G.S.) 
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The  training  of  men  and  womeoi  for  Christian 
growitJh  and  for  a  respomsible  place  in  society  has 
been  a  major  concern  of  the  Krethren  Church 
since  its  founding.  Its  relationship  with  Ashland 
College  has  been  wholesome  and  praduotive.  From 
those  earlier  days  Brethren  have  believed  that  the 
education  of  tiheir  young  leaders  should  be  one  of 
their  particular  responsibilities.  This  concept 
applies  not  only  to  the  training  of  young  people 
for  the  ministry  and  related  fields  but  also  to  their 
training  for  proper  and  effective  service  to  church 
and  society  as  laymen.  People  must  be  adequately 
prepared  to  communicate  their  ideas,  to  know  how 
to  cope  with  problems,  to  appreciate  the  works 
of  igreat  minds  and  to  compete  effectively  in  vo- 
cational life.  When  this  is  done  in  an  atmosphere 
calculated  to  encourage  freedom  of  involvement 
and  the  opportunity  to  make  decisions  along  with 
ithe  chance  for  spiritual  growth  it  is  more  likely 
to  result  in  a  new  appreciation  of  the  worth  and 
message  of  the  Bo^ethren  Churdh.  Aslhland  College 
provides  such  an  environment  for  seniouis  young 
people  in  the  Brethren  Church. 

Interest  and  activity  in  spiritual  growth  have 
increased  on  the  campus  thanks  to  the  support 
by  the  churches  of  the  campus  ministry  program. 
We  at  the  college  lare  grateful  for  this  interest  and 
hope  to  see  it  continue.  Close  cooperation  between 
the  college  and  the  leaders  of  Brethren  boards 
situated  in  Ashland  this  year  will  make  the  campus 
ministry  program  even  more  fruitful. 

But  continued  and  linoreasing  financial  assistance 
to  the  college  academic  program  are  also  seriously 
needed.  Total  enrollment  is  down  and  costs  of 
operation  are  rising.  Inflation,  energy  crises, 
economic  recession  and  costly  regulations  of  state 
and  federal  government  combine  to  increase  these 
ooists. 

Recognizing  its  obligation  to  Brethren  youth, 
Ashland  College  offers  a  special  tuition  igrant  to 
members  of  the  Brethren  Church  who  can  qualify 
as  deserving  students.  This  offer  is  made  in  order 
to  offset  part  of  'the  oojjt  for  Brethren  and  to 
encourage  their  decision  to  seek  their  education 
at  Asliland  College. 

Support  of  the  Educational  Day  Offening  this 
year  will  help  pay  for  these  grants  and  assist  in 
keeping  the  college  program  strong  and  able  to 
serve  as  it  has  in  )the  pasit. 


by  Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton 
President,  Ashland  College 


Ashland  College  is  proud  of  its  Brethren  herit- 
age and  grateful  for  prayerful  cancem  'through  the 
years.  Often  those  times  have  been  cr)itical  and  the 
backing  of  the  church  has  heen  vital.  Throuigh  that 
dedication  the  Seminary  has  developed  into  a  posi- 
tion of  effective  service,  fully  accredited  and  able 
to  perform  its  functions.  Thanks  to  that  generosity 
the  college  has  imaintained  an  enviable  record  of 
scholastic  excellence  equal  to  the  best  among 
similar  colleges. 

Now,  again,  the  times  are  critioal.  The  need  is 
for  generous  suppoipt  of  the  Educational  Day 
Offering  in  October,  1975.  We  ask  for  prayerful 
consideration  of  these  needs  and  for  increased 
giving  this  year.  Your  prayers  and  your  offering 
wiU  help  imeet  tMs  crisis  and  the  resuliting  Iblessing 
will  mean  continued  good  leadership  for  the 
ohuriih  in  the  future. 
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Since  its  founding  in  1878,  Ashland  College  txas 
offered  its  graduates  a  well  structured  li'beral  arts 
education.  Liberal  arts  graduates  are  required  to 
demonsitrate  coimpetence  in  conrmunication  skUls, 
the  sooial  sciences,  natural  sciences,  pMlosoipihy 
and  religion.  Most  imajoirs  also  require  competence 
in  one  foreign  language. 

The  College  increasiingly  recognizes  the  need  to 
proviide  career  orientation  whidh  will  offer  grad- 
uates opportunities  for  eimployment  upon  comple- 
tion of  :tlh.eir  baccalaureate  degrees.  We  are  con- 
stantly looking  for  strong  academic  efforts  (to 
make  us  aittracitive  to  proispecbive  studentis.  In 
recent  years,  many  career-oriented  programs  have 
been  developed  and  a  brief  description  of  some  of 
the  outstanding  thrusts  Is  given  below. 

Radio  and  Television.  Nearly  140  students  cur- 
rently are  einrolled  in  the  radio  and  television 
major.  All  radio  and  television  majors  iparticipaite 
in  an  internship  with  a  radio  or  television  station 
and  our  graduates  are  in  heavy  demand.  Ashland 
College  operates  its  owm  educational  television 
atabion  and  many  of  'the  students  partiicipate  in 
the  technical  end  of  the  station's  operations. 

Speech  and  Hearing-  Therapy.  This  prograjm 
can  aocommoidate  about  twenty  students  in  all. 
Students  take  course  work  enabling  them  ito  either 
teach  or  work  in  clinical  settings.  Facilities  for 
the  pragram  are  excellent  and  all  students  work 
on  an  individual  basis  with  children  and  adult  per- 
sonnel referred  to  the  Speech  and  Hearing  Center. 
The  Center  provides  testing  se-rvices  for  local  in- 
dustry,  isdhooi   districts   and   ajgendies. 

The  English  Language  Institute.  The  Institute 
was  initiated  during  1974-75  'an.d  served  ithirty 
Saudi  Arabian  students  that  first  year.  These 
individuals  were  given  intensive  irasitruotion  and 
lalborato'ry  experiience  in  the  use  of  thie  English 
language.  Upon  completion  of  the  program,  most 
were  enrolled  in  colleges  and  universities  for  their 
four -year  baccalaureate  program.  Several  are  now 
enrolled  at  Ashland  CoUege.  During  1975-76,  stu- 
dents from  Saudi  Arabia,  Kuwait,  Japan,  and 
Venezuela  Will  participate  in  the  Language  In- 
stitute. Persons  from  other  couotries  may  be 
assigned  to  the  Institute  during  the  course  of  the 
current  academic  year. 

The  Center  for  Business  and  Economic  Educa- 
tion. One  of  the  veay  istrong  Asihland  College 
thrusts  is  in  the  area  of  economic  education.  The 
Center  has  been  on  the  Ashland  campus  for  the 
past  eight  years.  Activities  of  the  Center  include 
boith  pre-servioe  land  ta'service  economic  educa- 
tion for  teachers,  management  training  for  In- 
dividuals involved  in  'business  and  indutry,  and 
oppoirtunlties  for  Ashland  College  students  to 
come  in  contaot  with  business  leaders  through 
What  is  called  the  Dialogue  series.  The  DialO'gue 
series  has  brought  over  250  busmess  executives 
to  Ashland  during  the  past  six  years.  During  1975- 


by  Dr.  Donald  B.  Swegan 

Vice  President*  for  College  Relations 

and  Program  Development 

76  it  is  anticipated  that  the  Center  wiU  now  begin 
to  provide  research  and  development  activities 
and  services  for  business  and  industry,  in  aidditiotn 
to  its  regularly  established  programs. 

The  Hotel  and  Restaurant  Management  Pro- 
gram. One  of  the  exalting  new  developnients  on 
the  Ashland  campus  is  the  new  major  in  Hotel 
and  Restaurant  Managemienit.  This  program  is 
being  linitiated  in  the  fall  of  1975  and  ;there  are 
currently  twenty^seven  students  enrolled  in  the 
first  dass.  Hotel  and  Restaurant  Management 
offers  excellent  vooation'al  preparation  and  there 
lis  indication  that  nearly  25,000  jobs  are  available 
annually  for  college-level  personnel  in  this  field 
and  at  the  present  time  only  1200  are  being  pro- 
duced by  the  colleges  and  universities.  A  strong 
Advisory  Council  provides  support  and  assistance 
for  the  Hotel-Resitaurant  Program  and  through 
the  assistance  of  the  Advisoiry  Coimicil  atudents 
win  he  given  opportunities  for  internship  experi- 
ences during  the  summers.  In  addition,  college 
facilities  v/Ql  be  utilized  to  provide  training  oppor- 
tunities for  majors  in  this  program. 

Associate  of  Arts  in  Business  Administration. 
This  program  is  designed  to  offer  a  two-year  asso- 
ciate degree  for  individuals  currently  employed 
in  business  and  industry.  Course  work  iwill  be 
offered  during  evenings  and  on  Saturdays  over  a 
three-year  period  to  complete  the  two-year  degree 
work.  Specially  designed  liberal  arts  work,  as 
well    as    roaniagement-oriented    courses    will    be 
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offered  to  students  in  the  program.  At  the  present 
time  some  thirty  students  are  enrolled  in  the  first 
class  which  begins  in  September,  1975. 

Other  programs  which  are  in  the  planning  s'tage 
include  selective  masters  in  education,  business 
and  theology.  Plans  for  ithe  masters  in  education 
have  been  submitted  to  The  Ohio  Board  of 
Regents.  Pending  the  outcoime  of  the  Regertts' 
analysis  of  our  program,  tentative  plans  call  for 
course  work  to  be  offered  for  the  first  tame  in 
January,  1976.  The  masters  in  business  (MBA) 
m,ay  come  within  a  year's  time. 

One  of  the  major  thrusts  in  our  exploratory 
programming  includes  articulation  with  commun- 
ity colleges  in  our  geographic  area.  Increased 
numbers  of  students  are  attending  community 
colleges  for  the  first  two  years  of  academic  work 
and  are  achieving  associate  degrees.  We  are  look- 
ing at  various  proigrams  in  business,  the  he^alth 
sciences,  etc.,  Which  wHl  provide  opportunities  for 
oomimunity  co'llege  stuidenits  to  'Complete  four-year 


baccalaureate  degrees  with  us.  Approximately  60% 
of  students  receiving  associate  degrees  do  plan  to 
go  on  for  four-year  baccalaureate  programs,  so 
the  potential  in  this  area  is  great. 

A  very  strong  ithrust  is  emerging  in  the  area  of 
continuing  education.  As  increased  number  of  old- 
er individuals  make  plans  to  continue  their  edu- 
cation,Ashland  College  is  developing  both  credit 
and  non-credit  approaches  which  may  be  of  in- 
terest to  these  potential  students.  The  pool  of 
available  17,  18,  19  and  20  year  old  students  is 
declining  gradually,  but  the  number  of  adult  in- 
dividuals is  growing  rapidly.  We  are  looking  at 
ways  in  which  we  can  attract  adults  to  the  campus 
for  course  work,  and  a  number  of  programs  are 
now  in  the  planning  stage.  Possibilities  include 
the  summer  alumni  college,  learning-laboratory 
courses  which  will  feature  work  with  our  music, 
drama,  and  art  professors,  and  special  interest 
courses  Which  will  be  offered  'by  professors  in 
varioixs  academic  disciplines. 


College  Plans 

for  Centenmal  ACcent  Campaign 


For  the  past  eighteen  months  the  College  has 
been  planning  for  an  appropriate  celebration  of 
its  Centennial  Year  in  1978.  A  Steering  Comimittee, 
appointed  by  The  Board  of  Trustees  and  chaired 
by  Seward  Covert,  president  of  Seward  Covert  & 
Associates,  has  finalized  plans  Which  have  been 
approved  by  The  Trustees  to  kick-o'ff  the  Centen- 
nial Campaign  on  November  19,  1975.  This  capital 
fund-raising  drive  will  be  known  as  the  Cemtennial 
ACcent  Campaign  with  a  goal  of  $5.1  miUion  over 
a  three-year  period  to  conclude  on  December  31, 
1978. 

Concurrent  with  the  Centennial  ACcent  Cam- 
paign will  be  The  Ashland  Annual  Fund  which 
seeks  support  for  opetrating  purposes.  Many  of 
the  funds  raised  throug'h  The  AsMand  Annual 
Fund  will  be  designated  for  scholarships  for  cur- 
rent students  and  other  support  is  provided  for 
the  library  and  ongoing  academic  programs. 

The  Centennial  ACcent  Campaign  wiU  have  as 
its  major  objectives  (1)  raising  endowment,  (2) 
bond  retireiment,  (3)  effecting  many  needed  capiital 
improvements  and  (41  naming  of  appropriate 
recognition  units.  These  projects  have  been  desig- 
nated by  faculty  and  administration  and  approved 
by  The  Board  of  Trustees  as  thoise  most  needed 
on  the  Ashland  campus  to  effect  betfler  academic 
programming  and  provide  financial  stability  in 
the  years  ahead. 
Campaign  Goals: 

Building  renovations  &  capital  equip.        $855,000 

Includes  renovation  of  Memoirial 

Chapel,  completion  of  Ronk 

Memorial,  furnishing  of  the 

Campus  Center,  furnishing  of 

residence  halls,  and  remodeling 

of  Andrews  Hall. 
Andrews  Hall  Bond  Retirement  563,000 

Recognition  Units  1,830,000 

To  perpetuate  your  personal 

interest  or  influence,  or  pay 


tribute  to  a  reiative  or  ifiriend. 

Units  are  available  in  the 

Library,  Arts  and  Humanities 

Building,  Physical  Education 

Center  and  Center  for  Business 

and  Economic  Education. 
Endowment  1,852,000 

Provides  self-sustaining  funds 

for  undergirding  operating 

needs.  Endowed  dhairs   ($300,000 

or  more  each).  Program  for 

Business  and  Economic 

Education   ($500,000).  Endowed 

Scholarships  ($20,000  each). 

Unrestricted  endowment  (any 

amounits) 

$5,100,000 
It  is  planned  that  funds  WUI  be  secured  to  reno- 
vate Andrews  Hall  and  to  develop  a  Continuing 
Education  Center  in  that  particular  facility.  Such 
a  Center  would  have  housang  available  and  appro- 
priate class  and  meeting  rooms,  offices  and  other 
facilities  to  provide  very  effective  programs  for 
continuing  education  work  on  the  campus.  The 
present  Center  for  Business  and  Economic  Eidu ca- 
tion WUI  be  included  in.  the  new  Confiiniuing  Educa- 
tion facility. 

The  Centennial  ACcent  Campaign  is  chaired  by 
Trustee  Lou  Groza,  Vice  President  for  Insurance 
Counselors,  Inc,  and  NFL  HaU  of  Famer,  and 
Vice  Chairman  will  be  John  Conrad,  Treasurer  and 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  The  Richland  Brick 
Company.  In  addition,  there  are  seventeien  differ- 
ent Division  Chairmen  who  will  provide  strong 
leadership  in  the  Campaign.  One  of  the  veiry  im- 
portant divisions  wiU  be  The  Brethren  CSiurch  to 
be  directed  by  Thomas  Stoffer,  Vice  Qhatnman  of 
the  Ashland  Board  of  Trustees  and  Reigional 
Claims  Attorney  for  Nationwide  Insurance  Com- 
pany; and  Dr.  Joseph  Shultz,  Vice  President  for 
the  Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 
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The  Churches/ Laymen^ s  Role 


In  Higher  Education — Historically  and  Today 


What  is  the  role  of  the  church  and  its  laymen 
iin  higher  education  historically  and  today?  In 
viiew  of  ithe  proihlems  of  inflation  and  social 
changes,  does  the  church  sitill  have  a  role  in  higher 
education? 

I.  ON  THE  COIjLEGE  LEVEL 

Biblical  Ohristianitty  teaches  that  all  of  creation 
is  of  God.  God  is  God  not  only  of  spiritual  know- 
ledge and  experience  'but  also  of  physical  know- 
ledge and  experience.  The  wthole  point  of  Genesis 
to  Revelation  is  that  God  has  begun  it,  is  sus- 
taining it,  and  will  "wrap  it  all  up".  Upon  this 
basis,  theref'Ore,  the  church  has  always  been  in- 
volved in  the  education  of  its  people  in  the  arts 
and  sciences.  The  dhuirdh  has  taught  that  (the  key 
to  'free  receptive  society  is  Godly  people  using 
knowledge  for  the  good  of  man  and  the  glory  of 
God. 

The  nations  which  have  had  complete  control 
over  university  education  and  its  churches  have 
usually  resiulted  in  "Hitlers".  Christianity,  since 
the  Reformation,  has  practiced  the  principle  that 
its  people  need  higher  education  from  a  Christian 
perspective  to  balance  ithe  secular  perspective  of 
the  state  universities.  The  Brethren  Church  has 
always  held  to  ^he  prinoiple  of  lay  people  prac- 
ticing their  faith  in  their  vo'cations  and  in 
education. 

A  second  major  area  of  minisitry  for  the  ohunch 
in  higher  education  has  been  tin  IJie  life  of  its  stu- 
demts  and  faculty.  Each  new  generaition  of  the 
Church  seeks  higher  education  for  the  answers  to 
life  and  the  world.  'Never  has  there  'been  a  time 
wihen  the  student  population  has  been  more  open 
to  'discovering  the  "meaning  of  Ufe."  The  church 
has  an  inescapable  responsibility  of  providing 
Christian  ministry  to  its  students  on  campus. 

II.  ON  THE  GRADUATE 
THEOLOGICAL  LEVEL 

One  of  (the  first  acts  of  'the  Progressive  Brethren 
'Church  was  "to  establish  the  urgent  need  for  the 
rearuitment  of  'suitable  men  for  itihe  Christian 
ministry  'and  the  provision  for  a  theological  school 
for  the  training  of  'these  perso'ns".  IN  FACT, 
THIS  WAS  THE  FIRST  ESTABLISHED  WORK 
OF  THE  PROGRESSIVE  BRETHREN  CHURCH! 
These  Progressive  Brethren  realized  immiediately 
that  'the  church  of  Christ  would  prosper  only  as 
it  had  men  trained  for  the  Gospel  mindistry. 

The  very  fact  thart:  the  Pro'gresisive  Brethren 
broke  away  from  the  concept  of  "The  Standing 
Committee  and  Ecclesiastical  Govemmenit"  dem- 
onstrated ithetir  understanding  and  in'Sistence  that 
the  New  Testament  Church  was  one  where  the  lay 
people  were  directly  .involved  to  the  organization 
and   ministry    of   the    Church.    The    purpose   for 


by  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Shultz 

Vice  President  for  the  Seminary 


trained  ministry  wias  not  to  create  an  ecclesiastical 
power  'Structure  ibuit  to  ddseiple  the  lay  peo'ple 
that  they  in  turn  might  become  the  "minisiters"  of 
the  church. 

The  Brethren  Church,  in  fact,  has  a  greater 
need  for  higher  educajtion  that  other  "mainiine 
dhurches"  because  laymen  are  at  the  heant  of  its 
organization  and  'ministry.  It  is  'only  as  lay  mem- 
bers of  the  church  'practice  their  faith  in  vocations, 
in  church  government,  and  in  the  ministry  of  the 
Church  that  the  misisiion  of  the  church  can  be 
fulfiilled. 

Recently,  the  Seminary  has  inistituted  a  two-year 
Master  of  Arts  'program  which  is  primarily  for 
non-ordained  persons.  This  program  provides  for 
laymen  of  the  church  Who  want  to  be  involved  in 
Biblical  studies  or  prepare  for  some  form  of 
Christian  ministry. 

The  Educational  'Day  O'fifering  provides  re- 
sources for  the  Churdh  to  fulfill  its  historic  and 
contemporary  place  in  higher  ediuication. 

In  a  time  of  crisis  'in  education  and  the  world, 
the  Church  must  reach  out  in  faith  that  His  will 
'be  ido-ne.  Your  Ohuroh's  gifts  to  E.'D.O.  will  'con- 
tinue 'the  faith  of  the  Program  'Of  the  Brethren 
Church. 
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ORDINATrON    SERVICE 

DAVID  S.  MANNING 


I>avid  S.  Manning  was  bom  October  11,  1931  in 
Manistee,  Michigan  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  B. 
Manning.  He  was  raised  on  a  farm  near  Empiire, 
Michigan.  He  graduated  from  Empire  High  School 
in  1950.  September  18,  1953,  Dave  married  'the 
former  Ruth  Visser.  From  this  union  came  six 
children,  David,  Jr.,  who  has  completed  his  second 
year  of  Bible  College  and  is  a  licensed  minister; 
Karen,  Tim,  Tom,  Dan,  and  Kathy.  Dave  made 
Confession    of    Faith    and    joined    the    Christian 


Reformed    Church    on    April   26,    1953    in    Grand 
Rapids,   Michigan. 

In  the  spring  of  1964,  Dave  and  his  family 
moved  to  the  Wabash,  Indiana,  area  and  began 
attending  the  College  Corner  Brethren  Church, 
which  was  pastored  by  Rev.  Glenn  Grumbling  at 
that  time.  In  September  of  1965,  Dave  and  his 
wife  were  baptized  in  the  Bretrhen  Church.  He 
became  active  in  the  Laymen's  Group  and  Sunday 
School  teaching.  In  the  spring  of  1968,  Dave  felt 
a  call  to  the  Ministry  and  applied  for  Lay  Evan- 
gelist and  began  preaching  in  a  Nursing  Home.  ' 
In  1971,  with  the  encouragement  of  several  pas-  j 
tors,  Dave  became  licensed  in  the  Indiana  District.  : 
He  served  at  Center  Chapel  Brethren  Church  and 
at  Corinth  Brethren  Church  as  'interim  and 
preached  in  several  Brethren  Churches  and  took 
an  active  part  in  starting  a  Lake  Ministry. 

In  the  spring  of  1972,  Dave  sold  his  15  year 
construction  business  and  accepted  a  call  to  the 
Udell  Bretliren  Church  in  Udell,  Iowa,  where  he 
has  been  serving  three  years  as  a  licensee  in  the 
Central  District. 

Dave's  Ordination  Service  was  held  July  25, 
1975  at  7:30  P.M.  in  the  First  Brethren  Ohurcih| 
of  Udell,  Iowa. 

Officiating  elders  at  the  ordination  service  were: 
Rev.  Glenn  Grumbling  of  Waterloo,  Iowa;  Rev. 
Carl  Thomas,  pastor  of  the  Brethren  Church  in 
Cedar  Falls,  Iowa;  and  Rev.  Arthur  TinMe. 


Latest  Postal  Rate  Information  on  Religious  Periodicals 


U.S. .  POSTAL .  PANEL .  GIVES .  PERIODICALS 
LESS  INCREASE  THAN  JUDGE  PROPOSED 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)— The  latest  report 
of  the  Postal  Rate  Commission  means  that  relig- 
ious perioidicals  will  not  be  hit  as  hard  on  their 
second  class  postage  rates  as  the  Commission's 
triaJl  judge  had  earlier  recomimended. 

While  approving  some  increases  for  periodicals, 
the  Commission  has  rejected  a  contention  of  the 
now-retired  judge,  Seymour  Wenner,  that  a  sub- 
stantial shift  of  postal  service  costs  froim  first  to 
(Second  class  was  in  order. 

Technically,  the  commisision's  report,  released 
Aug.  28,  only  made  permanent  the  10-cent  first 
class  rate  that  had  been  in  effect  as  the  temporary 
rate  since  March  1974,  while  also  making  minor 
reductions  for  additional  ounces  of  first  class  mail 
and  past  cards.  The  existing  reduced  rates  for  first 
class  maU  weighing  more  than  a  pound  remain 
the  same. 

However,  making  the  10-cent  rate  permanent 
allows  the  Postal  Service  to  apply  for  a  further 
increase  and  raise  rates  "temporarily  up  to  one- 
third  if  the  PoiStal  Rate  Commission  does  not  act 
within  90  days,  which  it  normally  does  not  do. 
The  isame  i>ercentage  of  temporary  increases,  for 


second  class  mall  can  be  instituted  under  the  same 
process. 

Mr.  Wenner  declared  last  May  >that  first  olasis 
users  were  carrying  some  of  the  costis  of  other 
classes  of  mail  such  as  periodicals,  parcels  and 
advertising  material. 

He  recommended  that  first  class  letters  be 
reduced  to  8V2  cents,  and  that  the  lost  revenue  be 
made  up  by  massive  increases  in  other  categories, 
including  rates  for  periodicals. 

His  reasoning  has  been  hotly  disputed  in  many 
quarters,  including  the  religious  publication  field, 
and  the  Commission  indicated  by  its  report  that 
it,  too,  was  in  disagreement. 

The  Postal  Service  had  ibeen  uncertain  abouit 
whether  it  would  be  able  to  have  the  13-cent  rate 
in  effect  by  Christmas,  and  this  year's  Christmas 
stamps  were  printed  for  the  first  time  without 
a  price. 

Periodicals  also  pay  a  poundage  rate,  divided 
according  to  their  percentages  of  advertising 
matter.  The  currently  ipnojeoted  1987  rates  for 
advertising,  ranging  from  8.3  to  18.2  center  per 
pound,  varying  according  to  zones,  wiUl  go  up  to 
9.6  to  19.6  cents   (vs.  Mr.  Wenner's  21  to  30.9). 

On  non-advertising  matter,  the  increase  nis  from 
5.5  cents  to  6.2  cents  per  pound — the  same  for  aU 
zones   (vs.  Mr.  Wenner's  11.8). 
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ALEXANDER  MACK 


by  Stephen  Swiharf 


The  1700's  in  Germany  were  initiated  by  ex- 
tremely difficult  condii'tions.  War  had  cruelly  torn 
and  ruined  her  economically.  Taxes  were  severe, 
commerce  was  poor,  and  the  peasants  suffered 
a;t  every  front.  Depopulation,  due  to  war,  disease 
and  migration,  was  eminent,  and  civil  rights  were 
void  of  existence.  Cities  were  usually  controlled 
by  a  few  families. 

Three  churches  were  recognized  in  the  empire: 
Roman  Catholic,  Lutheran  and  Reformed.  Al- 
though these  were  the  only  accepted  bodies  of 
faith,  each  individual  ruler  determined  whidh  of 
these  would  be  accepted  in  his  region  of  authority. 
Hence,  Anabaptists  were  firmly  excluded. 

The  morals  of  the  clergy  and  laity  alike  were 
very  low.  Drunkenness  was  not  uncommon;  in 
fact,  conduct  on  the  w'hole  bore  little  relevance  to 
the  standard  for  faith.  Out  of  th^is  depraved  envir- 
onment arose  a  group  of  devoted  men  (from  both 
clergy  and  laity)  called  Pietists.  These  men  sought 
to  study  God's  Word  amd  so  order  their  lives  in 
accordance  with  its  standards.  This  movement 
attempted  to  create  reform  within  the  organized 
Protesitant  church. 

Alexander  Mack  was  born  August  3,  1679,  in 
the  village  of  Schriesheim,  Germany,  in  the 
electorate  of  Palatia.  His  father,  John  Phillip 
Mack  (1636-1706),  was  an  elder  of  the  reformed 
Ohurch,  a  long-time  member  of  the  town  council, 
and  a  mayor  (1690,  1696).  In  the  words  of  Homer 
A.  Kent,  Alexander  "was  a  member  of  a  very 
respectable  family  possessed  with  considerable 
means.  As  a  young  man  he  learned  the  milling 
trade  and  assisted  in  the  care  of  the  numerous 
vineyards  belonging  to  his  family.  He  was  raised 
in  the  Reformed  (or  Presbyterian)  church  and 
'thus  was  educated  in  the  Calvinistic  faith."'  On 
January  18,  1701,  Alexander  married  Anna 
Margret  KUng,  to  whom  were  bom  John  Valentine 
(November  13,  1701)  and  John  ( April  19,  1703) 
in  the  city  of  Schriesheim. 

It  was  late  in  -the  summer  of  1706  that  Mack 
becaime  publicly  connected  with  religious  dis- 
senters. Upon  his  invitation,  the  outstanding 
Pietist  figure,  Ernest  Christopher  Hoohman  von 
Hochenau,  came  to  the  .area  and  held  meetings  in 
Mack's  mill.  Great  numbers  of  local  people  were 
affected  by  their  evangelistic  fervor  before  the 
meetings  were  broken  up  by  military  force. 

Hochman  was  a  Radical  Pieitistic  preacher  of 
the  'best  sort,  and  his  w^ords  readily  attracted  the 
interests  of  Alexander.  In  fact.  Mack  journeyed 
with  Hochman,  holding  evangelistic  meetings  up 
and  down  the  Fthine.  They  saw  eye-to-eye  on  many 
issues  but  finally  separated  from  one  ano-ther  over 
their  distinct  vie^vs  of  church  polity  and  ordin- 
ances. Hochman  felt  churdh  organization  to  be  of 
minor  importance,  but  Mack  took  It  mudh  more 
seriously. 

Mack's  intent  was  to  discover  the  New  Testa- 
ment order  or  pattern  -and  act  accorddngly.  In  this 
pursuit  came  the  posited  views  of  Feetwashdng, 


the    Love    Feast,    trine    immersion,    and    church 
discipline. 

In  addition  to  companions  of  pietistic  back- 
grounds. Mack  also  possessed  the  writings  of 
various  church  Confessions,  Catechisms,  and 
other  CJhristian  Literature.  Each  of  these  doubt- 
less contributed  to  the  formulation  of  his  con- 
victions and  theology. 

ALEXANDER  MOVES.  In  October  of  1706 
Alexander  sold  much  of  his  property  and  left  his 
home,  where  he  had  been  holding  Pietisits'  meet- 
ings. He  and  His  family  seittled  at  Schwarzenau  in 
the  county  of  Wittenstein.  This  was  a  small  vil- 
lage, consisting  of  a  manor  house  for  the  widowed, 
a  mill,  and  a  few  houses.  Its  population,  however, 
grew  quickly  when  it  became  a  center  for  religious 
refugees. 

When  Alexander  moved  to  Schwarzenau,  he 
settled  as  a  wealthy  miller,  but  apjjarently  also 
as  a  charitable  one.  The  records  state  that  he  so 
devoted  all  his  material  goods  to  the  needy  that 
he  eventually  came  to  have  only  enough  bread  to 
la3t  from  one  day  to  the  next. 

A  CHURCH  IS  BEGUN.  Mack  contended  that 
the  Bible  was  "the  only  guide  to  faith  and  'life, 
and  thus  sought  to  develop  a  community  to  repro- 
duce in  faithful  dataU  the  exact  conditions  believed 
to  have  pertained  in  the  primitive  church. "^ 

It  was  in  the  early  morning  in  the  summer  of 
1708  (between  August  and  September)  that  eight 
persons  agreed  tcgeither  to  foUow  their  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  in  baptism  at  Eder  River.  These  persons 
included  tive  men  and  three  women:  George 
Grebe,  Luke  Vetter,  Alexander  Mack,  Andrew 
Boni,  Joihn  ICipping,  Joanna  Nothiger,  Ann 
Margret  Mack  and  Joanna  Kipping.  Alexander, 
who  was  considered  'their  teacher  and  leader,  was 
baptized  by  an  unnamed  person  and  then  he  led 
in  baptizing  the  oither  seven. 

The  Scripture  read  at  this  service  was  Luke 
14:25-33;  a  passage  stiessing  the  mandate  to 
"count  the  cost"  before  embracing  the  Christian 
faith.  The  reason  was  plain.  To  break  from  the 
only  three  accepted  forms  of  faith  meant  to  be- 
come a  heretic,  a  religious  outiaw,  and  subject  to 
legal  action.  It  was  from  this  Scripture  too,  that 
Alexander  Mack  coimposed  the  first  hjTnn  for 
the  newly  found  congregation — the  first  line 
reading,  "Christ  Jesus  says,  'Count  well  the  cost.'  " 
This  hymn  was  sung  for  many  years  at  every 
baptismal  service.  Below  are  the  first  and  last 
stanza's  of  this  thirteen  verse  hymn. 

Christ  Jesus  says,  "count  well  the  cost 

When  you  lay  the  foundation." 

Are  you  resolved,  thougih  all  seem  lost, 

To  risk  your  reputation. 

Your  self,  your  wealth,  for  Christ  'the  Lord 

As  you  now  give  your  solemn  word? 

Up,  sons  of  men!  The  time  is  right 
To  ward  off  Uls  impendinig, 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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For  Christ  Himself  joins  lin  the  light, 

His  righteous  realm  defending. 

To  do  this,  have  the  mind  of  Ohrist. 

His  Word  at  all  times  has  sufficed.  3 
They  spent  the  next  few  years  settling  some 
doctrinal  issues,  oorreating  wrong  views  and  im- 
planting new  truths.  It  was  during  this  period  too, 
th:at  Mack  began  baptizing  converts  and  suffering 
banisihmeot  from  certain  territories.  This  occurre<d 
no  less  than  on  four  occasions.  Nevertheless,  by 
1715  there  was  a  large  church  fellowship  at 
Schovarzenau  and  ofher  lovers  of  the  truth 
elsewhere. 

When  the  noai^resastenit  rvih&r  of  Sdhwiarzemau 
died,  in  1720,  life  became  'intolerable  for  the 
Brethren  there  and  the  whole  body  moved  to  West 
Prieslamd  in  Holland.  In  nine  years  the  exoiitement 
to  come  to  America  was  strong  and  Peter  Becker 
lead  a  group  to  Germantown,  Pennsylvania.  Fol- 
lowing this  moive,  Alexander  Mack  lead  his  fol- 
IcKwers,  numbering  some  126  persons,  on  the  same 
voyage — ^which  lasted  71  days.  Once  in  America, 
(1729)  Mack  joined  Becker,  becoming  the  leader 
of  the  Brethren  church  in  America.  He  held  this 
position  untU  his  death  in  1735  (a  man  of  56 
years). 

THE  WRITINGS  OF  MACK.  Alexander  Mack's 
writings  molude:  (1)  Basic  Questions  (a  series  of 
forty  questions  and  answers  regarding  the  new 


form  of  baptism  and  Ghurdh  fellowishlp  he  lieaded) , 
(2)  Brief  and  Simple  Exposition  of  the  Outward 
but   Yet    Sacred    Big'hts   and   Ordinances   of   the 

House  of  God  (a  father  and  son  discourse  involving 
ihis  major  theological  convictions),  and  (3)  a  tract 
counteracting  the  Sabbatarian  views  of  Conrad 
Beissel.  This  work  is  not  in  existence  today. 

1  Homer  A.  Kent,  "The  Life  and  Work  of  Alexander  Mack,' 
Brethren  Life  and  Thought  Vol.  XIX,  No.  1,  p.  37. 

2  Jerald    C.     Bauer,    ed.,    The    Westminster    Dictionary    of 
Church   History  (Philadelphia:   The  Westminster  Press,    1971),   p.   131. 

3  Homer  A.  Kent,  Brethren  Life  and  Thought,  p.  41.  i 


Steve  Sivihart  formerly  held  a  student 
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He  is  presently  conducting  Home  Bible 
Studies  and  is  the  editor  of  a,  new  month- 
/,//  publication,  "Handbook  for  Christian 
Discipleship". 


News  of  The  Brethren 

Takes  Fo.sf  at  Medical  School 


John  O.  Lindower,  M.D.,  Ph.D.,  son  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  (Ida)  L.  E.  Lindower  of  AsMand,  Oihio  has 
been  named  professor  and  chairman  of  the  Dei>ai-t- 
ment  of  Pharmaooloigy  at  Wrujgiht  Sitate  University 
Sdhool  of  Medicine  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Dr.  Lindower,  46,  foirmerly  was  an  associiate 
professor  in  the  Department  of  Pharmacolotgy  at 
the  Ohio  State  University  College  of  Medicine. 
He  began  his  new  duties  July  1. 

Dr.  Lindower  is  a  native  of  AsWand,  Ohio  and 
received  his  A.B.  Degree  from  Asihland  College. 
His  M.D.  degree  was  earned  at  OWo  State  as  was 
his  Doctor  of  Philosopihy  degree  in  cardiovascular 
pharmaooloigy. 

His  primary  concern  at  the  School  of  Medicine 
win  be  to  recruit  faculty  for  his  department  and 
help  develop  the  School  of  Medicine  curriculum. 
Dr.  Lindower's  basic  research  has  been  specdficailly 


in  the  area  of  the  fine  struature  response  of  the 
heart  and  brain  to  drugs. 

He  served  as  a  rotating  intern  and  assistant 
surgical  resident  at  the  Miami  Valley  Hoispital  in 
Dayton.  He  also  served  as  a  general  medical  officer 
to  the  U.S.  Army  and  practiced  medicine  in  a  fam- 
ily practice  group  in  Vandalia  prior  to  his  return 
to  a  post-dootoral  fellowship  at  Ohio  State. 

His  father.  Dr.  Leslie  E.  Lindower  formerly  held 
various  pastorates  in  the  Brethren  Denomination 
and  served  on  the  staff  at  AsMand  College  in 
faculty  and  administrative  positions. 

Mrs.  (Ida)  Lindower  was  a  teacher  to  the  Dng- 
lish  Department  of  Ashlanid  College  and  is 
presently  the  author  of  the  Women's  Lab 
series  of  articles  published  to  the  BRETHREN 
EVANGELIST. 


EPTEMBER 


September  30,  1975 


Page  Eleven 


TO  THE 

DITOH 


TO  SUBSIDIZE  OR  NOT 

The  wctfid  subsidy  has  become  a  hiousehoild  word 
in  our  modem  life.  Everyone  has  been  affected 
by  isubsidies  in  ime  way  or  anoitiher.  Subsidies  have 
been  'going  on  in  our  govemmeint  for  years.  It 
started  by  the  kUling  of  pigs  to  force  a  higher 
miarket  price  and  'tlhe  dumping  of  patafoes  to  rot 
for  the  same  reason.  This  was  followed  by  taking 
tax  >money  and  paying  people  to  let  itheir  (land  re- 
main idle  in  order  to  create  a  scaraiity  and  force 
prices  up,  and  un.  and  on. 

In  all  of  this  manipiulating  there  lis  one  lesson 
we  have  leaimed  above  aU  others,  or  ishould  have, 
and  that  is,  there  is  no  fair  or  equitable  way  to 
administer  subsidies.  It  cannot  be  done.  That  whidh 
benefits  one  group  works  a  hardshiip  on  another. 

The  idea  of  subsidy  (has  now  invaded  the 
Dretihren  Ohurch.  Ttoere  is  pending  before  Confer- 
ence a  propoisal  to  subsidize  the  travel  expense  of 
delegiates  coming  from  a  great  distance.  In  order 
to  implement  this  proposal,  an  increase  of  delegate 
fee  from  $1.00  to  $5.00  is  proposed.  Before  this 
can  be  done  the  Manual  of  Procedure  has  to  be 
changed.  To  change  the  Manual  of  Procedure 
a  proposal  'has  to  be  referred  to  the  Rules  and 
Organization  Committee  and  then  reported  back 
to  ithe  Conference  at  a  later  session  for  final 
approval  or  rejection.  As  ifihis  proposal  was  pre- 
sented at  the  last  session  of  Conference  it  could 
not  ibe  reported  back  at  a  later  session  until  next 
Coinference. 

There  were  m^any  Who  were  williing  to  adjourn 
Conference  for  a  few  minutes  and  then  reconvene 
lin  order  to  bring  this  ipro'posai  to  a  vote.  To  even 
coinitemplate  suCh  an  actiion  is  friighitenjing  indeed, 
that  people  ^are  williiog  to  resort  to  sudh  a  measure 
in  order  to  facilitate  somethinig  .they  consider 
good.  The  Rules  'and  Ongamization  Committee  is 
to  ibe  commended  for  not  allowing  ithis  to  take 
place. 


That  it  ooiSts  delegates  from  our  far  flung  dis- 
tricts more  than  it  does  those  from  disitriets  closer 
to  Ashland  there  is  no  doubt.  No't  .many  people 
feel  they  can  stand  their  own  expenses  and  come 
from  these  districts  to  act  as  delegates.  It  has 
been  the  practice  of  many  of  our  churches  to  issue 
credentials  to  peopie  wiho  were  planning  on  attend- 
ing Conference  at  their  own  expanse.  Then  send 
the  remaining  credentials  with  the  pastor  to  give 
out  to  anyone  who  mig;ht  show  up.  The  Churche'S 
seemingly  do  not  realize  that  their  delegates  are 
representing  them  at  Conference  and  that  they 
have  a  responsibility  to  meet  the  expense  of  ithelr 
delegates.  Some  churches  are  now  doing  th'Ls,  at 
least  partially,  but  many  are  not.  This  is  the  only 
fair  and  equitable  way  to  finance  delegates. 

By  subsidizing,  we  would  be  taking  from  one 
to  pay  for  another,  whidh  would  work  a  hardship 
on  many.  Besides  this,  we  would  be  faced  with  the 
quesition  of  who  is  to  receive  and  wiho  is  not.  That 
is,  What  distance  from  Ashiand  must  deiegates  be 
to  be  eligible  to  receive  a  suibsidy?  This  would  be 
a  constant  source  of  hard  feelings,  iscmetihing  we 
do  not  need. 

Also,  we  have  'been  proud  of  ooxr  congregational 
rule  in  our  denomination.  Any  assessment  author- 
ized by  Conference  is  really  not  hiiniding  on  the 
individual  churah.  Tliey  have  the  right  to  accept 
or  reject.  No  force  is  used  or  can  be  used  to  force 
payment. 

The  proposed  credential  fee  to  subsidize  distant 
delegates  woiuld  not  fit  the  above  category.  Per- 
haps the  Manual  of  Procedure  does  not  specifically 
say  so,  but  the  practice  has  been  for  many  years, 
a  delegate  is  not  seated  until  his  credential  is 
properly  signed  and  his  delegate  fee  paid.  If  this 
same  procedure  is  foUowed  under  tlhe  new  pro- 
posed subsidy,  no  delegate  would  be  seated  unless 
he  had  paid  the  increased  fee  of  $4.00  to  sub- 
sidize other  delegates.  In  other  words,  the  various 
Ohurclies  would  be  penalize'd  by  not  having  their 
delegates  seated  ixnless  they  paid  their  $4.00  sub- 
sidy. Tihis  would  be  using  a  form  of  force  to 
collect.  If  churches  did  not  pay  their  subsidy,  ithey 
would  not  have  their  delegates  seated.  This  runs 
counter  to  congregational  rule. 

Instead  of  subsidizing,  why  not  encourage  each 
church  to  assume  the  financing  of  their  owrn  dele- 
gates? Central  Council  could  be  instrumenital  in 
doing  Dhiis  by  wriitinig  to  Pastors,  Moderators, 
Clerks,  and  Treasurers  <at  the  various  dhturches 
encouraging  them  to  assume  this  responsibility. 
Clarence  R.  Kindley,  Pas.tor 
Corinth  Brethren  Ohurch 


We  appreciate  Rev.  Kindley  taking  the 
time  to  express  his  views  on  this  subject  and 
suggest  that  any  opinions  pro  or  con  from- 
members  throughout  the  denomination  be 
sent  in.  care  of  the  Editor  of  Publications. 
(Editor's  note) 
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WORLD  RELIEF  REPORT 


by  Phil  Lersch,  Chairman 
Brethren  World  Relief  Board 


GWEN'S  DIARY  OF  ESCAPE 
(Part  I) 


Mrs.  "Gwen"  Klhang,  wthom  John  and  I  met  at 
the  Hoa  Khanh  Chiildren's  Hospital  near  Dananig, 
South  Vietnam,  in  1972,  was  miraculously  kept 
one  jump  ahead  of  the  Communists  last  Spring 
during  Cheir  takeover.  As  she  says,  "When  <the 
Lord  oipens  a  door  no  iman  can  shut  it."  And  she 
gives  Him  all  the  credit  for  getting  her  safely 
out  of  Danang — ^to  Saigon — ^and  eveinitually  to  the 
United  States. 

Gwen  was  head  nurse  at  'the  Children's  Hospital 
(operated  by  the  World  Relief  Comimission)  as 
well  as  plastic^surgery  paramedic  with  unusual 
success  with  bum  patients.  A  ministry  she  had 
been  a  part  of  since  1965. 

Her  harrowing  escape  experiences  'lasted  almosit 
five  weeks,  but  they  were  etched  so  deeply  in  her 
memory  that  she  doesn't  need  notes  to  recall  the 
events,  dates  or  time  of  day.  These  descriptiO'Tis 
are  excerpted  from  a  longer  report  prepared  by 
Mrs.  Everett  (Ullia.n)  Graff  am  oif  the  WRC  staff. 

Saturday,  March  22,  1975:  Dr.  Robert  Long, 
hospital  medical  director,  announced  that  the 
American  staff  would  have  to  leave.  Gwen  was 
glad  because  she  had  been  so  worried  about  them 
with  Viet  Cong  living  right  behind  the  hosipital 


compound.    She  was   very   concerned,   hut  had  a 
real  God-given  peace. 

The  staff  was  frigihtened  of  a  Comimunisit  (take- 
over, but  Gwen  decided  she  would  stick  with  'the 
hospital  no  matter  who  was  running  it.  She  and 
her  staff  were  memorizing  whole  chapters  of 
Scripture  to  keep  in  their  hearts  if  fhe  Commun- 
ists took  away  (their  Bibles.  She  expressed,  "I 
rrally  swallowed  the  Word  of  God  for  myself  . 
eajOh  day  trying  to  memorize  ten  verses." 

They  started  to  evacuate  90  patients  on  this  day 
(too,  althoug'h  others  were  left  for  further  'treait- 
ment  or  were  too  weak  to  move. 

Sunday,  March  23:  Gwen  advised  >the  VN  staff 
to  oo'me  to  a  mee'ting  the  next  morning.  They  were 
worried  as  to  what  this  meant  and  she  comforted 
them. 

Monday ,March  24:  Dr.  Long  met  with  the  staff, 
announcing  that  the  Americans  would  have  to 
leave,  expressing  deep  love  for  each  staff  member, 
and  arranging  for  severance  pay.  He  encouraged 
the  Christians  anid  invited  the  non-Christians  to 
accept  Jesus  and  the  peace  that  only  He  could 
give  in  those  circumstances.  Eleven  perso(ns  re- 
sponded, causing  rejoicing — ^along  with  the  bap- 
tism of  five  nursees  just  a  week  before  Danang 
fell.  Because  of  the  great  love  between  'the  Ameri- 
cans and  Vietnamese  staff,  there  was  much 
sobbing  and  grief  during  'the  singing  of  "God  Be 
With  You." 

Tuesday,  March  25:  The  last  of  the  Americans 
left;  five  days  later  Danang  fell.  God's  timing  of 
our  departure  wias  perfect — not  too  soon  aind  not 
too  late." 

Wednesday,  March  26:  The  U.S.  Embassy  in 
Danang  said  (the  hospital  had  to  be  evacuated  and 
closed  that  day.  Gwen  was  'Shocked,  for  the  ^taM 
felt  that  even  though  the  Cornmunisits  'were  not 
far  away  there  would  be  some  kind  of  peace  talks 
and  'the  war  would  end  and  life  would  go  on  as 
usual.  They  didn't  expect  the  (total  military  col- 
lapse. Now  (She  can  see  'that  (the  closing  was  God's 
way  of  takin'g  good  care  of  ithem  all,  but  "at  the 
time  it  hurt  me  so  (miuch." 

Thursday,  March  27:  Dr.  Long  and  (family  left 
Saigon  and  arrived  in  New  York  'on  SajturdJay  in 
time  to  attend  Easter  Sunday  services. 

Gwen  tried  to  do  aU  'things  necessary  to  close 
the  (hospital,  even  appearing  to  'the  District  Chief 
in  Danang  to  send  special  iguards  for  the  25  per- 
'sons  sitiU  there  and  fhe  'buildings  with  their  val- 
uable contents.  She  expected  to  retum  so  she 
didn't  rem'ove  any  i>ersanal  belongings. 
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The  road  to  Danang  was  jammed  wi'th  panickinig 
refugees.  But  Gwen  was  at  peace  because  She 
didn't  expect  to  be  goiing  anyw'here;  She  bad  al- 
ready advised  WRC  that  'She  was  staying  ait  the 
ihospital.  But  when  she  got  to  her  home  she 
learned  that  her  family  had  already  headed  for 
the  river  to  try  to  board  one  of  the  last  boats  to 
depart.  How  would  she  ever  find  them  along  the 
long  river-front?  (John  and  I  sat  along  that  long 
water-way  just  3  years  ago  and  I  can  still  picture 
it  clearly).  Only  by  meeting  a  nurse- friend  who 
knew  where  her  family  was,  was  Gwen  able  to 
locate  tihem. 

Gwen  wanted  to  return  to  (the  hosipdital  to  get  her 


things,  but  her  husband  said,  "No!"  So  she  decided 
it  was  necessary  to  cast  her  lot  with  her  family 
( 11  people  —  husband,  mother,  4  children,  4 
cousins ) . 

Only  one  Ship  was  yet  available  to  escape  from 
Danang,  a  cargo  ship  already  so  crowded  it  was 
tipping  badly.  The  harbor  police  had  to  use  high- 
pressure  water  hoses  to  drive  the  people  back. 
Gwen  said:  "This  hurt!"  It  was  9:30  p.m.  before 
Gwen  and  her  family  came  aboard  by  ropes  and 
footholds,  being  hoisted  like  so  much  cargo.  They 
were  directed  into  the  dark  hold  where  there  was 
only  room  to  stand  or  sit. 

(Concluded  in  next  issue) 


Dr.  Graffam  Recovering 


Dr.  Everett  Graffam,  Executive  Vice-President 
of  ithe  World  Relief  Coanmission,  had  just  settled 
in  an  Sunday,  July  20th,  for  a  week  of  much  need- 
ed vacation  with  his  wife  and  family  in  an  Ocean 
City,   New  Jersey,   ocittage. 

But  by  Tuesday  morning,  as  he  graphically  re- 
parts,  "I  found  myssif  able  to  defy  the  laws  of 
gravity  by  walking  up  the  walls  and  across  the 
ceiling  of  my  ro'om  wiifliout  the  aid  of  suction 
cups  or  shoes.  Two  visits  to  a  nearby  clinic  gave 
■only  temporary  relief  as  fiery  recurring  spasms 
-of  ipain  defied  every  attempt  to  quiet  them."  By 
Tuesday  afternoon  it  was  necessary  to  transport 
him  via  the  Ocean  City  Rescue  Squad  ambulance 
to  the  hospital  near  his  Valley  Forge,  Pennsylvania, 
home. 

Serious  surgery  was  performed  on  July  28th, 
foUowinig  a  week  of  diagnostic  tests  and  reduatiion 
of  'the  severity  of  pain  and  the  infection  (which 
made  the  surgery  less  dangerous).  I  say  "serious" 
because  the  surgeon  re-ported,  "Never  in  my 
career  have  I  ever  seen  such  a  gangrenous  gall 
bladder  and  accumulation  of  stones."  Adjacent 
'blood  vessels  and  the  diaphragm  and  lungs  were 
also  affected.  AH  'this,  even  thougth  there  was  not 
■the  iSlightest  ^hirat  of  'any  of  these  problems  during 
Dr.   Graffam's  recent  physical  exam. 

All  went  well  w:iflh  the  surgery,  the  Lord  blessed 
and  strengthened,  and  our  friend  Everett  is 
making  good  pro'gre'ss  in  recovery — even  to  the 
point  wihere  he  ladmiits  that  the  'two  weeks  of 
intravenous  feedings  were  much  better  than  'the 


thought  of  sea  food  and  fried  pork  chops  which 
he  had  been  initially  anticipating  in  late  July. 
However,  further  corrective  surgery  is  also 
scheduled  soon. 

Graffam  thankfully  reports  that  the  Lord  has 
given  him  complete  peace  and  acquiescence  to  His 
will  throughout  the  whole  ordeal.  But  he  did 
experience  drastic  changes  in  'his  concepts  and 
concerns  in  the  hospital,  as  ■we  can  well  under- 
stand. He  writes:  "I  had  been  deeply  concerned 
for  the  Lord's  guidance  and  'help  lin  acquiring  the 
necessary  funds  for  the  on-going  proigram  of 
WRC.  The  great  power  of  God  that  I  was  depend- 
ing on  for  these  major  needs  was  now  called  upon 
for  such  personal  things  as  'Lord,  give  me  strength 
to  just  reach  that  iron  bar  so  to  have  something 
to  squeeze  to  ease  my  pain.'  The  accumulation  of 
gas  in  my  chest  was  accompanied  by  indescribable 
pain.  My  prayer  was:  'Lord,  yo'U  are  the  God  of 
the  universe,  please  help  me  burp.'  Another  time 
I  asked  Him  for  a  few  drops  of  water  to  quench 
my  burnin'g  thirst." 

I  Share  these  things  with  you  so  that  we  all 
might  feel  personally  close  to  this  man,  who  has 
meant  so  much  to  us  Brethren  in  our  World  Relief 
efforts,  in  his  times  of  need.  Continue  to  pray  for 
'him  as  he  regains  his  health. 

On  August  11th,  he  'took  the  'time  to  joit  a  per- 
sonal note  to  us  at  the  end  of  his  report-letter: 
"Hope  yO'U  have  a  wonderful  conference.  I  think 
of  you  many  times  and  thank  God  for  yo'ur  great 
help." 


Soup  Supper  Report- 


The  Tenth  Annual  SOUP  SUPPER  FOR 
WORLD  RELIEF  at  General  Conference  involved 
more  people  than  ever  ibefore  (238  atten'ding)  and 
raised  more  money  ($293).  This  brings  Che  10-year 
totals  to: 

2,055  total  attendance 
$2,332  raised  by  this  m.eans. 
We  also  realized  at  Conferenice  'that  O'Ur  World 


Relief  giving  is  up  tremendously.  The  total  given 
in  1974  was  about  $16,000.  But  you  Brethren  have 
already  given  over  $22,000  in  the  first  7  months 

'Oif  1975. 

Thanks  be  to  God,  and  to  you  "g'ivers,"  for  these 
good  repo'rts.  The  Lo'rd  wUl  continue  to  bless  and 
use  us  as  we  express  compassiion  for  others  in 
definite  terms  that  produce  resailts. 
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History  of  The  St.  Luke 
Brethren  Church 


The  community  of  faiitih  at  St.  Luke  had  its 
beginndngs  back  'before  1870.  It  grew  ouit  of  sev- 
eral movements.  Perhaps  the  most  pirominemt  o^f 
these  was  that  irelated  to  the  German  Baptist 
Brethren  Ohurch.  This  group  met  at  the  Old  Oak 
Grove  Meetinigihoiuse.  But  as  the  members  of  the 
congregation  slowly  recovered  from  the  devasta- 
tion of  the  Civil  War,  it  became  evidenit  that 
the  need  existed  for  a  moire  centrally  located 
meetinig'house. 

The  Oak  Grove  Ohurdh  Council  of  May  12,  1877, 
appoiinited  a  Building  Ooimmittee  headed  by  elders 
Jones  Wakeman  and  Samuel  Shaver  "to  earect  a 
new  church  house  at  Copp's  School  Hoiuse  aoiid  to 
sell  the  Old  House."  At  a  Ohurdh  Council  of 
February  23,1878,  the  Building  Coimmtiittee  reiported 
that  the  new  meetinghouse  had  cost  $1500,  nine 
hundred  dollars  of  which  had  already  been  paid. 
This  new  meetingihouse  was  named  Valley  Pike. 

Oither  preaching  points  in  the  Woodstoick  Con- 
gregation of  German  Baptist  Btraferen  was  Estab- 
lislhed  at  St.  Luke,  west  of  Woodsitock,  where  a 
MEETINGHOUSE  WAS  BUILT  BEFORE  1870, 
at  Powell's  Font,  at  Anitiodh,  and  at  Columbia  Fur- 
nace, where  the  Wisslers,  'iron  makers  at  that 
place,  erected  a  meetingihouse  as  a  free  cihuirdh  in 
1854.  The  latter  three  con'tinue  as  Churches  of 
the  Brethren. 

The  leadership  of  the  German  Baptisit  Brethren 
Oangregations  resided  primarily  in  the  hands  of 
the  Shavers.  At  least  two  of  iGeiorge  Shaver's  sons 
became  minisiters  in  the  Ohurch  of  the  Brethren. 
The  oldest,  Samuel,  succeeded  his  father  as  elder 
of  the  Woodsitock  congregation  .after  the  latter's 
death  in  1881.  The  youngest  son,  E.  B.  went  with 
the  Progressive  Group  in  1884.  He  led  thirty-three 


Brethren  to  organize  ithe  Progressive  Brethren 
Ohurch  in  the  area. 

In  1887  they  'built  a  church  in  Maurertown, 
Which  he  served  las  paator  for  37  years.  Thus  both 
branches,  the  Churcih  of  th'e  Brethren  and  the 
Progressive  Brethren,  built  stroing  oongregations 
in  the  Woodstock  area.  Severail  me'Stingihouses 
have  been  used  jointly  by  the  itwo  groups  includ- 
ing Round  HiH,  Liberty  and  St.  Luke. 

Another  movemenit  lin  ithe  history  of  the  St.  Luke 
congregation  took  place  in  about  1879.  At  thiis 
time  St.  Luke  was  a  UNION  COURCH  composed 
of  three  conigregations.  They  were:  The  Refommed, 
the  Dunkard  and  the  Brethren  Church. 

The  dhurch  building  was  built  before  1870.  The 
building  was  buUit  on  land  bordered  by  state  road 
623  and  605.  No  record  has  been  found  to  relate 
the  cost  of  the  oriiginal  church  building. 

Soime  of  the  people  linvoived  in  the  actual  con- 
struction were:  George  Fravel,  John  Henry 
Wisman,  P.  W.  Wisman.  It  is  believed  that  Joseph 
Hollar  laid  the  stone  foundation  wail  for  the 
Church  and  that  Alfred  Kdlbleir  and  Patrick  Racey 
built  the  ohimney. 

Financial,  member'shap  and  ibu'Siiness  meeting 
records  exist.  These  are  not  oomiplete  but  do  go 
back  as  far  as  January  14,  1893.  No  douibt  the 
names  of  the  Charter  Memlbers  of  this  chundh  will 
be  found  in  these  books.  Yet  no  specific  list  of 
Charter  Members  is  to  be  found. 

As  the  years  passed  the  Refonmed  and  Dunkard 
Members  (Dunkard  was  a  nickname  for  Old  Order 
Brethren)  of  this  Union  Ohurch  left  St.  Luke  and 
moved  to  Calvary.  They  are  now  established  ithere 
and  maintain  their  own  Chuirdh  prO'j>erties.  Only 
the  Brethren  people  remained  here  at  St.  Luke. 


Trustees  and  Moderator:     James  Racey, 

Carl  Cook,  Garrett  Shipp, 

Harry  Hancock 
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It  would  appear  tlhait  the  Breftthren  people  here 
were  members  oi  the  body  of  believers  known  as 
the  German  Baptist  Brethren  Church  mentioned 
above.  This  group  experienced  some  intecrnal  dif- 
ferences lin  1882. 

These  resulted  in  the  formajtion  of  three  new 
denominations:  The  Old  Order  (Dunkard),  the 
Progressive  (Brethren  Church,  and  the  Moder- 
ates (Church  of  the  Brethren).  All  three  denom- 
linations  still  exist. 

The  Brethren  continue  ithe  iministry  here  whldh 
has  begun  in  the  1870's.  On  August  8,  1964  they 
were  -granted  the  deed  to  the  ohuirdh  properties 
here  thirougih  the  leadership  of  Pastor  Lam  and 
Elwood  Dysart.  Pastor  Lam  exerted  crucial  lead- 
ership at  this  point  in  our  history.  He  challenged 
us  to  build  and  grow  and  convinced  us  that  we 
could.  Over  -the  years  Improvements  and  additions 
have  been  made  to  the  building  hare. 

Some  of  the  people  wiho  held  offices  here  are 
on  record  as  are  some  of  the  dates  of  their  service. 
This  list  is  incomplete  but  we  include  wihajt  we 
have.  Chainman — 1892,  P.  W.  Wisman;  Secretary 
—  Samuel  Havrashell  —  1892-1902;  Treasurer  — 
Harry  Haun.  1902 — Chairman — John  Riffey;  Sec- 
retary— P.  W.  Wisman.  1926 — Se-cretary  and  Treas- 
urer— Mrs.  A.  J.  Rittenour.  In  -more  recent  years 
the  following  people  have  served:  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  —  Mary  Coffman;  1945-1962  —  Elbert 
Racey:  July  1,  1962  till  July  15,  1973— Irene  Way- 
brig'ht;  July  15,  1973  and  currently:  Treasurer — 
Irene  Waybright:  Secretary — Hilda  Racey.  The 
Moderators  imost  recently  have  been  Harry  Han- 
cock and  James  Racey. 


Deacon  Board:     Harry  Riffey,  Ruth 
Racey,  Wilbur  Riffey 

The  following  Deacons  and  Deaoonnesses  have 
served  or  are  serving  this  congregation.  During 
the  Union  Church  period :  Joseph  Gochenour,  Jacob 
Gochenour  and  John  Bowman.  Others:  G.  Harry 
Haun,  John  Riffey,  Carrie  Riffey,  Elbert  Racey. 
CURRENT:  Ruth  Racey,  Hairry  Riffey,  Zeiia 
Riffey  -and  W'lbur  Riffey. 

Other  litems  of  intetresrt:  'include  the  fact  that 
John  H.  Wiisman  made  the  benches  used  in  the 
ChuTch  for  many  years.  The  Vann  twins  fro'm 
Maurertown  made  the  pulpit  now  in  use.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  Dr.  John  Locke  preached  his  first 
sermon  in  the  St.  Luke  Breithren  Church.  Reverend 
Lawrence  Helsley  preached  this  second  sermon 
ever,  here  in  1919.  Elder  P.  W.  Wisman  baptized 
Rev.  Lawrence  Helsley  in  1912  at  the  Mill  Dam  one 
mile  from  Columbia  Furnace  at  Stoney  Creek. 


This  St.  Luke  Church  has  teen  served  over  -the 
years  by  many  fine  pastoral  families.  They  include 
the  following: 

1879 — George  Shaver 
1893 — Emmanuel  Shaver 
1895— W.  M.  Wisman 
Pastor  Mowery 
1901-1926— P.  W.  Wisman 
Pastor  Mowery 
1919-1954 — ^Pastor  Lawrence  Helsley 

1  Sunday  per  month 
1919-1921— C.  R.  Koontz 
1926-1929— G  W.  Chambers 
1930-1956— John  W.  Dodson 
1940-1944— Walter  Burner,  Ernst  MiHer 
1954-1966— Fells  Lam 
1966-1972— Glenn  Shank 
1973-        —Kent  Bennett 

Some  of  the  Revival  Speakers  or  Evangeliste,  to 
conduct  meetings  here  were: 

1909— Pastor  E.  B.  Shaver 

1923    Lawrence  Helsley 

1924— Rev.  Emma  E.  Aboirrd 

1925 — ^Rev.  Lawrence  Helsley 

1927— Rev.  G.  W.  Chambers 

1932— Rev.  E.  J.  Rohart 

1940 — Joint  Meeting;  Rev.  Dodson, 

Rev.  Helsley 
1947— Dr.  John  Locke   (Also:  1948, 

1949,  1951,  1952-53,  '1955-56,  1963) 
1960 — ^Pastor  Robert  Hoffman 
1965-1966— Pastor  Wilbur  Thomas 
1967-1972— Pastor  Gle-nn  Shank 
1968— Rev.  "Happy"  Bobbitt  (1970-72) 
1969— Pastor  Robert  Keplinger  1969-71 
1969— Pastor  MarUn  McCann  1969-71 
1973— Pastor  Keith  Bennett 
1974 — Pastor  Kent  Bennett 

Other  speakers  —  Ralph  Burner,  Larry  Cook, 
Hardy  Lutz,  Fred  Mauck. 


Pastoral  family:     Juliana,  Pastor 
Bennett,  Jeffrey,  Donna  and  Jon 
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6YC  Convention  Resume' 


Well,  Natioinal  BYC  Convention  is  over  for 
anotiher  year!  Were  you  one  of  the  160  registered 
youth  who  attended?  If  you  weren't  then  I  feel 
sorry  for  you.  It  was  one  of  tlhe  best  Convenitiions 
we've  ever  had! ! 

Some  of  the  highlights  included: 

1.  A  sharing  time  where  program  ideias,  activ- 
ities, project  ideas  and  promotion  tips  were  ex- 
plained to  the  group. 

2.  Dr.  Oharles  Munson  led  ithe  adult  Conference 
and  the  youth  Oonventioin  in  the  best  Bible  Study 
on  I  Thessalonians.  We  laugbed  a  lot  at  liis  sick 
Begonia  (a  flower)  but  more  importantly  we  each 
gat  ihis  point — "Until  the  man  in  the  seat  is  the 
man  in  the  sitreet,  the  church  will  never  grow." 
Where  are  you  ?  In  the  seat  or  the  street  ?  ? 

3.  In  our  "Let's  Grow"  session,  Dr.  Win  Am, 
church  growth  specialist,  came  and  began  to  intro- 
duce our  miinds  to  church  growth  concepts  and 
■Where  youth  fit  in. 

4.  Two  evenings  we  had  lafter  isession  sipecial 
programs.  Crusader  Review  and  a  Sing  Alonig. 
These  were  really  great!  We  got  to  hear  experi- 
ences from  each  team,  see  some  slides  from  itheir 
summer's  work,  sing  along  on  some  new  songs 
and  were  challenged  with  the  musiical,  "Go  TeU 
Your  World." 

5.  Saturday  nig'ht  and  Sunday  morning  lare  al- 
ways special.  Coimmuniion  was  the  Spiritual  high 
point  of  the  Whole  :week!  The  Spirit  led  uis  )in  a 
very  inspirational  sharing  time  one  with  the  other. 
"Share",  a  musical  sung  by  New  Creaitton,  ended 
our  week  by  challenging  us  to  share  the  gospel 
with  everyone. 

NEW  OFFICERS  FOR  1975-76 

Wayne  Grumbling,  Moderator     (Waterloo,  lA) 
Dave  Stombaugh,  Vice  Moderator     (Bryian,  OH) 
Debra  Michael,  Se>oretary     (Lanark,  ID 
Pam  North,  Ass't.  Secretary     (New  Leibanon,  OH) 
Jim  Miller,  Treasurer     (Johnstown  II,  PA) 
Jeff  Lentz,  Statiatioian     (Nappanee,  IN) 

BYC  REGISTRATION  DUE— October  31,  1975 


1975-76  PROJECT 

Bradenton,  Florida  (Sanctuary  fumish- 
iogs)  and  Summer  Crusader  Fund 


$5000 


INGATHERING  TOTAI^-Augnst  30,  1975  $8197.57 
Budget/Project  1974-75  $9500.00 

Total  received   (8/20/75)  -8197.57 


Amount  needed  $1302.43 

Send  your  money  by  Ootober  31,  1975  to:  Na- 
tional BYC  Project  c/o  Board  of  Chris'tian  E<iuoa- 
tion  524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  Ohio  44805 

GUIDELINES 

The  Guidelines  Committee  would  like  to  give  you 
a  choice  in  goals  this  year.  We  have  combined 
the  two  past  systems — the  first  being  'the  system 
of  specified  goals  Which  are  worth  a  specific  num- 
ber of  podnts;  the  second  being  the  system  used 
this  last  year  in  which  each  individual  youth  group 
was  to  :set  and  evaluate  their  achievements  of 
theiir  goails. 

Evaluation  for  the  first  system  is: 

Honor  Society — 100%  oif  points 
Banner  Society — 80%  of  points 
Evaluation  under  the  second  system  will  be  done 
by  the  group  itself  and  reviewed  by  the  Guide- 
lines Co'mmittee.  We  feel  that  if  a  group  is  ma- 
ture enough  to  miake  their  own  goals  and  strive 
for  them,  they  are  also  mature  enough  to  evaluate 
themselves  honestiy  and  reahsitioaJly.  If  the  group 
deserves  recognition  for  their  effonbs,  they  Will 
be  given  equal  recognition  to  the  first  system. 


SYSTEM  I 

PROPOSED  SPECIFIED  GOALS 

5  pt!s.       1.    Have  at  least  two  'represenitatives  to: 

A.  National  BYC  Convention 

B.  All  state/ district  functions  (camps, 
rallies,  retreats,  conferences,  etc.) 

10  pts.  2.  Have  a  guest  speaker  from  outside 
your  group  at  leasit  three  times  a 
year,  excluding  .the  local  ladvisors  and 
pastor. 
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4. 


5  pts. 

5  ipts. 
5  'pts. 


5  pts. 
5  pts. 


Have  at  least  one  pubiic  service  per 
year. 

Have  each  member  of  your  group 
attend  at  least  90%  of  ithe  meeitings 
of  a  'Weekly  Bible  study  or  f  eUowsiMp 
other  than  the  regular  youth  meet- 
ing, whioh  may  be  outside  the  local 
church. 
5.  Participate  in  the  Najtional  BYC  Bud- 
get Ingathering  and  set  a  specific 
amount  for  the  goal  to  be  raised  by 
your  group. 

a)  Send  at  le^ast  2  reports  of  your 
activities  to  National  BYC  in 
Ashland. 

b)  Send  ithe  Statistical  repont  to  the 
National  BYC  Statistician,  (c/o 
Board  of  Christian  Education) 

Have  100%  of  your  members  practice 
daily  devoitions. 

8.  Participate  as  a  group  in  these 
projeots: 

A.  Two  joint  meetings  preferably 
with  other  BYC  groups. 

B.  A  'bimonthly  visitation  program. 

C.  A  monthly  benevolent  work  within 
your  local  church  or  dty. 

9.  Increase  your  total  group  member- 
ship by  at  least  30%  of  the  Member- 
sihip  as  of  October  31. 

,0.    Review  goals  monthly. 

.1.  Register  membership  by  Octoter  31 
and  update  any  new  members  by 
May  31,  1976. 

Correspond  monitMy  land  pray  weekly 
for  the  youth  group  :assiigned  to  you 
upon  ragigtrattLon  of  members. 


6. 


7. 


12, 


total 


SYSTEM  11 

SET  AND  EVALUATE  YOUR  OWN  GOALS 
Service  and  Evang-elism — (training  and  opportun- 
ities for  service  including  evangelism) 

1.  Attend  training  opportunities,  e.g.  seminars, 
workshops,  evangelism  insititutes. 

2.  Institute  training  programs  as  a  group. 

3.  Have  or  participate  in  at  least  one  pro'gram  of 
evangelistic  outreadh. 

4.  Participate  in  communiity  and/or  church  ser- 
vice projects  and/ or  instirtute  your  own. 

5.  Have  a  public  seivice. 

6.  Set  a  specific  amount  of  mioney  to  be  raised  by 
your  youth  group  for  the  BYC  Ingathering  and 
possible  other  projeots,  and  then  work  toward 
accomplishing  those  gO'als. 

7.  Set  goals  for  increased  meimbership 

a)  Inactive  ohurcih  youth 

b)  Non-Ohristians 

Group  Growth — ^(spiritual  and  numericcd) 

1.  Attend  district  and  National  BYC  functions. 

2.  Study  meaningful  Chrisitian  feUow^hip,  e.g.  the 
unity  of  the  body  of  Christ. 

3.  Provide  opportuniities  for  meaningful  Christian 
fellowship. 

4.  Provide  opportunities  for  group  prayer. 

5.  Have  your  youth  group  meet  With  other  youth 
groups. 

Individual  Growth — (spiritual) 

1.  Attend  special  speakers  and  conferences. 

2.  Practice  individual  devotions. 

3.  Aid  members  in  your  yooth  group  in  discover- 
ing and  using  their  spiiritual  gifits. 

4.  Have  a  proigram  of  regular  group  Bible  study. 


COMMUNICATION   COMMITTEE 

In  accordance  with  last  year's  'theme  "Let  Us  Be  One"  the  1974  Convention 
adopted  the  proposal  of  the  Cotmmunications  Committee  and  initiated  a  nation-wide 
Prayer  Partner  Program.  The  success  of  the  program  cannot  be  measured  except 
by  the  Convention's  Willingness  to  continue.  It  was  designed  to  begin  Sharing  more 
of  O'Uirseflves,  our  youth  groups,  o-ur  dhiirches  and  our  districts  on  a  more  personal 
level  iby  agreeing  to  sign  ithe  following  commitment: 

il  would  be  wHllng  from  now  until  Convention  next  year  to: 

1)  Pray  each  day  for  my  prayer  pantner 

2)  Communicate  (by  phone  call,  latter,  etc.)  twice  a  month 

3)  Become  intimately  dmvoived  in  the  other's  personal  life. 

4)  Shiare  the  Body  of  Qhriist  by  sharing  joys  anid  problems  of  your  youth  group, 
your  churcih,  and  your  district,  with  your  prayer  partner  so  that  ithey  also  may 
'Share  these  with  their  own  youth  'group. 


Address 


Church 


Date 

Age  _ 


Phone 

Send  to:     Board  of  Cturistiain  Ettuoaitfcm.  by  Ootober  31,  1975. 
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VISAKHAPATNAM   AREA-- 

BRETHREN   MISSION 


The  Missionary  Board  oif  The  Brethren  Church 
appointed  Reverenid  K.  Vijaya  Kumar  as  a  mis- 
sionary and  area  direetotr  for  the  Brettaran  Mission 
in  Visiakhapatnam  area  oif  India. 


Reverend  K.  Vijaya  Kumar  in  front  of 

his  residence.  The  prayer  house  was 

constructed  behind  the  residence. 


He  lestabUsihed  his  home  at  Vizag  (abbreviation 
for  Visakhapatnam )  anid  had  a  prayer  hooise  built 
in  the  rear  of  his  residence  (April)  that  accomo- 
dates over  100  people.  Reverend  Prasantiha  Kumar 
and  workers  at  Rajaihmunidry  gave  a  pulpit  as  a 
wedding  present  to  Vijay  and  his  wife  and  Vi jay's 
father  gave  an  offerinig  bag  on  a  wO'Oden  handle 
to  be  useful  for  the  ohuroh.  They  have  benches 
installed  now  and  have  had  up  to  a  record  attend- 
ance of  100  people. 

Six  peoiple  have  been  baptized  at  ithe  imiission 
home  and  presented  with  New  Testaments  and 
twenty  psople  participated  in  Holy  Co-mmunion 
service.  Some  Hindus  have  been  attending  and 
also  a  refugee  family  from  Burma.  Vijay  has 
been  assisted  at  Visag  w'ith  itwo  gospel  w^orkers 
and  a  fine  active  young  m.an  is  tiiiinfcing  of  teach- 
ing Sunday  School  in  the  near  future. 


Baptismal  service  at  Visakhapatnam- 

using  the  water  sv/pply  tank  in 

front  of  the  house. 
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Telugu  New  Testaments  were  presented 
to  the  neivly  baptized  members. 


There  is  ateo  a  gospel  worker  serving  at  Billa 
Agraharam,  a  very  large  village  where  two  or 
three  small  vil-lages  merged — about  23  miles  from 
Vizag.  He  also  iserves  at  the  Villages  of  Goljam 
and  Dasulapalem.  At  Dasulapalem  the  Gospel 
hadn't  been  preadhed  for  10  years  untU  Vijay 
brought  a  message  to  them.  Nine  people  (have  'been 
baptized  at  PiDa  Agraharam  and  they  have  to 
wait  for  rains  to  supply  itihieir  needs  for  a  baptismal 
service  in  the  villages. 


There  is  ano'ther  igoepel  worker  at  Madhurawada 
— 14  miles  from  Visag,  plus  a  worker  at  Kuru- 
wada,  Where  there  is  a  school  provided  for  adults 
as  well  as  the  one  at  the  Visag  prayer  house. 

With  the  assistance  of  his  wife,  a  medical  doctor, 
they  have  been  meeting  the  physical  needs  of  the 
people  as  well  as  'tlheiir  spiritual  hunger.  Some  they 
can  assist  with  medioines  that  the  mission  has 
and  others  have  to  be  referred  to  the  hospital. 


Vijaya  Kumar  distributing  supplies  to 
the  children  attending  the  mission. 


Distributing  t)ucts  )ight  uftei-  Sunday 

morning  service  at  the  mission 

hotise  in  Vizag. 


Vijay  has  also  gone  into  remote  villages  that 
have  no  roadbeds  and  preacihed  there  and  also  gave 
candy,  slates,  pencils  and  notebooks  to  the  poor 
children.  He  has  also  had  some  sessions  of  teaching 
at  the  Bible  Institute  in  Rajahmundry  and  also 
has  been  able  to  share  his  slides  taken  of  the  Holy 
Land  while  there  in  1974. 


FACTS: 

INDIA 

"There  are  twice  as  mnany  non-Ghnistiains  in 
India  today  as  there  were  when  William  Carey 
arrived  in  1793." 

"There  are  (moire  nan-Ohristians  in  the  itwo 
countries  of  China  amd  India  than  there  aire 
Christiains  in  the  entire  world." 

THE  MAKING  OF  A  MISSIONARY 
by  J.  Herbert  Kane 
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NEWS   RELEASE 


WHITTIER,  CALIFORNIA  (Special)  Dr.  Robert 
H.  Bowman,  President  Oif  tihe  Far  East  Broad- 
casiting  Company,  Whittier,  Califoirnia,  has  an- 
nounced 'tihe  opening  of  DWRF,  the  Comipany's 
latest  250  kw  radio  stotion,  at  Iba,  Zambales, 
Luzon,  PhjiMppines.  Tlhis  is  FEBC's  latest  addition 
to  its  mtemational  network  of  radio  transmitters. 

Similar  250  kw  transmitters  are  already  in 
operation  at  KGEI,  San  Francisco,  and  HLDA,  on 
Cheju  Island,  South  Korea. 

Test  pro'gramminig  at  1470  kHz  on  250,000  watts 
began  on  schedule  on  May  30,  1975. 

David  Hudson,  FEBC's  Chief  Engineer,  reported 
from  Hong  Kong  that  the  signal  was  "loud  and 
clear."  His  report  was  preceded  by  a  cable- 
gram annoiuncing  "DWRF  TESTING  AT  FULL 
POWER." 

The  linauguration  of  DWRF  completes  the  con- 
struction phase  of  FEBC's  China  Open  Door 
project.  Open  Door  Phase  I  erected  HLDA,  1570 
kHz,  250,000  watts,  on  Cheju  Island,  Korea;  and 
Phase  II,  DWRF,  1470  kHz,  250,000  watts  at  Iba, 
Zambales,  the  Philippines. 

HLDA  has  been  on  the  lair  wiith  a  full  pcpoigram 
schedule  in  Chinese,  Koream,  Russian  and  Jap- 
anese for  17  months. 

DWRF  now  takes  to  the  air  wiaves  at  a  most 
auspicious  time  in  the  history  of  Asia.  The  giant 
transmitter  began  beaming  iruto  South  Mainland 
China  and  all  of  Southeast  Asia  with  the  fall  of 
South  Vietnam,  Cambodia  and  Laos. 

When  the  testing  period  is  finished,  DWRF 
will  begin  regular  daily  programming  in  Ohdnese, 
Vietnamese,  Khmer  (Cambodian)  and  Laotian. 
The  first  day's  testing  featured  this  Chinese 
announ  cement : 

"DWFR,  Far  East  Broadcasitinig  Company 
station,  Philippines.  This  is  the  first  test 
'broadcast  of  a  intsm  station,  DWRF.  A  sou- 
venir of  this  test  broadcast  wiU  be  sent  to 
you.  Please  write  to  us,  giving  the  details 
of  the  program  you  have  just  heard. 
Our  address  is  FEBC,  Box  2041,  Manila, 
Philippines." 

The  (Christian  and  Missionary  Alliance,  which 
has    been    in    leadership   in   missionary   work   in 


Indoohiina  for  over  a  hialf  oemtury,  has  asisumed 
the  sponsorship  of  two  ho'urs  daily  of  Vietnamese 
and  one  hour  daily  of  Cambodian  pirogramming. 
Their  commitment  to  proclaiming  the  (Jospel  to 
Indochina  continues  despite  the  faUiing  of  the 
Bamboo  Curtain. 


A   HINT   ON   GIVING 

Though  we  don't  often  state  it  this  way,  most  of 
us  welcome  the  government's  pirovision  for  tax- 
exempt  giving  to  the  Lord's  work.  By  foUowing 
the  rules,  more  of  your  money  can  Ibe  put  to  -His 
service,  instead  of  into  income  taxes. 

NON  TAX-DEDUCTIBLE  GIFTS 

You  may  wish  to  give  a  personal  gifit  to  a  mis- 
sionary on  such  occasions  las  a  birthday,  Ohrdstmas, 
or  an  anniversary.  Or,  out  of  personajl  interest 
you  may  want  the  missionary  himself  to  have 
full  and  direct  control  of  the  -moniey.  Normally, 
your  church  or  missionary  organization  will  'trainS' 
mit  such  personal  gifts  to  the  missionary,  but  the 
personal  nature  of  the  gift  MUST  be  clearly 
recorded. 

Tax-deductible  receipts  for  personal  gifts  are 
NOT  authorized  under  current  tax  laws.  A  dis- 
itinctly  personal  gift  from  one  lindividual  to  another 
individual  may  not  be  deducted  from  'taxable 
income,  no  imatter  how  many  organizations  handle 
it. 
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Contrihutions  from 
Brethren  Appreciated 


Through  the  years  AnnabeUe  Menufield  has 
made  'beautiful  poetical  coratribuitions  to  THE 
BRETHREN  EVANGELIST  wiMoh  we  have  all 
enjoyed.  A  recetnit  expressiion  in  one  of  her  poeans 
was  subject  to  question  by  one  of  our  fine  young 
pastors.  She  writes  ithe  following  letter  to  our 
editor: 


Dear  Editor: 

The  comments  concerning  the  last  line  of 
my  prayer,  by  Pastor  Paul  Richey,  are  true. 
And  I  kneiv  it  as  well  as  he.  It  should  have 
been  left  out.  I'm  sorry.  My  revernig  all  for- 
eign missionaries  so  much — also  my  nearing 
age  92 — must  have  prompted  it. 
Sincerely, 
AnnabeUe 


Dear  AnnabeUe, 

We  are  again  most  grateful  to  you  for 
sharing  your  lovely  poetical  thoughts.  We 
appreciate  the  fact  that  Brethren  are  look- 
ing up  to  our  missionaries  as  they  live  in 
faith  and  serve  under  all  kinds  of  conditions. 
He  is  not  BETTER — just  different — as  you 
have  expressed.  Let  us  hold  our  missionaries 
up  before  the  throne  of  grace  with  our  con- 
tinued supportive  prayers  in  their  behalf. 
Also,  remember  to  ivrite  to  your  mission- 
aries and  encourage  them  in  their  daily  hu- 
man walks  of  life. 

May  all  Brethren  remember  ive  should  not 
exalt  the  foreign  missionary  and  play  doivn 
the  home  missionary.  Both  are  missionaries 
in  the  true  sense  of  the  word  and  deserve 
similar  treatment. 

May  the  Lord  continue  to  bless  your  life 
as  you  use  it  for  Him. 

Sincerely, 

Marion  M.  Mellinger 


SnSTHRSN  HOUSE  8SAT 


A  fitii  Mitiim  Miaitiri/  '«  Si.  Pifiniiifg,  Flariit 
^     Ripifttir.  f^ 

^'  Phil&Junbnth       ^f^' 

Bttiii  Mum 


KID'S  IDEAS  ABOUT  ANIMALS 

From  the  many  anim/al  pictures  m  our  picture 
file  we  helped  create  the  setting  for  ithe  following 
center  at  Brethren  House  reoenibly.  L-arge  colorful 
pictures  of  a  variety  of  animals  were  selected  and 
displayed  around  a  large  (4x6'  Chalkboard.  Two 
quesitions  written  at  the  top  of  the  dhalklboard 
linviited  'the  children's  attention: 

"WHAT  DO   ANIMALS   DO?"   and 
"HOW  DO  ANIMALS  HELP  US?" 
We  wrate  a  couple  of  "seed"  ideas  and  then  left 
the  rest  up  to  them.   As  a  result  we  now  have 
another  original  book  boifih  written  and  lHuisitrated 
by  the  children. 

Here  are  their  ideas — wttiidh  we  oopied  ifrom  'Uhe 
board  lafter  one  Sunday  momiing  and  two  weekday 
afternoons  of  writing: 

"GOD  CREATED  DOGS  TO  BE  GOOD 

FRIENDS." 
"GOD  CREATED  DUCKS  TO  SWIM." 
'1GOD  CREATED  HORSES  TO  PULL 

THING  FOR  US." 
"GOD  CREATED  ANIMALS  TO  GIVE 

US  FOOD." 
"GOD  CREATED  BIRDS  TO  SiING 

AND  FLY." 
'^GOD  CREATED  SNAKES  TO  EAT  BUGS 
THAT  WOE  DON'T  NEED." 


"GOD  CREATED  ANIMALS  TO  KEEP 

US  COMPANY." 
"GOD  CREATED  ANIMALS  TO  MAKE 

MILK." 
"GOD  CREATED  RABBITS  TO  HOP." 
"GOD  CREATED  COWS  AND  PIGS 

TO  GIVE  US  MEAT." 
"GOD  CREATED  ANIMALS  TO  HELP 

CARRY  THINGS  AROUND." 
"GOD  CREATED  BEES  TO  MAKE  HONEY." 
"GOD  CREATED  HORSES  TO  PLOW 

FOR  US." 
"GOD  CREATED  DOGS  TO  HELP 

BLIND  PEOPLE." 
"GOD  CREATED  CHICKENS  TO  PROVIDE 

EGGS  FOR  US." 
"GOD  CREATED  HORSES  TO  GIVE  US 

FUN   (LIKE  IN  RIDING  THEM)." 

After  getting  these  ideas  from  the  dhalkboard, 
we  typed  each  one  on  a  ^separate  3x5"  card  and 
clipped  it  to  the  top  of  a  page  cut  13  x  15"  out 
of  lightweight  peach-colored  cardboard.  Then  we 
set  up  a  "studio"  in  the  back  room  (foimerly 
utility  room,  now  mailing  room)  and  allowed 
those  who  wanted  to  illustrate  pages  to  go  to 
(that  room  two  at  a  time.  Colored  pencils  were  the 
media  used. 

When  the  children  had  completed  itheir  pictures, 
we  glued  the  cards  with  the  'words  to  the  top  of 
each  page,  hinged  the  pages  together  with  mask- 
ing tape  (the  full  length  of  each  page)  and  put  a 
cover  on  the  book.  It  wili  go  in  our  library,  prob- 
ably be  tape-recorded  later  and  be  used  at  a  lisiten- 
ing  center  when  we  need  that  subject  again. 

To  make  'this  possible,  Bonnie  will  see  that  it 
is  entered  in  our  RESOURCE  BOOK  so  that  we 
don't  forget  it.  Wlho  knows,  you  may  'see  it  yo-ur- 
self  somie  time  if  you  come  to  one  of  Oiur  Work- 
sihops — ^or  visit  Brethren  House  itself. 
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GRAHAM  CRUSADE 
AT  CAPROCK 


For  eigtht  nigMs,  August  31  -  Septeinber  7,  ithe 
floodligbted  Texas  Teoh  fooitiball  field  toecaime  a 
counseling  area  for  thousanids  of  people  who 
publicly  walked  forward  to  make  a  eoimmaitment  to 
Jesus  Christ  durinig  the  Crusade  meetings.  Crowds 
averaged  over  33,000  people  per  night,  and  every 
day  the  Crusade  and  the  evangelist's  messages 
were  front  page  news  in  the  Avalanche-Journal 
newspaper. 

Reconciliation  between  estranged  couples,  re- 
newed coniniunlcations  between  parents  and  their 
teenagers,  deepening  in  prayer  and  Bible  reading, 
and  newfound  peace  with  God  were  some  of  the 
life  changes  beihind  the  statistics  of  the  meetings. 

More  than  3,000  prayer  groups  in  40  West  Texas 
cities  and  towns  prayed  for  the  Crusade.  Each  of 
the  23,000  students  at  Texas  Tech  ware  prayed  for 
by  name  even  before  they  returned  to  campus  to 
begin  their  fall  term  studies.  Lubbock's  mayor  Roy 
Bass  called  the  working  together  "the  most  sdg- 
ntticant  united  spiritual  -thrust  in  my  memory." 

Rallies  In  high  schools  and  shopping  m-alis, 
speaking  engagements  in  jails,  civic  clubs,  church- 
es and  on  military  bases  were  arranged  and 
coordinated  by  the  Crusade  committees. 

The  West  Texas  Crusade  was  part  of  Lubbock's 
bicentennial  celebraition.  National  Bicentenniial 
Chairman  John  Warner  flew  to  Lubbock  from 
Washington,  D.C.,  Wednesday  night  to  share  with 
the  Crusade  audience  some  of  ithe  spiritual  roots 
of  the  United  States. 

Both  Texas  Tech's  Red  Raider  coach  Steve  Sloan 
and  American  Football  Coarch  of  the  Year,  Grant 
Teaff  of  the  Baylor  University  Bears,  stood  on  the 
Crusade  platform  to  tell  the  largely  student  popu- 
lated audience  what  following  Jesus  Christ  meant 


to  'them.  Other  guest  speakers  diiring  the  Crusade 
week  included  Steve  Davis,  quarterback  of  ithe 
University  of  Oklahoma  footbali  team. 

Ethel  Waters  sang  the  first  night  of  -the  Crusade 
followed  on  other  nights  by  Norma  Zimmer,  Ardhle 
Dennis,  June  Hunt,  PauMno  Bemal,  Beverly 
Terrell,  Skip  Pletcher,  the  Jones  Sisters  and  the 
Good  News  Circle.  They  were  supported  iby  Team 
regulars  George  Beverly  Shea,  Tedd  Smith  and 
John  Innes.  CUff  Barrows  directed  the  2,700-vaioe 
ohoir  made  up  of  local  Texans. 

A  five  day  School  of  Evangelism  was  held  in 
oanjunotion  with  the  Cru'sade  drawing  1,100  pas- 
tors, their  wives  and  seminary  students  friom  13 
staites  and  'five  foreign  countries  to  study  evan- 
gelism under  the  leadership  of  men  and  women 
Who  have  demonstrated  successful  methods  of 
winning  others  to  Jesois  Christ. 

Every  nigfht  When  the  co'unselinig  in  the  stadium 
was  over,  teams  of  co-laborers  worked  untU  the 
early  morning  hours  processiing  the  inquirers' 
cards  so  'that  follow  up  by  the  dhurches  could  be 
made  within  24  hours  of  the  person's  decision. 

By  mid-week,  church  leaders  were  commenting 
that  the  commitments  made  during  the  services 
were  bringing  absent  church  members  back  into 
the  church. 

After  referring  to  what  he  called  "the  profound 
effect"  that  the  deoisdons  to  follow  Christ  wUl 
have  on  the  West  Texas  communities.  Bob  Nash, 
news  media  executive,  added,  "When  I  was  asked 
'to  be  chairman,  I  was  so  busy  with  my  work  that 
if  my  pastor  had  not  been  there  I  wOiUld  have 
ftumied  it  do-wn.  That  would  have  been  tihe  biggeest 
mistake  I  ever  made." 


BILLY  GRAHAM  SAYS  FIRST  LADY 
MAY  REGRET  TV  STATEMENTS 

MONTREAT,  S.C.  ( EP ) —Although  Evangelist 
BMiy  Graliam  says  he  disagrees  with  statements 
by  Mrs.  Betty  Ford  reigardi'ng  premariital  sex  and 
marijuana,  he  suspects  the  First  Lady  now  wishes 
'She  had  not  made  the  mudh  ipublicized  'Statements 
on  a  CBS  telecast. 

"I  know  that  on  many  occasions  I  have  put  my 
own  foot  in  my  mouth  and  wis'hed  I  could  retract 
a  stateiment,"  he  said.  "And  1  think  maybe  she 
does  too." 

"She  is  a  remiarkahle  mother  and  wonderful 
wife,"  Dr.  Graham  added,  "and  her  Character  is 
reflected  in  her  family.  But  I  feel  that  after 
reflection  she  would  have  said  it  differenitly." 

Mrs.  Ford  was  quoted  as  saying  she  would  not 
'be  surprised  to  learn  that  her  18-year-oid  daug'hter 
was  considering  having  an  affair  and  that  if 
marijuana  'had  been  popular  when  she  w:as  young. 
She  probably  would  would  have  experimented 
With  it. 

Speaking  of  his  own  five  dhil-dren,  Dr.  Graham 
said:  "If  one  of  them  told  us  they  had  ...  I  think 
my  wiife  and  I  would  be  in  tears.  We  would  exipect 
'them  to  change  and  to  turn  to  the  Lord  and  ask 
God's  help." 

"When  I  first  heard  (the  comment)  I  tfuougiht  I'd 
lost  10  million  votes,"  President  Ford  'Said  about 
his  wife's  teievlsion  interview  with  Morley  Safer. 
"When  I  read  'it  in  tihe  paper  the  next  morning," 
he  added,  "I  raised  it  to  20  million." 
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WOMEN'S  LAB 


GETTING   TO   KNOW   YOU 


Wihen  the  song  writer  came  up  with  the  above 
title,  he  might  have  been  expressing  the  purpose 
of  one  enterprismg  lady  in  our  midst.  Last  sum- 
mer (m  1974)  wihen  our  "peripatetic  Peggy" 
(Beekley,  that  is)  took  off  for  Colo^mbia,  Soiutih 
America,  her  priimary  purpose  was  to  improve  her 
Spanish  and,  naturally,  to  visit  with  and  help  the 
Salomons  in  any  way  possible.  As  it  turned  out, 
sihe  spent  most  of  her  tame  helping  young 
Colomibians  to  improve  ^their  English,  thus  neglect- 
ing iher  own  Spanish  study.  However,  she  fe^lt  that 
the  experience  was  wonth  her  time  and  effort. 

This  year  when  she  planned  a  return  trip,  it 
was  wilii  the  added  purpose  of  accompanying  the 
Brethren  Crusaders,  Jan  Glenn  and  Beverly 
Blough,  to  Medehin,  thus  relieving  them  of  travel 
details  that  might  ibe  troublesome  to  the  inex- 
perienced traveller.  To  be  sure,  she  wanted  to 
improve  her  language  facility  too,  but  she  hoped 
also  to  know  the  people  better  and  to  be  of  any 
possible  'assistamce  to  Ihe  Solomons. 


As  an  extra  bonus  on  her  trip  this  year,  Peggy 
was  accompanied  by  her  good  huslbond,  the  Rev- 
erend Eugene  Beekley  —  formerly  Lieutenant 
Colonel  in  the  United  States  Adr  Force  (Chaplain) 
and  presently  pastor  of  the  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church  in  Ashland,  Ohio.  He  assisted  the  Solomons 
greatly  in  the  mission  at  Medellin  and  preached 
many  times,  with  Kenneth  Solomon  initerpreting. 
It  might  be  noted  in  passing  that  a  barrel  of  ser- 
mons belonging  to  Reverend  Beekley  disappeared 
for  a  time,  but  reappeared  later.  Evidently  'the 
barrel's  contents  were  a  bit  too  heavy  for  the 
"finder"  to  assimilate. 

Regarding  social  conditions  in  Colombia,  as  in 
our  larger  cities  here  in  the  States,  the  crime 
rate  is  rather  high,  largely  because  of  the  poverty 
of  many  people  and  the  low  living  standards.  For 
example,  an  average  occupation,  that  of  a  broom 
maker,  painter,  or  such  position,  does  not  provide 
a  very  impressive  standard  of  living. 

The  families  are  large  and  closely  drawn  togeth- 
er; hence,  their  recreation  consists  of  singing  and 
making  up  their  own  entertainment — ^an  aotivity 
which  we  might  we'll  e-mulate.  In  many  respects 
they  are  like  us  North  Americans:  'they  like  TV 
and  sports — ^particularly  soccer  and  jai  alai. 

It  would  be  impossible  in  'this  short  space  to 
recount  all  of  Peggy's  experie-nces,  with  which  she 
is  still  extremely  enthusiastic;  but  among  her 
many  impressions  was  her  delight  in  the  warmth 
of  the  Colombians  in  their  Christian  faith;  in 
fact,  she  maintains  that  they  seem  warmer  amd 
more  enthusiastic  than  we  do  here — and  they 
love  to  sing. 

Most  of  the  Colombians  are  Catho'lic  in  'their 
faith,  but  their  religion  seems  to  need  a  new 
dimension — a  hope  in  Christ,  u'hich  the  mis- 
sion at  Medellin  is  giving  them.  As  a  conseque'nce, 
they  'take  great  joy  in  sharing  their  faith  with 
others,  even  going  out  witnessing  to  non- 
Christians,  passing  out  tracts,  etc.  Incidentally, 
she  adds  that  they  are  eager  'to  receive  tracts  and 
treasure  them. 

Asked  how  she  and  the  others  in  her  party  were 
received,  she  replied,  "We  North  Americans, 
Gringos  or  Gringitas  (this  term  lis  not  used  dis- 
paragingly) were  warmly  welcomed  and  called 
hermana  en  la  fe,  meaning  'sisters  in  faith'  and 
truly  treated  as  such." 

Is  Peggy  still  interested  in  and  concerned  about 
Medellin?  Indeed  she  is!  She  has  been  filling 
numerous  speaking  engage'ments,  tellin'g  of  the 
work  'there;  and  all  of  the  offerings  she  receives 
from  these  engagements  she  'is  putting  in'to  a  fund 
for  the  work  at  ithis  missio'n  station — possibly  to 
purchase  a  portable  bapisitry. 

Now  she  is  planning  a  tour  for  a  party  of 
approximately  twenty,  during  the  interval  of 
Saturday,  November  29 — from  Miiami — ^to  Deceim- 
ber  7.  TTie  first  twenty  peo'ple  to  get  in  their  'bid 
will  be  fortunate  enough  to  make  this  profession- 
ally-conducted 'trip.  This  will  give  the  tourists  a 
new  insigiht  into  the  work  being  done  by  our 
missionaries  and  a  greater  understan'ding  of  our 
neighbors  to  the  South. 

To  those  of  you  who  avail  yourselves  of  this 
opportunity — 

Vaya  con  Dios!.  .il 
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MRS.  LESTER   (BESSBE  JANE)   KING 


Mrs.  Bessiie  Jane  King,  84  paissed  away  on  July 
10,  1975  at  the  Goshen  General  Hospital  where 
she  had  been  admitted  af'ter  being  .in  f  aUuig  health 
for  a  year. 

A  native  of  Hancock  Cotmrty,  OiMo,  Mrs.  King 
was  bom  July  9,  1891,  a  daugthter  of  William  and 
Mary  Elizabeth  (He'll)  Humphrey.  She  married 
the  Reverend  Lester  V.  King  June  20,  1917. 

Mrs.  King  originally  worked  as  a  cook  at 
Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  was  also  a 
linotype  operator  for  the  Ashland  Tiimes  Gazette. 
In  a  period  extending  over  46  years,  she  assisted 
her  husband  in  his  pastorates,  'three  m  Indiana, 
four  in  Ohio  and  caae  in  Maryland. 

Mrs.  King  was  especially  active  in  (the  Wiomen's 
Missionary  Society  groups  of  the  various 
churches. 

Surviving  are  her  husband,  Reverend  Lester 
King;  five  daughters,  Mrs.  Donald  (Mary  E.) 
Pensel,  Lake  Geonge,  N.Y.,  Mrs.  Stanley  (Janet) 
Fox,  (iolumbus,  Ohio,  Mrs.  Rotoert  (Jane)  Byler, 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  Mrs.  WiHiam  (Bernice)  Dersch, 
San  Hose,  Califonhia,  and  Mrs.  Beatrice  Biishof, 
wiife  of  Pastor  Rtfbert  Bish'Of ,  pastor  of  the  New 
Paris  Brethren  Churdh  in  New  Paris,  Indiana 
with  w^hoan  she  had  resided  for  not  quite  a  year, 
15  grandchildren;  seven  great-.grandc!h'ildren;  a 
sister,  Mrs.  George  Wooids,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.,  and 
three  brothers,  Carl  Humphrey,  Upper  Sandusky, 
Ohio,  Mark  Humphrey,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio,  and 
Ralph  Humphrey,  Arlington,  Va.  Five  hroither  and 
siisters  preceded  Mrs.  King  in  death 

The  funeral  service  was  held  at  the  First  Breth- 
ren Ohurch  on  Park  Street,  Ashland,  Ohio  where 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  King  formerly  held  a  pastorate. 
Dr.  Delbert  Flora,  a  professor  at  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary  officiated  at  the  iserviice  assisted 
by  Rev.  Spencer  Gentle,  pastor  of  the  First 
Brethren  Ohurch,  Goshen,  Indiana. 
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POSSIBILITY  THINKING 

The  name  of  Dr.  Norman  Vincent  Peale  imme- 
diately comes  to  our  minds  w^hen  we  talk  about 
positive  thinking.  In  the  same  way  the  name  of 
Dr.  Robert  H.  Schuller  wiU  be  Unked  to  possibility 
thinking. 

Dr.  Schuller,  pastor  of  the  Garden  Grove  Com- 
munity Church  in  California  began  meetings  in 
a  drive-in  theater,  progressed  to  these  meetings 
plus  a  more  conventional  church  and  is  now  out- 
growing facilities  that  combine  the  two  concepts 
into  a  single  worship  service  in  the  form  of  a 
drive-in  walk-in  church.  He  sponsors  the  Institutes 
for  Successful  Church  Leadership  where  he  and 
his  members  and  staff  share  their  guidelines  for 
church  growth  with  pastors  from  across  the 
country. 

His  new  book  Your  Church  Has  Real  Possibil- 
ities, published  by  Regal  Books,  shares  with  the 
reader  many  of  the  concepts  presented  in  these 
institutes  for  pastors.  Although  you  might  not 
agree  with  everything  said  in  the  book,  there  are 
many  thought  provoking  ideas  that  might  benefit 
your  church.  Only  one  chapter  is  dedicated  to  the 
Garden  Grove  story,  with  the  rest  dealing  with 
principals. 

The  final  chapter  "How  You  Can  Dream  Great 
Dreams,"  presents  a  three  pomt  outline  with  com- 
ments on  each  point: 

Number  One — ^Get  in  touch  with  God's  Spirit 
Number  Two — ^Get  in  touch  with  God's  People 
Number  Three — ^Get  in  time  with  God's 
Calendar 

The  book  is  available  from  the  Brethren  Book- 
store and  other  Christian  bookstores.  For  under 
three  doUars  you  can  obtain  and  read  Dr.  SchuUer's 
predictions  of  the  fcintastic  future  for  the  church 
in  America  and  learn  his  suggestions  on  how  your 
church  can  be  ministering  to  the  needs  of  the 
people. 

The  Bookworm 

NO  TIME  FOR  TOMBSTONES 

Memories  of  Viet  Nam  .bring  mixed  emotions  to 
most  of  us  depending  upon  our  own  contact  or  re- 
lationship to  the  land.  However,  most  of  us  have 
heard  stories  of  missionary  efforts  in  this  war- 
torn  country  and  many  of  us  have  prayed  for 
personnel  working  there  or  comtributed  to  relief 
funds  for  these  people. 

Tyndale  House  has  released  a  book  by  James 
and  Marti  Hefley  with  the  title  No  Time  for 
Tombstones  about  the  capture  of  Wycliffe  Trans- 
lator Hank  Blood,  Missionary  nurse  Betty  Olsen 
of  the  Christian  and  Missionary  AUiance  and  Mike 
Benge  with  the  United  States  AID  program.  The 
authors  have  used  a  novelized  form  of  writing 
albout  this  true  story  to  supplement  the  wide  re- 
search done  about  the  incident. 

Although  some  would  like  to  forget  Viet  Nam, 
this  story  shows  dlearly  the  faith  of  these  mission- 


aries, the  love  they  had  for  the  people  they  were 
called  to  serve  and  reminds  us  that  God  sitill  has 
His  people,  giving  a  living  testimony  to  Him  In 
difficult  parts  of  the  world.  Biographies  are  in- 
teresting reading  and  when  they  recount  the 
stories  of  faithful  Witnesses  .they  inspire  us  to  be 
true  to  the  calling  we  have  received  from  God. 
The  Bookworm 


BODY  LIFE  AND  SPIRITUAL  GIFTS 

We  have  heard  of  a  number  of  the  Brethren 
Churches  which  have  been  emphasizing  the  con- 
cept of  the  Church  being  the  Body  of  Christ  and 
thus  each  member  relating  to  each  other  in  func- 
tion as  parts  of  the  body  do  physically.  As  a  part 
of  this  emphasis  has  come  a  new  awareness  of 
the  way  the  gifts  given  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  one 
member  of  the  body  relate  to  those  given  to 
another  member.  Questions  have  arisen  about  the 
gifts  and  in  past  reviews  I  have  suggeisted  several 
books  'that  can  help  us  understand  the  various 
gifts. 

I  have  just  read  another,  published  by  Inter- 
Varsity  Press,  by  Donald  Bridge  and  David 
Phypers  entitled  Spiritual  Gifts  &  The  Church. 
The  authors  were  church  officers  to.gether  in  a 
growing  church.  They  have  written  the  book  from 
their  experience  of  the  need  to  evaluate  the  claims 
made  by  beUevers  for  whom  they  had  pastoral 
responsibihty.  "In  that  context,  the  Bible  had  to 
be  searched  again  with  a  sincere  desire  to  find 
wihat  its  teaching  was,  and  with  a  firm  determina- 
tion to  put  each  situation,  each  experience  and 
each  claim  to  the  test  of  'What  saith  the  Lord?'  ". 

The  book  has  chapters  dealing  with  "Gifts  for 
the  recognized  church  officers",  "Gifts  for  the 
Whole  Church,"  "Dangers  with  Spiritual  Gifts," 
"Spiritual  Gifts  and  the  Individual  Christian,"  as 
weU  as  many  others.  An  interesting  Bible  study, 
you  will  want  to  have  your  Bible  along  side  you 
as  you  read. 

Available  ttrom  the  Brethren  Bookstore  or  other 
Christian  booksto-res  Where  Inter-varsity  books 
are  handled.  If  you  are  interested  in  this  sulbject, 
this  volume  would  be  a  good  one  to  add  to  your 
library. 

The  Bookworm 
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In  the  Presence  of  Mine  Enemies  by  Howard  and 

Phyllis   Rutledge   with   Mel   and  Lyla   White 
(Fleming  H.  Revell  Company,  1973.  124  pp.) 

Prison  stories  of  people  who  have  found  a  deep 
faith  in  Christ  through  their  experiences  fascin- 
ate me.  They  are  very  sad,  but  also  very  amazing. 
We  think  God  means  a  lot  to  us  when  we  are  well 
off  and  we  are  grateful,  but  it  is  awe  inspiring 
how  God  can  sustain  us  in  situationis  that  seem 
impossible. 

This  book,  describes  in  detail  the  seven  long 
years  of  horrible  prison  conditions  for  Captain 
Howard  E.  Rutledge  after  his  plane  was  shot 
down  over  North  Vietnam  on  Nevember  27,  1965. 
His  wife,  Phyllis,  also  had  a  long,  lonely,  discour- 
aging wait. 

The  book  is  written  in  two  parts.  Part  I  is  his 
story  of  prison  life.  Part  '11  is  her  story  of  life  at 
home  with  her  family  of  four  children.  A  tragedy 
struck  their  only  boy  in  a  driving  accident  when 
he  became  paralyzed.  She  also  faced  the  death  of 
her  mother.  The  story  of  Phyllis  Rutledge  is  one 
of  mental  anguish  as  She  shares  openly  her  doubts, 
fears,  and  problems  during  this  lonig  ordeal.  She 
especially  shows  how  strength  and  guidance  was 
provided  for  her  by  a  loving,  understanding  God. 

Following  are  a  few  quotations  from  his  story. 
"Alone  in  the  cell,  I  continued  my  devotional 
periods  searching  my  mind  for  Scriptures,  going 
over  the  more  than  fifty  hymns  I  had  recalled.  .  .  . 
All  this  talk  of  Scripture  and  hymns  may  seem 
boring  to  some,  but  it  was  the  way  we  conquered 
our  enemy  and  overcame  the  power  of  death 
around  us.  .  .  .  In  spite  of  my  problems  in  prison, 
it  became  easier  to  thank  God  for  His  gifts.  It 
almost  seemed  that  the  less  possessions  I  had, 
the  more  significant  His  really  worthwhile  gifts 
became  to  me.  ...  In  prison  I  firmly  beiliieved  that 
there  was  a  'God  who  loved  me  and  was  working 
in  my  life.  I  cannot  explain  with  reason  or  proof 
why  my  faith  was  central  to  my  survival.  But  it 
was.  Other  men  went  in  unbelieving  and  came  out 
the  isame.  I  didn't,  and  for  me  my  faith  in  Christ 
made  all  the  difference." 

Review  by  Julia  Floira 


Traclcs  of  a  FeUow  Stnig-g-ler  by  John  R.  Olaypool 
(Word  Books,  1974.  104  pp.) 

This  book  contains  four  sermons  bom  out  of  a 
deep  grief  experience  when  the  writer's  daughter, 
Laura  Luo,  was  diagnosed  as  having  acute  leu- 
kemia, when  there  was  intense  suffering  and  fin- 
ally when  release  in  death  came. 

Dr.  Claypool  was  at  this  time  minister  of  the 
Crescent  HUl  Baptist  Church  in  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky. Our  family  lived  here  at  this  time,  also,  and 
attended  this  church.  We  all  felt  this  expverience 
with  him  since  he  shared  so  personally  and  hon- 
estly with  the  congregation. 

The  first  sermon  was  given  eleven  days  after 
they  learned  of  the  disease,  the  second  after  the 
first  major  relapse  some  nine  months  later,  and 
the  third  several  weeks  after  she  had  died.  Laura 
Lou  lived  eighteen  months  and  ten  days  from  the 
time  of  diagnosis.  The  last  sermon  was  preached 
in  Broadway  Baptist  Church  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
some  three  years  later  and  gives  a  reflective  view 
of  ithe  whole  grief  process. 

Before  each  sermon  he  sketched  in  tlie  back- 
ground events  to  form  the  setting  for  each  of  the 
sharings  as  well  as  a  printed  passage  of  Scripture. 

It  is  saddening  to  read  and  think  about  this 
and  yet,  many  people  today  are  forced  to  deal 
with  God  in  death.  Dr.  Claypool  tells  in  the  preface 
why  he  wrote  of  his  inner  struggles  at  this  time. 
"Since  eventually  we  all  become  men  of  sorrow, 
acquainted  with  grief,  I  hope  these  tracks  of  a 
fellow  struggler  will  furnish  companionship  and 
hope  for  you." 

Review  by  JuUa  Flora 


POETRY  COMPETITION  OFFERS 
$1500  PRIZE 

A  $1500  grand  prize  will  be  awairded  in  tihe 
current  Poetry  Competition  sponsored  by  'the 
World  of  Poetry,  a  monthly  newsletter  for  poets. 

Poems  of  aU  styles  and  on  any  su'bjeot  are 
eligible  to  compete  for  the  grand  prize  or  for  49 
other  oasit  or  merchandise  awards.  Second  place 
is  $500. 

According  to  contest  dlreotor,  Joseph  Meillon, 
"We  are  encouraging  poetic  italent  of  every  kind, 
and  expect  our  contest  to  'produce  exciting 
discoveries." 

Rules  and  official  entry  forms  are  available  'by 
writing  to:  World  of  Poetry,  801  Portola  Dr.,  Dept. 
211,  San  Francisco,  CA    94127. 

(Contest  closes  November  30,  1975. 
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Memorials 


LEIDY 

George  C.  Leidy,  87,  R.D.  1,  Mineral  Point,  Pa., 
died  July  8,  1975.  Active  member  and  Deacon  of 
Vinco  Brethren  CJhurch.  He  was  preceded  on 
death  by  wife,  Mabel  C.  (Findley)  Leidy,  son, 
Paul,  daughter,  Fay.  Surviived  by  these  chUdren: 
WUma,  Lois  and  Wayne,  ail  at  home;  Emerson, 
New  Florence,  Pa.;  Dr.  Blaine,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.; 
and  Dr.  Gerald,  Mount  HoHy  Spring's,  Pa.  Funeral 
service  was  held  at  Vinco  Bre'thren  Church,  the 
Rev.  C.  WUliam  Cole.  Interment,  BertsJioff  Hill 
Cemetery. 

PAUL 

Mrs.  Doliie  M.  Paul,  85,  R.D.  1,  Conemaugh,  Pa., 
died  July  21,  1975.  Was  a  member  of  Vinco  Breth- 
ren Church.  Preceded  in  death  by  husband,  George, 
and  son,  Willis.  Survived  by  these  children;  Mrs. 
John  (Waive)  Bobenage,  R.D.  1,  Conemaugh;  Max 
Lindenhurst,  Long  Island,  N.Y. ;  and  Mrs.  Lawrence 
(Fiaye)  Cooper,  R.D.  1,  Conemaugh.  Funeral  ser- 
vice was  held  at  John  A.  Baker  Funeral  Chapel, 
Conemaugh,  Pa.,  the  Rev.  C.  Willam  Cole.  Inter- 
ment Forest  Lawn  Cemetery. 

SNELL 

Walter  Snell,  85,  of  Elkhart,  passed  away  Augiist 
28,  1975  at  his  daughter's  home  in  Cciliifomla.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Elkhart  Brethren  Ohurtfh 
and  its  Laymens  onganozation.  He  was  preceded 
in  death  by  his  wife  Blamdhe  and  is  survived  by 
2  sons,  3  daughters,  19  granddhildren  and  16  great- 
grandchildren. 

Services  were  held  at  the  White  Funeral  Home 
with  interment  at  Fiice  Cemetery  with  Pastor  Dale 
RuLon  officiating. 


WEYBBIGHT 

Walter  Weybright,  88  of  Elkhart,  passed  away 
July  25,  1975  at  the  Fountainview  Nursing  Home 
in  Elkhart,  Indiaiia.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
a  son  and  a  daughter.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Elkhart  Brethren  Church. 

Services  were  held  at  Westbrook-Metz  Funeral 
Home  with  interment  at  Rice  Cemetery  with  Pas- 
tor Dale  RuLon  officiating. 

GREEN 

Rudy  N.  Green,  72  years  of  age,  a  member  of 
the  Tiosa  Brethren  Church  was  fatally  injured 
in  a  farm  accident  July  26,  1975  when  he  was 
pinned  between  an  elevator  and  a  tractor. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  Mable;  one  daughter 
Mrs.  Paul  Scott,  two  sons  Calvin  and  Robert  of 
Rochester;  12  grandchildren,  11  great-grandchil- 
dren; two  sisters  Mrs.  Ralph  Overmyer  and  Mrs. 
Hazel  Noonan,  and  one  brother  Charles. 

The  Rev.  John  Turley  officiated  and  burial  was 
in  the  Reister  cemetery. 


Weddings 

BAVENSCBOFT-COE 

Miss  Cinda  Ravenscroft  and  Mr.  Alan  Coe  were 
united  in  marriage  on  Saturday,  August  9,  1975. 
The  double  ring  ceremony  took  place  at  the  First 
Brethren  Church  'in  Elkhart,  Indiana  with  Pastor 
Dale  RuLon  officiating. 

Cinda  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald 
Ravenscroft  of  Elkhart,  Ind.  and  Alan  is  the  son 
of  Mrs.  Vera  Coe  of  Atlanda,  Ga.,  AJan  and  Cinda 
are  living  in  South  Lyon,  Michigan. 

Alan  is  working  for  the  Medical  Instruments 
Divi'siion  of  ithe  Hewlitt-Packard  Corporation. 


MEMBERSHIP  GROWTH 

Bryan,  Ohio — 6  by  baptism. 
Sarasota,  Florida — 3  by  baptfem 


Approximately  300  persons  attended  an  outdoor 
concert  by  'the  Messenger  Quartet  July  27th  at 
the  Vinco  Brethren  Church. 
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"A  GOLDEN  AGE  RETREAT" 


Someone,  soimewhere,  about  eleven  years  ago 
had  a  vision,  an  idea  and  a  dream  of  a  summer 
Camp  for  older  people  to  be  held  at  beautiful 
Shiipshewana  Lake  Brethren  Retreat.  The  location 
was  perfect,  the  necessary  buildings  available 
after  the  Children  Camps  were  finiished. 

The  idea  took  hold  and  was  planned  for  1964. 
Thirty  people  registered  the  first  day,  and  tihey 
loved  it  as  they  enjoyed  the  beauty  of  the  lake,  the 
fellow  ship  and  the  spiritual  food  given  by  able 
Elders.  Since  then,  this  camp,  we  call  it,  "The 
Golden  Age  Retreiat"  has  been  held  each  year  the 


last  week  in  August  or  -the  first  part  of  Sept. 
Pastors  are  in  charge  of  seeing  that  plan  are 
carried  out  and  providing  the  program,  which 
consists  of  lots  of  singing,  music  on  the  saw, 
accordian,  harmonica  and  pdano.  Many  bring  a 
poem  to  read  or  have  a  song  to  sing  also.  Bible 
study.  Inspirational  messages  from  God's  Word, 
Morning  Watch  and  Vespers,  and  we  have  Bible 
quizzes  as  well  as  games  to  play.  The  days  go  so 
fast.  It  is  a  blessed  time  together  with  Christian 
friends.  Our  God  walks  with  us,  the  Holy  Spirit 
fills  us  and  our  precious  Lord  Jesus  is  very  near. 
We  talk  of  our  preparation,  our  walk  now  and 
our  blessed  hope  according  to  His  promises. 

Rev.    William   Thomas,    Rev.    Albert   Curtright, 
Rev.  Clarence  Kindley,  Rev.  Milton  Bowman  and 
Rev.  C.  A.  Stewart  were  on  the  s.taff  this  year,  il 
Rev.  Stewart  was  unable  to  be  there  on  account  I 
of  his  wife's  illness.  It  seems  that  every  one  who  ' 
attends  once  wants  to  go  again.  We  surely  thank 
the  Pastors  for  their  fine  teaching  and  we  have 
a  warm  love  in  our  hearts  for  each  one.  Over  the 
past  eleven  years  they  have  been  such  a  blessing 
to  all  who  attend.  Please  think  about  the  Golden 
Age  Retreat  for  1976  and  start  now,  mak'ing  plans 
to  be  there  with  other  sainits  in  their  Golden  years. 
You  will  like  it  and  remember  it  as  a  happy  time. 
See  you  then. 

Lucy  L.  Anderson 

Secretary 
Route  3,  Box  197 
Howe,  Indiana    46746 
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1976— A  RED  WHITE  AND  BLUE  CONFERENCE— 1976 


The  1976  Conference  will  be  the  largest  gathering  of  Bretihren  ever  assembled 
for  this  annual  event.  Brethren  wUl  be  celebrating  200  years  of  ihlistory  and  looking 
at  future  goals  and  projects,  as  they  remember  their  Lord. 

Every  congregation  represented  is  one  of  the  major  goals  as  the  Brethren  re- 
member their  past  and  look  to  their  future  using  the  itheme:  HERITAGE  OF  HOPE. 

Check  tliese  ideas:  historical  displays  and  dramas,  men  and  women  in  period 
costumes,  tent  meeting  preaching,  circuit-riding  preaching,  Bible  study  gatherings, 
love  feast  and  communion,  band  music,  roving  musicians,  creative  worship  services, 
business  meetings  and  celebration  services  coneentrauted  irbto  5  days,  rooms  fuU  of 
displays  remembering  the  past  and  projecting  the  future,  and  on  amd  on  and  on. 

You  will  be  hearing  more  a/bout  your  part. 

Write  your  ideas  and  questions  to: 

BRETHREN  BICENTENNIAL 
910  CENTER  ST. 
ASHLAND,  OHIO     44805 
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World   Religious   News 

in   Review 


WBC  SENDS  $5,000  TO  HAITI 
FOR  EMERGENCY  FEEDING 

VALLEY  FORGE,  Pa.  (EP;~The  World  ReUef 
Commission  has  sent  $5,000  to  Haiti  to  be  used 
for  emergency  feeding  iprograms  in  the  northwest 
area  of  the  country  hardest  hit  by  drought  and 
famine. 

The  Haitian  evangelical  Concile  des  Eglises 
Evangeliques  d'Haiti  will  administer  the  programs 
in  areas  where  drought  has  struck  hardest. 

Haitian  Pastor  Claude  Noel  said  the  drought  and 
hunger  are  so  severe  that  ithe  Haitian  govern- 
ment's Department  of  Foreign  and  ReUgious 
Affairs  has  requested  the  church  body  to  help 
auUeviate  ^tihe  suffering. 

CHARISMATICS  ARE  WARNED  AGAINST 
ESCAPING  INTO    SPIRITUAL  COCOON' 

MINNEAPOLIS  (EPl  —  Christian  charismatics 
were  warned  here  against  "crawUng  into  a  nice 
comfortable  spiritual  cocoon,  never  getting  their 
elbows  dirty  in  the  world." 

But  neither  should  they  "jump  on  every  social 
action  bandwagon,  only  to  find  out  later  that  the 
effort  was  a  wash-out,"  said  the  Rev.  Larry 
Christenson,  a  San  Pedro,  Calif.,  Lutheran  pastor. 

He  spoke  at  an  opening  session  of  the  Fourth 
International  Lutheran  Conference  on  the  Holy 
Spirit  sponsored  by  Lutheran  Charismatic  Re- 
newal Services,  of  which  he  lis  national  chairman. 
Sessions  of  the  five-day  conference  at  the  Minne- 
apolis Auditorium  were  expected  to  attract  more 
than  20,000  persons. 

Pastor  Christenson  said  diurch  social  action 
often  has  been  ineffective  because  it  is  "lacking 
in  prayer."  He  said  charismatic  renewal  is  based 
on  the  recoignition  that  "we  can't  budge  urDtU  the 
Holy  Spirit  comes  and  settles  down  next  to  us  and 
releases  us  into  life  in  Christ." 

SIGN  OF  THE  TIMES:  BUSINESS  SCHOOLS 
NOW  FEATURE  COURSES  IN  ETHICS 

CHICAGO  (EP)— Increasing  incidents  of  brib- 
ery, illegal  campaign  contributions  and  other 
illicit  corporate  dealings  are  forcing  many  colleges 
to  revamp  their  programs  in  business  ethics  to 
include  courses  in  ethics. 

"Most  new  businessmen  would  succumb  to  such 
activities,"  the  Rev.  Thomas  McMajOhn  told  the 
Associated  Press. 

The  ethics  professor  in  Loyola  University's 
graduate  program  of  business  added:  "When 
they're  just  starting  out,  many  wiU  do  anything  to 
get  ahead." 

Some  50  business  schools  plan  to  offer  new 
courses  in  social,  legal  and  ethical  issues  in  (Che 
fall,  a  study  conducted  by  Professor  McMajOhn 
revealed. 


'SEARCH  FOR  GOD  IN  CREATION, 
TAKES  WOMAN  ON  2,800-MILE 
HORSEBACK  RIDE 

ST.  CLOUD,  Minn.  (EPJ— A  30-year-oM  Iowa 
woman,  who  is  combining  her  "search  for  God  in 
creation"  with  the  hope  that  her  efforts  will  cul- 
tivate in  others  a  greater  respect  for  life  and  the 
environment,  is  part  way  along  her  2,800-mile 
horseback  ride  from  Winnipeg  to  New  Orleans. 

Taking  the  Great  River  Road  along  the 
Mississippi,  Mary  Ellen  Ekelberg  of  Clinton,  Iowa, 
is  making  the  six-month  trek  aboard  her  siix-year- 
old  pure-bred  Arabian  gelding,  Amigo,  primarily 
as  "a  way  of  seeking  the  truth,  about  myself  and 
about  the  places  along  the  route.  ..." 

Spiritually,  she  said  in  an  interview  with  the 
St.  Cloud  Visitor,  "I  want  to  awaken  people  to  the 
religious  heritage  and  the  contribution  of  the 
early  missionaries,  as  well  as  the  contributions  of 
the  religious  houses  today  in  building  parish  and 
civic  communities." 


TEEN-AGE  SUICIDES  RISE 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.  (EP)— Victims  of  sui- 
cides formerly  tended  to  be  successful  buit  over- 
burdened middle-aged  businessmen,  but  in  recent 
years  the  victim  is  more  likely  to  be  a  teen-aged 
youngster. 

This  is  the  observation  of  the  Rev.  Jack  Price, 
chaplain  of  the  Albuquerque  police  department. 

At  a  national  meeting  of  the  International  Con- 
ference of  PoUce  Chaplains  Price  found  that  20 
fellow  chaplains  from  the  U.S.  and  Canada  are 
facing  an  increasing  number  of  youthful  suicides. 

"We  actually  had  an  11-year-old  kill  herself," 
said  a  chaplain  from  Rockford,  lU.  The  Rev. 
Charles  Massey,  who  works  with  the  Royal 
Canadian  Mounted  Police,  reported  seeing  "more 
of  these  cases  than  I  care  to  think  about." 

Suicide  has  become  the  third  highest  cause  of 
death  among  young  people  aged  15  to  24. 


SMOKING  'MOST  UNNECESSARY' 
CAUSE  OF  U.S.  ILLNESS 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)— A  federal  govern- 
ment report  on  cigaret  smoking  was  characterized 
here  as  confirming  that  smoking  "remains  the 
largest  single  unnecessary  cause  of  illness  and 
early  death"  and  Congress  was  urged  to  halt  the 
manufacture  of  high-tar  and  hig'h-nicotine  cigarets. 

In  issuing  its  ninth  annual  report  on  smoking 
and  health,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Health,  Edu- 
cation and  Welfare  summarized  current  research 
in  "involuntary  smoking,"  the  effects  of  smoking 
on  non-smokers. 
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'FAlvnNE  PREVENTION'  BILL 
HAS  95  CO-SPONSORS 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)— An  amenidment 
providing  land-grant  and  O'iher  eligible  univer- 
sities with  resources  to  establish  educational  and 
extension  facilities  in  food-deficit  areas  of  the 
world  has  been  approved  by  the  House  Interna- 
tional Relations  Committee. 

With  95  co-sponsors  in  its  original  form,  the 
"Famine  Prevention  Amendment"  to  the  Foreign 
Aissisitance  Act  had  been  introduced  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  by  Rep.  Paul  Findley  (R-Ill.), 
(third-ranking  on  both  the  International  Relations 
and  Agriculture  Committees  in  the  House. 

He  called  the  committee  action  "the  first  pos- 
itive response  by  Congress  to  the  Rome  Food 
Conference,"  adding:  "This  amendment  can  put 
an  end  to  famine  worldwide  by  helping  developing 
countries  build  their  own  effective  and  durable 
means  of  improving  food  produotion." 

ALCOHOLISIVI  IN  SIXTH  GRADERS 
IS  CALLED  "LION 
OUTSIDE  THE  DOOR' 

DENVER,  Colo.  (EP) — Society  is  ignoring  many 
lions  outside  the  door,  a  school  teacher  and  coor- 
dinator of  family  living  and  di'Ug  education  warned 
here,  and  one  of  ithem  is  alcoholism  among  ele- 
menitary  students. 

Donald  E.  Shaw  addressed  a  three-hour  work- 
shop on  youthful  alcoholism  for  school  counselors. 
The  Jefferson  county  teacher  and  counselor  told 
his  listeners  that  in  each  case  of  juvenile  alco- 
holism the  pattern  was  the  same.  Boith  parents 
worked  and  left  for  work  before  the  child  left  for 
sdhool.  In  each  case,  the  child  decided  to  dniak  his 
breakfast. 

When  a  lion  walks  through  your  door,  Mr.  Shaw 
said,  you  adjust  by  running,  because  that's  more 
im«portant  than  anything  else  you're  thinking 
albout  at  the  moment. 

Buit  however  complex  the  prdblem,  it  must  be 
faced  before  it  overwhelms  the  schools,  he  said. 

'PRO-LIFE'  TASK  FORCE  FORMED 
TO  MOBILIZE  PROTESTANT  WOMEN 

MONTREAT,  N.C.  (EP)— A  task  force  to  mo- 
bilize Protestant  women  "in  defense  of  life"  was 
announced  here  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Bell  Graham,  wife 
of  evangelist  Billy  Graham,  and  two  other  lay- 
women. 

They  were  among  25  Protestant  leaders  who 
took  part  in  a  two-day  meeting  at  the  headquoi'- 
tens  of  the  Billy  Graham  Evangelistic  Association 
to  plan  strategy  to  chanige  the  situation  created 
by  tlhe  U.S.  Supreme  Court's  1973  abortion  rulings. 

Mrs.  Judy  Fink,  a  Baptist  who  has  been  active 
in  the  "pro-life"  movement  since  1969,  said  that 
many  Protestant  clergy  send  pregnant  girls  to 
"abortion  counseling  services"  because  this  offers 
them  "an  easy  way  out"  of  the  challenge  of  pro- 
viding a  better  alternative. 

"It  is  essential,"  she  declared,  "for  Proitestanjt 
women  to  become  active  in  defense  of  life  and  of 
the  dignity  of  women,  which  is  destroyed  by  ithe 
ethos  of  mass  abortions." 

Mrs.  Fink,  Mrs.  Graham  and  Mrs.  Jean  Garton, 
a  Missouri  Synod  Lutheran,  are  organizing  the 
task  force  of  Protestant  women. 


PETITION  TO  PUT  FREEZE  ON 
FCC  APPLICATIONS  REJECTED 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)— The  Federal  Com- 
munications Commission  has  rejected  a  petition 
that  it  put  a  freeze  on  applications  by  religiously- 
affUiated  groups  to  secure  FM  and  television  edu- 
cational channels. 

In  its  unanimous  decision,  the  FCC  declared 
that  any  "religiously  affiliated  educational  organ- 
ization .  .  .  may  became  an  educationai  broadcast 
licensee." 

Jeremy  D.  Lansman  and  Lorenzo  W.  Milam,  pri- 
vate broadcast  consultants  from  Los  Gatos,  Calif., 
filed  the  petition  last  December.  They  said  they 
were  not  making  a  "blanket  condemnation"  of 
religious  broadcasters,  but  only  those  who  shut  out 
other  views  with  "24  hO'Urs  of  proselytization." 

At  the  January  convention  of  the  National  Rehg- 
ious  Broadcasters,  a  campaign  against  the  petition 
was  launched.  The  FCC  subsequently  received 
700,000  letters  on  the  issue,  almost  all  opposing 
the  petition.  Previously  the  most  letters  received 
on  a  single  issue  was  100,000,  in  relation  to  hear- 
ings on  whether  to  limit  advertising  on  children's 
programming. 

However,  Ashton  Hardy,  FCC  general  coiunsel, 
denied  that  the  vast  outpouring  of  letters  influ- 
enced the  decision. 

"Policies  can't  be  dictated  by  public  outpourings 
of  opinion,"  he  said.  "The  coimmission  has  to  go 
by  the  law.  It  sometimes  is  difficult  to  decide,  but 

1  think  this  decision  is  in  the  public  interest." 
From  the  Morristown,  N.J.,  headquarters  of  the 

National  Religious  Broadcasters,  Dr.  Ben  Arm- 
strong, executive  secretary,  termed  the  decision 
a  "clear  victory  for  religious  broadcasting,  es- 
pecially as  represented  on  the  educational  band 
on  both  FM  and  TV." 

82,258  POUNDS  OF  HIGH-PROTEIN  | 

FOOD  REACHES  INDIA 

GLENDALE,  Calif.  (EP)— An  emergency  ship- 
ment totaling  82,258  pounds  of  food  has  reached 
Calcutta,  dispatched  by  Food  for  the  Hungry  for 
distribution  through  various  Christian  agencies  as 
well  as  under  the  direct  auspices  of  the  Glendale 
( Calif .) -based  assiisitance  agency. 

"At  Calcutta's  present  rate  of  growth,  "Food 
for  the  Hungry  President  Larry  Ward  paints  out, 
"the  city  will  have  an  incredible  population  total 
of  more  than  60  million  hungry  people  by  the  turn 
oif  the  century." 

The  projection  takes  into  account  the  births  plus 
the  rural  migration  minus  deaths. 

"This  is  mind-boggling,"  Dr.  Ward  added,  "and 
means  we  must  put  major  emphasis  on  long-range 
self-ihelp  programs  such  as  rooftop  gardens  and 
other  innovative  urban  agriculture  programs." 

WITNESSES'  MEMBERSHIP  NOW  TOPS 

2  MILLION  THROUGHOUT  THE  WORLD 

LONDON  (EP)— There  are  now  more  than  2 
million  Jehovah's  Witnesses  in  the  world  and 
the  movement  is  regularly  gaining  strength  in 
Britain,  according  to  data  released  here. 

One  official  said  recruitment  was  booming  par- 
ticularly in  Spain  and  Italy.  The  world-wide  in- 
crease in  converts  last  year  was  claimed  to  be 
over  50  per  cent.  In  Britain  it  increased  by  10 
per  cent  last  year. 
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CHURCH  MEMBERSHIP  DOWN 
BECAUSE  FAITH  IS  NOT 
PRIORITY,  SCHOLARS  NOTE 

NEW  YORK  (EP) — Churoh  membership  and 
partioipation  have  slumped  during  the  past  decade 
because  churches  :have  not  concentrated  on  their 
prime  task:  nurturing  faith,  according  to  AP 
Religion  Writer  George  W.  Cornell. 

Quoting  a  group  oif  churoh  scholars,  Cornell  said 
churches  have  tended  to  stress  workimg  for  social 
betterment  rather  ithan  on  insitilling  religious 
premises,  thereby  faalirag  to  energize  church  life. 

"K  churches  simply  join  secular  forces  in  good 
causes,  such  as  struggles  for  social  justice,  with- 
out fueling  the  religious  roots  of  it,  the  church 
is  "committinig  institutional  suicide,"  notes  tlhe 
Rev.  John  Neuhaus  of  Brooklyn,  a  Lutheran. 

The  health  of  the  churches,  Neuhaus  added,  re- 
quires ithat  ithey  be  "distinctive  enough  to  warrant 
real  gut  commitment"  by  deepening  awareness  of 
ultimate  values  and  purpose.  Without  that,  he 
said,  churches  lose  their  vitalizing  core. 

WYCLIFFE  REMINDS  OF  BIBLE 
TRANSLATION  DAY  SEPT.  30 

HUNTINGTON  BEACH,  CaHf.  tEP)— Wychffe 
Bible  Translators  is  distributing  book  markers 
reminding  people  of  Bible  Translation  Day,  Sept. 
30. 

The  markers  are  designed  also  to  remind  people 
that  not  all  the  world  can  read  an  English  Bible. 

The  agency  currently  works  in  more  than  600 
of  the  world's  minority  language  groups.  Sept  30 
was  chosen  in  honor  of  Jerome,  an  early  Euro- 
pean Bible  scholar,  Who  (translated  Scriptures  from 
original  languages  to  the  Latin  spoken  in  his  era. 
He  died  on  that  date  in  420  A.D.  The  anniversary 
of  his  death  was  declared  Bible  Translation  Day 
by  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress  in  1967. 
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CHEEP  ADVICE 


Most  folks  are  lonely  because  they  buUd  walls 
instead  of  bridges. 


Wear  your  learning  like  your  watch;  in  a  private 
pocket.  And  do  not  pull  it  out,  merely  to  show 
that  you  have  one. 

— ^Chesterfield 


Only  some  of  us  leam  by  other  people's  mis- 
takes,— ^the  rest  of  us  have  to  be  the  other  people. 


"It  is  a  sure  sign  that  when  men  or  motors  al- 
ways knock  there's  lack  of  powder  in  their  blocks." 
Manteca,  California  Bulletin 


Many  wives  are  traveling  the  road  to  success, 
pushing  their  husbands  ahead  of  them. 


In   order  to   be  a  good   sport,   somietimes  you 
have  to  lose  to  prove  it. 
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NOTES  and  COMMENTS 


This  issue  conitains  very  imporfcanit  sitatements 
by  tthe  administraition  of  AsMand  College  re- 
emphasizing  the  relartiionslhip  between  the  educa- 
tional tostitution  and  The  Brethren  Church. 

Most  encouraging  aire  the  remarks  by  Dr. 
Clayton  and  Dr.  Sweigen  in  regard  to  tihe  programs 
planned  and  the  report  on  ithe  current  enrollment 
of  'the  (College. 

These  ^articles  are  tihe  second  seotion  of  the 
Eduoational  Day  Emphasiis  and  vitally  concern 
themselves  with  the  mutual  interests  of  Asihland 
College  and  the  Brethren  Church. 


Have  you  been  feeling  kind  of  low  lately?  Has 
the  hasisle  Otf  running  a  houseihoid  or  trying  tc 
hurdle  the  inflationary  barbed  wire  fences  popping 
up  all  over  the  place  in  earning  a  Uveilihood  beer 
driving  you  up  a  wall? 

Are  you  fed  up  with  the  shenaniganis  of  .poiitios 
anid  local  government?  Are  you  hurt  because  a 
Iriend  or  some  neighbor  unwittingly  hurt  you  ir 
some  way?  If  any  of  these  questions  can  be  an^ 
swered  in  the  affirmative  then  it  is  suggested  thait 
you  turn  to  page  16  of  this  issue  and  read  Part  11 
of  Gwen's  Diary  of  Escape.  There  is  little  doubt 
that  after  doing  so  all  our  so-called  gigantic,  unsur- 
mountable  problems  wiiU  be  as  insignificant  as  lasit 
winter's  snow.  It  might  also  be  well  to  pay  special 
attention  to  the  last  pontion  of  the  article  in  wMoh 
Gwen's  views  of  our  country  are  presented. 


A  series  of  articles  is  planned  for  publication 
in  forthcoming  issues  dealing  with  Church  Fin- 
ances, ithe  ifirst  being  found  on  page  8  of  this  issue. 
It  is  ihoped  that  these  artiioles  will  benefit  boith 
large  and  small  congregations  in  a  veiy  important 
phase  of  the  operational  functioning  of  congre- 
gational business. 


Another  interesiting  pihase  of  the  hiistoary  of 
the  Brethren  Oiuroh  can  be  found  on  page  27 
Which  refers  to  the  Solingen  Brethren  of  the  early 
Brethren  ChunSh. 
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CHRISTIANS— Who  Are  They? 


Recently  I  received  a  traot  entitled:  "What  Is 
A  Christian?"  The  first  paragraph  of  the  tract 
read  thus:  "A  Christian  is  just  about  like  every- 
body else  in  ocoupation,  wealth,  dress,  color,  na- 
tionality, euid  interests.  About  800  million  persons 
among  the  four  'billion  on  earth  say  they  are 
Christians — ^one  out  of  eveiry  five." 

That  leaves  four  out  of  every  five  that  can  say 
they  are  not  Christian.  That  is  a  pretty  big  market 
open  for  the  selllnig  of  Clmisitianity,  right?  It  also 
means  th-at  a  large  personnel  of  salespeople  will 
be  required  to  do  the  selling. 

Perhaps  we  'might  evaluate  the  qualifications 
of  scMne  of  these  800  miUion  po'teintial  salespersons. 
Therefore,  the  title  of  this  editoiTial:  CHRISTIANS 
—Who  Are  They? 

Some  of  them  could  be  weaning  the  mantle  they 
selected  for  themselves  as  they  chose  to  be  their 
profession,  members  of  the  clergy,  but  are  not 
really  adlhering  to  the  Book  of  'Dtfe  either  in  their 
pastoral  leadership  or  perhaps  in  some  cases, 
their  own  lives. 

Could  there  be  some  who  in  their  occupations, 
perhaps  as  leaders  in  'industry  or  education  or 
government  or  what^have-you  demand  the  utmost 
from  their  peoiple  in  the  manner  of  stewardship 
of  their  time  and  'talents  pertaining  to  their  pro- 
fession? Yet,  when  it  comes  to  stewardship  accord- 
ing to  the  Lord's  standards  consider  it  a  different 
bal'^game. 

Is  it  possible?  no  it  couldn't  be — ^^that  some  of 
thiis  group  may  exipress  all  kinds  of  concern  and 
sympathy  for  the  needy  amd  the  hungry  and  the 
oppressed  but  wihen  it  comes  to  -diiggLng  into  the 
billfolld  for  some  practical  concern,  as'Suime  the 
"Sorry,  I  gave  at  the  office"  attitude. 

Also  it  just  could  not  be  possiible  for  someone 
in  this  group  of  800  million  to  champ  at  the  hit 
while  waiting  for  the  first  opportunity  to  pass 
along  a  juicy  bit  of  gossip.  "After  all,  it's  w'hat 
they  all  say,  isn't  it?" 

And  then  too,  at  rea;lly  isn't  the  duty  of  800 
miUlon  Christians  to  become  involved  in  what  goes 
o'n  in  .government.  Are  we  not  told  that  there  is 
to  be  sepEiration  between  cihurch  and  state?  So, 
corruption  spiawns  an'd  thrives  in  government. 
What  can  'they  do  about  it?  M-en  in  government 
have  their  own  proiblems  to  solve  wiithout  listening 
to  or  'reading  letters  of  prO'test  or  O'pinions  on 
certain  issues. 

N'OW  then,  industry  blames  labor;  labor  accuses 
management;  both  blame  political  interference; 
consumer  blames  the  farmer;  tiie  farmer  defends 
himself  With  his  reasons;  but  who  is  right  or 
wh'O  is  wrong  does  not  involve  the  Ohris.tian.  He 
does  not  'belong  to  any  'Of  these  categorie's.  So  if 


the  economy  of  the  nation  travels  down  a  highway 
that  resembles  a  tangled  ball  of  string,  it's  nO't 
his   fault.    H-m-m-m-m. 

Amidst  all  this  dissention  and  turmoil  that  is 
going  on  outside  the  confines  of  Chrisitianity, 
there  is  a  very  strange  phenomenon  happening 
within.  Some  very  siimilar  conditions  seem  to  be 
present  within  the  walls  of  Christianity  that  exist 
without  even  to  the  extent  that  denominations 
have  experienced  division  among  their  rauitos. 
Seminaries  are  closing  their  doors  in  some,  threats 
to  merger  with  other  groups  are  made  and  some- 
times carried  out.  The  Holy  Word  of  God  is  being 
blasphemed  by  certain  groups  who  wish  to  estab- 
lish their  own  churohes  or  belong  'to  others,  olaim- 
ing  it  perfectly  honorable  to  be  living  in  a  manner 
wihich  so  disgusted  God  that  He  at  one  time  oblit- 
erated two  cities  for  that  kind  of  existence.  Even 
so,  the  trend  is  upward  instead  of  bein'g  cast  out. 

Coul'd  it  be  that  such  conditions  are  intolerable 
in  the  world  of  fo'ur  bUlioin  non-Christians,  yet,  a 
natural  trait  in  the  world  of  800  million  Christians? 

It  is  said  that  the  best  sales  personnel  are  those 
that  believe  in  their  product.  If  you  claim  to  'be  a 
memiber  of  that  large  sales  staff  of  800  milMon, 
how  well  do  you  know  your  product?  Depression, 
Recession,  Inflationary  problems  of  our  economy, 
call  it  what  you  wUl.  There  is  no  such  'thing  as 
unemployment  in  the  ranks  of  Ch'ristiamty  for  a 
sales  foiroe  that  knowis  its  product,  believes  in  it, 
and  is  willing  to  use  it  himself  ibef  ore  he  presents 
it  to  the  world  market.  By  the  way,  the  pay  is 
fantastic!    (And  tax  free).     (G.S.) 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Christian  Growth  at 
Ashland  College 


by  Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayfon 
President*,  Ashland  College 


Ashland  College  is  a  four-year  liberal  arts  coUege 
with  careful  attenition  to  specialized  training  for 
a  career  of  the  student's  choice.  The  College  has 
won  the  respect  of  sister  colleges  and  accrediting 
agencies  throughout  the  oountry. 

Christian  emphasis  and  respect  for  the  church 
remain  important  and  vital  objeatives  of  Ashland 
College.  A  long-range  plan  for  future  developmenit 
of  the  College  continues  'this  otojecitive  into  the 
future. 

Activiites  of  all  kinds,  boitih  social  and  educa- 
tional, are  led  by  students  and  mianaged  by  them 
with  (the  assistance  of  faculty  and  administration. 
Thus,  Bible  study,  discussions,  dialogues,  rallies 
and  other  activities  take  place  on  campus  at  varied 
times  and  often  in  unusual  places.  Wherever  stu- 
dents arrange  to  convene. 

The  camipus  ministry  program  attempts  to 
assist,  inspire  and  coordinate  these  activities.  It 


is  an  exciting  and  worthwhile  work  which  bears 
fruit  in  young  lives  and  develops  leadership  for 
more  effective  lay  and  ministerial  service  as  they 
grow  in  the  service  of  the  Lord. 

Brother   Don   Snell   will   bring   to   the   campus 
ministry  a  strong  Christian  witness  coupled  with 
experience  and  desire  to  make  it  succeed.  Thanks 
to   him   and   the  support  of  Brethren  leadership  , 
and  backed  by  action  of  General  Conference,  thei 
current  year  at  Ashland  CoUege  has  great  piromise.  ■ 

Financial  support  is  seriously  needed  to  under- 
write the  cost  of  this  campus  ministry.  The  Edu- 
cational Day  Offering  is  needed  for  general  assis- 
tance of  the  college  and  for  situdent  financial  aid 
for  Brethren  students.  We  ask  generous  giving 
this  year  for  this  purpose  and  an  additional  effort 
earmarked  specially  for  the  campus  ministry. 
The  result  wUl  be  increased  interest  of  young 
people  in  Christian  service  and  nnore  capaible  lay^ 
leadership  for  the  church  in  the  years  ahead. 


The  Campus  Ministry 
Program 


In  a  significant  move  forward  on  faith  the 
General  Conference  approved  a  motion  to  support 
a  icampus  ministry  proigram  for  Ashland  College. 
Specifically,  the  motion  provides  for  "the  forma- 
tion of  an  advisory  council  to  work  in  cooparation 
with  the  administration  of  the  college,  such  council 
to  be  composed  of  the  executive  secretaries  of  the 
four  cooperating  boards  of  General  Conference 
(Benevolent,  Christian  Education,  Missionary  and 
Publication)  and  the  Executive  Secretary  of  Cen- 
tra:l  Council  with  the  President  of  Ashland  College 
as  ex  officio  member.  The  duties  of  this  council 
£(hall  include  recommendation  of  a  suiitable  person 
or  persons  to  the  President  of  Ashland  College 
for  the  direction  of  this  campus  ministry  and  a 
close  working  relationship  with  the  President  and 
the  Religious  Interests  Committee  fof  the  Faculty) . 
This  council  shall  be  authorized  to  collect,  hold, 
and  disburse  monies  for  the  payment  of  the  ser- 
vices and  expenses  of  tWs  miiniistry." 


This  move  represents  a  tangible  support  for  a 
program  which  is  needed  and  which  brings  the 
desires  of  the  Brethren  Church  and  of  Asihland 
College  into  a  close  and  constructive  relationship 
which  is  at  once  spiritually  effective  and  education- 
ally sound.  It  is  a  gesture  of  faith  which  is  wel- 
comed by  Ashland  College  and  will  go  far  toward 
the  training  of  bath  lay  and  ministerial  leaders  for 
Christian   service   and   leadership  in  the   church. 

At  this  writing  the  Advisory  Council  ihas  met 
and  organized.  Because  of  limited  funds  the  interim 
position  wiU  be  pamt^time  and  carry  only  part  of 
the  total  responsibilities  planned  for  the  ultimate 
full-time  post. 

Prayerful  and  careful  consideration  was  given 
to  several  candidates  involving  both  the  Advisory 
Committee  and  the  Relig'ious  Interests  Connmittee. 
I  am  pleased  to  report  that  Donald  Snell  has  ac- 
cepted the  part-time  position  and  ;is  beginning  his 
work.    Brottiiefr  Sneilil  has  experience  in  campus 


October  4,  1974 


Page  Five 


work,  [is  ifamiLiar  with  ithe  needs  and  interests  of 
the  Brethren  Church,  and  is  no  stranger  to  the 
campus  of  Ashland  CoUege.  He  is  beginning  his 
work  as  a  student  at  the  Ashland  Theologiccd  Sem- 
inary and  will  direct  the  cooirdination  and  develop- 
ment of  Christian  work  on  ^the  campus. 

That  work  includes  a  wide  variety  of  Christian 
aotivity  aimed  at  encouraginig  personal  growth 
and  group  proiblems  among  the  students.  Student 
leadership  is  already  enthusiastic,  as  we  aU  are, 
about  the  poitential  of  this  ministry  and  we  look 
forward  to  its  growth  into  effective  counseUing 
and  meaningful  service. 

The  endorsement  of  the  campus  ministry  by 
act  of  General  Conference  is  a  milestone  in  the 
long  and  positive  relationsihip  between  the  Brethren 
Church  and  Ashland  College.  Broither  Snell  Will 
work  closely  with  the  Faculty  through  the  ReUg- 


ious  Interesits  Commiiittee  and  be  directly  respon- 
sible to  the  President  of  the  CoUege.  He  will  co- 
ordinate many  activities  already  existing  such  as 
rallies,  Bible  studies,  dialogues  and  special  ses- 
sions and  will  be  free  to  add  others.  He  is  well 
quaUfied  and  wHUng  to  lead  and  work.  He  will 
have  the  prayerful  support  of  Christians  on 
campus  as  well  as  that  of  leaders  from  the  com- 
munity along  with  the  full  backing  of  the  Brethren 
leaders  in  Ashland  and  throughout  the  Brethren 
Church. 

While  the  Educational  Day  Offering  is  intended 
to  support  the  college  educational  proigtrams  and 
will  be  so  used,  the  campus  ministry  is  veary  im- 
portant to  the  success  of  those  programs.  We 
therefore  ask  for  an  extra  effort  this  year  with 
additional  monies  designated  for  the  campus  min- 
istry. Any  such  designated  mioney  will  be  used  for 
this  work. 


A  Newcomer  Looks  at 
Ashland  College 


by  Dr  Donald  B.  Swegan 

Vice  President  for  College  Relations 

and  Program  Development 


At  'the  General  Coinference  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  held  alt  Ashiland  College  on  August  11-17, 
1975,  I  had  occasion  to  speak  to  the  delegates  on 
my  impressions,  as  a  newcomer,  of  the  College 
and  its  relationship  to  the  Brethren  Church.  I 
would  like  to  sihare  soime  of  those  thoug'hts  with 
you  through  this  Newsletter. 

After  just  three  months  at  Ashland  CoUege,  I 
am  much  impressed  with  what  I  see  and  have 
experienced.  The  people  here  are  friendly  and 
concerned  about  others.  The  CoUege's  theme  of 
"AC'cent  on  the  Individual"  is  genuinely  expressed 
through  personal  attention  and  counseling  and  in 
the  'providing  of  opportunities  for  student  involve- 
ment in  a  wide  variety  of  activities.  Communica- 
tions are  open  between  and  among  all  sectors  of 
the  College  community — students,  administrators, 
protfessors  and  trustees — and  this  gives  situdents 
assurance  that  their  protxlems  and  ideas  will  be 
heard  ajid  acted  upon  in  a  spirit  of  Christian 
concern. 


Ashland  is  a  proud  college,  one  that  cherishes 
its   heritage   and  'the  stroiriig  affiliation  with  the 
Brethren  Church.  This  'religious  emphasis  is  dem- 
onstrated in  many  ways: 
'1.    Requirement  that  all  students  have  course 
work    in    basic    Biblical    understandang    and 
appreciation  of  Christian  thought. 

2.  Activities  of  Christian  Fellowship  House  on 
campus. 

3.  Preparation  of  a  isaigmificant  number  of  stu- 
dents entering  seminary  training  and  careers 
in   religious   education. 

4.  Strong  leadership  provided  the  College  Board 
of  Trustees  by  dedicated  lay  and  ministerial 
members  for  the  Brethren  Church. 

5.  The  formal  and  'informal  Christian  outreacih 
aohivitiies,  bath  on-oampus  and  off-campus,  of 
faculty,  students,  and  admiinistirators.  This  is 
demonstrated  in  faculty  homes  throug'h 
prayer  meetings  and  Bible  study,  and  by 
concerned  counseling  and  'interaotion. 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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Most  of  my  Uindergiriaduate  college  work  and 
professional  teaching  and  administrative  experi- 
ences liave  been  obtained  in  diurch-irelated  col- 
legs.  Over  20  years  of  involvemeinit  with  such 
institutions  hjave  given  me  soane  perspective  on 
the  highly  'imipartanit  role  played  by  tihe  ohuroh- 
related  oolUege  in  our  society  to-day.  Now  I  am  at 
Ashland  and  I  am  iimpreissed  with  -the  concern 
for  values  and  the  Christian  principles  which  I 
see  exhibited  here. 

From  my  experiences  I  have  formulated  some 
personal  feelings  abouit  the  two-way  relationship 
existing  between  a  college  and  the  church  to  which 
it  is  related.  The  college  should  provide  the 
foUoWing — ■ 
— quality  ingtruation  in  the  liberal  airts  and  in 

vocational  and  pre-vocational  work 
— ^personal  attention  for  eadh  studenit 
— ^opportunities  ifor  involvement  in  many  differ- 
ent activities 
— encouragement    in    the    situdenit's    search    for 

truth  and  relevance 
— ^awareness  of  and  concern  for  our  fellow  man 
— exposure  to  a  variety  of  cultures 
— ^an  open  forum  for  a  idiscussion  of  issues 
— ^opportunities  for  developing  ,good  moiriail  and 

character  traits. 
The  above  lisit  is  iEustrative  of  ithe  experiences 
available  to  students  attending  Ashland  College. 
Many  of  these  qualities  are  present  at  because  it 
is  a  small  college,  with  opportunities  for  all,  and 
also  because  of  its  inherent  commitment  to  basic 
Ohriisitian  principles. 


What  then   Should  be  the  contribution  of   the 

Brethren  Church  in  its  two-way  relationship  with 

Ashland?  Froim  my  perspective  the  Church  should: 

— ^provide   leadership   for   the    Coiliege    through 

iproperly    constituted    chamnels,    sudh   as   the 

Trustees,  Conference  deliiberationis,  etc. 

— ^encourage    Brethren   students    to   attend    the 

College 
— ^provide  financial  support,  through  Educational 
Day    offerings    (E.D.O.),    and    by   identifyinig 
individuals    who    want    to    perpetuate    tiieir 
Christian  influence  through  gifts  to  the  Col- 
lege. There  are  many  ways  to  make  an  im- 
pact,   including    wills    or    bequests,    gifts    of 
insurance   or   property,   establishinig  of  trust 
agreements,      and      providing     of     cash     or 
securities. 
— as'sist    in    promoting    dialogue    between    the 
College  and  Ithe  Church  and  in  projecting  en- 
couragement and  support  of  'the  College. 
Remember  that  no  two-way  relationship  is  per- 
fect. Both  the  Church  and  the  College  may  make 
mistakes.  We  must  keep  our  commiunication  lines 
open   if   we   are   Individually  and   collectively  to 
survive  and  thrive. 

I  have  a  personal  ooimmitment  to  Ashland 
College  which  I  will  strive  to  honor  -by  giving  my 
very  best  through  honesty,  fair  dealing,  hard 
work,  consideration  oif  others,  and  by  trying  to 
live  a  life  that  will  be  a  good  example  to  others. 
I  believe  that  there  are  many,  many  other  people 
at  this  College  who  live  iby  the  same  set  of 
principles. 


ASHLAND  COLLEGE 
Neivs  Release 


ASHLAND — Ashland  College  has  registered  an 
increase  of  14  per  cent  in  its  1975-76  freshman 
class  but  has  seen  a  drop  in  overall  enrollment, 
according  to  Dr.  Ernest  J.  Kozma,  vice  president 
for  academic  affairs. 

The  total  enrollments  of  1,801  full-time  students 
includes  a  freshman  class  of  543,  70  students  more 
than  ilast  year's  freShman  class.  New  students, 
including  freshmen  and  transfer  students,  totcil 
643,  up  from  601  a  year  ago. 

The  current  figure,  however,  is  57  fulHime 
students  under  last  year's  starting  enrollment  of 
1,858.  There  were  465  students  graduated  in  June. 


The  student  body  includes  977  men  and  824 
women  as  full-time  students. 

Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton,  president  of  the  College, 
said,  "The  addition  of  career  orientation  to  our 
liberal  arts  programs  as  AsMiand  College  is  the 
main  ireason  we  have  increased  our  freshman 
enrollmienit. 

"Though  our  total  enrollment  is  down  from  1974- 
75,  there  is  an  encouraging  side  to  the  enrollment. 
We  are  quite  optimistic  that  further  program 
development  will  continue  to  briiig  an  increase  in 
new  students  at  Asihland  Coilleige." 
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AMERICAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY 

Neivs  Release 


NEW  YORK,  Sept.  11— On  September  15,  Dr. 
Ohafles  W.  Baas,  Dr.  Laton  E.  Holmgren,  and 
Mr.  Warner  A.  Hutchinson,  General  Officers  oif 
the  American  Bible  Society,  attended  the  Japan 
Bible  Society's  celebration  of  one  hundred  years 
of  Bible  Society  work  in  Japan.  Their  presence  at 
the  celebration  underlined  the  intimate  involve- 
ment of  the  American  Bible  Society  in  the  work 
of  preparimg  and  distribuiting  copies  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  for  the  Japanese  people  in  the  last 
100  years. 

The  service  of  thanksigiving  in  Tokyo  on 
September  15  commemorated  the  arrival  or  an 
agent  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  in 
Jajjan  lin  'the  summer  of  1875.  Since  the  exact  day 
of  his  arrival  is  unknown,  Japan's  Day  of  the 
Aged  has  been  dhosen  as  the  day  for  celetoratinig 
this  ihJisitoric  event. 

American  Bible  Society  work  in  Japan  began  a 
few  months  later,  with  the  arrival  ot  the  Rev. 
Luther  H.  Gulick  in  Yokohama  on  January  29, 
1876.  Yokohama  became  the  center  of  ABS  aotiv- 
lities  in  northern  Japan  throughouit  the  latter  part 
of  the  19th  and  the  early  part  of  the  20th  centuries. 

American  Bible  Society  initerest  in  Japan,  how- 
ever, began  17  years  earlier.  In  1859  ABS  donated 
30  Bibles  and  300  New  Tegtaments  in  English  and 
Dutch  to  Amerioajn  missionaries  be'gilnning  Chris- 
tian work  in  Japan.  Dutch  was  included  because 
some  Japanese  understood  this  lan,guage  as  a 
result  of  contact  with  Dutch  merchants.  Befo-re 
1853  only  Dutch  merchants  were  permitted  to 
carry  on  trade  with  Japan. 

Early  Bible  work  in  Japan  was  diifflicult  because 
Christianity  remained  a  proscribed  religion  for 
some  years  after  the  opening  of  Japan  to  CJhris- 
tian  missionaries  to  1859.  Japanese  nationals  risked 
social  disabilities  and  death  by  cooperating  with 
missionaries  in  Bible  translation  and  publication. 

The  (first  translation  of  the  New  Testament  dn. 
Japanese  was  published  in  1879  in  Yokohama.  It 
was  the  product  of  two  American  Baptist  rnissiion- 
aries,  Jonathan  Gable  and  Nathan  Brown.  Goble's 
initerest  in  evangelizing  Japan  sprang  from  his  ser- 
ving as  a  marine  in  Commodore  Perry's  expedition 
dn  1853  that  opened  Japan  to  contact  with  the 
Western  world. 

In  1880  the  American  Bible  Socieity  published  a 
translation  of  the  New  Testament  in  classical 
Japanese  prepared  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Hepburn  and  a 
'group  of  colleagues  represenrting  all  the  Protestant 
misslions  in  Japan.  A  revision  -of  itihis  New  Testa- 
ment and  a  :trans'lation  of  ithe  Old  Testament  com- 
pleted in  1887  compose  the  Motoyaku  or  "Standard 
Version"  whose  prestige  in  Japanese  churcheis  is 
ooimparabile  to  that  of  the  King  Jamies  Version  in 
the  Englisih-speaking  world. 

The  Japan  Bible  Society  was  es'taibllsihed  in 
1938  by  the  luslion  into  one  national  society'  of 
the  efforts  whiich  the  BritSish  land  Poreign  Bible 
Society,  the  Natioinal  Bible  Society  of  Scotland, 
and  the  American  Bible  Cooiety  had  carried  on 
up  to  that  time  in  different  parts  of  Japan.  The 
new  Bible  Society's  headquarters  was  a  plendid 


Bible  House  which  the  American  Bible  Society  had 
built  in  Tokyo's  Ginza  district. 

World  War  II  crippled  the  new  Society's  opera- 
tions and  a  fire  bomb  guitted  the  Bible  House  in 
early  1945.  Large  stocks  of  ScrliptU'res  were  de- 
stroyed at  that  time.  Following  the  wiar,  however, 
the  American  Bible  Sooiety  provided  extensive 
help  m  revitalizing  Bible  Society  work  in  Japan. 
Besides  finanaial  assistance,  the  American  Bible 
Society  also  donated  almost  2  Vz  million  Scriptures, 
mainly  Bibles  and  New  Testaments,  for  distribu- 
tion to  the  Japanese.  Interest  in  'the  Bible  was  so 
inten'Se  that  the  Japan  Bible  Society  -distributed 
more  than  12  million  copies  of  the  Scriptures  be- 
tween 1945  and  1951. 

The  Japan  Bible  Sooiety,  the  American  Bible 
Sooiety,  and  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
eadh  provided  one-third  of  the  funds  Which  sup- 
ported a  new  translation  of  the  Bible  into  collo- 
quial Japanese.  Published  in  1955,  this  kogrotai 
version  was  the  first  transilation  completed  by  a 
team  consisiting  of  all  Japanese  scholars. 

In  1969  the  Japan  Bible  Sooiety  became  a  self- 
supporting  society  within  the  international  fellow- 
ship of  the  United  Bible  Societies.  At  that  time, 
'the  Rev.  Thomas  S.  Miyauchi,  then  General  Secre- 
tary of  the  Japan  Bible  Sooiety,  wrote  the  officers 
of  the  American  Bible  Society:  "The  work  of  the 
Bible  cause  in  our  country  has  been  supported 
by  the  patient  support  and  leaderslhip  of  the  two 
mother  Societies  of  the  EPBS  and  your  ABS  for 
almost  one  -century.  We  owe  everything  to  you." 

The  Japan  Bible  Society  lis  ipresentily  one  of  16 
Bible  Sooieties  who  icontribute  to  the  UBS  World 
Service  Budget,  which  subsidizes  Scripture  itrans- 
lation,  production,  and  distribution  in  coxmtrdes 
where  local  support  cannot  bear  the  total  cost. 

Apart  fro-m  the  war  years  disitributlon  of  the 
Scriptures  in  Japan  has  steadily  increased  since 
1916.  Distribution  'by  the  Japan  BiJble  Society 
in  1974  totaled  more  than  6,270,000,  a  figure 
Which  includes  235,000  Bibles  .and  803,000  New 
Testaments. 
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Mr.  Manfred  Hoick,  Jr.  is  well  known  in 
the  area  of  church  finance  and  particularly 
as  it  relates  to  pastors.  He  is  the  editor  of 
CHURCH  AND  CLERGY  FINANCE,  a  bi- 
iveekhj  financial  neivsletter  for  clergy,  and 
ptiblisher  of  THE  CLERGY  JOURNAL,  a 
publication  of  CHURCH  MANAGEMENT, 
INC.  Beginning  with  this  issue  of  THE 
BRETHREN  EVANGELIST  we  will  be 
carrying  a  monthly  syndicated  column  by 
Mr.  Hoick.  Not  all  of  the  ideas  expressed 
by  the  author  may  be  applicable  to  your 
church  but  his  comments  should  be  thought 
provoking  for  all  of  us. 

During  the  consideration  concerning  the 
possibility  of  carrying  this  column,  we  were 
greatly  encouraged  by  a  number  of  the  Indi- 
ana laymen  as  they  expressed  their  interest 
in  the  subject.  We  tvould  appreciate  your 
comments.  The  publication  of  this  column 
does  not  necessamly  indicate  endorsement  of 
the  opinions  expressed,  by  The  Brethren 
Church,  The  Brethren  Publishing  Cornqxiny 
or  Board,  or  the  editorial  staff. 


How  is  Your  Pastor  Paid? 

Whsit  you  pay  your  pastor  includes  redinibuiise- 
ments,  benefits,  and  salary.  But  it  may  not  all 
be  co<mpensation. 

Look  at  those  reimbursements  for  professional 
expenses,  for  example.  They  are  not  really  all  pay 
or  salary  or  even  campensaCion,  even  thougJi  :tihat 
is  certainily  pant  of  wlhat  you  pay.  Re'imbursement 
is  a  cost  for  ministry,  to  be  sure,  buit  it  is  not 
compensation.  It  includes  car  expenses,  books, 
dues,  and  professional  supplies. 

And  how  you  pay  that  reimbursement  can  also 
make  a  difference  in  take  home  pay.  For  example, 
your  pastor's  take  home  pay  can  be  affected  by 
the  way  you  pay  reimbursements  for  car  expenses. 
The  best  plan  is  to  offer  a  church-owned  or  leased 
vehicle.  Then  you  know  your  cost  and  are  doing 
wlhat  any  good  employer  does — ^providing  your 
pastor  with  the  necessary  equipment  to  get  a  job 
done.  Furthermore,  the  pastor  doesn'it  have  to 
bather  with  allowances  or  expenses  on  a  tax  re- 
turn. And  all  costs  are  reimbursed. 

A  cents^per-mile  allowance  offers  a  satisfactory 
substitute,  if  it  is  high  enough.  Anything  less  than 
150  a  mile  is  inadequate  today.  If  you  must,  a  fixed 
dollar  monthly  amount  will  do  instead.  But  -that's 
not  really  fair  for  you  or  your  pastor.  'If  you  pay 
an  allowance  of  $200  a  mjotnth,  for  example,  regard- 
less of  how  much  your  pastor  drives,  than  you 
are  paying  too  mudi  when  only  a  few  miles  are 
driven,  not  enoug'h  When  a  wthcje  lot  of  miles  are 
driven.  Expenses  which  exceed  the  allowance  are 
deductible;  unused  aJlowamce  is  taxable. 
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Of  course,  the  benefits  you  pay  your  paisrtxH- — 
pension,  health  insurance,  housing  aHowance,  etc. 
— ^are  comj>ensation.  How  you  j>ay  them  can  also 
make  a  difference  in  take  home  pay  and  cost  to 
your  congregation,  too. 

For  example:  If  you  pay  a  rental  allowajnce 
rather  than  providing  the  free  use  of  a  church 
owned  home,  you  wiU  help  your  pastor  most  by 
agreeing  on  total  pay — salary  and  allowance — and 
then  letting  the  pastor  decide  how  much  of  that 
total  amount  can  be  useful  for  housing. 

To  the  extent  that  that  allowance  is  used,  it 
may  be  excluded  from  taxable  income  by  youi 
pastor.  The  more  allowance  (within  Umits  pre- 
scribed by  the  Internal  Revenue  Service)  the  more 
potential  exclusion.  And  it  doesn't  cost  your  con- 
gregation anything  more  that  way  either,  yet  it 
could  boost  take  home  pay  considerably. 

Another  example:  A  Social  Security  allowance  is 
one  way  to  boost  pay,  improve  benefits,  and  share 
in  the  responsibility  Which  all  employers  incur  for 
sudh  tax.  By  law  your  congregation  cannot  pay  the 
tax,  'but  it  certainly  can  ofer  an  allowance  that 
wiiU  help  your  pastor  meet  any  tax  obligation. 
Because  pastors  pay  the  Social  Security  tax  at  the 
seilf-employment  income  rate,  their  tax  burden 
is  greater  than  for  other  employees.  An  allowance 
wUl  help  to  equalize  the  tax  burden. 

Finally,  the  salary  you  pay  is  important  too, 
of  course  it  is.  You  can  judge  a  merit  increase 
best  by  evaluating  your  pastor's  performance  and 
your  expectations  of  minfisitry  to  your  congreiga- 
tion.  Age,  experienice,  size  of  congregation  are  not 
useful  measurements  even  though  they  are  pop- 
ular criteria  because  they  are  so  easy  to  use. 
Average  pay  for  Protestant  clergy  in  1973,  includ- 
ing housing,  was  reported  at  $10,348.  Adding 
inflation  since  then  boosts  'that  pay  to  $13,894  in. 
il976. 

Making  sure  that  your  congregation  pays  equit- 
ably for  reimbursements,  benefflits  and  salary  re- 
quires a  good  hard  look  at  your  pastor's  total 
compensation.  And  a  frequent  review  is  essential 
just  to  make  sure  that  what  you  really  wanted 
to  i>ay  is  commensorate  with  what  your  pastor 
deserves.  A  cursory  glance  is  unfair.  A  deliberate 
review  is  more  likely  to  provide  an  equitable  and 
just  result. 


""Copyright  1975  by  Manfred  Hoick,  Jr.  All 
rights  reserved.  For  additional  information 
on  this  or  other  topics  related  to  church  or 
clergy  finance,  write  to  the  author  in  care 
of  this  newspaper  or  magazine. 
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WOMEN'S  LAB 

flltfRi! 


Whoever  called  language  a  miracle  was  not 
over-evaluaitinig  tlhlis  marvel  oi  'man's  culture.  To 
be  sure,  being  able  to  Sipeak  puts  us  higher  on  the 
initellectual  scale  than  even  the  porpoise  or  other 
of  the  animal  intelligentsia;  but  examine  more 
minutely  some  of  ithe  benefits  we  reap  because  of 
our  hniguisitic  expertise. 

Have  you  ever  reflected  on  what  life  would  be 
like  wlthouit  language?  Naturally,  we  would  com- 
municate lOur  needs  and  moods  iby  signs;  but  cer- 
tainly the  finer  nuances  could  not  'be  expressed 
adequately.  Can  you  imagine  (trying  to  relate  to 
your  friend  that  you  were  "up  tight"  or  to  others 
that  you  would  Uke  to  do  a  httle  "rapping"  with 
thean?  How  would  you  tell  ithem  that  their  new 
oar  is  simply  "out  of  slight"?  Yes,  ithese  locutions 
are  a  ibit  "far  out,"  but  ithey  reflect  something 
iAexpressiible  by  mations. 

Imagine,  iboys  or  imen,  if  your  girl  friend,  whom 
you  meant  to  call  your  little  mouse  understood 
ithat  ishe  was  being  called  a  rat;  or  instead  of  your 
kitten,  she  -mterpreted  yo«ur  designation  as  a  cat. 
And  so  on,  into  oceans  of  hot  water. 

Of  course,  some  people  —  often  politicians  — 
ocoasionally  lead  us  through  a  maze  of  semantic 
smog,  to  avoid  making  any  definite  commitments. 
Their  comments  are  about  as  lucid  as  a  barrel  of 
tar;  however,  ithey  are  the  exception  In 
commuinication. 

On  ithe  more  positive  side,  remember  the  itime 
when  you  were  ismaU.  and  you  learned  of  an 
impending  tonsilleotomy.  You  became  panicky, 
prickly  all  over;  you  were  sure  your  number  was 
up.  Then  your  kiiidly  family  doctor  exp)lained  the 
simpilicity  of  the  operation,  how  mamy  other  kids 
youinigier  rthan  you  had  experienced  it,  returning 
to  school  in  three  days;  and  he  saved  until  lasit 
the  encouraging  item  thait  he  recommended  ice 
cream  for  each  meal  for  the  tonsU  patieint. 
Miraculously  a  tonsi'lleatomy  no  longer  loomed  as 
a  temifylng  nightmare — ^it  mfiig'ht  even  be  fun. 
Language  turned  ,the  tide. 

Consider  the  great  benefits  lOf  laniguage  in  the 
following  situation:  Have  you  even  spent  days, 
weeks  or  months,  working  hard  in  a  course  of 
study,  fhiaUy  ibecominig  discouraged,  tired  and 
ready  to  igive  up  the  whole  thing?  Then  an  under- 
standing professor  touched  you  on  the  shoulder 
one  day,  saying,  "If  you  continue  .as  you  have 
been  igoing,  you  will  some  day  ibe  a  great  scieinitist 
(dootor,  engineer,  author,  or  Whatever  your  goal 
miighit  be)."  Suddenly  you  weren't  tired;  your  feet 
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touched  ground  only  about  once  every  ten  yards; 
you  could  have  hcked  your  weight  in  wild  oats. 
His  words  contained  a  magic  ingredient  that  ele- 
vated you  to  the  stratosphere. 

Have  you  ever  breezed  along  the  highway,  cast- 
ing caution  to  the  winds,  feeling  like  a  high-flying 
bird?  About  that  time  you  heard  a  familiar  siren 
and  saw  a  knight  of  the  highway  with  a  red  light 
on  top  of  his  shining  steed.  He  enquired  m  a  tone 
of  voice — differing  with  individuals  and  occasions 
— "Where's  the  fire,  buddy?"  This  bit  of  language 
served  to  slow  you  down  and  perhaps  prevent  an 
accident.  You  may  even  have  seen  a  sign — also 
part  of  our  language — ^alerting  you  that  a  bridge 
was  out;  yO'U  must  detour.  This  timely  infoirma- 
tion  may  have  kept  you  from  reducing  yourself 
and  your  oar  to  chop  suey. 

Consider  .the  magic  words,  "I'm  sorry;  I  was 
wrong."  These  brief  expressions  clear  away  ten- 
sions, irritations,  misunderstandings.  After  this 
admission  we  are  eager  to  share  any  blame  and 
quickly  forget  any  possible  wrong  done  to  us — 
magically! 

It  may  be  superflous  to  mention  the  concepts 
conveyed  to  us  in  sonig  lyrics,  poetry,  or  fiction. 
Frequently,  as  I  look  up  into  the  sky  at  night,  I 
recall  the  beautiful  sentiment  expressed  in 
Longfellow's  EVANGELINE: 

Silently,  one  by  one,  in  the  infinite  meadows 

of  Heaven, 
Blossom  the  lovely  stars,  the  forget-me-nots 
of  the  angels. 
Or  as  I  travel  along  a  scenlic  ^highway,   I  recall 
Lowell's  magnificent  lines: 

Touched  by  a  light  ithat  hath  no  'name, 

a  glory  all  unsiung; 
Aloft  on  sky  and  mountain  wall  are  God's 
great  pictures  hung. 
Such  recollections  add  no  money  to  our  pockets 
or  bestow  on  us  no  fame;  nevertheless  they  enrich 
our  experiences,  give  life  a  new  dimension.  Indeed, 
this  vehicle  of  co^mmunication  is  surely  a  blessing! 
Isn't  it   unfortunate  that  we   occasionally  use  it 
for  igriping  land  gossiping?  Such  practice  is  a  bit 
•like  wrapping  the  garbage  in  silk  and  satin  fabric 
— a  woeful  waste! 

Finally,  are  there  any  other  words  in  our  lang- 
uage quite  so  meaningful  and  heartwarmiLng  as 
"I  love  you"?  The  plot,  setting,  and  characters 
may  differ  widely,  ibut  the  message  lifts  man  to 
a  higher  ipiane,  proving  ibeyond  -any  doubt  that 
language  is  truly  one  of  'God's  miracles.    — ^U 
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Prayer  Power 


James  5:13-20 


These  closing  verses  of  itihe  book  of  James  deal 
maiinly  w^ith  the  subject  of  prayer,  a  ministry  so 
vital  to  j£imes  thart  he  probably  wanted  to  let  it 
be  the  last  note  of  his  appeai.  James  cei-tainly 
musit  have  practiced  what  he  preaches  here,  for, 
according  to  tradition,  his  knees  were  worn  ihard 
as  a  camel's  because  he  spent  so  mudh  time  kneel- 
ing in  prayer. 

James  has  already  menitionied  prayer  several 
times  earlier  lin  his  episitJe.  He  told  us  thait  God 
is  ready  to  answer  our  requests  for  wisdom  lif  we 
ask  in  faith  (James  1:5,  6),  and  that  we  may  lack 
some  blessings  because  we  either  fail  to  ask  God 
for  /them  or  we  ask  amiss  (4:2,  3).  In  this  final 
portion  of  his  letter,  James  deals  with  praying 
in  itimes  of  sorrow  and  joy  (5:13)  anid  sickness 
(w.14-16) ;  with  the  example  of  a  man  Who  prayed 
effectively  (w.  17,  18);  and  with  intercession  for 
others  who  have  spiritual  needs  (w.  19,  20 1. 

Verse  13  tells  us  that  we  should  pray  when  we 
eaye  affUcted,  and  then  goes  an  to  ;say  that  when 
we  feel  cheerful,  to  sing  praises  to  God.  In  other 
words,  we  are  not  to  go  to  God  in  prayer  only  in 
emergencies,  but  iwe  are  to  itailk  to  God  when 
things  are  going  well,  too.  He  knows  all  about 
each  one  of  us,  but  He  wants  and  asks  us  to  share 
our  problems  with  Him.  Also,  in  times  wJhen  we 
don't  have  any  problems,  (if  there  are  any  such 
times)  He  wants  'US  to  thank  Him  for  our  bless- 
ings and  praise  Him.  TMs  means,  then,  that  we  are 
to  keep  in  'touah  with  Htm  at  all  times. 

When  we  are  sick,  we  are  to  call  for  the  elders 
of  the  church  for  prayer  and  anointing  with  oil 
(V.  14).  The  prayer  of  faith  will  heal  or  save  the 
aick,  and  the  Lord  Will  raise  him  up  (v.  15).  Some 
people  tMnk  'that  a  Ohrisitian  w!ho  believes  in  the 
healing  power  of  God  is  a  fanatic,  but  the  Bible 
records  many  cases  of  supejTnafcural  healing  and 
plainly  teaches  thait  God's  people  have  a  rig^ht  to 
look  to  Him  for  it.  God  commands  us  to  present 
our  bodies  to  Him  (Rom.  12:1).  If  we  have  done 
this  sincerely,  O'Ur  'bodies  beilong  to  God,  and  it  is 
reasonable  for  us  to  expect  Him  to  take  oare  of 
them. 


We  all  know  that  sometimes  our  prayers  for 
healing  are  not  answered  in  the  way  >that  we  would 
Uke.  God  knows  vastly  more  than  we  do,  and  has 
good  and  sufficient  reasons  for  not  complying  with 
all  our  requests.  We  must  not  question  His  reasons 
for  not  always  answering  our  jxrayers  in  t!he  way 
that  we  would  have  Him  answer  them. 

The  mentioai  of  oil  (v.  14)  hardly  justifies  the 
use  of  "means"  in  treating  iUness,  for  the  next 
verse  points  out  that  "the  pirayer  offered  in  faith 
(not  the  oil)  wUl  restore  the  sick."  However,  I 
believe  that  we  would  all  agree  that  it  is  logical, 
in  fighting  sickness,  to  use  the  many  and  varied 
medical  discoveries  thait  (3od  has  enabled  men 
to  make.  (3od  may  heal  with  or  without  the  use 
of  "means".  Unbelievers  may  use  medicine  without 
prayer.  Some  Christians  may  use  prayer  without 
medicine,  while  other  believers  use  both  prayer 
and  medicine,  but  all  methods  are  ultimately  de- 
pendent upon  God.  Whether  a  doctor  and  medicine 
are  involved  or  not,  it  is  God  wfho  heals.  Many 
doctors  will  testify  to  the  fact  that  -after  they  do 
all  they  can  ifihrough  the  use  of  the  latest  medical 
techniques,  the  final  result  is  in  the  hands  of  God. 

The  last  part  of  verse  15,  and  also  verse  16,  seems 
to  point  to  a  relationsihlp  between  sin  and  sickness, 
for  here  confession  and  healing  are  linked  to- 
gether. We  should  confess  our  faults  one  to 
another,  and  pray  for  each  other,  so  that  we  may 
be  healed.  Perhaps  James  uses  the  words  "that  ye 
may  be  healed"  in  order  to  get  across  the  poiint 
that  our  prayers  wHl  be  answered  according  to 
God's  will.  Therefore,  we  Should  always  pray  that 
"Thy  will  be  done"  'in  martiters  of  healing  and  all 
the  other  petitions  that  we  bring  before  the  Lord 
in  prayer. 

"The  effectual,  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous 
man  avalieth  much"  (v.  16).  The  Laving  BiMe 
translate  this  as  follows:  "The  eanreat  -prayer  of 
a  righteous  man  has  great  power  and  wonderful 
results."  A  righteous  man  is  a  believer  who  'is 
living  a  holy  life  in  <Aose  fellowiship  with  God.  To 
him,  prayer  is  dynamic.  It  workB.  It  'produces  real, 
specific  results. 
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As  a  good  exiample  of  ithe  great  power  of  prayer, 
James  tels  abouit  EiMjah,  w^ho  "prayed  earnestly 
tlhat  it  miigibt  not  rain:  and  it  rained  not  on  the 
earth  ^by  the  space  of  three  year's  and  six  monifihs" 
(v.  17).  Then  he  prayed  for  rain,  and  the  long 
drought  was  ended.  We  are  told  that  "Elijah  was 
as  completely  human  as  we  are"  (v.  17  The  Living 
Bible).  He  did  not  stand  on  a  pedestal  to  which 
we  may  not  aspire.  He  was  a  ihuman  being,  who 
was  susceptible  to  weakness  and  weariness,  as  we 
are.  The  implication  here  lis  that  God  wiU  hear  us, 
too,  'if  we  pray  as  eames;tly  as  Elijah  did. 

Prayer  is  not  mentioned  in  verse  19  and  20, 
but  in  ithe  contexit  it  is  perhaps  the  chief  means  in 
view  for  the  restoration  of  a  wandering  behever. 
There  are,  no  doubt,  many  erring  Christians  who 
have  been  broug^ht  back  to  the  truth,  as  the  Holy 
Spirit  has  worked  in  response  to  the  intercessory 


prayers  of  concerned  believers.  The  one  who  turns 
a  sinner  from  his  error  will  save  the  sinner's 
soul  from  death.  The  wanderer's  sins  wiU  be  cov- 
ered by  the  precious  blood  of  Chi'iat,  as  he  returns 
from  Ms  disobedience  and  obeys  the  truth. 

We  have  come  to  the  end  of  James'  letter.  James 
coveted  for  his  readers  nothing  but  God's  best.  You 
may  recall  that  my  firsit  article  was  entitled  "Liv- 
inig  The  Good  Life".  In  it,  I  stated  that  the  book 
of  James  does  not  describe  the  good  life  as  such, 
or  even  tell  us  how  to  achieve  it.  However,  if  we 
f oiUow  the  truths  set  forth  in  ithis  book,  and  pattern 
our  lives  after  them,  we  will  find  that  we  are 
living  the  "good  life". 

Let  each  one  of  us  ask  ourself  this  question: 
Has  this  study  of  James  helped  make  me  a  better 
Christian?  If  it  has,  it  will  show  because,  in  the 
words  of  James,  "Faith  without  works  is  dead." 
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A  ''Work  and  Witness"  Report  of  the  NLO 


It  has  often  been  said  that  the  Lord  helps  those 
that  help  themselves.  Some  of  the  mem-bers  of 
The  National  Laymen's  Organization  would  like 
to  give  the  Lord  a  hand  in  helping  those  who  help 
themselves.  This  has  been  evidenced  in  the  recent 
past  and  now  intends  to  be  shown  again  in  a 
project  to  asslist  the  Bradenton  Brethren  Church 
in  the  construction  of  their  church  edifice. 

This  project  is  being  assumed  to  alleviate  any 
delays  in  construction  of  the  biuildinig  so  that  the 
congregation  may  concenitrate  their  efforts  on  the 
reaping  from  the  fields  white  to  harvest. 

Perisons  interested  in  this  "work  'and  witness" 
experience  are  cordially  mviited  to  contact  Pastor 
Russ  Gordon  at  607  -  65th  Avenue  Bradenton, 
Florida  33507  and  Jim  Payne  RR  2  Russiaville, 
Indiana  46979.  Plans  are  being  imade  to  have  cars 
and  vans  available  to  make  the  jo'umey  to  Brad- 
enton and  arrangements  for  travel  can  ibe  made 
if  and  when  it  'is  known  w^ho  aod  how  rnany  wish 
to  go. 


Jim  Payne  is  planning  to  drive  down  approx- 
imately Nov.  25  and  has  room  at  present  for  two 
persons.  Rev.  Spencer  Gentle  is  planning  to  take 
a  van  load  around  Dec.  SOth.  An  "Airstream" 
mobile  camper  is  to  be  provided  for  steeping  quar- 
ters for  six  and  for  cooking  of  meals. 

Some  of  the  assistance  in  the  construction 
planned  is:  Roofing,  Painting,  Insulating,  Help  in 
the  air  conditioning  installation,  Wall  framing, 
Drywall  installation,  Door^hanging,  Carpeting, 
Lanidscaping,  Assasitance  in  insitallajtion  of  electrical 
wiring,  Cooking,  Clean-up  detail. 

Those  who  may  wish  to  assist  in  this  endeavor 
and  cannot  be  there  in  person  miay  do  so  wii'th 
contributions  to  help  with  the  costs  of  food  and 
accomodations  for  those  Who  wUl  be  on  the  site. 
The  suggested  Scripture  passage  for  the  Brother 
hood  to  keep  -in  mind  in  this  project  is  Nehemiah 
4:6b,  ".  .  .  for  'the  people  had  a  mind  to  work." 
In  Christian  Love 
Jim  Payne 
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Brethren  Missions  in 
India  1974-1975 
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The  Brethren  Mission  was  started  in  India  in 
December,  1969  in  the  Rajalunundry  area  Oif 
Andhra  Pradesh.  Evangelistic  outreach  took  the 
work  into  many  villages  and  early  in  1975  a  new 
area  work  was  ibegun  in  Andhra  Pradesh  in  the 
city  of  Visakhapatnam  and  /growth  continues  to 
be  realized  in  membersihip  and  in  every  activity  of 
the  Brethren  Mission.  At  the  end  of  June,  1975  the 
memibership  reached  797  with  782  in  the  Rajah- 
mundiny  Area  aaid  15  in  tihie  Vlisakhiapatnam  Area. 


The  Rajahmundry  Area  hias  esitaiblished  27  con- 
gregations, 18  oif  them  having  prayer  houses.  In 
addition,  there  are  24  prayer  groups  among  which 
18  are  regularly  funotioninig  and  the  other  six  are 
in  an  initial  sitage  of  develapmenit.  During  the 
1974-75  period,  live  new  prayer  hooises  were  built 
and  dedicated  at: 

Vedurimudi        Kapavaraim       Thetaigunta 

Korukonda       Katavanam 
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As  itihe  miniisitiry  of  tihe  Brethren  Mission  is 
girowinig  rapidly  a  need  was  felt  for  revival  and 
growth  within  -the  existing  congregations  and 
prayer  groups.  Pastor  K.  Agamana  Rao  of 
Balalbadrapuram  has  been  set  apart  on  a  full 
time  basis  with  the  responsibility  of  visiting  and 
oonduotinig  revivals  in  the  Brethren  Mission  con- 
gregations and  prayer  groups.  In  addition  to  liim 
other  pastors  are  also  sent  as  traveling  evengeJ- 
ists  as  there  is  a  need  for  them.  This  has  proven 
fruitful  and  is  inctreasdng  the  number  of  baptisms 
in  the  existing  congregations  and  prayer  groups. 

Printed  reading  material  is  very  much  in  demand 
and  the  Brethren  Mission  continues  to  distribute 
literature  free  of  cost.  Tracts  are  regularly  dis- 
tributed by  the  preachers  in  their  travels  and  also 
distrlibuted  to  those  coming  for  medical  assistance. 
Througih  the  Literature  Center  of  the  Brethren 
Mission,  literature  is  also  mailed  to  i>eople.  The 
Woirld  Missionary  Press,  Inc.,  of  New  Paris,  Indi- 
ana is  one  of  the  sources  of  tracts  printed  in 
Teluigu.  This  past  year  2,000  copies  of  a  Brethren 
Hymnal  were  printed  and  are  widely  in  use  among 
the  Brethren  Mission  as  well  as  other  evangelical 
churches. 

The  Bible  Institute  continues  to  train  ten  stu- 
dents each  year  along  the  lines  of  Theological 
Education  by  Exitension.  The  students  are  given 
classrooim  training  as  well  as  practical  training. 
This  prepares  the  men  to  build  congregations. 
The  fourtih  graduation  service  of  the  Bible  Insti- 
tute was  held  on  January  19,  1975  and  eight 
studenits  suocessfuiUy  completed  the  training  and 
received  thelir  certificates.  They're  now  serving  in 
the  Brethren  Mission.  Prior  to  the  arrival  of 
K.  Vijaya  Kumar  to  assisit  in  the  Brethren  Mission, 
Beverend  Prasantha  Kumar  shouldered  the  re- 
sponsibility of  teaching  with  evangelicals  of  other 
denominations  assisting  in  teaching  and  lecturing. 
The  aanival  of  Vijaya  Kumar  has  given  additional 
assistance  in  teaching  at  the  Bible  Institute  and 
relieves  Prasanth,  too. 

Clhnistian  Education  is  extendeid  to  the  popula- 
tion 'throuigh  adult  schools.  After  completion  of 
traintag  wihen  a  person  has  learned  to  read  and 
write,  he  'is  presented  with  a  Telugu  Holy  Bible 
and  this  has  encouraged  many  to  come  forward 
land  leam.  Of  course,  these  adult  schools  serve 
as  iboth  a  means  of  education  -and  a  service  of 
society.  Teaahimg  is  done  by  the  pastor,  his  wife 
or  some  educated  person  from  the  congrega- 
tion. Books,  pencils  and  slates  along  with 
all  other  necessairy  supplies  are  provided  by  the 
Brethren  Mission.  Last  year  there  were  three 
adult  schools  imaking  a  total  of  13  schools  held 
to  date. 

In  India  it  is  generally  the  cfhlldren  w^ho  attend 
the  Sunday  School;  therefore,  to  generate  interest 
among  adults  Nirmala  Kuimair  has  'been  teaching 
'Pictograph'  lessons  which  seem  to  be  attracting 
people  of  all  ages.  During  the  Christmas  season, 
memory  verse  competitions  are  conducted  in  every 
Brethren  congregation.  Everyone  that  takes  part. 
in  it  is  (given  a  present  and  those  who  come  into 
flnst  and  second  place  are  igiven  special  gifits. 

Like  all  coamtries  of  ithe  world,  India  is  also 
'being  'hit  badly  'by  inflation.  Prices  continue  to 
'Sky-rocket  and  the  rate  of  inflation  reached  28.8'^^. 
In  'a   frustrated   society,   pyeople  find  themselves 


struggling  for  survival  and  epidemics,  sicknesses 
and  starvation  continue  to  be  la  daily  part  of  Ufe 
in  India  with  the  onslaught  of  rnore  robbery  and 
thefts.  The  Brethren  Mission  continues  to  reach 
out  through  the  Rehef  Ceriter  to  help  some  of  the 
suffering  people  of  India.  D'Uring  the  rainy  season 
financial  assistance  is  offered  to  help  reb'uild 
homes  damaged  by  the  elements,  do'thing  is  dis- 
tributed to  widows  and  other  destitutes.  In  times 
of  nature's  calamities,  striken  arenas  are  visited  and 
offered  assistance. 

In  the  Brethren  Home  for  chUdren  there  are  25 
boys  at  the  present  time  and  all  are  going  to  the 
local  schools.  They  are  in  various  classes  starting 
from  third  grade  to  Senior  year  in  highschool. 
Often  'the  young  men  are  used  in  the  evangel- 
istic work.  They  sing  Chrlstijin  songs  and  play 
Indian  musical  instruments  for  accompaniment. 
During  school  holidays  they  distribute  'tracts. 
Christian  study,  prayer  life  and  influenoe  have 
encouraged  some  of  the  young  men  to  want  to 
become  evangelists  and  preachers. 

The  Youth  Center  was  estabUshed  to  mo'ld  the 
character  of  yo'ung  people  and  was  started  in 
Rajahmundry  just  recently.  After  a  young  man 
from  the  Brethren  Children  Home  finishes  his 
high  school  education,  he  is  transferred  to  the 
care  of  the  Youth  Center  and  is  provided  with  a 
job  to  give  him  a  little  money.  When  he  is  able  to 
get  a  better  job,  he  leaves  the  Youth  Center  and 
stands  on  his  own  feet.  In  the  same  way  poor 
young  men  from  the  Brethren  congregations  in 
villages  are  brought  to  Rajahmundry  and  are 
trained  in  the  Youth  Center.  At  present  there  are 
six  young  men  in  the  Youth  Center.  One  was  pro- 
vided with  funds  to  send  him  to  Radio  Engineer- 
ing Training  and  he  has  successifuily  completed 
that.  Others  are  serving  in  the  hospital,  literature 
center  and  orphanage  and  are  an  asset  to  the 
evangeUstic  outreach  of  the  mission. 

The  Medical  Center  continues  to  be  a  so'urce  of 
reaching  out  to  people,  both  in  their  need  for 
medical  assistance  and  in  being  aible  to  least 
afford  them  to  Christ.  The  hospital  work  estab- 
lished in  Rajahmundry,  the  village  dispensaries 
and  'the  mobile  clinic  are  serving  many  poor  and 
needy  sick  peoiple.  Medical  service  is  expensive  in 
India  and  everyone  cannot  afford  to  have  the 
service  of  a  medical  doctor. 

Nearly  200  patients  are  receiving  free  medical 
aid  every  day.  The  hospital  has  a  qualified  and 
Ucensed  istaff.  In  the  year  1974-75  the  Brethren 
Mission  throuigh  her  medical  ministry  treated 
11,817  sick  people  and  'the  total  number  of  treat- 
ments given  were  53,064. 

The  workers  in  the  Brethren  Mission  are  thank- 
ful to  the  Lord  of  opening  a  new  mission  point 
in  India!  They  feel  that  there  is  much  work  to  be 
done  in  India  to  evangelize  the  country  as  there 
are  miUions  of  ipeople  in  India  who  have  not  heard 
about  Jesus  Christ.  They  are  thankful  to  the 
Brethren  Church  in  the  States  and  the  -people 
who  have  committed  themselves  to  isupponting 
the  work  in  India. 

See  THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST,  Sepitember 
20  Issue  for  more  details  on  the  VisaMiapatnam 
£irea  work. 
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Reaching  All 


"LET  THE  EARTH  HEAR  HIS  VOICE!"  The 

theme  and  the  impact  of  the  Intemiatioinal  Con- 
gress on  World  Evangelization,  held  in  Lausanne, 
Switzerland,  in  July,  1974,  continues  to  resound 
wlithiin  the  Church  around  the  world.  Tthis  his- 
toric gathering  drew  participants  from  nearly 
every  country  on  earth. 

The  Lausanne  Congress  was  not  just  a  cooiifer- 
ence  on  "how-to"  methods  of  evangeUsm.  Raither, 
it  was  a  time  for  bath  a  study  of  the  theological 
basis  of  evangelism  aind  for  the  develoipment  of 
area  strateg'ies  for  reaching  the  earth's  peoples 
for  Christ. 

As  a  result  of  the  Lausanne  conference,  several 
informative  and  'inspirational  resources  have  been 
developed  and  are  availa^ble  for  use.  One  of  the 
most  'valuable  is  the  REACHING  ALL  study 
series.  In  describing  the  series,  Billy  Giiahani 
states: 

"This  study  searies  is  meant  to  help  you 
iShare  in  the  process  of  world  evangeliza- 
tion. REACHING  ALL  WUI  help  you  feel 
the    effects    o    fthe    Spirit's    working    at 
Lausanne  ...  to  listen  to  inspired  insights 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  .  .    .to  think 
fthrough  the  role  that  God  wants  you  and 
your   group   to   play  in  reaching  all   the 
world  for  Christ  ...  to  act,  reaching  out 
now  to  bring  others  to  Him." 
The  series  is  divided  into  six  study  areas.  Reach- 
ing  All  the  World  examines  several   basic  'theo- 
logical   doctrines   and  their   implications  for  our 
roles  in  evangelism.  The  role  of  the  Church  as 
'the  Body  of  Christ  in  evangelizing  ithe  world  is 
the  topic  of  Reaching  All  Together.  Since  people 
are    the    focus    of    evangelization.    Reaching    AU 
People  looks  at  cultural  differences,  missions  and 
the  identity  of  unevangeUzed  groups  around  the 
world.  Reaching  All  statements  and  questions.  A 
Reaching   AU    Cassette   Album   is   also   available. 


containing  one  60-minute  cassette  on  each  study 
area  ($24.95  for  the  set;  also  available  on  loan 
from  the  Missionary  Board  of  The  Brethren 
Church,  530  College  Avenue,  Asihland,  Ohio  44805) 
Each  cassette  contains  se>gments  from  messages, 
presentations  and  interviews  from  Lausanne, 
narrated  by  Tedd  Seelye.  Either  the  booklets  or 
the  cassettes  may  be  used  separately,  but  using 
both  together  will  have  the  greatest  result. 

REACHING  OUT  could  be  studied  -profitably  by 
Sunday  Sdhool  classes,  Bible  study  groups,  church 
growth  task  forces,  youth  groups,  men's  and 
women's  groups,  or  anyone  who  is  truly  interested 
in  the  spreading  of  the  Gospel  throughout  his 
neigihborhood  and  throughout  the  world.  The 
editors  recommend  that  only  small  sections  be 
studied  at  a  time  so  tihait  the  impact  of  the  study 
may  be  fully  grasped  by  all.  Needs  discusses  the 
adequacy  of  Christ  to  relate  to  current  social 
needs  and  issues.  The  fifth  study.  Reaching  By  All 
Means,  begins  with  an  overview  of  the  place  of 
planning  and  strategy  in  evangehzatlon,  deals  with 
basic  planning  questions  to  be  answered  while 
deciding  on  methods,  and  describes  some  of  the 
important  methods  of  evangelism  reported  to  the 
Congress.  Finally,  the  Holy  Spirit's  role  in  evan- 
gelization, personal  discipleship  and  devotional 
aspects  of  evangelizing  the  world,  are  the  subject 
of  Reaching  All  Power. 

The  REACHING  ALL  study  series  includes  sax 
booklets,  one  on  each  of  the  study  areas  mentioned 
above  ($.95  each,  or  $4.95  for  paperback  book  con- 
taining all  six  booklets;  available  from  the 
Brethren  Publishing  Co.  Bookstore).  The  booklets 
contain  statements  taken  froim  the  Congress  iteelf 
plus   study  guide/discussion. 

If  you  are  serious  abooit  the  fulfliHment  of  the 
Great  Commission,  you  will  want  to  carefully 
exiamine  the  Reaching  All  study  series. 

— ^By  Rooald  W.  Waters 
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dR€THR€N  HOUSE  SEAT 


■    ■  Phil  i  Jean  Unek        "j^SL 

Btaait  Matia  '^VT^ 


Blessings  at  Bensons 

On  our  way  to  General  Conference,  all  three  of 
us  from  Brethren  House  were  able  to  accept  the 
invitation  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Dennis  Benson  to  spend 
a  couple  days  with  them  in  Pittsburg,  Pa. — for 
renewed  friendslhip  and  work. 

Dennis  is  a  media-'Speoialist  lin  many  areas  of 
CJhuroh  life  and  Ohri9tian  witness.  His  tihoiughts 
find  expression  in  the  ^several  books  he  has  writ- 
ten, tape-recordings,  radio  work,  workshops,  period- 
icals, etc.  As  was  true  When  we  Visited  them  just 
one  year  ago,  ithis  also  was  a  renewiinig  and  en'ligM- 
ening  experience. 

The  work  centered  around  tape  recording  ses- 
siions — producing  soime  segments  that  will  be  used 
on  (three  different  tape  series  in  the  near  future. 

Bonnie  was  involved  in  a  "solo  interview"  for  a 
relatively  new  radio  program,  which  Dennis 
origlinates  called  SCAN  (the  same  name  as  one 
otf  Ms  publicatiO'ns ) .  He  Intei-views  peoiple  and 
prepares  the  materials;   then  they  are  sent  else- 


where for  production.  Bonnie  shared  feelings  and 
facts  about  her  life's  experiences  and  how  her 
faith  speaks  to  these  experiences.  The  program 
is  aired  on  600  stations  across  the  country.  Call 
your  local  station  to  discover  if  SCAN  is  hroad- 
oast  in  your  area. 

All  three  of  us  were  involved  in  the  second  and 
third  taping  sessions.  One  was  a  discussion  of 
"teaming"  (working  together  as  a  team  to  explore, 
plan  and  carry  out  a  task) — ^particularly  as  it  per- 
tains to  Christian  Education,  but  adaptable  to  all 
church  groupings.  As  was  true  when  we  did  some 
similaj:  tape-recording  with  Dennis  Benson  last 
year  in  his  home  studio,  segments  of  this  "'tri- 
ologue"  will  appear  within  the  next  year  on  cms 
of  his  QUEST  tapes  from  Word  Publishers  (Waco, 
Texas). 

The  other  discussion  was  prepared  for  distribu- 
tion this  Fall  on  one  of  the  THESIS  tapes,  pro- 
duced by  Jahn  Mehl  (Executive  Director).  The 
content  of  that  presentation  centered  on  ways 
dhildren  learn  best  and  other  principles  of  effec- 
tive open-space  Christian  Educaitfion — primarily 
relating  examples  from  our  ministry  at  Brethren 
House. 

These  sessions,  plus  the  cordial  Christian  hos- 
pitaiiity  and  encouragement  of  Dennis  and  Marilyn 
Benson,  made  our  stay  rejuvenating  and 
productive. 

As  I  said,  this  stop-over  was  on  our  way  to 
General  Conference.  At  Conference  we  appreciated 
the  comments  of  many  of  you  friends — inquiring 
about  current  projects  at  Brethren  House  and 
offering  encouraging  words  to  "keep  it  up." 

—Phil 
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BRETHREN  BICENTENNIAL  BLESSINGS 


See  'history  come  alive! 

Be  a  part  of  our  Brethinen  Biioeniteoniai 
observation! 
Help  sihape  the  nexit  200  years! 

Be  one  Of  the  expected  1,000  delegates 
to  the  1976  General  Confer- 
ence, "Heritage  of  Hope." 

The  Brethren  Bicenitermi-ai  Conference  has  a  totally 

new  format — 

—5  days  only  (August  9-13,  1976) 

— ^meetinig  in  AC  Convocation  Center 

— .oompaQt  business  sessions 

— emphasis  on  worship  and  feillowsihip 


— dramas,  music.  Grand  Mardh,  historical 

presentations.  Love  Feast  and  Coimmunion 
— tent  meeting  service 
— much  more! 

Conferenice  planners  are  asking  for  suggestionis 
and  ideas  to  make  ithe  1976  Heritage  of  Hope 
conference  meaningful  for  all  who  attend.  Some 
respotnses  have  already  ibeen  received,  including 
volun^teers  for  various  asipeots  of  the  program. 
Let  us  hear  from  you  by  writing  to: 

BRETHREN  BICENTENNIAL 

910  Center  Street 
,  Asiiland,  Ohio    44805 
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WORLD  RELIEF  REPORT 


by  Phil  Lersch,  Chairman 
Brethren  World  Relief  Board 


GWEN'S  DIARY  OF  ESCAPE 
(Part  II) 


[In  Part  1,  I  reported  about  the  necessity 
of  evacuating  American  personnel  from,  the 
Hoa  Khunh  Children's  Hospital  in  South 
Vietnam  as  the  Communists  approached,  the 
closing  of  the  Hospital,  and  the  start  of  Head 
Nurse  "Given's"  attempt  to  escape  u'ith  her 
family.  They  had  just  boarded  a  cargo  ship 
in  Danang  harbor  and  were  forced  into  the 
crowded  hold.] 


Good  Friday,  March  28:  About  9:00  a.m.  *he  ship 
finally  weighed  anchor  from  Danang — wiith  5,000 
people  aboard,  2,000  in  the  'hold.  Enemy  roickets 
were  beginning  to  find  their  target  in  the  city. 
Gwen  realized  time  had  run  out,  for  their  ship  was 
'the  last  to  leave.  The  city  fell  to  the  Communists 
that  night  with  a  large  loss  of  life. 

Gwen's  family,  ail  Christiams,  had  a  Good  Friday 
service!  .  .  .  including  4-year-old  "Scotty"  bursting 
forth  with  "Jesus  I^oves  Me"  (whioh  led  to  a  con- 
versation with  one  of  the  soldiers). 

MeanwhUe,  the  Viet  Cong  ransacked  this  hos- 
pital (news  conveyed  to  Gwen  by  one  of  the  nurses 
who  had  sitayed  to  care  for  the  last  patients ) .  They 
spilled  the  bags  of  blood  ail  over  and  spoiled  the 
drug  supply.  In  Gwen's  office  they  tore  photos  to 
pieces  of  her  with  Marine  generals.  President 
Nixon,  and  other  Americans — threatening  to  tor- 
ture Gwen  if  they  caught  her  because  she  colla- 
borated with  Americans! 

Saturday,  March  29:  It  was  solid  misery  on  the 
ship,  with  no  food  or  water;  no  sanitary  facilities. 
A  bag  of  candy  for  their  children  was  stolen,  as 
was  a  day's  supply  of  water.  The  air  was  foul  with 
the  odor  of  urine  and  excrement,  made  by  the 
seeasick,  voonitLnig  passengers.  In  the  hold  they 
also  ;had  the  run-off  from  thousands  of  people  on 
deck.  They  tried  to  sleep  leaning  againisit  one 
another;  they  couid  not  sitretch  out. 

Easter  Sunday,  March  30:  At  3:00  a.m.  they 
docked  at  Cam  Ranh  Bay.  Even  though  they  were 
herded  to  former  U.S.  military  faoUities,  now 
coUapsinig  fro'm  termites,  it  was  iike  coming  out 


■of  the  grave.  At  least  they  had  food,  water  and 
fresh  air. 

Leaving  everything  behind,  they  realized  that 
they  owned  only  what  they  wore  or  could  carry. 
Gwen  says  She  will  never  again  place  importance 
on  "things."  Spiritual  blessings  aire  more  inmpoir- 
tant;  life  is  more  important. 

Being  Easter,  Gwen  organized  a  worship  service. 
"It  -was  like  with  the  Lord  Jesus — (bad  on  FWday, 
wonderful  on  Sunday." 

Monday,  March  31:  Althoug-h  Saigon  was  closed 
to  refugees,  the  ship  j  usit  pulled  out  and  left  them 
stranded  on  the  shore  of  Cam  Ranh  Bay.  But  they 
couldn't  stay  because  the  Commiunists  were 
approaching.  So  all  eleven  of  Gwen's  family  piled 
into  a  three-Wheeled  taxi  hoping  to  get  through 
to  Saigon  somehow. 

The  road  was  'blocked,  so  they  went  north  to 
Nha  Trang  hoping  to  get  a  flight  to  Saigon.  Refu- 
gees were  also  being  turned  away  'there,  but  Gwen 
says,  "The  Lord  did  one  ocf  His  miracles  and  we 
were  waved  through." 

When  the  airport  was  closed,  they  fgot  aboard 
an  overloaded  motorized  fishing  boat  at  the  river. 
But  after  only  an  hour  froim  shore,  the  boat  nearly 
capsized  and  the  owner  had  to  return  the  jam- 
packed,  seasick  passengers  to  poart — ibut  he 
wouldn't  return  their  mo'ney. 

Gwen's  husband  knew  a  man  in  Nha  Trang,  who 
worked  at  the  airport  and  said  he  would  get  them 
tickets  next  day  if  they  paid  double  fare.  They  sold 
some  family  jewels  and  gave  him  the  money  .  .  , 
and  stayed  in  his  home. 

Tuesday,  April  1:  The  man  didn't  return  with 
either  the  tickets  or  money  at  the  promised  time, 
but  the  woman  did  return  their  money  at  2:00  p.m. 
— after  Gwen  had  gotten  the  family  together  for 
prayer.  If  the  woman  had  waited  an  hour  longer, 
they  would  have  been  trapped  in  Nha  Trang  when 
the  Viet  Cong  attacked. 

All  the  way  to  the  river  'they  Ihad  to  elude  soldiers 
enforcing  a  24-hour  curfew — Often  running  from 
doorway  to  doorway  or  paying  'fees  to  be  allowed 
to  igo  through  a  house.  It  was  really  miraculous 
that  ithey  didn't  get  caught — eleven  people  from 
age  4  to  76. 

After  readhing  the  river,  they  found  a  young 
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man  wit)h  some  miucfh  needed  food  and  a  simaM  fash- 
ing boait.  He  took  them  to  a  tUiglboat-sized  crait 
Which  was  already  riding  low  in  the  water.  A 
strong  man  reached  down  and  helped  ithem  aiboard. 
They  laiter  heard  this  was  the  last  boat  out  of 
the  river  at  Mm  Trang. 

Tuesday,  April  3:  This  'boat  didin't  take  them 
to  Saigon  etither,  but  rather  let  theim  off  at  Vung 
Tau  (a  seaport  80  miles  east  of  Saigon).  Here  they 
stayed  with  a  coiustn  Who  had  an  adequate  house. 
It  also  seemed  to  ibe  a  (good  location  for  escape  by 
sea. 

However,  the  family  coiuldn't  fo'rget  the  threat 
against  Gwen's  life.  They  had  not  collaborated  with 
Americans  as  she  had,  and  if  they  had  to  they 
could  live  under  Communism.  So  a  family  decision 
sent  Gwen  on  several  trips  to  Saigon  (via  a  Chris- 
tian relief  van  Which  was  ibrdngiing  supplies  to 
refugees)  to  attept  a  plane  ride  out  of  the  country. 
They  would  follow  later  toy  sihlp. 

Meanwhile  WRC  had  ibeen  making  iphone  calls 
to  Saigon  every  day  in  an  attempt  to  rescue  Gwen 
and  any  other  Christians  Who  had  been  working 
witih  WRC.  (83  Christians,  sponsored  by  WRC,  did 
manage  to  escapee  by  boat). 

Saturday,  April  26:  After  several  days  of  wait- 
ing, passage  was  arranged  by  a  Christian  and 
Missionary  Affiance  field  direator.  She  arrived  at 
the  'missionary  coanipwund  at  7:15  ajn.  that  day, 
and  he  told  her  they  would  leave  at  7:45  a-m.  Here 
aga'in,  she  iwas  impressed  with  the  Lord's  timing 
each  step  of  the  way. 

They  left  Tan  Son  Nhut  Airport  aJbout  4:00  p.m. 
in  one  of  'the  last  U.S.  military  transports  (hers 
was  a  cango  plane).  Sihe  'spent  two  days  on  Wake 


Island,  using  the  time  to  advantage  as  an  inter- 
preter and  aide  in  the  Clinic.  F^om  there  she  was 
taken  by  commercial  aircraft  to  Los  Angeiles  where 
buses  met  the  refugees  for  their  trip  to  Camp 
Pendleton. 

She  says  the  'last  mode  of  transiporitatian  was 
the  only  comfortalWe  one.  She  had  walked,  ridden 
on  a  Honda,  in  overcrowded  boats  and  buses,  a 
3-whee'led  Lamlbretta,  and  cargo  planes.  But  she 
knew  the  Lord  was  with  her  every  step  of  the 
way,  and  she  bubbles  with  praise  w'hen  she  thinks 
of  'how  the  Lord  brought  hear  safely  to  the  United 
States — ^"a  dream  come  true." 

Gwen's  Views:  She  thinks  the  U.S.  is  a  great 
country  and  is  impressed  with  American  abund- 
ance and  American  generosity  toavard  the  refugees 
Who  have  came  almost  empty-handed. 

She  is  particularly  conscious  of  the  freedoms 
Americans  enjoy:  freedom  to  worship  and  witness 
without  being  harassed;  freedom  to  'go  any  place 
Without  showing  identification;  even  freedom  for 
the  average  citizen  to  express  disaigree-ment  with 
the  government. 

Her  heart  is  sad  and  sometimes  the  tears  flow  as 
she  thinks  of  her  family.  She  doesn't  know  whe-th- 
er  the'y  ever  got  out  of  Vung  Tau,  but  has  eom- 
niitted  them  to  God's  care.  She  hopes  some  day 
the  door  will  open  for  her  to  'return  to  Vietnam 
as  a  missionary  to  her  own  people,  but  that  isn't 
likely  to  be  soon.  Meanwhile  .She  wante  to  ;become 
a  U.S.  citizen.  As  you  might  expect,  she  is  being 
sponsored  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Everett  Graflfam. 

[There  is  a  siigM  possibility  that  Gwen  might 
be  aJble  to  be  present,  along  with  Dr.  'Graffam,  at 
our  General  Conference  next  August  in  Ashland.] 


GOD'S  SYMPHONY 


God  ever  keeps  a  watchful  eye 

Upon  the  world  below; 
There  is  no  grief  beyond  His  sight, 

No  care  He  does  not  know. 
There  is  no  prayer  He  fails  to  hear 

Or  fails  to  answer  soon; 
But  sometimes  He  must  say,  "Not  yet! 

All  earth  must  be  in  tune!" 
This  world's  a  kind  of  symphony, 

We  mortals  violins; 
The  Great  Conductor  knows  the  score. 

The  note  /where  each  begins. 
He  knows  some  folks  must  rest  awhile. 

Must  listen  night  and  day 
Until  their  hearts  find  peace  within — 

Until  they  leam  iHis  way. 
He  knows  which  folks  play  melody 

In  tones  flute^like  and  clear 
And  which  must  play  the  harmony 

To  make  it  sweet  to  hear. 
God  ever  keeps  a  watchful  eye! 

Have  faith!  Just  wait  His  cue! 
Then  pJay  with  all  your  heart  and  soul 

The  paxt  God  gives  to  you. 

Joseph  Stout 
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BIBLE  THEME:     Serving  God 
PROJECT:     Medical  Outreach  in  India 


by  ALBERTA  HOLSINGER 


Bible  Story:     A  Girl  Serves  God 


Call  to  Worship: 

Oh  thank  the  Lord 
For  our  many  joys. 
Thank  Him!  Thank  Him! 
All  girls  and  boys. 

"You  have  a  baby  brotlheir,"  Father  told  Miriaim 
and  Aaron. 

"A  toajby  brother!"  exolaiimed  Aaron.  "What  fun 
Vil  have  wiith  'him." 

"Oh  yes,"  agreed  Miriam.  "I  will  help  Mother 
take  care  of  him." 

Father  looked  sad.  "We  will  need  mudh  he<lp 
to  care  for  him.  The  wicked  king  has  salid  all  boy 
babies  should  be  tiirawn  into  'the  Nile  River." 

"Oh,  no,"  cried  Miriam.  "Not  our  baby  brother. 
Surely  God  wiU  islhow  us  a  way  to  save  'him." 

"Mother  and  I  ithlnk  He  wiH,  too,"  nodded  Faither. 
"We  have  decided  to  hide  him  as  kwiig  as  we  can. 
We  will  trust  God  to  show  us  What  to  do  when 
he  is  too  big  to  hide." 

Miriam  wanted  to  te^ll  all  her  friends  about  her 
darling  baby  brother.  But  she  ooiuldn't.  No  one 
must  know  about  him.  Whien  the  teby  wO'Uld 
whimper  Miriam  ran  to  him.  She  would  pick  him 
up,  sing  to  him,  ro'ck  him,  or  just  cuddle  him.  No 
one  muat  hear  the  baby  cry.  No  one  must  know 
they  had  a  baby  boy. 

For  three  months  they  hlid  him.  One  day  Mother 
said,  "We  cannot  hiide  'the  baiby  any  longer.  He  is 
getting  too  big.  His  cry  is  geittimg  too  loiud.  Some- 
one win  see  him.  Someone  will  hear  him.  They 
Will  tell  the  king.  Our  balby  wdM  (be  taken  toom 
us." 

"What  "wUl  we  do?"  asked  Miriam. 

"We  will  obey  ithe  king,"  replied  Mother.  "We 
will  put  him  in  the  Nile  River." 

Miriiam's  eyes  fiUed  -with  tears.  "We  can't.  Not 
our  precious  baby."  Mother  ismiled  and  Miri^aim 
kneiw  she  had  a  plan. 

"Yes,"  said  Mather,  "we  will  iput  ^him  in  the 
river,  but  first  we  wiU  put  hiim  in  a  basket." 

"And  the  basket  will  float,"  declared  Mtriam. 

Mather  and  Miriam  went  to  the  river  bank. 
There  they  gathered  just  the  rtight  kind  of  grasses. 
They  took  ithem  home.  CareifuUy,  oh  so  carefully, 
they  wove  a  ibasket  and  a  tight  fitting  lid.  When 
it  wias  finished  they  covered  it  with  tar  to  keep 
out  the  water. 

Miriam  put  a  soft  clean  blanket  in  the  basket. 


Mother  brought  the  baiby.  She  hugged  him  and 
kissed  'him.  Then  she  placed  him  in  the  basket. 

"Dear  God,  take  care  of  our  baby  boy,"  she 
prayed. 

Together  Mother  and  Miriam  carried  the  basket 
to  the  NUe  River  and  set  it  afloat  on  'the  water. 

"I  WiU  go  home  and  fix  dinner,"  Mother  said  to 
Miriam.  "You  stay  and  watch." 

Miriam  nodded. 

She  had  not  been  watc'hing  long  When  'the  prin- 
cess and  her  maids  came  walking  along  the  river 
bank.  Soon  -the  princess  saw  the  basket  bobbing 
on  the  water. 

"Bring  it  to  me,"  she  commanded  one  of  her 
maids. 

The  maid  waded  into  the  river  and  brouglht  'back 
the  basket. 

When  the  princess  removed  the  basket  Ud,  she 
saw  a  laughing  baby  with  dark  eyes  and  dark 
ringlets  on  his  head.  He  seemed  to  reach  out  his 
arms  to  her.  The  princess  picked  ihim  up. 

"Some  Hebrew  mother  has  hidden  her  son  heare," 
said  'the  .princess.  "I  will  keep  him.  He  ^aU  be 
my  son.  Then  'the  king  'wUl  not  kill  him." 

Miriam  ihad  been  watching  and  hstemng.  Now 
she  came  running  to  the  princess.  She  bowed 
before  she  spoke.  "Would  you  like  for  me  to  find 
a  Hebrew  woman  to  take  care  of  the  baby  for 
you?" 

"Yes,"  replied  the  princess. 

Quickly  Miriam  ran  home  and  'told  Mother  all 
that  had  'happened. 

"God  has  saved  our  baby,"  said  Mother. 

When  Miriam  returned  with  Mottier  to  the  river, 
the  princess  said,  "Take  this  baby.  Care  for  him 
until  he  is  old  eno:ugh  to  come  to  the  palace  to 
live  With  me.  He  ishali  be  my  son  and  'I  wiLM  name 
him  Moses." 

Happily  Mother  and  Miriam  took  Moses  home. 
Now  Miriam  could  show  the  baiby  to  her  friends. 
She  could  play  with  him  without  fear  because  he 
was  the  Princess'  son. 

God  had  an  im'portant  job  for  Moses  when  he 
was  a  man.  God  needed  Miriam  to  help  .oare  for 
'him  When  he  was  a  baiby. 

God  needs  boys  and  girls  to  help  Him  today. 
Do  you  look  for  ways  to  serve  God  at  home,  at 
school,  wherever  you  may  be? 

— ^Based  on  Exodus  2:1-11 
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Mission  Story:     Medicine  for  Bab^i 


Babu  was  aick.  He  lay  on  the  mat  on  ithe  floor. 
His  eyes  were  dosed  but  he  tjumed  and  kicked 

reailessly. 

His  mother  felt  his  head.  It  was  'hot. 

Mother  Shook  iher  :head.  "Poor  BaJbu,"  she  said. 
"You  are  very  -siok." 

She  went  Oiutside  and  gathered  sito'nes.  She 
brouiglht  ithem  in.  Near  Balbu's  head  she  built  a 
small  altar.  It  was  an  altar  to  ithe  evil  spirits.  She 
prayed  to  the  evil  spirits.  She  asJked  them  to  have 
Babu  so  he  would  be  weU  again. 

But  Babu  didn't  get  weU.  All  day  he  tossed  and 
turned  and  groaned. 

lEarly  the  next  morning  a  neighbor  came  run- 
ning lin. 

"Come.  Come  quickly  and  bring  Babu.  The 
Ohrisltlans  are  in  our  viUlage  today.  Perhaps  their 
doctor  can  .make  Babu  well." 

Mother  shook  her  head.  "I  don't  think  so.  The 
eviil  spirits  won't  leave  him." 

"Let's  try,"  urged  *he  neighbor. 

Gently  Mother  picked  up  Babu.  Holdinig  him 
closely  she  walked  as  quidMy  as  she  coiuld  to 
the  center  of  the  village  where  the  Christians  had 
a  clinic  once  a  month. 

She  waited  patiently  untU  it  w:aB  her  turn.  Then 
she  handed  Babu  to  the  nurse  who  w;as  wdth  the 
doctor. 


"Evil  sipirits  are  in  Babu,"  she  said  sadly.  "They 
won't  leave.  Soon  he  will  die." 

The  doctor  listened  to  Babu's  heart.  He  looked 
in  his  ears  and  throat.  Then  he  prayed,  "Dear 
God,  thank  You  for  this  medlicdne.  Help  it  to  make 
Baibu  well.  In  Jesus'  namie  1  'pray.  Amen." 

To  Mother  the  doctor  said,  "Baibu  will  not  die. 
He  is  suick.  Very  slick,  but  he  w'Ul  not  die.  Chris- 
tians in  America  sent  this  medicine.  It  will  make 
'him  well." 

Then  the  doctor  gave  Babu  a  shot. 

"Take  him  home,"  the  doctor  said.  "He  vioU  sleep 
quietly.  Tomorrow  he  will  feel  better.  Do  not  let 
Mm  run  and  play  for  two  days." 

The  doctor  handed  Mother  a  booMet.  "Take 
this,"  he  said.  "Look  at  it.  The  pictures  will  tell 
you  about  the  true  God — itihe  One  ^who  loves  us. 
Next  month  when  we  are  here  bring  BaJbu  hack. 
We  want  to  iteU  iboth  of  you  albouit  lOur  loving 
God." 

Mother  carrying  Babu  walked  slowly  home.  He 
didn't  seem  quite  as  hoit.  He  wasn't  moaning  as 
much. 

"The  Christian's  God  is  good,"  she  thought.  I 
will  take  Babu  back  next  month  to  learn  moire 
about  Him." 


THE  BRETHREN  BOND  OF  PRAYER 


Men  and  women  in  the  Brettoen  Church  are 
unitinig  in  a  Bond  of  Prayer  to  pray  regularly  for 
God  to  supply  pastors,  missionaries,  and  educa- 
tional leadership  for  the  Church.  Will  you  join  this 
group  and  agree  to  i>ray  regularly  to  pray  for 
'laborers  for  the  harvesit  fields"? 

The  following  people  have  lindioted  their  wiUing- 
nesB  to  enter  the  Brethren  Bond  of  Prayer: 
— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  WtLnfield 
343  S.  Snyder  Rd. 
New  Lebanon,  Ohio    45345 
— ^Mrs.  Sharon  L.  'Fields 
216  S.  Park  Avenue 
Fremont,  Ohio    43420 
— Mrs.  Alberta  Holsiniger 
208  Sloan  Avenue 
Ashland,  OWo    44805 
— ^Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ken  Sullivan 
P.O.  Box  475 

Lathrop,  CalifomSia    95330 
— Mary  Lamlb 

13030  Louisville  Street 
Paris,  Ohio    44669 
— iMirs.  Joihn  A.  Hepler 
912  N.  'Broadway 
Beitlin,  Penmsylvanila    15530 
— HSlen  M.  Jordan 
1234  West  Riidgeway 
Waterloo,  Iowa    50701 
— Mrs.  Dale  M.  Workman 
R.D.  1,  Box  301 
Geongatowm,  Delaware    19947 
— ^Rev.  John  Brownidberger 
23  W.  Hmicreat 
Daytooti,  Ohio    45405 


— ^Evain  M.  Brldenisitiine 

384  W.  Prospect  S'treet 

SmithvOlle,  Ohio    44677 
— Mrs.  Francis  Berkshire 

8556  E.  Bonlta  Drive 

Soottsdale,  Arizona    85253 
— Dick  and  Maryellen  Besit 

Nappanee,  Indiania 
— Wayne  and  Sharyn  Crytzer 

R.D.  2,  Box  343 

Vandergrift,  Pemnisylvanlia    15690 
— Mrs.  Earl  Bridensitline 

384  W.  Proispect 

Smithville,  Ohio    44677 
— ^Rev.  and  Mrs.  Larry  Bolinger 

327  S.  Milton  Street 

Smithvlffle,  Ohio    44677 
— Theflma  W.  Richardson 

R.D.  2,  Box  14 

Rehoboth  Beadh,  Delaware    19971 
— Charles  Long 

512  CoUege  Avenue 

Ashland,  Ohio    44805 
— ^Kathleen  W.  'Bryan 

Rt.  1,  Box  269 

GeorgetO'wn,  Delaware    19947 
— Lois  land  Virgil  L.  Bamhaint 

Germamitown,  Qhlio 

If  you  (waish  to  join  the  Bond  of  Prayer  kindly 

indicate  yo'ur  ipledge  to  pray  regularly  by  sending 
your  intention  on  a  postcard  or  in  a  letter  to: 

Ch'arles  Munison 

910  Center  Street 

Ashland,  Ohio    44805 
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Memorials 


WENGER 

George  Logan  Weniger  ill,  eddest  son  of  George 
and  Maxine  Wenger  of  Ivinville,  Virginia  was 
instantly  taken  to  be  with  the  Lord  when  his  car 
skidded  out  of  control  on  a  fog^shrouded  highway 
near  ihis  home  While  trying  to  avoid  striking  some- 
'One's  pat  on  August  19th. 

He  recently  began  a  career  in  the  field  of 
Physical  Education  and  as  a  Baseball  Coach  in 
FarmvUle,  Virginia  and  was  on  his  way  to  begin 
the  fall  term  when  the  tragic  accident  occurred. 

Brother  Logan,  wiho  would  have  been  25  on 
August  25  is  survived  ^also  by  his  wife,  Sharon; 
son,  Scott;  a  brother,  Douglas;  sisters,  Sharon  and 
and  Connie:  and  his  paternal  grandmother,  Mrs. 
P.  G.  Wenger. 

The  Memorial  service  was  heild  in  the  Bethlehem 
Brethren  Church  of  Harrisonburg,  Virginia  and 
was  conducted  by  Pastor  Ed  Schwartz. 


PRICE 

Dr.  Douglas  W.  Price,  age  65.  Dr.  Price  wajs 
bom  July  5,  1910  in  Nappanee.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  First  Brethren  Chsiwdh.  of  Nappanee.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife  Mary  Peace;  one  daughter 
Linda;  one  son  Willard;  one  stepson  Charles  and 
five  sisters:  Mrs.  Maiy  Stewart  and  Mrs.  Dorothy 
Arch  (his  twin) — bath  of  Nappanee;  Mrs.  Marjorie 
Kimmel  and  Mrs.  Hilda  Carpenlter  of  Ashland, 
Ohio,  and  Mrs.  F'reida  Staffer  of  Topeka,  Kansas. 
Services  were  held  in  the  First  Brethren  Church 
of  Nappanee.  Alvin  Shlfflett  officiated. 

STRANG 

Paul  Strang,  age  62.  Bom  Nov.  12,  1912  in 
Koscuisko  County,  Ind.  Survived  by  wife  Hilda, 
and  two  sons  Robert  and  BdUie,  both  of  Nappanee, 
Ind.  Paul  professed  faith  in  Christ  before  he 
graduated  from  this  earth.  Alvin  Shlfflett 
officiated  his  service  in  the  First  Brethren  Church. 


ACROSS  THE  GREAT  DIVIDE 

When  I  put  out  to  sail  the  sea 

Across  the  Great  Divide, 
My  heart  shall  have  no  fear,  no  dread 

For  I  have  faith — inside, 
I  know  I  shall  not  sail  alone 

Nor  shall  I  lose  the  way; 
My  Pilot  shall  be  with  me  then 

Just  as  He  is  today. 
When  I  put  out  to  sail  the  sea, 

Let  faith  fill  your  heart,  too. 
For  somewhere  on  that  other  shore — 

I'll  watch  and  wait — for  you. 

Joseph  Stout 


October  4,  1974 


Page  Twenty-one 


NEWS  BRIEFS 


DIVORCE  IS  NEVER  NECESSARY 
PSYCHIATRIST  SAYS 

WHEATON,  IM. — "Divorce  is  never  necessary — 
not  even  in  cases  Where  adultery  is  involved," 
cHaims  Dr.  Paul  D.  Meier,  Milwaukee,  Wise,  psy- 
cMatrislt,  in  an  article  appearing  m  the  Fall  issue 
of  ACTION  magaaine. 

There  are  only  three  cihoices  for  a  person  in  an 
unlhappy  marriage,  he  points  out.  The  distressed 
partner  can  "(1)  idivorce — America's  greatest  cop- 
out  and  (by  far  the  moat  immature  choice;  (2) 
toug!h-out  the  marriage  without  working  to  im- 
prove it — ^another  immature  decision  but  not  quite 
as  irresponsible  as  idivorce,  or  (3)  maturely  face 
up  to  personal  hajigups  and  choose  to  build  an 
intimate  marriage  out  of  tihe  existing  one — the 
only  really  mature  choice  to  make." 

In  those  cases  where  a  couple  takes  the  easy 
way  out,  the  Christian  psycthiatrist  declares,  "they 
run  away  from  facing  their  own  hangups  by 
divorcing  and  remarrying.  Then  there  are  four 
miseraible  people  instead  of  just  two." 

Meier,  also  assistant  professor  of  pastonail  psy- 
chology and  counseling  at  Trinity  Evangelical 
Divinity  Sdhool  'in  Deerifield,  111.,  explains,  "I 
never  recemmend  divorce,  even  in  cases  of  adult- 
ery, tbecause  Ohrist  mstructed  us  in  Matthew  19:6, 
'Wihat  (therefore  God  hath  joined  together,  let  not 
man  put  asunder.'  I  point  out  ithat  according  to 
Scripture  Christ  permits  (not  commands)  divorce 
only  in  cases  Where  the  mate  has  committed 
'fornication.'  But  of  course  the  decision  'has  to  be 
made  by  the  counselee." 

The  magazine  article  relates  that  in  all  the  cases 
Where  both  marriage  -partners  were  Willing  to 
come  in  togetther  for  at  least  four  sessions  of 
counseOinig  (even  if  they  had  already  filed  for 
divorce),  not  a  single  couple  ended  up  gettinig  a 
divorce. 

United  Evangelical  ACTION  is  the  Official 
puiblioaition  of  the  National  Association  of 
EvangelicaHs. 


UNIQUE   BICENTENNIAL  GOSPEL, 
TRACT  FEATURES  MONTAGE  ART 

WHEATON,  I11.-jNAE's  new  Bicentennial  Tract 
may  turn  off  some  Christians  hut  communicate 
forcefully  with  tIhe  contemiporary  non^CShristian, 
according  (to  Tom  Johniston,  NAE  direator  of 
inforanation. 


"Those  Christians  Who  regularly  dispense  print- 
ed sermons  to  passersby  may  not  appreciate  hand- 
ing out  a  piece  of  art,  leaving  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
some  Scripture  to  do  the  preaching,"  he  said. 
"However,  there  is  much  to  be  said  for  an 
approach  which  challenges  by  'the  impact  of  vis.ual 
images  rather  than  relying  only  on  cover  ant  and 
lengthy  text." 

NAE  has  developed  the  special  tract,  "LrOt  Free- 
dom Ring,"  fo'r  Gospel  outreach  in  these  years  of 
bicentennial  emphasis.  A  striking  five-panel  mon- 
tage by  noted  Christian  illustrator  George  Worth 
contrasts  our  freedoms  "to  ibuild  or  destroy,  live 
or  die"  with  scriptural  texts  on  the  true  freedom 
found  only  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Sample  copies  of  the  four-color  tract  will  be 
mailed  to  churches  and  individuals  'participating 
in  NAE's  Bicentennial  Proigram  or  are  available 
from  NAE's  Wheaton  111.  office. 


WORKSHOPS    ON   STEWARDSHIP, 
CHURCH  GROWTH  AND  SOCIAL 
CONCERNS  SPONSORED  BY  NAE 

WHEATON,  111. — A  series  of  workshops  across 
the  West  and  Midwest  this  fall  Will  Ibring  to  pas- 
tors and  Christian  workers  the  expertise  of 
specialists  in  the  fields  of  stewardship,  church 
growth  and  social  concerns. 

One-day  "Workshops  on  Biblical  Stewardship," 
sponsored  by  the  Stewardship  Commission  of  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals,  were  held 
Sept.  15-21  in  Glendive,  BiUings,  Missoida,  Great 
FaUs  and  Helena,  Mont.,  and  Boise,  Ida.  Presen- 
tations included  such  subjects  as  "Raising  Men, 
Not  Money"  by  Rev.  Alvin  C.  Burkholder,  chair- 
man of  the  NAE  Stewardship  Commission  and 
director  of  Stewardship,  Brethren  in  Ohrist 
Church;  "Three  Necessary  Steps  for  Success"  by 
Dr.  Waldo  J.  Werning,  executive  secrc'tary  of 
Stewardship,  South  Wisconsin  District,  The  Luth- 
eran Church-Missouri  Synod;  and  "Finding  Out 
Where  We  Are  and  Where  We  Can  Grow"  by 
Rev.  Edward  J.  Hales,  NAE  director  of  Field 
Services,  ohairman  of  the  (3iristian  Stewardship 
Council  and  former  director  of  Stewardship  of  the 
Baptist  General  Conference.  Sessions  also  featured 
interaction,  questions,  suggestions,  sharing  and 
a  film  presentation. 

Seminars  on  Church  Growth  were  slated  for 
Sept.  22-27  in  Sioux  Falls,  S.  Dak.;  Albuquerque, 
N.  Mex.;  Tucson,  Ariz.;  Sacrament,  Clalif.;  and 
Las  Vegas,  Nev.  Rev.  Peter  Unruh,  successful 
pastor  of  the  Wooddale  Baptist  Oiurch,  Minnea- 
polis, 'Was  sdheduled  to  speak  on  "Principles  of 
Church  Growth;"  and  "NAE  and  Your  Church" 
was  to  be  presented  by  Rev.  R.  Gordon  Bacon, 
national  'field  representative  of  the  National  Asso- 
ciation of  Evangelicals  and  former  district  super- 
intendent of  the  Indiana  District  of  the  Missionary 
Church.  Also  inoluded  was  a  premiere  showing  o(f 
■the  fUmatrip,  "EvangeUsm/Church  Gro-with." 

A  Social  Concerns  WorkshO'p,  to  be  held  Oct.  4 
in  Chicago,  wiU  consider  "Urban  Strategy  for  the 
Evangelical  'Oiurdh."  Speakers  to  Ibe  on  program 
are  Rev.  (Clarence  HHliaird,  ehairmaai,  NAE  Evan- 
gelical Social  Action  CommisBion,  amd  others  in 
the  field. 


Page  Twenty-two 


The  Brethren  Evang'elist 


ct^^^^^ 


ARE  YOU  A  MEMBER  OF  NATIONAL  BYC? 


In  1973-1974  there  were  1224  registered  members  of  National  BYC. 
In  1974-1975  there  were  1142  registered  members  of  Natiorual  BYC. 
In  1975-1976  there  are  ????  registered  members  of  National  BYC. 


WILL  YOU  BE  ONE  OF  THEM? 


THE  1974-75  TOP  TEN  CHURCHES  IN  REGISTERED  BYC  MEMBERSHIPS! 


(cihurch  name) 

(district) 

(registered  members) 

Ardmare 

Northern  Indiana 

29 

Hagerstown 

Southeast 

32 

Vandergrift 

Pennsylvania 

33 

Burlington 

Southern  Indiana 

35 

North  Manchester 

Southern  Indiana 

35 

West  Alexandria 

Miami  Valley  (Ohio) 

37 

New  Lebanon 

Miami  Valley  (Ohio) 

47 

Sarasota 

Florida 

.48 

Vineo 

Pennsylvania 

49 

Ashland-Park  Street 

Northeast  Ohio 

51 

National  BYC  Registration  Deadline  —  Oct.  31,  1975! 


October  4,  1974 

NOTICE  TO  ALL  PASTORS 
AND  BYC  ADVISORS 


BYC  Registration  forms  and  Coillege  Student 
Registration  forms  were  sent  by  firsit-olass  niaH 
on  September  5,  1975.  These  forms  were  sent  to 
all  pastors  ajid  1974-75  BYC  Advisors.  Please  re- 
turn them  iby  Oatober  31,  1975  to  reap  the  full 
benefits  that  this  regisrtration  guarantees.  Just 
fill  in  the  form  iprovided  and  send  with  it  the 
$1.00  per  member  fee.  Do  it  today! ! 


BYC  Guidelines  (Deadline) 
October  31,  1975! 
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DID  YOU  KNOW? 


— that  337  Brethren  participated  in  the  ICL 
Seminar? 

— ^that  66  Brethren  Churches  were  represented  in 
the  rCL  Seminar?? 

— ithat  there  were  160  registered  youth  for  the 
BYC  Convention?? 

— that  312  Brethren  prayed  for  the  Crusaders 
through  the  Prayer  Program??  (Thanks  for 
your  support  and  loving  prayer  concern — YOU 
make  the  difference!  God  Bless  you!) 

— ^that  the   1976   Convention  plarmlkig  is  already 
under     way     and     it's     going     to     be     FAN- 
TASTIC!!! See  you  then!) 


The  1975-76  Guidelines  have  been  published  in 
the  September  20,  1975  issue  of  the  Brethren 
Evangeli.st.  They  will  also  be  in  the  September 
issue  of  Morning  Star  and  wUl  be  sent  to  each 
registering  youth  with  his  membersihip  card  and 
other  information. 


BYC  GuideUnes  DEADLINE— October  31,  1975! 


Discount  .  .  Discount  .  .  Discount 


THE  BRETHREN:  GROWTH  IN  LIFE 
AND  THOUGHT 


DISCOUNT 


DISCOUNT 


DISCOUNT 


For  those  individaials  Who  purchased  quantities 
of  the  new  book,  The  Brethren:  Growth  In  Life 

and  Thought,  we  would  like  to  give  you  a  discount. 

The  foUowing  rates  go  into  effect  immediately: 

(The    Brethren:    Growth    In   life   and   Thought) 

copies  1-19        $2.95  each 

copies         20-49        $2.50  each 

copies        50^ip        $2.00  each 


Teacher's  Manual  for  The  Brethren:  Growth  In 
Life  and  Thoug:ht  $1.25  each  (Due  to  hiunan  error 
the  price  of  the  book  was  misprinted  in  the  August 
23,  1975  issue  of  the  Brethren  EvangeUst — please 
check  the  above  prtice  list  wMdh  is  ooireot.  Thank 
you.) 
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SISTERHOOD 


Senior  Sisterhood  Program  —  November 


by  Mrs.  Ruth  Barber 


In  this  issue  we  are  introducdng  Mrs.  Ruth 
Barber,  -who  tvill  be  ivriting  the  insplrutionul 
articles  for  the  Senior  Sisterhood  programs. 

Mrs.  Barber  is  the  ivife  of  Rev.  Carl  L. 
Barber,  pastor  of  the  Chmidon  Brethren 
Church  in  Herndon,  Virginia. 

We  ivish  to  ivelcome  Mrs.  Barber  to  the 
staff  of  contributing  writers  for  the  variotis 
aii.xiliaries  to  THE  BRETHREN  EVAN- 
GELIST.    (Ed.  note) 


Wasted  Talents 


The  *heme  fcKr  the  entire  Brethren  Church  con- 
cerned Church  grawth.  'this  past  year,  so  our  Sister- 
hood topics  will  continue  tihis  tiheme  to  help  you 
discover  ways  that  Sisterhood  girls  can  help  the 
chui'ch  grow.  Sometimes  we  tend  to  "do'wngrade" 
ourselves,  and  feel  that  "God  can't  reaUy  use  me 
for  any  special  purpose."  Yet,  Scripture  indicates 
otherwise.  Let  us  look  at  three  passages  of  scrip- 
ture and  see  if  the  Lord  can  sihow  us  some  itruths 
conioerninig  our  igifts.  Each  girl  needs  to  follow 
along  in  iher  own  Bible,  carefully,  as  the  Scripture 
is  read  so  that  the  Lord  can  speak  directly  to  her. 
The  first  passage  is  fO'Und  in  Matthew  25:14-30. 
Read  this  aloud.  After  the  verses  are  read,  answer 
the  following  questions: 

1.  Does  each  person  have  the  same  number  of 
talents? 

2.  Dad  ithe  Lord  consider  the  one  talent  Ihe  gave 
to  the  third  servamt  impontant? 

3.  What  happened  to  the  servamt  who  did  not 
use  his  talent? 

4.  Do    you    consider    this    punishment    harsh? 
Why? 

Perhaps  there's  a  word  of  warning  in  this  i>assage 
for  those  of  us  who  feel  our  talent  isn't  really 
worth  anything,  »that  it  is  useless.  God  does  not 
waste  His  giifits.  Every  single  one  is  precious  and 
important,  and  contributes  to  the  ibuilding  up  of 
His  Body,  ithe  ohurdi.  Someone  in  your  group 
Should  act  as  a  recorder  now  as  you  begin  to  make 
a  list  of  talents.  Head  the  list,  '"Talents  Sisterhood 
girls  'have  ithat  can  'help  our  churdi  grow."  Each 
girl  Should  think  of  some  talent  to  add  to  the  list. 
See  if  you  can  list  at  least  twelve. 

The  second  section  of  Scripture  that  I  want  you 
to  examine  is  found  in  I  Peter,  Chapter  2.  We  are 
only  going  to  read  two  verses,  and  again,  girls, 
please  follow  in  your  Bible  so  God  can  apeak  to 
you.  Peter  is  writing  to  Qhristians  in  this  chaprter. 
Have  someone  read  verses  five  and  nine.  In  verse 
five  Peter  caUs  us  "lively  atones  that  build  up 
spiritual  house!"  That's  what  we  are,  girls — eaoh 
of  us  ds  a  buOding  block  in  our  local  diurch.  Peter 


also  uses  a  word  in  these  two  verses  to  describe 
God's  i>6ople.  Can  you  find  this  word  used  in  both 
verse  five  and  verse  nine?  The  word  is  "priest- 
hood." With  all  the  discussion  concerning  the 
ordination  of  women  to  the  pries^thood  in  several 
denominaltions  it  might  be  well  to  remember  that 
(if  Jesus  Christ  lives  within  you,  you  are  already 
considered  by  God  to  be  a  -member  of  the  priest- 
hood! What  is  the  function  of  a  priest?  A  priest 
is  a  person  Who  reminds  lOr  teUs  people  about  God 
and  His  Gift,  Jesus  Christ.  Stop  and  ithink  a 
minute.  I  want  you  to  add  to  the  list  of  talents, 
some  spiritual  gifts  or  talents  that  the  girls  in 
your  igroup  have.  These  are  gifts  that  you  can  use 
to  teU  people  about  Jesus.  I  hope  ytou  can  think  of 
at  least  five! 

Our  la3t  Scripture  is  found  in  I  Ooriruthians  12. 
Read  verses  15-21,  and  verse  27.  Then  answer 
these  questions: 

1.  In  your  physical  body  is  the  ear  a  part  of 
your  body?  Is  it  the  entire  body?  Do  you 
still  feel  that  your  ear  is  important? 

2.  Can  you  see  your  lungs?  Are  they  import- 
ant? What  would  happen  if  your  limigs  sud- 
denly ceased  functioning? 

3.  In  your  spiritual  body,  the  local  church,  are 
you  a  part  of  that  body?  According  to  God's 
Word  you  are  important  to  the  functioninig 
ol  that  ibody?   (see  verses  21  &  22). 

Girls,  the  local  'Church  is  a  pant  of  the  Body  of 
Christ.  Even  thoug'h  you  feel  small  and  insig- 
nificant alt  itimes,  God  'has  dhosen  you  and  placed 
you  and  endowed  you  with  gifts  that  wiU  build  up 
His  body.  God  will  judge  you  severely  if  you  with- 
ihold  these  gifts  from  His  Body.  He  will  bless  you 
and  the  Body  'if  you  use  these  'gifts  to  glorify  Him. 
Close  in  'prayer.  Ask  iGod  to  sho'W  you  clearly  what 
gifts  He  wants  you  to  use  for  His  glory.  Ask  God 
to  miake  you  willing  to  'Use  these  gifts  to  build  up 
His  Body  in  your  local  ohuirch. 

(Be  sure  to  save  the  "gift  list"  you  have  made. 
Bring  it  to  eaoh  meeting  this  year — we're  gohrg 
to  use  it  frequently.) 


October  4,  1974 

JUNIOR  SISTERHOOD 
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by  Mrs.  Pauline  Benshoff 


God's  Kindness  and  Our  Oivn 


OPENING  POEM: 

Thinking  'Bout  Thanksgiving 

We  received  anoither  ad  today 

Announcing  a  'pre-Chrisitmas  sale. 

But  to  remember  Thanksgiving  Day 
Our  merchants  seem  to  fail. 

Pertoaips,  they  are  too  busy 

Or,  maybe  don't  even  oare 
That  God  provides  everything, 

Even  the  clOithes  they  wear. 

Not  to  kaiow  God 

Is  more  tragic  yet. 
And  so,  as  His  disciples 

An  example  we  must  set. 

This  year  at  Thanksg'iving 

Let's  set  aside  the  day 
To  igive  thanks  for  our  blessings 

And  bow  our  heads  to  pray. 

— Sara  Hanna 

(Rev.  Joe  Hanna's  wife) 


CALL  TO  WOKSHIP:  Philippians  4:4-7  (let's 
open  our  Bibles  to  the  place  and  read  aloud 
together) 

SCRIPTURE  COMMENTS:  Our  verses  indicate 
'that  we  be  always  full  of  joy  iin  the  Lord.  Let 
everyone  see  that  you  are  unselfisih  and  gentle 
in  ail  that  you  do.  Remember  that  the  Lord  is 
■coaning  soon.  Don't  worry  about  anything;  instead, 
pray  about  everything;  tell  iGod  your  needs  and 
Don't  forget  to  thank  Him  for  His  answers.  If 
you  do  this  you  will  know  God's  peace  which  is 
far  more  wonderful  than  the  human  mind  can 
understand.  His  peace  wiU  keep  your  thoughts 
quiet  and  at  rest  as  you  trust  in  Christ  Jesus. 

PRAYER  CIRCLE:  Let's  aU  stand,  join  hands 
and  pray  together.  Pray  first  for  your  meeting 
tonlight  thajt  your  mind  may  be  cleared  of  other 
things  and  yet  open  to  the  Spirit's  leading:  pray 
far  the  girl  on  your  left ;  then  on  your  right ;  pray 
for  your  patroness;  your  minister;  your  Church; 
and  for  God  to  lead  you  to  a  more  committed  and 
dedicated  life  for  Him,  so  that  you  are  -becoming 
what  He  planned  for  you  to  be  in  the  world  today; 
give  thanks  for  the  gift  of  iGod's  son,  for  the 
'beauty  of  nature  and  laU  the  personal  blessings 
you've  known.  (Close  prayer  time  by  singing  the 
Doxology  without  accompaniment.  Let  the  words 
flow  forth  from  your  'heart  as  well  as  your  lips.) 

LEADER:  KirtdneBS  is  a  Chrisitian  grace  whidh 
we  need  to  cultivate  in  our  lives.  We  learned  a 
little  memory  verse  very  early  in  our  lives  that 
said  "Be  ye  kind  one  to  another".  ThiaJt  isn't  all 
of  the  verse,  but  it  will  be  enoaigli  for  now.  What 
'has  that  mudh  of  the  verse  meant  to  you?  Did 
you  consider  that  the  "ye"  in  the  verse  means  you? 
You  be  kind.  You  may  feel  that  it  is  impossible  to 
be  kind.  Or  you  rnigiht  'say,  well  God's  kindtness  is 


so  much  wiser,  greater,  purer  and  so  much  more 
unselfish  than  human  kindness  that  the  two  can 
scarcely  be  compared.  But — ^God's  kindness  should 
cause  us  to  be  as  kind  to  others  as  He  has  been 
to  us.  Now  we  can  see  that  we  need  to  work  on 
that,  don't  we?  Christ  said.  "Fi-eely  ye  have  re- 
ceived, freely  give".  This  applies  to  blessings  and 
kindness  of  every  kind.  Christ  impressed  upon 
His  followers  that  we  should  act  toward  others 
the  way  we  hope  God  would  act  toward  us.  If 
we've  rec'd  the  favor  of  God  in  the  form  of  bless- 
ings, we  should  pass  it  along  to  others.  So  let's 
compare  God's  kindness  and  ours  as  we  progress 
in  our  meeting  this  evening. 

QUESTION,  REFERENCE  &  DISCUSSION 
TIME:  (Hand  out  these  questions  before  your 
meeting.  Then  come  and  discuss  your  findings 
together.  Maybe  even  flnid  other  verses) 

1.  How  does  God  show  kindness  to  us?  Romans 
5:8  (How  do  you  feel  personally  about  it?) 

2.  How  is  the  Bible  an  evidence  of  God's  Kindness? 
II  Timothy  3:15-17  (Do  you  think  God  had  you 
in  mind?  Which  verse  confirms  it?) 

Mark  4:26-29 

How  is  God's  kindness  to  man  'Shown  in  the 
natural  world?  Psalm  89:11;  Psalm  48:13; 
How  does  God's  kindness  differ  from  human 
kindness?  John  14:27;  Malachi  3:10,  John  3:16 

5.  How  can  we  develop  the  habit  of  being  kind? 
Epih.  4:32;  I  Cor.  13:4;  Luke  6:36;  I  Peter  3:8 
(Dare  we  be  any  other  way?) 

6.  How  can  being  kind  to  others  be  the  result  of 
a  thankful  heart?  H  Cor.  9:7-15 

7.  Why  do  we  have  so  mudh  unkindness  in  ibhe 
world?  Rom.  8:8;  Rom.  15:3;  Heto.  11:6;  John 
8:29 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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8.  Why  is  it  hiarder  to  be  kind  to  .some  ipeopie 
than  it  is  to  lOliheirs?  I  Johm  4:7,  8;  Pnov.  17:17; 
John    13:34 

9.  How  does  being  a  Ohristiaii  help  tus  to  be  kind? 
(for  everyoine  to  discuss  and  substantiate) 

LEADER:  How  kind  lare  you  to  people?  The 
unkind  person,  are  you  kind  to  that  person?  The 
kind  people,  that's  easy,  I  can  be  kind  to  them. 
God's  Word  says,  in  the  Amplified  vension  that 
we  not  only  be  kind  to  one  amoither,  but  lalso  te- 
ooime  useful  and  helpful.  iCtioose  someone  to  read 
this  poem  in  cloisimg  that  .wiil  help  us  put  all 
lOur  thoughts  toigetthar  this  evening  land  to  see 
ourselves  as  others  see  us. 

Drop  a  Pebble  in  the  Water 

Drop  a  pebble  in  the  water,  justt  a  splasih, 
and  it  is  (gone; 
iBut  there's  'half  a  hundred  ripples 
circling  on,  and  on,  land  on. 

Spreading,  spreading  from  the  iceniter,  plowing 
on  out  to  the  sea. 
But  there's  not  a  way  of  telUnig  wiheire 
the  end  is  going  to  be: 

Drop  an  unkind  word,  or  careless,  in  a  moment 
it  is  igone. 
But  there  aire  half  a  hundred  ripples 
circling  on,  and  on,  and  on. 

They  >aire  spreading,  ever  spreading  Scam  the 
center  as  they  go; 
And  (there  is  no  way  to  stop  them,  once 
you've  started  them  to  fflow. 

Drop  an  unkind  word,  or  careless,  in  a 
(minute  you  tEoiigeit 


But  there  are  little  wavelets  ftawtotg, 
and  theire  are  ripples  cirdlinig  yet. 

And  perhaps  in  some  sad  heart  a  mighty  wave 
of  tears  you've  stirred. 
And  disturbed  a  life  once  'hajypy,  when 
you  dropped  that  unkinid  word. 

Drop  a  word  of  dheer  land  kindness,  just  a  flash, 
and  It  is  gone; 
But  there  are  half  a  hundred  (ripiples 
dirchng  on,  and  on,  and  on. 

Bearing  hope  and  joy  and  oomfort  on  each 
gplaiShing,  dasihinig  wave. 
Till  you'd  not  believe  (the  volume  of  the 
lone  kind  word  you  gave. 

Drop  a  word  of  cheer  and  kindness,  in  a 
minute  you  forget. 
But  there's  gladness  still  a  swelMmg, 
and  there's  joiy  a  circling  yet. 

And  you've  roUed  a  wave  of  comfoirtt  iwhose 
isweet  music  can  be  heard 
Over  miles  and  mUes  of  water,  just  by 
dropping  one  'kind  woird. 
— M/uiiel  Lawson 

(wife  lof  Rev.  Dehner  Lawson) 
BUSINESS: 
BENEDICTION: 

REFRESHMENTS:  (While  tlhe  refireshmenrtis 
are  getting  iready,  trace  a  3  inch  circle  on  a  piece 
of  heavy  colored  paper.  Oult  it  out.  Use  Magic 
markers  and  wriite  in  Caps  these  letters  IWTTBK. 
Put  a  piece  of  string  through  a  hole  you  make  ait 
the  top  and  hang  it  around  youir  neck.  Know 
wthat  those  letters  stand  for?  I  will  try  to  be  kind.) 


a   book   review 


FOR  PASTORS  ONLY 

Many  of  you  (pastors)  are  familiar  with  the 
writings  of  Jay  E.  Adams  such  as  Competent  to 
Counsel  and  others.  In  1974  he  has  written  wthat 
is  to  be  the  first  of  a  series  of  books  on  "Shteiphierd- 
ing  God's  Plock"  with  this  first  book  enititled  The 
Pastoral  Life,  published  by  Baker  Book  House. 
Enough  have  purcthased  this  finst  volume  that  it 
was  reprinted  in  1975  by  Baker. 

I  find  the  book  very  interesitlng  sitarting  with 
Pastoral  Theotogy,  through  (things  to  consider  be- 
fore becoming  a  ipastor,  dhapters  on  receiving  or 
rejecting  a  call  from  a  church  as  weU  as  much 
material  on  the  various  asipects  of  the  work  of  a 
pastor.  Problems  such  as  repossessing  time  and 
planning  and  scheduling  are  included  as  well  as 
resit,  recreation  and  hobbies,  One  of  the  most 
refresMng  things  is  the  autihoars  continual  refer- 
ence to  scripture  to  back  up  his  sitatements  and 
his  emphasis  on  retumiing  to  the  Word  of  'God 
in  every  changing  situation. 

Each  chapter  terminates  "wttih  itwo  sets  of  ex- 
ercises, one  for  the  student  and  :the  oitlher  for  .the 
pastor.  Thus  it  is  not  Oinly  a  book  to  be  read  but 
one  to  be  studied  and  more  than  likely  one  'that 


you  will  want  to  keep  for  reference  after  once 
going  Uirough  in  isitudy. 

Later  volumes  .are  'planned  to  cover  pastoral 
counseling,  planning,  leadership  and  administra- 
tion, the  pverf  ormanoe  of  wedding  'ceremonies  and 
conducting  funeral  services,  tlie  adminisitraMon  of 
saoramenits,  and  extra-congregational  activities. 
The  Pastoral  'Life  by  Jay  E.  Adams  should  be  a 
useful  volume  in  your  library  and  is  avallaible 
through  the  Brethren  'BookBtore. 

The  Bookworm 
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The  Solingen  Brethren 


A  digest  of  a  paper  on  the  forefathers  of 
The  Brethren  Church  by  studeiits  in  a,  class 
on  Brethren  History  and  Doctrine  conducted 
at  the  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  by  Rev. 
Richard  Allison. 


by  Wes  Ellis 


The  Solinigen  Brethren  are  six  men  from  the 
town  o'i  Sofljingen  in  Palatine  who  were  arrested 
for  their  religious  dissenit.  Jolhn  Loibach,  William 
Knepper,  Goittfrled  Stetius,  Joihn  Henkels,  Jacob 
Graihe  'and  William  Graihe  had  heen  reared  in  the 
Reformed  ta^adition  buf  sometime  before  1713  they 
had  come  into  oonitact  wiith  Hochmann  von 
Hoohenau  and  tihirough  -hiim  experienced  an 
awakening.  After  their  awakening  they  began  to 
meet  in  their  homes  for  Bible  study,  mutual  ex- 
hortation anid  finally  in  1713  they  were  baptized, 
presumably  toy  one  -anather. 

During  this  period  of  ihisitary,  churches  were 
state  supported  lanid  attendance  at  one  of  the 
three  state  churOhes;  Roman  Catholic,  Lutheran 
and  Reformed,  was  mandatoiry.  The  Solingen 
Brethren  became  thoroughly  disigusited  with  the 
Church  because  it  was  a  greater  follower  of 
Louiis  XrV  'than  of  Jesus  Ohriisit.  This  was  not 
merely  reflected  in  the  oonigregati'on  but  in  the 
clergy  as  well.  Hence  the  great  crime  for  which 
the  Brethren  were  arrested  was  that  of  not  attend- 
ing Ohurch.  They  were  led  aw^ay  to  the  prison  at 
DusseQdorf  overwhelmed  with  .mercy  anid  joy  that 
they  could  now  endure  so-mething  for  the  pure 
truth  of  Jesus  Christ.  Though  bound  by  the  arms 
they  spent  their  travels  rsinging,  "O  Jesus,  My 
Briidegroiom,  How  Happy  I  Feel." 

In  the  course  of  the  journey  the  guards  learned 
that  they  could  trust  the  Brethren  and  at  one  poiint 
the  Brethren  were  more  than  a  mile  separated 
from  each  other  and  thedr  guards.  They  could 
easily  have  escaped  but  Ohose  not  to  do  this.  At 
the  prison  they  were  questioned  by  judges  and 
maintained  that  thiey  had  done  northing.  The  derigy 
infoirmed  ithem  that  they  found  nothing  in  their 
lives  or  conduct  hut  rather  feat  they  onust  laibide 
'by  lone  of  the  ithree  dhurdhes. 

Ultimately  the  'derigy  'that  visited  them  decided 
that  'tiiie  '0.nly  way  that  the  Brethren  oo'Uld  be 
brougiht  to  repentance  was  toy  hairsh  treatment. 
During  this  time  they  were  toeing  held  over  the 
torture  room  and  endured  the  languished  screams 
of  a  man  and  him  wifie  who  were  toeing  tortured 
'by  thumbsorews,  'the  rack  and  the  "Spanish  hoot." 
They  were  assured  that  'they  were  to  toe  tortured 
in  like  manner  and  were  'SO  oonvlinoed  that  their 
death  Wcis  immin'ent  that  some  off  .the  Brethren 
wrote  farewell  letters  'to  thedir  homes.  This  how- 
ever turned  -out  to  be  a  tolutflf. 

Their  case  was  finally  presented  ait  thanee  'univer- 
sities for  judgment  and  ithey  were  sentenced  to  life 
imprisonment  at  hard  labor  lalt  Juli'ch,  a  town  near 


the  Dutch  border.  At  JuMch  'they  were  placed 
in  ithe  Bacon  Pantry,  a  room  so  named  because  of 
the  infestation  of  rats.  The  imen  of  the  Bacon 
Pantry  demanded  an  inlitiatio'n  gift,  .maintaining 
that  if  Christ  himself  came  to  the  Bacon  Pantry, 
He  too  would  give  such  a  gift.  Under  protest,  the 
Breithren  firi'ally  gave  the  men  a  little  beer.  These 
same  men  made  a  mockery  of  the  Brethren's 
clean  habits  toy  putting  lice  and  fleas  in  their 
bedding. 

After  a  period  lof  separation  ithe  Breithren  were 
put  together  in  a  dungeon  under  the  gate  known 
as  "Paradise."  The  walls  here  were  ten  feet  thick 
and  the  light  sliit  was  so  narrow  that  a  rat  could 
barely  crawl  through  so  that  as  a  result  they  were 
only  able  to  have  direct  sunh'ght  in  their  ro'om 
three  weeks  out  of  the  year,  in  February. 

They  worked  twelve  hours  each  day  at  various 
tasks.  One  of  which  -was  removing  muck  from 
the  moat.  They  did  this  standing  sometimes  waist 
deep  in  water  in  freezing  temperatures,  a  task 
which  the  other  prisoners  would  not  do  even  after 
beating  them.  One  task  they  refused  to  undertake 
was  when  four  soldiers  esco'ried  the  priest  through 
with  the  so-called  monstrance.  The  guard  told 
them  that  when  the  priest  passed  through  they 
would  have  to  fall  to  their  knees.  They  replied, 
"If  we  were  willing  to  do  that  we  would  not  need 
to  be  lin  prison." 

While  in  prison  their  weekly  aJlotment  of  food 
was  five  and  one  half  pounds  of  bread  weekly. 
In  the  winter  they  supplemented  themselves  by 
making  buttons,  presuma;toiy  learning  this  trade 
from  Joihn  Loibach  who  was  a  buttonmaker  by 
profession.  With  ithis  additional  miO'ney  they  were 
able  to  buy  barley,  peas  and  ientUs  which  they 
took  turns  cooking.  They  also  received  .goods  and 
ni'Oney  from  Brethren  who  camie  to  see  them  while 
they  were  ithere.  Grahe  stated  that  they  were 
visited  so  loften  that  the  people  of  JuMch  were 
astonisihed  because  they  had  so  many  acquain- 
tances and  'that  they  showed  such  love  for  one 
another. 

Their  release  came  aitoout  in  a  most  peculiar 
way.  It  happened  that  a  merchant  named  Schlieper 
was  riding  in  &  'lig'hter  with  a  Dutch  theologian 
by  'the  name  'Of  DeBloftss.  A  remark  was  made 
concerning  the  reOiiigio-us  freedom  which  was  now 
enjoyed.  Schlieper  m'ade  mention  'Of  the  fact  -thait 
the  Brethren  were  being  held  in  purison  at  that 
very  itime  for  their  'religious  oonviotio'ns.  De  Bloiss 
wias  referred  'to  Hubert  Rahr  w^ho  inquired  of  'th-e 
Brethren  for  details. 
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When  the  Breithren  replied,  they  knew  neither 
Rahr  nor  the  significance  of  his  letter.  Throug'h 
diplomatic  pressure  the  Dutch  were  able  to  sway 
toward  mercy,  the  Elector  Palatine.  The  tribula- 
tions of  the  Solin.gen  Brethren  were  still  not  over. 

The  first  five  of  the  Brethren  were  processed 
and  released  however  When  Jacob  Grahe  was 
asked  if  he  promised  not  to  carry  on  his  trade  or 
teach  others  m  Palatine;  he  replied,  "If  the  Elector 
Palatine  demands  it."  His  release  was  held  up  for 
more  than  a  month  while  the  judges  Inquired  if 
this  indeed  was  w^hat  the  wish  of  the  Elector 
Palatine. 

When  the  ordeal  was  finally  over  they  distri- 
buted their  meager  belongings  amongst  their 
friends  and  said  then'  goodbyes.  Even  the  priests 
who  were  instriomental  .in  many  of  their  woes 
applauded  them  and  wished  them  blessings  in 
their  freedom. 

It  was  of  particular  interest  to  me  that  after 
prison  the  love  bond  that  held  them  together  and 
sustained  them  through  many  trials,  dissolved  and 
each  went  his  own  way  and  became  involved  else- 
w'here.  Stetius  lived  for  a  time  with  Lobach  and 
then   married   a   Mennonite.   Later  he  had  some 


attachment  to  the  Quakers.  Stetius  apparently 
lived  alone  after  Lobach  left.  Henkels  and  Knepper 
moved  together  to  Friesland  and  Knepper  finally 
left  there  and  was  married.  He  came  to  America 
with  Mack  in  1729.  Thoug'h  we  can  be  assured 
that  their  love  for  one  another  lived  on,  it  seems 
a  great  paradox  that  the  love  that  held  them  to- 
gether in  the  end  sent  them  each  his  own  way  to 
work  in  God's  Kingdom's  work. 


Weston  Ellis — ivas  born  in  Goshen,  Indi- 
ana. He  graduated  from  Ashland  College  in 
1972. 

He  married  Sally  Eller  in  1962  and  they 
are  the  jmrents  of  two  daughters,  Lynn  and 
Jolinda. 

He  gradiMted  from  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary  in  June  of  1975  and  is  now  serv- 
ing as  pastor  of  the  Oakville  Brethren 
Church  Church  in  Indiana. 


"O  Job,  stand  sfill!" 


Job  41:16    One  is  so  near  to  another,  that  no  air 
can  come  between  them. 


"The  problem,  of  ivhich  the  book  of  Job  is 
the  profound  discussion,  finds  here  its  solu- 
tion. Brought  into  the  presence  of  God,  Job 
is  revealed  to  himself.  In  no  sense  a  hypo- 
crite, but  godly  and  possessing  a  faith  ivhich 
all  his  afflictions  could  not  shake.  Job  was 
yet  self-righteoiis  and  lacking  in  humility. 
But  in  the  presence  of  God  he  anticipates  the 
experience  of  Paul  and  the  problem  is  solved. 
THE  GODLY  ARE  AFFLICTED  THAT 
THEY  MAY  BE  BROUGHT  TO  SELF- 
KNOWLEDGE,  AND  SELF-JUDGMENT. 
Such  afflictions  are  not  penal  for  sins,  hut 
remedial  and  purifying." 


Hearken  to  this,  Job, 

And  know  the  works  of  He 

Who  can  make  the  south  winds  warm 

And  cause  the  storms  to  flee. 

Now  face  to  face  with  Him, 

No  air  can  come  between, 

He'U  answer  all  your  questions 

About  the  wonders  you  have  seen. 

Jehovah  causes  the  rains  to  faU 

To  satisfy  the  earth. 

And  bring  the  bud  to  flower 

And  blesses  each  new  birth. 

He  puts  wisdom  in  the  inner  self 

And  understanding  m  the  heart. 

The  arrow  cannot  make  Him  ffliee, 

He  laugheth  at  the  dart. 

Then  Job  talked  to  the  Lord  and  said, 

"I  heard  with  but  the  ear. 

But  since  You  bade  me  to  be  still, 

I|feel  You  very  near." 

Helen  Bamhart 
Copyright  C  1975 
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TAPPING  A  NATIONAL  RESOURCE 


Older  Americans! 


Throughout  the  United  States  moire  and  more 
older  Am.eTticans  are  heLpinig  theiir  communities, 
their  States,  amd  the  Nation. 

Tlhis  effort  is  slowly  ohanginig  the  picture  of 
older  people  vvhlcih  far  too  many  Americans  have 
held  too  long. 

Older  AmericaJiis  are  beginning  ito  he  reoognized 
as  a  national  resource  wihich  many  communities 
are  learning  to  tap.  Their  energies  and  their  free 
time  are  starting  to  ;be  used  for  the  caimtry's 
advantage  and  their  own. 

America  is  discovering  that  its  resources  are 
■limited.  If  it  is  to  achieve  its  great  dream  of  help- 
ling  all  its  people  who  need  help,  it  must  make  use 
of  the  energies  and  experience  of  older  Americans. 

Older  Americans  are  voluniteering  'their  services 
to  help  plan  service  networks  for  older  people. 
They  are  acting  as  advocates  for  other  older 
Americans,  helping  them  find  the  services  they 
need,  helping  them  qualify  for  needed  income. 

Older  Americans  are  also  providing  significant 
services  to  people  In  -the  total  community — chil- 
dren, young  people,  the  middle-aged — and  many 
w'ho  are  institutionalized. 

The  Administration  on  Aging  in  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare, 
this  year  has  started  to  create  service  networks 
for  older  people  in  local  areas  .throughout  America. 

In  every  State — ^in  your  own — ^there  is  a  State 
agency  on  aging  watching  out  for  your  Interests. 
State  agencies  on  aging  are  working  with  other 
State  and  private  agencies,  urgting  them  to  direct 
more  of  'their  resources  toward  improvinig  the 
well-being  of  older  people. 

Your  State  agency  is  now  establishing  sub- 
State  agencies  on  aging  in  areas  in  which  older 
pieoiple  have  igreatest  need  for  seirvices.  By  June 
1976,  'there  may  be  one  in  every  area  of  the 
country. 

These  areas  agencies  on  aginig  are  eharged  by 
law  with  planning  service  networks  for  older 
people  and  iwiith  coordinating  the  activities  of  all 
public  and  private  agencies  serving  -the  older 
population.  Their  overall  objectives  are  to  enable 
odder  people  to  continue  to  live  in  their  own  homes 
as  long  as  they  desire  to  do  so  and  to  provide 
opportunities  that  will  help  them  improve  'the 
quality  of  'their  lives. 

Resources  used  in  area  service  networks  may 
come  from  'Other  Federal  programs  or  State  or 
local  fun'ds.  'It  is  the  joib  of  area  agencies  to  find 
these  resources,  and  plan  for  and  coordinate  their 
use  lin  the  networks. 

To  assisit  in  this  'task,  every  area  'agency  has  an 
advisory  commiittee  With  at  least  half  of  its  mem- 
bers older  people.  Their  decisions,  their  efforts 
will  help  all  older  people  now  and  in  the  future. 


Although  the  primary  purpose  of  area  agencies 
is  to  help  other  agencies  serve  older  people  better, 
rather  than  to  offer  services,  -they  may  provide 
information  and  referral  to  help  older  people  in 
their  area  find  the  transportation,  housing,  home- 
maker,  health,  or  other  ser-\"ices  they  need.  They 
may  support  these  services,  too,  if  there  is  no 
other  resource  in  'the  area. 

State  agencies  also  provide  funds  for  nutrition 
projects  throughout  'the  co'Untry.  Each  nutrition 
project  sei-ves  a  hot  meal  once  a  day  5  days  a  week 
to  groups  of  older  people.  Many  also  provide  ho^me- 
delivered  meals.  People  60  years  of  age  and  older 
and  their  spouses  are  eligible.  They  pay  only  what 
they  feel  they  can  afford.  Persons  60  and  over  are 
also  given  preference  for  employment  in  the 
projects. 

State  agencies  on  aging  may  support  other 
projects  in  those  areas  in  which  area  agencies  on 
aging  have  not  yet  been  established.  These  projects 
often  use  older  volunteers  or  paid  workers  to  help 
them  provide  services  to  older  i>eople.  Your  State 
agency  in  your  State's  capital  can  give  you  infor- 
mation about  such  services  and  opportunities  to 
■be  of  service  in  the  community  in  which  you  live. 

Many  projects  have  been  initiated  by  the  Admin- 
istration on  Aging,  some  of  them  being  as  follows: 

PROJECT  SSI- Alert  .  .  .  ifunded  fey  the  Admin- 
istration on  Agiing  to  find  older  people  who 
qualify  for  Supplemental  Security  Income 
from  the  Social  Security  Administration. 

SENIOR  COMPANION  PROGRAM  .  .  .  begun 
in  'the  spring  of  1974,  modeled  after  the 
Foster  Grandparent  Program.  Senior  Com- 
panions serve  aduts  with  special  needs,  in- 
cluding the  elderly,  in  their  own  homes,  in 
nursing  homes,  or  other  institutions,  and 
receive  a  small  stipend  for  their  services. 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  has  been  provid- 
In'g  part-time  employment  for  'Older  people  for  a 
num;ber  of  years  wiith  siome  -of  their  projects  'being : 

GREEN  THUMB,  sponsored  by  the  National 
Farmers  Union  in  24  States,  'provides  part- 
time  work  in  conservation,  beautification 
and  community  improvement  in  rural  areas 
or  in  existing  community  service  agencies. 
Applicants  should  have  a  rural  or  farming 
backgro'und  and  must  take  a  physical 
examination.  Write  GREEN  THUMB,  Inc., 
1012  14th  Street,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20005. 

{continued  on  next  page) 
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SENIOR  AIDES,  administered  by  the  National 
Council  oif  Senior  Citizens  in  33  uiiban  and 
rural  areas,  o'ffers  part-time  work  in  oom- 
munity  service  agencies  in  a  variety  of 
activities  from  child  care  and  adult  educa- 
tion to  home  health  and  homemaker  ser-- 
vices.  Write  Natiooial  Council  of  Senior 
Citizens,  1511  K  Street,  N.W.,  WasJiinigtoin, 
D.C.  20005. 

SENIOR  COMMUNITY  SERVICE  AIDES, 
sponsored  by  the  National  Council  on  tiie 
Aging  in  18  urban  and  rural  areas,  provides 
part-time  work  in  social  security  and  State 
employment  service  offices,  public  housing, 
libraries,  hospitals,  isohoote,  food  and  nutri- 
tion programs.  Aides  also  help  provide  es- 
cort services,  homemaker  and  home  repair 
services,  and  oiutreadh  for  inifonmation  and 
referral.  Write  National  Council  on  the 
Aging,  1828  L  Street,  N.W.,  Washington, 
D.C.  20036. 


SENIOR  COMMUNITY  AIDES,  sponisoired  by 
the  National  Retired  Teadhiers  Association 
and  the  American  Association  of  Retired 
Persons  in  31  cities,  recruits,  itrains,  and 
finds  part-time  work  for  aides  in  public  or 
private  service  programs — ^assisting  to  child 
care  centers,  vocational  education  classes,  or 
in  clerical  positions  and  buildings  security. 
Write  NRTA/AARP,  1909  K  Street,  N.W., 
Washington,  D.C.  20006. 

OPERATION  MAINSTREAM  PROGRAM,  ad- 
ministered by  tJhe  Foresit  Service  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  in  about  20 
States  under  an  agreement  wi:th  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Labor,  offers  employment  to 
older  persons  on  an  average  of  3  days  a 
week  in  conservation  and  beautSfioation 
iprojeots.  Write  USDA  Poresrt;  Service,  Room 
3243,  Soiuth  Agriculture  Building,  a2th  and  j 
Independence  Avenue,  S.W.,  Washingtan, 
D.C.  20250. 


CHEEP  ADVICE 


LAFF-A-LITTLE 


Unless  a  man  undertakes  more  than  he  can 
possibly  aooomplish,  he  wMl  never  do  all  that  he 
can. 


Maybe  the  warning  an  oldtiimer  issued  once 
should  have  been  heeded,  "Beware  of  the  cand- 
idates who  pro-mlse  piie  in  the  sky.  They  plan  to 
use  yoiur  douigh!" 


One  gal  revealed  her  secret  of  getting  her  hus- 
band to  do  as  she  wished,  "I  never  try  to  make 
him  do  anythinig  that  he  doesn't  want  to  do — 
I  just  try  to  make  the  alternative  as  unpleasant 
as  possible." 


Husband  coming  home  from  work  and  upon 
finding  the  house  in  a  terrible  mess,  asks, 
"Heavens,   what  (happened?" 

Wife  answers,  "You'ne  lalways  wondering  wthat 
I  do  all  day.  Wed,  here  it  is — 'I  didn't  do  it." 


Sometimes  adult  eduoataon  betgins  with  a  teen- 
age Tnarriage. 

Experience  is  ithe  best  teacher,  but  oh  boy,  is 
the  tujjtlian  ever  Wgh. 

Sometimes  t^ie  worst  advice  tiiiait  can  be  giiven 
to  some  people  is,  "Be  yourself." 

Worry  nefver  robs  tomorrow  of  its  sorrow — ^but 
■only  saps  today  of  its  sitrenigth. 


There's  at  least  one  good  thing  that  can  be  said 
albout  the  "horse  and  buggy  days".  When  one  took 
a  horse  to  the  iblacksmith  ishop  to  be  shod  he  didn't 
find  forty  other  th'ings  wrong  with  it. 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 

The  world-famous  Dale  Carnegie  criticized  at 
least  150,000  speeches.  (From  some  I  have  heard 
his  criticism  couldn't  have  been  very  constructive.) 
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OPPORTUNITY 

For  mature  Christian  couple,  two  or  less 
children,  for  full-time  houseparents  in  group 
home  for  delinquent  boys. 

For  details  contact  Fort  Wajme  Area  Life- 
line Homes,  Inc.,  909  Coliseum  Blvd.  N., 
Room  216,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46805. 
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MOVING  TO  NEW  ADDRESS? 

Please  notify  us  at*  least 
3  weeks  in  advance 


There  is  still  time  to  make  reservatians  for  the 
MEDELLI'N,  COLOMBIA  tour  scheduled  for 
November  29^Deoe!mber  10,  1975. 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  'tr&p  of  course  is  to 
Viisit  the  Brethren  Mission  Field  in  Medelli'n, 
Colombia  with  Mrs.  Peggy  Beekley  as  tour  director 
and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Solomon,  missionaries 
in  Colombia  as  tour  iguides,  as  well  as  interpreters. 

Side  trips  sdhedoiled  on  the  tour  are:  a  visit  to 
the  Evenfiit  Farm  (A  beautifully  restored  colonial 
feirm  With  some  400  varieties  of  orchids  and  a 
complete  colonial  village),  to  the  Tequendamita 
Water  Falls,  Beautiful  flincas  (farms)  of  ithe  Rio 
Neigro  area,  and  other  interesting  sights. 

The  tour  Will  be  limited  to  a  group  of  20,  so  the 
reservatians  will  ibe  taken  on  a  first  come,  flnst 
served  basis.  The  cost  has  been  set  at  appiroxi- 
mately  $400  and  for  further  details  contaot 
immediately: 

Mrs.  Peggy  BeeMey 
707  Park  Street 
Ashland,  Ohio    44805 
Phone:  (419)  289-3364 


Name  of  Subscriber     (Please  print  or  type) 


No.   and   Street.  Apt.,   Suite,   P.O.   Box   or  R.D.   No. 


Post  Office,  State,  and  Zip  Code 


Date  of  Address  Change 


A  HANDBOOK  FOR  CHRISTIAN  DISCIPLESHIP 


A  study  manual  for  personal  application  and  per- 
manent reference.  Biblical  with  scores  of  references 
along  with  notations  from  the  original  languages. 
Has  practical  utilization  for  sermons,  Bible  studies, 
Sunday  school  lesson  preparations,  personal  devo- 
tions, leadership  development  programs,  etc.  a 
convenient  size  SVi"  x  8V2". 

THEMES  FOR  FUTURE  ISSUES 

Touching  God 
Nov. —        How  to  Pray 
Dec. —         How  to  Exercise  Faith 
Jan. —  How  to  Study  the  Bible 

Feb. —         How  to  Experience  Total  Salvation 

Learnincj  to  Walk 
Mar. —        How  to  Be  Holy 
Apr. —         How  to  Face  Temptations  and  Trials 
May —         How  to  Overcome  Satan 
June —         How  to  Receive  God"s  Guidance 

The  High  Calling 
July —  How  to  Grow  Into  Maturity 

Aug. —         How  to  Be  Filled  With  the  Holy  Spirit 
Sept. —        How  to  Grow  the  Fruit  of  the  Spirit 
Oct. —  How  to  Find  and  Exercise  Your 

Spiritual  Gift 


DISCIPLESHIP  PUBLICATIONS  is  an 
interdenominational  ,evangelical  production 
dedicated  to  growth  in  Christ. 

Stephen  D.  Swihart — Editor 


"The  strength  of  How  to  Pray  in  the  Christian  Dis- 
cipleship  Series  is  its  thorough  Biblical  studies, 
applied  to  Christian  living." 


Dr.  Joseph  Shultz,  Dean 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary 


Order  from:     DISCIPLESHIP  PUBLICATIONS 
1520  Orange  Road,  Lot  71 
Ashland,  Ohio     44805 

Enclose  $7.00  per  yearly  subscription 

Paid  Adv. 
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NOTES  and  COMMENTS 


This  issue  is  dedicated  to  the  Home  Missions 
Emphasis  by  the  Mlsisionary  Board  of  The  Breth- 
ren Church.  The  ariticles  definitely  point  out  many 
■areas  of  expansion  already  accoimpUshed,  some  in 
the  process  of  beinig  developed,  and  a  definite  need 
for  much  moire  growth  in  the  immediate  future 
of  the  church  today. 


-mm 


The  title  of  the  edILtoriai  may  look  liiike  kinder- 
garten arithmetic  but  it  really  iratends  to  point 
out  that  there  are  too  many  peoiple  using  fonn- 
ulas  to  bolster  the  ecoinom.y  iliiat  jusit  don't  add  up. 


There  are  stUil  some  oopdes  of  the  June  28,  1975 
BRETHREN  IDENTITY  ISSUE  of  THE  BRETH- 
REN EVANGELIST  available  at  250  each.  This  is 
the  issue  that  was  co^mpiled  and  published  by  the 
Book  and  PamipMet  Coramissiion  in  co-operation 
with  The  Brethren  PublisMng  Co'mpany. 

The  entire  issue  was  dedicated  to  the  theme  of 
identifying  -the  Brethren,  "WHO  THE  BRETHREN 
ARE".  The  six  areas  covered  in  this  poritrait  of 
the  Brethren  Church  are:  represenita.tive  growing 
churohes  in  the  denomination;  a  background  of 
origins  and  history  of  The  Breithren  Church; 
Polity;  Doctrine;  a  Brethren  Bible  study  and  a 
descriptive  outUne  of  the  various  minisitries  of 
tile  Church,  namely;  Missions,  Seminary,  Benevo- 
lent Board,  Women's  Missionary  Society,  The 
Laymen's  Organiziation,  'the  Board  of  Christian 
Education  and  ithe  World  Relief  Board. 

The  supply  is  limited  to  approximately  200  or 
so  copies  and  Will  be  distributed  on  a  first  come, 
ifirst  served  basis.  Order  fro-m  The  BreOiren  Pub- 
lishing Company,  524  College  Avenue,  Ashland, 
Ohio  44805. 
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2  PLUS  2  EQUALS  4,  5,  9  OR  ? 


As  I  listen  to  the  repcaits  o£  the  Stock  Market 
averages  on  the  daily  news  coverage,  read  the 
various  news  items  and  commentaries  and  editor- 
ials in  the  newspapers  and  periodicals,  especially 
about  the  economic  situation  prevaiUnig  in  our 
industries  and  in  our  cities,  I  try  very  desperately 
to  let  the  solution  to  these  problems  be  found 
by  the  experts. 

Surely,  with  the  assistance  of  all  the  teohno- 
loigical  know-how  we  possess  in  this  land  of  ours 
to  the  extent  that  men  can  be  sent  to  the  moon 
and  back  safely,  even  beSng  aware  of  the  rate  of 
their  heart-beats  While  almost  a  quarter  of  a 
miBian  mUes  fro^m  earth,  some  answer  to  the 
jxrobilems  mentioned  should  toave  'been  forth- 
coming by  now. 

Medical  science  has  'been  working  for  years  to 
come  up  with  a  cure  for  spireading  cancer  and 
although  they  may  not  know  exactly  w'hat  causes 
cancer  in  many  instances  they  do  know  something 
must  ibe  done  or  discovered  to  stop  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  condition  existing 
that  almost  overshadows  any  cancerous  growth 
ever  known  to  man,  but  itryinig  to  stop  it  seems 
to  'be  of  least  importance. 

This  writer  is  by  no  means  an  authority  on 
economics  and  will  perhaps  be  told  so  in  no  un- 
certain terms  and  also  told  to  MYOB,  :but  one 
example  seems  to  be  most  emipihatiic  in  pomttng 
out  lan  unchecked  development  of  inflation.  That 
example  'happens  to  he  one  of,  if  not  the  largest 
industry  of  our  nation,  the  ■manufacturing  of  the 
autoanobile. 

To  begin  with,  Uhis  piroducit  oootaiins  imore  com- 
ponents (than  one  Tealizes.  (If  you  don't  think  so, 
try  taking  a  four-barrel  carburetor  apart  and  put 
it  iback  together  again  sometime.) 

Let  us  try  to  exemplify  a  hypothetical  case.  The 

Motor  Company  depends  upon  The  

Steel  Company  for  material  to  manufacture  main 
portions  of  its  product.  The  Steel  Com- 
pany gets  the  roHs  to  sihape  the  steel  from  The 

Steel   Corp.   The    Motor   Company 

oibtains  its  tires  from  The  Rubber  Co.  Its 

batteries  fro^m   Inc.  The  sparkplugs  from 

Co.  and  Assoc Plate  Glass  Co.  fur- 
nishes the  material  for  the  windshield  and  door 


glass  for  the  vehicle.  The  AM-FM  radio  comes 
from  the  Corp.  Etc.  etc.  etc. 

Whether  The    Motor  Company   controls 

all  or  part  or  none  of  the  firms  which  supply  its 
needs  is  beside  the  point. 

The  point  is,  if  just  one  of  these  firms  has  to 
raise  its  prices  to  The Motor  Company  be- 
cause of  increased  costs  in  manufacturing  and 
the  other  firms  have  to  fall  in  line  to  keep  up 
with  their  costs,  the  trail  eventually  keeps  winiding 
up  the  side  of  the  mountain  but  the  top  of  the 
mourttain  never  seems  to  be  in  sight. 

If  we  wonder  why  our  younger  generation  is 
confused,  suppose  we  just  wander  over  to  the 
sidelines  a  bit  and  ask:  "If  I  play  hookey  from 
school  I  get  punished.  If  I  go  to  school  and  really 
try  to  learn,  'the  room  is  empty  because  the  teach- 
er isn't  there.  What  do  I  do  now?" 

"The  company  says  they  have  to  retire  me  to 
make  room  for  the  younger  people  coming  in.  If 
I  scrimp  and  do  without,  I  should  be  able  to  get 
along  on  my  SS  and  whatever  pension  I  may  be 
eligible  for. 

It  doesn't  matter  if  the  old  'jalopy'  wears 
out,  or  the  refrigerator  doesn't  'refrig'  anjmiore. 
Get  a  new  one.  Okay,  so  I  can't  afford  a  new 
one.  I  don't  need  one  up  there  on  the  hill 
anyway." 

Now  then,  we  may  aM  agree  that  a  problem, 
and  a  serious  one  at  'that,  exists.  Where  do  we  'go 
from  'here?  It  lis  most  impractical  if  not  down- 
right sHly  to  back  up  to  the  horse  and  buggy  days 
and  start  over.  We  could  say,  "Well,  that's  the  way 
the  check  ibounoes"  and  let  it  go  at  that.  Or,  it 
'migiht  work  if  each  one  of  us  would  stop  a  hit  and 
evaluate  the  situation  and  say,  "Okay,  I'll  hold 
the  line  if  he  wUi". 

Or, — Why  not  try  the  recipe  that  was  >given  a 
long  time  ago:  "THOU  SHALT  LOVE  THY 
NEIGHBOR  AS  THYSELF.  THERE  IS  NONE 
OTHER  COMMANOMENT  GREATER  THAN 
THESE."   (Mark  12:31) 

All  the  data  and  ideas  from  the  lowest  to  the 
highest  IQ's  in  the  world  programmed  into  the 
most  co'mplex  of  computors  for  an  answer  to  the 
world's  problems  could  not  possibly  come  up  with 
a  simpler  answer  than  what  we  find  written  in 
the  Holy  Word  of  God.     ('GS) 
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IT  JUS'  GROWED 


AN'  GROWED 


AN'  GROWED! 


And  why  not?  He  said, 

"But  ye  shall  receive  power,  after  that 
the  Holy  iGhost  is  came  upon  you;  and 
YE  SHALL  BE  WITNESSES  UNTO  ME 
both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judea,  and  in 
Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermost  part  of 
the  earth"  (Acts  1:8AV) 
So,  they  took  Him  literally! 

The  Jerusaleim  church  "just  growed  .  .  .  an' 
growed  ...  an'  growed!"  HOME  MISSIONS.  Now, 
Who  "growed"  that  church?  AposiUes?  the  120? 
Laymen?  Yes.  They  ALL  did.  And  you  can  statis- 
tically compute  the  Jerusalem  church  growing 
from  120  to  200  or  30,000  in  a  short  time.  "And 
the  Lord  added  DAILY  to  the  church  such  as 
were  being  saved."  (Acts  2:47)  EXPANSION 
GROWTH  "filled"  (Acts  5:28)  Jerusalem  with 
Bom  Again,  groiwing,  witnessing  Saints. 

EXTENSION  GROWTH  was  a  naitural.  Witness 
spread  beyond  the  environs  of  Jerusalem  into  all 
of  Judea.  Family  ties,  friendships,  daily  work  and 
business,  all  types  of  interrelationships  gave  oppor- 
tunity to  spread  The  Word.  So,  a  Judean  church 
sprang  up  to  witness  given  at  weddings,  funerals, 
on  the  job  or  at  family  reuhions.  HOME 
MISSIONS. 

But,  it  didn't  stop  there.  Go  along  with  Philip 
over  to  Samaria  in  BRIDGING  GROWTH.  Cross 
cultural  growth.  Halted  half  breeds.  False  wor- 
shippers. But  thiey  had  souls.  So  God  used  per- 
secution in  Jerusalem  and  Judea  to  get  the  witness 
into  Samaria,  and  later  to  Genitile  Cornelius 
through  Peter.  HOME  MISSIONS.  They  newer 
left  'the  borders  of  the  Holy  Land,  yet,  the  church 
"jus'  igrowed  .  .  .  an'  growled  .  .  .  an'  igrowed!" 

And  it  was  when  the  home  base  was  strong  that 
God    made    the    move    toward    foreign    missions. 
First    wiith    Philip   to    an   Ethiopian.    Then   later, 
nrtissionary  journeys  into  far  lands. 
And  ithat's  where  we  are  stranded! 


by  James  Naff 


Our  weakening  home  base  dis  deteriorating  the 
forward  thrust  of  foreign  missions.  As  the  home 
base  declines,  there  is  less  and  less  perso'nnel  and 
finances  for  foreign  involvement.  The  best  guar- 
antee of  continued  growth  in  foreign  missions  is 
vibrant,  virUe  growth  at  home. 


October  18,  1975 


Page  Five 


A  glance  at  fbhe  atatlsitics  oif  tflie  60's  and  70's  is 
therefore  very  dis'sillusio'ning.  We  have  been  un- 
able to  expand  at  the  rate  of  even  one  new  chiiroh 
a  year  and  meanwhile  most  of  the  established 
churches  decrease  in  membership,  or  ait  best,  hold 
the  line. 

Why  so  little  activity  in  new  church  growth? 
Lack  of  home  mission  personnel  and  finances. 
Granted;  foreign  missions  have  more  "heart  and 
purse  string"  appeal.  But,  there  can  be  no  foreign 
missions  without  adequate  support  base  at  ho^me. 
There  must  be  a  growth  rate  at  home  comparable 
to  or  better  then  that  abroad  if  foreign  mission 
work  is  to  continue  to  grow  in  the  Brethren 
Ohurch. 

What's  so  important  aibout  Home  Mission 
Growth?  Why  is  it  so  importanit  to  be  starting 
new  cihurches? 

Because  it  is  important  .  .  . 

to  SAVE  THE  LOST 
to  MATURE  THE  SAVED 
to  HONOR  CHRIST 
so  that  we  can  EXPAND  AT  HOME 
so  that  we  can  REACH  ABROAD 
Jesus  said, 

"AH  power  tis  given  unto  me  in  heaven  and 
in  earth.  Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all 
nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  Name  of 
the  Father,  anid  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost:  teaching  them  to  observe  all  things 
whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you:  and, 
lo,  I  am  With  you  always,  even  unto  the 
end  of  the  world.  Amen"  Matthew  28: 
18-20  AV 
That's  what's  so  important  about  Home  Mission 
Growth.  He  said  do  it! 


teach 

bapti  ze 
isciples 
teach   make 

,    .    /K   disciples 
baptize  \  ^'^ 

fr         baptize'^T 

mal<e   disciples 


teach 

r^»- — >  bapti  ze 
make   di  sciples    N. 
teach        mal<e  ^ 

/K        disciples  y 


What  is  discouraging  Home  Mission  growth? 
The  sagging  economy? 

NO!  We  still  have  money  for  things  we 
really  want! 
Unemployment  ? 

NO!    Few   Brethren   have   been  affected, 
and  most  who  have  receive  unemployment 
compensation. 
Denominational  disarray? 

NO!  Most  Brethren  don't  even  see  a  liiberal 
vs.  conservative  struggle. 
Lack  of  vision? 

Yes!   Few  feel  a  real  need  for  extension 
and  bridging  growth. 
Worldly  conformity? 

Yes,  Why  preach  the  need  of  salvation  to 
a  world  that's  no  different  then  we? 
Sin? 

YES !  We  cannoit  comfortably  witness  to  a 
lost  world  when  we   ourselves  are  oom- 
f  ortable  in  sin. 
Is  there  a  solution?  Certainly! 

"If  my  i>eople,   Which   are  called  by  My 
Name,  shall  humble  themselves,  and  pray, 
and  seek  My  face,  and  turn  'from  their 
wicked    ways;    then    will    I    hear    from 
heaven,    and   will   forgive   their   sin,   and 
wOl  heal  their  land  (church)."     II  Chron. 
7:14  AV 
The  answer  to  all  problems  in  the  home  church, 
the  District,  the  Denomination,  massaons  at  home 
and  abroad  is: 

humble  ourselves  before  God 
pray 

seek  His  face 

turn  from  our  wicked  ways, 
then: 

He  will  hear  from  heaven 
forgive  our  sin 
heal  our  cihurches 
and  the  result  wUl  be 

EXPtU^SION  GROWTH 
EXTENSION  GROWTH 
BRIDGING  GROWTH 
FOREIGN  MISSION  GROWTH 
so,  don't  just  give  an  extra  dollar  to  home  mis- 
sions. Give  YOURSELF  TOTALLY  to  the  Lord! 
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DISCIPLING 


One  of  the  great  problems  we  face  in  the  church 
today  is  that  people  are  willing  to  accept  Christ 
as  Saviour  but  not  as  Lord!  In  oiur  Church  Growth 
Seminars  during  the  past  year  we  have  heard 
emphasized  over  anid  over  that  it  is  not  enough  to 
persuade  people  to  become  His  disciples  but  they 
must  also  become  responsible  members  of  Christ's 
Church.  It  is  in  the  latter  area  that  "disciphng"  is 
aU  about.  If  Jesus  Christ  is  our  Saviour,  He  must 
also  be  Lord.  Every  Christian  is  to  become  a  re- 
sponsible member  of  Christ's  Church  using  the 
gift  or  gifts  God  has  given  him. 

DlsciplLng  is  a  rather  new  word  in  the  Christian 
vooabulaiy,  at  least  it  is  used  more  now  than  ever 
before.  It  means  that  new  Christians  are  trained 
to  discover  the  spiritual  gifts  God  has  or  is  giving 
them  and  then  using  those  gifts  in  ministry.  It  is 
not  enough  for  the  pastor  alone  to  minister,  every 
Christian  is  also  caUed  to  minister;  how  else  is 
the  world  to  be  won  to  Christ  unless  we  all  work 
together  on  this  project?  If  the  task  is  to  be  done 
in  our  generation  it  will  take  the  team  effort  of 
every  Christian,  not  only  the  pastor. 

In  his  book,  Why  Chui-ches  Die,  HoUis  L.  Green 
makes  this  thought  provoking  statement,  "The 
business  of  making  disciples  throughout  the  world 
is  the  primary  work  of  the  church.  However,  the 
process  of  making  disciples  requires  that  individ- 
ual converts  be  nurtiored  into  disciples  and 
equipped  as  apostles  to  go  forth  with  the  message 
to  everyone  they  meet." 

Too  often  we,  in  the  church,  are  guilty  of  getting 
people  saved  and  stopping  there.  We  need  to  con- 
tinue working  with  them,  disoipling  them,  so  that 
they  can  better  serve  Christ.  St.  Paul  did  this  in 
his  own  ministry.  If  he  couldn't  be  with  the  people 
to  train  them  himself  he  wrote  letters  to  encourage 
them  or  to  admonish  them,  to  help  them  grow  in 
the  faith  that  they  might  be  effective  disciples  of 
Christ.  God  still  expects  us.  His  followers,  toiday 
to  be  busy  in  the  world  making  disciples  by  pre- 
cept and  practice  just  as  in  the  time  of  the 
apostles. 

As  I  look  back  over  my  years  of  experience  as 
a  pastor,  I  see  disciplinig  in  two  areas :  indirect  and 
direct. 

I  lihink  of  indirect  disoipling  as  'the  total  teach- 
ing program  of  the  church.  In  other  words,  if  a 
new  Christian  will  take  the  advantage  of  every 
learning  experience  the  church  offers,  that  new 
Christian  is  going  to  grow  and  mature  in  the 
faith.  This  is  where  the  Lordship  of  Christ  comes 
into  the  life  of  every  new  Christian.  Are  they 
willing  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunities 
for  growth  that  are  offered?  The  new  Christian 
must  learn  that  discipleship  costs.  It  cost  time  and 
effort  in  preparation  to  be  a  true  follower  of  Jesus 
Christ.  So  the  Sunday  evening  seirviice,  weekly 
Bible  Studies,  Sunday  School,  are  all  used  indirect- 
ly in  disoipling  the  new  convert. 

The  direct  method  of  disciphng  is  simply  for 
the  pastor  to  work  with  the  new  Christian  on  a 
one  to  one  basis  or  in  a  small  group  class.  Here 
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the  new  convert  may  be  taught  the  basic  elements 
of  the  Christian  faith  and  of  the  teachings  of  the 
church.  Books  such  as  Our  Faith  and  the  new 
publication,  The  Bretlrren:  Growth  in  Life  and 
Thought  are  both  excellent  resources  in  helping 
disciple  the  new  Christian.  Anoither  necessary 
area  of  discipUng  is  that  of  personal  soul  winninjg. 
This  is  where  many  Christians  today  back  off 
and  say,  "That's  the  pastor's  job."  Yet  this  is  the 
most  important  area  of  training  the  new  convert 
faces  today.  We  have  used  the  programs  by 
Campus  Crusade  for  Christ,  others  use  the  James 
Kennedy  plan.  The  Laymen  Alive  Program  as 
taught  by  Rev.  Arden  GOmer  has  proven  effec- 
tive in  the  churches  where  such  a  direct  method 
of  discipling  is  being  used.  I  can  assure  you  that 
every  convert  that  has  the  interest  of  lost  souls 
at  heart  is  going  to  grow  as  he  shares  'his  faith 
with  them.  If  there  are  discipled  Christians  in  the 
church  then  the  church  will  also  grow  as  they 
share  their  faith  and  witness  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Discipling  can  perhaps  best  be  summed  up  in 
what  Rev.  Arden  Gilmer  said  to  us  at  General 
Conference  ccnceminig  growing  churches.  The 
formula  is  siimple:  Win  ithe  Lost,  Build  the  Saved, 
and  Send  the  BuUt.  If  our  Brethren  Churches  are 
busy  discipUng  and  the  individual  Christian  is 
busy  evangelizing  we  are  going  to  see  great 
growth  for  the  glory  of  God  in  owe  churah  in  the 
Bicentennial  year. 
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GOD  WORKING 


In  and  Through  the  Massillon  Church 


The  denominatiianal  theme  for  tMs  year  is,  "Let 
the  Ohurch  Grow!  Le^  it  Happen  Now!"  This  is 
the  goal  of  the  MassiUon  First  Brethren  Churcdi. 
This  'goal  is  being  fulfilled  as  we  aUow  God  to 
work  in  and  through  us. 

For  nearly  three  years  the  Waters  family  has 
had  the  ptrivilege  of  serving  'this  small  but  gracious 
congregation.  In  that  time  God  has  blessed  both 
our  family  and  cur  congregation.  We  believe  one 
of  the  greatest  blessiing  we  have  experienced  is  a 
Change  in  attitude.  It  is  very  easy  ito  be  negative 
and  become  discouraged  but  God  has  given  us  a 
positive  message  and  our  desire  is  to  share  that 
positive  message  with  our  commuriilty.  In  the  time 
we  have  been  here  the  above  theme  as  we  have 
said  has  been  our  goal  and  we  want  growth  now 
and  not  later. 

One  problem  I  personally  have  had  to  guard 
against  is  to  be  careful  ithat  the  motives  for  growth 
is  not  misdirected.  When  you  are  smaU  in  number 
it  is  easy  to  see  growth  as  the  answer  to  financial 
problems  and  more  people  for  ministry,  ibut  "those 
dare  not  become  your  motives.  COirist's  command 
and  our  goal  must  be  to  make  disciples.  That  re- 
quires us  to  lead  people  to  Christ,  teach  Uiem,  and 
encourage  them  to  use  their  sipuitual  gifts  in 
ministry.  We  have  found  that  when  our  motive 
is  right  and  we  are  obedient  to  Christ's  command 
to  disciple  people  the  need  for  funds  and  workers 
will  'be  met. 

In  these  three  years  the  Massillon  Churdh  has 
much  for  whioh  to  praise  God.  In  that  time  the 
average  aittendanice  for  aU  services  has  grown 
substantially.  Our  Sunday  School  has  grown  200%, 
Morning  Worship  has  grown  93' i,  Evening  Wor- 
ship 200%,  and  Bible  Study  lOOCr,  so  you  see  we 
have  much  for  which  to  praise  the  Lord.  Since 
January  1973  the  average  attendance  for  each 
month  has  been  greater  than  the  same  month  of 
tiie  previous  year  and  for  this  we  give  praise.  We 
are  not  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  it  is  God  who 
gives  the  increase,  but  we  are  also  beico'ming  more 
aware  that  God  depends  greatly  upon  us  and  our 
faitlhfulness  to  reach  peop'le  with  'His  precious 
message.  We  would  like  to  report  that  we  have 
been  100%  faitihful  to  the  (guidance  of  ithe  Holy 
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Spirit,  but  regretfully  that  has  not  'been  -true.  At 
times  we  have  not  been  faithful  and  yet  God  has 
understood  and  continued  to  bless  us.  This  has 
convicted  us  and  inspired  us  to  renewed  faithful- 
ness. We  have  reached  plateaus  but  soon  growth 
begins  again. 

Dr.  Win  Am  was  in  our  Church  in  September 
1974  for  a  Church  Growth  Seminar  and  helped 
us  immensely  to  catoh  a  vision  of  what  God  could 
do  through  us.  He  taught  us  the  importance  of 
setting  goals.  He  also  pointed  out  >that  if  we  did 
not  make  plans  for  gro'wth  that  we  were  planning 
to  faU  and  we  have  found  this  to  be  painfully 
true.  We  have  set  some  five  year  goals  emd  then 
some  siioil;  term  igoals  which  give  us  a  mark  to 
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shoot  iait.  We  have  made  these  goals  specific 
enough  so  that  they  can  be  measured.  We  have 
not  always  reached  these  goals,  but  we  have  not 
failed  because  substantial  growth  has  been  ex- 
perienced as  we  worked  to  reach  each  specific 
goal.  There  have  been  various  reasons  why  some 
goals  have  not  been  reached.  Some  have  been  the 
goals  of  the  pastor  that  were  not  shared  by  the 
congregation.  Some  goals  were  noit  really  realistic 
and  presumed  upon  God.  Others  were  not  reached 
because  of  a  lack  of  commitment.  But  we  assure 
you  that  when  we  were  faithful  and  set  faith-sized 
goals  God  has  given  the  increase. 

We  have  experienced  numerical  'gnowHh  in  a 
variety  of  ways.  For  example:  the  Holy  Spirit  has 
led  some  people  to  us  when  'they  moved  into  the 
community,  some  -have  been  reached  through 
various  types  of  visitation,  others  have  been 
brought  by  thedr  friends  and  then  'there  haA'e  been 
those  that  we  have  led  to  Christ  in  their  homes. 

Dr.  Am  shared  wi'th  us  that  his  definition  of 
evangelism  did  not  end  with  the  acceptance  of 
Christ  as  Saviour.  The  new  convert  must  be  dis- 


cipled  and  guided  to  responsible  church  mem^ber- 
ship.  We  have  found  the  discipling  process  to  be 
most  difficult  and  where  we  as  a  congregation 
need  to  work  hardest.  There  are  no  short  cuts  or 
ready-made  plans  and  it  is  a  jO'y  to  witness  the 
growth  of  some  of  our  people  as  they  get  excited 
about  serving  Christ. 

The  Massillon  co^ngregation  is  a  joy  to  work 
with  and  we  have  a  great  time  serving  Christ. 
This  is  a  very  friendly  congregation  and  no  visitor 
will  leave  without  knowing  we  love  him  and  also 
being  invited  back.  We  share  our  burdens  and 
joys  because  we  really  care  for  one  another.  It  is 
our  desire  that  Christ  wiU  help  us  accept  people 
just  as  they  are  and  see  them  as  they  will  be  when 
Christ  has  worked  in  their  lives. 

The  people  of  the  MassUlon  'First  BaTethren 
Church  see  these  as  exciting  times  to  be  alive  and 
ser\4ng  Christ.  We  share  in  Donald  McGavran's 
philosophy  for  Church  Growth.  "It  is  God's  will 
that  His  church  grow — ^that  His  lost  children  are 
found."  We  are  excited  and  expect  great  things 
from  God! 
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Greetings  in  Clmst  from  the  Cheyenne  Brethren.  I  Praise  the  Lord 
for  the  opportunity  to  serve  here  in  Cheyenne.  I  hud  been  quite  convinced 
by  a  broad  exposure  to  many  of  our  churches  throughout  the  denomination 
that  not  only  is  there  a  need  for  committed  pastors  but  also  a  need  for 
dedicated  lay  people  to  actively  suppo7-t  them  in  their  ministries.  I  began 
thinking  about  numy  struggling  churches  -who  presently  were  experie^icing 
no  apparent  grotvth  and  asking  myself  the  question;  "If  I  or  some  other 
lay  person  ivere  ivilling  to  serve  in  that  community  of  believers  giving 
ivhat  leadership  and  resources  I  could,  ivould  it  make  a  difference  in 
ivhether  or  not  that  church  would  groiv?"  I  knoiv  there  are  many  other 
factors  involved  in  church  growth;  hoivever,  ivithoiit  committed  lay  jjcople 
working  ivith  and  supporting  the  pastor  there  luill  be  little  groivth.  Pres- 
ently I  am  serving  in  a  ministry  here  in  Cheyenne  tvith  Reverend  and  Mrs. 
Larry  Baker  and  the  rest  of  the  congregation. 

I  left  Ashland  in  Febriuiry,  for  Cheyenne,  Wyoming  after  much  prayer 
and  talk  with  the  National  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church.  It 
ivas  by  no  means  an  easy  decision.  I  left  behind  my  fiancee.  I  am  sure  that 
all  you  must  ktioiv,  if  not  from  experience,  that  it  has  been  tough  for  both 
of  us.  Besides,  I  left  all  of  my  friends  and  family  who  are  near  and  dear 
to  me.  I  felt  much  like  Abraham  ivhom  the  Lord  called  to  take  his  family 
to  a  land  he  knew  not.  I  loaded  all  my  earthly  possessions  into  my  Ford  and 
was  westward  bound!  I  didn't  knoiv  a  single  person  in  Cheyenne.  When  I 
first  arrived  after  sometime  of  searching  found  the  Moderator's  home 
ivhere  I  was  to  stay  until  I  coidd  find  another  place  and  a  job  of  my  own. 
That  is  no  small  matter  in  a  toivn  ivith  no  major  industries.  But  I  did  find 
ivork  and  thank  the  Lord  for  it. 

Immediately  upon  arrival  my  tasks  became  many  in  the  church.  I 
began  teaching  a  Sunday  School  Class  for  grades  7-12,  became  Senior  High 
Youth  advisor,  preached  Sunday  evenings  and  led  Midiveek  Bible  Study. 
I  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  expedience  as  an  opportunity  to  minister  and  also 
as  a  means  of  getting  to  know  those  tvith  ivhom  I  would  be  ivorking.  The 
preaching  and  midiveek  responsibilities  I  relinquished  to  Pastor  Larry 
Baker  when  he  arrived  with  his  family  the  first  of  June.  It  hasn't  been 
easy  nor  have  the  decisions  been  easy  but  the  Lord  has  blessed  and  is  con- 
tinuing to  bless  our  ivork  here  tvith  grotvth  and  more  'positive  'possibility' 
attitudes  tvhich  are  a  very  essential  part  of  beginning  and  cotitinuitig 
grotvth. 

I'm  getting  married  to  Miss  Paula  Miller  in  December  after  she  grad- 
uates from  Ashland  College  as  a  vocal  atid  instrumetital  music  teacher. 
We  will  return  to  Cheyenne  utiless  the  Lord  leads  us  elsetvhere.  She  is  a 
blessing  to  me  already  even  though  tve  are  apart.  We  look  fortvard  to  shar- 
ing a  ministry  together.  We  do  not  knotv  tvhat  or  where  the  Lord  is  goitig 
to  take  us  to  in  otir  ministry  but  we  do  KNOW  WITH  CONFIDENCE 
that  He  is  leading  us  tvhere  He  tvould  have  us  to  be,  tve  have  leartied  to 
claim  in  confidence  and  comfort  Philippians  1:6:  "Look  it  up!"  Then  Praise 
God  that  He  is  not  finished  tvith  your  life  yet! 

Your  Brother, 
Paul  Deardurff 
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BRADENTON  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

Holds  Groundbreaking  Service 


September  7,  1975  at  1:30  p.m.  the  Bradenton 
Brethren  Church  held  its  first  ground  breaking 
service  for  a  new  church  sanctuary  under  the 
direction  of  its  pastor  Rev.  RusseU  Gordon.  The 
guest  speaker  for  the  morning  worship  service 
was  Rev.  M.  Virgil  Ingreuham,  General  Secretary 
oif  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church. 
It  was  a  great  honor  to  have  him  participate  in 
our  services  after  having  just  returned  fro^m  a 
very  tiring  and  strenuous  conference  in  Nigeria, 
Africa.  At  12  noon  a  fellowship  dinner  was  held 
in  the  South  Coun,ty  Youth  Recreation  Center, 
temporary  meeting  place  of  the  church,  which  was 
followed  by  all  invited  to  cross  State  Road  No.  70 
for  the  ground  breaking  service. 

After  a  challenge  to  the  congregation  by  Rev. 
VtrgU  Ingraham,  the  Act  of  Breaking  Ground  was 
solemnized  by  Rev.  Russel  Gordon,  Pastor,  (also 
a  -member  of  the  Missionary  Board ) ,  representing 
the  spu"itual  leadership  of  the  Bradenton  Brethren 
Church;  Mr.  Paul  Yoder,  Moderator,  representing 
the  congregational  (government  of  the  church; 
Mr.  Elnos  Shrock,  Chairman  of  Trustees,  legal 
representative  of  the  Corporation  of  the  State  of 
Florida;  Mrs.  Lou  McDeavitt,  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education;  Dr.  J.  D.  Hamel  (a 
member  of  the  Missionai'y  Board),  Pasitor  otf  the 
Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church  representing  the 
mother  and  lO'Undinig  church;  Rev.  M.  Virgil 
Ingraham,  General  Secretary,  representing  the 
Brethren  denoimination ;  and  Mr.  M.  S.  Lee,  Chris- 
tian  Contractor,  representing  those  that  will  ilabor 
to  build  the  building.  A  beautiful  chrome  plated 
shovel  was  used  donated  by  the  Sarasota  First 
Brethren  Church  and  plated  by  Mr.  Bill  Bixler  of 
the  Sunshine  Plating  Co.  and  Chairman  of  the 
Sarasota  Board  of  Trustees.  Pictures  were  taken 
by  photographers  Mr.  LaVerigne  Stone  and  Mr. 
Wayne  Funkhouser. 


History  of 
Bradenton  Brethren  Church 


On  May  6,  1973  itwenty-four  ipeople  met  in  the 
Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church  Vanator  Fellow- 
ship Hall  to  plan  for  the  first  Sunday  School  and 
Morning  Worship  service  to  be  held  in  the 
Bradenton,  Florida  larea,  under  the  direction  of 
Pastor  Dr.  J.  D.  Hamel. 

A  temporary  meeting  place  was  chosen  at  the 
South  County  Youth  and  Fanuily  Recreation  Center 
'in  Oneco,  east  on  State  Road  No.  70,  in  Manatee 
Counity.  A  special  Easter  offering  of  over  $2,000 
had  been  given  to  be  used  for  the  paying  otf  util- 
ities and  the  purchasing  of  a  piano  and  pulpit. 
Additional  gifts  were:  a  sign  by  Mr.  Hobart  James, 
and  hymnals  and  ofifering  plates  from  the 
Sarasota  Church. 


FUTL9?E 

SITE 


Left  to  right:     M.  Virgil  Ingraham, 

General  Secretary  of  the  Missionary 

Board;  Mr.  Paul  Yoder,  Mrs.  Gordon, 

Reverend  Russell  Gordon;  Reverend  J.  D. 

Hamel,  Sarasota  Church;  and 

Mr.  Enos  Shrock 


The  first  Sunday  School  and  Church  services 
were  held  May  27,  1973  with  Rev.  BUI  Ross,  Asso- 
ciate Pastor  at  Sarasota  First  Brethren. 

On  July  4,  1973  the  Bradenton  Brethren 
Church  held  a  preUminiary  meeting  (Brethren 
Pastor's  Handbook,  p.  7  tmder  "III.  Organliza'tion 
of  a  Church.")  for  an  examination  of  those  who 
intended  to  become  charter  members;  and  also 
the  first  draft  of  a  church  constituition,  which  was 
accepted  and  passed  !by  unanimous  ai>proval.  (The 
Charter  members  at  that  time  were:  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
CHarence  Abe;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merle  Abe  and  Connie; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherman  Owens  and  Jimmy;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jim  Shrock;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Enos  Shrock, 
Ronnie  and  Leslie;  Mrs.  Mary  Waldvogel;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Paul  Yoder  and  Duane;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aubrey 
Black;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  York.  (The  group 
voted  to  extend  the  charter  membership  throuigh 
the  last  Sunday  of  November.)  Dr.  J.  D.  Hamel, 
a  member  of  ithe  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  presided  over  the  service. 

The  10:30  a.m.  morning  worship  service  on  July 
22,  1973  was  designated  as  the  meeting  of  organ- 
ization with  Dr.  J.  D.  Hamel  preaching  and  pre- 
siiding  over  the  service.  iFollowing  the  service  there 
was  an  adoption  of  the  constitution  and  iby-laws, 
and  an  election  of  otfficers  for  the  Ghurch  and 
Sunday  School  to  serve  until  January  1,  1975. 

During  the  August  meeting  in  1973  otf  the  Mis- 
sionary Board  off  the  Brethren  Church,  the  mem- 
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bers,  in  lieu  of  a  District  Mission  Board  in  FUorida, 
unandmcusly  ratified  the  action  of  the  Bradenton 
Brethren  Church  on  July  22  and  recoignized  -the 
Bradenton  Brethren  Church  as  a  daugjhter  church 
of  the  Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church. 

On  Octo!ber  7,  1973  it  was  announced  that  Rev. 
Russell  Gordon,  pastor  of  the  Ft.  Scott,  Kansas 
Brethren  Church  accepted  the  unanimous  call  of 
the  Bradenton  Brethren  Church  to  become  its 
full  'time  :pastor.  Rev.  Gordon  hegan  his  ministry 
in  Bradenton  Januairy  20,   1974. 

Wednesday,  August  14,  1974  Dr.  J.  D.  Hamel 
moved  that  the  80th  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Brethren  Church  recoignize  the  Bradenton  Church 


of  Florida  and  seat  its  delegiaites.  The  motion  was 
seconded  and  unanimouisiy  carried. 

At  this  time  the  Bradenton  Brethren  Church 
is  continuing  in  the  mother-daughter  church  rela- 
tionship with  the  Sarasota  Brethren.  Bradenton 
is  an  outreach  of  the  Sarasota  congregation's 
ministry  in  Manatee  County.  We  believe  that  as 
Christians  it  is  our  business  to  saturate  every 
single  person  in  our  area,  that  no  one  can  stand 
before  Christ  and  say,  "I  didn't  know."  This  is 
our  responsibility.  May  ihistory  record  this  Bicen- 
tennial year  as  BRETeRBN  MISSIONS  GREAT- 
EST DECADE,  for  the  Glory  and  Honor  of  Christ. 
-—-Sarasota,  Florida 


BRETHREN  HOUSE  SEAT 


A  Home  Mission  Minislrn  in  Si.  Pelenbari,  flotida 


Phil  &  Jesn  lefseh       j^ 
Bonnie  Mumtn  'H}r^' 


TODAY'S  CHILDREN 


The  title  of  an  editorial  in  the  St  Petersburg 

Times  snatched  my  attention  this  morning:  "Our 
Children  Grow  Poorer."  Reading  through  the 
article,  I  discovered  the  author,  William  Shannon, 
pinpointing  many  reaso^ns  we  are  in  mission  at 
Brethren  House. 

Consider  these  facts: 

1.  "The  raite  of  suicide  among  children  aged  10-14 
is  twice  as  high  as  it  was  20  years  ago.  For 
children  aged  15  to  19,  ithe  rate  has  tripled." 

2.  "Since  1963  crimes  'by  children  have  ibeen  rising 
at  a  faster  rate  than  the  juvienile  papulation." 

3.  "The  rate  of  armed  rolbbery,  rape,  and  murder 
iby  juveniles  has  douhled  in  a  decade." 

4.  "Beyond  all  'this,  loom  the  apathy  and  waste 
of  the  counterculture.  Its  existence  is  no  longer 
news,  ibut  its  ranks  are  still  swelled  each  year 
by  thousands  of  pathetic  runaways  and  drop- 
outs." 

Mr.  Shannon  goes  on  to  explain  the  reasons  for 
these  desprivations: 

"Urbanization  is  a  factor.  Children  who  might 
have  made  it  on  a  farm  or  in  a  village  .  .  .  encoun- 
ter disaster  in  a  ihig  city  with  its  anonymity  and 
diverse  temptations." 

"Births  by  unwed  mothers  and  divorce,  two 
trends  that  are  boith  rising  steadily,  result  in  de- 
priving children  of  the  stalble,  itwo-parent  support 
that  .they  need  dm  their  ,groiVS«Dg  years.  One  out  of 


every  six  children  under  18  today  is  living  in  a 
single-parent  family." 

We  have  seen  evidence  of  the  observations  cited 
in  this  editorial  in  our  work  in  Floirida.  Maybe  in 
this  state  these  things  come  into  sharper  focus. 
We  see  children  under  stress,  children  laokinig 
stability,  children  witlh  notihing  to  hanig  on  to  and 
nofwhere  to  go. 

Of  course  Brethren  House  can't  parent  ail  of 
the  children.  It  cannot  compensate  for  all  of  the 
lacks  the  children  have  faced.  But  it  >can  offer 
■Christ's  presence;  it  can  adverftise  'God's  message; 
it  ican  "let  the  children  come  to  him." 

It  is  our  goal  that  Brethren  House  minister  by 
welcoming  chil;dren  into  a  place  that  proclaims 
God's  plan  for  building  Ufe  on  a  firm  foundaftion 
and  aiming  for  the  most  worthwhile  goal — ^being 
a  part  of  His  Kingdom. 

And  beyond  :the  local  minisitry,  we  hope  to  reach 
out  to  other  "'ministers  of  children"  throughout 
the  world  and  help  equip  them  to  give  support  and 
direction  to  the  ones  Jesus  valued  above  all  else. 

Little  3-year-old  Steven  sort  of  epitomized  what 
I've  been  'trying  to  convey  when  he  sat  at  the  craft 
table  Tuesday  afternoon  with  Phil  and  the  other 
chUdren.  Several  ^times  he  asked  Phil  for  help  by 
saying  to  him,  'Hey,  God,  would  you  help  me  tie 
thdis  yam?" 

— Jean 
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Introducing  New 
SMM  General  Secretary 


Hi,  Oirls!  I'm  sure  soime  of  you  remember 
hearing  from  me  on  this  page  last  winter.  Well, 
you're  going  to  be  hearing  a  lot  more  from  me 
thiis  year  because  I'm  your  new  General  Secre- 
tary. I'll  be  trying  to  take  Beth  Barber's  place 
in  communicating  with  you  and  your  societies. 
And,  as  good  coimmunication  is  really  a  two-way 
process,  I  hope  to  hear  from  you  frequently  also. 
I'll  tbe  anxious  to  hear  from  you  individually  or 
from  your  Sisterho>od  group,  telling  me  about 
any  problems  you  may  have,  sharing  exciting 
happenings  and  good  ideas,  or  just  getting  ac- 
quainted. My  address  is:  Nancy  Ronk,  227  CoUege 
Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio  44805.  I'll  even  try  to 
answer  your  letters. 

I  guess  I  should  tell  you  a  Ufitle  about  myself. 
I'm  19  years  old,  and  I've  lived  in  AsMand  'most 
of  my  life,  attending  the  Park  Street  Brethren 
Ohurch  with  my  family.  I  graduated  fi'om  high 
sahooi  in  1974  and  moveid  to  Indiana  to  attend 
Goshen  College  last  year.  But  God  showed  me 
that  He  wanted  me  back  in  Ashland  joining  the 
other  Brethren  students  at  ithe  college.  Now  I'm 
happily  getting  settled  iin  my  sophomore  year,  at 
AShl2md  College.  It's  so  exciting  to  live  with 
Christians  froim  other  churches,  and  with  non- 
Christians  that  I  can  be  a  witness  to.  I'm  looking 
forward  to  a  great  three  years  here  at  AC.  My 
major  areas  of  study  in  coUege  are  Speech  and 
Hearing  Therapy  and  Music. 

So  many  great  things  happened  at  coriference 
this  summer!  One  of  them  was  Sisterhood.  We 
had  a  large  group  of  girls  at  our  meettings — about 
40  or  50  each  day.  It  was  good  to  have  so  many 
interested  in  sharing  with  the  girls  and  the  speak- 
ers (Who,  by  the  way,  were  excellent  in  relating 
to  us  as  Christian  young  women).  One  day  we  had 
a  tea  with  the  WMS  ladies.  That  was  fun  for  all 
200  of  us!  The  cookies  many  of  your  groups  sup- 
plied were  delicious.  Thank  you  for  helping  out 
so  willingly. 

At  our  meeting  on  Friday  we  elected  new 
offifiicers.  I  have  included  a  list  of  all  our  present 
officers  and  their  addresses  which  you  can  cut 
out  and  put  on  your  bulletin  board  or  wherever 
it  will  be  handy  for  you.  While  I'm  presenting 
new  people,  I  hope  you've  already  noticed  the 
monthly  Sisterhood  articles  in  the  first  Evangelist 
issue  each  month.  Mrs.  Pauline  Benshoff,  wife 
of  Rev.  St.  Clair  Benshoff,  pastor  at  the  Muncie, 
Indiana   church,   is   continuing  as   our  very  fine 


Nancy  Ronk 


Junior  SMM  writer.  Our  new  Senior  writer  <is 
Mrs.  Ruth  Barber,  Whose  husband  Rev.  Carl 
Barber  is  pasitor  at  Hemdon,  Virginia.  (She  also 
happens  to  be  Beth's  mother-in-law.)  These  ladies 
put  a  lot  of  valuable  time  into  these  articles,  so 
I  urge  all  of  your  groups  to  read  them. 

On  Saturday  of  conference  we  chose  oiur  mis- 
sionary project  for  this  year.  We  are  going  to 
help  Jerry  and  Cheryl  (brieve  in  Nigeria  with 
-their  work  of  translating  the  Bible  into  the  African 
KUba  language.  You  can  see  how  important  this 
is,  so  the  people  in  Nigeria  who  don't  know  English 
can  read  the  Bible.  I  encourage  you  to  set  a  goal 
for  your  group  and  try  to  raise  a  lot  of  money 
for  this  project  to  let  other  people  read  about 
Jesus  as  we  can.  Our  'ingathering  at  co'nference 
totaled  $455.67  for  last  year's  project,  the  Mission 
Board,  to  use  in  any  way  they  needed.  If  you  stUl 
have  project  money  not  turned  in,  Cathy  Harding 
wUl  Wellcome  it  right  away. 

Also  at  our  Saturday  meeting  we  announced 
the  recipient  of  the  annual  Sisterhood  scholarship, 
Nona  Jean  Hesketh,  from  Vandergrift,  Pennsyl- 
vania. This  scholai'ship  is  awarded  every  year  to 
a  Sisterhood  girl  who  will  be  a  freshman  at 
Ashland  College.  Watch  future  Evangelists  for 
application  forms. 

Next  year's  conference  pramises  to  ibe  a  real 
Bicentennial  celebrajtion.  The  adults  are  itrytag 
to  have  people  from  every  church  in  the  denom- 
ination attend  conference.  I  hope  the  Sistertiood 
can  have  at  least  one  representative  [firom  each 
church  or  at  least  one  from  the  far  districts.  We'll 
have  to   find   a    bigger   meeitinig  room,    but   we 
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wouldn't  mind  that.  We're  loo'fckiig  forwaird  to  an 
even  bigger  crowd  than  this  year.  Start  planning 
now. 

TMs  past  year  has  also  been  a  igreat  year  for 
sending  in  your  money  to  the  National  office. 
Your  groups  have  really  been  on  the  ball  with 
getting  registrations,  dues,  and  thank  offerings 
in  on  time  and  we  appreciate  it.  In  all  areas  your 
total  giving  has  been  increased  from  previous 
years.  Let's  keep  it  up  ithis  year  and  make  it  even 
higher.  In  case  some  of  you  aren't  sure  when  or 
Where  to  send  your  money  or  reigistrations,  I 
have  included  another  Hst  to  cut  out  and  hang 
up.  The  most  important  thing  is  your  registration 
which  needs  to  be  in  to  me  right  away!  They  were 
to  'be  in  iby  October  1.  We  need  to  know  who  and 
wrere  you  are  and  the  only  way  we  can  avail  cmr- 
selves  of  this  information  is  for  you  to  let  us 
kniow.  I  think  there  are  some  SMM  groups  hiding 
and  no  one  seems  to  know  where  they  are.  Send 
in  your  names  and  be  recognized!  And  ithere  are 
some  igroups  who  donU  get  around  to  sending 
this  infoirmatlon  in  'till  mooilhs  later.  We're  glad 
far  the  information,  but  we  would  like  to  know 
IN  OCTOBER.  So,  remind  your  patronesses  and 
make  sure  YOUR  group  is  one  of  the  prompt 
ones  to  send  your  registration  in  on  time.  Try 
to  get  in  it  at  least  in  the  month  of  October. 

A  few  things  to  remember: 

1.  Keep  in  touch  by  writing  to  me. 

2.  Set  a  goal  for  your  group's  project  giving  for 
Nigeria. 

3.  Try    to    come    to    National    Conference    next 
August,  especially  if  you  missed  this  year. 

4.  Send  in  your  registration  to  me  in  October. 

5.  Send  in  your  National  dues  to  Cathy  Harding 
(by  January  31. 

6.  Keep   reading   the  Evangelist  for  more  SMM 
articles  and  information. 

God  bless  you. 
Love,  Nancy 


President 

Becky  Grumbling 

P.O.  Box  2174 

John  Brown  University 

SUoam  Springs,  AK    72761 
Vice  President 

Linda  Zerbe 

Route  1 

Peru,  IN    46970 
Literature  Secretary 

Joan  McKinney 

415  Claremont  Avenue 

Ashland,  OH    44805 
General  Secretary 

Nancy  Ronk 

227  College  Avenue 

Ashland,  OH    44805 
Financial  Secretary 

Cathy  Harding 

1304  Twp.  Road  685 

Ashl-and,  OH    44805 
Treasurer 

Joan  Holsinger 

208  Sloan  Avenue 

Ashland,  OH    44805 
Patroness 

Judy  Tinkel  (Mrs.  Paul) 

8840  St.  Joe  Rd. 

Ft.  Wayne,  IN    46805 
Assistant  Patroness 

Lois  Scott  (Mrs.  Frank) 

Robson  Road 

Wmona  Lake,  IN    46590 
National   dues — $1.50   seniors,   $1.44   juniors — due 
Jan  31— Cathy  Harding,  1340  Twp.  Road  685, 
Ashland,  OH  44805 
Thank  offering — ^due  July  15 — ^to  Cathy  Harding 
Registration — name  and  address  and  age  of  each 
'member  plus  names  and  addresses  of  officers 
and  patroness — due  Oct.  1 — Nancy  Ronk,  227 
College  Ave.,   Asshland,   OH  44805 


ASHLAND  COLLEGE 
News  Release 


ASHLAND — Three  representatives  of  Ashland 
College  attended  a  two-day  History  of  Mathematics 
conference  at  Miami  University  October  4th  and 
5th.  Dorothy  Carpenter,  chairman  of  the  mathe- 
matics department;  Alan  Poorman,  associate  pro- 
fessor of  mathematics  and  senior  Freda  Brumme 
took  part  in  the  Bioentennial  event  ooncamed  with 
mathematics  in  the  United  S.taites  during  the  pasit 
200  years. 

Mliss  Carpenter  presented  a  contributed  paper 
on  "Early  American  Arithmetic  Texts."  Her  re- 
search of  rare  books  at  ithe  University  of  Michigan 
■and  the  Library  of  Congress  resulted  in  a  presen- 
tation of  a  variety  of  subject  matter,  some  curious 
definitions  and  illusitraitiive  problems  provided  by 
18th  Century  authors. 

The  meeting  included  'three  major  speakers  and 
'the  presentation  of  18  papers. 

Miss  Carpenter  is  a  rneniber  of  the  Park  Street 
Brethren  Church,  Secretary  of  the  Brethren 
Church  Properties,  Inc. ;  Treasurer  of  the  Ncitiianal 
Women's  Missionary  Sociiety. 
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WORLD  RELIEF  REPORT 


by  Phil  Lersch,  Chairman 
Brethren  World  Relief  Board 


CYSS—NOT  STOPPED  BY 
EVACUATION 

(CYSS  stands  for  "Christian  Youth  Social 
Service" — an  organization  of  South  Viet- 
namese Christians  active  in  relief  work, 
vocational  schools,  evangelism,  etc.  until  the 
Communist  takeover.  My  son  John  and  I 
visited  some  of  their  projects  in  Danang  in 
1972  and  met  their  leader,  Mr.  Do. 

This  report,  distributed  by  the  World 
Relief  Commission,  dem,onstrates  both  the 
dedication  of  CYSS  persoiis  to  serve  wher- 
ever possible  AND  the  way  the  Lord  used  our 
World  Relief  efforts  and  materials  to  help 
out  in  some  least  expected  circum,stances.) 


After  nearly  4  months  of  working,  praying, 
serving  and  stiffering  together,  the  evacuated 
•members  of  Soultih  Vietnam's  Christian  Youth 
Social  Service,  WRC's  counterpart  agency  in  that 
country,  have  parted  for  new  lives  in  the  Pacific 
Noirthwest.  Of  a  CYSS  complement  500  throughout 
Vietnam,  'this  group  of  82  were  ithe  only  ones  to 
escape. 

But  they  leave  behind  them  a  legacy  of  assist- 
ance which  was  felt  from  Saigon  to  Pennsylvania 
and  from  Guam  to  Korea. 

Led  by  the  CYSS  President,  Nguyen  Van  Do, 
the  group  escaped  from  Vietnam  on  a  small  boat 
funded  by  World  Relief  and  originally  intended 
for  relief  work  in  refugee  camps  along  the  Mekong 
River  and  the  shores  of  South  Vietnam. 


VIET-LONG  freighter  funded  by  WRC 
for  final  stages  of  relief  deliveries  by 

C.Y.S.S.  and  used  for  escape  when 
Communists  took  over  country  in  April. 


Their  boat,  a  small  coastal  freighter  named  the 
Viet  Long,  sailed  from  Vung-Tao,  a  small  seaport 
city  115  kilometers  southeast  of  Saigon  on  the 
evening  of  AprU  27.  For  three  days  CYSS  had 
been  ferrying  rice  and  other  supplies  from  the 
Viet  Long  to  shore  via  smaller  craft.  In  the  final 
hoTirs,  Do  found  himself  in  the  market  at  Vung-Tau 
and  reports,  "I  witnessed  a  great  panic  among 
the  people.  Shops  were  clo'sed.  Soldiers  with  guns 
were  walking,  shooting  and  taking  things  from 
people." 

Immediately  Do  returned  to  the  Viet  Long  and 
ordered  her  to  saU.  They  anchored  again  one  kilo- 
meter offshore  where  they  witnessed  the  final 
hours  of  South  Vietnam's  agony. 

"Rockets  and  smoke  were  seen  outside  Vung- 
Tau,"  Do  remembers.  "Hundreds  of  boats  and 
ships  began  pulling  out  of  doicks  and  tried  to  sail 
out  to  international  waters  hoping  to  meet  some 
ships  to  help  evacuate  them." 

Within  hours  Pastor  Do  and  Ms  group  were 
picked  up  by  an  American  merchant  ship  the 
"Pioneer  Contractor."  The  remainder  of  the  Viet 
Long's  relief  supplies — ^more  than  30  tons  of  rice, 
noodles,  sleeping  mats,  blankets,  mUk,  clothing 
and  cooking  utensils — were  also  taken  on  board 
the  Contractor. 

Although  they  did  not  yet  realize  it,  CYSS  reMef 
work  among  the  Vietnamese  was  not  yet  finished 
for  the  group,  even  though  ithey  themselves  'had 
became  refugees. 

In  three  days  aboiard  the  American  merchant 
man  they  disstributed  food  and  gu^pplies  to  26  small 
craft  loaded  with  escaping  refugees.  The  Con- 
tractor, loaded  with  ammunition  and  en  route  to 
Korea,  was  tmable  to  pick  more  refugees  up  so 
this  CYSS  aid  was  all  that   they  wotild  receive 
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Refugees  crotvded  into  dimly-lit,  unspeakably  crowded  ship  holds, 
depended  on  CYSS  for  food,  clothing,  and  spiritual  aid. 


uintil  help  came  or  they  turned  back  to  a  now 
overrun  Vietnam.  Meanwhile,  CYSS'  uncomiplain- 
ing  work  and  conisigtent  witness  had  deeply  im- 
pressed the  Contractor's  Master.  He  cabled  ithe 
Valley  Forge  o££ice  lOf  WRC  that  Pastor  Do  and 
his  workers  were  "beautiful  people." 

Transferred  to  the  U.S.S.  Tuscaloosa  with  only 
ttieir  personal  belongings  the  newly-named  "ReUef 
Comimission — Floatinig  Unit"  pitched  in  immedi- 
ately to  alleviaite  the  suffering  among  other  ref- 
ugees the  Tuscaloosa  had  picked  up. 

The  Contractor  meanwhile  reset  its  course  for 
Ohlnhae,  Korea  with  the  balance  of  CYSS  relief 
supplies.  While  Do  perhaps  thought  the  supplies 
would  never  again  be  used,  ithey  wound  up  in 
Pusam,  Korea  in  the  hands  of  a  U.S.  Navy  officer. 
Mindful  of  their  initial  purpose  Hhis  officer  dis- 
tributed (the  bulk  of  the  supplies  to  Vietnamese 
refugees  who  had  made  it  to  Pusan  and  the  re- 
mainder to  a  Korean  orphanage  sponsored  by  the 
Navy's  Military  Sealilft  Command  in  Korea.  "There 
are  about  700  Vietnamese  here  in  Pusan,  so  I 
thought  it  only  fitting  that  they  should  receive  a 
suibgtanitial  amount,"  the  officer  said  in  a  letter 
to  the  United  States.  'T  thought  that  you  would 


Mke  to  know  that  the  property  was  disposed  of 
basically  as  you  originally  mtended."  The  same 
officer  also  reported  that  the  skippers  of  both 
the  iContractor  and  the  Tuscaloosa  "remarked  at 
the  orderliness  and  disciplined  oonduot  of  ithe 
CYSS  refugees." 

The  CYSS  mission  was  sttll  not  complete. 

A  second  transfer  put  ithem  aboard  the  U.S.S. 
Green  Port  which  evenjtually  picked  up  4,000  ref- 
ugees before  sailing  into  Subic  Bay  Naval  Base  in 
the  Philippines.  "Again,"  Do  said,  "on  this  vessel 
CYSS  were  busy  in  disitributing  foods,  water,  milk 
and  helped  to  clean  the  ship.  Each  movement  from 
one  ship  to  another  CYSS  members  helped  to  carry 
luggage  and  children  of  all  evacuees.  All  evacuees 
knew  CYSS  well  and  many  of  them  requested  to 
join  CYSS  but  as  is  our  policy,  we  refused  to 
accept  and  inltroduced  ithem  to  the  gospel  only." 

The  joint  thrust  of  <their  work — ^meeting  phy- 
sical and  spiritual  needs — was  continued  in  ref- 
ugee camps  on  Wake  Island,  the  CYSS'  eventual 
landfall  and  Indiantown  Cap,  Pennsylvania,  their 
final  destination  as  refugees  before  heading  for 
Individual  beginnings  in  the  northwest. 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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Alt  Wake  Island  they  held  Sunday  morning  and 
afternoon  worship  services,  daily  Bible  studies  for 
CYSS  families,  evening  prayer  services  Tuesday 
and  Thursdays  and  four  daily  classes  to  teach 
refugees  English  and  some  of  the  customs  they 
would  find  in  their  new  homeland. 

Exulting  in  'the  joy  of  the  Lord  despite  their 
suffering,  Do  wrote  to  Valley  Forge  (WRC)  prais- 
ing God.  "You  can  see  how  the  Lord  has  -mlraau- 
lously  evacuated  lis  out  of  dangers.  .  .  .  Please 
pray  for  us  that  we  might  cantimie  the  work  in 
the  Lord's  hands." 

Sponsored  by  The  World  Relief  Commission,  the 
CYSS  merhbers  have  now  departed  for  new  spon- 
sorship by  churches  and  members  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Friends  Alliance.  Most  will  settle  in  the 
Portland,  Oregon  area  whUe  others  will  be  in 
Boise,  Idaho. 

The  CYSS  mission  of  providimg  reHeif  supplies 
to  Vietnamese  evacuees  is  finisihed.  But  their 
mission  of  leading  others  to  Jesus  Christ  will 
never  end. 


Pastor  Kyuiien   Van  Do  (center)  discusses 

CYSS  activities  ivith  American 

officials  aboard  ship. 


WKC  $100,000  GIFT  TO  AID 
THAILAND'S  RICE  CROP  YIELD 

VALLEY  FORGE,  Pa.  (EP)— The  World  Relief 
Commission  (WRC),  official  relief  agency  of  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals,  will  send 
more  than  $100,000  to  Thjailaind  to  help  increase 
yields  of  rice. 

Bulk  of  the  grant  wUl  be  used  to  buiiid  a  rice 


mill  in  Udom  Thani  district  in  Nortihern  Thailand. 
Rice  shortages  have  occurred  because  yields  are 
noit  keeping  pace  with  demands  for  tJie  popular 
"white  gold." 

The  miH  wiU  be  built  in  canjunctton  with  the 
Udom  Christian  Service  Training  Center,  oper- 
ated by  the  EvangeUcal  Church  in  Northern 
Thailand  in  cooperation  With  tihe  Evangelical 
Covenant  Church  of  America. 


No  "Hiding  PEace"  of-  World  Premiere 


NAZI   CHE>nCAL  BOIVIB  HALTS 
BILLY  GRAHA3I  FILM  PREMIERE 

BEVERLY  HILLS,  Calif.  (EP)— The  world  pre- 
miere of  "The  Hiding  Place,"  epic  film  of  Corrie 
ten  Boom's  experiences  in  a  Nazi  prison  camp 
during  World  "War  II,  turned  into  a  street  meeting 
here  when  800  guests  fled  the  theater  after  Nazi 
sympathizers  dropped  a  tear  gas  carmister  10 
minutes  before  show  time,  Sept.  29. 

"This  picture  was  made  to  teach  the  love  of 
God  to  those  people  like  the  one  who  threw  this 
bomb  tonig'ht,"  BiUy  Graham  told  the  guests  wait- 
ing hi  the  cordoned  street  outside. 

Pat  Boone  led  the  nearly  1,000  guests,  mainy  of 
them  movie  stars  and  well  known  Hollywood 
entertainers,  in  singing  a  variety  of  popular  Chris- 
tian songs  while  firemen  triied  to  exhaust  the 
choking  fumes.  George  Beverly  Shea,  mounting 
the  sidewalk  platform  where  Pat  Boone  had  been 
interviewing  arriving  dignitaries,  led  in  the  sing- 
ing of  "How  Great  Thou  Art,"  and  Cliff  Barrows 
joined  Boone  in  the  singing  of  a  Ohrlgtiian  hymn 
in  Hebrew. 

The  enthusiasm  was  oontagioiis.  Amid  shouts 
of  "Praise  the  Lord!"  ringing  out  occasionally 
from  ithe  30O  in  bleachers  erected  opposite  the 
entrance  to  the  'theater,   songs  continued  for  30 


minutes.  Even  the  police  officer  with  badge  no. 
355  of  'the  Beverly  HUls  force  found  himself  join- 
ing in. 

Finally  Dr.  Graham  had  to  announce  cancella- 
tion of  the  premiere  because  firemen  could  not 
extract  the  fumes  from  carpets  and  seats. 

Corrie  ten  Boom,  at  a  reception  later  in  the 
Beverly  Wilshire  Hotel,  expressed  sadness  and 
disappointment  because  off  the  inconvenience  to 
guesits.  "We  have  to  love  those  people  who  hate 
us  and  pray  for  them,"  the  84-year-old  Dutch 
woman  said. 

At  the  reception  Dr.  Graham  predicted  that  out 
■of  the  bomb  episode  would  "come  something  w^hich 
we  could  never  imagine  or  think  or  dream."  Peo'ple 
who  would  not  otherwise  desire  to  see  the  film 
or  read  the  book  now  might  be  curious  and  do 
so,  ihe  said. 

"The  Hiding  Place"  stars  Julie  Harris,  Eileen 
Heckart  and  Arthur  O'Connel.  It  is  'the  true  sitory 
of  Miss  ten  Boom's  experience  duitng  World  War 
II  :in  leading  an  un'derground  force  which  saved 
many  Holland  Jewis  from  Nazi  invaders  before  the 
Dutch  family  also  was  captured  and  imprisoned. 

Albert  Zabro,  theater  manager,  had  been  a 
prisoner  in  Dachau.  "We  watched  the  same  experi- 
ence," he  said,  squeezSnig  Miss  ten  Boom's  hand. 
"I  overcame  it  and  I'm  a  happier  man." 
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NEWS  BRIEFS 


FEATURE  REPORT 


A  trainirLg  program  is  ourrentily  operatinig  in 
the  Washington,  D.C.  metropoilitan  area  With  Dr. 
Jo(hn  C.  Broger,  Pentagon  Information  director, 
as  program  director  and  Mr.  Floyd  Robeirtson  of 
the  NAE  Public  Affairs  Office  as  program 
coordinator. 

r>r.  Billy  A.  Melvin,  NAE  executive  direotor. 
Stated,  "It  is  our  hope  that  such  training  programs 
will  flourish  across  the  nation.  This  demonstrates 
the  re-ality  of  applying  the  biblical  principles  of 
daily  living  to  the  problems  of  everyday  life." 

Dr.  Adams,  author  of  "Compatent  to  Counsel" 
training  materials,  is  a  graduate  of  John  Hopkins 
University  and  has  earned  degrees  from  Temple 
University,  Reformed  Episcopal  Seminary  and  the 
University  of  Missouri.  He  also  held  the  EU  Lilly 
Fellowship  at  the  University  of  Illinois  in  Psy- 
chology under  O.  Hobart  Mowrer. 


NEW  PROGRAM  TO  TRAIN 
LAYPEOPLE  IN  COUNSELING 

WHEATON,  111. — ^A  Philadelphia  professor  and 
Christian  coiunselor  contends  that  Chrlsitian  lay- 
people  can  !be  trained  from  the  Bible  to  counsel 
people  with  shattered  lives  to  help  them  solve 
the  problems  of  life. 

Offering  solutions  ito  'broken  hearts  and  'lives 
is  the  reason  for  the  church,  claims  Dr.  Jay 
Adams,  associate  professor  of  iPractical  Theology 
art;  Westminister  Theological  Seminary  dn  Phila- 
idaphia,  counselor  at  the  Christian  Counseling  and 
Educational  Foundation  in  Hatboro,  Pa.  and  dean 
lOif  ithe  Institute  of  Pastoral  Studies  in  Counseling, 
Chestnut  Hill,  Pa. 

Life-shattering  i>rotolems  exist  wherever  there 
are  people,  he  points  out.  An  estimated  2%  of  the 
population  in  the  United  States  is  under  treatment 
foir  mental  problems.  Another  10%  needs  treat- 
ment and  isn't  gettinig  it  and  40%  more  could 
benefit  from  some  kind  of  professional  help.  The 
present  system  can't  even  handle  the  10%  who 
need  immediate  help,  the  counselor  declares.  That's 
about  19  million  Americans  who  are  suffering 
from  depression.  Add  the  problems  of  broken  or 
d'isfunotioniing  marriages,  alloohohsin,  drug  abuse, 
anxiety,  relbelllous  chilidren,  sexual  promiscuity 
and  homosexuality;  and  the  total  adds  up  to  a 
kingnsize  dilemima. 

"The  Bible,"  Adams  says,  "deals  vMi\  all  of  life's 
problems,  identifies  the  causes,  and  provides  the 
authoritative  solutions.  The  job  of  the  church  is 
to  adequaitely  meet  needs  through  an  intelligent 
use  of  the  Word  of  God." 

A  former  Presibyterian  ipastor,  Adams  maintains 
that  personal  proiblems  of  individuals  "can  often 
be  the  key  to  an  effective  sharing  of  our  faith." 
He  cites  the  example  of  Christ,  who  met  individ- 
uals in  context  of  personal  prolblems,  speaklnig  to 
th-em  at  their  point  of  need. 

In  oonjiunotion  with  Dr.  Adams,  the  National 
Association  of  Evanigelioals,  Wheaton,  lU.,  has 
developed  a  systematic  training  program,  "Com- 
petent to  Counsel,"  designed  for  training  and 
equipping  small  grouips  of  eight  to  ten  perso^ns  in 
16  training  sessions  of  two  hours  each,  once  a 
week.  A  training  kilt  is  available  &iom  NAE  at 
Box  28,  Wheaton,  IL  60187. 


"LET  FREEDOM  RING"  CHOSEN  AS 

THEME  FOR  NAE  BICENTENNIAL  PROGRAM 

WHEATON,  lU.— The  theme,  "Let  Freedom 
Ring,"  has  been  incorporated  into  the  combined 
1976  programs  instituted  by  the  National  Asso- 
ciation of  Evangelicals  for  the  bicentennial  year. 

Based  on  a  passage  of  Scripture  from  the  Gospel 
of  John,  the  theme  promotes  the  spiritual  freedom 
advocated  by  Christ  when  He  said,  "If  you  hold 
to  my  teaching,  you  are  really  my  disciples.  Then 
you  will  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  Will  set  you 
free"   (John  8:31-32  NIV). 

NAE's  three-stage  program  for  ithe  bicentennial 
year  includes  A  DAY  OF  PRAYER  (March  5),  A 
DAY  OF  WITNESS  (April  16),  and  A  DAY  OF 
WORSHIP  AND  THANKSGIVING  (July  4). 

Endorsing  the  NAE  program,  Billy  Graham, 
wrote,  "During  'the  Bicentennial  year  of  the  nation, 
it  is  my  hope  that  every  Christian  wiU  reflect 
upon  the  Christian  principles  on  which  this  coun- 
try was  founded.  As  a  nation,  we  have  slipped  from 
our  spiritual  moorings  and  there  is  cause  for  con- 
cern. That's  why  I  appreciate  the  emphasiis  of 
th'C  proigram  beinig  promoted  by  ithe  National  Asso- 
ciation of  Evangelicals.  It  ibrttngs  a  sjjiritual  mto- 
iatry  to  the  nation. 

"I  commend  their  effort  to  every  Christian  and 
church  interested  in  the  futuiie  of  our  nation," 
Graham  concluded,  "and  pnay  that  God  will 
mightily  use  these  sipedial  'days  of  prayer,  witness 
and  worsMp." 

NAE  has  produced  materials  for  use  by  local 
Churches  and  Christian  groups  in  observing  these 
three  special  days.  Included  are  Daily  Bible  Read- 
ings for  the  Bicentennial  Year,  a  Day  of  Witness 
tract,  la  World  Day  of  Prayer  p'roigram  booklet 
authored  by  Irene  Co'nian  (wife  of  Congressman 
John  Conlan),  a  bullertSn  coiver,  insert  and  posters 
for  the  Day  of  Worship  'and  Thanksigiving,  a  Bicen- 
tennial resource  catalog  of  materials  and  helps 
for  giving  church  bicentennial  pro)grams  a  (Chris- 
tian emphasis.  Sample  kits  are  available  for  $1.00 
from  NAE  BdcerBtennial  Pro'gram,  Box  28, 
Wheaton,  IL  60187. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 


BlueJeans  Theology  of  James  by  Alvin  Shifflett 
(Standard  Publishiing,  1973.  94  pp.) 

The  author  of  this  book  is  a  Brethren.  This  is 
his  first  book,  although  he  has  written  articles  in 
The  Outlook  and  other  periodicals.  He  is  a  native 
of  the  Shenandoiah  Valley,  Virgiinda.  As  a  minister 
he  has  served  congregations  in  Virginia,  Ohio, 
■California  and  Indiana. 

"What  doth  it  profit,  my  brethren,  'thougih  a  man 
say  he  hath  faith,  and  have  not  works?  can  faith 
save  him?"  (James  2:14).  In  the  author's  des- 
criptive up-to-date  expressions  we  find  a  new  down- 
to-earth  theoloigy.  He  says  the  theology  of  James 
or  "the  material"  James  uses  isn't  fancy  i>er- 
manent  press  double  knit  but  roug'h  and  ready4o- 
wear  blue  jeans. 

The  book  woiild  be  good  for  Bible  study  groups. 
Each  chapter  consists  of  a  few  pages  of  practical 
helps  and  illustrations  for  understanding  scripture 
passages.  At  the  beginning  of  the  chapter  a  scrip- 
ture passage  for  study  is  printed  along  with  a 
sketdhed  illustration.  At  the  end  of  each  ohaptei' 
you   wUl   find   several   questions   for  discussion. 

You  may  purchase  the  book  for  only  $1.50  at 
our  Brethren  Book  Store  in  Ashlanid,  Ohio. 

I  would  like  to  congratulate  Alvin  and  hope 
that  more  will  come  from  his  pen. 

— Julia  Flora 

Commimieation:    Key    to    Your    Marriage    by   H. 

Nomian    Wrigthit,     (G/L    Regal    Books,    1974. 
189  pp.) 

You  can  put  this  book  to  work  for  you.  It  may 
be  the  key  to  your  marriage.  My  husband  and  I 
have  used  it  for  ourselves  and  for  group  discus- 
sions. The  chapters  are  short  and  conclude  with 
helps  for  thinking  and  answering  on  your  own  or 
with  others.  Througihout  the  book  you  will  laugh 
at  the  co^mical  illustrations. 

Found  here  are  more  than  a  dozen  ways  to  cope 
with  marital  conflict.  There  are  included  ten  prac- 
tical principles  for  building  your  partner's  self- 
esteean  through  understanding  and  respect.  In- 
cluded also  are  ten  methods  lor  handling  angry 
feelings  and  ten  steps  to  avoiding  tihe  high  cost 
of  anxiety  or  worry.  Available  to  you  along  with 
ithe  book  is  A  Leaminig  Resource  Pac  for  group 
study. 

H.  Norman  Wright  is  asisoCiaite  iprofessor  of 
Psychology  at  Biola  College  and  the  Talbot  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  He  is  a  licensed  mjarrlage,  fam- 
ily and  child  counselor  in  private  practice  having 
gained  national  recognition  for  his  classes,  sem- 
inars, workshops  and  retreats  on  miarrtage  and 
family  communication.  Everyone  who  wants  to 
can  learn  from  this  book.  We  can  learn  to  com- 
municate at  new  and  deeper  levels  to  'better  imder- 
stand  our  mates. 

"Two  Christians  have  the  best  possibilities  for 
a  iiappy  marriage  because  they  have  a  third  Per- 
son— ^the  Lord  Jesus  Christ — working  with  them 
and  strengtheniing  them.  But  there  must  be  com- 
munication between  them  and  their  Lord  and 
'between  themselves." 

— Julia  Flora 


CAN  AN  ESTABUSHED  CHURCH  CHANGE? 

One  of  the  principals  of  churdh  growth  is  that 
a  church  CAN  grow  if  it  WANTS  to  grow,  that  is 
if  it  is  wiUing  to  pay  the  price.  One  of  the  prior- 
ities that  continually  surfaces  as  established 
churches  and  organizations  talk  at>out  growth  is 
the  need  for  changed  attitudes.  Some  have  been 
wondering  if  it  is  not  almost  impossible  for  an 
established  organization  to  have  changed  attitudes 
and  an  extension  of  the  thougiht,  that  only  (the 
younger,  newer  churches  can  really  experience 
growth. 

Tyndale  House  has  published  a  new  book,  The 
Church  That  Dared  to  Change  by  Michael  R. 
Tucker  that  in  the  words  of  the  author  "...  this 
book  is  for  the  established  church;  one  that  has 
been  in  business  for  awhile  and  still  is  not  experi- 
encing renewal.  Let  me  encourage  you  to  believe 
that  you  can  organize  for  change  and  expect 
change  now." 

I  am  always  cautious  about  holding  j>erso'nal 
testimonies  too  higth  as  an  example  because  God 
works  differently  in  differenit  situations  and  we 
have  a  human  tendency  to  copy  the  methods  illus- 
trated in  any  success  story.  However,  it  is  en- 
couraging to  know  that  it  can  and  has  happened. 

The  Temple  Baptist  Ohurch  in  Colorado  Springs 
had  twenty  years  of  history  before  the  present 
renewal.  The  church  had  dismissed  its  pastor  with 
resulting  bitterness,  many  left.  "A  candidate  was 
brought  to  interview  .  .  .  the  vote  was  more  than 
a  majority  to  call  him  but  less  'than  the  three-  i 
fourths  required  to  hire  a  pastor  .  .  .  the  rejected  1 
candidate  started  his  own  church  in  the  city  and 
took  about  a  third  of  the  members  with  him  .  .  . 
(The  leaders)  agreed  to  shut  the  doors,  sell  the 
property  .  .  .  then  God  reversed  ithe  'total  trend  of 
the  church.  Temple  didn't  die.  Instead,  it  was  re- 
newed by  God's  Spirit  workinig  in  its  peo'ple.  Here 
is  how  renewal  ihappened  in  a  dying  church  that 
dared  to  change.  This  volume  is  written  to  encour- 
age pastors,  church  leaders,  and  all  Christians 
that  the  same  thing  could  happen  in  many  other 
Churches." 

The  Church  That  Dared  to  Change  by  Michael 
R.  Tucker  is  available  through  the  Brethren  Book- 
store and  other  (Jhristian  bookstares  at  $2.95. 
The  Bookworm 
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POETRY  CORNER 


MY  GUIDE 

Please,  Lord,  Take  my  hand, 

Waik  with  me  ithrough  the  day. 

The  road  may  be  rough. 

Will  you  please  lead  the  way? 

Come  with  me  to  the  kitchen 

There  are  dishes  to  do. 
There's  many  more  tasks. 

Let  me  mention  a  few. 

This  morning  I  saw  ripe  grapes 

On  the  vine. 
And  there's  clathes  to  be  hung 

Out  there  on  the  line. 

The  grass  it  \grows  greener,. 

It's  ready  to  mow. 
I  walked  ithrougfh  my  garden, 

How  'the  weeds  grow! 

There's  canning  and  freeaing 

Soon  to  "be  done. 
And  ithe  peaches  are  ripening 

Out  there  in  the  sun. 

My  neighbor  is  lonely, 

I  must  bake  her  a  ipde, 
And  visit  with  her 

Ere  this  day  has  gone  iby. 

Thank  You,  Decir  Lord, 
For  strength  [for  each  day, 
To  do  all  the  taste 

Thart  keep  coming  my  way. 

Lord,  help  me  be  cheerful 

No  matter  the  task. 

I  know  all  Uhese  favors 

Of  Thee  I  can  ask. 

Help  me.  Dear  Lord,  to  be 

Patient  and  kind. 
May  I  ever  seek  guidance. 

Thy  help  may  I  find. 

It's  a  comfort  to  know 

That  you  walk  .by  my  side. 

Thank  You,  Dear  Lord, 
For  beinjg  my  guide. 

Florence  Roby 
■College  Comer 
Brethren  CSiurch 


The  miracle  of  small  sly  seeds 

Has  spht  my  heart  in  two. 
Such  tiny  things  they  are,  and  fraU 

For  what  they  plot  to  do. 
This  is  a  seed — a  germ  of  life, 

A  little  dormant  root 
A   strong  ambition  toward  the  sun, 

A  tiny  unborn  shoot — 
And  yet  the  power  of  this  seed 

Is  strong  enough  to  thrust 
Its  tendrUs  through  the  frozen  earth 

And  grind  the  rock  to  dust. 
It  may  uproot  a  forest  tree. 

Until  it  slip  and  fall. 
It  may  feed  half  a  thousand  men 

Or  part  of  a  stone-built  wall. 
God  must  have  felt  the  race  of  men 

To  be  a  weakling  breed, 
That  He  should  lavish  power  as  this 

On  such  a  Utile  seed. 

Anne  Mary  Lawler 


He  always  said,  "Good  momin'," 

An'  emphasized  the  "good," 
As  if  he'd  make  it  happy 

For  each  one,  if  he  could. 
"Grood  momin'!"  Just,  "Good  mominV 

To  ev'ryone  he  met; 
He  said  it  with  a  twinkle 

That  no  one  could  forget. 
He  always  said,  "Good  momin'  "; 

An'  people  used  to  say 
That  one  o'Ms  "Good  moimin's" 

Clung  to  you  aU  the  day 
An'  made  you  always  cheerful 

Just  thinkin'  o'  the  sound — 
It  always  was  "good  momin'," 

'Long  as  he  was  around. 


Author  Unknown 


Be  gentle  when  you  touch  bread. 
Let  it  not  lie  uncared  for — ^unwanted. 
So  often  bread  is  taken  for  granted. 
There  is  so  much  ibeauty  in  bread. 

Beauty  of  sun  and  soil 

Beauty  of  patient  toil — 
Win'ds  and  rains  have  caressed  it. 
Christ  often  blessed  it- 
Be  gentle  when  you  touch  ibread. 

Author  Unknown 
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Memorials 


BECKNELL 

James  J.  Becknell,  81,  of  Ashland,  OMo,  went 
to  be  with  his  Lord  August  11,  1975. 

He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Brethren  Church 
at  Warsaw,  Indiana  since  1939.  He  retired  in 
Florida  and  then  came  to  AsWamd  and  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Marie;  one  daughter, 
Mrs.  Bonnie  Summy,  of  A^and,  Ohio;  one  son, 
Ernest  Becknell  of  Fremont,  Calif omia;  seven 
grandchildren  and  six  great-grandchildren. 

Memorial  services  were  conducted  'by  Pastor 
Eugene  J.  Beekley,  Rev.  Robert  Holsinger  and 
Dr.  Leslie  Lindower.  Interment  was  in  Hayesvllle, 
Ohio. 


Johnstown  HZ  reports  the  following  memorials 
for  the  past  year: 

Chester  Harold  Benshoff.  Surviv^ed  by  wife, 
Hazel;  sister,  MUdred  Kepple;  brother  Earl.  He 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Jo'hnsitown  THiird 
Brethren  Church. 

Samuel  Powell.  Survived  by  brother  Andrew. 
Active  member  of  Johnstown  EH. 

Oscar  Hampton.  Survived  by  daughter  Miriam 
Stultzman  and  son  Lynn.  Member  of  Vhird  Breth- 
ren Church,  Johnsrtovm,  Pa. 

Aldnige  TUley,  Sept.  2,  1975.  Survived  (by  wife 
Ivy  and  sons  Raymond  and  James.  Member  and 
Deacon  of  Johnstown  HI. 

All  memorial  services  were  conduoted  toy  pastor, 
Rev.  Ronald  Ritchey. 


SAIL  ON 

When  troubles  mount  like  ocean  waves 

And  sorrows  dim  your  sight, 
Know  then  God  chastens  whom  He  loves- 
Sail  on,  and  trust  His  might. 
Sail  on!  SaU  on!  The  Lord  is  near! 

Have  faith  one  moment  more! 
SaU  on!  Sail  on  and  do  not  fear — 

He's  waiting  on  the  shore. 
Somehow  in  God's  aU-perfect  plan 

There  must  be  winds  and  tide; 
Sail  on!  Sail  on,  oh  soul  of  man, 

His  love  is  deep  and  wide. 
Look  up  to  Him,  look  up  today. 

Your  strength  He  shall  renew; 
Sail  on  though  ceaseless  be  the  storm — 

His  love  wiU  see  you  through. 

Joseph  Stout 


October  18,  1975 


Page  Twenty-one 


^-  CHURCH 

^/ST      NEWS 


ST.  JAMES.  MARYLAND 


NORTH  LIBERTY,  INDIANA 


"CELEBKATION ; " 

Rally  Day 

Homecoming' 

Dedication 

September  7,  1975  was  a  great  day  in  every 
way  ifiOr  St.  James  Brethren  Church.  The  Lord 
igave  us  sunshine  and  warm  breezes.  He  stirred 
up  the  heairt  of  many  to  be  involved  in  the  day's 
festivlities.  He  sent  imany  to  enjoy  the  fine  pro- 
grams throughout  -the  day. 

A  number  of  former  pastors  were  in  attendance. 
Rev.  D.  C.  White,  Rev.  Frank  Rottier,  Rev.  Henry 
Bates  were  all  with  us  and  papticipated  in  the 
services.  Our  main  speaker  Was  Rev.  Jim  RowBey. 
Allso  with  us  were  two  men  new  in  the  m.inistry 
who  were  formerly  imembers  of  tihis  church — ^Rev. 
John  Mills,  serving  ithe  Hagerstown  Brethren,  and 
Rev.  Charles  Green  serving  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren. 

Mrs.  Myrtle  (Heok)  Beard  presented  to  the 
congregation  a  "common  cup"  and  patoher  which 
were  used  in  communion  services  in  this  church 
a  number  of  years  ago.  These  valuable  and  mem- 
'Oralble  itemis  will  be  placed  on  permanent  display. 

The  afternoon  and  evening  were  spent  in  recre- 
artion  and  a  vesper  'service  lafter  the  close  of  the 
Biftertnioon  dedication  service. 

We  must  go  on  from  thals  point.  There  is  so  much 
to  do.  May  we  ever  ibe  open  to  the  leading  lof  the 
Lord. 


This  past  summer  the  North  Liberty  Church 
was  very  priviledged  ito  have  had  four  of  the 
BRETHREN  SUMMER  CRUSiADERS  ministering 
in  our  Vacation  Bible  School  and  working  with 
our  Brethren  Youth.  For  two  weeks  from  June  20  - 
July  5  Joan  HoLsinger  (Ashland,  O.),  Donna 
Shank  (Gretna,  O.),  Bobbi  Mdler  (Goahen,  Ind.), 
and  Jerrilyn  Briggs  (CJameron,  W.  Va.)  spread 
their  enthTosiasm  and  Chrisitian  witness  in  the 
church. 

While  their  ministry  with  us  was  just  tremen- 
dous, the  effect  they  left  upcai  us  after  they  left 
is  even  more  commendable.  Their  enthusiasm  has 
caused  our  youth  group  to  grow  stronger  spirit- 
ually. Three  of  our  young  men,  Deirmis  and  Jeff 
Pigg,  and  Gene  Feitz,  attended  the  Youth  Conr 
vention  at  National  Conference  as  a  result  also. 
Their  enthusiiason  for  ministry  land  the  ideas  they 
brought  with  them  has  also  resulted  in  ithe  estalb- 
lishmenit  of  a  staffed  Junior  church  beginning 
October  7.  New  equipment  has  been  acquired  for 
the  Christian  Education  miniS'try  and  older  equip- 
ment revitalized  for  closer  attention  being  paid  to 
audio-visuals  to  communicate  the  truths  of  lOhrist. 

Finally,  their  enthusiasm  to  put  Chriat  first  in 
their  lives  and  to  enjoy  the>mselveB  doing  so  has 
been  contagious.  We  feel,  therefore,  that  the 
SUMMER  CRUSADER  program  is  a  vital  program 
for  (the  Brethren  iChurch  and  should  be  supported 
because  of  people  like  Joian,  Donna,  Eobbd  and 
Jemi. 

Stephen  S.  Cole,  Pastor 


MEMBEKSHIP  GROWTH 

Nappanee,  Indiana — 2  -by  Baptism 
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CHRISTOPHER  SAVER 


A  digest  of  a  paper  on  the  forefathers  of 
Tlie  Brethren  Chwch  by  students  in  a  class 
on  Brethren  History  and  Doctrine  conducted 
at  the  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  by  Rev. 
Richard  Allison. 

One  of  the  first  tiling's  to  realize  When  studyitag 
the  influence  of  Chrisitopher  Sauer  on  the  Brethren 
Church  is  that,  one  needs  to  study  both  Chnis- 
topher  Sauer  Sr.  and  Christopher  Sauer  Jr. 

The  lelder  Sauer  was  baptized  las  an  'infant  on 
February  2,  1695  in  Ladenburg  Germany,  not  far 
from  where  Alexander  Mack  was  born.  Sauer's 
father  was  a  pastor  in  the  reformed  church  and  a 
teacher.  Due  to  great  turmoil  and  much  fig'Ming 
between  the  Catholic  French  and  the  Reformed 
Ge'iTnans  in  his  birth  place  and  the  area  surround- 
ing Ladenburg,  the  family  moved.  AJter  Chris- 
topher Sauer's  father  died  in  1701  the  family  moved 
to  Feudenheim  where  Sauer  learned  the  trade  of 
a  taUor.  In  1720  Sauer  was  married  and  his  son 
Chriatopher  Sauer  Jr.  was  bom  in  1721  on  Septem- 
ber 26. 

Exactly  what  Sauer's  relationship  to  the  Breth- 
ren was  is  uncertain  at  the  best.  He  did  live  in 
Sdhwarzenau  area  and  In  ifact  is  listed  several 
itimes  in  their  census  lists.  Since  he  lived  in  that 
area  it  is  most  probable  that  Sauer  had  much  and 
frequent  contact  with  the  early  Brethren.  It  is 
doubtful  thougih  that  Sauer  Sr.  ever  joined  the 
Brethren,  even  after  he  moved  ito  America  and 
eventually  settled  in  Germantown.  It  is  known 
itjhat  Sauer  rejected  the  Reformed  churches.  Maybe 
the  best  description  of  him  and  his  religious 
affiliations  would  be  that  of  a  separatlsit. 

In  1724  Sauer  and  his  family  made  the  voyage 
to  America.  They  traveled  to  Philadelphia  and 
from  there  on  to  Germantown.  It  was  in  Gei-man- 
(town  that  Sauer  learned  many  of  his  trades.  After 
farming  in  Lancaster  County  where  he  and  his 
family  had  moved,  his  wife  left  him  to  join  the 
Ephrata  community,  farcing  Sauer  and  his  son  to 
move  back  to  Germantown.  It  was  only  then  that 
Sauer  went  about  setting  up  his  printing  press, 
this  occurred  around  1738.  The  printing  press  was 
to  have  a  major  impact  upon  "tihe  early  American 
history  and  wias  eventually  to  feel  'the  wrath  of 
the  revolutionis'ts  for  its  stand  o'f  nonresistance 
and  passivism  and  open  support  of  groups  such 
as  the  Brethren  and  the  Quakers.  (Sauer  as  a 
resullt  of  some  letters  he  wrote  back  to  friends  in 
Germany  shortly  after  his  arrival  in  America  was 
to  be  responsible  for  a  great  number  of  Germans 
emigrating  to  America.  As  can  be  imagined  his 
'letters  were  ^filled  with  'glowing  reports  of  the 
'new  land.) 

The  Sauer  Press  under  the  direction  of  Sauer 
Sr.  had  to  its  credits  many  items.  Among  them 
were  the  first  Bibles  printed  in  a  European  tongue 
in  America  ( 1743 )  and  the  f irsst  successful  German 
language  newsipai)er  in  America.  (This  pap«r  'Was 
to  serve  as  a  patent  political  tool  in  Sauer's  hands 
and  in  fact  did  affect  the  politics  of  /the  e^ra  by 
arousing  the  CJerman  consciousness  to  what  was 
occurring  in  'the  area.)  The  paper  '£ilso  necessitated 


by  Bob  Clough 


'the  first  type  oast  in  America.  The  motto  of  'the 
paper  was  "To  the  glo'ry  of  God  and  my  neighbor's 
good."  It  is  important  to  remember  that  though 
Sauer  Sr.  was  sympathetic  'to  the  Brethren,  the 
press  like  all  oif  'his  other  'business  activities 
('Which  included  a  paper  mill,  type  foundry,  book 
bindry,  apothecary  shop,  and  a  'dock  factoiry)  was 
a  private  enterprise. 

Sauer's  'wife  returned  to  him  on  June  20,  1745 
and  thirteen  years  later  in  1758  he  died.  His  death 
was  not,  however,  the  end  of  the  influence  of  the 
Sauer  Press.  His  son  CJhristopher  Sauer  Jr.  carried 
on  his  father's  work. 

A  brief  outline  of  Ohrtistopher  Sauer's  (Jr.) 
life  runs  like  this.  He  was  bom  in  1721  in  Germany 
on  September  26.  He  moved  to  America  with  his 
parents  in  1724  at  the  age  of  about  3.  During  his 
early  years  Sauer  Jr.  was  well  educated.  In  CJer- 
mantown,  after  his  father  had  moved  there  the 
second  time,  he  studied  under  Christopher  Dock. 
Sauer  Jr.  was  baptized  on  February  24,  1737  at 
the  age  of  16.  In  1743,  he  left  his  father's  house 
as  'Was  the  custom  of  that  time.  His  parents  who 
had  been  separated  were  reunited  in  1745  and  in 
May  of  1747  Sauer  Jr.  became  a  deacon  in  the 
Gerimantown  congregation  of  'th'e  Brethren.  He 
was  well  Uked  and  his  work  was  well  received. 
On  June  1,  1748,  one  year  after  he  had  been  elected 
deacon  'he  became  an  elder  on  trial  and  on  Novem- 
ber 3,  1748  he  i>erformed  his  first  baptism.  On 
April  1,  1751  Ohristopiher  Sauer  Jr.  was  married 
by  Alexander  Mack  to  Cathrine  Sharpnack  and 
their  first  child  was  bom  October  12,  1752. 
Christopher  Sauer  Jr.  was  ordained  as  an  elder 
in  the  congregation  on  June  10,  1753.  In  1754  his 
father  transferred  to  him  the  publication  o'f  all 
O'f  the  English  books  and  the  operation  of  the 
book  bindery.  When  his  father  died  in  1758,  Sauer 
Jr.  became  the  sole  owner  of  all  of  his  father's 
enterprises.  His  mother  died  previO'Usily  to  this 
on  December  14,  1752. 

Under  Sauer  Jr''s.  ownership  the  press  grew 
to  an  even  'greater  stature  than  it  had  before. 
Eventually  because  of  its  political  positions  it 
drew  the  wrath  of  Benjamin  Franklin  and  other 
revolutio'n'ists.  The  press  and  the  rest  of  the  opera- 
tion made  Christopher  Sauer  even  wealthier  than 
Ms  'father  had  ibeen.  Sauer  Jr.  became  one  of  the 
wealthiest  men  in  the  colonies.  Under  ihis  leader- 
ship the  Press  printed  the  first  religio'us  magazine 
in  America,  ithe  "Geistliche  Magazine".  His  interest 
in  ptibliShin'g  the  magazine  was  not  making  money 
and  consequently  he  gave  mo'St  of  the  copies  away. 
In  all,  fifty  editions  of  the  magazine  were  printed, 
two  of  which  were  written  by  Alexander  Mack. 
In  1754  "Christian  Education"  rwas  published  and 
in  1770  Dock's  treatise  on  Education  was  published. 
In  1763  and  1776  Sauer  published  new  editions  of 
the  Bible  that  his  father  had  published  originally. 
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While    Sauer    Jr.    was    quite    active    in    the  rr-   ,  ,       ^    rr   ■   i  ± 

early    Breithren    iChuircih    and    wias    tousy    with  Robert   Clough — from  Highland  Heights, 

Hhe  press,  he  was  also  interested  in  education  and  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  gradiuited  from  Ashland 

was  one  of  the  leaders  in  'the  tfounding  of  tlie  College  with  a  major  in  Religion,  a  minor 

Germantown  Academy.  He  served  as  'trustee  of  in  Psychology  and  History.   During   college 

the  Academy  for  several  years.  The  Academy  was  /,g  ,^^3  President  of  Alpha  Theta.  He  married 

founded  by  an  educational  mass  meeting  of  the  jtjUqji  Shult'  Aucnist  11    1973 
Pennsylvania  Geipmans  in  iGemiantown  on  Decern-  '    '"  ,.-.'.         ^/ 

ber  6  1759.  "^  '^"^'^  licensed  in  May  of  1975  and  is  a 

Thouigfh  he  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  member   of   Park   Street   Brethren    Church. 
Pennsylvania  ibefore  the   Revolution,   because  of         He  spent  the  summ-er  in  Indiana  ivorking 

(his  support  of  the  King  and  Ms  opposition  to  war  „,,j^;;    pichard  Allison   and  at   the   Shipshe- 

Cand  indirectly  his  opposition  to  slavey),  all  of  ,^^,,^^  Retreat  Center.  He  is  a  .3rd  year  stu- 

(his  holdmgs  were  seized  and  Qhmstopher  Sauer  ^     f  nt-   A  T  ^ 

Jr.  died  a  poor  man  on  July  6,  1778.  "^''"  ^^  A.l  .ii. 


Folloiving  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  that  was 
sent  to  all  the  pastors  from,  the  Executive 
Director  of  The  Brethren  Publishing  Com- 
pany pertaining  to  some  policy  changes. 


Dear  BretJhiren: 

Thank  you  for  your  response  to  my  request  for 
your  ideas  concerning  the  Brethren  Publishing 
Company.  The  Regional  Pastors  ConsultationB 
have  been  helpiful  and  I'm  loo'ldng  forward  to  the 
■ones  still  to  come.  It's  encoiuiaglng  to  know  of 
your  support  for  the  growth  of  the  Company  and 
the  service  we  can  provide  for  the  church. 

We  feel  the  purpose  of  the  Company  is  to  serve 
the  church  in  that  area  Where  we  have  been  iglven 
responsibility  and  we  are  trying  to  do  that  in  the 
beat  possible  way  consistent  with  good  busiinesB 
practice.  We  have  been  examtning  the  many  facets 
of  the  operation  of  the  Company  seeking  improve- 
ment and  ways  to  stabilize  oui  ffinancial  position. 
Already  you  have  seen  some  changes  and  others 
are  in  the  works. 

As  we  have  examined  the  discount  policy  and 
trade  terms  of  the  BookstO're,  we  have  been  struck 
by  the  diversity  caused  by  the  igenerations  of 
changes  and  the  desire  for  service,  not  always  in 
harmony  with  fiscal  responsibility.  We  have  felt 
the  need  to  ibegin  again  with  a  dean  slate  rather 
than  continue  patching  and  so  we  have  decided 
to  declare  a  moratorium  on  all  discounts  begin- 
ning November  1,  1975.  This  will  help  us  fflnan- 
cially  during  this  transnitionall  period  iand  allow  us 
time  to  formulate  a  new  policy. 

The  problem  'has  been  corrupounded  by  a  recent 
legal  opinion  shared  with  us  by  the  Chnistian 
Booksellers  ASsodiatian.  According  to  this  opinion, 
a  price  disooimt  to  pastors  and  churches  ibased 
solely  on  the  status  las  clergy  and  church,  could  be 
declared  illegall  if  contested  in  court  based  on  any 
or  all  of  four  different  legal  theories,  that  is  anti- 
trust, pricing  statutes,  dvii  rights  and  consumer 
protection.  Thus,  in  thdir  opinion,  any  discounts 
m'uist  'be  offered  to  all  customers  and  not  to  any 
special  group. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  support  as  we  seek 
better  ways  to  serve  you. 

'In  His  service, 
John  D.  Howsey 
Executive  Director 
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1975-1976  NATIONAL 
BYC  PROJECT 


TOie  National  BYC  Convenitian  selected  tihe 
Bradenton  Brethren  Church  in  Bradeniton,  Florida 
and  Summer  Crusaders  as  the  1975-76  National 
BYC  Project. 

This  fall  'the  Bradeniton  Congregation  are  taMng 
their  "leap  of  faith"  axid  beginning  the  construc- 
tion of  their  new  diurdh.  The  CongregaMon  was 
organized  in  May  of  1973  with  26  diairter  members 
and  in  January  of  1974  they  called  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Russ  Gordon  to  the  full-time  pastoral  -ministry. 
Now  in  1975  they  are  beginning-  their  new  churcsh. 

You  can  have  a  part  in  this  growing  ministry  by 
giving  your  money  to  the  1975-76  Project  at  next 
year's  Convention.  Your  money  has  been  speci- 
fically designated  for  Sanotuary  fumisMngs,  a 
necessity  which  they  have  not  fuUy  planned.  They 
are  depending  on  your  generous  giving.  Pray  for 
them  as  they  begtin  this  major  buUdinig  project! 


SPECIAL  BYC  AWARDS 


The  following  Local  BYC  igroups  received  the 
$10.00  Club  award  for  their  outstanding  work  in 
raising  $10.00  or  more  per  member  for  the  1975 
National  BYC  Budget/Project  Ingathering. 

per  member 
Waterloo,  lA  $42.31 

Dayton,  OH  38.46 

Maurertovm  &  St.  Luke,  VA        35.71 
SmithvUle,  OH  33.34 

Washington,  DC  28.57 

Bryan,  OH  26.36 

Vinco,  PA  20.41 

Derby,  KS  18.18 

St.  James,  MD  15.00 

Mt.  Olive,  VA  15.00 

Elkhart,  IN  14.21 

Sarasota,  FL  14.14 

JcOinstown  11,  PA  13.34 

New  Paris,  IN  12.50 

Chandon,  VA  10.83 

Meadowcrest,  IN  10.00 

Each   of   the   follo-wing  Local   BYC  'groups  re- 
ceived 'the  "Growth  By  Faith"  award  for  increas- 
ing their  giving  toward  the  1974-75  National  BYC 
Budget/Project  Ingathering  by  10-/r  or  more  over 
their  1973-74  giving. 
St.  James,  MD 
JohnstO'wn  n,  PA 
Maurertoiwn  &  St.  Luke,  VA 
SmithvtiUe,  OH 


Gretna,  OH 

Milford,  IN 

Burlington,  IN 

OakvUle,  IN 

Lanark,  IL 

Teegarden,  IN 

New  Lebanon,  OH 

Elkhart,  IN 

New  Paris,  IN 

Park  Street,  OH 

Warsaw,  IN 

Dayton,  OH 

Washington,  DC 

Vinco,  PA 

North  Manchesster,  IN 
(*St.  James,  MD  increased  thiedir  giving  from  500 
to  $240  which  igives  them  a  47900%  increase! 
UnbeUeveable  but  (true!  !) 
The  largest  single  contribution  came  from  Vinoo, 
PA  in  the  amount  of  $1000.00.  Congratulations  to 
Vinoo  BYC  for  all  their  work  an'd  efforts!  ! 


47900%* 

700% 

234% 

150% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

66% 

64% 

60% 

51% 

50% 

43% 

33% 

18% 

17% 
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SUCCESSFUL  CHRISTIAN  LIVING 


Through  a  special  arrangement  with  Ken 
Anderson  Films,  The  Board  ai  Christian  Educaition 
is  now  able  to  oifer  'the  in-church  seminar, 
SUCCESSFUL  CHRISTIAN  LIVING  to  Brethren 
Churches.  SCL  is  not  just  a  film  rental  nor  is  it 
available  in  sections.  It  is  a  motivational  seminar 
designed  to  get  Christians  to  think  like  Christiains. 
A  series  of  ten  discussion  films,  teamed  with 
appropriate  printed  material  Is  programmed  to 
lead  participants  into  a  pattern  of  Christian 
igrowth.  SCL  is  not  designed  for  use  in  the  church 
isohool  hour  due  to  time  restrictions. 

The  ten  sessions  are  entitled:  (1)  Your  Potential 
Lifestyle,  (2)  Discover  Yourself,  (3)  Who  Owns 
You?,  (4)  The  Bible  Is  God's  Contract,  (5)  Know- 
ing and  Doing  God's  Will,  (6)  Call  Your  Enemy  By 
Name,  (7)  Keep  Your  Piety  a  Secret,  (8J  Discover 
Your  World,  (9)  The  "You  Happen"  Prindiple, 
(10)    Exploring  Your  Horizons. 

We  believe  the  SCL  seminar  holds  great  prom- 
ise for  maturing  Christian  adults.  Plan  now  to 
schedule  the  free  preview  film  (c/o  A-V  Dept., 
BICE). 
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Tlie  Brethren  Evangelist 


District  and  General  Conference  "Ketch-ups" 

Seems  that  same  of  the  news  briefs  and  pictures 
got  stuck  in  the  molasses  barrel  and  finally  arrived 
at  the  end  of  the  editorial  pipeline. 


Judging  from  the  photograpths  taken  by  our 
roving  photoigrapher  wlhile  at  the  Califoimia  Dis- 
itrict  Confereoce  it  must  have  been  tSie  usual 
joMial  assembly  that  ye  editor  was  privileged  to 
attend  a  couple  of  years  ago.  I  don't  know  what 
the  smog  situation  was  like  abouft  the  time  that 
conference  was  in  session  but  the  smiles  and  the 
environment  wtiich  usually  accompanies  tthe  rea- 
sons for  beaming  countenances  is  bound  to  have 
a  piercdnig  effect  on  the  atmospiheric  conditions 
the  west  coast  is  becomimg  wel-noted  for. 


We  mig'ht  skip  over  a  few  squaires  oif  fthe  cal- 
endar checkerboard  to  the  big  one  in  August. 
There  is  little  doiulbt  thalt  the  delegaltes  wiho  attend- 
ed tMis  Conference  have  already  given  their  re- 
ports to  all  the  local  congregations.  If  not,  it  is 
still  not  too  late  to  make  room  on  some  program 
of  the  dhurch  to  get  the  iniormation  of  the  hapipen- 
ings  at  General  Conference  first  hand.  Perhaps 
the  mention  of  a  few  highlights  might  be  in  order 
to  stir  up  a  bit  of  nostalgia  for  those  who  were 
in  attendance. 


Youth  forming  for  march  into  chapel 


Hoivard  Crom  and  the  New  Look 


An  evening  session  at  General  Conference 


Passing  the  gavel 
(Hiise  to  Daivson — Pass  Completed) 


Youth  session  on  cam 


ijiii 
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The  event  which  pirobaJbly  received  most  of  the 

attention,  at  least  durtnig  the  early  portion  of  the 
Conference,  was  the  ICL  presentation.  Not  only 
was  the  attendance  beyond  expectations,  but  the 
favoirable  comments  concerning  its  value  and 
many  requests  for  repeat  performances  at  differ- 
ent levels,  district  and  local  were  being  heard. 


Dr.  Munson  with  "green  thumb" 
in  flo%ver  pot 


The  hour  seit  aside  for  insj^iraJtion  was  as  usual 
one  of  the  mountain-top  expea-iences  to  toe  acquired 
at  Conference.  This  time  under  the  unique  style 
of  the  one-of-a-kind  personalities  possessed  by  Dr. 
Charles  Munson.  (I  had  some  idea  of  the  meaning 
of  a  "igreen-thumb"  but  nothing  near  what  he  gave 
as  a  defliniiition) . 


Installation  of  new  General 
Conference  officers 

These  events  along  with  the  Youth  Convention 
and  the  various  auxiliaries  and  their  projected 
programs  are  bound  to  make  the  theme:  "KET 
THE  CHURCH  GROW— LET  IT  HAPPEN"  a 
reality. 

Now  to  a  different  sotting  for  a  District  Con- 
ference in  Pennsylvania  which  ^vas  held  at  Camp 
Peniel.  Informed  tlhat  some  California  "dew"  was 
in  evidence  a  portion  of  the  time,  the  accompany- 
ing photographs  seem  to  depict  it  more  like  "liquid 
sunshine."  The  moibUe  Bookstore  wend  i;ts  way 
through  the  wooded  hUlsides  and  valleys  to  be  a 
representative  part  of  the  district  conference  by 
the  Publishing  Comipany. 

If  it  is  true  that  a  picture  can  tell  more  than 
a  thousand  words  then  your  reporter  is  grateful 
for  those  furnished  him  portraying  some  of  the 
activities  at  Camp  Peniel.  Since  his  typewriter  is 
still  a  model  that  makes  many  mistakes  it  saves 
on  ithe  correotinig  paper. 


Youth  Modeixitor  Steve  Barber  and 
Debbie  Michaels 


Campground  Scene  Between  Sessions 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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Youth  Hayride 


Dr.  J.  R.  Shultz  at  Youth  Session 


Corn  Rocist  (Um-m-m  good) 


WMS  Session  (Bells  and  Belles) 


World   Religious   News 

R 


n   Keview 


PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  PLACING  NEW 
EMPHASIS  ON   RELIGION 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)— An  estimated  1,000 
public  higfh  schools  are  now  oiffering  objective 
religious  study  courses,  isayis  -tJie  Aug.  18  issue 
of  U.S.  News  and  World  Report. 

The  courses  are  proving  to  be  amonig  the  most 
popular  electives  available,   the  magazine  said. 

The  drive  is  being  spearheaded  by  church  lead- 
ers, educators  and  parents  who  hope,  the  magasAne 
stated,  to  instill  traditional  values  and  mofraliity 
w'hile  increasing  interest  in  religlion. 

An  increasing  number  of  ooUege  studemts  major- 
ing in  religion  and  tflie  paraictice  in  some  states  of 
certifying  public  school  teadhens  as  religion 
spedalisits  also  were  cited. 

New  Hampshire  and  Conmeoticuit  'have  recently 
passed  laws  allowing  voluntary,  nondenomina- 
tion  prayer  in  public  schools.  CVther  state  legis- 
latures are  considering  slmiilar  proposals,  and 
Massachusetts  already  has  a  similar  law. 

The  American  Civil  Libeirties  Union  ds  expected 
to  challenge  ithe  new  state  laws. 


NAZARENE  PEACE  BROADCAST  AIRED 
REPEATEDLY  IN  ANGOLA  STRIFE 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (EP)— "A  Hora  Nazarena," 
Portuguese  language  radio  proigram  of  the  Church 
of  the  Nazarene,  was  aired  repeatedly  in  the  stiufe- 
tom  nation  of  Angola  recently. 

During  the  tension  and  rioting,  radio  stations 
were  allowed  to  play  only  classical  music  or  relig- 
ious programs.  Radio  Ecclesia  played  "A  Hora 
Nazarena"  continuously,  one  of  the  programs 
centering  appropriately  on  "The  Prince  of  Peace." 

'TRANSLATION  REPORT'  ON  THE  AIR 

HUNTINGTON  BEACH,  Calif.  (EP)  —  Daily 
radio  programs  telling  about  Bible  translation 
around  the  world  have  'been  launched  over  a  Long 
Long  Beach  (Calif.)  station  by  Wycliffe  Bible 
Translators. 

Titled  "Translation  Report,"  the  pilot  prognams 
feature  Wycliffe  President  George  Cowan  narrat- 
ing five-minute  spots  tolling  brief  stories  from 
the  more  than  600  minority  lainiguages  where 
Wydiffe  itnguiists  work  to  traoslate  the  Bible. 
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GRAHAM  TO  EMPHASIZE  HELP 
FOR  LOCAL  CHURCHES 

DALLAS  (EP) — ^Evangelist  Biilly  Gralham  plans 
to  reduce  the  number  of  appearances  at  large 
crusades  and  spend  more  time  as3is)tinig  local 
ohurches,  according  to  one  of  his  closest  associates. 

Dr.  Leigihton  Ford,  a  vice  president  of  the  Billy 
Graham  Evangelistic  Association,  told  an  Asso- 
ciated Press  reporter  that  the  Change  was  being 
made  because  of  a  trend  toward  more  interest  in 
local  churches  and  home  Bible  study. 

"The  individual  Christian  grows  through  the 
local  church  and  in  the  home,"  Ford  said.  "The 
Christian  Me  cannot  be  Uved  in  a  big  meeting." 
Graham's  1975  schedule  includes  six  crusades,  with 
the  next  one  in  Lubbock,  Tex.,  Sunday  throuigh 
Sept.  7. 

Ford  said  Graham's  age,  56,  and  health  are 
other  reasons  for  the  cutback,  "although  not  major 


'PRETENTIOUS  CLAIMS'  BY  ASTROLOGICAL 
CHARLATANS'  ARE  CONDEMNED 

BUFFALO,  N.Y.  (EP) — ^A  statement  expressing 
concern  about  the  increased  acceptance  of  astro- 
logy and  challenging  the  "pretentious  claims  of 
astrological  charlatans"  has  been  issued  by  186 
scientists. 

"We  are  especially  distur'bed  by  the  continued 
uncritical  dissemination  of  astrological  charts, 
forecasts,  and  horoscopes  by  the  media  and  by 
otherwise  reputable  newspapers,  magazines  and 
book  publishers,"  the  statement  said. 

It  appears  in  a  special  issue  of  The  Himianist 
magazine,  published  here,  which  contains  several 
articles  raising  objectioins  to  astrology. 

In  drafting  the  statement.  Dr.  Bart  Bok,  former 
president  of  the  American  Astronomical  Society 
and  professor  emeritus  at  the  University  of  Ari- 
zona, said,  "Those  Who  wish  to  believe  in  astrology 
should  realize  that  there  is  no  scientific  fecundation 
for  its  tenets  .  .  .  and  indeed  Chat  there  is  strong 
evidence  to  the  comtrary." 

During  the  past  10  years  the  U.S.  has  witnessed 
"an  alarming  increase  in  the  spread  of  astroloigy," 
Dr.  Bok  said.  "This  pseydoscience  seems  to  hold 
fascination  especially  for  people  of  college  age  wtio 
are  looking  for  firm  guideposts  in  the  confused 
world  of  the  present." 


AUTHOR  LINDSEY  WARNS: 
KEEP  FRIENDS  WITH  ISRAEL' 

SAN  DIEGO  (EP) — ^Hal  Lindsay  says  the  sur- 
vival of  ithe  United  States  may  depend  on  main- 
taining its  friendship  with  Israel. 

Author  Lindsey  told  reporters  here  that  God 
has  kept  his  Old  Testament  promise  to  bless  those 
Who  helped  him  and  to  curse  Ms  enemies. 

"You  can  trace  'the  rise  and  fall  of  empires 
according  to  the  way  ithey  treated  the  Jew,"  he 
told  an  AP  reporter.  "I  would  say  right  now  that 
our  policy  toward  Israel  seems  to  be  changing  and 
I  fear  for  the  United  States  if  it  does." 

Liadsey  pointed  out  that  current  events  fit  in,to 
the  pattern  predicted  by  Hebrew  prophets  prior 
to  Armageddon,  a  catastrophic  world  confliot. 


CORNELIUS  P.  HAGGARD,  APC 
PRESIDENT,  DEAD  AT  63 

AZUSA,  CaMf.  (EP»— Dr.  Cornelius  P.  Haggard, 
for  36  years  president  of  Azusa  Pacific  College, 
died  at  63  Aug.  16  following  surgery  for  a  heart 
ailment. 

Under  his  leadersihip  Azusa  Pacific  College  grew 
from  a  student  body  of  fewer  than  100  to  more 
than  1,200  students  and  became  a  leading  Christian 
liberal  arts  college. 

In  1939  he  assumed  the  presidency  of  the  school 
which  became  APC,  thus  serving  as  the  youngest 
college  president  in  the  United  States. 

'THANK  YOU  CY!'  DINNER 
HONORS  CYRUS  N.  NELSON 

HOLLYWOOD,  Calif.  (EP)— Some  550  guests 
paid  for  dinner  at  the  Sheraton-Universal  Hotel 
here  Sept  18,  gathering  for  a  "Thank  you,  Cy!" 
program  paying  tribute  to  the  president  of  Gosi>el 
Light  Publications. 

Dr.  Cyrus  N.  Nelson  and  his  wife,  Peggy,  were 
greeted  by  18  special  guests  from  near  and  far 
in  a  "This  is  your  life"  presentation  led  hy  M.C. 
Lawrence  Young  and  engineered  by  Paul  R.  Fretz, 
director  of  (3ospel  Light  International    (GLINT). 

Dr.  Nelson,  a  musician,  youth  leader,  and  former 
director  of  the  Mount  Hermon  Association,  became 
president  of  Gosj)el  Light  in  1949.  He  has  also 
served  for  22  years  as  president  of  the  Greater 
Los  Angles  Sunday  School  Association. 

KOREAN  TRYING  TO  'SAVE  THE 
SOUL  OF  THE  U.S.' 

SEATTLE  (EP)— Rev.  Moo  Ho  Lee  of  Korea 
rents  his  own  apartment  and  is  living  on  his  own 
resources  while  he  attempts  to  fulfill  what  he 
calls  CJod's  commission  to  cry  out  a  message  of 
repyentance  to  the  American  people. 

Mr.  Hoo's  work  is,  in  some  respects,  a  pragmatic 
approach  to  patriotism  for  the  Land  of  the  Morn- 
ing Calm  because  he  believes  that  unless  the 
United  States  is  reformed  and  purified  the  whole 
world — ^including  Korea — will  not  be  a  safe  place 
to  :inhabit. 

His  American  crusade  is  supported  by  properiy 
he  owns  in  Korea  and  from  personal  savings.  His 
first  goal  is  to  learn  the  English  language. 

ASSEMBLIES  OF  GOD  U.S. 
MEMBERSHIP   INCREASES   BY 
RECORD  10.6  PER  CENT 

DENVER  (EP) — ^Increases  in  membership,  min- 
isters and  congregations  were  reported  to  7,(>49 
delegates  at  the  biennial  General  Council  here  of 
the  Assemblies  of  CJod. 

A  10.6  per  cent  rise  in  U.S.  membership  in  tihe 
past  two  years  has  brought  the  total  to  785,  348, 
reported  the  Rev.  Bartlett  Peterson  general  sec- 
restary.  There  are  19,  478  ministers,  representing 
a  net  gain  of  503  ordained  and  448  licensed  min- 
isters for  the  biennium. 

With  a  net  gain  of  148  new  congregations  in 
the  past  two  years,  that  total  has  risen  to  9,019. 

Assemblies  of  God  membership  outside  the 
United  States  is  now  set  at  more  -than  4  million, 
making  the  denominatian  tihe  ilangiest  Pentecos/tal 
Church  in  the  world. 
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BRETHREN  BICENTENNIAL  BLESSINGS 

"x4  Letter  to  Christopher  Sower'' 


Christopher  Sower,  Jr. 
lp6U5-h65S  Germmitown  Avenue 
Germantown,  Pennsylvania     191Ii.^ 
Dear  Christopher, 

Greetings  to  you,  my  brother,  in  the  name  of  our  Lord,  Jesiis  Christ. 
We've  been  hearing  for  some  time  now  of  yotir  noble  attempts  to  let  the 
"Good  News"  get  around  through  the  printed  word.  We  support  you  in 
prayer  as  you  take  a  political  stand  for  your  people  in  your  publishings, 
just  as  your  good  father  before  you.  Let  me  assure  you  that  the  issues  to 
which  you  speak  are  just  as  alive  here  too:  the  m,inorities  are  being 
oppressed,  personal  and  natiorutl  tvars  touch  v^  daily  with  loss,  and  tve 
are  liaving  problems  in  government,  at  all  levels. 

We  too  share  your  stro7ig  interest  in  Christian  education.  You've 
evidenced  to  the  Brethren  your  desire  for  our  spiritual  groivth  in  your 
numero'US  publications,  several  hundred  in  number,  tvhich  are  mainly  of 
a  religious  character.  In  many  of  these,  you  have  personally  unfolded  the 
truth  of  The  Word  in  the  form  of  scripture  cards,  neivspapers,  journals, 
etc.  It  must  have  been  quite  important  to  you  to  "get  the  ivord  out"  as  you 
circulated  iri  mass  many  writings  free  to  your  neighbors.  Are  you  aware 
that  the  Brethren  Publishing  still  shares  that  same  desire  for  "getting  the 
ivord  out"?  Your  fwther  desire  to  advance  higher  education  ivith  the 
fotmdiyig  of  the  Germantoiun  Academy  prompted  lis  some  time  ago  to  estab- 
lish Ashland  College  and  Ashland  Theological  Seminary.  For,  you  see,  it 
is  our  conviction,  too,  to  provide  for  the  development  of  man's  intellect,  and 
to  help  prepare  him  for  changing  the  world  he  sees  around  him. 

You  are  no  doubt  aware  of  the  religious  training  provided  for  the 
children  at  Ephrata.  What  do  you  think  of  the  Sunday  School  and  our  inter- 
est in  training  people  of  all  ages  ?  We  even  have  what  tve  call  an  hiterna- 
tional  Center  for  Learning  Seminar  to  train  our  teachers  hoiv  to  teach 
more  effectively.  You  see,  we  share  a  strong  desire  for  the  many  facets  of 
Christian  education. 

Well,  let  me  get  to  the  real  point  of  this  letter.  You  are  probably  aware 
that  we  are  celebrating  the  Bicentennial  of  this  great  country  of  America 
next  year.  The  Brethren  Church  will  be  joining  in  the  celebration  ivith  a 
very  special  88th  Geneml  Conference  in  Ashland,  Ohio  at  the  Ashland 
College  Convocation  Center.  Many  are  planning  for  1,000  delegates,  every 
church  in  the  brotherhood  to  be  represented,  to  share  in  this  special  event 
which  will  be  directed  toward  a  celebration  of  our  "Heritage  of  Hope". 
Therefore,  I  am  personally  inviting  you  to  join  u£  during  August  9-13, 
1976  for  five  days  of  fellowship,  business  and  discovery.  I  personally  would 
like  you  to  see  how  we  Brethren  have  helped  to  fulfill  the  nuiny  dreams 
you  must  have  had  concerning  our  groivth  and  development.  Many  of  your 
old  friends  will  be  there  too. 

May  the  Lord  richly  bless  the  work  you  have  started  in  so  many  areas. 
Hope  to  see  you  at  the  Conference. 

Sincerely, 

Elder  Jim  Geaslen 
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OPPORTUNITY 

For  mature  Christian  couple,  two  or  less 
children,  for  full-time  houseparents  in  group 
home  for  delinquent  boys. 

For  details  contact  Fort  Wayne  Area  Life- 
line Homes,  Inc.,  909  Coliseum  Blvd.  N., 
Room  216,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46805. 
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MOVING  TO  NEW  ADDRESS? 

Please  notify  us  at  least 
3  weeks  in  advance 


DID    YOU   KNOW   .   .   . 


Water  is  ithe  greatest  solvent?  (If  ithat's  the  case, 
I'm  ithrowlnig  my  financial  statement  into  the 
nearest  lake) 


Name  of  Subscriber     (Please  print  or  type) 


No.  and  Street,  Apt.,  Suite,  P.O.  3ox  or  R.D.  No. 


Post  Office,  State,  and  Zip  Code 


Date   of  Address  Change 


CHEEP  ADVICE 


Whoever  is  easily  susceptible  to  the  troubles 
amd  the  cares  of  life  is  equally  SMScepibible  to  the 
joys  life  has  to  offer. 

There  is  a  -time  wlhen  it  is  proper  to  look  down 
upon  people,  that  fe  when  you  reach  down  to  help 
them. 

Peritiaps  the  reason  the  syirDbol  of  justice  wears 
a  ibMndfdld  is  thait  she  wouldn't  'like  wthat  she 
might  'See  beinig  done  in  her  name. 

Most  of  our  oooniforts  grow  up  between  our 
crosses.    — Younig 


Wouldn't  it  have  been  great  if  aU  the  problems 
of  life  had  come  when  we  were  young  and  knew 
everything. 


"If  you  do  a  favor,  forget  it;  if  you  receive  one, 
remem^ber  it." 

"The  best  things  in  life  are  'three:  faith,  hope 
ajid  charity." 

"The  finest  lessons  are  learned  at  Mother's  knee 
— ^and  over  Falther's." 

"The  man  who  claims  he  never  made  a  mistake 
in  'life  generally  ^has  a  wife  who  did." 

"When  you  turn  'green'  with  en'vy,  you're  getting 
'ripe'  for  trouble." 

It's  better  to  be  a  has-been  than  a  never-was. 
'from  Manteca  ibuHetin 
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NOTES  and  COMMENTS 


This  issue  carries  more  articles  from  the 
Missionary  Board  pertaininig  to  Home  Missions 
Emphasis.  On  page  10  is  an  article  aibout  Tom 
Olson,  who  wrote  tracts  and  m.any  articles  for 
the  LeToumeau  NOW  periodical.  Some  of  his 
writings  have  been  publish'ed  in  THE  BRETHREN 
EVANGELIST  in  the  past. 

Begtnninig  with  this  issue,  a  series  of  articles 
about  growing  churches  will  appear.  These  are 
written  By  Pastor  (Jeorge  W.  Solomon  of  the 
Derby,  Kansas  church  and  pertain  to  the  growing 
churdhes  in  the  New  Testament. 


TO  THE 

man 


Dear  Editor 
Thanks  for  the  article:   "(airistians — ^Who  Are 

They?" 

In  His  Service 
Bertha  Detriok 
Bdlefontaine,  Oliio 


OOPS! 

While  capitalizing  on  the  use  of  some  football 
vernacular  in  setting  up  the  caption  under  the 
photograph  on  jjage  26  "Passing  the  Gavel"  oif 
the  October  18  issue  ye  editor  had  a  temporary 
(we  hope)  case  of  Identity  mixup  with  a  well 
known  professional  football  player.  The  paren- 
thesized portion  imder  the  photo  should  have 
been:  Huse  to  LAWSON.  Our  sincere  apologies, 
Pastor  Lawson  and  we  accept  the  15  yard  i>enalty 
without   question.     (Editor) 
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By  the  Way 


=*-C3» 


THE  TWILIGHT  ZONE 


This  editoriiajl  has  absolutely  no  connection  with 
the  TV  program  hy  the  saane  naone.  It  does  'have 
plenty  to  do  with  the  ddeoloigy  of  our  forefathers 
and  the  celehration  of  its  200th  ibirthday  in  1976, 
Freedom. 

As  we  make  plains  and  arrange  for  various  ac- 
tivities to  celebrate  this  anniversary,  could  we 
take  a  few  moments  to  ask  one  question  of  our- 
seilves?  Are  we  uisdng  or  abusing  our  freedoms? 

I  am  reminded  olf  the  young  iminister  who  upon 
assTiming  his  first  paatarate  preipared  himself 
to  answer  all  .the  difficult  tlheologioal  questions 
whidh  .may  be  bothering  men's  souls.  He  had  all 
the  right  ammunition  and  had  his  artillery  aimed 
in  all  directions  but  suddenly  realized  that  he  had 
no  targets  because  no  one  asked  any  of  ithese 
questions. 

Instead,  they  were  more  concerned  whether  it 
was  all  right  for  a  'Qiristian  to  play  cards,  where 
the  dhurdh  stood  on  'the  issue  of  daiicing,  the  con- 
senus  of  opinion  on  attending  movies  and  tihe 
theatre,  and  what  alttitude  was  prevailing  on  drink- 
ing and  smoking. 

Imagine  the  disiHuslonment  of  a  young  pastor 
impatierutly  waiting  for  the  oppoirtunity  to  exploit 
his  educational  prowess  in  Hieoloigy  when  in  real- 
ity Ms  education  was  jusl  beginraing. 

Although  we  have  in  writing  tiiat  we  possess 
freedom  of  worship,  freedom  of  speech,  freedom 
of  the  press,  freedom  of  assembly,  and  tfreedom 
of  pe'ti'tion  and  which  led  other  freedom  loving 
countries  such  as  Switzearland,  Australia,  and 
Canada  to  adapt  consttiitutjoos  similar  to  ours, 
many  if  inoit  all  of  these  freedoms  have  been  abused 
as  well  as  used. 

In  spite  of  the  power  and  importance  of  these 
freedoms,  man  is  not  entirely  ifree,  and  perhaps 
it  is  weU  in  certain  respects.  Many  of  us  have  to 
have  a  license  to  drive  an  autom.obiLe  .or  'truck 
and  ithis  permit  gives  us  the  iprivLlege  to  drive 
just  about  anywhere  on  .the  oontinenit  with  little 
or  no  resitritftion,  providing,  we  oibey  ithe  traffic 
regulations.  It  matters  not  what  we  may  ithink 
about  some  of  these  rules,  they  are  (set  to  protect 
us  as  wbU  as  others  and  just  because  they  may 
not  in  some  cases,  they  are  designed  for  this  pur- 
pose. Abuse  olf  freedom  dictates  the  negatives  per- 
taining to  these  laws. 

Any  house  or  commercial  Ibuilding  may  (be  built 
by  .a  contractor  'providing  thlat  certain  codes  are 
met  in  regard  to  electrical  and  plumibirag  installa- 
tions as  well  as  a  few  other  restrictions.  These 
are  also  set  for  a  defiruite  purpose,  the  safety  of 
the  inhaibitants  or  .tenants  occupying  the  struc- 
tures. Again,  use  or  abuse  oif  this  type  of  'freedom 


determines  whether  the  fire  department  or  a 
coaUiy  plumbing  ibill  are  the  net  result  or  not. 

Even  in  our  own  family  Ufe,  it  is  'the  privilege 
of  the  parent  .to  control  his  children  as  long  as 
they,  the  parents,  stay  within  certain  limits  of  the 
law.  ('In  this  day  and  age  it  is  pretty  hard  to 
determine  where  'the  Une  is  and  who  determines 
it.  A  good  example  of  .twiUght  zone.) 

Up  until  now  we  have  been  concen'trating  on 
some  civil  liberties.  It  might  be  well  if  we  would 
turn  our  attention  to  lOhristian  liberties.  In  this 
respect,  there  are  so  many  ifchat  it  is  rather  diffi- 
cult .to  be  specific.  There  are  too  many  areas  of 
daily  life  in  which  the  laws  and  freedoms  of  Chris- 
tian liberty  apply.  "To  be,  or  .not  to  be,  that  is  .the 
ques'tion."  appears  in  a  play  written  by  Shake- 
speare. "To  do,  or  not  to  do,"  is  'the  question  asked 
more  often  perhaps  today  than  any  other.  Especi- 
ally in  Christian  circles. 

There  would  be  no  question  if  the  issue  was 
clearly  iblaok  or  white.  There  is  'little  mistaking 
one  from  the  other.  DayUglht  and  nighttime  cannot 
be  confused,  but  in  between  there  is  a  time  called 
twilight  which  is  very  confusing.  Safety  experts 
say  tliat  this  period  of  the  day  is  'the  most  dan- 
gerous to  all  to  drive.  Experienced  drivers  find 
no  argument  with  this  'theory. 

There  are  some  w^ays  of  living,  some  actions 
that  are  undeniably  good,  there  'are  others  that 
are  plainly  just  as  bad.  Here  there  is  no  twilight 
zone.  There  are  those  who  try  to  ma!«  it  optional 
and  this  is  where  the  twHight  zone  becomes  the 
most  dangerous.  BiUy  Sunday  once  said,  "If  a 
man  starts  to  proclaim  that  stealing  isn't  a  sin, 
don't  argue  with  '.him — search  him!" 

One  could  list  innumeralble  things  in  regard  to 
Christian  liberties  and  freedom,  all  the  way  from 
issues  pertaining  to  A^bortion  to  Z-ymosis  and  per- 
haps throw  in  a  few  moral  issues  of  the  day,  but  it 
will  not  do  any  good  unless  these  are  considered 
in  their  'true  'hight.  Black  or  white,  not  the  twilight 
zone. 

There  ds  one  warrainig  that  mighit  be  given  here 
pertaining  to  much  of  our  'Ghris:tian  liberty  and 
which  'has  to  do  with  life  itself.  A  cewtai'n  TV 
commerciai  has  as  its  pundh  line:  "It's  'not  nice  to 
fool  Mother  Nature."  You  will  never  hear  it  on 
television  .or  the  radio  commercials  but  it  might 
just  'be  that  wlhen  God  created  'this  'Universe,  He 
may  have  said,  "It's  not  wise  to  fool  around  with 
Mother  Nature." 

'Beware  of  the  TWinjllGHT  ZO'NE.  It's  the  worst 
time  to  try  to  see  where  the  line  is  in  the  middle 
of  the  Toad.     (OS) 
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THE  FUTURE  IS  OURS 


Weill,  it  happened  again  ithis  year!  The  natioiiial 
statistics  as  offloiaMy  given  at  ooir  recent  General 
Conference  in  August  showed  the  Brethren  denoan- 
ination  again  losing  in  total  membership.  That's 
the  same  old  story  we  have  heard  for  several 
years  accoimpanied  by  the  various  "explanations" 
(rationalizations?)  for  "why"  our  membership  de- 
creased. We've  heard  them  all  so  many  times  we 
can  give  them  in  our  sleep. 

But,  there  was  something  different  about  this 
year!  There  were  lindividual  churches  which 
showed  so'ttie  very  concrete,  real  growth.  We  praise 
the  Lord  for  what  is  happening  in  churches  that 
wanit  to  grow  for  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  the  saving 
of  ithe  lost,  land  the  building  up  of  the  converted. 
The  Holy  Spirit  is  moving  in  those  churches  who 
are  willing  ito  experience  His  freedom  to  become 
the  churches  God  wants  them  to  be — exciting 
churches  where  things  are  happening  for  tlie  Lord. 
Any  church  with  ordinary  people  can  maintain 
the  "status  quo."  But  the  day  in  which  God  has 
placed  us  demands  extraordinary  people — extra- 
ordinary in  dedication,  commitment,  evangelism, 
faith,  vision  and  action.  I  believe  that  the  Brethrein 
are  ready  to  be  God's  people  in  this  hour. 

One  ingredient  which  is  essential  for  growth  is 
the  active  mobilization  of  the  current  members  of 
The  Brethren  Church  for  active  involvement  in 
direct  and  personal  evangelism.  I>r.  Win  Am  of 
the  Institute  for  American  Church  Growth  states 
this  principle  clearly.  He  says,  "There  is  a  relation- 
ship between  the  amounit  of  time  and  effort  and 
the  numiber  of  people  involved  in  direct  evangelism 
and  the  growth  of  the  ohureh."  (How  to  Grow  a 
Church,  p.  105). 

Yet,  we  Brethren  have  treated  direct  evangelism 
as  though  it  were  the  plague.  Many  of  our  pastors 
and  most  of  our  laymen  are  not  involved  in  per- 
sonal evangelism.  Instead,  we  depend  on  a  week  or 
two  of  "evangelistic"  services  for  our  evanigeHsim, 
and  let  it  go  at  that.  Or  the  pastor  is  content  to 
preach  'evangelistic'  sermons  to  a  group  on  Sun- 
day morning  or  evening,  who  is  already  99% 
Ohrisitian. 

The  ©vangeUstic  message  of  'the  gospel  is  for 
non-Christians,  and  we  Christians  have  both  the 
responsibility  and  the  privilege  of  taking  it  to 
them  where  they  are.  The  gospel  needs  to  be 
shared  by  Christians  with  those  non-Christians 
who    are    around    us   in    our    neighborhoods   and 


by  Arden  E.  Gilmer 


places  of  employment.  When  Christians  begin  to 
share  the  gospel  with  non-iChrisitians  in  suCh  a  way 
that  unbelievers  come  to  know  wJio  Christ  is,  what 
He  has  done  for  them,  and  how  they  can  know 
Him  personally  as  Savior  and  Lord,  then  the 
church  will  Grow. 

But,  the  vast  majority  of  Brethren  i>eople  are 
not  doing  this! 

Why? 

Could  it  be  ithat  most  at  us  are  not  really  dis- 
ciples -of  Christ?  Jesus  said,  "You  did  not  choO'Se 
Me,  tout  I  chose  you,  and  appointed  you,  that  you 
should  go  and  bear  fruit,  and  that  your  fruit 
should  remain.  .  .  .  By  'this  is  My  Father  glorified, 
that  you  bear  much  fruit,  and  so  prove  to  be  My 
disciples"  (John  15:16,  8  NASB).  Those  Christians 
wlio  are  genuine  disciples  df  Christ  bear  much 
fruit.  Here,  fruit  refers  to  Ohrisitians  reproducing 
oither  Chnistians,  i.e.  evangelism  which  results  in 
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unbelievers  beooming  'believers.  In  order  that  the 
Brethren  Churdh  miighit  giiow,  the  f ear,  timidity, 
apprehension,  and  islcepticism  with  which  we  view 
our  evangelistic  task  must  be  transiformed  under 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  so  that  we  'care 
enough  to  go  to  the  unbeliever  for  fthe  purpose  Ovf 
shairing  Ohrist  wllth  'him.  I  anticipate  that  these 
changes  in  our  attitude  WiU  take  place  as  we  open 
ourseilves  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  desire  to  be  taught 
and  trained  to  fulfill  lOur  task,  and  then  get  out 
into  the  Harvest  Field! 

I  ibelieve  that  the  'Brethiren  CSiurch  has  a  future 
as  well  as  a  pjast.  I  believe  that  the  world  needs 
what  God  has  entrusted  to  us  as  Brethren.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  world  wiH  respond  to  the  gospel  and 
to  vibrant  joyful  Christians  who  are  serving  their 
Lord  with  gladness  and  sharing  Him  as  a  way 
oil  life.  I  know  that  Goid  will  work  mightDy  in 
the  hearts  of  ithose  of  His  people  iwho  are  not  con- 
tent with  business  as  usual,  but  who  w^ant  to  grow 
in  their  'Own  Oirisltian  lives  and  in  their  service 
to  ttheir  Lord.  Only  as  all  Brethren  'beoome  involved 
in  broadcasting  the  positive  message  of  Ohrist  and 
liiving  Chrisrt-Uke  lives  can  we  achieve  aiU  of  the 
possibilities  w'hlch  Ood  has  ibefore  us. 

Because  of  the  promises  of  God,  I  know  that 
the  Brethren  Churdh  has  a  ifuture  of  growth.  We 
need  not  fear  the  forces  of  dar^kness,  because  we 
have  Christ,  'the  Light  of  the  World.  The  darkness 
cannot  conquer  Him  or  us  as  we  walk  in  His  Light. 


We  can  go  with  conifldenoe  because  our  Lord  has 
promised  us  His  authority  (Matithew  28:18).  We 
can  go  with  confidence  because  He  has  given  us 
a  message,  the  gospel,  which  is  the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation  (Romans  1:16).  We  can  go  w'ith 
confidence  because  people  are  ready  to  respond 
positively  to  Christ— the  fields  are  white  ready 
for  harvesting  (John  4:35).  We  must  go  with  con- 
fidence because  our  Lord  has  given  us  an  irrevoc- 
alWe  mandate  to  "Go  and  make  disciples." 

Brethren,  let's  be  about  our  Faither's  business! 

One  day  I  heard  Senator  Robert  Kennedy  say, 
"Some  people  look  at  things  as  they  are  land  ask 
"Why?"  But  I  look  at  'things  as  they  ought  to  be, 
and  ask  "why  not?"  As  the  newly  appointed  Direc- 
tor of  Evangelism/Church  Growth  1  want  to  dream 
big  dreams  filled  with  visions  of  a  Brethren  peop'le 
who  are  actively  engaged  in  being  the  light  of  the 
world  and  the  salt  of  the  earth.  I'm  dreaming  of 
a  vast  host  of  people  who  are  willing  to  be  equip- 
ped and  to  discover  and  use  ithe  spiritual  abilities 
God  has  given  to  ithem  to  do  Hiis  work  and  His 
will.  I  ask  that  you  will  pray,  dream  and  work 
along  with  me  in  the  complete  fulfilling  of  the 
work  which  our  Living  Lord  has  entrusted  to  us. 

Brethren,  the  future  is  ours!  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
same  yesterday,  today  and  forever.  But  how  we 
use  the  present  wiU  determine  the  extent  to  which 
our  future  is  realized.  So,  let's  get  GROWHNTG — 
NOW! 


OUR  FATHER  WK  THANK  YOU  .  .  . 

For  the  blessings  poured  upon  us. 

For  each  ibeautiiful  sight; 

For  the  crystal  of  the  morning 

And  ithe  restfulness  lof  night. 

For  the  fluffy,  chiffon  ciloudlets — 

The  fair  skies  and  the  rain. 

For  the  snow-shawled,  spangling  mounitain  .  . 

And  the  hai-vest  of  the  plain. 

Annabeflle  Merrifiield 


Page  Six 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


UP 


UP 


UP 


"I  am  come  that  they  migiht  have  life,  and  that 
they  might  have  it  more  aiboindanitly".  St.  John 
10:iab 

As  we  think  of  church  growrth,  I  believe  we 
must  consider  all  three  aspects:  Spiritual,  Numeri- 
cal and  Financial.  Growth  should  be  UP  in  each 
category. 

Spiritual  growth  can  only  come  as  you  and  I 
study  God's  word.  Romans  10:17  "So  then  faith 
cometh  by  hearing  and  hearing  iby  the  word  of 
God".  We  find  it  necessary  to  study  the  Bible  and 
apply  God's  word  to  our  own  hfe.  We  should  seek 
the  promises  He  gives  and  claim  them  as  our 
own. 

In  the  text  taken  from  St.  John  10:10,  Jesus 
promises  not  just  life  but,  goes  on  to  say  that 
they  might  have  it  (life)  more  abundantly.  The 
vast  majority  of  Ohris,tians  stop  short  of  this 
tremendous  possibility.  They  are  seemingly  con- 
tent to  know  they  are  bom  again  and  have  the 
assurance  of  going  to  heaven  when  CShrist  comes 
for  the  church.  Many  Christians  go  up  and  down 
spiritually  like  a  thermometer.  They  ibelieve  the 
valley  experiences  are  a  neoessaiy  part  of  their 
QhTiistian  life. 

Jesus  speaks  of  the  abundant  hfe.  This  is  excit- 
ing! This  means  that  we  do  not  have  to  be  con- 
tent with  the  drab,  dull,  UP  today  down  tomorrow 
Christian  hfe.  We  can  find  each  day  exciting  as 
we  prepare  ourselves  through  prayer,  Bible  study 
and  obedience  to  God's  word.  We  learn  to  expect 
God  to  use  us  and  to  move  in  a  miraculous  way 
throughout  the  day.  We  should  trust  God  for  every 
need  and  ask  for  His  guidance  and  help  in  every 
situation.  The  apostle  Paul  said,  "For  me  to  live 
is  Christ  ..."  This  should  be  our  attitude.  Christ 
should  be  the  center  of  our  Mfe,  o(f  our  homes 
and  our  plans.  As  we  learn  more  of  God's  i>rotm- 
ises  from  His  word  and  apply  them  to  our  own 
lives,  we  experience  Christian  growth.  There  is 
no  end  to  our  growing  as  we  continue  on  in  obedi- 
ence to  God's  revealed  word. 

Growth  comes  when  we  apiply  ourselves  to 
accomplish  the  goal  we  desire.  As  we  experience 
what  the  apostle  Paul  was  talking  about  in  Philip- 
pians  4:13,  "I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ 
who  strengtheneth  me",  we  feel  'like  shouting 
"Praise  God"  with  such  vigor  that  the  whole  world 
will  hear. 

From  the  numerical  aspect,  reaching  out  to 
others  is  part  of  the  abundant  Christian  life. 
Carrying  the  Good  News  of  Christ  to  the  un'saved 
brings  a  real  blessing  to  the  one  who  is  doing  it. 
We  are  not  only  performing  the  Great  Commis- 
sion of  Christ,  St.  Mark  16:15  "Go  ye  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature", 
but  we  will  be  doing  our  part  to  build  the  church. 


by  Carl  D.  Thomas 


Every    church   needs   Spiritual   Growth    to    the  1 
point  of  each  GhrSstian  experiencing  the  abundanit 
Christian   life   and   with   new   zeal   reaching   out 
through  different  forms  of  outreach  to  those  in 
the  community  aroiund  ithem. 

Praise  the  Lord  that  many  of  our  Brethren 
Churches  are  experienicing  growth.  We  are  expect- 
ing growth  throughout  our  denomination  as  we 
reach  out  in  obedience  to  God. 

Here  in  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa  we  are  eagerly  ex- 
pecting God  to  move  in  our  midst  as  we  reach  out 
through  the  Sunday  School,  house  to  house  visita- 
tion, telephone  calfling,  direct  mail,  win  a  Family 
program,  free  Bible  study  course  and  advertising. 

The  Bible  teaches  "Not  by  might,  nor  by  power, 
but  by  my  spirit,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts"  Zeoh- 
ariah  4:6;  therefore,  we  should  trust  God  to  guide 
by  His  sjxirit  as  we  iput  forth  the  effort  of  reach- 
ing out  in  love  that  we  might  win  souls  to  Christ. 
We  thus  labor  that  we  may  buUd  the  church  and 
gather  together  a  great  host  of  people  to  worship 
and  praise  our  God. 

From  the  financial  standpoint,  growth  wUl  come 
as  the  church  grows  spiritually.  Christians  wUl  see 
the  need  to  obey  God  through  tithing.  God  has 
promised  us  in  Malachi  3:10  "Bring  ye  all  the 
tithes  into  the  storehouse,  that  there  may  be  meat 
in  mine  hooise,  and  prove  me  herewith,  saith  the 
Lord  of  Host,  if  I  wEil  not  open  you  the  windows 
of  heaven,  and  pour  you  out  a  blessing,  that  there 
shall  not  be  room  enough  to  receive  it." 

In  summation,  as  we  tithe  >God  will  pour  out 
the  blessings  and  ithe  church  will  igrow,  there  will 
be  more  i>eople  to  share  their  giving  and  all  finan- 
cial needs  will  be  met.  Again  I  would  say,  church 
growth  is  Spiritual,  Numerical  and  Financial. 
Praise  the  Lord  as  we  ibrethren  do  our  i)art,  God 
wiU  add  his  bilessinig  and  our  chiirches  WILL 
grow. 
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SRETHJ^EN  HOUSE  BEAT 


A  Home  Mission  Minisltij  in  St.  Petershurj,  Flofida 


Bonnie  Manson 


r- 


HOT  OFF  THE  PRESS 


We  gave  [tainth  (Lfiguratively  speaMmg)  to  our 
first  "baby"  on  September  26,  1975.  At  least  that's 
the  date  our  i&rst  BOOK  trom  Brethren  House  was 
delivered  iby  the  prlinter  (the  date  of  'this  writing: (. 

We  'Call  '%"— 

HANDS  ON  LEARNING 

Beinforcement  Activities 

for 

Christian  Education 

It  joins  the  lisit  otf  other  Brethren  House  pro- 
ducts: "Learning  Centers  Make  Sense"  (a  teacher 
'training  tape  and  guidesheeits) ;  "The  Purple 
Tree"  (Mmstrip  and  cassette  tape  aibout  Learning 
Centers  and  Brethren  House) ;  "ISrethren  House 
TIMES"  (our  Newsletter  publisihed  5  times  per 
year) ;  "Mailopoly"  (a  New  Tesltament  Letters 
Bible  Game) . 

Actually,  this  HANDS  ON  LEARNING  book  is 
the  first  otf  a  series  otf  teaching  idea  books  we're 
beginminig  under  the  general  lalbel  of  "THREE- 
KING  BIBLE  LEARNING."  The  others  wiU  fol- 
low as  we  have  time  to  iget  them  produced. 

HANDS  ON  LEARNING  is  26  pages  long.  The 
first  few  pages  are  introductory  in  nature,  dealing 
with  the  foil  owing  subjects: 

Sbice  You  Asked  .  .  .:  These  2  pages  deal 
with  questions  we  get  asked  quite  often  and 
serve  as  a  means  of  explaining  som.e  features 
of  our  ministry  and  introduce  O'lorseilves.  The 
questions  are:  Where  Do  You  Get  AH  Of 
These  Ideias?;  Wliere  Could  I  Use  Them?; 
Why  Do  You  Make  These  Things?;  Who  Are 
You,   Really?;  What  Are  The  3  Holes  For?. 

Getting  You  Started:  This  page  introduces  the 
organization  of  the  book  and  stresses  the 
importanice  of  the  children  being  allowed  to 
"(handle"  the  teaching  tooils  used  in  the 
Olassroom. 

Guidelines   To  Increase  Effectiveness:     As  the 

title  suggests,  these  pages  list  specific  ways 
(6)  to  use  evetry  idea  in  the  book  effecttively. 


Then  come  the  10  HANDS  ON  LEARNING 
Reinforcement  Activities — 2  pages  per  activity. 
Each  activity  has  at  least  one  picture  of  it  in  use, 
plus  information  under  these  three  headings: 

WHAT  IT  CAN  TEACH: 

HOW  TO  MAKE  IT: 

HOW  TO  USE  IT: 
Under  each  of  these  headings  is  igiven  detailed 
information    and    helpful    suggesitions — especially 
for  those  readers  wtho  may  never  have  seen  some 
of  these  teaching  tools  before. 

Here  is  :the  list  of  the  10  Reinlforcemeait  Activ- 
ities included: 

BIBLE  BOOKS  LIBRARY 

CLOTHESLINE  SEQUENCE 

'MAP  ACTIVITY 

MJSHING 

POCKET     (3HART 

STRING  ACROSS 

CUPHOOK  BOARD 

FOOTPRINTS 

MAGNETIC  BOARD 

REBUS 
The  HANDS  ON  LEARNING  ibook  may  be 
ordered  directly  from  Brethren  House  for  $3.00 
each.  We  pay  pastage  wthen  a  check  accompanies 
the  order;  otherwise  pO'Stage  and  handling  is  added 
to  the  invoice.  Send  your  order  and  ciheck  to: 

Brethren  House 

6301  Sath  Avenue,  N. 

St.  Petersburg,  PL    33709 


JEAN'S  POEM  IN  GOSPEL  LIGHT 

We  were  pleased  that  ithe  editors  of  Gos^pel  Light 
Publications  ch'ose  Jean's  poem,  "i  Want  To  Be 
A  Teacher,"  and  printed  it  on  the  inside,  front 
cover  of  their  Sunday  School  Teacher's  Planbook 

(for  teachers  of  children  in  the  elementary  grades) 
for  ithis  Pall's  quarter.  This  poem  first  appeared 
on  the  cover  of  our  Brethren  House  NEV^^- 
LETTER  last  JanuaryliFeibruary. 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


PETER  NEAD 


by  Bob  Clough 


A  digest  of  a  ■pwper  on  the  forefathers  of 
The  Brethren  Church  by  students  in  a  class 
on  Brethren  History  and  Doctrine  conducted 
at  the  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  by  Rev. 
Richard  Allison. 


Who  is  this  man  Peter  Nead,  and  what  is  his 
importance  to  the  Brethren  Church? 

By  understanding  any  man  wtho  had  an  influ- 
ence on  our  past  we  are  better  enabled  to  under- 
stand who  we  are  and  Why  we  are.  Peter  Nead 
was  a  man  of  igreat  influence  for  the  Bretlhren 
Ln  'the  1800's.  Several  historiaos  speak  about  him 
las  being  a  'man  of  -no  little  imipartaince.  DonaJd 
F.  Dumlbaugh  describes  Peter  Nead  as:  "The 
iforemost  Brethren  theological  writer  of  the  mid 
1800's  and  a  leader  of  the  Old  Order  group." 
Emmert  F.  Bittenger  says  about  Peter  Nead:  "He 
was  the  Brethren  theologian  of  the  nineteenth 
century."  It  should  be  obvious  after  reading  these 
two  statements  tJiat  Peter  Nead  is  and  was  an 
important  man  in  the  history  of  the  Brethren.  He 
did  muoh  to  shape  the  thought  0)f  the  Brethren 
during  this  period  as  well  as  to  reflect  it.  In 
attempting  to  understand  who  we  are  it  is  im- 
portant to  go  'back  peniodioally  and  examine  who 
we  were. 

A  brief  survey  of  Peter  Nead's  iiife  runs  Mke 
this.  He  was  bom  January  7,  1796  to  parents  who 
were  well  to  do  slave  owners  in  Hagerstown,  Mary- 
land. As  a  youth  he  worked  as  a  clerk  in  a  Hagers- 
town sitore.  D-uring  this  time  he  received  a  good 
education  for  that  i>eriod.  In  1820  the  Nead  family 
moved  to  Frederick  County,  Virginia  where  his 
father  took  up  the  trade  of  tanner.  Peter  served 
for  a  time  as  an  apprentice  to  his  father.  Peter 
was  raised  as  a  Dutheran,  the  faith  of  his  parents. 
His  talents  were  recognized  early  and  'his  grand- 
father offered  to  educate  'him  for  'the  Lutheran 
ministry.  Peter  proceeded  to  enter  the  Methodist 
ministry  after  having  turned  down  his  igrand- 
father's  offer.  In  the  service  of  the  Methodist 
Church  he  ibecame  a  class  leader.  He  later  felt 
called  to  be  an  itinerant  preadher  in  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley  in  Virginia.  His  two  brothers  became 
EHmker  ministers  in  Tennessee.  Sometime  before 
1824  Peter  Nead  came  mto  contact  with  the  Breth- 
ren. On  Jirne  14,  1825  he  was  baptized  in  the 
Potomac  River  by  Elder  Daniel  Arnold.  That  same 


year  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Yount  on 
December  20.  They  settled  on  the  Yount  home- 
stead near  Broadway,  Virginia  where  he  taught 
school  and  carried  on  business  as  a  tanner.  When 
Nead  was  thirty-one  he  was  called  to  the  ministry, 
that  was  in  1827.  In  1834  Peter  Nead  pubMs'hed 
his  first  ibook,  Primitive  Christianity.  In  1845  the 
second  printing  of  his  pamphlet,  "An  Exhortation 
of  Certain  Evangeflical  Truths"  came  out.  His 
pamphlet  "Baptism  for  the  Remission  of  Sins; 
Faith  Alone  and  Prayeriess  Doctrine  considered; 
Observations  on  the  Present  State  of  the  World; 
Corrupted  Christendom  and  the  True  CJhurch  of 
Christ"  was  also  published  in  1845.  Peter  Nead 
resettled  in  Dayton,  Ohio  In  1848.  In  1850  Nead 
republished  ihis  previous  book  and  pamphlets  and 
added  some  new  material  ail  under  the  title 
Theological  Writings  on  Various  Subjects.  In  that 
same  year,  (1850)  Nead  and  his  wife  settled  near 
the  Lower  Still  water  Ghurdi.  The  year  1866  saw 
Nead  publishing  a  book  titled  The  Wisdom  and 
Power  of  God,  as  Displayed  in  Cr^tion  and 
Redemption.  Peter  Nead's  wife  Elizabeth  died 
May  28,  1864.  Thirteen  years  later  Peter  died, 
Mairch   16,   1877. 

Besides  writing  the  books  and  pamphlets  listed 
in  the  preceding  section,  Peter  Nead's  voice  and 
message  was  frequently  heard  throuigh  the  Vindi- 
cator which  was  edited  by  his  son-in-law.  Not  only 
was  his  voice  heard  frequently  in  the  pages  oif  the 
Vindicator  but  it  is  mo'Sit  probable  that  he  was 
influential  in  the  foiunding  of  the  magazine  as  a 
reaction  to  the  iprinting  beinig  done  by  H.  R. 
Holsinger  and  the  proigressive  element  in  such 
magazines  as  the  Christian  Family  Companion, 
and  the  Progressive  Christian. 

One  of  the  most  important  soiiroes  of  imfonma- 
tion  on  Nead  is  his  diary  that  sitiH  exists.  It  covers 
his  life  from  July  1823  to  August  1824.  It  was 
during  this  time  that  he  was  an  itinerate  preacher 
in  Virginia  and  that  he  was  coming  into  contact 
with  the  Brethren.  Just  exactly  how  Peter  Nead 
first  came  into  contact  with  the  Brethren  is  uncer- 
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tain  thouiglh  It  is  known  that  he  had  contact  with, 
and  iH-oibably  read  a  booMet  written  by  Elder 
Benjamin  Bowman  called  "A  Brief  and  Simple 
Exhibition  ot  the  Word  of  God"  (1823).  Donald 
Dumbaugh  lists  this  as  Nead's  first  contact  with 
the  Brethren  though  some  others  disagree.  There 
is  some  thought  that  his  first  contact  with  the 
Brethren  was  through  one  of  his  brothers.  After 
he  had  been  baptized  in  the  Brethren  CSiurch  he 
coratinued  to  work  as  a  tanner  and  a  teacher  even 
after  accepting  a  call  to  the  unsalaried  Brethren 
"free  ministry"  in  1827.  Part  of  the  importance 
of  this  man  comes  from  the  fact  that  he  was  the 
first  spokesman  for  the  Brethren  in  English  and 
he  was  frequently  caUed  upon  to  translate  German 
Brethren  writings  into  English  and  the  opposite, 
English  into  German. 

One  very  graphic  insight  into  ithe  kind  of  a  man 
Peter  Nead  was  'is  found  in  an  article  by  Durn- 
baugh  In  the  Autimm  1969  volume  of  Bretliren 
Life  and  Thought.  The  title  is  "Vindicator  of 
Piimitive  Christianity:  The  Life  and  Diary  of 
Peter  Nead".  This  article  contains  Peter  Nead's 
diary  and  is  well  worth  reading.  The  section 
quoted  below  comes  from  John  Smith's  "Elder 
Peter  Nead"  w^hich  Dumbaugh  quotes  from  the 
"Brethren  Family  Almanac."  Smith  described 
Nead's  daily  schedule  this  way: 

"He  had  strong  and  fixed  habits  for  his 
times  oif  studying  and  reading  he  had  his 
special  hours.  He  would  rise  from  ihis  bed 
at   three   o'oloick    (AM),   and   eat   a   few 
mouthfuls   of   dry   bread.    After   walking 
about    the   room   for  a  few  minutes   he 
would  take  up  his  work — ^reading  or  wi'it- 
ing,  until  six  o'clock.  He  claimed  he  could 
do   more   and   better   work,    and   commit 
more  scripture  passages  to  memory  dur- 
ing thoise  three  hours,  than  in  any  other 
ipart  of  the  twenty-foiur  hoturs." 
From   the   section   of  Peter  Nead's   diary   that 
exists   it   appears   that   there  was   rarely   a   day 
during  that  time  of  his  life  that  he  did  not  preach 
at  leasit  once.  Often  he  would  preach  several  times 
in  a  day.  Frequently  'he  wo^uld  preach  in  the  mom- 
mg,  walk  15  or  20  miles  and  preach  again  in  the 
evening. 

Peter  Nead's  entry  -on  August  first  1823  reveals 
liie  kind  of  thougihts  thait  Tian  thnough  this  man's 
head. 

"August  1st.  O  how  sensible  I  am  of  my 
weakness.  My  memory  appears  to  be  very 
•weak  can  scarcely  retain  any  of  the 
igos:peil.  My  constant  prayer  to  God  is  that 
he  would  write  his  Gospel  upon  my  heart. 
And  iput  the  same  into  my  mind.  That 
when  I  stand  before  the  congregation  I 
might  not  be  at  a  loss  to  communicate  the 
isame  to  the  people;  There  are  a  Diversity 
lOif  the  sects  in  this  Neighborhood.  I  feel 
as  though  I  could  not  preach.  The  people 
are  now  beginning  to  flock  in,  and  the 
time  is  just  at  hand,  when  I  must  face 
them ;  I  appear  to  be  loverwhehned  in  dark 
ness,  and  come  'before  tihe  people  I  must. 
The  time  has  arrived,  I  go  sensible  of 
my  weakness.  The  words  of  the  text  are 
in  the  24th  and  14th  verse  of  the  Gospel 
acoordinig  St.  Matifihew,  I  speak  with  much 


labour.  I  have  now  made  an  end  of  Speak- 
ing, but  O  how  miserable  do  I  feel,  now 
am  I  sensible  of  my  weakness.  I  find  that 
I  wanted  to  be  considered  by  the  people 
a   good   speaker,   if   this   be  a   desire  as 
temptation,  I  find  that  it  must  be  taken 
away  from  me.   I  must   be  anything  or 
nothing  for  my  redeemers  cause — " 
How  many  of  us  could  conclude  with  a  state- 
ment felt  in  the  heart  as  much  as  he  must  have 
felt  it  in  the  way  that  he  did?  How  many  of  us 
today   can   say   "I  must   be  anything  or  nothing 
for  my  redeemer's  cause?"  This  kind  of  thought 
carries  throughout  Peter  Nead's  diary  and  is  very 
indicative  of  the  man.  On  the  issue  of  bapUsm, 
Peter  Nead  came  to  be  rebaptized  or,  if  you  will, 
baptized   as   an   act   of   obedience  to  the  wili  of 
Christ.  And  indeed  thii  was  his  major  desire  to 
be  truly  obedient  to  ithe  will  of  Christ  as  revealed 
in  the  Scriptures. 

What  was  Peter  Nead's  impact  upon  the  breth- 
ren? He  was  the  major  spokesman  for  the 
Brethren  right  at  the  time  When  they  were  switch- 
ing to  English.  His  importance  goes  beyond  this 
though.  He  was  able  to  put  into  words  what  many 
of  the  Brethren  thought  and  further  he  was  read 
by  those  who  were  non-Brethren.  The  title  under 
which  his  article  appeared  in  the  Vindicator  is 
indicative  of  his  desires  for  the  church,  "Restora- 
tion of  Primitive  Christianity."  It  was  his  desire 
that  the  church  would  remain  faithful  to  those 
things  which  he  saw  that  made  the  Bretliren  a 
distiat  fellowship  apart  from  other  denominations 
of  the  time.  He  was  one  of  the  prime  leaders  of 
the  branch  of  the  Brethren  fellowship  that  beacme 
the  Old  Order  Brethren.  Even  though  this  was 
true  he  remained  resipected  by  most  of  the 
Brethren  including  H.  R.  Holsinger  who  had  this 
to  say  about  him  even  though  they  were  on 
opposite  sides  of  the  fence  in  the  struggles  that 
led  up  to  the  1883  spUt: 

"His  one  great  concern  was  for  the 
cfhurch  and  her  welfare,  and  he  labored 
constantly  to  this  end,  e\'en  to  the  last . . . 
His  voice  was  loud  and  strong,  and  his 
discourses  were  initeresting  and  edifying. 
He  had  a  good  strong  mind,  so  far  as  the 
Scriptures  were  concerned." 
His  concern  was  for  the  purity  of  the  Church, 
a  desire  'all  of  us  could  share  today. 


Robert  Clough—from  Highland  Heights, 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  graduated  from  Ashland 
College  ivith  a  major  in  Religion,  a  minor 
in  Psychology  and  History.  During  college 
he  was  President  of  Alpha  Theta.  He  married 
Ellen  Shultz  August  11,  1973. 

He  ivas  licensed  in  May  of  1975  and  is  a 
member  of  Park  Street  Brethren  Church. 

He  spent  the  summer  in  Indiana  tvorking 
ivith  Richard  Allison  and  at  the  Shipshe- 
ivana  Retreat  Center.  He  is  a  3rd  year  stu- 
dent at  A.T.S. 
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TOM  M.  OLSON 


Promoted 


"Steadfast,  Unnioveable,  Alway  Abounding 
in  the  Work  of  the  Lord" 


Friends  wlho  have  ibeen  receiving  NOW  tfor  many 
years  are  fwell  informed  about  Toon  M.  Olson. 
Prom  March  1939  to  Maroh  oif  this  year,  1975,  he 
contributed  one  page  to  'NOW.  On  August  17, 
1975,  Tom  Olson  went  to  be  with  the  Savior  whom 
he  had  loved  and  served.  He  celebrated  ids  87th 
birthday  on  February  23,  1975. 

His  life  was  one  that  confirmed  God's  pro^mise 
of  provision  for  all  the  needs  of  his  child.  During 
his  entire  life  of  producing  tracts,  which  were 
distributed  free  of  charge,  supplying  instructive 
and  inspiring  ai<ticles  for  Various  publications  and 
teaching  the  word  of  God  in  all  the  states  of  the 
U.S.  plus  other  countries,  he,  froim  the  age  of  21 
never  had  a  regular  salary.  His  testimony,  and 
ithart  'Oif  his  wife,  Marie,  indicates  :that  they  had 
never  suffered  any  wanit.  We  might  conclude  'that 
he  was  always  clear  in  what  he  wanted,  above 
aU  else.  He  was  known  as  "Uncle  Tom"  by  scares 
of  friends  across  the  entire  country. 

He  was  bom  in  Chicago.  His  parents  were  Chris- 
tians and  gave  the  Lord  and  His  Word  the  place 
of  pre-eminence  in  their  Uves. 

Toon's  earliest  Tecollections  are  of  Bibles  and 
Sunday  School  and  things  spiritual.  He  remembers 
how,  when  he  was  srtill  very  young,  his  father 
would  offer  rewards  to  him  and  his  brother  for 
memorizing  verses  from  the  Bible.  The  boys  mem- 
orized 'the  verses  for  the  sake  of  the  rewards,  but 
the  Scriptures  were  saturating  their  hearts  and 
mjinds. 


Tom  was  a  sensitive  and  serious  minded  child 
and  at  the  age  of  13  became  deeply  exercised 
aibout  his  own  relationship  to  ithe  iLord!  It  was 
then  alone  in  Ms  room  one  night,  he  realized  that 
he  was  a  sinner  before  the  Lord  and  needed  sal- 
vation. Plading  personal  faith  in  Hdm  as  Lord 
and  Savior,  he  received  forgiveness  and  from  that 
night  on,  the  Lord  was  Uving  and  Vital  in  his  'life. 

He  attended  business  college  and  at  itihe  con- 
clusion of  that  course  worked  in  department  stores 
in  Chicago.  The  last  firm  for  which  he  worked 
was  Sears  Roebuck  Co.  He  enjoyed  his  work  and 
got  on  well. 

During  ithese  years  when  he  was  working,  he 
often  went  with  iGospel  teams  to  neighborinig 
towns  or  suburbs  of  'Chicago.  He  spoke  in  the 
open  air,  distributed  tracts  and  did  what  lie  could 
to  spread  the  joyful  news  otf  salvation  ithrouglh 
Jesus  ChrLsit. 

Although  he  was  naturally  'baslhful  and  of  a 
retiring  nature,  the  urgency  of  his  message  was 
so  real  to  him  that  he  felt  a  strong  desire  to  spend 
his  'Mfe  spreading  the  name  and  fame  of  Jesus 
Christ  that  others  migiht  learn  to  love  Him  too. 

As  he  approached  ithe  age  of  21,  he  felt  the  call 
to  leave  his  work  and  spend  all  Ms  time  in  ithe 
service  of  the  Lord. 

So,  on  his  21st  'birthday,  with^out  further  train- 
ing, or  promised  financial  backing,  he  left  his 
work  and  went  to  a  town  in  Indiana,  where  he 
had  been  Invited,  and  started  holding  services.  He 
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continued  !Ms  efforts  in  country  sdhoolhoitses,  in 
liomes  and  ohurOhes,  or  wherever  he  was  invited. 
The  first  number  of  years  were  spent  largely  in 
Iowa,  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

'Opportunities  began  to  increase  until  his  travels 
took  him  to  every  state  in  the  Union!  He  walked 
thousands  of  miles  distributing  literature  and 
speaking  to  many  not  accustomed  to  attending 
indoor  services. 

lit  was  during  his  travels  as  a  yo-ung  man  that 
he  was  ententained  in  the  LeToumeau  home  in 
Portland,  Oregon.  There  he  met  Marie,  R.  G.'s 
yaungest  sister,  when  she  was  only  seventeen,  and 
found  in  her  a  kindred  spirit  regarding  spiritual 
things.  Although  Cupid's  dai^ts  started  piercing  at 
that  time,  ithey  felt  called  to  serve  separately. 
Marie  went  to  China  with  her  sister,  and  ithey 
labored  together  as  missionaries.  Tom  continued 
his  traveliS  and  preaching  until  sixteen  years  later 
when,  in  1929,  Tom  and  Marie  were  united  in 
marriage  and  settled  in  California.  "Uncle  Tom" 
then  really  came  into  the  LeToumeau  family — 
and  -always  held  a  warm  spot  there. 

On  one  occasion  in  Tom's  early  years  of  preach- 
ing, he  was  asked  permission  to  reproduce  in  tract 
form  a  brief  article  whidh  he  had  written.  The 
sponsor  had  thirty  thousand  copies  printed  with 
Tom's  name  and  Chicago  address  on  them. 

Requests  came  in  until  the  thirty  thousand  were 
gone.  He  had  more  printed.  More  requests  came. 
Tom  wrote  more  tracts!  And  More!  UntU  soon 
aifter  they  were  married  Tom  and  Marie  found 
themselves  maihng  out  ithousands  of  tracts  every 
week. 


One  day  R.  G.  LeToumeau  visited  them  in 
California  and  found  the  dining  room  'table  laden 
with  tracts  ready  to  be  mailed.  He  graciously 
offered  to  take  over  the  printing  and  mailing  of 
the  tracts.  Since  then,  Uterally  millions  o-f  tracts 
written  by  Tom  Olson  have  been  sent  out  aU  over 
the  United  States  and  in  many  foreign  countries 
as  well.  Numerous  are  the  foreign  languages  in 
whidh  the  tracts  ihave  been  translated  and  letters 
still  pour  in  telling  of  blessings  received  ithrough 
the  silent  messengers.  Tom  believed  in  tract  distri- 
bution, for  the  tracts  go  into  so  many  places  where 
missionaries  or  preachers  could  never  go. 

During  the  World's  Fair  in  San  Francisco  in 
1939-1940,  Tom  Olson  worked  with  Irwin  Moon 
alt  the  "Sermons  From  Science"  exhibit  sponsored 
by  the  Christian  Busmess  Men's  Committee,  Dur- 
ing World  War  II  he  w  orked  in  the  Service  Men's 
Center  sponsored  by  the  same  group.  It  was  dur- 
ing the  Fair  that  R.  G.  telephoned  him  one  day 
and  asked  if  he  would  write  gospel  articles  for 
NOW.  He  started  the  fallowing  week  and  wrote 
for  this  magazine  ever  since  that  time.  It  would 
take  a  volume  to  teU.  of  the  letters  received  in 
appreciation  of  his  writings.  May  his  articles  con- 
tinue to  be  a  blessing  and  inspiration,  as  we  share 
some  of  them  from  time  to  time.  His  life's  text 
was  Corinthians  15:58.  "Therefore,  my  beloved 
brethren,  be  ye  steadfast,  unmoveable,  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  forasmuch  as 
ye  know  'that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the 
Lord." 

Reprint  from  LeToumneau  "NOW" 
by  ipermission 


Not  what  we  goin 
but  what  we  give, 

Meosures  the  worth 
of  the  life  we  live. 


Page  Twelve 

Signal  Lights  Program;  Deconher  1975 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


BIBLE  THEME:     Serving  God 
PROJECT:     Medical  Outreach  in  India 


by  ALBERTA  HOLSINGER 


Bible  Story:     The  Shepherds  Serve  God 


CaU  to  Worship: 

Shepherds  in  the  field 
WatcMrag  flock  by  night; 
Angels  in  itihe  sky- 
Bring  a  gleaming  Uight. 

The  angels  gladly  sing, 
"In  Bethlehem  this  morn, 
Joy  to  all  the  world; 
The  Savior  is  bo'm!" 


Bible  Story:     The  Shepherds  Serve  God 

(Note:  If  you  read  the  foUowitig  play,  omit  this 
stoay.  If  you  don't  read  the  play  spend  some  time 
singing  caroils.) 

Long,  long  ago  on  the  night  when  Jesus  was 
born,  some  shepherds  were  in  the  fields  watching 
their  sheep.  They  were  gathered  about  ithe  fire 
talking  softly. 

"Whn  do  you  think  God  wiU  send  'the  promdsed 
Savior?"  asked  one. 

"No  one  knows,"  replied  another.  "But  God  has 
promised  to  send  Him,"  added  a  third  shepherd. 
"At  the  right  time  the  Savior  wiU  come." 

On  into  the  night  visited  the  shepherds  as  tlhey 
watched  their  resiting  siheep. 

Suddenly  the  whole  sky  was  'brighter  ^tiian  day. 
A  voice  from  heaven  spoke,  "Fear  not.  T  bring  you 
■tidings  of  great  joy." 

"The  angel  of  the  Lord,"  said  the  shepherds  as 
they  fell  to  their  knees. 

The  angel  continued.  "For  unito  you  is  bom 
'this  day  in  the  city  of  David  a  Savior,  who  is 
Christ  the  Lord.  And  this  shall  be  a  sign  to  you. 
You  shall  find  the  baby  wra^yped  in  swaddling 
clothes,  lying  in  a  manger." 


When  he  finished  speaking  a  great  crowd  of 
angels  filled  the  sky.  They  sang,  "Glory  to  God 
in  the  highest,  and  on  the  earth  peace,  good  will 
toward  men." 

Then  quickly  and  quietly  ithey  went  back  into 
heaven.  The  night  was  dark  as  before. 

"What  does  it  mean?"  asked  a  shepherd. 

"Why  did  the  Eoigels  come  to  us?"  wondered 
another  one. 

"Let's  go  to  Bethlehem,  the  city  of  David,"  sug- 
gested an  old  shepherd.  Let's  see  if  we  can  find 
a  baby  wrapped  in  swaddling  clotes  lying  to  a 
maniger." 

"Yes,  let's  do,"  agreed  (the  others. 

"The  angel  said  the  baby  is  the  Savior  we  are 
expecting,"  remembered  the  boy  shepherd. 

As  the  shepherds  walked  into  town  they  .talked 
about  where  to  look  for  the  Baby. 

"There  is  a  stable  back  of  the  inn,"  said  a 
shepherd.  "Perhaips  that  is  where  we  wUl  find  the 
Baby." 

"We  wUl  look  there,"  said  the  old  shepherd.  The 
others  nodded  in  agreement. 

They  hurried  to  the  stable.  When  they  entered 
they  saw  Mary  and  Joseph.  And  there  in  ithe 
manger,  just  as  the  angel  had  said,  was  the  Baby! 

They  knelt  down  and  worshipped  Him.  This 
was  their  Savior!  Then  ithey  told  Mary  and  Joseph 
about  the  angel  and  the  angel  choir. 

The  light  of  dawn  was  streaking  the  sky  as  the 
shepherds  started  back  to  the  fields.  As  they  went, 
they  excitedly  told  everyone  they  met  of  the  Baby- 
in  the  manger  who  was  the  promised  Savior. 
Many  went  to  see  Jesus  because  the  shepherds 
told  them  of  Him. 

God  needs  people  today  to  tell  others  of  Jesus. 
WiU  you  serve  Him  in  this  way? 

— Based  on  Luke  2:1-18 


^9.^W«MU    ,j 
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A  Play  to  Read:     Thif<  h  Christmas 


(Note  to  patronesses:     Give  eadi  child  a  slip  of 
paper  with  the  words  of  one  of  the  play  charac- 
ters written  on  it,  and  the  object  that  person  is 
to  ishow.  You  should  read  tiie  part  of  World.) 
World:     This  is  Christmas.  Christmas,  1975.  People 
everywhere  are  celebrating  this  joyous  occas- 
tion.  Traditio-ns  have  formed  in  each  country 
which  are  followed  year  after  year.  I  would 
like  for  you  to  hear  about  some  of  them.  Here 
is  George  of  England.  Tell  us,   George,  how 
Christmas   is   celebrated   in   England. 
George    (holding  up   a  log) :     On  Christmas  Eve 
the  Yule  log  is  broughit  mto  each  home.  Before 
it  is  burned  each  member  of  the  family  will 
sit  on  it  for  this  wUl  bring  them  good  luck. 
Later  some  of  the  embers  and  pieces  will  be 
taken  from  the  fire  and  saved  for  the  New 
Year's  Eve  fire. 
World:     The  next  door  neighbors  of  Sweden  and 
Norway  have  many  slmiUar  traditions.  Helga 
of  Sweden  and  Olaf  of  Noirway  are  here  to 
itell  us  of  two  of  tihem. 
Helga  (carrying  a  sheaf  oi  grain) :     On  Christmas 
Day  in  Sweden  extra  food  is  provided  for  all 
the  animals.  Even  the  birds  are  not  forgotten. 
A  sheaf  of  grain  is  tied  on  a  pole,  (gateway  or 
bam  gable  for  them. 
Olaf   (carrying  a  family  Bible):     The  icandles  on 
the  Christmas  tree  are  lighted  on  (Z^ristmas 
Eve.  The  father  or  grandfather  picks  up  the 
family  Bible  and  reverently  reads  tiie  passage 
in  St.  Matthew  which  teUs  of  the  Christ  Child's 
birth.   Cards  are  sung  by  the  whole  family. 
After  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  iglfts  are  ex- 
changed and  more  carols  are  sung. 
World:     Come  Gretchen,  and  tell  us  something  of 

'Christmas  in  Germany. 
Gretchen  (carrying  an  advent  wreath) :  On  the 
first  Sunday  ocf  Advent  (which  is  four  weeks 
before  Christmas)  each  family  hangs  a  large 
Advent  wreath  and  lights  tfhe  red  candle.  Each 
Sunday  until  Christmas  another  red  candle 
is  added.  Each  day  during  the  week  a  paper 
star  is  placed  on  the  wreath.  An  Old  Testa- 
ment verse  is  written  on  one  side  of  the  s^tar 
and  a  New  Testament  verse  on  the  oither  side. 
The  children  memorize  tfliese  verses  each  day. 
World:     Freda,  how  do  you  celebrate  'Christmas 

in  Czechoslovakia? 
Preda  (carrying  a  min'ature  m.anger  scene) :    Ooir 
icetebrations  start  on  December  6  and  end  on 
Jianuary  6.  The  feast  which  we  enjoy  on  Chris- 
mais  Eve  foUowis  'two   days  lotf  fastinig.     On 


December  26  the  children  go  caroling  carry- 
ing with  them  minature  manger  scenes. 

World:  Italy  has  many  interesiting  customs. 
Rosalie,  will  you  tell  us  of  one  af  them? 

Rosalie  (carrying  a  note) :  On  Christmas  Day 
the  Italian  children  write  letters  to  their  par- 
ents telling  them  they  love  them  and  appreci- 
ate all  .the  things  that  have  been  done  for 
them  the  past  year.  Before  dinner  these  are 
hidden  under  a  napkin,  a  plate,  or  even  the 
table  cloth.  The  parents  pretend  not  to  see 
them  until  the  meal  is  almost  over.  Then  they 
are  discovered  and  read  aloud  to  all  the 
family. 

World:  The  French,  too,  have  ahristmas  tradi- 
tions which  are  followed  each  year.  Renee  is 
here  to  tell  us  of  one  of  them. 

Renee  (carrying  a  star):  For  many  days  before 
Christmas  our  children  work  to  make  a 
nativity  scene.  With  rocks  and  moss  they 
make  scenes.  Above  it  is  hung  a  star.  On 
Christmas  Eve  the  scene  is  lighted  with  three 
colored  candles.  These  candles  are  lit  each 
evening  until  Epiphany.  Vhe  family  gathers 
around  the  scene  each  night  in  singing  noels. 

World:  Let's  hear  from  one  more  country.  Here 
is  T'ien  of  China. 

Tien  (carrying  a  paper  chain):  O'Ur  churches 
and  homes  are  decorated  with  evergreen. 
Paper  chains  of  green,  red,  yellow,  and  blue 
are  hung  from  the  ceiUng.  Large  posters  are 
hung  on  the  wall.  On  these  are  written  our 
characters  which  mean  peace  and  joy. 

World:  Yes,  this  is  Christmas.  Christmas,  1975. 
But  Why  is  it  celeibrated  by  people  around 
the  world?  The  answer  is  found  in  the  Bible. 
(Read  Luke  1:26-35.  Luke  2:1-7) 

Gro'up  sln'g  "Away  in  a  Manger" 
(Read  Luke  2:8-14) 

Group  sing  "Hark  the  Herald  Angels  Sing" 
(Read  Matthew  2:1-12) 

Group  sing  "We  Three  King's" 

World:  So,  we,  too,  the  people  of  the  -world  come 
ithis  Christmas,  1975  to  worship  the  Christ,  the 
Son  of  God,  the  Savior  of  the  world.  But  it  is 
not  enough  for  us  to  come  and  worship  the 
Baby  in  the  manger.  We  must  know  within 
our  hearts  that  that  Baby  grew  to  be  the  Man 
Jeesus  through  whom  salvation  comes  to  all 
people.  Then,  like  'the  shepherds  of  the  wise 
men  of  old  we,  too,  will  want  to  serve  God 
and  ten  others  the  glad  news. 

Group  sing  "Joy  ito  the  World" 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


MORE  AND  MORE  TO  MINISTER  TO- 


With  More  and  More  Needs! 


by  Beveriy  Summy 


The  segment  of  the  population  aged  65  and  over 
oontmiues  to  grow.  The  growth  chart  shown  below 
reveals  that  the  3  million  older  oitizens  in  1900  had 
grown  to  20  milLion  in  1970  according  to  U.S. 
Census  Bureau  reports.  From  July  1,  1973  to  July 
1,  1974  the  elderly  population  increased  an  esti- 
mated 486,000  to  bring  the  total  up  to  21.3  milUon 
■in  the  65  and  over  category. 

This  trend  continues  as  medical  science  improves 
the  health  of  our  elderly  and  awakened  concern 
for  their  physical,  economical,  mental  and  social 
needs  on  the  part  of  governmental  and  private 
agencies  addes  years  to  lives. 

Statistics  also  show  that  the  life  expectancy  of 
women  is  increased  greatly  so  that  the  1900  ratio 
of  women  to  men  of  98/100  had  changed  to  138/100 
in  favor  of  the  women  by  1970.  Therefore,  it  should 
not    be    surprising    to    learn    that    approximately 


3790  of  older  women  are  also  widows. 

All  this  data  is  given  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
Ulustratinig  the  fact  that  we,  as  a  church,  have 
more  and  more  elderly  to  whom  we  can  minister. 

The  1971  figures  on  income  for  couples  and 
singles  aged  65  and  over  graphically  explain  the 
economic  need  of  this  segment  of  our  population. 
In  addition  to  the  social,  physical  and  mental  needs 
of  retirees  is  often  added  the  burden  of  a  greatly 
reduced  income.  A  wage  earner  who  has  been 
used  to  receiving  a  pay  check  every  week  or  every 
two  weeks  must  now  learn  how  to  budget  out  his 
spending  for  a  month  as  Social  Security  and  pen- 
sion checks  come  only  once  a  month.  As  food, 
utilities,  manufactured  goods,  services,  medical 
care,  car  operation  and  clothes  all  skyrocket  in 
cost,  the  retiree  must  try  to  "make  ends  meet"  in 
this  financial  vise. 


Growth  of  the  Older  Population 
in  the  Twentieth  Century 


1900 


The  Older  Population  in  the  Twentieth  Century 

Ratio 

Yaar           Total              Men 

Women 

Women/Men 

1900          3,080,000      1,555,000 

1,525,000 

98/100 

1930          6,634,000      3,325.000 

3,309,000 

99/100 

1970        20,066,000      8,416,000 

11,503,000 

138/100 

2000        28,842,000    11,650,000 

17,338,000 

150/100 
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The  chart  ibelow  shows  that  half  of  the  retired 
couples  in  the  U.S.  have  incomes  under  $5,000  and 
697o  of  singles  receive  under  $3,000.  With  Social 
Security  raises  since  1971  incomes  have  increased 
somewhat  but  costs  of  Uvfoig  have  far  outstripped 
any  increases. 

The  church  definitely  has  a  growing  field  of 
ministry  as  'the  older  populaition  Inoreases  and 
they  do  have  more  and  more  needs  but,  you  may 
ask,  what  can  the  church  do?  What  can  we  do 
esi>ecially  to  alleviate  economic  needs?  Here  are 
some  suggestions  that  may  trigger  other  ideas: 

1.  Encourage  youth  and  other  groups  to  volunteer 
labor  to  help  the  older  person  do  tasks  that  are 
difficult  or  impossible  for  him  around  the  home 
such  as  yard  work,  spring  and/or  fall  house 
cleaning,  window  washing,  small  repairs,  eaves 
and  downspout  cleaning,  etc. 

2.  Does  your  church  operate  a  bus  on  Sunday  to 
biting  worshipperes  to  church?  Why  not  put 
it  into  service  during  the  week  to  provide 
transportation  for  the  elderly?  Many  no  longer 
drive   and  must   pay  taxi  fare  or  try  to  get 


friends  or  family  to  transport  them.  Set  up  a 
regular  time  such  as  Thursday  or  Friday 
morning  lor  shopping  trips.  Enlist  individuals 
who  could  be  called  to  provide  car  transpor- 
tation for  the  elderly  to  meet  medical  appoint- 
ments. Church  funds  might  even  be  set  up  to 
pay  mileage  to  these  drivers  upon  receipt  of 
a  statement. 

3.  Initiate  a  Title  VH  gavemiment  food  program 
in  your  community  if  you  do  not  have  one.  This 
program  provides  a  well-balanced  hot  meal 
once  a  day  for  older  citizens.  No  specific  charge 
is  made  but  donations  are  'received  if  individ- 
uals feel  they  can  do  so. 

4.  Quantity  buying  done  for  a  group  of  retirees 
would  reduce  the  high  cost  of  food.  Some  places 
this  can  be  done  directly  f  roim  a  wholesaler  and 
other  places  you  might  have  to  do  ilt  from  the 
grocery  but  greater  reduction  of  cosit  wiU  come 
if  you  can  deal  with  the  wholesaler. 

Brethren,   we   have   a  wide   open  field — let   us 
minisiter! 


Income  Distribution  of  5  Million  Couples 
Witti  Heads  65  +  ,  1971 


Income  Distribution  of  6.1  Million  Persons 

Aged  65-1-   Living  Alone  or  with 

Nonrelatives,  1971 


83%  UNDER  $10,000 


50%  UNDER  $4,931 


21%  UNDER  $3,000 


1%  UNDER  $1,000 


$10,000  OR  MORE 


$5,000  TO  $10,000 


$3,000  TO  $5,000 


$1,000  TO  $3,000 


•  Income  data  is  tabulated  by  age  of  head  of  family  or  of 
a  person  Jiving  alotie  ot  with  nonrelatives.  Data  presented 
above     represent    only    couples     {2-person     husband-wife 


87%  UNDER  $5,000 


69%  UNDER  $3,000 


45%  UNDER  $2,000 


26%  UNDER  $1,500 


10%  UNDER  $1,000 


$5,000  OR  MORE 


$3,000  TO  $5,000 


$2,000  TO  $3,000 


$1,500  TO  $2,000 


$1,000  TO  $1,500 


UNDER  $1,000 


families)  or  individuals  living  alone  or  with  nonrelatives 
to  avoid  faaoi^  introduced  by  presence  of  family  members 
of  other  ages. 


Bibles  for  Brethren  Care 


A  group  of  Gideons  from  Ashland  presented  a 
.program  ait  Brethren  Care  on  September  23.  They 
told  of  the  Gideon  work,  had  scripture  and  prayer 
and  jxresented  a  Bible  to  Activities  Director  Kay 
Schumaker. 

FoUowing  the  program,  the  men  -went  to  each 
room  and  left  a  'large  iprint  New  Testament  with 
Psahns  to  ibe  used  'by  rthe  residents.  In  addition. 


the  Gideons  presented  each  nurse  with  a  sonall 
white  Testament  and  a  small  blue  Testament  was 
given  to  the  nurse  aides. 

This  distribution  program  was  'much  appre- 
ciated and  'the  large  print  Testaments  wlU  be 
mosit  useful  to  the  residents. 

Reported  by  Buth  Bosenberry, 
Resident 
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SISTERHOOD 

Junior  Sisterhood  Program;  December  1975 

by  Mrs.  Pauline  Benshoff 

Keepiiif)  Christmas 

Topic:     Keeping  Christmas 

Poem:     It  Is  Not  Far  to  Bethlehem 

It  is  not  far  to  Bethlehem 

The  shortest  cut  I  know 
Is  that  directly  through  the  heart 

The  way  the  children  go. 

It  is  not  far  to  Bethlehem 

It  cannot  take  you  long 
It  is  no  farther  than  a  prayer, 

The  distance  of  a  song. 

.  .  .  ULrich  Troubetzkoy 


Carol:     O  Little  Town  of  Bethlehem 
Scriptui-e  Beading:     Matthew  2:1-10 
Prayer  Circle: 
Carol:     We  Three  Kings 
Scripture  Heading:     Luke  2:1-20 
Carol:     Hark  the  Herald  Angels  Sing 
Scripture  Beading:     Matthew  1:18-25 
Carol:     Silent  Night 


Leader:  Christmas  should  be  a  joyful  and  im- 
portant part  of  the  life  of  every  Christian.  God 
sent  Christ,  gave  Christ  His  Son  to  become  flesh 
and  dwell  among  us,  later  to  give  His  life  on 
Calvary  that  our  sin  debt  should  be  paid,  so  that 
we  could  through  acceptance  of  His  Son  for  our 
sins,  become  sons  of  God  and  a  part  of  His  family. 
It's  just  fabulous!  It's  just  wonderful!  It's  great! 
It's  a  life  for  eternity  with  Him.  What  greater 
gift  could  be  given? 

Group  Activity:     Let's  Trim  a  Tree. 
Have  a  small  untrimmed  tree  available,  artificial 
or  live,   doesn't  matter.   Make  ornaments  out  of 
all  colors  of  construction  paper.  They  csan  be  all 


sizes,  shapes  and  colors.  But  on  each  one,  use  a 
magic  marker  and  vwite  one  of  the  following 
words.  After  you  finish,  put  a  hook  in  'the  top  and 
hang  your  word  on  the  tree.  The  Words  are — 
Joy,  Peace,  Love,  Thanks,  Carols,  Gifts,  Friends, 
Light  and  Star.  As  you  trim  the  tree,  all  those 
writing  the  words  alike  will  repeat  together  ithe 
verse  that  goes  with  that  word.  It  will  make  your 
ornamerDts  more  meaningful. 
JOY— 

Luke  2:10  "Fear  not:  for  behold  I  bring  you  good 
tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all  people. 
For  unto  you  this  day  in  the  City  of  David  a  Sav- 
iour, which  is  Christ  the  Lord." 
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^ILL    to 


PEACE— 

Luke  2:14     "Glory  to  God  in  the  liig-hest  and  on 
earth  peace,  good  will  toiward  men." 
LOVE— 

Matthew  1:21     "And  she  shall  bring  forth  a  son 
and  thou  shall  caU  his  name  JESUS,  lor  he  shall 
save  Ms  people  from  their  sms."  (He  came  to  Give 
His  life  for  us.  Wihat  love!) 
THANKS— 

n  Cor.   9:15    "Thanks  be  unto  God  for  his  un- 
speakable gift."  (Rejoicing  in  the  Lord  always  as 
Paul  admonishes  us> 
CAROLS— 

Luke  2:13  "And  suddenly  there  was  with  the 
angel  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  host  praising 
God  and  saying.  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest  and 
on  earth  i>eace,  good  wUl  toward  men."  (Yes  we 
too  should  be  singing  and  maMnig  melody  in  our 
hearts  over  the  greait  gift  God  has  given.) 


.^i:|^^•>• 


GIFTS— 

Matthew  2:11  "And  when  they  were  come  into 
the  house,  they  saw  the  young  cihild  with  Mary 
■his  mother,  and  feU  doiwn  and  worshipped  him: 
and  when  they  had  opened  their  treasures,  they 
presented  unto  him  gifts;  gold  and  frankincense 
and  myrrh."  (Reminds  us  again,  What  are  we 
giving  to  Jesus  thM  crowns  Him  tihe  ^Lord  of  AH?) 
FRIENDS— 

Luke  2:17, 18  "And  when  they  (the  siheplherds) 
had  seen  it,  they  made  known  abroad  ithe  saying 
which  was  told  them  concerning  this  child.  And 
aU  they  that  heard  it  wondered  at  those  things 
Which  were  told  them  by  (the  shepherds."  (We  too 
should  tell  outr  friends  the  GOOD  NEWS  that  Jesus 
takes  away  the  sin  of  imanMnd) 


LIGHT— 

Luke  2:32  (Simeon  said  these  words  as  he  be- 
held the  long  awaited  Christ  child)  "A  light  to 
lighten  the  Gentiles  and  the  glo-ry  of  thy  people 
Israel." 

STAR— 

Matthew  2:9, 10  "And  lo,  the  Star,  which  they 
saw  in  the  east,  went  before  them,  tUl  it  came 
and  stood  over  where  the  young  child  was.  When 
they  saw  the  star,  they  rejoiced  with  exceeding 
great  joy." 


Now  that  you  have  trimmed  the  tree,  sit  around 
it  and  with  bowed  heads,  sing  "Into  My  Heart" 
and  after  seardhing  your  heart,  could  you  find  it 
possible  to  give  Him  more  control  over  your  life? 
He  came  to  GIVE,  What  are  you  giving  Him? 
Prayer:  by  the  Leader  or  Patroness 
Business: 

Refreshments:     (Eat  by  candlelight.) 
Gift  Exchange:     (Wonder  if  you  could  forego 
a  present  this  year  and  instead  bring  in  whatever 
money  you  would  have  spent  and  put  it  in  a  lump 
sum  to  be  sent  to  the  American  Bible  Socdety  to 
send  out  Bibles  and  Testaments  so  that  others  may 
have  the  Word  in  their  language.  Wouldn't  that 
be  a  nice  gift  to  give  to  somebody  else  instead  of 
getting  one  yourself? 
Consecration  Poem:     (in  unison  (before  leaving) 
In  return  for  all  God  sent  me.  His  GIFT 

to  me.  His  LOVE  for  me. 
Take  my  life  that  you  have  lent  me, 

and  let  it  be 
To  ;thy  glory  dedicated 
By  salvation  vindicated. 
As  a  witness  consecrated 
"My  gift  to  Thee." 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  AND  GOD 
BLESS  BACH  OiNE 
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AN  OVERVIEW  OF  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRY 
on  Ashland  College  Campus 


DISCmLESHIP  GROUPS: 

There  are  at  paresenft  seven  cell  groups  of  ithree 
to  sax  students  each  that  are  being  trained  in  How 
To  share  their  faith  as  a  way  of  life;  foUaw  up 
neiw  or  young  Christians  so  as  to  give  them  a 
solid  base  for  their  faith;  lead  Bible  studies,  and 
to  unite  together  in  prayer  for  each  other,  the 
campus  and  for  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ 
everywhere. 
ALPHA  THETA: 

Alpha  Theta  has  a  present  membership  of  37 
active  Christians  that  have  organized  as  a  service 
organization  to  fellow  Christians,  to  the  campus, 
to  the  community,  and  to  local  churches  every- 
where that  can  use  their  help. 

Their  ministry  lies  in  three  areas:  1)  Gospel 
teams  that  minister  to  local  churches,  2)  provision 
of  Christian  Social  functions  on  campus  (pizza 
party,  alumni  get-together  for  Homecoming,  square 
dance,  fall  retreat,  etc.),  and  3)  the  Alpha  Theta 
house  is  a  place  for  Christian  fellowship  and/or 
quiet  study. 
FELLOWSHIP  OF  CHRISTEAN  ATHLETES: 

The  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes  is  a  na- 
tional organization  with  a  chapter  at  Ashland  thait 
was  started  three  years  ago.  The  thrust  of  'the 
local  fellowship  lies  basically  in  three  areas:  1)  a 
ministry  to  local  area  high  school  students,  2)  a 
ministry  to  all  athletes  at  Ashland  College,  and 
3)  the  ipersonal  growth  and  spiritual  development 
of  committed  members. 

The    F.C.A.    is    important    to    Ashland    College 
because  it  has  a  large  potential  outreach,  and  can 
reach  students  that  might  not  be  reached  by  other 
Christian   organizations  on   campus. 
BIBLE  STUDIES:      (BRETHREN  STUDENT 
BIBLE  STUDIES,  DOiRM  BIBLE  STUDIES, 
OTHER) 

These  Bible  Studies  have  t>een  designed  basic- 
ally to  meet  current  needs,  such  as  "Being  a 
Woman  of  CJod"  in  Myers.  They  also  are  good 
oppwTtunities   to  minister  to  Ohristian  and  non- 


by  Donald  Snell 

Coordinator  of 
Campus   Ministries 


Christian  students,  as  well  as  to  help  tmiify  the 
Christian  community  through  God's  Word. 
CELEBRATION: 

Celebration  is  not  a  separate  organization.  It 
is  an  opportunity  to  relax,  to  sing  praises  to  Grod, 
to  ihear  His  Word  taught,  to  slhare  hurts,  needs, 
victories  and  to  pray  for  and  with  each  other.  It 
is  a  corning  together  of  the  different  elements  of 
the  Christian  body  on  campus  and  to  encourage 
that  Body  and  give  a  positive  thrtist  forward. 
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It  has  been  a  good  positive  experience  so  iar 

this  year  wMi  an  average  of  75-80  studen'ts  attend- 
ing.  Our   goal,   this  year  is  to  average  between 
200-300   by  the  end  of  the  year.  God's  Spifit  is 
worldng  and  we  believe  this  is  a  realistic  goal. 
NEWMAN  CLUB: 

This  is  the  Catholic  organization  that  ministers 
basically  to  CathoMc  students  on  campois  but  also 
to  sitimulate  students  to  think  albout  and  co^nsider 
their  own  spiritual  Uves. 

So    far    we   have   worked    together   organizinig 
some  programs  and  seminars. 
COFFEE  HOUSE: 

There  are  seven  Coffee  House's  planned  for  the 
year.  The  goals  are  basically  these:  1)  to  bring 
top  rate  Christian  entertainment  to  the  campus, 
2)  to  have  a  ministry  in  music  to  Chrisitian  stu- 
dents, and  3)  to  have  an  evangeUstic  outreach  to 
non-Christian   students  through   music. 

Music  "specLks"  to  the  college  student  and  I 
feel  this  is  a  valuable  ministry  on  campus.  We 
have  had  one  Coffee  House  so  far  and  it  was 
very  successful. 

I  feel  very  good  about  being  a  part  of  what 
God  is  doing  on  Ashland  College  campus  this 
year.  Here  are  some  of  the  strong  points  of  the 
ministry,  along  with  some  goals  that  God  has  laid 
on  my  heart: 

1)  There  is  a  group  of  about  35  committed  Chris- 
tians -that  is  working  hard  through  these  differ- 
ent areas  to  glorify  Christ  and  make  Him  the 
issue   on  campus. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  I  woiuLd  like  to  see  this 
group  expand  to  50-75  and  also  expand  the 
minisitry  to  local  high  schools. 

2)  There  is  an  aitmosphere  of  love  and  concern 
among  all  the  Ohrdstians  this  year  that  has 
been  contagious.  I  would  Uke  to  see  it  continued 

-'pray  for  this. 


3)  The  Christian  Body  as  a  whoQe  has  been  in- 
volved in  local  churches.  This  is  good. 

I  would  Uke  to  develop  a  program  or  a  way 
to  get  "feed-back"  from  local  p2istors  as  to  how 
or  where  students  could  minister  and/or  how 
they  (the  pastors)  could  help  the  ministry  on 
campus. 

4)  There   are   right   now   200-300   involved   Chris- 
tians on  campus  ('in  varying  degrees). 

I  pray  that  this  expands  to  the  entire  enroll- 
ment at  Ashland  to  where  Ashland  becomes  a 
center   of   Christian   student  involvement  and 
would   be   feeding   many   or   all   of   Qiristian 
ministries  through  out  the  world. 
I  also  want  to  add  my  appreciation  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Brethren  Churches  that  has  made  this 
ministry   possible.   I   pray   that   all   the  Brethren 
would   see   the   tremendous   plans   that   God   has 
for  Ashland  College  and  would  support  the  min- 
istry of  their  campus  so  as  to  share  even  more  in 
the  joy  that  I  have  had  already. 


Mr.  Donald  Snell  is  a  member  of  The 
Winding  Waters  Brethren  Church  and  is  a 
first  year  student  at  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary.  A  graduate  of  Manchester  College, 
Don  taught  sixth  grade  in  the  Elkhart,  Indi- 
a7ia  Community  schools  before  joining  Cam- 
pus Crusade  for  Christ  in  1972.  He  served  as 
Director  of  Campus  Ci-usade  Ministries  on 
the  campus  of  California  State  University 
at  Los  Angeles  from  1972-75.  He  is  married 
and,  along  with  his  ivife,  Mary,  sons  Eric 
(6),  Matthew  (U  1/2),  and  dmighter  Rachelle 
(21  months),  resides  at  80  Sanucritan  Ave- 
nue, Apartm-ent  J,  Ashland,  Ohio  44.805. 


y/ 


CREATIVE  BIBLE 
TEACHING 


Since  last  faH  a  new  and  useful  training  pro- 
gram entitled  "Creative  Bible  Teaching"  program 
has  been  available  from  the  Board  of  Christian 
Education.  The  course  is  designed  to  be  used  by 


either  Individuals  or  groups  interested  in  improv- 
ing their  teaching  skills. 

"Creative  Bible  Teaching"  is  based  on  Lawrence 
O.  Richards'  book  by  the  same  title  and  was  de- 
signed and  field  tested  by  Rev.  James  Fields, 
chairman  of  the  training  Commiission.  Each  pack 
contains  Richards'  book  (a  $5.95  value),  a  C-60 
Resource  cassette  and  script,  and  a  student's  work- 
book. Additional  workbooks,  cassettes,  and  texts 
may  be  ordered  Individually. 

ORDER  BLANK 
Please  send: 
(1)   Creative  Bible  Teaching 

Pack(s)  @  $7.95* 


(2)  Resource  Cassette(s) 

(3)  Richards'   Creative 
Bible  Teaching 

(4)  Workbooks 


Send  To: 
Address: 


@  $2.95 

@  $5.95 
@  $  .35 
@  10/$3.25 


*A11  Prices  Plus  SMfjpinig 


Zip 
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SUCCESS  WITH  YOUTH 


"There  axe  two  ways  to  build  a  youth  group.  One 
is  to  recruit  it — the  other  is  to  grow  it.  Growing 
a  youth  group  must  become  a  priority  lor  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ.  God  has  already  entrusted 
some  children  to  your  churdh.  Will  you  keep  them, 
or  will  those  currently  in  your  pfiimary  department 
never  make  it  to  your  high  school  depantment?" 


WMirlybirds — (grades  2-3) 

Discovery  is  the  local  point  ol  this  excdtirag 
expressional  training  hour  program  lor  boys 
and  girls  of  primary  age.  It  enables  children 
to  discover  the  riches  of  Ohristian  truith. 

Jet  Cadets — ^(  grades  4-6) 

Understanding  is  the  basic  concept  of  this 
long  established  junior  age  expressional  train- 
ing hour  program.  It  is  successful  in  briniging 
active,  inquisitive  juniors  to  an  understanding 
of  the  Scripture  and  the  'Christian  Life. 

Alplia  Teens — (grades  7-9) 

Implementation  is  the  keynote  of  Alpha  Teens, 
a  program  that  leads  junior  Mgh  youth  toward 
spiritual  maturity.  It  ohaUeinges  the  young 
teens  to  go  into  action  ajid  to  Uve  the  Ohris- 
itian  Ijife  in  a  personal  and  practical  way. 

Omegas — ^(grades  10-12} 

Relating  is  the  emphasis  ol  Omega,  challeng- 
ing youth  to  grow  in  ithelr  daily  walk  with 
Christ  and  in  their  albUity  to  build  one  another 
and  communicate  their  faith  in  Christ. 


What  Is  A  "Success  With  Youth"  Membership? 

A  membership  in  Whirlybirds,  Jet  (Cadets,  Alpha 
Teens  and  Omega  provides  a  church  with  the 
most  creative,  effective  and  comiprehensdve  pro- 
grams and  resources  available  on  those  four  age 
levels.  All  materials  are  fresh  and  up-to-date  since 
new  curriculum  is  written  every  fo-ur  months.  Each 
trimester  (four  months)  you  receive  newly  created 
resources  in  program  materials.  A  year's  member- 
ship enables  you  to  create  your  own  Whirlybirds, 
Jet.  Cadets,  Alpha  Teens  or  Omega  niinlstry.  All 
of  the  'materials  allow  enough  .flexibility  to  enable 
you  to  choose  the  programs  and  the  resources  that 
thus  fit  the  needs  of  your  group  and  yoiir  style 
of  ministry. 

Your  membership  includes:  a  Starter  Kit  which 
contains  a  Sponsor's  Manual,  program  resources 
for  tfour  months,  ithe  Leadership  Library  and  sam- 
ples of  all  optional  accessories,  Continuinig  Kits 
which  contain  new  pro:gram  resources  for  the 
next  fo'ur  months,  Leadership  Library  supplemen- 
tal materials,  seasonal  bonus  pubhcations,  new 
accessory  and  promotional  samples,  newly  created 
or  reused  products  and  miscellaneous  helps  and 
a  Mail  'Coun'seUng  Service  which  assures  priority 
attention  whenever  you  have  a  question  about 
any  'Of  your  yo'uth  minisitry. 

Your  church  can  obtain  aH.  "Success  With 
Youth"  materials  from  (the  Board  of  Christian 
Education  for  more  information  write  and  ask 
for  their  1975-76  Resource  Catalog. 
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Church  Finance 


by  Manfred  Hoick  Jr. 


AVOIDING  INCOME  TAXES** 


You  do  it,  and  so  does  every  otiher  taxjpayer, 
inolu'ding  your  pais  tor.  You  avoid  ipayinig  the  taxes 
you  don't  owe. 

Whidh  is  much  dififerent  than  evading  taxes. 
Evade  Ithe  payment  of  taxes  you  owe,  and  you  mjay 
very  wedl  end  up  to  j^ail.  Avoid  paying  'taxes  you 
donlt  lowe  and  you're  up  ito  noithlng  rnore  than 
what  ^the  Internal  Revenue  Service  expects. 

Taxes  are  not  optlional.  You  don't  decide  Whether 
or  not  you  lare  going  to  ipay.  If  you  are  required 
to  pay,  you  pay. 

Unlike  other  taxes,  "though,  oomputirug  ifihe  in- 
come !tax  you  owe  is  left  up  to  you.  You  figure 
out  whalt  you  owe.  No  one  sends  you  a  bill.  Which 
means  you  have  ito  know  the  niles.  You  have  to 
know  what  is  taxable,  whalt  is  not. 

The  income  tax,  like  lany  tax,  is  not  a  voluntary 
tax  either.  No  one  expects  you  to  rn-aike  a  charit- 
lalble  contribultion  to  the  U.S.  Treas.ury  by  over- 
paytog  the  income  tax  you  owe.  You  are  expected 
to  pay  .What  you  owe,  no  more. 

Some  taxpayers,  however,  have  tmied  to  fmd 
Ways  An  which  they  could  reduce  taxes  by  "over- 
looktog"  certain  items.  That's  called  evadmg  taxes. 
It's  lUegal,  a  deliberate  attempt  to  pay  less  tax 
than  is  owed. 

Avoiding  the  paymenit  of  'taxes  is  sdmiply  'the 
prudent  and  correct  way  to  go  about  coimputing 
your  tax  lialbUity.  And  you  do  it  all  the  itime 
wtheither  you  realize  it  or  not.  OaJll  it  a  loophole  or 
a  tax  'break  lor  a  tax  ishelter  lOr  whatever,  there 
are  many  ways  in  which  you  are  aJbde  to  avoid 
paying  itaxes  you  don't  owe.  You  do  it,  so  does 
your  pastor. 

For  example,  you  deduct  the  cootributions  you 
make  to  yoiur  icongregaition  Ibecause  that's  a  way 
to  oreduce  taxaible  income  and  avoid  paying  rnore 
tax  ithan  you  owe.  Medical  expenses,  interest,  taxes 
— itJiese  lare  all  ways  to  which  you  can  legiaily  ire- 
duce  your  taxa.ble  tocome. 

Your  ;pa^or,  because  of  ordination  and  respon- 
siibilities  associated  with  being  a  miniisiter  of  the 
Gospel,  is  alble  to  avoid  taxes,  too,  more  taxes 
because  of  specdial  tax  (rules  uniquely  appillicaible 
to  clergy. 


The  most  important  item  to  clengy  for  reductog 
tax  liability  is  'the  exOlusion  from  mcome  of  the 
rental  value  of  a  parsonage  or  a  houstaig  allowance 
to  ithe  extent  used.  That  income  is  tax  free.  Be- 
sides, pastors  may  also  deduct  various  professional 
expenses  from  their  income  land  exclude  the  value 
of  certam  benefits  paid  on  itheir  behalf  by  theuir 
congregations,  mudh  the  same  as  many  other 
employees  do. 

;In  fact,  you  can  help  your  pasitor  tocrease  take 
home  pay  and  keep  tax  liability  at  no  moiie  'than 
is  required  stoi.ply  by  knowtog  the  laws  applicable 
to  clergy  and  then  arranging  youir  ipastor's  pay 
plian  accordtogly. 

Yoiur  pastor  doesn't  want  to  rpay  any  more  ^tax 
than  is  legally  due.  Neither  do  you.  But  the  way 
to  which  the  pastor  can  avoid  certain  tax  liabilities 
is  often  up  to  a  congregation.  Put  a  plan  Itogether 
riight  and  you  can  boost  youir  pastor's  net  take 
home  ipay,   sometimes  rather  drama'tically. 

And  that's  one  of  the  thtogs  this  syndicated 
column  is  all  about:  how  you  can  pay  your  pastor 
more  without  boosttog  your  Church  budget  very 
much,  isometimes  not  at  all.  Housmg,  pensions,  oar 
allowance,  insurance — ^these  and  many  more  items 
can  boosit  ipay,  cut  your  costs,  too,  as  well  as 
please  your  pastor  an  aiwful  lot,  if  you  do  it  right. 
I'll  be  wilittog  aboult  them  all  to  future  columns. 


'^'''Copyright  1975  by  Manfred  Hoick,  Jr. 
For  additional  information  en  this  or  other 
topics  related  to  church  or  clergy  finance, 
tvrite  to  the  author  in  care  of  this  newspaper 
or  magazine.  Mr.  Hoick  is  editor  of  CHURCH 
AND  CLERGY  FINANCE,  the  bi-weekly 
financial  newsletter  for  clergy. 
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WHEN  YOU  ARE  TIRED  AND  DISCOURAGED 


Ever  2iave  one  of  those  days  when  you  axe 
tired  and  discouraged  and  on  top  of  it,  you  don't 
feel  very  good?  It  can  happen  to  anybody — those 
times  when  you  feel  like  saying,  "Stop  the  world 
— •!  want  to  get  off."  Want  to  whip  the  blues  the 
next  time  you  are  tired  ajid  discouraged  and  do 
not  feel  very  good?  You  can!  These  guiidelines  are 
tested  and  tried,  and  they  are  guaranteed  to  pro- 
duce results. 

First:  When  you  are  tired  and  discouraged  and 
do  not  feel  very  good,  remember  the  prophet 
Elijah.  His  life  tells  us  that  even  spiritual  giants 
can  get  tired  and  discooiraged,  and  at  times  do  not 
feel  very  good.  The  Bible  tells  us  of  Elijah's  bout 
with  the  blues  in  I  Kinigs  19.  May  I  refresh  your 
memory? 

In  I  Kings  18  Scriipture  reooirds  Elijaih's  battle 
With  450  prophets  of  BaaJ.  God's  prophet  stands 
alone — a  bulwark  of  courage  and  faith,  and  the 
fire  comes  from  heaven,  vindicating  the  faith  of 
that  mighty  man  of  old.  But  in  the  next  chapter, 
Elijah  does  not  make  a  very  good  show;  for  he 
is  tired  and  discouraged.  In  fact,  he  cannot  even 
handle  one  woman — a  godless  queen  by  the  name 
of  Jezebel.  And  thus  tJhe  prophet  of  old  runs  for 
his  life  and  informs  Gk)d  he  is  ready  to  quit. 


The  Ufe  of  Elijah  tells  us  that  there  is  a  definite 
relationship  between  the  physical,  the  spiritual, 
and  the  emotional  aspects  of  Ufe.  You  can  not 
separate  these  three.  When  you  are  down  in  one, 
all  three  are  affected. 

When  Elijah  got  tired  and  discouraged,  he  for- 
got some  pretty  important  things — just  as  you 
may  have  done.  He  forgot  how  God  had  met  him 
in  bygone  days;  how  God  sent  ravens  to  feed  him 
at  Cherith;  how  God  sent  him  to  Zarephath  and 
there  miraoulously  brought  the  widow's  son  back 
to  hfe.  He  forgot  how  God  consumed  the  450  false 
projrfiets.  And  it  is  just  as  possible  that  you  have 
forgotten  some  pretty  important  answers  to  prayer 
yourself.  When  Elijah  was  tired  and  discouraged 
and  did  not  feel  very  good,  he  ran  just  as  far  as 
he  could  run,  and  hid  in  a  cave.  There  God  found 
him,  and  then  the  firewoilcs  started.  First  came 
a  wind,  then  an  earthquake,  a  fire,  and  finally 
the  small  voice  of  God.  God  asked,  "Elijah,  what 
are  you  doing  here?" 

The  next  time  you  feel  like  crawling  into  a  cave 
of  gloom,  remember  God's  question,  "What  are 
you  doing  here?" 

Suggestion  two:  when  you  are  tired  and  dis- 
couraged and  do  not  feel  very  good,  remember 
Jonah,  who  had  the  bout  with  the  great  fish. 
Remember  Jonah,  for  his  life  tells  us  that  real 
happiness  can  be  found  only  by  dodnig  the  will 
of  'God. 

There  are  lots  of  Jonahs  today,  walking  the 
streets  of  every  large  city  in  the  world,  men  and 
women  to  whom  God  has  said,  "Son,  daughter, 
give  me  your  heart."  But  they  turn  and  run  as 
far  as  they  can  go.  Their  lives  are  filled  with 
games,  songs,  cars,  cameras,  recorders,  and  on 
and  on.  They  are  like  the  captain  of  a  ship  Who 
turned  to  the  navigator  and  said,  "Where  are  we 
headed?"  The  reply  came  back,  "DonU  know,  sir; 
hut  we  are  making  very  igood  time." 

Perhaps  you  are  one  of  those  who  are  making 
very  good  time  going  nowhere?  Jonah's  life  tells 


November  1,  1975 


Page  Twenty-three 


us  that  real  happiness  comes  by  doing  ithe  will  of 
God.  God's  promise  is  sure:  "They  that  wait  upon 
the  Lord  shall  renew  their  strenigth;  they  shall 
mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles — ^they  shall  run 
and  not  be  weary;  they  shall  walk  and  not  faint" 
(Isa.  40:31). 

Finally,  do  not  despair  when  you  are  itired  and 
discouraged  and  do  not  feel  very  good.  We  all  feel 
like  this  at  times.  David  found  the  answer  when 
he  said,  "Wait  on  the  Lord;  be  of  good  courage, 
and  he  ^haU  strengthen  thy  heart:  wait,  I  say,  on 
the  Lord"  (Ps.  27:14).  This  is  the  answer  when  you 
are  tired  and  discouraged  and  do  not  feel  very 
good! 

''From  GUIDELINES  FOR  SUCCESS- 
FUL LIVING  by  Harold  J.  Sala.  Cojnjright 
1972  by  Baker  Book  House  Company  and 
used  by  permission. 


I  think  this  guideline  for  successful  living  from 
Harold  J.  Sala's  book  can  be  applied  to  almost  all 
of  us  at  one  time  or  another.  I  know  that  in  my 
own  life  there  have  been  times  when  I  have  felt 
tired  and  discouraged  and  felt  like  running  away 
and  hiding.  But  if  we  apply  these  truths,  we  can 
bounce  back,  because  of  the  renewing  of  our 
strength  by  the  Lord. 

Two  questions  for  thought  and/or  discussion: 

How  do  we  know  for  sure  when  we  ai«  doing 
the  wUl  of  God? 

We,  as  Christians,  have  the  Lord  (to  turn  to  in 
our  times  of  discouragement  and  weariness. 
Discuss  soime  of  the  things  that  unbelievers  turn 
to  in  times  like  this.  Do  you  think  that  some  of 
'them  eventually  do  turn  to  ithe  Lord  and  become 
Christians  because  they  cannot  find  rest  and  peace 
in  any  other  way? 

P.  D. 


COMe 
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Brethren  Laymen  of  Pennsylvania  District 


It's  ithe  day  after  our  Fall  Rally  of  Brethren 
Laymen  at  Brush  Valley  Chiurch,  Oct.  2,  1975. 
This  is  an  annual  event  'the  laymen  have  m  con- 
j'Unafiion  with  ithe  W.M.S.  and  the  Ministerium; 
mornings  separate,  aftemoons  together. 

The  iBrush  Valley  folk  are  ffine  hoslts.  Led  by 
pastor  iRev.  Tom  Kidder,  the  noon  food  was  ex- 
cellent and  tihe  services-ditto — . 

The  District  W.M.S.  arranged  the  afternoon 
program  :and  had  an  unusual  speaker.  Dr.  David 
Kohl,  a  surgeon  from  »tihe  Kittanntng  hospital, 
spoke  on  the  subject,  "The  Handling  of  Grief". 
A  fine  speech  and  a  good  question-answer  period. 

Twenty-one  men  ifrom  six  dififerenit  churches 
met,  Witji  president  Doyle  Paul  of  Berlin,  leading. 
A  devoitianal  period,  led  toy  hosrt  men  of  Brush 
Valley  Churdh,  preceded  a  business  session. 
Deoisdions: 

SPRING  RALLY  is  scheduled  for  Friday  eve- 
niing,  April  23,  1976,  8  ip.m.  at  the  Masontown 
Breitihren  Churdi. 

SPRING  RETREAT  is  isdheduled  for  Friday  eve- 


ning and  all  day  Saturday,  May  21-22,  1976  at 
Camp  Peniel. 

GOAL  for  1976  projects,  $1,000. 

Secretary  Wm.  Shultz  and  treasurer  Lester  Leidy 
agreed  that  we  have  $409.20  toward  a  '75  goal  of 
$900.  It  was  further  agreed  thaA  it  wMl  take  a 
little  stirring  among  men  of  un-reportted  dhurdhes 
to  meet  this  goal.  All  laymen  monies  are  to  be 
sent  to  Mr.  Leidy,  1199  Wm.  Penn  Ave.,  Cone- 
maugh.  Pa.  15909. 

A  reading  of  the  minutes  of  our  meeting  at  ithe 
July  District  Conference  showed  the  idivision  of 
the  '75  projeat  was  %  to  our  District  Mission 
Board  and  %  to  Pennsylvania  Brethren  Care. 
Further,  that  ithe  1975  oflicers  were  re-elected  to 
serve  in  1976.  They  are:  President,  Doyle  Paul; 
vice  president,  Sam  Anderson;  sectretary,  Wm. 
Shultz;  assistant  Secretary,  Earl  Ely;  treasurer, 
Lester  Leidy;  assistant  treasurer,  Floyd  Benshoiff ; 
Brotherhood  advisor,  James  Maokail;  Ministerial 
assodialte,  Rev.  C.  Wm.  Coile. 

Flloyd  S.  Benshoff 
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Memorials 


MACKALL 

Edward  T.  Mackall,  77,  R.D.  1  Mineral  Point, 
Pa.,  died  September  21,  1975.  He  is  siurvived  by 
Ihis  'Widow,  former  Bertha  Covalt;  son,  Glenn  L. ; 
daughters,  Mrs.  Robert  (Winona)  Hildebrand  and 
Mrs.  William  (Faye)  Reddinger;  and  sister,  Mrs. 
Eva  Walk.  Member  of  Vinco  Breithi-en  Church, 
Where  for  many  years  he  was  Sunday  School 
Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of  the  church. 
Funeral  service  was  held  at  John  A.  Baker  Funeral 
Chapel,  ConemaUigh,  Pa.  Interment,  Benshoff  Hill 
Cemetery. 


FBESH 

Miss  Elda  M.  Fresh,  Canemauigh,  R.D.  1,  Pa. 
died  September  20,  1975,  at  Lee  Hoispirtal,  Johns- 
town. Bom  in  East  Taylor  Townslhlp,  daugihiter  of 
George  and  Emily  (Diamond)  Fresh.  Preceded  in 
death  by  parents;  brothers,  Willard  and  Ira;  and 
sister,  Ei-ma  RusseU.  Survived  by  sister,  Mrs.  Cora 
Peters,  and  brother,  Stanley.  She  recently  donated 
the  beautiful  36  acre  farm,  site  of  future  Brethren 
Care  of  Pa.  District.  School  teacher  for  39  years 
in  area.  Funeral  service  was  held  September  23. 
Interment  Wesley  Chapel  Cemetery. 


MEMBERSHIP  GROWTH 

Washington,  DC — 7  by  baptism,  1  by  letter 
Sarasota,  FL — 4  by  baptism 
Mulvane,  KS — 6  by  baptism,  2  iby  letter 
Stoclrton,  CA — 4  by  baptism,  1  by  letter 
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A  Church  That  Cares 
UDELL,  IOWA 


In  'the  three  and  a  hadf  years  (that  I  have  been 
at  Udell,  Iowa,  I've  seen  a  lot  of  changes  made. 
The  dhurcih  edMce  has  been  repaired  and  re- 
decorated; because  the  people  wanted  a  place  to 
Worship  in  ithat  they  could  be  proud  of,  and  most 
of  laU  one  that  God  would  be  happy  with.  We  have 
seen  the  interior  and  exterior  of  the  church  build- 
ing redecorated,  the  realization  of  the  purchase  of 
pews  and  a  new  piano.  Last  winter  the  congrega- 
tion was  concerned  for  'the  young  people,  resulting 


in  completely  remodeling  and  re-decarattng  the 
Church  basement  so  the  youth  would  have  a  place 
to  come  to.  We  have  seen  as  many  as  25-30  young 
people  out  for  their  mid-week  youth  service.  This 
is  a  day  tJiat  we  see  the  younger  igeneration  leaving 
the  Church  for  things  of  the  world,  but  we  stUl 
have  a  good  attendance  of  young  people,  because 
a  church  cared.  I'm  proud  to  be  their  Pastor. 

Pastor  David  S.  Manning 


STOCKTON.  CALIFORNIA 


News  from  the  Biretihren  Ohuncih  of  Stockton 
reveialls  that  a  variety  of  activities  have  been  pro- 
vided by  quite  a  bolt  of  vim,  vigor  and  vitality 
and  have  provided  momeotuin  for  wonderful  fel- 
lowship thirougihouit  the  congregation. 

Activities  such  as:  a  pancake  breakfast  hosted 
by  "July-ers"  (a  group  oif  20  or  more  who  cele- 
brated their  birthdays  in  July)  and  which  con- 
sisted of  a  "mouth-watering"  menu  of  a  variety 
of  pancakes,  sliced  ham,  fruit  juice  and  an  ample 
supply  of  coffee.  — ^An  ouitlnig  for  the  young  people 
at  which  they  donned  life  jackets  and  climbed  into 
inner  tubes  for  a  trip  down  the  rapids  of  fthe 
Mokelumine  Hiver. — ^A  travelogue  by  Steve  Creson, 
a  reservist  in  the  United  States  Navy,  of  his  trav- 
els, especiaMy  of  a  'Mediterranean  cruise  which 
afforded  him  .the  oppo'rtunity  to  visit  ports  in 
Sicily,  Italy,  Greece,  France,  Spain  land  Portugal. 
Included  were  many  slides  tiaken  while  on  a  2-day 
tour    of    Rome.    Refreshments    provided    by   (the 


local  WMS  group  followed  the  90  minute  program 
entitled,  "Travel  and  Tesrtimony". 

A  memorial  has  been  established  to  memory  of 
the  iaite  Malbel  Dunn,  which  will  be  used  to  pur- 
chase 100  new  hymnals  to  be  duly  tascribed.  A 
supplementary  gift  from  the  Nappanee,  Indiana 
Brethren  Vacation  Bible  School  love  project' 
through  pastor  Alvin  SMifflett  wMl  be  used  to 
purchase  suitalble  storage  racks  for  the  new  song 
books. 

Miss  JuMe  Lawson,  recently  added  to  the  mem- 
bership roU  by  ibapitism,  is  now  servmg  at  an 
Orphanage  to  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico.  Another  daughter 
of  Pasitor  and  Muriel  Dawson,  Debbie,  is  now 
servmg  with  the  ME.NNONITE  VOLUNTEER 
SEIRVICE  to  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

This  report  hias  been  compiled  from  a  news 
letter  submitted  Iby  Ruith  T.  iCreson,  Recording 
Secretary  of  the  Stockton  Brethren  Church. 
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CLERGYMAN  PREACHES  SERMON 
ON  ETERNAL  LIFE,  THEN  DIES 

EMERADO,  N.D.  (EP)  —  Meilville  S.  Taylor 
preached  about  eternal  Hfe,  said  he  loved  his 
family  but  would  be  wiU'ing  to  go  if  the  Lord 
called  him. 

Then  he  died,  ooHapsding  at  the  pulpit. 

The  71-year-old  retired  Foursquare  minister  had 
been  guest  preacher  for  the  day  at  the  Baseview 
Assembly  of  God  church  here. 

He  said  when  he  started  to  preach  that  he  hadn't 
realized  untD  he  stood  up  there  what  the  Lord 
wanted  him  to  talk  about,"  said  the  Rev.  Siteven 
Robbins,  Baseview  pastor. 

Then  he  talked  about  eternal  life.  He  stated  in 
his  message  that  he  loved  his  family,  but  that  if 
the  Lord  chose  to  take  hiim  home  he  was  prepared 
to  go  right  now. 

A  moment  later,  Pastor  Robbins  said,  Mr.  TayloT 
isitumibled  and  fell  off  the  podium,  apparently  after 
siuiffering  a  heart  attack.  Men  itried  to  revive  him 
with  chest  massage  and  mouth-'to-imouth  tech- 
niques, but  he  was  pronounced  dead  later  at  a 
Grand  Forks  hospital. 

Mrs.  John  Eskridge,  who  was  playing  the  piano 
at  the  service,  said  she  and  'Oithers  were  atunined 
by  the  experience.  It  was  just  Jake  a  real-life  drama, 
She  said. 

Pastor  Ro'bbins  said  'that  Mr.  Taylor  had  said 
at  several  times  that  he  wanted  the  Lord  to  take 
him  while  he  was  preaching. 

I  felt  personally  he  wouldn't  have  been  satisfied 
going  any  other  way.  There  is  no  greater  honor 
than  to  be  called  home  while  doing  what  God 
called  you  to  do. 


SEE  TURKEY  SWEPT  BY 
RELIGIOUS   ZEAL 

ANKARA  (EP) — Schools  for  Muslim  clerics  are 
springing  up  in  abundance,  according  to  the  New 
York  Times  Setrviice  wihich  added  that  the  effect 
of  widespread  religious  zeal  is  dampening  'beer 
drinking  and  pornography  sales. 

"Religious  fervor  has  spread  across  this  nation 
of  Moslems  in  two  years  despite  Turkey's  being 
officially  a  secular  state,"  the  report  said. 

The  role  of  religion  in  Turkey  'has  been  limited 
by  law  since  the  heyday  of  Turkey's  great  mod- 
emizer,    Mustafa   Kemal   A'taturk. 

The  symptoms  of  piety  were  seen  to  stem  large- 
ly from  the  efforts  of  Deputy  Premier  Necmettin 
Erbakan,  head  of  the  rightjwing  National  Salva- 
tion party  w'hich  has  eigiht  of  the  30  seats  in 
Turkey's  conservative  coalition  cahinet. 


BIBLICAL  REFERENCE  AS  BET  TIPS 
COST  STATION  ITS  LICENSE 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EPj— Betting  tips  dis- 
guised as  scriptural  references  has  cost  Radio 
Station  WOOK  its  license,  according  to  the  Federal 
Communications  Commiission. 

The  FCC  said  winning  bets  were  broadcast  in 
an  illegal  secret  "numbers"  game  which,  among 
other  infraotions,  caused  the  government  to  lift 
the  license  of  WOOK  operated  by  United  Broad- 
casting Co.,  Inc. 


TOTAL  PROHIBITION  URGED 
BY  INDIRA  GANDHI 

NEW  DELHI  (EP) — ^Concern  over  India's  grow- 
ing "alcohol  problem"  has  prompted  Prime  Min- 
ister Indira  Gandhi  to  call  for  total  prohibition. 

She  said  at  a  recent  public  meeting  here  that 
drinking  of  alcoholic  beverages  had  to  be  dealt 
with  before  it  became  "a  more  serious  problem." 

Mrs.  Gandhi  suggested  to  officials  of  the  ruling 
Congress  Party  that  they  should  consider  a  otia- 
tional  movement  against  beverage  alcohol. 

According  to  the  Indian  Constitution,  "the  'State 
shall  endeavor  to  brting  about  the  prohibition  of 
'the  consumption,  except  for  medicinal  purposes,  of 
intoxicating  drinks." 

In  1968,  the  Congress  Party  asked  state  govern- 
ments to  phase  out  alcoholic  beverages  by  1976. 

Most  Indian  states  tried  to  introduce  prohibition 
after  independence  in  1947.  But  'they  gradually 
realized  that  they  were  losing  money  in  excise 
taxes  on  liquor  and  'that  bootlegging  was  ibeooankng 
a  trivlng  business. 

Despite  the  constitutional  disapproval  of  alco- 
holic drinks,  virtually  all  Indian  states  have  relaxed 
earher-enaoted  dry  laws. 


YFC  LAUNCHES  RADIO  BROADCAST 

WHEATON,  111.  (EP)— Youth  for  Chris-t,  Int'l. 
known  for  its  high  school  campus  clubs  and  its 
prize-winning  magazine  Campus  Life,  adds  to  its 
world-wide  ministries  a  radio  broadcast  beginning 
Sept.  1. 

The  Monday  throu^  Friday  proigram  called 
"Family  Forum"  features  YFC  president  Jay 
Keslar  in  a  "Dear  Abby"  styled  broadcsast. 

For  five  minutes  each  day,  Keslar  will  answer 
a  problem  letter.  His  purpose  is  to  promote  better 
understanding  -in  the  home. 
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'GALLOPING  GOURMET'  GIVES 
HIS   CHRISTIAN   TESTIMONY 

SANTA  ROSA,  Oaiif.  (EP)  ^Graham  Kerr,  the 
"Galloping  Gourmet"  o£  TV  fame,  was  a  guest 
speaker  at  the  Christian  Life  Center  here. 

Mr.  Kerr  and  his  wife  appeared  with  Jerry 
Lucas,  former  professional  basketball  player,  to 
give  their  testimoniies  oonoerning  how  they  became 
Chrisitians. 

Mr.  Lucas  demomstrajted  his  memory  techniques 
wiHh  which  he  has  memorized  extensive  portions 
of  (the  Bible,  Whole  telephone  books  and  other 
mind-boiggling  feats  of  informaition  re-tenition. 


GRAHAM  SEES  THE  U.S.  NEARING 
'AWAKENING'  IN  RELIGIOUS  INTEREST 

NEW  YORK  (EP)— Evangelist  BUly  Graham 
said  here  he  has  found  evidence  that  the  United 
States  may  be  eniterting  a  fourth  "Great  Awaken- 
ing" of  religious  interest. 

Addressing  a  luncheon  at  the  Overseas  Presis 
Club,  the  famed  preaaher  noted  'that  the  ■three 
'historic  "awakenings"  iin  American  histoiry  began 
in  1734,  1800,  ajnd  1850,  respectively. 

"I  believe  that  we  are  now  possibly  in  'the  fourth 
Great  Awakening,"  Mr.  Graham  said.  "Evidences 
abound  everywhere.  One  has  only  to  remember 
the  condifflon  of  ithe  Ghurohes  aind  reUgioios  insfi- 
tuitions  ait  'the  beginning  of  World  War  11.  Church 
budgets  couid  not  be  met.  Churches  were  prac- 
tically empty,  and  religion  was  not  news.  That 
has  all  changed." 

Mr.  Graham  was  asked  to  coimment  on  the  r'ise 
of  What  has  been  called  "new  evangelicalism,"  as 
exemplified  by  sudh  periiodioals  as  the  Post- 
American  which  are  developing  a  leftist  political 
thrust  tied  to  an  evangelical  theology. 

"I  am  orthodox  theologically  but  I  do  not  have 
a  quarrel  with  a  man  if  he  is  Uberal  or  conser- 
vative in  his  politics,"  the  evangelist  said,  adding, 
"I  do  not  consider  myself  a  rank  conservative 
sociologically  or  poMtically." 

With  regard  to  differing  political  movements 
among  evangelicals,  he  commented,  "I  do  see  the 
possibility  of  splintering,  and  I  hope  that  wMl  not 
take  place,  because  I  think  there  will  be  splintering 
and  dividing  over  the  wrong  things." 

Mr.  Graham  said  he  had  recently  discussed  the 
matter  with  ihis  ibrotiher-iin4aw,  evangelist  Leig'hton 
Ford,  land  affirmed  that  he  (hopes  to  be  able  to  act 
as  a  "healer"  in  patdhing  up  any  riflts  anaong 
evangelicals. 


ZAMBIAN  JOURNAL  CHARGES 
FAILURE  BY  THE  CHURCHES 

LUSAKA,  Zambia  (EP) — ^A  daily  newspapyer 
here  ihas  lamenited  the  failiure  of  Christian  dhurch- 
es  in  Zamibia  to  attract  many  people  to  the  min- 
istry— as  priests,  ministers,  preadhers,  elders  or 
even  catechists — ^at  a  time  when  the  country  is 
in  "dire  need"  of  spiritual  renewal. 

While  noting  'that  "the  majority  of  our  leaders 
.  .  .  are  the  products  of  the  Churches  and  the 
Ohnistian  faith,"  the  Zambia  Daily  Mail's  editorial 
podnted  out  'that  "'it  cannot  be  said  that  ithe  Church- 
es have  attracted  m'any  Zamihians  to  'their  sc'rvice." 


BAPTIST   CALLS  ON  PROTESTANTS 
TO   STAND   AGAINST  ABORTION 

LAFAYETTE,  Tex.  (EP)— A  Southern  Baptist 
minister  has  called  on  Protestants  to  "recharge 
and  recommit"  themselves  to  the  fight  aigainst 
albortion. 

"We  cannot  give  up  the  'fight,  for  the  Lord's 
sake,  for  the  sake  of  the  unborn,  and  for  the 
nation's  sake,"  said  the  Rev.  Robert  Holbrook  of 
HallettsviUe,  Tex.,  founder  and  coordinator  of 
Baptists  for  Life. 

He  told  the  Acadiana  Right  to  Life  cihapter  here 
of  the  long  history  of  Protestant  oon'cem  for  life, 
against  abortion,  and  declared  that  abortion  is  not 
a  denominational  issue. 

"Calvin  called  it  a  heino'US  sin;  Luther  said  it 
was  murder,  the  English  refo'rmers  co'ndemned  it 
as  the  taking  away  of  life,"  Mr.  Holbrook  said. 
"In  more  recent  times,  B.  H.  Carroll,  founder  of 
the  Texas  Baptists,  said  abortion  was  a  violation 
of  the  Fifth  Commandment,  'Thou  shall  not  kill.'  " 

Mr.  Holbrook  said  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
decision  liberalizing  abortion  .tends  to  reverse  the 
original  intent  of  the  Constituition,  which  was 
to  reflect  God's  justice. 


NEW  BOOKS 

Angels,  God's  Secret  Agents,  by  Billy  Graham 
(Doubleday)  $4.95.  The  Growing  Local  Church, 
by  Donald  J.  MacNair  (Baker)  $7.95.  UFO's,  What 
On  Eai-th  Is  Happening,  by  John  Weldon  with 
Zola  Levitt  (Harvest  House),  $2.95.  Kim,  by  Hugh 
Steven  with  Kim  Wickes  (Harvest  House),  $2.95. 
Raptured,  by  Tom  McCaU  and  Zola  Levitt  (Har- 
vest House),  $2.95.  The  Good  Hand  of  Our  God, 
by  Ruth  Hitchcock  (Coo'k),  $6.95.  Courage  and 
Submission,   by  Stanley   CoMins    (Regal),   $1.45. 


DR.  JACKSON  REMINDS  BLACK 
BAPTISTS  OF  THE  RISE  EV 
'OTHER  MINORITIES' 

ST.  LOUIS  (EP)— Dr.  Joseph  H.  Jackson,  presi- 
dent of  'the  National  Baptist  Convention,  U.S.A., 
Inc.,  told  the  annual  meeting  here  of  the  nation's 
largest  black  denomination  that  black  people  must 
become  aware  that  they  "no  longer  hold  the 
exclusive  on  the  struggles  and  the  problems  oif 
civil  rig'hts." 

He  told  more  than  15,000  delegates  and  guests 
in  Kiel  Auditorium  that  "many  other  mino'rities 
have  already  increased  in  the  United  States  of 
America.  The  American  Indians  are  now  assert- 
ing 'themselves  and  there  are  many  persons,  from 
Cuba,  Puerto  Rico,  Vietnam,  Cambodia,  and  many 
from  other  lands  and  flro'm  the  isles  -of  the  sea. 
There  is  a  growin'g  number  of  poorer  whites  who 
cire  now  keenly  aware  that  they  too  are  among 
the  underprivileged  rninorles  in  America." 

The  black  Baptist  leader  cih'allenjged  Am'ericans 
to  "find  a  way  by  which  she  can  correct  the  evils 
without  sitting  in  judgment  on  our  entire  system; 
that  'She  can  coTreet  all  of  the  errors  in  local  and 
national  communities,  withoujt  stigmatizing  the 
whole  nation." 
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A  GROWING  CHURCH 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


—  Thessalonica 


by  George  W.  Solomon 


We  have  a  beautiful  picture  of  the  Church  when 
it  w^as  new;  when  it  was  not  far  removed  from 
the  time  of  Christ  in  the  Book  of  Aots  and  the 
Epistles  of  the  New  Testament.  It  was  a  time  when 
the  church  grew  at  an  amazing  rate,  so  much  so 
that  the  Apostles  were  described  as  "those  who 
have  turned  the  world  upside  down."  Wouldn't  it 
he  great  if  the  church  today  would  -grow  at  sudh 
a  rate  ^that  it  shook  up  the  secular  world!  I  have 
igone  back  to  study  these  New  Testament  Churches 
to  see  if  I  could  discover  what  it  was  that  en- 
abled them  to  be  such  dynamic,  growing  and  vital 
entities  in  God's  hands  to  accomplish  his  purpose 
in  their  time.  I  have  done  this,  hoping  and  praying, 
that  once  known,  these  same  factors  might  be 
applied  and  tested  in  the  churdh  of  today. 

I  began  with  a  study  of  the  Thessalonian  Church 
because  there  are  a  numiber  of  characteristics 
possessed  by  this  church  so  clearly  spelled  out  for 
us.  Acts  17:1-4  provides  the  historical  record  con- 
cerning the  birth  of  this  church  and  the  first  chap- 
ter of  the  first  letter  Paul  wrote  to  this  church 
presents  in  detail  some  very  im,portant  character- 
istics of  this  church.   (I  Thess.  1) 

This  church  was  bom  under  the  ipreachinig  of 
the  Gospel  which  caused  the  people  to  turn  to 
God  from  serving  idols  and  to  wait  expectantly  for 
Jesus'  return.  Preaching  is  not  always  popular  but 
Paul  reminds  the  Corinthians  that  "It  pleased  God 
by  'the  foolishness  of  preaching  to  save  them  that 
believe."  Preaching  may  take  different  forms  but 
to  accomiplish  God's  purposes,  the  message  must 
always  be  the  same — ^the  Gospel,  the  good  news 
of  salvation  in  Jesus  Christ!  The  Gospel  came 
to  these  people  not  only  in  word  but  in  power.  Mere 
words  could  never  have  changed  these  people.  The 
Gospel  came  in  power!  The  Gospel  always  co^mes 
in  power!  There  is  an  inherent  power  in  the  Gospel 
(see  Ro.  1:16)  that  is  the  only  power  that  could 
change  the  Uves  of  the  people  of  Thessalonica. 
And  it  is  the  only  pow^er  in  the  world  today  that 
can  turn  the  people  of  our  generation  to  God  f  ro-m 
serving  the  idols  (false  gods)  of  sex,  wealth  and 
power.  And,  if  you  will  look  closely,  you  will  see 
that  it  was  the  Holy  Spirit  that  pushed  the  buitton 
that  released  this  linherent  power  in  ithe  Gospel.  It 
is  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  convict  of  sin, 
riglhteousness  and  judgment  ^vhenever  and  wher- 
ever the  Gospel  is  proclaimed.  And  His  minisitry 
was  visible  in  the  church  ,in  Thessalonica.  AnO'ther 
thing  that  captivated  my  attention  was  that  the 
Gospel  was  preached  to  these  people  in  much 
assuTELnce.  The  proclaimer  of  the  Gospel  must  pre- 


sent the  CJospel  with  assurance!  No  one  who 
doubts  'the  Gospel's  power  to  save  the  worst  of 
sinners  from  death  and  hell  should  even  co'nsider 
proclaiming  it !  The  Gospel  must  be  presented  with 
much  assurance.  And  it  must  be  received  with  the 
same  assurance.  One  does  not  become  a  Christian 
by  saying  "I  hope  this  works!  I  hope  the  preacher 
knows  what  he  is  talking  about!"  One  becomes  a 
Christian  when  the  Holy  S.piriit  bears  witness  with 
his  spirit  so  the  hearer  cam  say,  "I  know  whom 
I  have  believed,  and  am  persuaded  that  He  is 
able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed  unto 
Him  ag'ainst  that  day."  (II  Tim.  1:12)  John  says, 
"These  things  have  I  written  (a  way  of  proclaim- 
ing the  Gospel )  unito  yo u  that  believe  on  the  name 
of  the  Son  of  God;  that  ye  may  KNOW  that  ye 
have  eternal  Ufe  ..."  (I  Jn.  5:13).  In  this  new 
and  igrowinig  church  the  Gospel  was  central  in  the 
preaching  and  teaching  minis,try  an-d  the  presence 
and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  visibly  at  work. 
This  must  also  be  true  of  the  church  of  today  if 
it  is  to  grow!  The  Gospel  must  provide  the  heart 
beat  for  every  message  and  every  lesson  and  the 
person  entrusted  with  the  Good  News  must  share 
it  in  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  with  great 
assurance.  Only  thetn  can  God  be  expected  to  give 
the  increase! 

This  church's  growth  was  definied  by  its  "wo'rk 
of  faith,  "labor  of  love",  "patience  of  hope",  all 
centered  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  "Work  of  faith" 
is  work  inspired  by  faith.  Many  believe  that  if 
they  do  enough  good  in  the  world  aH  will  be  fine. 
But  faith  must  be  the  base  of  Christian  works  if 
they  are  to  be  accepted  by  God.  And  it  is  also  faith 
from  which  every  Christian  virtue  springs. 
".  .  .  giving  all  diligence  add  to  your  faith  virtue 
.  .  .  knowledge  .  .  .  temperance  .  .  .  patience  .  .  . 
godliness  .  .  .  brotherly  kindness  .  .  .  charity. 
(II  Peter  1:5-7)  And  James  very  pointedly  tells  us 
that  "Faith  without  works  is  dead."  (James  2:17) 
The  faith  of  the  Thessalonians  was  a  living  faith 
for  it  was  accompanied  by  works! 

Next  PaiH  speaks  of  their  "labor  of  love"  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Love  is  that  which  flows 
through  ithe  Christian  giiving  life.  Without  -the  love 
of  Christ  there  can  be  no  real  Ufe  for  the  behever. 
Without  love  in  the  life  of  the  toehever  there  is 
no  real  life.  Love  begets  spiritual  Me;  spiritual 
life  eminates  love — love  for  Christ  and  love  for 
our  fellow  beings.  Life  without  love  is  not  spirit- 
ual Ufe!  To  assume  spiritual  life  where  ithere  is 
no  love  is  a  false  assuanption !  This  church  labored 
because  they  loved  the  Lord!    It  was  labor  for 
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love's  sake  alone!  May  the  ahurch  of  today  let 
the  love  of  Christ  come  in,  shine  out_  and  work 
■throuigih  it! 

This  church  exercised  patience — ^patience  in  hope. 
Hope  is  the  light  we  follow  in  our  darkest  hours. 
This  hope  is  not  wishful  thinking,  or  an  "I  hope 
so"  thing.  It  is  a  hope  that  rests  solidly  in  the 
promises  of  God  who  cannot  lie.  It  is  hope  in  the 
promise  that  Jesus  is  coming  again  for  His 
Church!  And  while  the  Thessalonian  Christians 
were  confused  about  the  manner  and  time  of  His 
coming,  yet  they  believed  in  it.  There  are  differ- 
ences of  opinion  and  interpretajtion  in  ithe  church 
today  about  some  of  the  details  surrounding  His 
Second  Coming  and  we  should  study  the  Scriptures 
to  learn  all  we  can  about  this  wonderful,  future 
event.  But  knowing  all  the  details  is  secondary 
to  beUeving  in  the  promise.  Jesus  is  coming  again! 
This  we  must  believe!  The  Thessalonians  believed 
that  and  aU  they  did — every  "work  of  faith",  every 
"labor  of  love",  aU  the  patience  of  hope  exercised 
was  in  the  light  of  this  fact.  They  waited,  and 
looked  for,  and  longed  after,  and  lived  in  expec- 
tation of  the  Lord's  return  from  heaven. 

The  growth  of  the  Thessalonian  Church  could 
be  measured  in  their  faith,  love  and  hope  and  in 
their  work,  labor  and  patience.  We  hear  a  lot  today 
about  setting  numerical  goals  and  these  are  im- 
portant. We  need  to  set  such  goals  for  ourselves. 
And  progress  can  and  should  be  measured  in  this 
way.  But  if  this  is  the  only  way  progress  can  be 
seen  and  measured,  -we  may  be  Just  getting  fatter 
rather  than  growing.  We  should  also  be  able  to 
measure  grciwth  in  terms  of  faith,  love  and  hope 
and  in  the  exercise  of  work,  labor  and  patience. 

There  is  one  very  important  thing  that  we  must 


not  overlook.  This  "Work  of  faith",  "laibor  of  love", 
and  "patience  of  hope"  spoken  of  was  not  that 
of  the  Apostle  Paul,  their  founder  and  pastor.  It 
was  the  faith,  love,  and  hope  of  the  people — ^the 
work,  labor  and  patience  of  the  members  of  the 
church.  Paul  wrote  this  letter  to  the  Church  and 
he  says  to  them,  "I  remember  YOUR  work  of  faith, 
etc.  These  were  qualities  possessed  by  the  laity! 
No  church  can  grow  that  depends  totally  on  the 
strength  of  the  pastor's  faith,  love  and  hope  or 
on  the  pastor's  work,  labor  and  patience  alone. 
These  must  be  qualities  possessed  by  ithe  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  if  the  Church  is  to  /possess  the 
ability  to  sustain  growth! 

These  qualities  were  so  evident  in  the  Thessa- 
lonian Church  that  they  became  examples  to  all 
the  believers  in  Macedonia  and  Aohaia.  From  this 
church  the  Word  went  out  far  and  wide.  The'ir 
influence  was  forever  expanding! 

It  is  only  by  the  power  of  God  that  any  church 
can  grow.  But  he  must  have  hands  and  feet  and 
voices — our  hands  to  build,  our  feet  to  go,  our 
voices  to  hear  witness,  if  the  church  is  to  grow. 

I  firmly  believe  that  the  Brethren  Church  i3 
rousing  from  an  hypnotic  lethai-gy  that  has  stifled 
life  and  smothered  growth.  I  believe  that  God  is 
shaking  us  awake  that  he  might  do  a  wonderful 
work  in  our  midst.  I  believe  the  Brethren  Church 
is  not  only  coming  to  life,  but  beginninig  to  grow! 
May  we  commit  ourselves  to  works  of  faith, 
labors  of  love,  and  patience  in  hope  grounded  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  As  the  power  of  God  knows 
no  limits,  let  us  stretch  our  faith  beyond  the  limit 
of  our  own  strength  and  ability  that  it  may  rest 
in  the  power  of  Him  with  whom  all  things  are 
possible. 
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NAE  AND  NRB  COIVIBINE  FOR 
BICENTENNIAI.  CONVENTION  IN  CAPITAL 

WHEATON,  111.— Two  thousand  pastors,  lay- 
people,  and  radio  and  TV  perso^nnel  are  expected 
to  attend  the  Bicentennial  combined  conventions 
of  'the  National  Association  of  Evangelicals  and 
the  National  ReUgious  Broadoasters  at  ithe  Shore- 
ham  Americana  Hotel  in  Washington,  D.C.,  Feb. 
22-25,  1976. 

Public  sessions  will  feature  as  speakers  Con- 
gressman John  B.  Conlan  (R.-Ariz.)  on  Sunday 
evening  (Feb.  22);  Dr.  Harold  J.  Ockenga,  presi- 
dent, Gordon-Conwell  Seminary  (Feb.  23) ;  Dr. 
J.  h'.  Jackson,  president.  National  Baptist  Conven- 
tion, U.S.A.  (Feb.  24) ;  and  Dr.  BiUy  Graham  at  the 
concluding  banquet  (Feb.  25). 

Prayer  and  Bible  study  speaker  will  be  Dr, 
George  Sweeting,  president.  Moody  Bible  Insti 
tute;  and  luncheon  speakers  wall  include  Mr, 
Richard  Wiley,  chairman,  Federall  Communica 
tions  Commission  (Feb.  24),  and  Dr.  David  L 
McKenna,  president,  Seattle  Pacific  College  (Feb. 
25). 

Governor  Reubin  O.D.  Askew  of  Florida  has 
been  invited  to  speak  at  the  Congressional  Break- 
fast on  Tuesday  morning,  Feb.  23.  Practical  work- 
shops on  contemporary  issues  will  also  be  offered 
throughout  the  course  of  the  gatherinig. 

In  conjunction  with  the  convention,  200  exhibit- 
ors in  the  evangelical  market  will  display  maiterials 
and  services  "Saluting  the  Bicentennial  of  ilhe 
Nation"  at  the  NAE/NRB  Church  and  Media 
Exposition. 

Information  concerning  the  convention  may  be 
secured  from  NAE,  P.O.  Box  28,  Wheaton,  IL 
60187. 


a   book   review 


What  They  Did  Bight  by  Virginiia  Heam  (Tyndale 
House  Publishers,  1974.  294  pp.) 

Virginia  Heam  asked  friends  Who  have  grown 
up  without  bitterness  against  their  parents  to 
describe  "what  their  parents  did  right."  These 
thirty-eight  writers  share  some  bad  as  well  as  good 
they  remember  about  growing  up.  They  do  honor 
to  their  fathers  and  mothers  by  telling  the  truth 
in  love. 

There  are  all  types  of  people  and  situations 
included.  Some  homes  were  Baptist,  some  Presby- 
terian, some  Lutheran,  some  Brethren,  some 
Christian  and  Missionary  Alliance,  some  CaMiohc. 
Parents  were  farmers,  ministers,  truck  drivers, 
editors,  salesmen,  teachers,  businessmen,  and  mis- 
sionaries. Some  homes  had  only  one  parent,  some 
had  only  one  child,  and  some  had  lots  of  Children. 
So  out  of  this  diversity  come  these  interesting 
a  utobi  ogr  aphies. 

One  waiter  is  Robert  W.  Smith,  a  college  pro- 
fessor with  three  children.  He  gives  an  observa- 
tion. "When  one  sees  churches  of  the  1970s  at  the 
two  extremes  of  the  theological  spectrum — strong 
on  social  gospel  but  with  no  personal  commitment 
to  Christ,  or  strong  on  personal  redemption  but 
with  no  concern  for  the  American  Indian,  black, 
or  Ohicano — ^he  wonders  if  anyone  brings  them 
both  together,  Dad  and  Mother  did."  He  goes  on 
to  tell  how  they  shared  with  the  poor,  the  pris- 
oners, and  an  Lnvalid  j)arent. 

AU  of  these  writers  have  one  thing  In  common. 
Each  one  affirms  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  of  life. 
They  give  credit  to  the  influence  of  parents  who 
were  touched  by  Good's  grace. 

— Julia  Flora 
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INDIANA 

WABASH    WKUZ-FM    95.9   8:00   a.m.   Sun. 
HUNTINGTON    WHLT-AM    1300    1:30    p.m.    Sun. 
COLUMBIA   CITY   WHLT-FM    103.1    1:30   p.m.   Su 

PENNSYLVANIA 

ALTOONA   WHGM-FM    103.9  2:30  p.m.   Sun 

OHIO 

URBANA   WCOM-FM   101.7  8:00  a.m.   Sun. 
ASHLAND   WNCO-FM    101.3   9:00   a.m.    Sun. 
ASHLAND    WRDL-FM    89.5    11:30   a.m.    Sun. 
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MOVING  TO  NEW  ADDRESS? 

Please  nofify  us  at  least 
3  weeks  in  advance 


Name  of  Subscriber     (Please  print  or  type) 


No.  and  Street,  Apt.,  Suite,  P.O.  3oi  or  R.D.  No. 


Post  Office,  State,  and  Zip  Code 


Date  sf  Address  Change 


Paid  Adv. 


QUICKIE  COMMENT  ABOUT  WORLD  RELIEF  GIVING 

Total  given  in  all  12  months  of  1974 $16,223 

Total  given  from  January  to  September  in  1975 $23,230 

Increase  "To  Date" $  7,007 

You  know?  I  think  we'll  top  $25,000  in  1975. 
Just  need  $1,770  by  December  31st. 
Phil  Lersch,  Chairman 
BRETHREN  WORLD  RELIEF  BOARD 


WBC  SENDS  AID  TO  VICTIMS  (OF 
HURRICANE,    DROUGHT 

VALLEY  FORGE,  Pa.  (EP)— World  ReMef  Com- 
mission ihas  dispatched  emergency  funds  to  Puerto 
Rico  (assisitinig  victims  of  Hurricane  Eloise)  and 
to  Honduras   (suffering  a  lengthy  drought). 

Funds  to  Puerto  Rico  were  channeled  through 
the  EvangeUcal  Emergency  Program  Committee 
and  to  Honduras  througii  tihe  Ghrisitian  Natfemals 
Elvangelical  Commititee  in  Guatemala. 

A  summer  drougihit  destroyed  neearly  70  per 
cent  of  the  Honduran  crops  and  ptlaced  700,000 
Homdurans  in  danger  of  starvarbiotn. 
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(32c  sales  tax  if  you  are  a  resident  of  Ohi 


EVERY  BRETHREN  FAMILY  SHOULD  HAVE  A  COPY! 
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NOTES  and  COMMENTS 


This  issue  feaituireis  antidles  pentaininig  to  'Ohris- 
tian  EducaMon  Emiphasis.  In  the  past  this  was 
designated  as  "White  Gift"  Issue. 

The  'theme  for  this  emphasis  is  two-fold  and  is 
presented  as  a  oontempiation  of  the  past  in  Breth- 
ren history  and  an  entrustmenit  of  a  Qiristian 
heritage  until  that  time  when  He  comes  to  rule. 


,^ISX* 


OATtO 


Page  3  is  in  response  to  a  letter  written 
by  Rev.  Clarence  Kindley  in  the  September 
20  issue  pertaining  to  the  issue  of  "subsidies" 
for  Conference  delegates  to  General  Confer- 
ence. Editorial  comments  might  reflect  a 
conflict  of  interest  in  this  case,  and 
since  it  ivas  a  proposal  through  Central 
Council  it  is  an  issue  that  deserves  careful 
consideration. 


The  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  TRA- 
VEL EXPENSE  PROPOSAL  as  presented 
by  the  committee  is  being  published  in  order 
to  give  a  broad  scope  of  thought  to  the  issue 
throughout  the  denomination  and  opinions, 
especially  from  the  brotherhood  not  directly 
involved  in  the  drafting  of  the  proposal,  are 
most  welcome.     (Editor's  note) 
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TO  THE 

DITOK 


Dear  Mr.  Editor, 

I  read  with  interest  the  oomments  of  our  Brother 
KJindley  coiticerxLing  ithe  Central  Co-unicil  proposal 
to  "subsidize"  tlhe  travel  oif  conference  delegates 
from  our  drstajut  dis;triots.  As  chairman  of  the 
Central  Council  Committee  assigned  to  study  "The 
Relationship  of  District  Conferences  to  Natiional 
Conference",  (other  aneimbers  are  Brother  George 
Schuster  and  Rev.  Virgil  Ingraham)  I  feel  a  duty 
to  reply. 

Brother  Kindley  made  &e  statement  that  gov- 
ernment "subsidies  started  fey  'the  kUling  of  pigs 
to  force  a  higher  market  price,  etc."  This  is  not 
true  because  government  subsidies  were  in  effect 
long  before  the  pig  killing  fiasco;  and,  secondly, 
pig  killing  is  not  subsidizing,  per  se.  Wihat  relta- 
tionislhip  this  has  to  (the  matter  at  hand  lis  difficult 
for  this  writer  to  comprehend. 

He  further  states  that  "there  is  no  fair  or  equit- 
albde  way  to  adminisiter  subsidies.  That  which  bene- 
fits one  group  works  a  hardship  on  another." 
Again,  I  disagree!  Subsidization  is  the  very  heart 
Off  our  system  of  benevolent  g'iving.  Most  of  our 
Home  Missions  program  is  that  of  subsidy  for 
struggling  churches.  On  the  basis  of  Christian 
love  and  concern  for  one  another  as  Brethren,  I 
cannot  conceive  of  a  better  way  to  show  that  con- 
cern than  to  'try  to  correct  the  inequity  and  hard- 
ship we  have  created  by  our  present  Conference 
system.  By  holding  Conference  at  Ashland,  Ohio 
year  after  year,  those  of  us  in  contingent  states 
(ithat's  me  too!)  can  attend  with  a  minimum  of 
expense  and  ti'me  invested.  Secondly,  here  is  Where 
the  concentration  of  larger  Churches  is.  Most  any 
member  of  a  Church  loicated  in  one  of  these  sitates 
can  attend  Conference  for  $50-100,  or  even  less. 
However,  coinsider  a  delegate  from  the  California, 
Western,  Southwest,  or  Florida  Districts:  The 
cost  to  an  individual  can  run  as  high  as  $750  (or 
more)  and  require  a  week  of  travelling  besides 
the  week  at  Conference.  Would  you  pay  this  kind 
of  money  to  come  to  Conference?  These  are  the 
.areas  of  few  churches,  resulting  in  weak  district 
financial  potential.  How  many  of  these  churches 
can  afford  to  pay  the  expenses  of  even  a  coupJe 
of  delegates,  let  alone  a  'full  delegation!  Could 
yours  afford  this  much?  Would  it,  if  it  could? 
When  many  of  our  churches  m  close  ■proximity  to 
Ashland  pay  little  toward  a  relatively  small  dele- 
'gate  expense.  Why  should  we  ask  small  churches 
with  large  expenses  to  do  what  we  are  not  willing 
to  do  on  a  small  scale?  Why  Should  this  'be  a  bur- 
den on  these  few  while  we  ";get  off  easy"!  Talk 
albout  inequity  and  nnfaimess;  brother,  "we  have 
'it  already!  It's  time  'we  quit  being  pio^us  and  insen- 
sitive 'to  O'Ur  Brethren  who  don't  have  the  oppor- 
tuniities  for  fellowship  and  sharing  at  Conference 
and  do  what  'we  can  £^bout  it,  C'ven  if  it  is  an  imper- 
fect effooft! 

To  isay  that  such  a  program  could  not  be  admin- 
is'tered  fairly  fe  to  make  la  judgroenrt:  before  'the 
fact.  This  committee  has  studied  'the  situation  for 


two  years  and  is  convinced  ithat  it  can  be  admin- 
istered. It  proposes  that  requests  for  aid  be  sent 
to  the  Conference  Credential  Committee  and  that 
available  funds  be  apportioned  laccording  to  a 
formula  based  on  direct  route  mileage  and  adjusted 
according  to  both  requesits  recei'Ved  and  money 
available. 

It  sure  would  be  nice  to  meet  more  of  'the  Breth- 
ren from  O'ur  distant  Churches!  Even  with  the  aid 
we  can  give,  they  wiU  make  a  (greater  sacrifice  to 
attend  thian  most  of  us  from  East  Central  region 
will  ever  kno'W  or  be  willing  to  assume. 

God  believes  m  subsidizing.  He  said  in  I  John 
3:16, 17,  24: 

"Hereby  perceive  we  the  lO'Ve  of  'God, 
because  He  laid  down  His  'life  for  U5 :  and 
we  ought  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  ithe 
brethren.  But  whoso  hath  'this  world's 
good,  and  see  this  bro'ther  have  need,  and 
shutteth  up  his  bowels  of  compassion  from 
him,  how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in  him  ? 
— ^And  hereby  we  know  that  He  abideth 
in  us,  by  the  Spirit  which  He  hath  given 
us."  (Also  see  II Cor.  8:ll-i5;  Paul  be- 
lieved in  it  too!) 

Charles  'Lowmaster,  Pastor 
First  Brethren  Church 
LouisvMle,  Ohio 

GENERAL,  CONFERENCE  TRAVEL 
EXPENSE  PROPOSAL 

The  following  is  a  suggestion  of  one  'way  to 
bring  Conference  travel  expense  down  to  the 
3100.00*  area  through  subsidizing  travel.  This,  of 
course,  is  wihere  the  inequity  lies.  I  think  it  is 
fair  to  assume  that  there  is  .at  least  the  potential 
for  equal  cost  to  each  delegate  through  use  of 
college  housing  and  dining  facihties.  The  figures, 
at  present  and  by  necessity,  are  arbitrary;  but  are 
suggeatiive  of  a  system  based  solely  on  car 
expense: 

Mileage  Cost  @  10^ 

(Round  trip)  Per  miie  %  Subsidy  '^Delegate  Share 

5000  rmles  $500  80% -$400  $100 

4000  Tcni&s,  $400  75% -$300  $100 

3000  mUes  $300  65% -$195  $105 

2000  miles  $200  45% -$90  $110 

1500  miles  $150  15% -$22.50  $127.50 

1.  Sulbsli'dy  paid  to  only  lOne  car  from  a  given  area 
unless  there  are  too  many  for  one  car  (min- 
imum of  4). 

2.  Subsidy  would  be  based  on  car  mileage  toy  most 
direct  route.  (Meals  amd  lodginig  at  delegate's 
expense) 

3.  Financing — Churches  could  pay  a  $5.00  delegate 
fee. 

4.  Application  for  delegate  subsidy  'Sho^uld  toe  sub- 
mitted to  a  committee  for: 

a.    Proportionate  assignment  of  availabile  funds 
to.    Suggestion  of  possibihty  of  iCO'Ordination  of 

travel 
c.    To   maintain   contnol   -an-d  avoid   mlsunder- 

staniding 

5.  Implemenitation  'be  assigned  to  the  General 
Conference  Membership  Commi/titee. 
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Celebration  of  Our  Heritage 


By  Sherry  Van  Duyne 


As  we  approach  the  new  year,  there  isn't  a  man, 
woman,  boy  or  g-irl  who  isn't  aware  of  the  joy, 
celebration  and  triumph  that  the  Bicemtennial  of 
our  nation  reipresents.  This  is  the  year  of  Cele- 
bration— a  Celebration  of  our  heritage.  But  how 
can  we  celebrate  without  knowing  the  joys  and 
sorrows — ^triumphs  and  defeats  which  comprise  our 
heritage? 

Let's  together  examine  our  inheritance — our 
Brethren  Inheritance.  We'll  begin  on  a  cold,  cold 
Christmas  Day  in  1723  in  Germantown,  Pennsyl- 
vania, almost  2.53  years  ago.  The  setting:  imme- 
diately following  their  noon  meal,  23  Brethren 
were  led  by  Peter  Becker  to  the  sno^w  co'vered 
hanks  of  the  Wissahickson  Creek.  The  occasioin: 
the  first  Brethren  baptism  in  America.  Can  you 
hear  the  sound  of  the  snow  crunching  and  the  ice 
breaking  as  six  candidates  prepared  for  limmer- 
sian  in  the  icy  waters — in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
Son  and  Holy  Spirit?  Can  you  feel  the  joy  and 
love  which  led  them  to  this  decision?  Such  Baptism 
was  illegal  in  their  German  homeland  but  here, 
here  in  America,  they  were  free  to  express  their 
faith  in  the  manner  they  so  firmly  believed.  Can 
you  celebrate  with  them  the  ithankfulness  of  their 
Love  Feast  in  America  which  climaxed  that  event- 
ful Christmas  day? 

Now  picture  with  me  a  bright  crisp  mormng  in 
1728,  Christopher  Sower  and  his  namesake, 
Christopher  Soever  II,  are  excitedly  asisemtolinig 
the  newly  acquired  printing  press  just  received 
from  Germany.  So  many  thoughts  and  dreams 
hinge  on  the  working  of  this,  the  first  German 
language  printing  press  in  America.  It  works!  Oh, 
thank  God!  Now  the  possibilities  of  ministry 
seemed  endless.  And  they  were.  The  Sowers  pub- 
lished an  annual  almanac,  the  first  Bible  printed  in 
America  lin  a  European  language  in  1743    (with 


two  other  editions  in  1763  and  1776),  and  hymn 
books,  and  over  250  other  publications  in  both 
English  and  German.  Also,  young  Christophex 
published  the  first  book  on  education  in  America 
in  1770  as  well  as  giving  great  assistance  in  the 
founding  and  supervision  of  the  German  Academy, 
a  grammar-type  school  in  Germantown. 

In  the  same  year  as  the  pruiiting  press  arrived 
in  America,  1738,  the  young  people's  Sunday  after- 
nooin  meeiting  of  the  Germantown  Brethren  Church 
is  thought  to  have  begun — the  forerunner  of  our 
present  Sunday  School.  It  was  further  developed 
by  Ludwig  Hoecker  in  4748  at  Ephrata.  Just  think 
what  this  development  :meant  to  the  children — a 
service  just  for  them.  Someithinig  eSipeoially  for 
children ! 

Our  history  contains  a  lot  of  firsts  worth  rc'mem- 
hering.  The  first  Brethren  baptism  and  Love  Feast 
in  America,  the  first  German  language  printing 
press,  the  first  Bible  printed  in  German,  the  first 
book  on  education  and  the  first  Sunday  School  in 
America.  We  have  a  rich  Christian  heritage  of 
which  we  are  justly  proud.  Our  Brethren  fore- 
fathers were  very  much  a  part  of  the  American 
dream. 

Today  there  are  several  vitally  important  ques- 
tions we  need  to  ibe  asking  one  another:  Are  we 
still  a  vital  part  of  the  American  dream?  Are  we 
attemptinig  to  meet  the  needs  of  our  fellow- 
Christians,  our  neighbors,  and  ourselves?  Does  the 
world  know  we  are  Christians  by  oiur  'Christ^like 
love,   concern  and  oomipassion? 

In  the  past  year  our  church  has  been  getting 
more  and  more  involved  in  Church  Growth  and 
in  meeting  some  basic  needs.  Let's  look  at  some 
achievements  and  dreams  of  the  National  Board 
of  Christian  Education. 
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Review    Our    Henfaqe 


The  Histo'ry  and  Doctrine  Task  Force  of  the 
Board  of  Ghristian  Education  set  a  goEiI  in  August 
of  1974  to  prepare  a  lay  study  book  on  Brethren 
history  and  doctrine.  In  early  May,  after  much 
praying,  writing  and  rewriting,  the  book  went  to 
press.  During  Conference  week  both  the  book  sxnd 
teachers'  manual  went  on  sale  and  to  date  approx- 
imately 500  books  and  125  teacher  manuals  have 
been  sold.  Order  your  copy  today — better  yet  plan 
a  special  Brethren  heritage  class  or  study  igroup 
for  youth  or  adults. 


Prices  are: 

1-19    copies 

$2.95 

20-49  copies 

2.50 

50-      copies 

2.00 

Teachers'  Manual 

1.25  each 

all  prices  plus  shipping 
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Our  Commifmenf  to  the  Future 


As  we  pause  to  reflect  on  the  historic  achieve- 
ments of  Qiur  nation  and  our  church,  it  is  appro- 
priate as  well  to  consider  our  future.  Centuries 
ago  Solomon  wroite:  "Where  there  is  no  vision 
the  people  perish  .  .  .  (Proverbs  29:18  KJV)."  The 
popular  Living  Bible  says:  "Where  there  is  ignor- 
ance  of  God,  the  peopJe  run  wild;  but  what  a 
wonderful  thing  it  is  for  a  nation  to  know  and 
keep  his  laws!" 

Throughout  their  ihistory.  Brethren  people  have 
been  oammitted  to  ithe  proiposition  that  behevers 
should  know  and  practice  the  teaching  of  God's 
Word.  The  early  Brethren  were  eager  learners. 
They  met  regularly  for  intensive  Bible  study, 
prayer  and  discussion.  Further,  they  recoignized 
the  impoirtance  of  putting  their  faith  to  work  in 
the  development  of  a  genuine  community  of  faith. 
Such  a  noble  commitment  is  worthy  of  perpet- 
uation! On  the  denominational  level,  the  Board  of 
Christian  Education  strives  to  expand  the  horizons 
of  pastors,  teachers,  youth  leaders  and  Sunday 
school  workers  by  providLrijg  opportunities  for 
quality  learning  experiences  for  growing  leaders. 
The  Internatioinal  Center  for  Learning  Semiinar 
in  August  is  the  most  recent  example.  Quality 
materials  for  use  ;in  Brethren  Sunday  Schools  are 
constantly  monitored  through  personal  contacts 
with  the  editorial  staff  at  Gospel  Lig'ht  Publica- 
tions. Training  seminars  for  teachers  and  youth 
leaders  are  available  through  the  office.  Resource 
materials  for  Christian  workers  are  advertised 
through  The  Brethren  Evangelist  and  "Pastors' 
Paragraphs". 

In   sihort,   the  Board  of  Christian  Education  is 
working  to  help  each  Brethren  Church  become  a 
vibrant  learning  communiity.  Further,  the  need  for 
implementing    what    has    been    learned    is    fully 
recognized.    Jesus'    great    comm;ission   places    pri- 
mary emphasis  on  the  "Diseipling"  process. 
"He  told  his  disciples,  'I  have  been  given 
all  authority  in  heaven  and  earth.  There- 
fore go  and  make  disciples  in  all  the  na- 
tions, baptizing  them  into  the  name  ot  tJie 
Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  then  teaoh  ithese  new  disciples 
to  obey  all  the  commands  I  have  given 
you;  and  be  sure  of  this — ^that  I  am  with 
you    always,    even    to    the    end    of    the 
world.'"     Matthew  28:18-20,  Living  Bible 
The  Great  Commisision  is  a  call  to  action.  Jesus' 
foUowers  are  urged  to  "go  and  make  disciples," 
Jesus  is  calling  for  results.  It  is  not  enough  to 
teach,  or  preach,  or  even  to  evangelize.  The  objec- 
tive is  to  make  disciples.  In  the  New  Testament 
sense  a  disciple  is  a  learner  who  strives  to  imple- 
ment his  beliefs.  The  disciple  puts  his  teacher's 
thoughts  into   practice.   Christian  discipleship  re- 
quires an  understanding  of  God's  word,  amd  the 
habitual  practice  of  those  teachings. 


by  Dr.  Fred  Burkey 
Director  of  Christian  Education 


To  improve  -the  quality  of  discipleship  am^ong 
the  Brethren,  a  special  Task  Force  of  Chrisitian 
discipleship  has  been  established  by  the  Board  of 
Chrisitian  Education.  Within  the  next  few  months, 
we  will  have  work  underway  which  wiU  direct 
useful  discipleship  resources  and  materials  into 
Brethren  Churches. 

Additional  Task  Forces  have  ibeen  established 
to  deal  wiith  the  opportunities  and  problems  of 
aging  Christians;  to  identify  ajid  recoignize  church- 
es and  groups  which  are  doing  outsitandLng  work 
in  the  field  of  Christian  education  and  youth 
work;  and  to  develop  and  conserve  our  human 
resources. 

We  have  a  vision  to  wWoh  we  aire  oomflnitted; 
The  mobilization  of  our  total  membership  in  carry- 
ing out  the  Great  Commission.  To  that  end  we  are 
assured  that  His  power  and  resources  are  available 
to  us  and  that  He  is  present  with  us  as  we  seek 
to  communicate  God's  word  to  our  culture.  Care 
must  be  taken  not  to  spend  too  much  time  looking 
back  into  history.  History  gives  us  a  place  to 
stand  and  a  starting  point  for  discoverinig  our 
place  in  the  future. 
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Educator  of  the  Year 


Each  year  the  Board  of  Christian  Education 
chooses  to  honor  an  outstanding  worker  in  the 
cfield  of  Christian  Education  in  the  Brethren 
Church.  Tlie  candidates  are  nominated  by  their 
pastors  and  superintendents  of  their  ehurohes 
and  forms  are  sent  to  the  National  Board  of 
Christian  Education.  After  careful  deliberation  and 
thought,  the  Educator  of  the  Year  is  selected. 


Xilcyi'ii  Berger 


Nelson  Berger,  from  the  SmithviUe  Brethren 
Church,  has  been  chosen  as  Educaitor  of  the  Year 
for  1975.  Mr.  Berger  accepted  the  award  at  tthe 
Board  of  Christian  Education  Inspirational  Service 
Wednesday  Evening  at  General  Conference. 

Active  in  many  facets  of  the  work  at  SmiithviUe, 
he  has  sihown  valuable  leadersihip  as  weH  as  put- 
ting personal  effort  into  iiis  service  of  the  Lord. 
Several  of  the  capacities  Ln  which  Mr.  Berger  has 
served  in  ;Ms  30  years  at  SmithvHle  are:  Sunday 
School  teacher;  member  of  the  Official  Board;  a 
deacon  of  the  church;  starting  a  Layman  Alive 
program;  Sunday  School  Superintendant ;  partici- 
pant of  I.C.L. ;  worsihip  leader  in  Morning  Warship. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  Mr.  Bergea:  is  well  deserv- 
ing of  'this  award.  Pastor  Larry  Bolinger  tells  that 
"he  is  the  kind  of  man  and  worker  that  the  pastor 
finds   invaluable". 

In  addition  to  his  work  in  the  church,  he  is  also 
a  strong  Christian  Witness  for  those  around  him. 
He  is  employed  as  a  ohemjist  and  he  and  his  wife 
Helen  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters.  The  Board 
commends  'Mr.  Berger  for  has  outstanding  work 
in  'the  field  of  education  and  encourages  all  to  be 
as  dynamic  'as  Mr.  Berger  in  the  'impontant  field 
of  Chiiigtian  Education. 


Standard  of  Excellence 


Vh'^' 


Each  year  'the  Board  of  OhriistLan  Education,  is 
proud  to  recagnize  S'Unday  'Scthools  which  achieve 
a  miinimum  total  of  70  points  in  the  areas  oif  Evan- 
gelism;   Organization  and   Administration;    Lead- 
ership Training;  Stewardship  and  iVlissions;  Build- 
ing,  Equiponent  and  Supplies;   and  Church  Rela- 
tionship. The  following  were  'the  1974-75  recipients : 
Class  A 
Sarasotta,  RL 
Jefferson,  IN 
Vin<co,  PA 
Wayne  Heights,  PA 

Clasis  B 
New  Lebanon,  OH 
Gretna,  OH 

Class  C 
Meyersdale,  PA  79 

Park  Street,  OH  77 

Corinth,  IN  75 

Ardmore,  IN  71% 

Washington,  DC  71 

Flora,  IN  70 1/2 


93 
91 
90 
90 


87 
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The  Wonderful  World 
of  Learning 


starting  with  the  1974  General  Conference  when 
our  dream  of  having  an  I.C.L.  Seminar  (Inter- 
national Center  for  Learning  i  became  a  real  pos- 
sibility, we  promoted,  and  planned,  all  the  while 
praying  to  have  enough  registrants  to  succeed. 
Then  the  first  few  registrations  trickled  in — 5 
here  and  6  there.  Slowly  we  began  to  see  that 
we  would  reach  that  magic  number  of  200  which 
would  allow  us  to  break  even  financially  (thanks 
to  the  generous  donation  from  the  National 
Women's  Missionary  Society!)  Then  suddenly  each 
day's  mail  brought  more  and  more  registrations 
and  when  the  August  1  deadline  arrived,  much  to 
our  pleasure  (and  concern)  we  had  almo.st  100  over 
the  maximum  limit.  Happily,  we  .scurried  around 
and  arranged  for  additional  seminar  leaders  equip- 
ment and  food  to  accomodate  our  "extras".  When 
the  opening  session  concluded  and  we  took  stock 
of  things,  we  found  66  churches  represented  and 
a  total  of  337  participants.  Praise  the  Lord  ior 
only  He  knows  the  potential  which  can  come  from 
this  very  rich  and  rewarding  training  experience! 


Learner  Involvement  is  a  Key  ICL  Concept 
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What  Are  Your  Plans  for  Summer  1976? 

Maybe  it  is  too  early  for  you  to  have  definite  plans,  but  it  is  never  too  early 
to  begin  thinking  and  praying  about  what  wonderful  things  God  has  in  store  for 
you.  Plans  for  Summer  1976  are  already  under  way  in  some  exciting  new  areas.  If 
you  are  mterested  in  receiving  application  forms  and  policies  for  either  the  Crusader 
program  or  internship,  clip  out  the  following  blank  and  send  immediately.  We  wall 
release  the  forms  and  policies  after  December  1,  1975  with  a  return  deadline  of 
January  31,  1976. 

ACT  NOW!     THINK  MUCH!     PRAY  A  LOT! 


CUP  AND  RETURN  TO:     Board  of  Christian  Education 
524  College  Ave. 
Ashland,  Ohio    44805 

Please  send  me:     , all  application  forms  and  a  sitatement  of  the  Summer 

Crusader  Policies. 

all  application  forms  and  a  statement  of  the  Summer 

Internship  Policies. 

NAME • 


ADDRESS 


Street  City 

I  hold  membership  in  the  Brethren  Church  of 


Support  the  Ministry  of 
Christian  Education 


Like  all  other  good  services,  the  denominational 
ministry  of  Christian  education  needs  financial 
support  of  Brethren  people.  Quality  programs 
cost  money — lots  of  it.  For  1976,  the  budget  of 
operation  of  ithe  Natio-nal  Board  of  Christian  Edu- 
cational will  be  less  than  $35,000.00  (less  than 
$2.25  per  member!) 

The  National  Goals  Program  suggests  that  a 
$5.00  per  member  contribution  would  be  appro- 
priate. Movement  toward  that  level  of  financial 
support  will  permit  the  expansion  and  improve- 
ment of  services.  For  nearly  ten  years  the  Boiard 
has  worked  on  about  the  same  annual  budget. 
Cuts  have  been  made  to  the  point  that  we  employ 
one  full-time  person  and  two  part-itime  persons. 
The  work  cannot  expand  until  personnel  can  be 
added. 

Your  contributions,  both  budgeted  and  "over-and- 
above"    are    deeply    apipreciated.     (AU    are    tax- 
exempt.)  Special  gifts  may  be  directed  to: 
Board  of  Christian  Education 
524  College  Avenue 
Ashland,  Ohio    44805 
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Avierican  Bible  Society  News  Release 


New  York,  Oct.  2 — "The  work  of  the  American 
Bible  Society  in  getting  Bibles  to  new  literates  is 
the  world's  top  investment  in  God's  sigtit." 

What  Dr.  Frank  C.  Laubach,  the  world-renowned 
pioneer  in  mass  literacy  training,  said  a  few  years 
ago  continues  to  apply  to  the  work  of  the  American 
Bible  Society  today. 

Evidence  to  back  this  up  is  dramatically  pre- 
sented in  a  new  16mm,  color  film  the  American 
Bible  Society  has  just  released.  Titled  "A  Way 
to  the  Word,"  the  24-minute  film  documents  how 
"Good  News  for  New  Readers,"  the  Bible  Society's 
program  for  new  readei-s,  is  giving  both  adults 
and  children  a  way  to  read  the  Scriptures  for  the 
first  time  in  their  lives. 

Filmed  on  location  in  Bolivia,  Brazil,  Guatemala, 
Mexico,  and  the  United  States,  the  film  dramatizes 
how  men  and  women  in  these  different  cultures 
are  discovering  the  Bible's  life-giving  message 
through  the  Bible  Society's  Scripture  Literacy 
Selections. 

Martina  Sicajan  is  one  of  many  who  stand  out 
in  the  film.  Martina,  a  27-year-old  Cakchiquel 
Indian  in  Guatemala,  joined  her  church's  literacy 
class  so  she  could  join  the  church  choir.  The  Bible 
Society's  Scripture  Literacy  Selections  in  Spanish 
were  used  in  the  class  to  supplement  the  reading 
primers.  Through  using  them  herself,  Martina  has 


developed  the  skills  for  reading  a  simplified  trans- 
lation of  the  New  Testament.  She  has  also  joined 
the  choir  and  begun  to  teach  other  members  of 
her  family  to  read. 

The  film  includes  an  interview  witlh  Dr.  Antonio 
Porto  Sobrinho,  an  executive  with  MOBRAL, 
Brazil's  adult  hteracy  agency.  He  explains  why 
the  government-sponsored  MOBRAL  has  distri- 
buted 800,000  of  the  Scripture  Literacy  Selections: 
"We  have  found  this  is  the  best  material  there  is 
to  give  to  our  students." 

The  Bible  Society  launched  "Good  News  for 
Neiw  Readers"  in  September  1973.  Since  then 
translation  work  has  been  undertaken  in  228 
languages.  Worldwide  distribution  of  the  printed 
Selections  has  surpassed  13,000,000  copies  in  the 
last  six  months. 

Orders  for  the  popular  Scripture  Literacy 
Selections  have  increased  far  beyond  available 
supphes.  Bible  Society  leaders  are  api)ealing  for 
more  contributions  from  Interested  Christians  so 
the  world's  Bible  Societies,  which  operate  on  a 
nonprofit  basis,  can  meet  the  soaring  demand. 

"A  Way  to  the  Word"  is  available  for  screening 
by  churches  and  community  groups  on  a  free-vidll 
offering  basis.  For  further  information  write  to: 
Good  News  for  New  Readers,  American  Bible 
Society,   1865  Broadway,   N.Y.  10023. 


BOOK   REVIEW 


Spiritual    Gifts    and    the    Great    Commission    by 

Edward  F.  Murphy,  Mandate  Press,  352  pp., 

$5.95 
Many  books  and  'articles  are  currenUy  being 
pubUshed  on  the  topic  of  spiritual  gifts.  Many 
'books  and  articles  are  also  being  published  re- 
garding chui'ch  growth.  Ed  Murphy  rightfully 
combines  these  two  topics  in  his  new  book. 
Throughout  he  emphasizes  the  total  mission  and 
ministry  of  the  Church  as  Body  of  Chrtist  and 
the  spiritual  gifts  as  abilities  which  God  gives  to 
Christians  as  the  Body  so  that  we  can  perform 
our  total  ministry.  He  writes,  "The  Church's 
mission  (is) :  The  Great  Commission.  ...  It  is 
my  conviction  the  New  Testament  reveals  the  gifts 
of  the  Spirit  are  given  exclusively  for  service  .  .  . 
the  fact  that  the  spiritual  endowments  are  given 
to  all  God's  people  reveals  that  the  task  of  ful- 
filling the  Great  Commission  belongs  to  all  God's 
people.  This  mission  is  not  reserved  for  a  profes- 
sional class  of  ministers.  It  is  the  responsibUity 
of  'the  whole  Body'  (Eph.  4:12  and  16).  Such  a 
philosophy  of  evangelism  is  now  being  called 
Body  evang'elism. 


Mr.  Murphy  devotes  ten  chapters  to  an  excellent, 
thorough  and  readable  exposition  of  each  of  the 
spiritual  gifts.  The  last  three  chapters  of  the  book 
shed  much  needed  light  on  the  rode  and  function 
of  the  pastor.  This  section  is  esi>ecially  apropos 
for  the  Brethren  Church  and  should  be  thoroughly 
studied  and  devoured  by  both  clergy  and  laity. 
The  pastor-teacher  is  called  to  train  behevers  for 
mission  and  ministry.  "Chriistians  axe  to  be 
equipped  to  be  'responsible  members  of  their 
churches  rather  than  sheep  who  are  simply  attend- 
ed to',  writes  Murphy.  The  work  of  ministry  be- 
longs to  the  laity  and  the  function  of  pastors- 
teacher  is  to  equip  them  for  their  work. 

This  book  is  essential  reading  for  any  group 
Which  is  studying  either  spiritual  gifts  or  ohuroh 
growth,  -and  is  an  excellent  recO'Urce  book  for 
anyone  preparing  messages  on  Body  Life,  spiritual 
gifts,  disoipleship,  church  growth  and  related 
topics. 

— Arden  E.  Gilmer 
Director  of 
EvangeHisan/Ohurch  Growth 
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CHURCH  GROWTH  CHRONICLE 


A  First  for  The  Brethren 
in  Church  Groivth! 


A  Ohurch  Growrtih  Seminar  was  held  at  the 
Dayton  Hillcrest  Brethren  CJhurch  on  September 
21-22  with  Dr.  Frederick  Burkey,  Executive  Direc- 
tor of  the  National  Board  of  Christian  Education. 
At  the  Dayton  Seminar,  Dr.  Burkey,  led  about 
34  participants  through  a  series  of  studies  on 
Ghurdh  Growth.  Ken  Buckey,  Thelma  and  June 
Sohriiml,  Dave  Brandenburg  and  Candy  Aldstodt 
aJkyag  with  the  pastor  did  the  advance  church 
growth  preparation  for  the  Seminar  as  a 
cosmmiittee. 

Ken  Buckey  did  a  great  amount  of  research  on 
the  community  around  the  church  pertaining  to 
population  trends  and  characterisitics,  and  growth 
projeotlO'ns  for  the  future.  We  defined  our  ministry 
area  as  a  1  and  %  mile  radius  around  the  church 
and  discovered  that  the  population  had  peaked  in 
1970  and  has  been  steadily  declining  for  the  past 
5  years.  However,  city  planners  are  estimatin.g  a 
1  -  2%  growth  rate  up  through  1980  and  f  oirsee 
the  community  stabilizing  into  largely  a  middle 
dass  section  of  the  city.  There  -is  a  large  mobility 
rate  of  about  50%  aroiunid  the  area  with  an  increas- 
ing nuimber  of  younger  age  families  moving  back 
-into  the  community. 

A  special  study  was  also  done  of  ithe  member- 
sMip  and  attendance  of  the  churohes  in  our  min- 


is'try  area.  It  was  discovered  that  all  the  Protes- 
tant and  Catholic  churches  com'oined  were  oinly 
reaching  21%  of  the  population  iin  membersihip 
and  only  10  ^c  in  attendance. 

The  community  'is  ready  to  be  "harvested". 

During  the  seminar  Candy  Aldstadt  prepared  a 
special  banner  to  remind  us  of  our  need  to  develop 
was  to  "reach  out"  into  the  community  and  "har- 
vest the  field"  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 

10',r  growth  goals  have  been  established  for  the 
next  five  years.  A  Task  Force  for  Church  Growth 
has  been  established  for  the  co-ordination  and 
stimulation  of  ideas  and  plans  to  make  more 
effective  O'ur  present  program,  and  to  develop 
ways  for  reaching  out  to  people  outside  C'Ur  church. 

Many  thanks  are  expressed  to  Fred  Burkey  for 
the  tremendous  presentation  he  gave  in  the  sem- 
inar and  for  his  commitment  to  work  with  us  here 
at  HiUcrest  for  growth.  I  would  coimmend  him 
and  the  Brethren  Church  Growth  program  to 
every  Brethren  Church  in  the  denomdnation. 
Brethren,  let's  grow — ^in  Christ,  in  .grace  and 
knowledge,  and  in  numbers! 

Submitted  by 

Rev.  John  Brownsberger,  Pastor 

Hillcrest  Brethren  -Church 
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SISTERHOOD 


Senior  Sisterhood  Program  December  1975 


by  Mrs.  Rufh  Barber 


Using  Our  Talents 


Last  monUi  we  talked  about  the  talents  that 
Sisterhood  girls  have  that  they  can  use  to  help 
build  up  theu'  church — ^the  Body  o£  CJhrist.  Several 
main  ideas  were  discussed: 

1.  Every  single  gift  is  preoious  ajid  importarat 
and  contributes  to  the  building  up  oif  His  Body, 
the  church. 

2.  Every  one  who  is  a  Christian  is  considered 
by  Peter  to  be  a  "lively  stone" — a  building  block 
in  our  local  church,  and  a  member  of  ithe  priest- 
hood. We  are  to  be  reminding  and  telling  people 
about  God  and  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ. 

3.  Even  though  you  feel  that  you  are  just  like 
a  little  toe — o.r  an  unseen  lung — you  are  important 
because  God  has  chosen  you  and  placed  you  where 
He  wants  you  to  work  and  worship.  I  hope  that 
during  this  past  month  God  has  been  able  to  use 
the  talents  and  gifts  that  you  dedicated  to  Him 
in  November. 

This  month  we  want  you  to  use  'those  'gifts  and 
talents  in  a  very  special  way.  Jesus  said  in  Mark 
10:45  "For  even  the  Son  of  man  came  not  to  be 
ministered  onto,  but  to  minister  .  .  ."  Paul  teUs  us 
in  I  Corinthians  12:25  that  the  members  of  the 
Body  should  care  for  one  anonther.  The  eye  needs 
to  help  the  hand,  and  the  little  toe  needs  to  help 
the  heel  balance  the  body,  and  the  lung  needs  to 
help  get  oxygen  to  every  member  of  the  body. 
Girls,  this  month  I  want  you  to  think  about  the 
list  of  talents  you  made  last  month.  Read  it  over 
again,  right  now.  (Read)  Now  think,  how  can  you 
use  any  of  these  talents  and  gifts  to  minister,  to 
care  for  any  other  particular  member  of  your 
local  church  body?  At  this  particular  time  of  the 
year  there  may  be  many  people  in  your  congre- 
gation who  feel  lonely  or  sad  or  discouraged.  How 
can  you  minister  to  these  people?  (Stop  and  ask 
the  girls  for  specific  suggestions.)  How  can  you 
help  members  of  your  Body  Who  are  ill  or  desti- 
tute? (Again,  stop  and  ask  for  suggestions.)  How 
can  you  help  young  mothers  with  small  children 
who  need  to  go  shopping  or  to  a  Bible  study — or 
just  need  a  break  in  their  daily  routine?  How  can 
you  help  a  friend  in  the  Body  w'ho's  falling  behind 


in  English,  or  social  studies,  or  math?  (Maybe 
you'd  better  begin  putting  these  suggestions  down 
on  paper!)  How  can  you  help  your  Sunday  School 
teacher?  What  special  needs  or  hurts  do  the  mem- 
bers of  your  own  family  have  that  you  could  help 
heal?  What  special  spiritual  needs  do  you  have 
at  this  very  special  time  of  the  year?  Are  there 
any  projects  that  could  be  done  to  make  your 
Church  brighter  and  more  able  to  help  people  ^wor- 
ship  and  glorify  God?  (Put  responses  to  these 
questions  on  your  list.)  Let's  stop  now  and  do 
some  praying  and  thinking.  Remember^  that  Jesus 
wants  us  to  minister,  to  serve  others.  He  also 
wants  us  to  be  reconcilers,  performing  acts  of 
healing  and  helpfulness.  During  this  time  of 
prayer  ask  God  what  He  wants  you  to  do  as  an 
act  of  ministry  for  someone  else  in  your  local 
church  Body.  Ask  Him  if  there  is  any  healing  that 
needs  to  be  done  in  your  spiritual  hfe  so  that  you 
can  celebrate  Christ's  birth  joyously.  Perhaps  you 
need  to  ask  someone  to  minister  to  you!  (Take 
time  now  for  a  quiet,  individual  prayer  time.) 

(When  the  prayer  time  is  over,  perhaps  the 
girls  would  like  to  spend  a  few  minutes  sharing 
with  each  other.  I  pray  that  each  girl  would  feel 
led  to  use  one  of  her  talents  to  help  someone  in 
the  local  Body  of  Christ  during  the  Christmas 
season.  Perhaps  the  Sisterhood  group  as  a  whole 
would  decide  to  do  a  group  project.  Some  of  the 
gifts  and  talents  that  the  girls  might  decide  to 
share  could  include  visiting  the  HI  or  lonely — and 
reading  scripture  and  praying  with  them,  making 
a  cake  or  cookies  or  taking  fruit  to  a  needy  family, 
babysitting  for  young  mothers,  tutoring  friends, 
helping  your  Sunday  School  teacher  with  a  pvarty, 
cleaning  or  decorating  the  church — or  even  paint- 
ing a  room,  praying  with  a  member  of  their  family 
about  a  problem,  or  trying  to  be  more  understand- 
ing about  special  family  needs.  Individual  needs 
of  their  own  might  include  a  decision  to  take  more 
time  for  prayer  or  Bible  reading,  or  to  ask  the 
Lord  for  patience  in  dealing  with  a  friend,  or  to 
ask  for  wisdom  in  dealing  with  a  si>ecial  problem.) 

I  pray  ithat  each  of  you  fWiU  have  a  joyousr  time 
as  you  celebrate  the  Saviour's  birth! 
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Dear  Sisters: 

It's  igood  to  be  heariflng  from  you  tihls  fall.  I've 
been  getting  registraitions  froim  quite  a  few  of 
your  societies.  There's  still  t±me  to  send  yours  in 
if  you  'haven't  yet.  We'd  like  to  have  a  record  of 
every  Sisterhood  society  in  the  denomination  this 
year.  Don't  you  be  left  out! 

I  hope  you  are  all  having  a  good  year  in  school 
or  w^ork.  I  really  am  here  at  A.C.  The  Chrisitians 
I've  met  here  are  great.  It's  so  exciting  to  learn 
that  someone  I  never  knewr  ibefore  has  'the  same 
beliefs  and  values  that  I  do.  It  forms  a  sort  of 
bond  ibetween  us.  I  guess  ithait's  the  way  it  is  with 
Christian  fellowsiiip.  That  love  that  Jesus  igives 
each  of  us  just  can't  be  kept  inside  and  bubbles 
out  to  touch  others.  It's  like  a  cup  under  a  faucet 
— as  it  gets  filled  up,  it  just  can't  hold  any  more 
and  overflows,  getting  everything  wet  around  it. 


The  Christians  on  campus  are  so  special  to  me — 
I  know  they  love  and  care  about  me,  as  I  do  them. 
It's  a  special  feeling  between  us,  even  il  I  don't 
know  them  very  well. 

It's  reaUy  a  blessing  for  me  rigtht  now  to  not 
be  in  a  totally  Christian  environment.  This  is  the 
first  I've  been  out  of  the  shelter  of  a  Christian 
majority.  Living  in  the  dorm  this  fall  I've  ihad 
more  of  a  chance  to  be  a  Christian  that  I  ever  had 
before.  And  I  haven't  preached  to  anyone.  I've 
just  done  it  by  being  me,  a  child  of  God,  with 
Jesus  living  through  me.  I  don't  feel  pressured  or 
forced  to  act  in  certain  ways,  or  do  certain  things. 
I  do  what  I  beUeve  is  right  for  me,  and  hope 
people  accept  me  for  what  I  am.  I'm  noit  saying 
that  I  don't  associate  with  non-believers,  for  then 
I  would  be  isolating  myself.  I  also  accept  them  for 
what  they  are,  even  if  I  don't  agree  with  their 
beliefs  or  actions.  I  can  stiU  be  friends  with  them 
and  pray  for  them.  I  couldn't  hope  to  witness  to 
them  if  I  wouldn't  be  friendly  to  ithem.  Jesus  asso- 
ciated with  sinners  when  He  was  on  earth.  He 
said,  "I  came  not  to  call  the  rig'hteous,  but  sinners" 
(Matthew  9:13).  I  try  to  love  them  as  much  as 
I  can,  as  I'm  sure  Jesus  did,  and  if  they  ask  me 
to  do  something  I  don'it  believe  in,  I  feel  free  to 
not  do  it.  I  think  they  think  more  of  me  for  being 
honest  with  them,  than  going  along  with  them. 
I  am  often  reminded  of  the  Scripture  that  says 
"To  him  who  knoweth  to  do  right  and  doeth  it 
not,  to  him  it  is  sin."  I  have  to  rememiber  w'ho  is 
controlling  my  life  and  then  let  Him.  I  have  to 
do  what  I  know  He  wants  me  to  do. 

At  times  it's  still  really  important  to  have  other 
Christians  around.  Even  the  strongest  battery 
needs  re-charging  before  it  runs  down.  So  do  I. 
Just  seeing  the  smile  of  another  Christian  or  talk- 
ing to  one  can  be  a  real  spiritual  uplift.  And  I 
have  to  keep  up  with  my  prayer,  Bible  Study,  and 
fellowship  times. 

The  body  of  Chrisit  is  a  super  group.  When 
someone  is  down,  another  will  offer  encourage- 
ment and  comfort,  and  a  reminder  of  God's  love. 
It's  so  important  to  stay  close  to  that  body. 

I'd  like  to  share  a  special  passage  of  scripture 
with  you,  E>phesians  5:15-20.  Read  it.  I  es.pecially 
like  part  of  verses  18  and  19:  "...  Be  filled  with 
the  Spirit,  addressing  one  another  in  psalms  and 
hymns  and  spiritual  songs,  singing  and  making 
melody  to  the  Lord  with  all  your  heart."  That's 
my  type  of  excitement!  Verse  2  goes  on  to  tell 
us  to  g*ive  thanks  to  God  for  everything.  I  want 
to  thank  God  for  His  family  here  on  earth.  I'm 
glad  for  you,  who  are  a  part  of  it,  and  encourage 
you  also  to  thank  Him  for  our  family.  May  God 
bless  you  in  this  season  of  giving  thanks. 

In  His  love, 
Nancy 

P.S.  For  our  next  board  meeting,  we  the  officers 
would  like  to  have  a  representative  from  each 
district  come  to  our  meeting  in  Asihland  to  help 
plan  for  conference.  This  will  proibalbly  be  on 
Saturday,  January  17,  1976.  Please  try  to  send 
either  a  Sisterhood  girl  or  patroness.  More  details 
later. 
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Indiana  District  Rally 

2nd    Brethren    Layman    and    Wives    Rally 


Indiana  District  Laymen  and  Wives  Annual  Rally 


If  pictures  could  speak,  either  oi  these  would 
say,  "FULL  HOUSE"!  396  Brethren  men,  women, 
and  some  youith  were  fed,  with  over  400  people, 
"Wall  to  Wall",  present  for  the  program  at  The 
Meadow  Crest  Brethren  Church  in  Foirt  Wayne 
for  the  2nd  Annual  Fall  Rally  on  Octoiber  6th. 

Bus  loads,  cars  fUled,  begin  coming  before 
6  p.m.  and  arriving  as  late  as  7:45  p.m.  with  the 
Meadow  Crest  Ladies  confident  they  had  prepared 
enough  food  to  feed  the  302  people  wiho  had  sent 
in  reservatioins  .  .  .  they  even  put  extra  in  tlhe  pot 
to  oare  for  a  few  who  would  decide  to  come  the 
last  minurte! 

As  their  pastor,  I  am  very  proud,  grateful  and 
thankful  to  each  one  of  these  gals  who  did  a 
wonderful  job,  right  down  to  the  396th  person  to 
go  througih  the  "mess"  line! 

Our  men  did  a  wonderful  job  planting  people, 
(hoping  they  wouldn't  grow),  wall  to  wall,  even 
the  pulpit  was  so  filled,  the  speaker  had  to  stand 
back,  almost  aigainst  tJie  front  wall  ...  no  pulpit 
there! 

After  a  word  of  greetng  and  welcome  from 
Richard  Grubaugh,  Paul  Leckrone  who  gave  Devo- 
tions, mentioned  something  about  the  multitude 
that  followed  Jesus  and  were  fed,  physically  and 
Spiritually,  tihen  compared  with  the  over  400 
Brethren   present. 

The  music,  in  the  very  best  sense,  set  the  ser- 
vice in  order  as  the  Benshoffs,  St.  Clair  and  Poilly, 
touched  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  played  the  organ  and 
piano  for  almost  one  half  hour  while  all  were 
'being  seated.  Then  how  the  Brethren  sang!!  It 
was  as  if  we  all  were  in  heaven  and  how  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  felt. 

Our  speaker  for  the  evening  was  Dr.  Wilfred 
Kent,  President  of  "Diagnostic  and  Counseling 
Services"    from    near    our    church    here    in    Fort 


Wayne.  Dr.  Kent  is  one  of  the  most  dynamic 
speakers  we  have  ever  heard.  We  would  recom- 
mend him  to  any  group  or  church  as  a  speaker- 
Leader  in  a  seminar,  espeoially  an.  'the  subject 
of  the  Christian  Marriage. 

The  fellowship  of  Brethren  Peopde  was  that  of 
the  very  finest  ever  experienced  with  almost  a 
record  number  of  people  present  for  any  District 
Prograim. 

As  for  ithe  new  Brethren  at  Meadow  Crest  Breth- 
ren 'Church,  all  have  expressed  great  exoi'tement 
over  the  in'terest  'Siho-wn  to  us  by  all  the  District 
Brethren  throu'gh  words  of  encouragement  and 
the  faithfulness  of  giving  to  purchase  *he  church 
and  facilities  with  the  direction  of  the  Indiana 
District  Mission  Board. 

As  the  local  pastor,  I  want  to  tihanik  all  of  the 
wonderful  Brethren  for  coming  and  yoiu"  prayerful 
and  financial  suppo'rt  of  our  Mission  Chuixh  here 
in  Fort  Wayne.  Because  of  so  'many  wonderful 
Brethren  people  everywhere,  we  are  now  able  to 
serve  tlhe  Lord  in  a  -greater  way!  From  about 
three  famlUes  one  year  ago,  we  have  grown  to 
over  18  families,  and  witih  the  Lord's  wonderful 
help,  we  will  continue!  We  thank  everyone  for 
their  prayers  and  support  through  the  Missdon 
Boards,  both  our  National  Bo'ard  and  ithe  "Ten 
Dollar  Club"  calls,  and  the  Indiana  District  Breth- 
ren in  their  giving  of  te'n  dollars  per  member  last 
year  and  again  this  present  year.  It  is  very  possi- 
ble that  the  balance  -of  $49,000  owed  on  the  Meadow 
Crest  property  wiU  be  paid  for  by  December  31sit, 
1975 !  Our  prayer  cO'nMnues  to  be  'that  we  may  soon 
be  'another  self-supporting,  'SoulJwinn'lng  Brethren 
Church  to  serve  as  we  have  on  this  evening  tiiat 
will  not  be  forgotten! 

Paul  D.  Tinkel,  Pastor 

The  Meadow  Crest  Brethren  Ohurdh 
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WOMEN'S  LAB 


GRACIOUS  LADY 


A  fuirther  gMmpise  into  the  la'boratoiry  of  life 
reveals  another  gratifying  catalyst.  For  many 
years  fthe  lady  ibeitig  portrayed  has  served  in  num- 
erous capacities  and  has  often  motivated  others 
to  j)erforming  Christian  service. 


She  has  lived  all  of  her  life  in  tihe  New  Lebanon 
area  and  has  been  a  vital  part  of  the  Brethren 
Church.  This  admirable  peTiSon  is  PAULINE 
WINFEELD,  who  for  itwo  yea^rs  served  as  vice 
president  of  the  National  Women's  Missionary 
Society  and  for  eight  years  as  its  president.  In  this 
capacity  she  maintained  the  high  degiree  of 
achievement  in  the  work  of  previous  years  and 
added  even  new  interests  and  activities  in  keeping 
with  changing  times. 


Pauline,  indeed  a  versatile  person,  has,  first  of 
all,  established  a  Christian  home  where  she  and 
her  good  husband  have  reared  four  children  who 
also  serve  the  Lord.  (She  is,  in  addition,  the  pos- 
sessor of  ten  grandchildren.) 

Although  it  has  noit  been  my  privilege  to  know 
all  four  of  her  children,  I  do  know  Joan  (Mr. 
WiUiam  Brelsford),  who  is  married  to  an  Ashland 
College  professor,  both  of  whom,  with  their  chil- 
dren, play  a  vital  role  in  the  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church.  The  Winfields'  son,  Dick,  with  his  wife — 
the  former  Kitty  Sarver — ^teaches  in  the  bush 
country  and  serves  as  assistant  principal  in  a 
sGhool  in  Nigeria.  Such  activities  by  children  re- 
flect a  significant  Christian  home  influence.  (The 
other  two,  whom  I  do  not  know,  are  doubtless 
equally  involved  in  Christian  activity.) 

In  her  earlier  years,  Pauline  manifested  a  great 
interest  in  music,  attending  musical  groups  when- 
ever possible,  i>articrpatinng  in  concerts,  and  even 
singing  on  the  radio  occasionally.  Because  of  this 
talent,  the  New  Lebanon  Church  drafted  her  into 
service  as  their  choir  director,  a  position  which 
she  held  for  quite  a  long  time.  Several  years  ago 
she  retired  as  director,  at  which  time  the  work 
was  taken  over  by  Peter  Roussaki,  w'hen  he  be- 
came minister  of  music  ait  the  New  Lebanon 
Church.  However,  since  he  has  left  there  to  resume 
graduate  study  at  Ohio  University,  Pauline  has 
been  recaUed  into  her  former  position. 

To  be  sure,  over  the  years  she  has  'taught  Sun- 
day school  classes  and  rendered  many  other  ser- 
vices lin  the  church  too  numerous  to  mention.. 

Twice  in  recent  years  the  Winfields  have  tra- 
velled to  Nigeria  to  visit  Dick  and  Kitty,  where 
they  received  much  information  and  inspiration 
relative  to  our  Brathiren  mission  work.  This  insight 
provided  them  great  understanding  which  they 
have  been  able  to  share  with  us  back  hoime. 

As  with  other  well-rounded  personalities,  Pauline 
has  hobbies — church  and  family  receiving  her  first 
attention — ^but  also  including  gardening  and  pro- 
viding loving  care  for  the  elderly,  another  reflec- 
tion of  her  unselfish  nature. 

Pauline,  a  kind  and  so-ft-spoken  lady,  has  been 
an  inspiration  to  me  ever  since  I've  known  her; 
and  I'm  sure  she  has  impressed  many  oithers 
similarly.  This  past  summer  at  General  Confer- 
ence, she  asked  to  be  re'lieved  of  the  presidency  of 
our  Women's  Missionary  Society,  a  request  which 
met  with  much  disappointment,  but  understanding, 
on  the  part  of  all  members. 

She  is  being  replaced  hy  another  ve^ry  admirable 
and  capable  lady,  Jessie  Solomon,  who  will  do  an 
excellent  service  as  well;  she  has  our  love  and 
prayers  also.  However,  we  will  miss  Pauline  very 
much. 

In  leaving  her  position  in  our  organization, 
after  ten  fruitful  years,  Pauline  will  doubtless 
agree  that  she  has  learned  a  great  deal,  and  we 
will,  likewise,  agree  that  she  has  contributed  much 
to  us,  to  the  church,  and  to  her  God. 

In  'the  words  of  'the  French  novelist,  Maurios, 
"Learning  is  nothing  without  cultivated  manners, 
buit  when  the  two  are  comlbined  in  a  woman  you 
have  one  of  the  most  exquisite  pro'ducts  of 
civilization." 


Au  revoir,  GRACIOUS  LADY! 
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MISSIOHARY 

Hews 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


IN   APPRECIATION 


With  sincere  appreciation  we  igive  a  general 
expression  of  gratefulness  for  our  'board  members, 
wlho  give  so  generously  of  'theiir  time  and  energies 
for  direotinig  our  Brethren  missions  :mini9tries  at 
home  and  abroad. 


Woodrow  Immel 

We  exitend  great  appreciaition  to  Reverend 
Woodrow  Immel  who  'has  served  for  ten  years  in 
various  capacities  of  leadership  and  as  president 
of  the  board  for  two  years.  Special  oommondation 
goes  to  him  for  'his  services  to  ouir  Kentucky  mis- 
sions, overseeing  the  building  of  the  Boys  Dorm- 
itory after  a  disastrous  fire  and  in  other  building 
and  maintenance  through  the  years.  Thanks  are 
also  expressed  to  iris  dhurch,  tihe  First  Brethren 
Ohuroh  at  North  Manchester,  Indiana  for  sharinig 
his  time  for  these  needful  miission  -services.  We 
regret  this  resignation  had  to  be  submitted  for 
reason  of  health. 


Robert  Guenzler 

Our  thanks  and  appireciartion  to  Mr.  Robert 
Guenzler  of  Lanark,  EUinois  for  his  rtenure  of 
service  on  'this  board  and  for  (his  willinigness  to 
represent  the  Missionary  Board  of  Tlie  Brethren 
OhurCh  as  its  statutory  agent  in  Illinois  during 
thoLse  years.  We  realize  that  lay  people  often  have 
to  use  vacation  time  or  limited  gained  personal 
days  to  aooomplisli  ithese  trips  and  meetings. 

Pray  God's  blessings  'be  on  them  ajs  they  continue 
their  service  for  the  Lord  in  The  Brethren  Church. 

M.  Virgil  Ingraiham 
General  Secretary 


MISSIONARY  BOARD  OF 
THE  BRETHREiN  CHUROH 
ORGANIZATION  1975-1976 
PRESIDENT  Thomas  L.  Stoffer 

FIRST  VICE  PRESIDENT  James  Naff 

SECOND  VICE  PRE'SIDENT  Spencer  Gentle 

THIRD  VICE  PRESIDENT        Dona;ld  E.  Rowser 
TREASURER  Mrs.  Dorman  L.  Ronk 


William  H.  Anderson 
Glen  Bixler 
Milford  K.  Brinegar 
Wayne  Crytzer 
RusseU  C.  Gordon 
J.  D.  Hamel 
Robert  Keplinger 

Clarence  A. 


William  Kemer 

Thomas  Kidder 

OVlrs.  Roibert  ICrof t 

Charles  Lowmaster 

LAoyd  R.  Miller 

Owen  Nye 

Jerald  D.  Radciliff 

Stoigsdill 
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COLOMBIA   PICTORIAL   REPORT 


By  Kenneth  L.  Solomon 


On  t'he  13th  of  Septemiber,  1975  miembers  of  The 
Breitihren  Oiurch  in  Colom'bia  and  their  friends 
gajthered  in  'the  home  of  lay-evangelist  David 
Gonzales  with  the  purpose  of  dedicaiting  their 
new  home  to  the  Lord  and  the  preaohing  of  His 
Word.  Here  misBiiOinary  Kenneth  Soloffnon  is  seen 
shaking  ihands  witfli  Mr.  Gonzales  and  expressitiig 
for  the  mission  and  for  the  memibers  present  the 
sinicere  desire  that  God's  richest  blessings  accom- 
pany the  family  in  itheir  new  home  and  m  their 
ministry  in  it.  Mr.  Gonzales  is  a  broom  and  brush 
manufaoturer  on  a  part  time  basis,  tihe  other  part 
being  dedicated  to  personal  evangeiism  and  teach- 
ing of  the  Wond. 


The  Arango  family  is  seen  here  with  rtheir  Uncle 
Augusto  and  Missionary  Kenneth  Solomon,  m 
their  home  where  three,  two-houx  Bible  studies 
are  conducted  every  week.  (The  father  is  in  prison 
where  he  will  remain  anoither  two  years  at  least 
unless  the  Lord  trutervenes.  He  also  ihas  accepted 
Ohrist  as  his  Savior  and  is  a  changed  mian.)  The 
majority  in  this  picture  were  present  in  the  bap- 
tism that  took  place  ooi  the  13th  of  Septemiber  in 
Which  half  were  baptized,  with  the  seven  candi- 
dats  amd  the  other  half  were  scheduled  to  ihe  bap- 
tized on  the  12th  of  October,  the  Lord  willing. 


In  'this  picture  we  see  some  of  the  congregation 
that  meets  in  Mr.  iGonzcdez's  home  quite  a  few 
times  during  the  week  for  slnginig,  prayer  and  ithe 
study  of  God's  word.  The  gentlemen  pictured  with 
them  is  lay-evangeUst  Danio  Tobon  wihio  assists  Mr. 
Gonzallies  wi'th  the  teacMng  of  the  cMldren.  Dario 
is  taking  some  special  classes  from  the  missionaiy 
representatives  for  Child  Evanigelism  in  MedeUin 
in  (Offideir  to  (better  prepare  himseM  to  fulfill  (has 
calling  in  this  area. 


Bank  of  Amenioa  wihere  I  have  monithly  contact 
with  many  lof  the  iColorabiain  employees  and  bank 
guards.  They  gladly  look  forward  to  receiving  -the 
high  quality  of  Gospel  ILterature  we  give  ithem. 
This  gives  a  iwanderful  opportuniity  for  presenting 
Qhirist.  We  praise  God  for  such  opportunitieB ! 
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HAROLD   E,   BARNETT   RESIGNS 


Harold  Barnett 


I>r.  Harold  E.  iBaraiett,  President  oif  Riverside 
Ohristian  Training  School  and  pastor  of  the 
Drusihal  Memorial  Brethren  Church  at  Lost  Creek, 
Kentucky  knoiwn  throughout  the  denomination  for 
his  work  in  .these  areas  as  weU  as  for  his  revival 
meetings,  is  resigning  from  his  work  at  Lost 
Creek  after  Christmas,  1975. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnett  went  to  Lost  Creek  in  the 
summer  of  1959  when  Harold  was  elected  President 
of  Riverside  Christian  Training  School  following 
the  death  of  Reverend  George  E.  Drushal  in  1958. 
Harold  was  returning  to  Breathitt  County  and  the 
school  he  had  graduated  from  ten  years  earlier. 
At  that  time  he  assumed  the  leadersihip  of  the 
work  of  the  school  as  well  as  being  pastor  of  the 
Lost  Creek,  Haddlx  and  Rowdy  Brethren  Churches. 
Prior  to  serving  at  Riverside  Christian  Training 
School,  he  pastored  the  Mansfield,  Ohio  and  Johns- 
town Second  Brethren  Church,  Pennsylvania.  Most 
recently  in  addition  to  his  responsibilities  at  Lost 
Creek,  Harold  also  taught  at  L«es  Junior  College 
at  Jackson,  Kentucky.  He  graduated  from  Ashland 
College,  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  with  a 
Bachelor  of  Divinity  degree  and  deceived  his  Ph.  D. 
in  ReUgious  Education  from  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh. 

In  the  sixteen  yeai's  that  Dr.  Bamiett  h'as  served 
in  this  Appalachian  area,  he  has  seen  many  addi- 
tions and  improvements  at  the  school.  Noteworthy 
among  these  are  the  completion  of  the  sdhool- 
gymnasium  building,  erection  of  the  Drushal 
Memorial  Church  building,  the  Maurice  Hall  Memo- 
rial Boys'  Dorm,  the  Landis  Building,  the  Swango- 
Phiilips  Apartments  for  teachers  and  staff,  a  new 
maintenance  building  and  new  water  system  and 
a  new  athletic  field.  At  the  present  time  the  school 
has  a  full  staff  of  workers  and  teachers  number- 
ing about  25  bo'th  fuU  and  part-time.  The  staff 
operates  the  three  churches  and  the  Fugate's  Fork 
and  Lick  Branch  Sunday  Schools. 

Dr.  Barnett  anticipates  working  m  a  new  min- 
istry January  1,  1976  in  organizing  and  establishing 
the  Broadfording  Christian  College  in  Maryland. 
We  are  thankful  for  his  many  years  of  dedicated 
service  and  pray  God's  blessing  upon  him  in  his 
new  venture. 
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THE  B-l-B-L-E 
Yes,  That's  The  Book 


THE  BIBLE  IS  A  COIjCECTION  OF  66  BOOKS 
WRITTEN  BY  APPROXIMATELY  40  AUTHORS 
OVER  A  PERIOD  OF  MANY  YEARS.  How  do 
we  help  children  understand  ithose  facts? 

Here    are    some    of   the   activities   we   recently 
designed  at  Brethren  House  to  help  further  this 
understanding. 
(1)  INDIVIDUAL,  SCROLLS: 

On  itwo  different  Sundays  we  had  learning  sta- 
tions set  up,  supplied  with  flannel-backed  sitrips 
representing  the  books  of  the  Bible.  The  first 
Sunday  the  Old  Testament  flannel-strip  books 
were  posited  on  the  flannel  board.  Large  sheets 
of  pink  pajjer  (about  18  x  20  faches)  and  a  marker 
were  available  on  the  table. 

This  was  the  direation  on  the  "tosk  card"  the 
first  Sunday: 

"Write  the  name  of  one  of  the  toooks  of  the 
Old   Testament   on    a   sheet   of    the   large 
I>ink  paper. 
"Remove  the   naone   of  that   book   from   the 
flannel  board." 

We  put  an  older  child  in  dharge  of  the  station 
to  help  rthe  younger  ones.  That  Suin'day,  and  on 
two  days  after  school  that  week,  all  of  the  Old 
Testament  toooks  were  copied  on  39  large  sheets 
of  pink  paper. 

The  second  Sunday  we  followed  the  same  pro- 
cedure  for  the  books  of  the  New  Testament — 


only  using  large  pieces  of  green  paper.  Then  dur- 
ing the  week  (after  school)  we  assigned  children 
to  roU-up  these  sheets  representing  individual  boks 
of  the  Bible  and  insert  them  into  paper  towel 
tubes — one  in  each  tube.  (We  have  saved  these 
tubes  in  our  storage  shed  and  have  plenty).  They 
also  wrote  the  name  of  each  book  on  the  outside 
of  the  tube. 

At  the  end  of  the  two  weeks  we  'had  66  Individual 
scrolls  representing  ^the  66  bootes  of  the  Bible  in- 
serted in  66  paper  towel  tuibes.  So  the  children 
had  actually  handled  these  symibohc  "boota"  some- 
what in  their  original  scroll-like  form. 

(2)  SCROLL,  HUNT: 

One  Sunday  morning  we  assigned  2  boys  the 
project  of  "stashing"  these  66  scrolls  throughout 
Brethren  House.  They  coiJd  put  the  scrolls  any 
place  that  could  be  easily  reached  by  all  of  the 
children.  So  they  did — ^behind  doors,  behind  book- 
cases, in  Bonnie's  toaster  oven,  in  her  bath  tub, 
etc. — until  all  66  were  "stashed." 

On  the  following  week-days,  a  treasure  hunt 
ensued.  Children  were  encouraged  to  find  the 
scrolls  and  bring  them  to  a  cen'tral  location.  As 
the  children  found  them,  a  sorter  was  appointed 
to  label  cardboard  boxes  identifying  the  types  of 
literature  appearing  in  the  Bible.  The  sorter  made 
these  labels-^"LAW,  HISTORY,  POETRY,  MAJOR 
PROPHETS,  MINOR  PROPHETS"  for  the  Old 
Testament;  and  "GOSPELS,  HISTORY,  PAUL'S 
LETTERS,  OTHERS'  LETTERS,  PROPHECY"  for 
the  New  Testament.  This  soirter  then,  with  an 
answer  key  in  hand  listing  the  books  in  each 
division,  placed  ithe  scrolls  in  the  appropriate 
boxes. 

(3)  SELECTING  THE  CANON: 

Before  the  next  Sunday  Jean  inserted  4  scrolls 
that  didn't  belong  in  the  canon.  She  called  them 
"Melchizidek,  I  Samson,  Thoimas,  and  I  Tiberians." 
When  the  children  discovered  these  included  in 
the  boxes  on  Sunday  moiming,  they  wanted  to 
know  why  these  foreign  books  were  in  with  the 
others.  This  led  into  'the  next  activity,  the  Council 
Meeting. 

Just  'briefly  on  Sunday  morning  we  role-played 
the  idea  of  selecting  literature  for  including  it  in 
the  Scriptures.  Jean  called  o'ff  the  names  of  the 
scrolls  that  had  been  found  and  asked  the  'group 
there  to  represent  the  Council  and  vote  whether 
or  not  to  include  each  in  the  Canon  of  Scriptures. 

She  pointed  ouit  that  the  actual  process  required 
much  longer.  One  child  asked  if  the  Council  would 
have  had  to  read  all  of  the  books.  So  at  least  some 
of  ithem  understood  the  concept. 

(4)  AND  MORE: 

Another  step  involved  was  the  taping  together 
of  all  of  the  boxes  of  scrolls  represen-ting  books 
of  the  Old  Testament  and  also  securing  the  boxes 
together  ithat  symbolized  the  groups  of  New  Test- 
ament books. 

Of  course  we  have  other  activities  that  teaCh  the 
concept  of  a  collection  of  books  of  different  kinds 
of  literature  (Our  Bible  Books  Library,  Map  Activ- 
ity, Old  Testament  Shuffleboard,  History  Concen- 
tratiion,  Bible  Authors,  etc),  but  'this  process  of 
symbolizing  the  individual  books,  their  co'llection, 
grouping  together,  and  voting  on  their  inclusion 
in  the  canon  was  anoitiher  attempt  to  help  the 
children  realize  what  the  Bible  reaUy  te. 


Page  Twenty 

13.  ew  s 
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Memorials 


Weddings 


MORTON 

Daisy  M.  Mcxrton  passed  away  on  Ootoiber  8, 
1975  at  the  age  of  77  years.  She  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Brethren  lOhuroh  for  miany  years, 
serviing  in  the  Glenford  church  and  then  being  a 
charter  member  of  ithe  Newark  church.  She  was 
a  Deaconess  in  the  churdh.  She  also  served  in  a 
number  of  other  offices  in  the  Suniday  iscihooi  and 
church  and  in  the  W.M.S. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  Newark  on  Octo- 
ber 10,  1975  by  Dr.  J.  Garber  Drushel  and  Rev. 
Alvin  Grumbling. 


TALMAGE 

Ralph  Talmage  passed  away  early  Friday  imorn- 
ing,  October  10,  in  the  Wabash  County  Hospital. 

Mr.  Talmage  was  employed  in  a  local  Depart- 
ment store  for  forty  years  until  his  retirement. 

He  married  Truda  Eikenberry  in  1923,  and  she 
survives.  Also  surviivinig  hiim  are  itwo  sisters  and 
one  niece. 

A  daughiter  and  son  are  deceased. 

Memorial  services  were  held  in  'the  sanctuary  of 
'the  First  Brethren  Church  with  Rev.  Woodrow 
Immel  officiatinig. 

Interment  was  in  Pleasant  Hill  Oemeitery. 


POTTENGER 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Griisit)  Pottenger  passed  away 
Septembe'r  17  at  the  Lutheran  Hospital,  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana,  where  she  had  been  Ml  for  two 
weeks. 

She  is  survived  by  iher  ever  faithful  husiband, 
Wmiam  Y.  Po'ttenger,  three  daoigihters,  six  grand- 
dhildren,  and  five  great  igranddh;ildren. 

One  daughter  and  one  broither  are  deceased. 

Memorial  services  were  held  in  the  sanictuary  of 
the  First  Brethren  Church  lin  North  Manichester, 
Saturday,  Septemiber  20,  with  Rev.  Woodrow 
Immel  officiating. 

Interment  was   in   Fairview  Cemetery. 


3IYERS 

Mrs.  Mildred  Myers  passed  away  early  this 
month  following  a  rather  extended  illness,  both  in 
the  Wabash  Hospital  and  the  Caylor-Nlckei  OUnic 
in  Bl'Uiffton.  Her  husibaind  passed  away  ki  May, 
1974. 

Mrs.  Myers  is  survived  by  many  very  dose 
friends  and  a  host  of  nieces  and  nephews. 

Mem'Orial  iservices  were  held  in  the  sanctuary  of 
the  First  Brethren  Church  in  North  Manchester 
with   Rev.  Woodrow  Immel   officiating. 

Interment  was  in  Fairview  Cemetery. 


HARMON-SMITH 

Miss  Bethany  Jean  Harmon  and  Mr.  Alfred 
Owen  Smith  were  uniited  in  marriage  Septem'ber 
21,  1975. 

Miss  Harmon  is  the  dauglhter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Voy  Lee  Harmon  of  Greenwich,  Ohio  and  Alfred 
is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owen  A.  Smith  of  Ash- 
land,  Ohio. 

The  ceremony  took  place  at  the  United  Meithodiiist 
Church  in  Savannah,  Ohio  wditih  Rev.  Robert 
Snyder  of  Shelby,  Ohio  and  Rev.  Karl  Hines  of 
Savannah  officiating. 

Mr.  Smith  and  his  parents  are  members  of  the 
Park  Street  Brethren  OhiMiah  in  Ashland,  Ohio. 


Goldenaires 


MR.  AND  MRS.  LAWRENCE  STUCKMAN  of 
Mesa,  Arizona,  ceWbrated  their  'Sixtieth  wedding 
anniversary  on  Septem'ber  22,  1975.  They  are 
members  olf  the  Papago  Park  Brethren  Church. 


3IEMBERSHIP  GROWTH 

Sarasota,  Florida — 5  by  baptism 
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CHURCH 
NEWS 


LOUrSVILLE,  OHIO 


LIFE         LOVE         LIBERTY 

— 'the  1975  theme  for  the  annual  Constituticm  week 

celebration  in   Louisville,   Ohio.   23   years   ago  in 

Louisville  one  of  our  local  residenits,  decided  that 

as  Americains  we  didn't  give  enough  recognition 

to  our  country's  Coinstitutlon.  Since  it  was  signed 

Septeanber  17,  1787  she  felt  September  il7th  should 

be  a  legal  holiday  on  a  par  with  the  4th  of  July. 

"Our  forefathers  sacrificed  their  lives  and 

fortunes  to  leave  to  posterity  this  great 

document  which  goivems  our  land.  Now  it 

is  tile  duty  of  'We  the  people"   to  love, 

defend   and    guard   it    against    all   harm. 

Protect  'the  Constitution — it  protects  you!" 

— Olga  Weber 

Mrs.  Weber  lenlisted  tihe  aid  of  tn'terested  friends 
and  beginning  in  1951  distributed  Constitution, 
Declaration  of  Inidepen'dence  and  Bill  of  Rights 
booklets  in  the  area  schools.  Much  effort  was 
made  to  arouse  a  spirit  of  patriotism. 

In  1953  the  Ohio  State  Legislature  adopted  a 
resolution  declaring  September  17  as  Constitution 
Day — ^ain  observance  day  but  not  a  legal  holiday. 
In  1957  Louisville,  Ohio  became  legally  known  as 
Constitution  Town.  Highway  markers  declaring 
this  fact  were  erected  on  every  road  entering  town. 
The  day  of  September  17th  has  been  celebrated 
annually  since  1952  but  in  1963  the  celeibration  was 
expanded  to  a  w^eek. 

All  of  these  ef f O'rts  now  have  a  year  ro'und  effect 
in  our  community.  In  the  isChO'Ols  students  submit 
theme  slO'gans  froim  wihidh  oaie  is  chosen  'to  be 
the  main  emphasis  each  year.  After  the  theme  for 
the  year  is  'decided  essay  contests  are  conducted 
wiith  three  age  groupings  in  competition.  One 
winner  is  reooignized  in  eadh  gro'up  'but  no  one 
w'ho  enters  ihias  lost  anythinig. 

An  'Avenue  of  Flags'  has  ibeen  erected  in  front 
of  ithe  Town  Hall  displaying  the  50  state  flags. 
Elementary  classes  visit  the  display  and  become 
personally  acquainted  with  the  make-up  of  the 
nation  of  which  they  are  a  citizen. 

Crowning  Constitution  week  events  is  a  spec- 
tacular i)arade.  The  accompanying  photos  shows 
the  ifloat  entered  this  year  by  Louisville  First 
Brethren  iGhurch.  To  carry  out  ttie  'theme  of  U£e — 
Love — Liberty  we  used  ithree  groupdings  on  a 
wagon  in  front  of  an  O'pen  Bible.  Life  was  repre- 
senited  iby  a  family;  Love  'by  a  dioss;  and  Liberty 
by  a  live  portrayal  of  the  well  known  picture 
'Spirit  of  76'.  We  tied  it  all  together  with  the 
phrase  'OUR  NATION'S  (FOUiNDATION'  around 
the  base. 


It  was  a  warm  experience  to  ride  down  the 
streets  of  Louisvil'le  as  a  part  of  this  float.  Many 
people  stood  reverently  as  we  passed  by,  others 
cheered  loudly.  The  youth  of  our  church  walked 
along  and  distribute  tracts  to  parade  viewers. 

It  was  a  good  experience  for  all  who  were  in- 
volved (also  a  lot  of  hard  work)!  It  was  done  in 
the  spirit  of  Colossians  3:23  "Whatsoever  ye  do, 
do  it  heartily,  as  to  the  Lord,  and  not  unto  men." 
We  leave  the  results  for  eternity  to  'God. 
Mrs.  Charles  Lowmaster 
(Chairman  of  ithe  Float  Committee) 
(The  picture  is  provided  through  the  co'urtesy  of 
the  LouisrviUe  Herald) 

ATTENTION!  Louisville  has  offered  to 
b)ing  their  float  to  the  1976  General  Confer- 
ence for  a  jmrade  through  Ashland  as  a  part 
of  our  Brethren  Bicentennial  Celebration. 

The  Bicentennial  Committee  tvould  be 
most  anxious  to  knoiv  if  and  how  many 
churches  and  organizations  ivould  be  inter- 
ested in  bringing  a  float  to  General  Confer- 
ence to  participate  in  such  an  event.  Re- 
sponses indicating  interest  in  such  a  project 
are  eagerly  aivaited  by  the  Brethren  Bicen- 
tennial Committee  at  910  Center  Street, 
Ashland,  Ohio  i-i-805. 


PAPAGO.  TEMPE.  ARIZONA 

Gretdhen  Creiglhton,  a  third  grade  student  at 
Pueblo  Sdhool  in  ScottsdaJe,  Arizona,  won  first 
place  in  her  division  in  an  essay  'contest  sponsored 
'by  the  Scottsdaie  Boatrd  of  Realtors.  She  was 
awarded  a  prize  of  325.00.  Gretchen  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alan  Creighton  of  'the  Papago 
Park  Brethren  Ohiurdh,  Tempe,  Arizona.  Here  is 
her  essay: 

MY  HOME 

My  home  is  very,  very  special  to  me.  'If  I  spiU 
something  at  my  'house,  I  wiU  still  be  loved.  Even 
if  I  'break  a  window,  I  'wUl  istiU  be  loved.  My  Mom 
and  Dad  love  me,  and  my  Dog  and  Cat  love  me. 
My  'home  is  a  'danoy,  prancy  home.  My  home  is 
not  very  'big  to  some  peopde,  but  it  is  very  big 
to  ome. 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


SARASOTA,  FLORIDA 


NEWS  RELEASE: 

Dr.  J.  D.  Hamed,  ipastor  of  the  Sarasota  First 
Brethren  Churcih,  will  appear  in  a  Motion  Piotuje 
entitled,  "Portrait  for  Destruction"  being  made  in 
Sarasota,  Plorida  and  other  sites  across  the  coun- 
try. Pastor  Hamel  will  represent  the  part  of  the 
Chaplain  in  the  filim.  Pastor  liamel  is  Cha:plain 
and  life  member  of  the  State  of  Florida  Fireman's 
Association  and  a  Deputy  Sheriff  with  specific 
work  in  suicide  prevention.  The  film  is  being  shot 
by  Mini-Pix  International  picture  coimpany.  When 
finlsihed,  the  half  hour  movie  will  include  168 
scenes  and  a  cast  of  406,  of  whom  166  are  firemen 
contributing  their  off-duty  time.  The  fUm,  which 
is  part  drama,  part  documentary,  will  be  distxi 
buted  nationwide  and  wiUi  have  its  premier  in 
Sarasota. 

An  account  of  ithe  preparation  and  filming  of 
the  picture  as  published  by  the  Sarasota  Herald- 
Tribune  and  written  by  reporter  John  RibWer 
explains  'the  reasons  for  the  setting  for  the  film 
being  designated  as  Sarasota:  "Producers  chose 
to  make  the  movie  here  because  Sarasoita  has  one 
of  the  10  best  fire  departments  for  a  city  of  its 
size  in  the  nation,  they  said." 

'Anyone  can  make  a  film'  said  Parker,  a  veteran 
Hollywood  Director.  'We  are  making  a  film  with 
a  piMlosophy  and  a  theme.  We  wiH  isihow  the  'haz- 
ards a  fire  fighter  goes  througii,  and  ithe  miomality 
and  meaning  of  has  work.'  " 

The  article  goes  on  to  quote  U.  Robert  Buliard, 
who  served  as  technical  advisor  for  ithe  film  as 
saying,  "Everyone  still  thinks  of  the  fii^eman  as 
sitting  in  a  rocker  on  the  porch  of  the  house, 
drinking  beer  and  playing  cards  all  day.  This  will 
show  the  fireman  is  one  of  the  most  higiily  trained, 
committed  and   educated  public  servants." 


Photo  by  Ron  Jett 
Sarasota  Journal 


"Setting  the  Scene"  firemen  and  actors 
take  their  places.  Dr.  J.  D.  Hamel,  attired 
in  his  regalia  as  Chaplain  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment shoivn  on  the  right. 


The  producers  report  'the  film  is  being  made 
under  the  auspices  of  the  major  national  fire  pre- 
vention and  fire  saftey  organizations.  It  is  con- 
sidered to  be  accurate  enough  to  be  used  in  train- 
ing purposes  and  siharp  and  exciting  enough  to  be 
Shown  to  school  dhildnen  and  civic  dubs. 


To  Dr.  J. 
From  Becky 


D.  Hamel 

-  Phil.  4:13 

Joel  3:9-14 
Mark  3: '7 


"Son  of  Thunder" 

Around  the  world  he's  come  and  gone,  looking 

for  his  star 
Sirens  shriill,  a  i>apt  of  life,  dea'th,  and  guns 

and  war 
Citations  and  diplomas — he  earned  'the  title  "Doc" 
Didn't  change  him — not  at  least  his  trace  against 

the  clock 
Distinguished  by  important  men,  he  earned  a 

loving  cup 
But  tending  to  be  humble,  Ihis  eyes  kept  looking  up 
Through  antiseptic  oorridors  tlie  nurses  stood 

in  awe 
His  helmet  of  salvation — a  great  friend  to  the  law 
Teaching  words  of  wisdom  from  my  iGrandad's 

rocking  chair 
Adoring  eyes  of  children  asked  "Is  that  God  I 

see  there?" 


Books  and  words  and  names  and  faces,  tending  to 

his  flock 
Like  a  hiiglh  speed  racing  car  tearing  round 

the  block 
At  home  with  famous  names  as  well  as  ones  he 

knew  back  home 
EJvanigeliS'tic  missionary  destined  to  ibeoome 
A  patriot  in  spirit,  a  strong  and  iforcefui  soul 
Bringing  souls  to  Jesus — Ws  only  earthly  goal 
A  fascinating  father,  a  wife's  sweet  vallentlne 
Once  he  gave  a  rose  to  me,  this  special  friend 

of  mine 
Remembered  by  so  many  from  the  tihundeir  of 

the  word 
From  here  to  Indiana  sttll  'his  eaho  can  be  heard 
This  son  of  thunder  stands  today  with  great  and 

miigihty  men 
His  face  'Sihines  witJi  that  ageless  love — our 

Saviour  dwells  in  h&m. 
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News    From    fhe    Breihren    Home 
Flota,    Indiana 


We  have  ibeen  so  busy  getting  our  new  wing 
open — and  biiildling  more  apaj'tments,  I  just  don't 
know  where  the  time  goes !  Praise  the  Lord ! 
Things  are  really  happening  here! 

We  received  our  permit  (after  passing  numerous 
inspeotions)  to  open  the  new  wing  June  23rd,  for 
40  more  beds — ^makiing  a  total  of  86.  Even  though 
licensed  for  86,  we  wiU  have  only  81  available, 
due  to  private  roiomis,  etc.,  and  we  now  have  79 
of  those  filled.  We  have  severaJl  couples  also.  As 
we  grow  in  numbers,  the  interest  grows. 

We  are  now  finalizing  plans  for  the  kitchen 
remodeling.  Our  hopeful  plans  for  a  large  new 
dinanig  room  had  to  change.  The  cost  proved  too 
gireat  after  receiving  bids,  but  we  are  going  ahead 
with  remodeling  'the  kitchen — and  getting  much 
needed  new  equipment.  Our  stoves  were  'brought 
from  Ashland  College  in  1968,  and  our  kitchen 
staff  are  becoming  quite  expert  in  nursing  them 
along — and  breathing  a  little  more  life  into  them — 
ito  last  until  we  get  our  new  ones  installed.  Num- 
erous kinds  of  equipment  are  needed  should  any 
of  you,  as  a  project,  like  to  contribute. 

Growth  is  great — and  only  guided  by  the  Lord's 
hand. 

Along  with  gaining  many  new  residents,  we 
are  also  igaining  many  inew  employees — neoes- 
sarily.  I  wish  you  could  have  the  opportunity  of 
knowing  our  staff  also.  They  are  dedicated,  loyal 


people.  Without  each  of  them  consoientiouslly 
doing  his  i)art  to  uphold  our  tradition  and  pMiso- 
phy,  growth  would  not  be  possible.  Each,  in  his 
own  way,  contributes  a  great  deal  ito  the  faciMty — 
and  we  are  very  proud  of  them. 

Our  eight  apartments  are  well  on  the  way.  These 
should  be  completed  in  December.  AU  our  aprart- 
ment  residents  have  become  "Sidewalk  Superin- 
tendents". There  are  no  dull  moments. 

With  various  apairtments  now  continuing  to  be 
built,  would  some  of  you  suggest  names  for  our 
buildings?  We  have. the  original  old  building  with 
nine  apartments  (iNo.  1),  three  separate  cottages, 
and  now  the  eight  apartments  in  ano'ther  building. 
We  'will  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you  with 
suggestions  for  names — then  our  Board  of  Direc- 
tors can  make  the  choice.  Send  your  ideas  to  the 
address  below. 

We  had  a  "Christmas  in  Ootoiber"  party  and 
Open  House  here  on  October  25  and  everyone 
attending  was  asked  to  bring  lone  Christmas 
ornament  with  them. 

Come  see  us,  if  possible,  and  learn  what  part 
we  have  in  contributinig  to  our  Church  growth. 
Mrs.  Rosemary  Eddy, 

Adminisitratoir 
The  Brethren's  Home 
Rt.  2,  Box  97A 
Flora,  Indiana    46929 
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SHARE  OUR  HISTORY 


The  Committee  on  the  Brethren  Bicentennial  requests  aU  of  our  readers  to 
examine  their  Shelves,  lUes  and  attics  for  artifacts  and  documents  of  historical 
value  relating  to  The  Brethren  Church.  Articles  are  needed  for  displays  at  the  1976 
General  Conference  and  for  possible  donations  to  'the  permanent  collection  in  the 
Brethren  Archives  following  the  Conference. 

If  you  have  something  that  can  be  utilized  in  the  display  areas,  please  contact 
the  committee  at  this  address:     Brethren  Bicentennial 
910  Center  Street 
Ashland,  Ohio    44805 
Please  indicate  in  your  correspondence  What  artioles  are  available  and  if  ^they 
can  be  used  only  for  display  purposes  at  the  Conference  or  if  (they  can  be  added 
to  the  collection  in  the  archives. 

Further  instructions  and  information  wiU  be  sent  to  you  by  the  committee  upon 
hearing  from  you.  Your  cooperation  in  this  venture  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 
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Peter  Becker 


A  digest  of  a  paper  on  the  forefathers  of 
The  Brethren  Church  by  students  in  a  class 
on  Brethren  History  and  Doctrine  conducted 
at  the  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  by  Rev. 
Richard  Allison. 


Peter  Becker  was  born  in  1687  in  DiMieim, 
Germany,  and  was  of  Reformed  parents.  He  was 
reared  in  the  religion  of  his  parents;  but  in  1714 
he  came  into  contact  with  the  Sohwarzenau  con- 
gregation and  its  principles  and  .soon  was  ibaptized 
into  the  new  foirm  of  religion.' 

The  Sohwarzenau  comgregation  (a  congregation 
of  baptists)  was  founded  or  established  in  1708  and 
is  located  on  the  Eder,  in  Kreis  Wittgenstedn,  in 
Westphalia.  Many  began  settling  and  forming  n&w 
congregatiorts,  one  of  which  was  in  the  Manienibom 
diatriot;  ihowever  the  people  were  constantly  being 
chased  and  perseouted  'because  of  their  faith.  One 
of  the  prime  reasons  was  that  they  refused  to  stop 
public  baptisms,  one  of  their  basic  beliefs.  TMs 
Marienbom  group  decided  to  more  on  to  the  area 
of  Crefeld  (or  Krefeld,  Creyfelt,  Krefeldt)  in  1715. 
It  is  after  the  congregation  had  been  estaiblisihed  in 
Crefeld  'that  Peter  enters  the  scene  and  becomes 
a  member.  Peter  was  a  quiet,  humble  man. 

In  Crefeld  after  a  few  years  had  gone  by,  trouble 
began  to  stir  within  the  church.  The  question  was 
most  likely  in  reference  to  people  (members) 
marrying  oithers  outsire  the  congregatSon.  How- 
ever, some  believe  that  this  was  not  'the  cause. 
They  say  that  the  argument  was  concerning  a 
single  minister's  (Hacker)  marrying  situation. ^ 
This  caused  much  conflict  and  stirife  within  the 
Crefeld  congregation  which  finally  led  'to  a  spilit- 
ting  of  it.  In  1719,  many  members  of  Che  congre- 
gation left  for  America  under  the  leadership  of 
Peter  Becker.  They  headed  for  Pennsylvania  where 
they  believed  that  they  would  start  anew. 

The  tPip  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean  was  not  what 
most  had  expected  it  to  be.  It  took  six  months 
(May  to  October).  On  board  ship  many  things  had 
to  be  endured;  such  as:  s'tendh,  fumes,  horror, 
vomiting,  seasickness,  fever,  dyse'ntei'y,  headaohes, 
'heat,  constipation,  boUs,  scuirvey,  mouth  rot,  etc. 
Add  to  this  list  the  'jMXJblems  of  thirst  hunger, 
dampness,  and  anxiety  and  we  can  see  it  was  a 
very  strenuous  ordeal.  ■*  This  gives  us  some  idea 
as  to  the  pain  and  hai-dship  that  these  few  people 
were  willing  to  endure  for  their  faith.  Peter  Becker 
and  the  small  group  with  him  arrived  in  Penn- 
sylvania in  the  fall  of  1719.  This  group  consisted 
of  twenty  families.  It  was  not  until  1729  (ten  years 
later)  that  the  second  gro'Uip  (with  Alexander 
Mack)    arrived  in  America.-* 

The  first  few  years  in  Germianitown  were  years 
of  building,  clearing  land,  establishing  a  trade,  etc. 
and  these  things  prevented  the  group  from  spread- 
ing or  growing.  Also  there  were  stSll  ill  thoughits 
of   the   division   at   Crefeld.   Peter  Becker  was  a 


by  Earl  Crissman 


weaver  by  trade  ajid  he  also  owned  23  acres  of 
ground  (in  (3ermantown.  w'hlch  he  planted  in 
cereals  and  flax.'  After  three  years,  interest 
started  igroiwing  concerning  reuniting  -oif  people  otf 
the  area  in  iChuroh  meetings.  In  1722,  Peter  and  two 
other  Brethren  members,  began  a  journey  across 
the  country  which  became  their  first  church  vis- 
itatio'n  program  in  America.  They  went  to  sudh 
areas  as  Skippack,  Oley,  etc.  They  informed  these 
people  of  their  desiire  to  start  meetings  very  soon. 
All  hard  feelings  and  differences  were  to  be  put 
aside  and  a  new  'beginning  was  to  be  made.  They 
held  these  meetings  in  their  homes  and  continued 
to  'hold  them  until  whiter  prevented  their  con- 
tinuance. However  this  started  again  in  the  next 
year  (1723)  with  igroiwing  results. 

In  the  fall  of  1723,  several  peoiple  who  had  been 
very  interested  expressed  a  desire  to  become  a 
part  of  the  fellowship.  The  problem  became — 
who  was  going  to  baptize  them?  So  they  wrote 
back  to  Europe  to  their  mother  church  to  find 
out  procedures  and  the  answer  was  that  they  had 
to  choose  an  appropriate  person  for  their  minister. 
Peter  Becker  was  elected  or  Chosen  as  the  first 
minister  m  America.  He  was  chosen,  even  though 
not  being  a  good  orator,  for  he  was  very  well 
known  for  his  piety,  fervent  prayers  and  singing 
abUities.7  (He  was  perhaps  the  most  gifted  sin'ger 
in  the  oolOinial  church  and  also  a  vmter  of  many 
hymns.)  On  December  25,  1723,  in  ithe  Wissahiokon 
Creek  near  Germantown  on  John  Gumre's  prop- 
erty, Peter  Becker  baptized  the  new  converts  (six 
'in  number),  after  which  a  love  feast  was  held  at 
Gumre's  home.s  This  was  the  climax  of  the  new 
"awakening"  in  America.  This  was  the  beginning 
of  a  great  movement;  yet  the  thrust  and  zeal  of 
it  lasted  less  than  seven  mon'ths  (untU  1724)  before 
it  began  to  decline.  This  was  w^hen  the  awakening 
in  Conestoga  begun. 

In  the  fall  of  1724,  Peter  Becker  and  the  rest 
of  the  males  (14  in  total)  in  the  Germantown  con- 
gregation began  an  evangelistic  mission  in  Penn- 
sylvania (Penn's  Woods).  Through  this  endeavor, 
two  new  congregations  were  farmed — ^Coventry 
and  Conestoga.  The  outlook  for  the  fu'ture  of  the 
Brethren  witness  looked  very  promising  and  re- 
warding; however  a  few  years  later  trouible  be- 
gins Which  led  to  division. 

In  1728,  many  events  occurred  which  affected 
the  Brethren  congregation  1>ecause  of  a  man  known 
as  Conrad  BeLsisel.  It  was  Peter  Becker  who 
brought  Beissel  into  his  home,  kept  him,  and  even 
gave  him  a  trade  in  1720-21.  In  1724,  Beissel  was 
baptized  by  Peter  and  also  received  auithorfty  to 
act  (as:  a  preacher,  a  baptizer,  and  administrator 
of  the  Holy  Co'mmiunion).?  Howe'ver  he  wanted  to 
do  :things  his  way  Which  started  the  wheels  turn- 
ing toward  divlision. 
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B^issel  believed  and  taughit  such  thlrngs  as: 
direct  revelaition  that  is  above  that  of  Scripture; 
the  necessity  of  celibacy;  and  certain  Jewish  cus- 
toms as  Saturday  instead  of  Sunday  for  the  day 
of  worship.  This  didn't  please  or  suit  the  German- 
town  Brethren;  and,  as  a  result,  much  friction  was 
f  otmd.  Finally  in  1728  the  split  occurred  and  Beissel 
moved  into  the  present  day-Lancaster  County 
area  w'here  he  and  his  followers  built  crude  huts 
after  the  model  of  the  early  Egyptian  monastic 
communities.  1 0  This  was  a  very  deep  hlcyw  person- 
ally to  Peter  Becker  after  all  that  he  had  done 
and  the  Close  relationship  that  he  had  had  with 
Conrad  Beissel.  Besides  this,  we  find  that  since 
Beissel's  beliefs  were  extremely  similar  to  that 
of  the  Brethren  that  much  proselyting  was  going 
on  among  those  who  were  discontented  in  Peter's 
camp.  A  letter  was  found  several  years  later  that 
shows  Beissel's  feeling  and  his  relationship  to 
Becker.  There  was  a  plea  for  forgiveness  and  an 
acknowledgement  of  the  many  kind  things  that 
was  done  for  him  by  Becker,  i '  Between  this  time 
(1728)  and  his  death  (1758)  nothing  significant  is 
written  concerning  Becker's  ministiry  other  than 
that  a  few  congregations  were  founded  and  several 
baptisms  were  performed. 

Peter  Becker  was  married  for  many  years  to 
Anna  Dorothy  Partman.  (Not  much  has  been 
written  about  her.)  They  had  two  daughters — 
Mary  and  Elizalbeth.  In  1747,  Peter  moved  to  Skip- 
pack  and  hved  with  his  daughter — ^Mary.  He  had 
many  friends  there  that  he  had  worshipped  with 
for  imany  years.  It  was  here  on  March  19,  1758, 
that  he  died.'^  God  had  gtiven  him  his  misision  in 
America — ^to  foirm  the  Germantown  congregation 
and  he  ministered  there  until  il758. 
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NAE's  outreach  program  for  the 
Bicentennial  Year  of  the  nation. 

Materials  available  to  assist  in 

planning  special  days  of  emphasis 

in  your  church  and  conimunity . 

March  5— Day  of  Prayer 

April  16— Day  of  Witness 

July  4 — Day  of  Worship  and 

Thanksgiving 

Join  other  evangelicals  in  a 

creative  witness 

during  America's  Bicentennial 

Write  today  for  a  free  informa- 
tional brochure.  A  sample  packet 
of  materials  is  available  for  Si . 

Send  name  and  address  to : 

NAE  Bicentennial  Progra.Ti 

National  Association  of  Evangelicals 
V  Box  28,  Wfiealon,  Illinois  60187 


A  Good  Memory  Lesson 

Forget  each  kindness  ithat  you  dO' 

As  soon  as  you  have  done  lit; 
Forget  the  praise  that  falls  to  you 

The  moment  you  have  won  it; 
Forget  the  slander  that  you  hear 

Before  you  can  repeat  it; 
Forget  each  slight,  each  spite,  each  sneer 

Wherever  you  may  meet  it. 
Remember  kindness  that  is  done 

To  you  whate'er  its  imeasure; 
Remember  praise  by  others  won 

And  pass  it  on  With  pleasure; 
'Remember  every  promise  made 

And  keep  it  to  the  letter; 
'Remember  those  who  lend  you  aid 

And  be  a  grateful  debtor. 
■Remember  all  the  happiness 

That  comes  your  way  in  living; 
Forget  each  worry  and  distress, 

Be  hopeful  and  forgiving; 
Remember  good,  remember  truth, 

Remember  heaven's  above  you; 
And  you  wiU  find,  through  age  and  youth, 

That  many  hearts  will  love  you. 

(from  LeToumeau  NOW 
with  penmiission) 
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A  GROWING  CHURCH 


BEREA 


by  George  W.  Solomon 


Berea  is  a  lititle  known  place  located  just  about 
50  miles  west  of  Thessalonllca.  But  in  this  secluded 
town  a  fair  and  lovely  conigregation  grew  up  like 
a  tender  flower  in  a  quiet  comer  of  tJie  garden. 
Sandwiched  in  between  the  accounts  of  Paul's 
iministry  in  Thessaloniica  and  Athens  is  this  brief 
account  of  the  Berean  church.  "And  the  brethren 
immediately  :S€nt  away  Paul  and  SUas  by  night 
unto  Berea:  who  coming  >thither  .went  into  the 
synagogue  of  the  Jews.  These  were  more  noble 
than  those  in  Thessalonica,  in  that  they  received 
the  word  with  all  readiness  of  mind,  and  searched 
the  scriptures  daily,  whether  these  things  were 
so.  Therefore  many  of  ithem  believed;  also  of  hon- 
ourable women  which  were  Greeks,  and  of  men, 
not  a  few."     (Acts   17:10-12) 

As  Paul  compared  these  Bereans  with  the  Thes- 
salonicans,  he  says  that  they  were  imore  noble.  The 
implication  seems  to  he  that  they  were  spiritually 
superior,  possessing  a  greater  spiritual  sensitivity 
and  more  open  to  new  and  additional  light,  or 
revelation,  trom  God  as  opposed  to  the  narrow 
seclusivenesK  of  most  of  the  Jews  he  had  spoken 
to  before.  Now  the  church  in  Thessalonica  was 
a  great  church!  Remember  how  we  recalled  their 
(work  of  faith,  their  labor  of  love,  their  patience  of 
hope  in  Christ  Jesus!  Rememter  how  the  Word 
of  God  had  sounded  out  across  the  land  from  that 
new  and  growing  church!  Yet  here  is  a  church 
and  a  people  that  Paul  calls  "more  noble"  thcUi 
the  Thessalonicans.  Here  in  Berea  Paul  found  some 
great  people  and  a  vital  and  growing  church  was 
established. 

The  scripture  soiggests  two  reasons  why  Paul 
labeled  these  people  "more  noble".  In  the  first 
place  it  says  "they  received  the  word  with  all 
readiness  of  mind".  This  speaks  to  me  about 
ATTITUDE!  The  Bereans  had  a  good  attitude! 
A  good,  positive  attitude  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  a  vital  and  growing  church!  Bad,  negative 
attitudes  can  kill  any  church!  Studies  have  shown 
that  there  is  a  distinct  relationship  between 
Church  Growth  and  the  attitude  of  its  members. 
The  attitude  of  the  membership  of  growing 
churches  was  far  .more  positive  than  the  average 
status  quo  church.  And  members  of  churches  that 
were  not  growing,  or  who  were  declining,  recorded 
strong  negative  attitudes.  We  must  be  able  to  see 
the  possibilities  that  are  ours  as  a  church.  We  £ire 
in  the  greatest  'business  in  the  world  and  we  have 
the  greatest  power  available  to  us.  Jesus  said:  "I 
will  build  my  church  and  (not  even)  the  gates  of 
hell  shall  prevail  against  it."  He  also  said:  "All 
power  is  given  unto  me  ...  I  will  never  leave 
you  .  .  .  Lo,  I  am  with  you  always".  BEiUEVE 
IT!  ACT  UPON  IT!  Live  it  out  in  your  life  and 
inn  the  life  of  your  church! 


One  of  the  great  stories  of  the  Old  Testament 
is  found  in  Nehemiah.  It  is  an  example  of  what 
can  be  accomplished  when  the  people  put  their 
minds  to  it.  The  walls  of  Jerusalem  were  ;in  ruins; 
Piles  of  rocks  and  rubble  everywhere  when  Nehe- 
miah returned  to  the  city.  Their  enemies  harassed 
them  day  and  night  andn  tried  to  prevent  them 
from  rebuilding  the  walls.  But  the  walls  of  the 
city  were  rebuilt  and  the  gates  aU  re-hung  and 
the  city  secured  in  just  fifty-two  days!  And  the 
Bible  attributes  the  success  of  ithls  great  achieve- 
ment to  the  attitude  of  the  people!  "So  we  buUt 
the  wall  .  .  .  for  the  people  had  a  mind  to  work!" 

There  is  a  great  challenge  for  every  Christian 
in  Phil  2:5.  "Let  this  mind  be  in  you  which  was 
also  in  Christ  Jesus."  The  mind  of  Christ  resulted 
lin  action  that  was  humble,  obedient,  self-effacing 
and  God-honoring.  If  our  minds  influence  our  ac- 
tions, how  truly  important  is  our  attitude!  Is  there 
a  readiness  of  mind  among  us?  Is  there  a  willing- 
ness to  listen;  an  eagerness  to  hear?  Are  we  busily 
seeking  to  know  what  God  desires  to  make  known 
to  us  through  the  preaching  or  teaching  of  His 
Word?  Do  we  willingly  accept  the  Word  God  gives 
us  through  His  messenger?  Do  we  respond  fav- 
orably? Or  are  we  critical  discontents  controlled 
by  negative  attiitudes?  If  you  attitude  was  metered 
today  would  it  register,  excellent,  good,  indiffer- 
enit,  bad,  or  horrible? 

The  second  reason  Paul  called  these  people 
"noble"  was  that  "they  searched  the  scriptures 
daily,  whether  these  things  were  so."  Just  because 
they  eagerly  received  the  word  coming  frOim  God 
doesn't  mean  that  they  were  gullible,  indifferent 
people.  That  would  not  have  made  for  'nobility". 
They  searched  the  scriptures,  and  this  was  not  a 
superficial  searching.  Their  wiUiingness  to  accept 
the  Gospel  was  the  result  of  "day  by  day"  search- 
ing of  the  Scriptures.  These  Jews  probed  most 
carefully  into  the  Old  Testament  scriptures  to  see 
if  the  things  being  tauglht  by  Paul  and  SUas  about 
Jesus  really  were  true.  They  "wanted  to  be  sure 
that  the  Old  Testament  confirmed  the  claims  that 
these  men  were  making.  Here  'is  an  example  of 
the  right  of  every  Christian  to  ohaMenge  the 
preac'ning  or  teaching  of  the  Word  of  God  through 
human  messengers.  Every  Christian  has  the  right 
to  go  to  the  Word  of  God  to  prove,  or  disprove, 
by  the  authority  of  Holy  Scriptures  the  message 
being  proclaimed.  In  'the  early  .history  of  the 
church  this  right  seems  to  have  'been  lost,  or 
forfeited,  tjy  the  failure  to  practice  it,  or  the  lack 
of  opportunity  to  do  so.  Copies  of  the  scriptures 
were  .hard  to  come  by  and  so  very  few  people  'had 
them.  As  a  result,  they  de'pended  entirely  on  the 
priest,  or  pastor  to  interpret  and  to  estsLblish  the 
beliefs  and  practices  of  the  church.  And  the  com- 
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mom  peai)ile  very  rarely  diaHenged  what  was  'being 
said  or  done.  But  1±ie  New  Testament  teacshes  the 
piriesthood  of  all  believers.  Every  Christian  has 
direct  access  to  God  through  prayer  and  each  one 
has  the  right  to  search  the  scriptures  to  judge 
for  himself  the  truth  proclaimed  there.  Paul  was 
an  Apostle  and  aU  of  his  teaching  rested  firmly 
in  the  Word  of  God,  yet  When  the  Bereans  tested 
his  preaching  by  the  scriptures,  he  commended 
them  for  doiuig  so!  This  is  not  only  our  rigiht  and 
privilege  but  our  responsibility.  This  is  especially 
true  today  when  it  is  possible  for  everyone  of  us 
to  possess  our  own  copy  of  the  scriptures.  It  is 
also  a  day  when  many  false  doctrines  are  being 
proclaimed.  But  we  dare  not  misunderstand  and 
misuse  this  divine  right!  It  does  oiiot  mean  that 
yo'U  and  I  have  a  right  to  interpret  the  scriptures 
as  we  please.  Your  right  and  mine  is  to  prayer- 
fully and,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
oaref uUy  search  out  the  truths  of  God's  word.  That 
and  that  alone  is  our  privilege.  We  must  never 
deviate  from  the  truth,  or  seek  to  use  the  scrip- 
tures to  prove  some  doctrine  or  theory  we  have 
espoused  which  does  not  have  a  scriptural  basiis. 
It  is  a  great  and  wonderful  privilege,  but  bears 
also  an  equally  great  and  serious  responsibility. 

The  growth  of  the  Berean  ohurdh  was  measured 
in  numbers.  Many  today  try  to  tell  us  that  numbers 
aren't  importan't.  "We  are  concerned  about  quaUty, 
not  quantity."  But  numbers  are  important!  Every 
soul  added  is  a  soul  saved!  Numbers  are  a  short- 
hand for  people!  As  the  church  grows  in  numbers, 
the  number  of  souls  redeemed  from  siin  and  death 
grows  and  this  is  the  iministry  and  'mission  of  the 
church — ^seeking  the  lost — ^proclaiming  the  Saviour 
— ^nurturing  the  believers. 

In  Berea,  many  Jews  believed.  These  were  peo- 
ple steeped  in  ithe  Old  Testament  scriptures. 
People  who  had  been  raised  in  the  Jewish  .tradi- 
tions and  customs  and  now  accepted  Christ  as 
their  Messiah,  the  Saviour-Redeemer  spoken  of  in 
the  Old  Testament.  Many  honorable  Greek  women, 
proselytes  to  Judiasm  (for  this  all  happened  in 
'the  synagogue  where  no  heathen  would  have  been 
present),     believed    on    Jesus    as    the    promised 


Messiah.  And  men  not  a  few.  These  were  very 
probably  Greeks  also  (for  the  same  reason)  Who 
had  accepted  Judiasm  and  mow,  along  with  the 
Jews,  iwibh  readiness  of  mind  and  eager  hearts 
accepted  Jesus  iCtorist  as  their  own  personal 
Saviour. 

The  shining  way  of  faith  is  in  receiving  the 
Word  with  all  eagerness,  not  with  hostihty;  it  is 
to  test  and  examine  every  bit  of  it  by  the  scriptures 
and  to  accept  only  that  which  agrees  with  it.  The 
Bereans  possessed  ready  minds  and  seeking  hearts. 
Their  desire  was  to  find  out  first-hand  if  "these 
things  were  true".  There  was  no  bhnd^  unreason- 
able, hostily  objection  to  this  "new  word"  co-ming 
from  God.  There  was  no  cold  indifference  or  care- 
less acceptance.  Time,  study,  re'sarch,  and  discus- 
sion were  fully  devoted  to  the  scriptures  and  to 
finding  out  what  they  had  to  <say  about  ithis  new 
teaching. 

Such  an  attitude  is  'the  mark  of  spiritual  nobil- 
ity! The  Bereans  never  knew  it,  but  thiey  have 
occupied  a  sihining  place  in  the  New  Testament 
for  nearly  2000  years.  Many  Sunday  SchO'Od  Classes 
have  been  named  after  these  noble  people  but 
not  many  have  lived  up  ito  that  noble  name. 

If  a  church  is  to  be  a  living,  vital,  growing 
church  its  people  need  to  possess  ready  minds  and 
willing,  seeking  hearts.  It  should  carefully  test 
any  "new  thinig"  to  be  sure  that  it  is  grounded 
in  the  Word  of  God.  "For  other  foundation  can 
no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus 
Christ." 

The    Church's    one    foundation    is    Jesus 
Christ  her  Lord 

She  is  His  new  creation  by  water  and 
the  Word: 

The  Church's  one  foundation  is  Jesus 

Froim  heav'n  He  came  and  sought  her  to 
be  His  holy  bride; 

With  His  own  blood  He  bought  her,  and 
for  her  life  He  died. 

I  commend  to  you,  and  to  every  church  that 
would  be  growing  both  sphltually  and  physically, 
the  Berean  attitude  and  spirit! 


THE  MEN    WHO  HAVE  IT  MADE' 
SIGN   UP   FOB   SEMINARY 

WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (EP)— A  commercial  air- 
line pUot,  an  engineer,  and  an  Army  lieutenant- 
colonel  are  among  professionals  who  have  their 
oareeirs  in  imid-life  to  enter  'Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  here. 

They  have  joined  the  ranks  that  include  a  loim- 
■er  dentist,  a  textile  engineer  and  former  teachers 
and  nurses. 

T.  E.  (Gene)  Thieman,  an  Eastern  Airlines 
captain  who  has  been  flying  planes  for  nearly  20 
years,  describes  his  switch  -from  plane  to  pulpit 
as  "a  redirection  of  my  life  and  purpose." 

"My  'life  cbsmjged  10  yeans  ago  when  I  accepted 
Jesus  Christ,"  said  Mr.  Thieman,  46.  He  decided 
to  'go  into  the  ministry  three  years  ago;  this  is 
his  second  year  at  Southeastern  Bapti'St  Theo- 
logiical.  He  'hopes  evenitually  to  coordinate  flying 
with  the  ministry  and  continues  to  pilot  for  East- 
em  AirUnes  on  weekends. 
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JUDGE  'KIDNAPPED  BABIES,' 
WORLD  VISION   HEAD  CHARGES 

LOS  ANGELES  (EP)^In  a  surprise  move,  a 
Superior  Court  judge  here  has  ordered  20  Cam- 
bodian orphans  taken  from  their  Christian  adop- 
tive parents — a  move  the  president  of  World 
Vision  called  "strange,  shoicking  and  unprece- 
dented." 

"I  risked  my  life  to  save  .those  ibabies  from 
certain  death,"  declared  W.  Stanley  Mooneyham 
at  a  press  conference  here.  "I'm  not  going  to  re- 
main silent  and  simiply  let  them  be  'kidnapped'  by 
the  State  oi  California  or  anyone  else!" 

The  statement  was  in  reply  to  Judge  Lester  E. 
Olson's  ruling  that  18  Oambodian  orphans  be  re- 
moved from  the  control  of  Family  Ministries,  a 
Wiiittier^based  evangeiical  adoption  agency  to 
wihiah  World  Vision  gave  most  of  the  babies  for 
placement  with  Chrisitian  adoptive  parents. 

The  judge  ruled  as  unconstituitional  Family 
Ministries'  requiLretmeint  that  adoptive  parents  be 
active  members  of  an  evangelical  Protesttant 
dhurch.  Mooneyham  argues  that  the  Cam'oodians 
who  brought  the  infants  to  World  Vision's  center 
in  Cambodia  had  agreed  that  the  babies  "could  ibe 
placed  in  Christian  ho:mes." 

The  court  oJted  "great  amounts  of  government 
money"  used  to  bring  the  orphans  to  tbe  United 
States,  but  Mooneyhann  pointed  that  World  Vision 
arranged  transportation  of  its  own. 

"The  U.S.  military  took  our  babies  and  put  them 
lon  military  planes,"  Mooneyham  pointed  out,  even 
tbougth  he  had  contraated  with  Pan  American 
World  Airways  to  biHng  them  separately. 

The  ruling  "is  a  sword  ait  the  heart  of  every 
private  religious  adoption  agency — ^Catholic,  Proit- 
estant,  Jewish  or  any  other  faith — involved  in 
lintercountry  adoptions,"  Mooneyham  said.  "It 
must  not  be  allowed  to  stand." 

The  California  Department  of  Health  itestified 
in  court  that  World  Vision  had  the  authority  to 
request  Family  Ministries  to  place  the  orphans 
in  Protestant  homes.  The  office  oif  the  State 
Attorney  General  concurred  with  these  findings. 
Despite  additional  testimony  from  Nurse  Sandra 
Menz,  who  received  the  orphans,  and  the  las:t  head 
of  the  Cambodian  government,  General  Sak 
Suitsakahn,  which  egtablished  World  Vision's  right 
to  place  the  children,  the  judge  made  his  ruling. 

Lenore  Campbell,  deputy  director  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Department  of  Adoptions,  said  adoptions 
wiill  be  made  on  the  basis  of  parents'  fitness  for 
interracial  placement  and  the  religion  of  the  adop- 
tive families  probably  would  be  given  no  weight 
by  the  department. 

"Our  concern,"  she  said  of  the  move  to  take 
the  babies  out  of  their  Christian  homes,  "Is  ithe 
children's  welfare." 


CHURCH  COLLEGES  OUTPERFORM 
'PRESTIGE'  ONES,  FISHER  SAYS 

iCAMBBLLSVILLE,  Ky.  (EP) --Small,  private, 
church-related  colleges  have  a  greater  potential 
for  impact  on  individuals  than  many  of  the  large, 
so-caUed  "prestige"  universities,  a  Southern  Bap- 
tist educator  declared  here. 

Ben  C.  Fisher  of  Nashville,  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention's 
Education  Commission,  said  the  church-related 
schools  are  better  in  teaching  and  imparting 
values  than  many  of  the  prestige  institutions. 

"Some  oif  the  worst  teaching  being  done  is  in 
the  large  Ivy  League  and  graduate  schools,  where 
a  teaching  fellow  rushes  into  ihis  dass  and  then 
rushes  back  to  his  research  to  finish  his  degree," 
Fisher  told  the  faculty  at  CampbeUsviUe  College, 
a  Baptist  school  here. 

"Some  of  the  best  teaching  today,"  he  continued, 
"is  in  the  small,  private,  churoh-related  colleges," 
where  students  receive  concentrated  atteotion  of 
qualified  faculty. 

Discussing  the  purposes  behind  Ghr'isitian  liberal 
arts  colleges,  Fisher  said,  "Schools  such  as  Camp- 
beUsviUe CoUege,  which  are  taking  the  issue  of 
morality  seriously,  are  doing  the  church  and  our 
nation  divine  service. 

"A  person  can  go  aU  the  way  from  kindergarten 
through  college  in  the  public  school  system  with- 
out ever  being  helped  to  gain  a  basic  foundation 
of  moral  values,"  declared  Fisher. 


THEOLOGIANS  CITE  A  GROWING 
DISTRUST  OF  SCIENCE  TO  NOBEL 
PRIZE    WINNERS 

ST.  PETER,  Minn.  (EP) — ^Two  prominent  theo- 
logians say  that  science,  which  displaced  religion 
as  the  ruling  "queen"  of  cultural  life,  may  itself 
be  facing  dethronment. 

A  suggestion  by  one  Of  'the  theologians  that 
scientists  need  to  "repent"  of  their  "sins"  and 
learn  f ro;m  the  fate  of  religion  drew  cool  reactions 
from  scientists  taking  part  in  the  1975  Nobel  Con- 
ference at  Gustavus  Adolphus  CoUege. 

Twenty-seven  Nobel  prize  winners  took  part 
in  the  conference,  the  third  largest  such  assemb- 
blage  in  history.  Dr.  Langdon  Gilkey,  professor 
at  the  University  of  Chicago  Divinity  School,  who 
gave  one  of  the  four  major  addresses  at  the  con- 
ference, said  he  believes  science  is  losing  its  sov- 
ereignity because,  like  religion,  it  had  made  itself 
predominate  over  the  other  aspecits  of  life  and 
the  sole  source  of  knowledge  and  healing 
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MALCOLM  MUGGERIDGE:   WEST'S 
COLLAPSE  SIMILAR  TO  THAT 
OF  ROMAN  EMPIRE 

TORONTO  (EP)  —  Malcolm  Muggeridge  has 
compared  the  collapse  of  western  oivilization  to 
that  of  the  Roman  Empire. 

He  told  a  packed  house  at  the  University  of 
Toronto  that  western  iinstitutions  are  not  working, 
personal  relationships  are  not  working — ^it's  un- 
cannily and  obviously  just  like  ithe  collapse  of  the 
Roman  Empire." 

Mr.  Muggeridge,  72,  said  Rome  didn't  crack  up 
'because  of  a  lack  of  power  or  wealith,  but  because 
"ithe  moral  shape  that  Ues  behind  all  other  shapes 
was  breaking  up.  The  truth  is  that  unless  men 
have  a  sense  or  moral  order  within  themselves  and 
'in  their  universe,  they  will  not  be  able  to  build  any 
other  kind  of  order,  econo^mic,  political,  or  social." 

The  former  editor  of  Punch,  author  and  TV  per- 
sonality is  renowned  as  an  articulate  crusader 
against  permissiveness,  pornography  and  general 
moral  decay.  He  blamed  the  media,  particularly 
TV,  for  most,  if  not  all,  of  what  he  looks  upon  as 
a  slide  towards  hell. 

Mr.  Muggeridge,  w'ho  shook  'the  'British  public 
by  becoming  a  Christian  in  the  late  1960's,  said 
parents  would  do  well  never  'to  let  their  children 
watch  TV. 

"The  corruption  of  our  ohUdren  is  absolutely 
appaJlling,"  he  'said.  "On  TV  they  see  the  family 
iiidiculed,  maritial  fidelity  reidiculed  and  a  class 
materialism   constantly   being   preached." 

■Later,  he  told  newsmen  that  he  uses  TV  because 
"I'm  a  communicator;  iso  I  use  what's  -there.  It's 
dike  a  piano  player,  in  a  brothel,  who  from  time 
'to  time  is  able  to  play  'Abide  With  Me'  for  the 
edification  of  the  guests." 

Asked  by  a  student  for  his  opinion  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  Mr.  Muggeridge  said  the 
attempt  by  the  Christian  Churches  to  come  to- 
gether reminded  him  of  watching  the  pubis  close 
when  he  was  a  boy. 

"The  men  would  come  out,  aU  holding  on  to 
one  another  in  order  to  keep  from  falling  in  the 
ditch,"  he  said. 

He  told  newsmen  that  while  he  has  no  more  love 
for  Roman  Catholicism  /than  for  any  other  denom- 
'ination.  Pope  Paul  VI  was  right  when  he  banned 
the  pill  in  1968.  Mr.  Muggeridge  said  biirth  control 
leads  to  abortion  and  abortion  to  euthanasia. 

He  said  the  'pilT  had  opened  the  floodgates  of 
eroticism — ^sex  for  sex's  sake — and  once  that  feel- 
ing became  (general,  pregnancies  more  and  more 
came  to  be  regarded  as  nuisances  and  not  as 
divine  gifts. 


STUDENTS  AT  BOYS'  SCHOOL 
LASH  BBC  'VULGARITY' 

ORMSKIRK,  Eng.  (BP)— A  report  on  British 
teleivsion,  prepared  'by  23  situdenits  at  a  private 
boys'  school  'here,  has  criticized  the  B'BC  for  fea- 
turing "vulgarity"  on  evening  programing. 

Based  O'n  a  monitoring  exercise  carried  out  last 
Spring,  the  report  was  prepared  by  fourth,  fifth, 
amid  sixth  form  pupils  of  Scaris;brick  Hall  School. 
It  has  been  submitted  to  'the  government's  Co-m- 
miittee  on  the  Future  of  Broadcasting. 


The  survey  team,  made  up  of  students  from 
various  racial  and  religious  backgrounds,  was  gen- 
erally critical  of  drama  and  comedy  programs, 
al'though  sports  and  documentary  shows  came 
in  for  some  commendation. 

But  a  major  criticism  was  that  on  one  evening 
"the  BBC  broadcast  a  continuous  stream  of  vul- 
garity, swearing  and  blasphemy  during  peak  view- 
ling  time  fro'm  8  p.m.  untU  20  minutes  to  11." 


SEES  NEWS  COVERAGE  OF 
RELIGION   GROWING 

ATLANTA  (EP)— Nearly  30  per  cent  of  Ameri- 
can newspapers  are  giving  more  space  to  religion 
today  than  they  did  several  years  ago,  according 
to  Ernest  C.  Hynds,  associate  professor  of  jour- 
nalism, University  of  Georgia. 

Writing  in  the  Oct.  18  issue  of  Editor  &  Pub- 
lisher, Dr.  Hynds  said  37  per  cent  of  newsipapers 
in  the  10,000  to  25,000  circulation  category  reported 
increases;  in  the  other  three  groups  approximately 
one-fourth  did. 

More  than  half  (57  per  cent)  of  the  newspapers 
are  providing  abo'Ut  the  same  amount  of  space 
today  as  they  did  several  years  ago;  only  13  per 
cent  reported  decreases,  and  some  of  those  appar- 
ently were  brought  albout  toy  the  national  economic 
situation. 

Papers  under  25,000  favored  news  of  religion 
over  that  of  busmess  and  the  arts  while  those 
ovei'  25,000  took  'the  reverse  approach.  Dr.  Hynds 
said. 


CONGRESS  ON  THE  FAMILY  SEEKS 

TO  BAR    INCREASING  DETERIORATION' 

ST.  LOUIS,  Mo.  (EP)— Approximately  2,000 
delegates  from  50  'Christian  denominations  attend- 
ed the  Contmental  Congress  on  the  Family  here 
at  sessions  designed  to  offset  the  "increasing  de- 
terioration of  ithe  family." 

Sen  Mark  O.  Hatfield  (R.-Ore.),  honorary  Con- 
gress chairman,  challenged  the  churches  to  help 
build  new  models  of  "care  and  concern"  ;that  sup- 
port persons  Of  all  ages. 

"The  goal  of  the  church  is  not  simply  to  struggle 
to  support  the  nuclear  family,  to  be  a  family 
itself,"  he  said.  "If  the  church  can't  build  bridges 
across  the  generations,  how  do  we  expect  others 
to?" 

The  Rev.  Lloyd  J.  Ogilvie,  pastor  of  First  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  HoUywood,  Calif.,  said  the 
key  to  revitalized  Christian  marriages  was  a  pro- 
found experience  of  grace  that  liberates  peo'ple 
to  love  themselves  and  affirm  themselves"  iso  ithey 
can  love  and  affirm  others. 

Attending  the  weeklong  congress,  Oct.  13-17, 
were  participants  'from  42  states  and  six  countries. 
Congress  organizers  and  speakers  'primarily  re- 
presented the  conservative  and  levanigefliioal  winigs 
of  American  Christianity. 

J.  Allan  Petersen  of  Omaiha,  executive  director  of 
the  congress  and  founder  of  Family  Concern, 
Inc.,  said  ithe  purpoise  of  the  congress  w£is  ito  pro- 
vide "fresh  insights  and  new  eooiperative  efforts 
to  strengthen  'the  family  as  our  nation  appnoaches 
iits  bicentennial  year." 
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PASTOR  SUGGESTS  'PAY  AS  YOU  GO' 
FOE  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CHURCHES 

HOUSTON  (EP)— The  Rev.  John  Morgan  of 
Sagemonit  Baptist  Church  says  he  was  astounded 
when  he  encountered  a  list  showng  the  total  debt 
of  Southern  Baptist  Churches  in  the  Houston  area. 

The  churches  here  coUeetively  owe  $27.2  million. 

When  Mr.  Morgan  determined  how  much  the 
churches  are  spending  for  interest  on  that  debt 
and  compared  that  amount  to  the  amount  the 
churches  are  spending  on  missions,  he  says  he 
was   even  more  astounded. 

His  figures  show  that  collectively  the  230  South- 
ern Baptist  churches  in  Harris  County  spent  $4.4 
million  last  year  on  debt  retirement.  About  half 
of  that  amount  went  for  toterest.  Last  year,  the 
churches   expended  $3.7  million   on  missions. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  CONGREGATION 
LEAVES  THE   IVUSSOURI  SYNOD 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (EP)  ~  Grace  Lutheran 
Church,  a  250-member  congregation  here,  has  be- 
come the  first  "moderate"  congregation  to  leave 
the  Lutheran  Church^Missouri  Synod  in  the  cur- 
rent doctrinal  dispute. 

By  a  vote  of  111-56,  mentbers  decided  to  sever 
all  ties  with  the  Missouri  Synod  and  join  the  Luth- 
eran Church  in  Mission,  established  as  a  "transi- 
tional" body  by  "moderates"  in  ithe  event  of  a 
schism  in  the  Synod. 

Four  years  ago,  several  "conservative"  congre- 
gations in  Wisconsin  withdrew  from  the  Missouri 
Synod  in  protest  against  altar  and  pulpit  fellow- 
ship with  the  American  Lutheran  Church  and 
othier  Synodical  policies. 


TV  MAKES  CHILDREN  UNSYMPATHETIC 
TO   VICTIMS   OF   VIOLENCE, 
EXPERT    SAYS 

LANTANA,  Fla.  (EP)— The  average  American 
child  witnesses  the  destruction  of  13,400  human 
beings  on  TV  by  age  15 — seriously  reducing  nor- 
mal compassion  for  victims  of  aggression  and 
violence,  a  prominent  psychologist  wrote  in  the 
National  Enquirer. 

"We  found  that  children  massively  saturated 
with  violence  on  TV  become  desensitized  to  vio- 
lence," said  Dr.  Victor  B.  CMne,  a  psychology  pro- 
fessor at  the  University  of  Utah.  "They  no  longer 
have  compassion  or  feeling  for  the  victims.  They 
don't  care  anymore." 


UDALL  SAYS  PLIGHT  OF  AGING 
STILL   NOT   A    POPULAR  CAUSE' 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)— The  problems  of 
the  elderly  have  not  yet  become  a  "popular  cause" 
like  the  civil  rights  movement  of  the  1960's^  or 
the  women's  movement  and  environmental  efforts 
of  the  il970's.  Hep.  Morris  K.  Udah  (D.-Ariz.)  said 
here. 

Addressing  the  25th  anniversary  conference  of 
the  National  Co'uncil  on  the  Aginig,  the  Congress- 
man said  the  problems  of  older  people  "are  still 
only  dimly  understood.  They  are  just  beginning 
to  attract  attention  among  the  hulk  of  citizens 
and  paUcy  makers." 

Stereotypes  of  aged  persoins  held  by  young 
people  ("inept,  ineffectual,  a  physically  depleted 
group  waiting  for  death,"  according  to  a  recent 
poll)   "are  self^perpetualiing,"  he  said. 


CHEEP  ADVICE 


The  people  that  complain  most  about  sermons 
being  boring  are  /those  that  feel  that  they  always 
fit  someone  else  'to  a  T. 


The  greatest  search  ever  organized  is  the  one 
'by  p>eopIe  looking  for  excuses. 

In  order  to  straighten  out  a  youngster,  some- 
tim-es  is  it  necessary  to  bend  him  over. 

The  chains  of  ihahit  are  too  small  to  'be  felt  until 
'they  are  too  strong  to  be  broken. 


Y'OU  are  an  old-timer  is  yO'U  can  remember  when 
sin  was  called  sin,  not  la  complex. 

The  secret  many  find  hardest  to  keep  is  their 
opinion  lof  themselves. 

There  is  only  one  place  a  person  can  find  success 
before  work:   in  the  dictionary. 
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OVERHEARD  IN  THE  BARNYARD 

lit  seems  'that  the  pig  'was  igreatly  disturbed  and 
was  lamenting  his  lack  of  popularity  to  a  cow.  His 
oomplainrt:  was  that  everyone  was  always  remark- 
ing about  the  "genitle  cow  and  her  eyes"  while 
the  consensus  oi  opinion  lalbout  'his  breed  was  the 
"greediness  and  filthiness  of  pigs." 

He  readily  admitted  that  cows  gave  rich  milk 
and  cream  from  which  butter  comes,  but  he  also 
'pointed  out  'that  'the  pig  igives  bacon,  ham,  and 
even  pickled  pigs'  feet.  Therefore  he  could  not 
understand  the  reason  for  such  dennonsitrative 
lack  of  ap'preciation.  The  cow,  aifiter  a  bit  of 
■thought  replied:  "Perhaps  its  because  cows  give 
something  while  they're  stUl  alive." 

(Source  Unknown) 
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LAFF-A-LiniE 


Intern  filling  out  form: 
Patient:     "No,    I've    just 
automobile." 


"Are  you  married?" 
ibeen    struck    by    an 


A  man  had  been  promoted  to  vice-president  of 
'hiis  firm.  Not  content  with  just  making  a  simple 
announcement  to  his  wife  about  it,  he  continually 
boasted  about  it  untU  ishe  in  exasperation  decided 
to  let  the  air  out  of  his  baUoon.  Her  stateme'nt: 
"Oh,  husih  up,  vice-presidents  are  a  dime  a  dozen. 
Why,  'they  even  have  a  vice  president  in  charge  of 
prunes  down  at  the  supermarket." 

In  anger  at  such  a  retort  and  wanting  to  make 
her  eat  her  woirds,  he  cadled  the  market  for  the 
purpose  of  refuting  ihis  white's  statement.  He  asked 
'to  'be  connected  with  'the  vice  president  in  charge 
of  prunes.  "Which  one"  came  the  reply,  "the  one 
in  dharge  of  packaged  prunes  or  bulk?" 

Two  caterpillars  were  crawling  'through  the 
grass  one  iday  when  they  looked  up  and  watched  a 
butterfly  floatimg  through  the  air.  One  turned  to 
the  other  and  said,  "You  couldn't  get  me  up  In 
one  of  tiho'se  thmgs  for  a  miUlio'n  dollars." 

Snooty  boyfriend:  "I'll  have  you  know  my 
ancestors  came  over  on  the  Mayflower." 

Fed-up  girlfriend:  "It's  lucky  that  they  did. 
The  immigration  laws  .are  much  sitricter  now." 


I 


WOODSY  OWL  FOR 

NATURAL  BEAUTY! 

We  just  can't  depend  on  the  ottier  guy  tc  keep  our 
outdoors  beautiful.  It's  up  to  eacti  and  every  one  of 
us  to  prevent  sigtit  pollution  and  to  make  America  a 
better  place  to  live.  For  ways  you  can  tielp,  send  for 
Woodsy  Owl's  anti-pollution  poster.  It's  yours  free 
wtien  you  write  Woodsy  Owl,  Forest  Service,  U.S.  D.  A  , 
Washington,  D.C  20250 

And  remember,  give  a  hoot,  don't  pollute. 
Don't  be  a  dirty  bird,  no  matter  where  you  go. 


^ 


TCT 


WOODSY  OWL,,  the  anti-poUution  spokesbird  for 
the  U.S.  Forest  Service  says: 

Did  You  Know?  Aknost  7  million  cars  are 
junked  each  year  in  the  United  States.  That's 
enough  to  reach  more  than  5,000  miles  into 
space  if  they  were  stacked  one  on  top  of  the 
other. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST, 
A  MONTHLY? 


Yes,  January  1,  1976  will  mark  the  change  to 
a  monthly  magazine  for  the  Brethren  Church. 
Size  Will  be  increa.sed  i9liig*h.tly  in  January  with 
more  additions  passible  later.  A  vote  of  "concen- 
sus" was  taken  at  ithe  1975  General  Conference 
and  overwhehndnigly  indicated  a  wiUingness  for 
tihis  change. 

Over  the  years  tlhe  finainoiail  sitatement  lor  the 
magazine  has  indicated  an  annual  deficit  of  approx- 
imately $14,000  even  with  all  of  the  Publication 
Day  (Offering  going  towards  the  subsidy  of  the 
magazine.  That  is,  the  other  operations  of  the 
Brethren  Publi.sihlng  Company  have  paid  the  de- 
ficit w'hich  did  not  aJilow  rnoney  to  ibe  laid  aside 
for  replacement  of  aging  equiipanent  nor  repaydnig 
of  past  loans. 

In  the  face  of  rising  oosits  (including  postage 
increases)   and  in  an  effoirt  to  stabilize  the  over 


all  financial  picture,  a  number  otf  decisions  have 
been  made,  including  the  above  on  the  frequency 
of  publication  for  the  Brethren  Evangelist. 

It  has  been  the  practice  in  the  past  to  substitute 
the  Annual  and  Directories  for  issues  of  the 
magazine.  However,  with  a  monthly  publication 
schedule  we  want  to  supply  you  with  twelve  issues 
of  the  magazine  itself.  Thus  the  decision  has  also 
been  made  to  make  the  Annual  and  Directory  a 
separate  mailing.  Since  the  prinitin'g  of  these  pub- 
lications is  paid  for  by  the  CJeneral  Conference, 
you  wUl  find  a  notice  elsewhere  in  this  issue  from 
Central  CouncU  relatinig  'to  tlhe  diistribution  of 
these  publications. 

As  we  have  been  planning  the  cihange  to  a 
monthy  magazine,  we  have  projected  three  dead- 
line dates  for  three  sections  of  each  issue  to  allow 
us  to  bring  you  news  with  less  lead  time.  Now  we 
need  your  co-operation  in  letting  us  know  What 
is  happening  in  your  church.  Soon  we  hope  to 
Share  with  you  a  method  for  reporting  that  wUl 
allow  more  news  from  each  church.  We  also  solicit 
your  prayers  that  the  change  might  be  accom- 
plished with  a  minimum  of  protolems. 
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Togetherness 


There  are  no  doubt  inniimerajble  ways  this  ex- 
pression can  be  defined.  Perhaps  two  of  the  most 
outstanding  that  could  be  placed  at  the  top  of  the 
list  are:  Association  and  Union.  These  two  of 
course  may  also  be  subdivided  over  and  over  uito 
many  other  expressioins. 

One  could  record  aU  the  tragic  reports  heard 
over  the  radio  and  television  newscasts  of  current 
events  or  clip  simUar  reports  from  daily  news- 
papers and  news  journals,  make  separate  pUes, 
select  any  one  or  two  at  random  and  literally 
X-ray,  make  tests,  finally  operate  even  to  the 
extent  of  dissection  and  wind  up  with  a  diagnosis 
that  these  conditions  were  brought  on  by  lack 
of  togetherness. 

This  writer  is  of  a  firm  (some  may  oaU  it  stub- 
bom)  opinion  that  most  of  the  ills  suffered  by 
our  society  and  our  nation  are  caused  by  the  lack 
of  association  or  union,  (togetherness  if  you 
please.) 

There  is  in  no  way  any  expression  of  together- 
ness sihown  from  our  vantage-point  when  two  or 
more  candidates  for  any  office,  public  especially, 
si>end  immeasurable  amounts  of  time  and  money 
digging  up  facts,  whether  time  has  been  taken 
to  document  them  or  not,  for  the  sole  purpose  oif 
"mud-sUnging"  w^hen  the  welfare  of  all  concerned 
is  at  stake. 

As  we  have  our  sights  set  on  the  coming  Bicen- 
tennial by  means  of  all  the  promotional  programs 
that  are  being  projected  by  cities,  organizatians 
and  various  other  groups  perhaps  we  sihO'Uld  allow 
ourselves  the  privilege  of  a  flashback  glance  at 
'history.  I  doubt  seriously  if  we  would  have  any- 
thing to  celebrate  if  the  founding  fathers  of  our 
country  would  have  been  primarily  interested  in 
who  controlled  Congress,  the  Democrats  or  the 
Republicans.  If  mucih  of  the  coimtry's  financial 
resources  were  being  spent  then  on  investigations 
of  this  organization,  that  branch  of  the  government 
or  certain  individuals  from  seemingly  every  walk 
of  life,  our  government  would  have  been  in  much 
more  of  a  predicament  trying  to  get  bailed  out 
ifilnancially  than  you-know-who. 

Let's  get  off  the  government's  back  for  a  bit  on 
this  togetherness  thing  and  get  closer  to  home. 
Real  close  to  home.  There  have  been  many  studies 
made  as  to  the  cause  of  moral  and  social  break- 
downs in  the  world  and  especially  in  our  own 
USA.  The  analyses  that  have  ibeen  made  suggest 
that  one  of  the  prim^ary  causes  for  structural 
failure  of  homes  and  families  is  the  lack  of  to- 
getherness between  the  members  of  these  units. 

■Granted,  many  separations  occur  as  families 
develop  but  these  are  natural.  It  is  the  failure  to 
'Understand  each  other,  to  get  to  really  know  each 
other,  to  be  able  to  distanguisih  the  difference  be- 
tween a  conflict  in  opinion  and  a  tragic  misunder- 
standing that  creates  divided  households  and 
brotherly  ties. 

There  is  now  a  new  wrinkle  in  this  geographic 
area  and  perhaps  in  yours  whenby  a  couple  that 


has  been  joined  together  in  wedlock  can  apply 
for  dissolution  of  marriage  if  they  so  desire.  In 
other  words,  "if  the  thing  doesn't  work,  bring  it 
back  and  get  a  refund."  Even  a  pair  of  shoes,  in 
order  to  be  comfortable,  has  to  have  one  left  and 
one  right  shoe  and  perhaps  become  a  bit  scuffed 
and  worn  in  all  kinds  of  weather.  The  difference 
between  those  who  return  their  marriage  license 
for  a  rebate  before  the  ink  is  dry  on  it  and  those 
who  look  at  theirs  framed  on  the  wall  for  the  past 
40-50-60  or  more  years  is  their  Interpretation  of 
togetherness. 

There  is  also  another  area  Which  should  come 
under  the  umbrella  of  togetherness  and  this  may 
affect  everyone,  in  or  out  of  palitical  circles,  either 
a  member  of  the  matrimonial  institution  or  classi- 
fied in  the  "singles"  category,  the  whole  industrial 
team;  laborer,  blue  coUar  or  white  collar  position, 
and  perhaps  in  the  most  relevant  positions  of  all 
in  the  matter  of  togetherness,  as  members  of  His 
Body,  the  church. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  togetherness, 
the  scripture  found  in  I  Corinthians  12  probably 
comes  the  nearest  to  being  a  classic  definition  of 
the  word.  Were  it  not  for  the  togetherness  of  the 
various  portions  of  the  body,  the  hands  for  in- 
stance, Paderews'ki  would  not  have  been  able  even 
to  play  "Chopsticks"  on  the  piano.  Were  it  not 
for  the  cooperation  of  the  various  parts  of  the 
body,  Kreisler  would  have  had  as  much  difficulty 
mastering  the  vioilin  as  a  man  trying  to  saw  a 
log  in  half. 

The  panacea  for  ourinig  most  if  not  all  of  the 
illnesses  mentioned  previously  in  this  editorial 
can  be  found  in  this  reakn  of  our  existence  on 
earth,  that   organization  known  as  the  Churdh. 

But  only  when  a  certain  relationship  is  devel- 
oped in  that  organization.  Whatever  the  denomina- 
tion, from  leadership  at  the  very  top  levels,  dowm 
through  the  ehui'ches  to  the  position  of  custodian; 
a  relationship  that  proves  that  people  within  the 
organization  view  and  act  toward  one  another  in 
the  spirit  of  true  Ohristian  union  and  association. 

Many  times  there  is  an  almost  invisible  line 
between  what  we  think  as  being  right  and  what 
God's  interpretation  of  doing  right  is.  If  the 
appointed  task  of  the  church  is  evangelism,  let 
it  not  be  restricted  to  crusades  or  revivals  or 
whatJhavenyou,  but  by  a  natural  overflowing  of  a 
togetherness  relationship  between  all  of  His  hu- 
man creation.  Let  the  stone  which  supports  the 
cornerstone  be  as  rimjyortant  as  'the  topmost  poi-tion 
of  the  steeple  which  can  be  seen  from  a  great 
distance.     (G.S.) 
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The  Fmd-Timotliy  Line 
The  Paid-Tmhothy  Line 
The  Paul-Tim— 


.  The  Paul-Timothy  Line 
.  The  Paul-Timothy  Line 


by  Donna  Stoffer 


This  is  (n<_)  bi'oken  roeord!  Ra.liher  it  is  a  iiuame 
ithat  ihas  bc'cm  KoiinK  llhi-du^'li  the  minds  of  some 
of  us  on  the  Nalii(jnal  Buard  of  Chj'isliim  Educatioin 
as  an  answer  to  tlhat  vii'tal  quesilion:  How  loan  we 
Bretihi'en  best  meet  ^tihe  needs  of  our  new  Chnis- 
tianis,  those  wlho  have  just  hoon  baipliizcd? 

We  'have  LoniK  n(K'(led  a  plan  ol'  luuiuring,  a  way 
of  anakinig  a  inew  inam'hii-ir  fuel  al  home  in  our 
fellow-slhip  and  helping  him  giiow  in  the  faith. 
This  nurturing  sliouid  be  not  only  on  tihe  local 
ohuroh  levetl  but  also  on  'tlhe  national  level.  We 
need  *he  (feeiinig  oif  belionging  fio  a  brotudei' 
fellow.ship. 

Think  for  a  monictnit  about  liho  loving  relatiion- 
shiip  bt'lweo.n  Paul  and  Tiniotliy.  Paul  wa-;  viUilJy 
concerncid  alwuul  TinKilihy's  gi-owing-in-tlhe-failJl 
and  'his  two  letleiis  ito  that  young  man  aiblesit  'to 
:his  concern.  "Son  lin  'tihe  ifaitih,"  he  addresses 
Timothy,  "I  thank  God  .  .  .  when  I  mention  you 
lin  my  prayers;  this  I  do  oon.silanlily  niig'ht  and 
day."  dllTimoitihy  1:1-3)  Paul  exipended  much  time 
and  ener^'gy  'lo  kecip  trat^c  o'f  Timoithy  and  to  (mi- 
coui-agi'  'him  in  his  ministry. 

What  it'  each  now  memiber  of  our  Brethi'on 
dliurOhes,  a  Timotihy,  ;had  a  Paul  tio  'ta'ke  him  under 
his  wing?  Yes,  Paul  could  send  Timolhy  a  .birtihday 
card,  'take  hiim  ito  a  hailgamo,  Iniclude  'him  in 
Fat'her-Son  actlvilicis  at  the  church,  or  present  'hi'm 
a  book  on  Ohri.stiian  igrowt'h.  Or  Pauline  could  take 
Timothcann  to  a  Ohi-i.stJan  movie,  see  'that  she 
gels  to  Sisterhood  nuMMings,  give  her  a  start  of 
favorite  plant.s,  or  help  her  loam  to  kniiit  or  crochet. 
And  note  what  Paul  does  fur  Timoitlhy,  "I  'thank 
God  w^hen  I  mention  you  in  my  prayers  .  .  . 
oonsbantly." 


What  if  Brethren  men  and  women,  Orusader-age 
to  retired,  would  take  it  upon  thomselvos  to  write 
letters  of  weloo'me  to  the  wider  fellowship  of  'the 
Brethren  'Church  froim  coiast  ito  coast — ito  'those 
Who  have  just  become  merabeTS?  A  young  person 
in  Pennsylvania  would  enjoiy  getting  a  card  or 
letter  from  a  memhei-  in  Arizona  and  feel  more 
a  part  of  'the  total  church.  Certainly  one  who  has 
just  dedicated  his  life  to  the  Lord's  service  as  a 
pastiotr  or  missiionary  would  appreciate  -a  niOite  of 
encoui'agemant  from  one  w^ho  has  been  serving  in 
t'hat  capacity.  One  of  our  seminjary  iproifesisors,  on 
his  own,  'has  written  miany  letters  of  this  nature. 

We  would  hope  that  'this  Paul-Timothy  line 
acro.3s  our  nation  migiht  lead  to  a  national  prayer 
chain  'that  would  strengethen  our  bro'therhood  and 
lead  us  to  mare  spirit-filled  lives.  Consider  pray- 
'fulily  iseiiviing  as  a  Paul  or  Pauline  as  a  vital  liink 
In  the  Paul-Timothy  Line.  If  you  feel  led  to  this 
service,  'tell  your  pastor  o'r  write  to  your  Natioinal 
Boiard  of  Ohristian  Eduoation — and  we  will  aJl 
P.T.L.  together! 

Mrs.  Domm  Stoffer  is  a  member  of  the 
Trinity  Brethren  Chtcrch  in  Canton,  Ohio. 
She  serves  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Christian  Edncation  and  has  personally 
served  on  the  Youth  Commission,  and  Paul- 
Timothy  Task  Force.  A  dedicated  member 
of  tlie  Board  since  its  conception  in  1966, 
Mrs.  Stoffer  is  presently  a  member  of  the 
Avards  &  Recognition  Task  Force.  She  is 
also  an  English  teacher  in  the  North  Canton 
School  System. 
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Outreach    to    Brethren    Students 
at    Ashland    College 


In  additioin  to  'the  routine  office  functiO'ns  eon- 
oerned  wiitih  the  Brethren  Chuaiah,  :the  BCE  also 
serves  as  a  ^hedping  hand  and  home  'to  'the  Brethren 
College  situdents  at  Ashland  Colle'ge.  The  Board 
coordinates  various  activities  for  tlie  students 
including  several  get-togetheirs  and  a  bible  situdy 
with  Dr.  'Charles  Munson  'in  his  home.  We  feel 
a  need  to  mentioin  our  young  people  here  at 
Ashland.  The  number  of  Bretlnien  students  at 
A.C.  has  grown  to  a  total  of  33  this  year.  We  are 
grateful  for  each  of  'these  students  and  P'raise 
God  lo'r  His  leading  in  'their  lives. 

Mark  Baker       No-rth  Manchester  IN 


Stephen  Biarber 
Jon  Barber 
Jim  Black 
Clara  Bolton 
Kay  BoitO'n 
Martha  Dearduirff 
Cathy  Harding 
Diane  Hai'tzler 
Keith  Heist 


Ashland,  OH 

Hemdon,  VA 

Milledgevllle,  IL 

Troy,  OH 

Troy,  OH 

BellefO'ntaine,  OH 

Ashland,  OH 

Sm'ithvUle,  OH 

Canton,  OH 


Jeanniie  Hesketh 
Joan  Ho'lsLnger 
Tom  Keplinger 
BUI  Kerner 
Sara  Kiefer 
Jeff  Len-tz 
John  Lersch 
Ruth  Ann  Mack 
Joan  McKinney 
Susan  Michael 
Caryl  MiUer 
Adriana  M'ii'anida 
Randy  Myers 
Cai-ol  Neal 
Ann  O.xenrider 
Gregory  Roberts 
Nancy  Ronk 
Becky  Rose 
Kerry  Scott 
Darlene  Swenk 
Tim  Watkins 
Jeff  Weidenhamer 
Dave  Wiley 


Vanidergrift,  PA 

Ashla-nd,  OH 

Silver  HUl,  MD 

Roann,  IN 

Warsaw,  IN 

Nap'panee,  IN 

St.  Petei'sburg,  FL 

Ashland,  OH 

Tucson,  AZ 

Gratis,  OH 

Ft.  Lauderdale,  F'L 

Asihlanid,  OH 

Fairplay,  MD 

Woo'Ster,  OH 

Bryan,  OH 

Wooister,  OH 

Ashland,  OH 

Asihland,  OH 

Winona  Lake,  IN 

Ashland,  O'H 

Lo'uisville,  OH 

Flat  Ro'ck,  MI 

Canton,  OH 


Youth    Council    in    Action 


The  National  BYC  Council  functions  under  'the 
section  of  the  National  Brothre'n  Yo'Uth  Crusader 
Convention  and  the  BCE.  It's  33  members  ai'e 
compo'se'd  of  the  preseinit  National  of-ficers,  the 
ofificeTS  of  'the  previous  year,  district  youth  presi- 
dents, district  yo'Ut'h  represen'tatives,  and  national 
At^Large  representatives.  The  yo'Ut'h  council  holds 
its  meetings  during  the  week  of  the  National  Con- 
vention and  two  additional  mee'tdn'gs  are  scheduled 
tor  Vhe  faill  and  ispring  of  the  year.  Functioning 
for  the  ease  of  governmental  proceedings  of  the 
Convention,  the  council  also  serves  as  a  sounding 
board  for  ideas  and  critisms  of  the  youth.  Valuable 
assiistance  is  found  lin  tihe  council  membeirs  in  dis- 
icovering  metho-ds  and  activities  for  imiple'menting 
effectively  proigrams  designed  for  no't  only  the 
you'tlh  of  ithe  churoh  but  for  older  members  as 
Weill. 

The  fall  imeeiting  oif  the  icoiundil  was  heild  October 
25-26,  1975.  The  council  discussed  ideas  for  the 
1976  Conventio'n,  'their  ipre'Sent  guidaULnes  system. 


and  areas  concerned  with  involving  *he  po'St  high 
school  youth  with  the  'Brethren  Church.  The 
realization  of  the  need  for  a  system  of  coordinating 
'the  tentm,ciking  coineept  into  aictual  practice  within 
the  'Brethre'n  Church  has  been  aooapted  as  an  area 
of  coinsideration  of  the  council.  In  addition  to  the 
actual  business  functioning  of  the  cOiUncil,  it  also 
serves  as  a  method  of  co'mmunication  between  all 
levels  lOf  the  youth  pro-gram.  The  "family  reunion" 
atmosphere  of  the  meeting  is  encoiuraging  evidence 
of  the  actual  unity  of  the  'body  of  believers  O'ur 
youth  have  today. 

This  body  of  yo'Uing  leaders  of  the  dhurch  is 
symbolistic  of  the  quality  of  ouir  yo'ung  peo'ple  of 
the  Brethren  Church.  They  are  the  leaders  of  our 
future  church  and  ishow  co'ncern  for  ithe  growth 
oif  the  Brethren  Church,  mot  'Only  numerically, 
but  'SpirituaHy.  The  ho'pe  of  'the  future  for  'the 
Brethren  lies  in  these  leaders.  Th-ey  'are  securely 
rooted  iin  their  seeking  for  th'e  will  of  'the  Lord  in 
the  future  of  'His  church. 
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New    ICL    Resource    Materials 


The  Board  of  Christian  Education  now  has  avail- 
able 7  new  filmstrips  concerning  the  Gospel  Light 
ICL,  Program.  Each  fUmstrip  coimes  witih  an  accom- 
panying cassette  taj>es.  Topics  discussed  centered 
on  the  basic  steps  of  the  ICL  approach  and  are  a 
valuable  aid  in  continuing  your  knowledge  and 
acquiring  new  aspects  in  teaching  and  learning 
techniques.  The  following  filmstrips  are  available 
thru  the  audio- visual  dept.: 

FS-T901 — "Is  there  a  learner  in  the  house" 

FS-T902 — "Recruitinig  is  everybodys  job" 

FS-T903~"What  these  Mds  need  is  .  .  ." 

FS-T904— "Getting  the  Most  out  of  your 
iminutes,  or  .  .  ." 

FS-T905— "Make  Learning  a  Joy" 

FS-T906— "Joy  of  Discovery— Youth" 

FS-T907— "Joy  of  Discoveiry— Adult" 


ICL  Planbook — ^Gospel  Lig*ht  Publications  has 
also  recently  released  a  new  ICL  manual — "Sunday 
School  Teacher's  Planbook".  This  planbook  is  de- 
signed for  S.S.  teachers,  youth  leaders,  department 
superintendents,  pastors,  tihe  Christian  Education 
Director,  and  anyone  else  who  is  involved  in  the 
teaching  level  of  Christian  Ed.  It  is  an  essential 
tool  for  help  in  organizing  your  curriculum  and 
establishing  methods  for  effectively  communicat- 
ing the  Word  of  God.  The  Planbook  is  available  in 
4  levels — Early  childhood.  Children,  Youth,  and 
Adult.  Each  centers  on  the  needs  of  the  teacher 
in  the  Sunday  School  enviroinment  and  the  ma- 
terials needed  for  exciting  teaching-leamiing  initer- 
action.  This  Planbook  is  available  thru  your  reg- 
ular Gospel  Light  dealer  and  also  may  be  pur- 
chased froim  the  Brethren  Publishing  Company. 
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WOMEN'S  LAB 


KEEP  IN  TOUCH! 


As  friendly  neighboirs  moved  from  yoiur  com- 
munity, haven't  you  ever  admonistied  them  to 
"keep  in  touch"?  Or  if  you  located  in  another 
city,  haven't  friends  requested  that  you  do  the 
same?  This  is  an  appeal  made  in  numerous  siitua- 
tiions  and  relationslhips.  Even  the  private  eye  in 
a  TV  whodunit  coimmonly  remarks,  I'll  keep  in 
touch,"  and  he  does.  All  of  these  expressions  of 
concern  and  need  remiind  us  of  other  .perisonal 
experiences. 

For  example,  when  I  w:as  a  very  little  girl — 
and  'that  Is  more  than  a  few  years  ago,  since  I  am 
past  ithirty  nine — I  used  to  love  riding  on  the  street 
oar.  In  the  summer  I  always  sorambled  for  one 
of  the  end  seats  which  ran  cross-wise  on  the  open 
cars.  There,  with  no  otetruotionis,  I  could  watch 
the  landscape  whizzing  by  (at  about  fifteen  miles 
per  hour).  In  the  winiter,  in  closed  cars  with  seats 
CTinnling  lengthwise,  it  was  so  much  fun  scrutiniz- 
Sng  all  the  passengers. 

Frequently,  during  'the  day  or  early  evening, 
■the  cars  were  quite  crowded:  men  with  lunch 
pails,  coming  home  from  work;  women  with  shoe- 
string shopping  bags  that  bulged  with  fascinating 
bundles — perhaps  a  few  Ghristmas  presents  for 
the  approaching  occasion ;  one  or  two  studenits  who 
had  remained  after  school  for  a  meetinig  and  were 
fortunate  enough  to  have  a  ndckle  each  for  the 
fare — ^the  going  rate  then. 

This  'trip  always  gave  me  a  sihaver  of  pleasure; 
I  felt  a  bit  sophisiticated  to  be  a  part  of  it  all. 
Then,  occasionally,  in  the  midst  of  these  delightful 
sensations — Whooish!  the  lights  went  out,  leaving 
us  lin  total  darkness;  and  the  street  oar  ground  to 
a  halt.  The  situation  was  somewhat  frightening, 
and  I  would  snuggle  up  to  my  mother  or  older 
sister  "just  for  luck."  For  a  brief  minute,  sUence 
reigned;  then  passenger  began  to  whisper  or  to 
giggle  nervously. 

If  one  looked  out  the  window,  he  could  see  the 
motorman  puUing  vigorously  on  ithe  rope  wMoh 
dangled    from    the   trolley.    After   several   heroic 


efforts,  which  caused  the  sparks  to  fly,  he  made 
contact  with  the  overhead  power  line.  The  car 
was  once  more  aglow  with  light,  and  we  proceeded 
on  our  way.  The  whole  problem  arose  because  the 
trolley  had  lost  contact  with  the  power  overhead. 
It  had  not  kept  in  touch. 

Let  me  cite  another  personal  example  of  my 
concern  for  maintaining  contact:  Out  of  the  genetic 
grab-bag,  my  husband  and  I  have  come  up  with 
three  children:  one  son  and  two  daughters.  (We 
aire  thoroughly  convinced  that  they  are  the  best 
in  the  world;  but  of  course,  you  are  equally  cer- 
tain about  yours.)  Among  the  three  of  them,  they 
have  provided  us  eight  delightful  grandchildren, 
with  as  many  perso'nahty  difference  as  H.  J.  Heinz 
produced.  They  all  Uve  in  other  cities,  and  one 
even  in  a  different  state;  but  do  I  need  to  wonder 
where  they  live,  what  work  they  are  domg^  etc? 
Certainly  not!  for  by  means  of  Uncle  Sam's  Pony 
Express — or  so  it  sometimes  seems;  by  Alexander 
Graham  Bell's  communication  device;  or  by  visit- 
ing, we  keep  in  touch. 

'Going  into  an  area  of  Wider  scope,  consider 
what  the  results  would  be  if  the  musicians  in  an 
orchestra  did  not  keep  their  eyes  on  the  director. 
What  if  each  set  his  own  tempo,  volume,  etc? 
Certainly  the  performance  would  be  an  ear- 
shattering  fiasco,  not  a  harmonic  delight. 

What  if  the  pUot  and  co-p'Uot  of  a  plane,  enter- 
ing and  leaving  the  airport,  failed  to  keep  in  con- 
tact with  the  dispatcher?  If  they  landed  and  took 
off  as  they  pleased  with  no  regard  for  air  traffic? 
One  can  only  imagine  the  resulting  carnage.  They 
must  maintain  contact  with  the  control  tower. 

Going  to  Biblical  examples,  re^member  the 
woman  who  touched  the  hem  of  Jesus'  garment 
and  was  healed.  Remember  how  Peter  reached 
out  for  Jesus'  help  when  he  was  sinking  into  the 
waves.  Remember  how  Jesus  touched  the  eyes 
of  the  blind  man  and  made  him  see.  In  each  of 
these  cases  a  touch  made  all  the  difference  between 
disaster  and  relief. 

All  such  examples  reflect  physical  needs  of 
man  being  met  by  keeping  in  touch.  Consider  also 
his  greater  needs  for  spiritual  help.  With  seemingly 
insoluble  problems  on  every  hand,  life  can  over- 
whelm us.  We  don't  know  what  to  do;  we  aren't 
sure  where  we  are  or  where  we  are  going.  Why? 
Perhaps  we  are  out  of  touch  with  the  power  over- 
head. We  may  need  to  regain  contact  with  that 
power  and  maintain  it  continuously. 

To  be  sure,  keeping  in  constant  communion  with 
God  does  not  necessarily  mean  always  being  on 
our  knees;  rather,  it  means  being  so  attuned  to 
Him  that  we  may  speak  to  Him  or  hear  Him 
counsel  us  at  any  time.  The  resulting  sensation 
of  peace  and  "tranquility  can  be  like  hearing  the 
music  of  the  s^pheres;  it  is  indeed  silent  music. 

If  life  is  to  have  meaning;  if  we  are  to  see  where 
we  are  and  where  we  are  going  we  must  keep  the 
trolley  of  our  Uves  in  cons'tant  contact  with  the 
overhead  power — ^God's  very  self. 

Father,  we  want  to  feel  yo-ur   presence, 
To  trust  you  more  anid  know  your  love. 
We  need  your  mighty  strength  and  wisdom 
As  you  sustain  us  from  above. 

Christian  friends,  if  we  would  live  lives  of  pur- 
pose and  fulfillment,  we  must  KEEP  IN 
TOUCH!     — il 


Page  Eig:ht 


The  Brethren  Evang'elist 


Mrs.  Albert  To   (Goldie)   Ronk 


The  memorial  service  for  Mrs.  Albert  T.  Rank  was  held  Tuesday  afternoon, 
August  12,  1975,  ui  The  First  Brethren  Churdi,  North  Manchester,  Indiana.  Rev. 
Woodrow  Immel  was  the  minister.  Mrs.  Ronk  had  been  ihosipitalized  for  a  short 
time,  when  death  came  early  Sunday,  August  10. 

Goldie  Fouts  was  bom  in  North  Manchester  May  11,  1888,  and  had  married  Albert 
Teller  Ronk  April  16,  1912.  Together  they  served  the  Brethren  Church  in  the  pastoral 
ministry  (Mexico  and  Sydney,  Indiana)  and  in  evangelistic  work,  until  a  throat 
problem  forced  him  to  change  occupations.  During  World  War  11  Mr.  Ronk  was  an 
industrial  engineer  for  Barnard  and  Leas,  a  factory  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  which 
was  owned  by  his  brother,  George.  Later,  Albert  personally  supyervised  the  construc- 
tion and  installation  of  the  world's  largest  rice  mill — ^at  that  time — ^in  Ciudad 
Obergone,  Mexico.  Goldie  Ronk  was  at  his  side.  For  many  years  following,  she  made 
rice  strainers  from  silk  for  the  factory. 

Albert  became  pastor  of  the  Waterloo,  Iowa,  Brethren  Church  in  1955,  and  Goldie 
was  the  ideal  pastor's  wife — ^a  confidant,  a  loving  help-meet  to  her  husband,  and  a 
gracious  hostess.  They  were  the  interim  pastor  in  Tucson,  Arizona,  and  lived  in 
the  parsonage  furnished  by  the  congregation.  It  was  home,  although  they  had  taken 
with  them  only  the  few  special  things  that  could  fit  into  the  car. 

The  Ronks  moved  to  Ashland  in  1964  to  do  research  and  writing  for  the  denom- 
ination. With  his  office  in  the  Se'mhiary,  Albert  became  weU  acquainted  with  the 
seminary  students,  annd  Goldie  opened  her  home  to  be  a  mother,  a  cook,  a  teacher, 
and  a  listener  to  many  of  the  students.  The  international  students  and  the  bachelors 
visited  and  asked  many  how-to  questions!  She  had  a  sense  of  humor  which  everyone 
enjoyed.  She  and  Albert  corresponded  weekly  with  students  and  graduates,  fre- 
quently writing  80-85  letters  weekly.  Together  they  were  a  source  of  strength  and 
guidance.  Age  was  never  a  barrier — ^they  loved  chUdren  of  every  age. 

Ashland  College  honored  Albert  with  an  honorary  doctor  of  divinity  degree  in 
1966.  Goldie  was  the  gracious  lady  who  assisted  him  in  every  phase  of  his  work. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ronk  had  two  children,  Albert,  Jr.,  deceased,  and  Mary  Louise.  Fol- 
lowing Dr.  Ronk's  death  in  October,  1972,  Mrs.  Ronk  made  her  home  in  Bryant, 
Iowa,  with  Mary  Lou  and  her  husband,  Joseplh  Bohr.  Here  sihe  was  near  her  two 
grandchildren  and  her  five  great  grandchildren. 

The  verses  in  Proverbs  31  Which  describe  a  virtuous  woman  describe  Goldie  Rank. 
She  was  trustworthy,  ambitious,  generous,  strong,  loving,  and  humble.  "...  a  woman 
that  feareth  the  Lord,  she  shall  be  praised.  Give  her  of  the  fruit  of  her  hands;  and 
let  her  own  works  praise  her  in  the  gates"    Proverbs  31:30-31. 


November  29,  1975 


Page  Nine 


/    LOVE   AMERICA 

The  General  Conference  Publicity  Co^mmittee, 
augumented  by  a  special  Bicentennial  Publicity 
Committee  is  pleased  to  announce  the  winner  of 
the  Bicentennial  Symbol  as  Mrs.  John  Vance,  R.R. 
2,  Claypooi,  Indiana. 

The  symbol  wUl  appear  in  THE  BRETHREN 
EVANGELIST  lor  tile  lirst  time  in  the  January 
issue. 

The  former  Marjoirie  Bumbauigh,  Mrs.  Vance 
is  a  member  of  the  First  Brethren  Church  in 
Warsaw,  Indiana,  where  she  sei-ves  as  oa-ganist. 
The  mother  of  five  children — Two  boys  and  thi-ee 
girls — ^Marjorie  confesses  her  main  interest  is 
music.  (She  also  plays  for  a  Claypooi  Funeral 
Home  and  has  a  few  private  voice  students.) 

Art  is  a  hobby  with  Marjorie,  but  backed  by 
two  years  as  advertising  artist  for  yellow  pages 
in  directories.  In  the  past  she  has  designed  the 
official  symbol  for  Brethren  Youth,  did  so^me  art 
work  for  B.H.  Missions  and  designed  a  symbol 
for  her  husband's  department  at  Intemation  Har- 
vester Which  was  reproduced  on  company  jackets. 

Marjorie's  husband,  John,  is  also  a  farmer  and 
Marjorie's  summers  are  spent  helping  the  family 
bale  hay.  She  usually  drives  the  tractor  for  this 
operation  and  to  quote  her:  "You'd  be  surprised 
ihow  much  praying  a  person  can  do  on  a  job  like 
that!" 

Her  favorite  Bible  verse  is  Philippians  4:13;  "I 
can  do  all  'things  through  Christ  which  streng- 
eneth  me." 

The  committee  wishes  to  express  its  thanks  to 
all  Who  took  part  in  the  contest,  and  at  the  request 
of  the  Conference  Bicentennial  Committee  all  en- 
tries wiU  be  exhibited  at  the  General  Conference 
Bicentennial  Celebration. 

Peggy  Beekley,  Chairman 


NAE's  outreach  program  for  the 
Bicentennial  Year  of  the  nation. 

Materials  available  to  assist  in 

planning  special  days  of  emphasis 

in  your  church  and  community. 

March  5— Day  of  Prayer 

April  16— Day  of  Witness 

luly  4  —Day  of  Worship  and 

Thanksgiving 

Join  other  evangelicals  in  a 

creative  witness 

during  America's  Bicentennial 

Write  today  for  a  free  informa- 
tional brochure.  A  sample  packet 
of  materials  is  available  for  Si. 

Send  name  and  address  to: 
NAE  Bicentennial  Program 

National  Association  of  Evangelicals 
\  Box  28.  VVheaton.  Illinois  c0187 

l¥3MB 


250,000  AT  5-DAY  GRAHAM  TAIPEI 
CRUSADE  BREAK  ALX,  STADIUM 
ATTENDANCE  RECORDS 

TAIPEI,  Taiwan  (EP)— An  laggregate  attend- 
ance of  a  quarter  million  people  gathered  at  Taipei 
City  Stadium  during  the  Oct.  29 -Nov.  2  Billy 
Graham  Crusade  here,  sihattaring  previous  stadium 
attendance  records  and  resulting  m  11,595  inquiries 
for  salvation. 

"Your  courage  'and  your  fai'tlh  have  inspired  us 
all,"  Dr.  Graham  told  Ws  audieooe  Hhvough  inter- 
preter Chow  Lien-hwa. 

Rain  feill  during  four  of  ^the  five  days,  turning 
the  field  into  a  quagmire  yet  faihng  to  drown  the 
public  address  system  or  'the  enthusiasm  of  the 
people.  The  crusade  was  ithe  largest  religious 
event  held  on  the  300-mile-long  island.  Madame 
Ohiang  Kai-sihek,  in  the  U.S.  for  medical  treat- 
mente,  caibled  her  greetings  and  urged  her  people 
to  open  'thieir  hearts  to  the  Go'spel. 


Many  of  the  300  local  sponsoring  dhurohes 
pushed  pews  together  to  sleep  out-of-'town  friends. 
A  School  of  Evangelism,  headed  by  Dr.  Kenneth 
Ohafin,  drew  a  registration  of  2,90Q  pastors,  wives, 
seminary  and  co'llege  students  interested  in  Chris- 
tian vocations.  Hundreds  came  from  mountain 
villages  to  attend. 

A  School  of  Christian  Wiriting,  also  held  con- 
currently, was  attended  by  128  professional  and 
aspiring  writers.  Dr.  Philip  Teng,  editor  of  ithe 
Ohinese  edition  of  Decision  magazine,  was  dean 
of  the  school. 

As  'the  crusade  drew  to  a  close,  the  sun  broke 
through  tlhe  igriay  sky  wlhdle  inqui'rers  -wialked,  S'lid, 
skidded  and  waded  'to  the  front.  Pianist  Tedd 
Smith  removed  the  cover  on  his  piano  and  played 
the  haunting  strains  of  the  theime  song  wihich  he 
cocmpo'sed  for  "The  Hiding  Place." 

Fro'm  Taipei  the  Graham  team  went  to  Hong 
Konig  to  prepare  for  the  Nov.  12^16  crusade  in  the 
Government  Stadium  on  Hong  Kong  Island. 
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LAYMAN    1 

An  Open  Letter  to  Laymen 


Dear  Brethren  Laymen. 

General  Conference  of  The  Brethren 
Church  is  over,  leaving,  for  those  who  were 
in  attendance,  memories  of  joy  and  sorrow. 
Our  joys  are  not  without  sorro^v.  I  have  a 
sadness  that  I  feel  I  must  share  with  you 
since  yon  are  involved. 

Each  year  there  is  a  statistical  report  given 
(this  is  where  our  churches  count  noses) 
and  every  time  I  read  the  figures  I  get  a 
little  sick  at  heart.  For  the  year  197 i  our 
denomination  liad  a  total  membership  of 
16,279.  Looking  further  doivn  the  report  I 
find  there  are  only  UOl  Laymen.  That  is 
when  I  get  a  little  sick  at  heart.  I  don't  knotv 
the  problem  but  it  tells  me  one  thing.  It  tells 
me  that  our  men  don't  have  or  can't  find 
two  extra  hour's  a  month  to  spend  in  fellow- 
ship together  or  ivith  Him.  Man  was  created 
to  have  fellowship  with  God  and  from  the 
looks  of  the  world,  in  iiational  and  local  con- 
ditions, one  can  see  that  man  has  fallen  away 
from  this  fellotvship  and  is  doing  his  oivn 
thing.  It's  time  something  is  done  to  restore 
this  felloivship.  There  is  no  time  like  right 
now. 


Much  is  going  to  be  said  and  done  this 
year,  and  continued  in  future  years,  about 
Church  Growth.  Laymen,  this  is  an  excellent 
year  to  begin  the  return  to  that  felloivship 
with  our  Father.  Pray  about  it,  expect  re- 
sults, and  folloiv  His  direction.  I  would  offer 
the  folloiving  as  a  theme,  "Laymen,  Let's 
Grow  and  Grow  and  Grow." 

Let  me  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the 
Brethren  for  electing  me  the  Treasurer  of 
the  National  Laymen's  Organization.  I  ivill 
soon  begin  my  third  year.  May  I  remind  you 
that  all  monies  for  Dues,  Public  Services  and 
the  National  Project  are  forwarded  to  me. 
(Note  Address**) 

May  our  Father  richly  bless  you  as  you 
begiyi  again  to  felloivship  with  one  another 
and  with  Him. 

Serving  and  Loving  Him, 
David  Brandenburg 
Treasurer  of  the  National 
Laymen's  Organization 

** David  Brandenburg,  Treas.  N.L.O. 
352  Kenilworth  Avenue 
Dayton,  Ohio  U5U05 
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CHURCH  MUSIC 

Foundations  of  'Brethiien  Hymnody.    P.  E. 

Roussaki.     95:14,  June  30,  p.  14-16. 


Now,  For  Our  Prayer  Hymn.     95:15,  July 
28,  p.  7. 
CHURCH  SCHOOLS 
The  Case  for  the  Ohrisitian  School. 
B.  C.  Stark 

Part  1:     Biblical  Foiundatioins.     95:15, 

July  28,  p.  14-16. 
Part  2:     A  Christian  Philosophy  of 

Education.     95:17,  August  25,  p.  4-8. 
Part  3:     Comolusion.     95:22,  October  20, 
p.  24-27. 
CONGREGATIGNS- CENTRAL  DISTRICT 
Lanark.     SpirituaUy  Aglow.    95:5,  February 

24,  p.  22. 
Mffledgeville.     95:1,  January  13,  p.  22. 
Milledgeville.     95:6,  March  10,  p.  31. 
CONGREGATIONS— FLORIDA  DISTRICT 
Bradenton,  People  Building  New  Work  in 

Bradenton.     95:13,  June  16,  p.  12-13. 
Bradenton,  Welcome  Bradeniton.     95:22, 

October  20,  p.  17. 
Sarasota.     Hamel  Begins  14th  Year  in 

Sarasota.     95:5,  February  24,  p.  23. 
Sarasota.    Others  Still  Need  Him.     95:8, 

AprU  7,  p.  28. 
Sarasota.     95:9,  April  21,  p.  13. 
CONGREGATIGNS-^INDIANA  DISTRICT 
Ardmore.     95:6,  March  10,  p.  30. 
Burlington.     95:19,  September  22,  p.  29. 
Jefferson.     95:19,  September  22,  p.  24. 
■Mexico.     Eiaster  Sunrise  Services  at  Mexico. 

95:12,  June  2,  p.  17. 
Muncie.     95:6,  March  10,  p.  30. 
Muncie.     95:16,  August  11,  p.  25. 
Nappanee.     95:20,  Ootoiber  6,  p.  26. 
Roanoke.     95:2,  January  27,  p.  31. 
Warsaw.     95:19,  September  22,  p.  25. 
Winding  Waters.     95:1,  January  13,  p.  23. 
CONGREGATIONS-4MIDVVEST  DISTRICT 
Derby.    Derby  ReaOhing  Out.     95:23, 

November  3,  p.  19. 
Falls  City.    95:9,  April  21,  p.  12. 
Mulvane.     95:16,  August  11,  p.  26. 
CONGREGATIONS— OHIO  DISTRICT 
Gratis.     Dedication  Day  at  Gratis.     95:3, 

February  10,  p.  13. 
Louisville.    Constitution  Day.     95:22,  October 

20,  p.  22. 
Newark.    Mission  lOhurch  Walks  Alone.    95:9, 

April  21,  p.  24. 
North  Georgetown.     95:24,  Novemiber  17,  p.  27. 
Park  St.     95:16,  August  11,  p.  26. 
Park  St.  and  Pleasant  Hiilll.    Bvangeilisit 
Bud  HameJ  Travels  North  Agiain.     95:23, 
November  3,  p.  23. 
Smith ville.    Windows  TeU  the  Story.     95:16, 
August  11,  p.  27. 
CONGREGATIONS- 
PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT 

Brush  VaUey.     95:8,  April  7,  p.  31. 
Pittsburg'h.    Revival  Meeting  Held  in 

Pittsiburgh.     95:14,  June  30,  p.  26. 
Pleasant  View.     95:18,  September  8,  p.  31. 
Sergeantsvi'He.    95:20,  Octolber  6,  p.  27. 
Viinoo.    Mortgage  Burning  lait  Vinoo.     95:8, 

AprU  7,  p.  30. 
Wayne  Heights.    A  Missiion  Church  Becomes 
a  Missionary  'Church.    H.  Bates,  95:2, 
January  27,  p.  22-23. 
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Wayne  Heightis.    HigiMights  at  Wayne 

Heights.     95:9,  Aprlil  21,  p.  12. 
Wayne  Heights.     95  M6,  Auguisit  11,  p.  26. 
CONGREGATIONS— SOUTHEAST  DISTRICT 
Washington,  D.C.     Members  on  the  Move. 

95:25,  December  1,  p.  23. 
CONGREGATIONS— SOUTHWEST  DISTRICT 

Tucson.     95:12,  June  2,  p.  17. 
CONGREGATIONS— HISTORY 
Kistotry  of  ithe  Corunth  Brethren  Church. 

95:2,  January  27,  p.  4-5. 
History  of  the  Flirst  Breitliren  Church,  Gratis, 

Ohio.    95:7,  March  24,  p.  15-17. 
HisitO'ry  of  the  First  Brethren  Church,  Lanark, 

lUinois.     95:3,  February  10,  p.  15-18. 
History  of  the  North  Liberty,  Indiana, 

Brethren  lOhuroh.    95:18,  iSeptemibeir  8, 

p.  16-18. 
CROSS  COUNTRY  CONFERENCE 
Cross  Country  Conference,  1973.     95:1, 

January  13,  p.  30-31. 
DRUGS 

America's  Home  Life  Needs  Refurbisliinig. 

A.  LinMetter,  95:11,  May  19,  p.  8-m. 
EDITORIALS 

Are  You  Concerned?     G.  Sohuister.     95:25, 

December  1,  p.  3. 
Calling  Our  Continent.     95:3,  February  10, 

p.  3. 
Doomiinatdng  or  Doinineerinig?     G.  Schuster. 

95:19,  September  22,  p.  3. 
It's  Our  Business.     (Reprint  of  1946  article). 

95:5,  Februai-y  24,  p.  3. 
Need  for  Glad  Tidings,  The.    M.  W.  Doidds. 

95:28,  December  15,  p.  3. 
New  Leaf,  A.    ;G.  Sohuster.     95:2,  January 

27,  p.  3. 
Open  the  Door!     G.  Schuster.     95:1,  January 

13,  p.  3. 
Our  Business  Is  to  Sipread  the  Word.    M.  W. 

Dodds,  95:8,  April  7,  p.  3. 
Shialom-Salaam-Greetinigs  of  Peace!     Gleoin 

Shank.     95:22,  October  20,  p.  3. 
The  Truth  of  the  Matiter  ils.    G.  Schuster. 

95:7,  March  24,  p.  3. 
TV-X-R-PG  or  G?     G.  Schuster,  95:10, 

May  5,  p.  3. 
EVANGELISM 
iGo  Ye  Into  AU  the  World.     R.  L.  Byron. 

95:3,  February  10,  p.  8-10. 
International  Congress  on  World 

Evangeflization.     95:8,  April  7,  p.  10-11. 
Need  Some  Ideas  to  Make  Your  Church 

iGrow?     95:26,  Deoamiber  15,  p.  16-17. 
EVANGELISM— KEY  '73 

Consuming  Commitment,  A.     95:18, 

September  8,  p.  3. 
iGo  and  Proclaim.     95:12,  June  2,  p.  3. 
Key  '73.     95:23,  November  3,  p.  8-9. 
Key  '73  A  Midyear  Appraisal.    C.  F.  H. 

Heniry.     95:15,  July  28,  p.  3. 
Out  Flrom  the  Trash  Heap.    95:7,  March  24, 

p.  23. 
Outreach.    95:20,  Oatober  6,  p.  3. 
Power  of  His  Resurrection,  The.     95:5, 

February  24,  p.  24. 
Sharpened  Words.    95:3,  February  10,  p.  29-30. 
Strategy  Seminar.    95:3,  February  10,  p.  31. 
FAMTLY  LIFE 
Ameanica's  Home  IMe  Need®  iRefurbdishling. 


A.  LinMetter.     95:11,  May  19,  p.  8-11. 
LANGUAGE 

Economics  of  Endemic  Monolingualitis,  The. 
D.  N.  Larson.     95:3,  February  10,  ip.  22-23. 
MEDITATIONS 
How  Coiuld  David  Know?     J.  L.  Fields. 
95:9,  AprU  21,  p.  5. 
MEMORIALS 

Piatt,  John  Wesley,  V.  Ingraham.     95:6, 

March  10,  p.  15. 
Sibert,  Floyd.     95:2,  January  27,  p.  11. 
Steiner,  Judith  Ann.    Pauline  Winfiedd.    95:14, 

June  30,  p.  5. 
Whitted,  Margery  Bums.    Ida  Lindower. 

95:14,  June  30,  p.  11. 
Young,  Jc^hn  T.     95:26,  December  15,  p.  13. 
MINISTERIAL  STUDENT  AID 

Ministerial  Student  Aid.     95:11,  May  19, 
p.  12-14. 
MISSIONARIES 

Kenneth  Solomon  Family  in  ithe  U.S.     95:2, 
January  27,  p.  23. 
MISSIONARY  BOARD  OF 
THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

1972  Missionary  Givinig.     95:3,  February 

10,  p.  4. 

Spotlight  on  Members  of  the  Missionary 
Board.     95:15,  July  28,  p.  8-9.     95:16,  August 

11,  p.  14-15.     95:17,  Auguisrt  25,  p.  22-23. 
^5^18,  Septemtoer  8,  p.  22-23.     95:19, 
September  22,  p.  14-15.     95:20,  Octoiber  6, 

p.  6-7. 
MISSIONS 

Aid  to  ithe  National  'Church,  When  It  He^lps. — 

When  It  Hinders.    B.  H.  Kato.     95:8,  April 

7,  p.  24-27. 
Give  Up  Your  Small  Ambitiions,  Excerpts 

From.     95:15,  July  28,  p.  11-12.    95:16, 

August  11,  p.  20.     95:17,  August  25,  p.  27. 

95:18,  September  8,  p.  26.     95:19,  September 

22,  p.  16.     95:20,  October  6,  p.  11. 
Missing  Link  in  Missiionary  Recoruitment,  The. 

H.  R.  Cook.     95:25,  December  1,  p.  11-13. 
Mission  Church  Becomes  a  Misslionay 

Churdh,  A.    H.  Bates.     95:2,  January  27, 

p.  22-23. 
Missionary  Emphasis  MJaterlal.    L.  iBakar. 

9531,  January  13,  p.  6. 
National  Leadership  .and  Missionary 

IPreparation.    F.  W.  All'Sn.    95:7,  March 

24,  p.  18-20. 
Should  You  Be  a  Misisionary?     R.  Wolff. 

95:24,  Novemiber  17,  p.  9^11. 
MISSIONS^ARGENTDNA 

Argentine  Brethren  Youth,  The.     95:5, 

February  24,  p.  12. 
Argentine  WjM.S.  'Celebrates  Its  Sixth  Anniual 

Congress.     95:25,  December  1,  p.  10. 
Brethren  Youth  Report.     A.  'Miranda.     95:18, 

September  8,  ip.  24. 
Glory  of  World  iMissions,  The.    J.  C.  Miranda. 

95:7,  March  24,  p.  20-31. 
Latin  America  Visit.     95:24,  Noviember 

17,  p.  8. 
Letters  From  Listeners.     95:6,  iMarch  10,  p.  13. 
Mini-Tornado  Hits  Eden  Bible  Institu'te. 

J.  C.  Miranda.    95:26,  December  15,  p.  14. 
Mirandas  Now  iLivinig  ait  Eden.    95:5, 

February  24,  p.  12. 
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Shifting  Scenes  few  the  Curtises.    M.  V. 

Ingraham.     95:22,  October  20,  p.  '18. 
Update  on  Argentine  Mobile  Chapel.     95:5, 

February  24,  p.  13. 
Vlisitors  Jroon  Argenitina.     95:26,  Decem'ber 

15,  p.  15. 
MISSIONS— BRETHREN  HOUSE 

Are  You  Listening?     95:26,  December 

15,  p.  17. 
Getting  to  Know  Tlhem.     95:22,  October  20, 

p.  18-19. 
Girl's  Sewing  Group.     95:2,  January  27, 

p.  24. 
Helping  Eadh  Other  Learn.     95:3,  February 

10,  p.  6. 
Hey,  There!     95:3,  February  10,  p.  6. 
Influences  Unaware.     95:25,  December  1,  p.  13. 
Keeping  Others  in  Mind.    95:2,  January  27, 

p.  24. 
Letting  the  Gifts  Out.     95:24,  November 

17,  p.  13. 
Search,  The.     95:7,  Mardh  24,  p.  21. 
Special  Activities  Day.     95:7,  March  24,  p.  21. 
There's  Good  Stuff  in  There.     95:1,  January 

13,  p.  5. 
Worship  Styles.     95:1,  January  13,  p.  6. 
MISSIONS— COLOMBIA 

Latin  America  Visit.     95:24,  November 

17,  p.  8. 
New  Vemture  of  Faith — ^Columbia,  Souith 

America — ^The  Coffee  Coianitry,  A.     95:5, 

February  24,  p.  4-6. 
Prayer  Request.     95:17,  August  25,  p.  26. 
MISSIONS— INDIA 

Brethren  Health  Center  in  India,  The.    K.  P. 

Kumar.     95:5,  February  24,  p.  8-9. 
From  Darkness  to  Light.    P.  Bliah.     95:5, 

February  24,  p.  11. 
Letter  to  Hhe  Editor.    V.  S.  Devanandam. 

95:12,  June  2,  p.  22. 
Letter  to  the  Editor.     P.  David.     95:24, 

November  17,  p.  12. 
Missiion  Concerns  for  Youth.     K.  N.  Prasantih. 

95:6,  March  10,  p.  11. 
My  Life  In  the  Brethren  Orphanage. 

S.  MandapaUi.     95:5,  February  24,  p.  10. 
1973  India  Missions  Report.     95:19,  September 

22,  p.  17-19.     95:20,  October  6,  p.  7-11. 
Prayer  Tower  at  Indian  Convention.     95:15, 

July  28,  p.  10. 
Profteotive  Care.    95:17,  August  25,  p.  25. 
The  Trouble  Is.     V.  S.  Devanamidam.     95:13, 

June  16,  p.  10. 
MISSIONS— LOST  CREEK,  KENTUCKY 

Pictorial  Report.     95:23,  November  3,  p.  16-17. 
MISSIONS  NIGERIA 

Critical  Questions — Why?  How?    L.  Bolinger. 

95:5,  February  24,  p.  7. 
Glory  in  Theiir  Bosom.s.     95:16,  August  11, 

p.  16-17. 
Journey — To  Discovery!     J.  Guli.    95:10, 

May  5,  p.  4. 
Lardin  Gabas:  the  View  from  Withiin. 

A.  Kieffaber.     95:6,  March  10,  p.  12. 
More  Nigerian  Visitors.     95:9,  April  21, 

p.  27-28. 
Nigerian  AdmJinistrative  Visit.    M.  V. 

Ingraham.     95:11,  May  19,  p.  16-19.     95:12, 

June  2,  p.  18-20. 


Their  First  Book.     95:18,  September  8,  p.  25. 
Translation  from  Nigeria.     R.  Mohrlang. 

95:1,  January  13,  p.  4. 
ORDINATIONS 

Baker,  Larry  R.     95:17,  August  25,  p.  21. 
Cole,  Stephen.     95:26,  December  15,  p.  19. 
McConahey,  Rex  W.     95:22,  October  20,  p.  11. 
Oxenrider,  Jack  L.,  95:15,  July  28,  p.  27. 
Ross,  WiUiam.     95:24,  November  17,  p.  7. 
PEACE 

In  Acceptance  Lies  Peace.     J.  R.  Flora. 

95:22,  October  20,  p.  8-9. 
Is  There  Justification  in  the  Bible  for  War? 

V.  Meyer.     95:22,  October  20,  p.  4-7. 
National  Conference  and  Peace.     J.  Shultz. 

95:22,  October  20,  p.  9. 
PREJUDICE 

If  We  Don't  Win,  It's  a  Shame.    D.  B. 

Lockerbie.     95:5,  February  24,  p.  18-19. 
RELIGIOUS  NEWS 

1973— The  End  Was  Not  Yet.    N.  B.  Rohrer. 

95:26,  December  15,  p.  6-9. 
RETREATS 
Retreat,  Where  Did  It  Stajrt?     J.  Oxenrider. 

95:25,  December  1,  p.  28-29. 
Retreat,  What  Is  It?     J.  Oxenrider.     95:23, 
November  3,  p.  6-7. 
SALVATION 

Sin  and  Salvation.    T.  R.  Rao.     95:10,  May 

5,  p.  5. 
SERMONS 

All  Kmds  of  Shoes.     B.  H.  Moore.     95:10, 

May  5,  p.  22-23. 
In  Christ:     Patience,  Uniity,  Praise, 

Evangelism.     K.  R.  Howard.     95:19, 

September  22,  p.  4-7. 
Little  Child  Shall  Lead  Them,  A.     J.  Young. 

95J12,  June  2,  p.  12-15. 
Pennsylvania  District  Moderator's  Address. 

A.  E.  Gilmer.     95:18,  September  8,  p.  6-11. 
Praise  the  Lord.    E.  M.  Keck.     95:23, 

November  3,  p.  27-29. 
This  Rock..     A.  T.  Ronk.    95:15,  July  28, 

p.  24-26. 
Urgency  of  Evangelism,  The.    M.  W.  Dodds. 

95:16,  August  11,  p.  6-9. 
WORLD  RELIEF 

World  Relief  Report.    P.  Lersch. 

95:1,  January  13,  p.  12-13.     95:2,  January 

27,  p.  8-9.     95:3,  February  10,  p.  20-21. 

95:5,  February  24,  p.  20.     95:6,  March  10, 

p.  16-24.     95:7,  March  24,  p.  4-6.    95:8, 

April  7,  p.  8.     95:9,  Ajwril  21,  p.  20-21. 

95:10,  May  5,  p.  20.     95:11,  May  19,  p.  24-25. 

95:12,  June  2,  p.  11.     95:13,  June  16,  p.  30. 

95:14,  June  30,  p.  22-23.     95:15,  July  28, 

p.  4-5.     95:16,  August  11,  p.  22-23.     95:17, 

Augusit  25,  p.  10-11.     95:20,  October  6, 

p.  22-23.     95:22,  October  20,  p.  12-13.     95:24, 

November  17,  p.  20.     95:25,  December  1, 

p.  22.     95:26,  December  15,  p.  20-21. 
WORSHIP 

Half  a  Service?     B.  Summy,  95:23,  November 

3,  p.  13. 
YOUTH 
I'm  Not  Going  to  Church  Today!     95:2, 

January  27,  p.  27-29. 
When  Two  Worlds  Coffide.     J.  Keslar.     95:16, 

August  11,  p.  10-12. 
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What    Does    the    Bible    Say — 
About    fhe    Third    Age? 


The  government,  social  agencies,  gerontologisits, 
social  and  welfare  workers,  individuals  and  many 
others  have  had  a  lot  to  say  about  The  Third  Age, 
our  elderly.  However,  as  believers,  we  should 
know  what  the  Bible  has  to  say  about  this  raxMdly 
increasing  segment  of  our  population. 


by  Beveriy  Summy 


Position  of  The  Third  Age  in  a  Youth  Culture 

We  have  been  living  in  a  youth  oriented  culture 
for  some  years.  Advertisfing  and  marketing  experts 
have  emphasized  the  young  because  this  is  a  great 
source  of  revenue  for  many  types  of  business.  We 
are  constantly  bombarded  with  commercials  for 
soap,  deodorant,  toothpaste,  shampoo,  hair  coloring, 
exercise  machines,  shaving  lotion,  ad  infinitum 
tihat  will  make  you  younger  and  sexier.  Clothes 
styles  are  almost  exclusively  designed  for  the 
young.  However,  with  the  decline  in  'Mrth  rate 
and  the  increase  in  life  span,  the  fastest  growing 
group  in  our  U.S.  population  is  the  retired.  To 
meet  the  needs  of  this  segment  a  sMfit  in  types 
of  production  should  be  made  in  clathing  and  shoe 
industries  as  well  as  others. 

The  Bible  states  that  the  eldeirly  are  to  -be 
honored: 

"Thou  shalt  rise  up  before  the  hoary 
(gray,  venerable)  head  and  honour  the 
face  of  the  old  man,  and  fear  thy  God: 
I  am  the  Lord." 

Leviticus  19:33 
Modern  day  America  has  too  often  ignored  or 
abused  its  elderly  and  young  people  have  been  so 
saturated  with  tJieir  importance  that  many  have 
come  to  disregard  the  older  citizens  as  useless. 
Could  it  be  that  some  of  God's  favor  has  been 
withdrawn  from  the  land  because  of  this  dis- 
respect?— a  situation  that  has  led  to  the  elderly 
being  prime  targets  for  criminal  attack,  robbery 
and  abuse?  Instead  of  honoring  o^ur  "gray  heads" 
as  having  great  life  experience  and  many  skills 
to  share,  they  are  often  regarded,  if  not  openly 
then  certainly  by  attitude  and  practice,  as  human 
rubbislh.  They  are  to  be  put  out  of  sight  and  out 
of  mind  to  prevent  the  young  from  being  reminded 


that  they  too  wiU  be  old  some  day — ^and  more  and 
more  of  them  will  reach  four  score  and  ten  as 
the  life  span  is  lengthened.  Everyone  should  be 
prepared  for  The  Third  Age  rather  than  suddenly 
reaching  retirement  totally  unequipped  for  ithis 
new  stage  of  living.  Other  cultures  such  as  the 
Oriental  have  venerated  their  older  citizens  but 
our  young  nation  has  always  been  preoccupied  with 
the  young  and  the  productive.  We  must  learn  to 
coipe  with  and  integrate  into  our  society  the  bur- 
geoning populace  of  retirees.  Giving  them  their 
due  honor  is  an  important  first  step. 

"Heai'ken  imto  thy  father  that  begat  thee, 
and  despise  not  thy  mother  when  she  is 
old." 

Proverbs  23:23 
The  New  Testament  carr^ies  honoring  of  elders 
a  step  further — 

"Likewise,  ye  younger,  submit  yourselves 
unto  the  elder.  .  ." 

I  Peter  5:5a 
Attributes  of  The  Third  Age 

Someone  wiH,  no  doubt,  question  honoring  the 
elderly  if  they  do  not  deserve  it  or  are  poor  ex- 
amples to  follow.  The  Bible  indicates  that  the 
"gray  head"  should  have  developed  his  life  to 
include  characteristics  that  are  worthy  and 
exemplary. 

"Tell  the  older  men  to  be  sober,  sensible, 
and  self -controlled;  to  be  sound  in  their 
faith,  love,  and  endurance.  In  the  same 
way  tell  the  older  women  to  behave  as 
women  who  live  a  holy  Ufe  should.  They 
must  not  be  slanderers,  or  slaves  to  wine. 
They  must  teach  what  is  good." 

Titus  2:2,  3  (TEV) 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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Wisdom,    based   on   life   experience,   is   another 

attxibute  of  The  Third  Age.  Many  examples  are 

given  in  the  Bible  of  the  elderly  being  consulted 

on  certain  problems  as  shown  in  II  Chronicles  10:6: 

"And  Idng  Rehoboam  took  coimsel  with 

the  old  men  tiiat  had  stood  before  Solomon 

his    father    while    he    yet    lived,    saying, 

What  counsel  give  ye  me  to  return  answer 

to  this  people?" 

We  need  to  utilize  the  wisdom  and  experience  of 
OUT  aged  in  community  and  church  affairs. 

Contrary  to  much  of  American  thought  the 
oldster  can  be  productive  and  ojiten  this  is  the 
j)ariod  of  life  when  a  person's  most  significant 
work  is  accomplished.  The  Bible  ireoognizes  this 
fact: 

"The  righteous  shall  flourish  like  the  palm 
tree:  he  shall  grow  Uke  a  cedar  in  Leb- 
anon. Those  that  be  planted  in  the  house 
of  the  Ix>rd  shall  flourish  in  the  coiu-ts 
of  our  God.  They  shall  stiU  bring  forth 
fruit  in  old  age;  they  shall  be  fat  and 
flourishing;  To  show  that  the  Lord  is 
upright:  he  is  my  rock  and  there  is  no 
unrighteousness   in   him." 

Psalm  92:12-15 

Recall  the  "late-Ufe"  works  of  such  people  as 
Moses,  Albert  Schweitzer,  JO'hn  exiled  to  Patmos, 
Pablo  Cassals,  Elijah,  Grandma  Moses,  and 
Henrietta  Mears  to  name  just  a  few. 

Physical  Difficulties  of  The  Third  Age 

With  the  passing  of  years  comes  a  lessening  of 
physical  soundness  and  mental  acumen  for  many 
people  .  .  .  hair  falls  out,  teeth  musit  be  pulled, 
joints  ache,  eyes  dim,  eai-s  are  dulled,  mental 
funotions  slow  down.  Our  earthly  body  wears 
out. 

"He  (God)  removeth  away  the  speech  of 
the  trusty,  and  taketh  away  the  under- 
standing of  the  aged." 

Job  12:20 
"And  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  Isaac  was 
old,  and  his  eyes  were  dim,  so  that  he 
could  not  see,  he  called  Esau  Ms  eldest 
son,  and  said  unto  him.  My  son:  and  he 
said  unto  him.  Behold,  here  am  I." 

Genesis  27:1 

There  lare  difficulties  in  our  earthly  body  as  it 
ages  that  we  must  expect  and  with  which  we  must 
learn  to  cope.  America's  fanatic  "worship"  of 
staying  young  is  a  great  detriment  to  growing  old 
igracefuUy. 

Beauty  of  The  Third  Age 
The  writer  of  Proverbs  says: 

"The  glory  of  young  men  is  their 
strength:  and  the  beauty  of  old  men  is 
the  grey  head."     vs.  29,  chapter  20 

There  truly  is  a  beauty  of  the  aged  with  grey  or 
white  hair,  wrinkles  that  give  the  face  oharacter 
and  eyes  that  twinkle.  Most  of  us  have  known  an 
old  person  who  has  been  an  example  of  how  to 
grow  old.  This  writer  had  such  an  example  in  her 
home  church  at  Warsaw,  Indiana.  My  little,  old 
lady  always  had  a  smile,  a  twinkle  in  her  eye, 
kept   her    mind    active,    was   interested   in   many 


things  including  young  people,  and  we  were  for- 
ever teasing  her  about  her  ever-present  Uttle  hats 
on  her  snowy  White  hair.  One  time,  as  a  teenager 
planning  to  attend  a  youth  rally,  she  asked  me  if 
a  little  old  lady  like  her  could  go  also.  My  affirma- 
tive reply  was  all  the  encouragement  she  needed 
and  our  delegation  included  one  "white  head" — 
with  small  hat  on  top.  Many  Brethren  knew  her 
for  she  attended  General  Conference  year  after 
year  and  her  husband  had  been  a  Brethren  pastor 
— ^her  name  was  Mrs.  D.  A.  C.  Teeter. 

The  Bible  adds  ano'ther  ingredienit  to  this  beauty 
of  The  Third  Age — ^righteousness. 

"The  hoary  (white)  head  is  a  crown  of 
glory,  if  it  be  found  in  the  way  of 
righteousness." 

Proverbs  16:31 

All  of  us  have  known  hardened,  embittered^  mean 
and  ugly  old  people  but  add  righteousness  to  that 
life  and  see  the  difference! 

God's  Care  of  The  Third  Age 

The  Bible  promises  that  God  wiU  care  for  His 
own  as  they  sojourn  to  old  age. 

"I  have  been  yoiuig,  and  now  am  old, 
yet  have  I  not  se«n  the  righteousness  for- 
saken, nor  his  seed  begging  bread." 

Psalm  37:25 

God  spoke  through  the  prophet  Isaiah,  assuring 

us  of  His  care  for  the  aged: 

"And  even  to  your  old  age  I  am  he;  and 
even  to  hoar  hairs  wUl  I  carry  you:  I  have 
made,  and  I  will  bear;  even  I  will  carry, 
and  will  deliver  you."     96:4 

The  entire  71st  Psalm  is  an  old  man's  affirma- 
tion of  his  faith  in  God  and  a  plea  with  God  not 
to  forsake  him  in  his  "gray  hair"  years.  The  great 
hope  of  all  beUevers,  including  the  elderly,  is  stated 
in  this  old  man's  Psalm: 

"Thou,  which  hast  shewed  me  great  and 
sore  troubles,  shalt  quicken  me  again, 
and  shalt  bring  me  up  again  from  the 
deptlis  of  the  earth."    vs.  20 

Resurrection! 

The  Bible  contains  a  number  of  ti'utihs  concern- 
ing The  Third  Age  which  we  have  explored  in 
this  article  but  there  are  more.  We  challenge  you 
to  search  the  scriptures  for  further  guidance  on 
this  vital  subject. 


CHURCH  PROVIDES  'DAY  CARE' 
FOR  SENIOR  CITIZENS 

PORTLAND,  Ore.  (EP)— Capable  senior  citi- 
zens, wasting  away  in  homes  for  the  infirm,  have 
been  put  to  productive  and  fulfilUnjg  work  in  a 
day  care  center  provided  by  the  Reedwood  Friends 
Church  here. 

"Day  care  is  such  an  inappvropriaite  word  when 
you're  talking  about  adults,"  said  Mrs.  Gladys 
Cook,  a  prime  mover  in  the  project. 

Unlike  nursing  homes,  the  center  will  not  accept 
clients  who  need  medical  services  or  who  cannot 
function  without  assistance. 

The  church  center  is  one  of  only  a  few  in  the 
nation  and  possibly  the  flrsit  in  Oregon. 
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IS  CHRIST  IN  YOUR  CHRISTMAS? 


I  cannot  keep  from  wondering, 

As  Christmas  day  draws  near^ 
How  many  miss  the  meaning  of 

Tills  day,  from  year  to  year. 
I  see  the  strings  of  colored  lights 

Across   the   countryside 
And  wonder  if  it's  mockery 

Of  One  they  have  denied 
As  Lord  and  Master  of  their  lives. 

I  wonder  if  they  know 
This  Savior  born   in  Bethlehem, 

Or  is  it  just  for  show? 

Forgive  me  if  I'm  judging,  Lord, 

But  this  I  know  is  so: 
Some  people  seldom  go  to  church, 

And  others  never  go. 
Some  ory  in  accents  loud  and  clear, 

"We  want  no  part  of  it 
We'd  rather  live  apart  from  Christ 

Than  be  a  hypocrite." 
We  know  that  there  are  hypocrites 

Both  in  the  church  and  out. 
And  I  suppose  there'll  always  be; 

Of  this  there's  little  doubt. 

But  each  of  us  shall  give  account, 

One  day,  before  the  throne. 
We,  too,  must  take  our  sins  to  Christ; 

We've  plenty  of  our  own. 
And  this  is  why,  one  starlit  night. 

So  very  long  ago, 
A  babe  was  bom  in  Bethlehem, 

Whose  blood  would,  one  day,  flow, 
That  "sinners  plunged  beneath  that  flood" 

Might  lose  their  guilty  stain. 
I  trust  you  know  this  Christ,  because. 

You've  everything  to  gain. 

Norman  McPherson 
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Memorials 


LABSEN 

Robert  W.  Larsen,  57,  died  as  a  result  of  an 
accident,  cause  unknown,  on  October  21,  1975.  He 
is  siirvived  by  his  wife,  Siiii'ley  Larsen  of  Manteca, 
a  daugliter,  Linda  Powell  of  Louisiana,  a  son,  Eric 
Larsen  of  Manteca,  and  two  step-daughters:  Judy 
Allen  and  Kathie  Worstell,  both  of  Turlock,  CaMf. 
There  were  six  step-grandchildren. 

Also  surviving  are  three  sisters:  Margaret  East- 
burg  of  Ripon,  Calif.,  Alice  Ingraham  oif  Ashland, 
Ohio,  and  Maryanna  Tipton  of  Manteca,  CaUf.  A 
brother,  Paul,  preceded  him  in  death. 

A  memorial  service  was  conducted  in  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Manteca,  of  which  Robert  was 
a  life-long  member.  The  service  was  conducted  by 
ihis  pastor,  the  undersigned. 

William  H.  Amdenson 


KNAPP 

Mrs.  Edna  Keturah  Knapp  passed  away  in  the 
Wabash  County  Hospital  October  20,  after  an 
illness  of  two  weeks.  She  is  survived  by  two 
daughters  and  four  grandchildren.  Preceding  her 
in  death  were  a  brother  and  three  sisters. 

She  was  an  active  member  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church  in  North  Manchester,  Indiana.  Memorial 
services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  Woodrow  Immel, 
jjastor  of  t!he  North  Manchester  church. 


Word  has  been  received  from  Cumberland,  Mary- 
land on  the  passing  of  two  members  recently: 
Clara  Agnes  Wisman,  September  29,  1975  and 
Francis  H.  Schriver,  October  7,  1975. 


Weddings 


SAND3IAIEK^FYOCK 

Miss  Vicky  K.  Sandmaier  and  Leshe  D.  Fyock 
were  united  in  marriage  October  4,  1975,  at  the 
Vmco  Brethren  Church.  The  Rev.  C.  William  Cole, 
pastor,   performed  the  double  ring  ceremony. 

The  bride  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis 
E.  Sandmaier  Sr.,  Wm.  Perm  Ave.,  Conemaugh,  Pa. 
The  bridegroom  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ephraim  D.  Fyock  of  R.D.  2,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Vicky  is  a  member  of  the  Vinco  Brethren 
Church. 


MUSSER 

Mr.  D.  Jay  Musser,  80  passed  away  Octoiber  23 
after  a  brief  iUness.  He  had  joined  the  church  at 
age  nine  and  had  been  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Berlin  Church  throughout  his  life.  He  is  survived 
by  four  daughters:  Mrs.  Rae  (Musser)  Hoffman, 
wife  of  pastor  Robert  Hoffman;  Helen  Louise 
(Musser)  Geiger  who  served  as  an  employee  of 
The  National  Missionary  Board  for  several  years; 
Mrs.  Catherine  Rhodes  and  Mary  Lampert. 


SNYDER-LECKEY 

Miss  Deborah  Ann  Snyder  and  Douglas  Ralph 
Leckey  were  united  in  marriage  September  12, 
1975,  at  the  Vinco  Brethren  Church.  The  Rev.  C. 
William   Cole,   pastor,   performed  the   ceremony. 

The  bride  is  the  daug'hter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Snyder  of  R.D.  1,  Conemaugh,  Pa.  The  bridge- 
groom  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Leckey, 
Bartlett  Ave.,   Conemaugh,   Pa. 

Doug  is  a  member  of  the  Vinco  Church. 
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MACKEI^YOBCHAK 

Miss  Pamela  Maekel  and  John  Paul  Yordiak  Jr. 
were  united  in  marriage,  October  18,  1975,  at  the 
Vinco  Brethren  Ohurch.  The  Rev.  C.  William  Cole, 
pastor  of  the  Vinoo  Church  and  the  Rev.  William 
Walk,  pastor  o^f  the  Vandergrift  Ohuroh  and  nep- 
hew of  the  bride,  performed  the  double  ring 
ceremony. 

The  bride  is  the  daugihter  of  Mr.  Charles  S. 
Maekel  of  R.D.  1,  Mineral  Point,  Pa.  The  bride- 
grooan  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Paul 
Yorchak  Sr.  of  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Pamela  is  a  member  of  the  Vinco  Brethren 
Church. 


GBOVE-BBAKDLE 

Miss  Linda  Arm  Grove  and  Phillip  James  Brandle 
were  united  in  marriage  September  6,  1975,  at  the 
Vtooo  Brethren  Ohurch.  The  Rev.  Henry  Bates, 
pastor  of  the  Wayne  Heights  Brethren  Church  per- 
formed the  double  ring  ceremony. 

The  bride  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  G.  Grove  of  Lyman  Lane,  East  Taylor 
Township.  The  bridegroom  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Edward  R.  Brandle  Jr.  of  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Linda  is  a  member  of  the  Vinco  Bretteen 
Church. 


Goldenaires 


Mr.  anid  Mrs,  Earl  L.  Aurandt  of  3  Harmony 
Drive,  Conemaugh,  Pa.  celebrated  their  50th 
Wedding  Anniversary,  June  30,  1975.  They  are 
active  members  of  the  Vinco  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Elton  Metzger  of  R.D.  1,  Cone- 
maugh, Pa.  celebrated  their  50th  Wedding  Anni- 
versary, November  6,  1975.  They  are  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Vinco  Ohurch. 


CONCERNING  THE  1976  DIBECTOBY 

The  Directory  and  the  General  Conference 
Minute  Annual,  published  by  the  General  Confer- 
ence of  ithe  Brethren  Church,  will  no  longer  be 
mailed  in  place  of  issues  of  the  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist when  it  becomes  a  monthly  magazine  in 
1976.  Bulk  distribution  of  these  publications  will 
be  made  to  the  churches  on  the  basis  of  the  num- 
ber of  General  Coniference  delegates  to  which  the 
congregation  is  entitled.  If  you  desire  a  copy  of 
the  1976  Directory,  inform  your  pastor  before 
January  1,  1976.  (Pastors,  you  have  the  option  of 
asking  for  a  limited  number  of  extra  copies  but 
your  request  must  ibe  in  to  the  Central  Council 
Office  'by  January  10th,  1976.  A  request  form  was 
included  in  the  last  Pasitors'  Paragraphs  mailing.) 


IMEMBEBSHIP  GBOWTH 

North  Manchester,  Ind. — 1  by  Baptism 

1  by  Letter 
Berlin,  Pa. — 24  by  Baptism 
Vinco  Brethren — 2  by  Baptism 


t>B^  CHURCH 


NEWS 


TWELVE  MILE,  INDIANA 

Greeting  from  Corinith,  the  littie  church  by  the 
side  of  the  road  at  Twelve  MUe,  Indiana.  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Clarence  Kindley  have  been  serving  as  our 
ministers  the  last  four  years.  We  want  to  praise 
the  Lord  for  their  work  in  our  community. 

We  want  to  thank  and  praise  the  Lord  lor  ihe 
beautiful  faU  weather  we  are  enjoying.  Especially 
as  this  is  largely  a  farming  coimmunity  and  the 
farmers  have  been  able  to  harvest  their  crops.  The 
middle  of  November  we  wUl  observe  our  annual 
Harvest  Supper,  a  time  of  Thanksgiving  for  the 
many  blessings  we  enjoy  each  day.  Four  young 
ladies  in  our  church,  known  as  "The  One  Way 
Singers"  have  been  spreading  the  gosi>el  in  song 
and  will  entertain  us  that  evening. 

We  have  just  had  our  revival  with  Dr.  Harold 
Barnett  as  the  evangelist.  His  messages  and  songs 
were  a  blessing  to  all  who  came  to  hear  him.  Many 
came  for  several  miles.  May  iGod  Wess  him  in 
his  new  work. 

In  June  we  had  a  fine  Bible  School  for  our 
church  and  the  children  of  the  Community.  Two 
of  the  young  ladies  from  the  church  were  in 
charge  with  oithers  teaching  and  helping  in  various 
ways.  We  had  an  average  daily  attendance  of  100. 
Bach  evening  that  same  week  an  average  of  20 
youth  met  with  their  teachers,  Rev.  and  Mi"s. 
Kindley  for  youth  Bible  School.  The  ladies  of  the 
church  helping  out  with  their  refreshments.  Cathy 
Gunter  led  the  singing  and  Nancy  Moon  was  in 
charge  of  the  crafts,  her  sister  Pam  Spencer  taking 
care  of  the  recreation. 

The  W.M.S.  Ladies  keep  busy  ithrough  out  tlhe 
year.  Sewing  during  the  winter  months  for  World 
Relief  and  our  missions.  In  September  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  David  Gunter  took  a  truck  load  of  new  and 
used  clothing  to  Kentucky.  This  October  the 
W.M.S.  Ladies  entertained  o^ur  Disitrict  Rally, 
serving  approximately  150  for  the  noon  meal. 

The  girls  have  a  Sisterhood  and  the  youth  a 
B.Y.C.  which  meets  every  two  weeks.  Although 
our  prayer  group  is  small,  God  had  promised  to 
be  in  our  midst  where  two  or  tiiree  are  gathered 
tO(gether.  May  He  open  ithe  way  for  cithers  to  come. 
Corresponding  Secretary 
Mrs.  Chester  Easter 
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ELDER  JOHP^  KLINE 


by  Stephen  Swihart 


In  Older  to  catch  up  a  bit  with  our  back- 
log of  digests  on  the  paper's  presented  in  a 
ckiss  on  Bretluxn  History  and  Doctrine  con- 
ducted at  the  Ashland  Theological  Seminarij 
by  Dr.  Richard  Allison  by  some  of  the  stu- 
dents of  this  class,  ive  are  publishing  tivo 
historical  articles  on  the  forefathers  of  the 
Brethren  Church  in  this  issue.  One  on  Elder 
John  Kline  by  Stephen  Sivihart  and  Henry 
Kurtz  by  Earl  Crissman.  Steve  and  Earl 
have  each  had  a  digest  published  previously 
on  this  subject. 


The  Ohurdi  o£  Jesus  Christ  has  been  (and  is) 
filled  with  many  godly  giants,  of  whom  the  masses 
know  next  to  nothing.  Sudi  a  gem  was  John  KUne 
— deacon,  minister,  elder,  doctor,  moderator  and 
beloved  friend.  There  are  no  negative  records  to 
mar  this  man's  garments.  He  stands  on  the  pages 
Of  history  as  a  royal  pillar  in  a  time  needing  much 
strength.  His  warmtli,  devotion  and  trials  wUl 
enrich  all  who  hear  and  read  his  story. 

In  appearance  he  has  been  interestingly  des- 
cribed as  follows: 

His  height  was  very  nearly  five  feet  six 
and  one-half  inches.  His  normal  average 
weight  was,  to  the  ibest  of  my  recollection, 
about  one  hundred  and  seventy  pounds. 
He  was  what  may  be  called  a  weU-propor- 
tioned,  symmetrical  man  as  to  personal 
cform.  He  had  a  full,  square  face,  dark 
eyes,  and  dark  hair  In  his  earlier  years. 
His  hair  was  usually  long  enougli  to  cover 
tihe  back  of  his  neck,  was  sUghtiy  curled 
by  nature,  and  wavy,  and  beautifully  part- 
ed over  ithe  middle  of  the  head  fro^m  the 
forehead.  He  carried  a  pleasant  counten- 
ance, and  his  social  habits  were  very 
agreeable.  He  had  a  light  beard,  which, 
from  some  cause,  was  never  more  than  a 
few  inches,  say  ithree  or  foiur,  in  length; 
and  this  was  mostiy  limited  to  Ws  chin 
and  lower  jaw,  hack  to  the  throat.  He 
'Sihaved  his  upper  and  lower  Up. 
The  old  man  was  of  somewhat  thick-set 
frame,  scarcely  reaching  tiie  medium 
height;  his  long  wihite  hair,  parted  in  the 
middle,  fell  over  his  shoulders  in  silvery 
locks,  his  blue  eyes  beamed  with  kindly 
intelligence,  and  there  was  altogether 
about  Mm  an  air  of  j)eace  and  serenity, 
seeming  to  hft  him  above  ttie  world  of 
.strife  in  which  ordinary  mortals  dwell, 
irresistibly  reminding  one  of  the  disciple 
"whom  Jesus  loved."  He  always  wore  the 


blue  homespun  garments  which  are  tihe 
uniform  of  the  Tunker  brethren,  made 
after  the  quaint  fashion  of  their  German 
forefathers,  every  piece,  from  the  flax- 
linen  shirt  to  ithe  cutaway  coat,  spun  and 
woven  by  the  thrifty  women  of  their  ord- 
erly community.  His  shoes,  tied  with  stout 
leather  strings,  were  home-made,  too — 
probably  he  made  them  himself.  Only  the 
broad-brimmed  felt  hat,  universal  among 
ithe  Tunkers,  but  purchased  from  some 
Gentile  merchant,  betrayed  the  slightest 
concession  to  the  progress  of  manufac- 
turers. 

He  had  a  pleasant  smile  and  friendly  greet- 
ing for  every  one,  but  I  never  remember 
him  to  stop  long  enough  to  jest  or  gossip 
with    anyone;    he   always    seemed   to    be 
busy  but  never  hurried  or  rushed  unless 
he  was  called  to  see  a  very  sick  person. 
He  was  our  doctor,  our  minister  and  unde, 
and  such  a  fatherly  friend  to  everyone! 
It  is  no  wonder  we  looked  up  to  him  and 
took  our  troubles  and  problems  to  Ihim, 
for    which    he    always    found    a    ready 
solution. 
In  John  Kline's  day,  most  churches  were  begun 
in  homes.   Usually  three  or  so  homes  in  a  com- 
munity were  large  enough  to  accommodate  the 
church  meetings.  These  families  would  then  rotate 
their  facilities.  Kline's  home  was  one  which  served 
in  the  capacity;  a  partition   (supported  by  large 
hinges),    which   separated   two   rooms,   would   be 
raised  to  create  one  large  room.  Ultimately,  how- 
ever, the  ho.use-unit  was  outgrown  and  meeting- 
houses were  being  erected.  In  1825,  Kline  donated 
the  land  necessary  for  such   a  structure    (along 
with  adjoining  land  for  a  cemetery)   at  Linville 
Creek,  Virginia,  where  he  lived. 

Two  years  later  (1827)  John  was  made  a  deacon, 
and  he  served  the  minister  in  the  activities  of  ithe 
church.  Three  years  following  this,  the  congre- 
gation decided  to  call  him  to  the  ministry  (since 
he  fulfilled  the  necessary  requirements  of  being 
a  wise  businessman  and  'being  financially  stable). 
In  the  ensuing  years,  about  five,  Kline  traveled 
with  Elder  Daniel  Miller.  It  was  the  procedure 
at  this  time  for  a  young  minister  to  follow  the 
steps  of  an  elder  and  to  "learn  the  ropes"  in  a 
personal  discipleslhip  method  of  on-the-job  train- 
ing (a  practice  unfortunately  too  neglected  today") . 
Finally,  Khne  was  elected  with  a  unanimous  vote 
to  be  an  elder  in  1848,  at  the  Linville  Oeek 
church.  This  position,  too,  would  frequentiy  cause 
him  to  be  gone  as  much  as  five  we^ks  at  a  time 
— ^traveling  over  .1,200  miles  on  horseback!  (Sev- 
eral trips  led  him  through  Ohio,  including  several 
stops  in  Ashland.) 
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Interestingly,  a  three-level  pirogressdon  in  the 
Lord's  service  emerges.  First,  a  man  served  as 
a  deacon,  assisting  the  local  miniister.  Second, 
he  became  a  minister,  aiding  the  senior  (or  first 
degree  or  elder)  minister.  And  third,  he  was 
elected  to  be  an  elder;  a  position  bearing  the 
responsibility  of  the  administration  of  the  church. 
Today's  church  might  well  consider  the  lesson 
brought  forth  here  on  internal  reproduction.) 

The  method  of  evangelism  in  these  days  was  not 
uncommon  from  our  own — ^invite  a  neighbor  or 
friend  to  a  meeting  to  hear  a  talk  on  the  New 
Testament  and  the  disitinctive  Brethren  way  of 
life.  Kline  was  often  the  speaker  at  many  of  these 
gatherings,  which  occurred  once  or  twice  a  month. 
(From  whence  cometh  three  times  weekly?)  And 
in  typical  fashion,  he  received  no  salary. 

The  period  in  Which  John  Kline  lived  was  far 
from  tranquil.  Slavery  was  a  grave  issue —  lit- 
erally, costing  Kline  his  life.  What  should  be  the 
opinion  of  the  Brethren  church  on  this  hotly  de- 
bated topic?  And  Who  should  voice  her  sentiments? 
This  lot  fell  most  heavily  upon  Elder  Kline,  when 
he  was  elected  moderator  of  the  Annual  meeting 
in  1861.  He  continued  to  be  re-elected  to  ithis  posi- 
tion until  his  murder  in  1864. 

As  moderator,  Kline  had  two  concerns:  (1)  the 
unity  of  the  nation  and  loyalty  to  it,  and  (2)  the 
unity  of  the  church  and  loyalty  to  it. 

Kline's  personal  convictions  on  slavery  are  made 
plain  in  an  official  resolution  which  was  estab- 
lished by  the  LinvffiUe  Creek  church,  which  he 
served  as  elder. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  Bretlhren  here  not  to 
offend  popular  feeling,  so  long  as  that 
feeling  does  noit  attempt  any  interference 
with  what  they  regard  and  hold  sacred  as 
rtheir  line  of  Ohristian  duty.  Should  such 
opposition  arise,  which  I  greatly  fear  w^ill 
be  the  case  at  no  distant  day,  it  wDl  then 


be  seen  (that  it  is  the  (fixed  ipurpose  and 

resolve  of  the  Brotheirhood  to  oibey  God 
rather  than  men.  It  was  decided  in  council 
that  every   slave-holder   coming  into   the 
church  must  give  up  his  or  her  slaves  as 
property ;  and  yet  not  turn  them  off  house- 
less and  homeless,  but  allow  them  to  re- 
main, and  labor,  and  be  fed  and  clothed 
as  usual,  until  suitable  and  law^ful  provis- 
ions   can    be    made    for    their    complete 
emancipation. 
Probably  the  greatest  disappointment  in  brother 
Kline's  life  came  when  he  was  unable  to  cure  his 
own  wife,  Anna.  She  had  received  a  false  report 
that  John  had  died  on  one  of  his  trips.  This  caused 
her  to  lose  control  of  her  mind;  a  condition  from 
Which  she  never  recovered.  Elder  Kline  seriously 
considered    quitting    preaching    during    this    sad 
episode,  though  this  actually  never  happened.  Many 
friends  served  to  aid  in  this  difficult  period. 

Elder  John  Kline  stands  tall  is  our  Brethren 
heritage.  He  was  a  man  among  men — a  leader, 
competent,  affectionate,  burdened,  and  most  of 
all,  committed  to  the  Lordship  of  JesiLS  C2hrist. 

Possibly  the  inscription  on  the  marble  slab  at 
the  head  of  his  grave  says  it  best: 
ELDER  JOHN  KLINE 
killed 
June  15,  1864 
aged 
66  years,  11  months  and  28  days 
When   he   was   present,   he  was  useful 
When  absent,  wanted  much, 
He  lived  desired,  when  killed  lamented.) 


1  The   sources   used   in   this   paper  came   from  the   magazine. 

Brethren  Life  and  Thought,  Volume  IX,  Summer  1964,  Number  Three, 

"Elder   John    Kline — Churchman"   by   M.   Robert  Zigier,  pp.   3-20,   and 

Volume    XIX,    Winter    1974,    Number    One,    "The    Life  and    Wlork    of 
Elder  J-^hn  Kline"  by  Roger  E.  Sappington,  pp.  51-61. 


HENRY  KURTZ 


On  July  22,  1796,  in  ithe  Dudhy  of  Wuantembuirg, 
Henry  Kurtz  was  bom  to  (Jeorge  Jacob  (d.l846) 
and  Regina  Henrietta   (d.l857). 

Although  it  was  Henry's  faither  (  a  school- 
teacher) who  saw  to  it  that  Henry  received  a  good 
classical  education;  it  was  his  mother  (he  later 
said)  who  provided  his  instruction  in  the  nurture 
and  admonition  of  ithe  Lord."  If  being  small  in 
stature  was  his  deficit,  it  w^as  his  only  one;  for 
Henry's  mind  was  quick  and  alert  and  his  voice 
strong  and  good.  He  was  reared  in  the  Lutheran 
faith  by  very  devout  parents.  In  1817  he  migrated 
to  the  United  States  like  many  'Oitiher  Europeans 
of  tihat  day. 

He  landed  in  Philadelphia  and  esta:blished  his 
home  in  Northampton  County,  Pennsylvania.  He 
had  not  been  in  Northamipton  County  long  when 
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he  was  offered  a  position  as  sdhoolteadher.  He 
remained  at  that  occupation  for  2  years  until  he 
was  "called  into  iHis  ministry." 

He  went  to  the  Lutheran  Synod  at  Baltimore  'in 
1819.  Shortly  thereafter  he  was  called  to  his  first 
charge.  It  was  on  August  8,  1819,  that  he  began 
his  duties  as  pastor  of  the  Plainfield  congregation 
in  Northampton  County.  It  was  during  this,  his 
first  pastorate  that  he  met  Ann  (Catherine  Loehr. 
The  daughter  of  a  Bavarian  immigrant,  Ann 
married  Henry  on  Januairy  9,  1821.  Later  they 
were  Messed  with  four  sons.' 
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The  German  United  Evangelical  Clhurch.  in 
Pittsburgh  offered  him  a  call  in  1823  which  he 
eagerly  accepted.  He  was  installed  as  their  pastor 
on  July  21,  1823,  and  promised  $300  as  his  annual 
salary.  The  Pittsburgh  church  was  overburdened 
with  problems  most  of  Which  were  financial. 
Another  major  difficulty  of  that  congregation  was 
that  of  being  the  least  disciplined  (spiritually) 
congregation  in  America.  2 

Kurtz's  reasons  for  leaving  the  Pittsburgh  con- 
gregation are  stUl  uncertain.  Brethren  tradition 
'holds  that  his  break  with  the  Lu-tiheran  faith  was 
due  to  theological  differences.  The  chief  of  these 
was  perhaps  in  regard  to  their  practice  of  infant 
baptism.  But  one  author  (W.  R.  Eberly)  states 
that  his  inquiries  into  both  the  president  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Synod  of  the  Lutheran  church's  records 
and  the  secretary  of  the  archives  of  the  Synod 
records  have  produced  no  hidden  revelation  of 
Kurtz's  ministry  nor  any  record  of  church  actions 
which  would  have  disfellowshlped  him.  So  Eberly 
does  not  believe  the  theory  held  by  the  Brethren 
in  this  matter.  Rather,  he  feels  that:  due  to  what 
little  evidence  he  has  found,  Kurtz  had  ben  actively 
proimoting  the  estabhshment  of  a  communistic 
German  colony  (Concoirdia)  and  he  could  not  find 
enough  financial  support  for  the  Pittsburg  Luth- 
erans (and  Eberly  feels  this  was  Kurtz's  reason 
for  leaving).'  We  do  know  that  Kurtz  moved  to 
Canton,  Ohio  (in  Stark  County)  in  1826.  (Eberly 
and  Dumbaugh  both  believe  that  this  location  was 
picked  because  of  good  prospects  for  his  Concordia 
project.)  It  was  in  December  of  1827  that  he  found 
a  communistic  community  in  Springfield  Town- 
ship, Columbiana  County  (later  Mahoning  County), 
Ohio.  He  was  pleased  at  this  new  effort  led  by 
Peter  Kaufmann  and  directed  his  followers  into 
their  midst.  •♦  However,  this  new  venture  did  not 
even  survive  one  decade  and  Henry's  hope  for 
"Concordia"  was  over. 

While  located  in  Stark  County,  Kurtz  heard  of 
the  Brethren  and  began  to  attend  their  meetings. 
He  found  many  of  'his  beliefs  being  observed  by 
the  Brethren.  He  was  baptized  on  April  6,  1828, 
and  two  years  later  he  entered  the  ministry  of 
Jesus  Christ  through  the  Brethren  Church. 5  He 
became  a  part  of  the  "free  ministry"  of  the  Breth- 
ren; that  is  preaching  and  visiting  withoiut  pay. 
At  that  time  expenses  were  reimbursed  Oinly  if 
the  minisiter  could  not  handle  them  Mmself, 
financially. 

After  eleven  years  of  such  service  he  was  given 
the  pastorate  of  the  Mill  Creek  Church  in  Mahon- 
ing County.  This  pastorate  required  of  him  a  40 
mile  horseback  ride  once  a  month,  until  the  spring 
of  1842,  when  he  moved  with  his  family  to  a  farm 
near  Poland  (in  that  same  county ).<>  TTien  in  1844 
he  was  ordained  an  elder,  the  hig'hest  position  ui 
the  Brethren  denominatiion.  In  all,  he  pastored  the 
Mill   Creek   congregation  faithfully  for  30  years. 

Backing  up  a  step,  printing  and  publishing  was 
always  in  Kurtz's  blood.  We  can  see  evidence  of 
this  as  early  as  1825  when  he  published  a  paper 
WhUe  in  his  pastorate  at  Pittsburgh.  7  In  the  early 
30's  some  family  (probably  the  Solomon  Sala 
family)  secured  a  press  for  him.s  Now  having 
been  called  into  the  Brethren  ministry,  his  thoughts 
turned  to  a  Brethren  paper.  In  1833  he  started 
one;  but  due  to  a  lack  of  paying  subscribers  the 


publication  had  to  be  dlscantin.ued.  In  1836,  he 
tried  again.  This  time  he  published  a  24-page 
monthly  magazine  at  500  per  year;  but  it  met 
with  the  same  fate.  The  first  time  the  minutes  of 
the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Brethren  Church  were 
printed  was  in  1837  and  they  bear  his  mark: 
"Henry  Kurtz  the  Printer."'  He  was  not  discour- 
aged by  his  failures  and  did  not  give  up  hope. 

Since  Kurtz  knew  he  could  not  support  a  family 
through  'his  Brethren  ministry,  he  decided  to  make 
his  living  through  a  combination  of  farming  and 
printing.  In  both  Osnaburg  and  Poland,  he  farmed 
to  provide  sustenance  for  his  family,  but  he  loved 
to  spend  his  time  in  printing  materials. 

He  had  a  print  shop  on  his  farm  near  Poland, 
Ohio.  He  established  it  in  a  "spring  house"  and 
it  measured  20  x  24  feet.  It  was  equipped  with 
very  few  conveniences.  In  that  shop  in  1851  be 
began  to  publish  the  Gospel  Visitor.  Even  though 
he  was  convinced  of  the  desperate  need  of  the 
Brethren  for  a  paper;  he  also  could  clearly  see 
the  obstacles  that  would  face  him  if  he  tried  to 
establish  one  again,  lo  He  hoped  to  work  with  and 
for  those  of  like  faith  and  keep  pace  with  the 
progression  of  the  church.  His  ideals  were  unity 
and  loyalty. '  i  Ronk  states  in  his  book  that  Kurtz 
was  a  humble  man  and  that  he  was  always  trying 
to  talk  with  the  reader  and  not  down  to  him.  12 
Kurtz  was  the  editor,  the  compositor,  the  proof- 
reader, the  pressman,  the  mailman  and  the 
clerk.  15  He  issued  the  first  number  of  the  Gospel 
Visitor  in  April  of  1851  and  sent  it  to  those  who-m 
he  felt  confident  would  be  willing  to  introduce  the 
magazine  in  their  neighborhoods. '■* 

In  respo'nse  to  his  paper,  the  conference  consid- 
ered putting  a  stop  to  its  publication.  Then  real- 
izing 'that  it  was  not  her  publication,  she  decided 
not  to  meddle  and  left  Kurtz  to  his  endeavor.  So, 
between  facing  the  antagonism  of  the  bro'therhood 
and  trying  to  finance  the  new  venture  on  such 
meager  support,  Kurtz  had  a  difficult  situation. 
He  was  pressed  to  the  limit  of  his  strength  to 
be  sure,  but  it  was  well  worth  all  of  the  efforts 
that  he  put  forth. is 

In  1855  Kurtz  met  James  Quinter  and  engaged 
him  as  his  assistant.  In  1856  Quinter  moved  from 
Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania,  to  Poland,  Ohio, 
and  became  assistant  editor  anid  clerk  of  the 
annual  meetings  of  'the  Brethren  Church.  Also  in 
1856,  Henry  Holsinger  was  an  apprentice  to  Henry 
Kurtz  for  a  short  time.  Then  'in  June  of  1856,  as 
the  number  of  subscribers  increased  and  the  in- 
convenience of  his  isolated  print  shO'p  became  a 
real  burde'n,  Kurtz  mo'Ved  his  printing  business 
out  of  'the  county.  He  set  up  shop  in  the  town  of 
Columbiana,  Ohio.'s 

When  asked  what  he  wanted  to  print  and  what 
his  objectives  were,  Kurtz  replied  in  'the  Gospel 
Visitor   (Vol.  I): 

We  lare  as  a  people  'devoted  to  the  truth, 
as  it  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  We  believe  the 
church  as  a  Whole,  po'ssesses  understand- 
ingly  that  truth,  and  every  item  of  it.  But 
individually  we  are  all  learners,  and  are 
progressing  more  or  less  speed  in  the 
knowledge  of  truth.  .  .  .  This  paper  will 
open  a  channel,  to  have  wrong  views  cor- 
rected, and  right  views  promulgated. . .  ."'7 

The    Gospel    Visitior    and    its    descendent,    the 
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Gospel  Messenger,  farm  a  bridge  across  the  cen- 
tury irom  1851  unrtil  1975.  Very  few  papers  pub- 
Msihed  in  that  day  are  sitill  in  existence  today.  It 
is  not  the  officially  owned  pubUoation  of  the 
Ohiirch  of  the  Brethren  and  is  the  third  oldest 
religious  periodical  now  being  issued  in  America,  i  s 

In  .1864,  Kurtz  gave  his  son,  H.  J.  Kurtz,  'his 
share  of  'the  printing  business.  (Henry  J.  continued 
to  operate  it  with  his  partner  James  Quinter.) 
Henry  still  stayed  on  as  co-owner  (with  Quinter) 
and  part-time  editor  of  the  Gospel  Visitor  until 
1873  when  Quinter  became  the  sole-owner  of  the 
periodical  and  publishing  business,  i?  Henry  Kurtz 
gave  up  his  print  shop  to  his  son  and  cut  himself 
back  to  part-time  work  O'n  the  periodical  so  that 
he  could  devote  all  his  leisure  time  to  the  Breth- 
ren Encyclopedia  which  he  finished  in  1867.20 

Henry  Kurtz  was  a  very  active  maxi  until  his 
death.  His  life  involved  more  than  just  publishing 
the  Gospel  Visitor  and  the  ministry.  In  1837  he 
was  chosen  as  the  writing  clerk  for  the  annual 
meetings.  He  held  this  position  every  year  except 
1839  and  1850.  In  all  he  held  this  position  for  20 
years  because  he  was  at  home  in  both  languages 
used  at  the  annuEil  meetings  of  the  Brethren 
Ohurc'h.21  Another  endeavor  of  his  was  that  of 
diurch-affiUated  schools.  O'n  September  14, 
1I86I,  he  and  Quinter  opened  the  first  school 
•by  Brethren  for  Brethren;  but  it  only  lasted 
until  1864.  New  Vienna  has  valid  claim  as 
the  first  Brethren  school.  Brother  Sharp  started 
Kishacoquilas  Academy  sir  months  prior  to 
the  opening  of  Kurtz's  New  Vienna,  but  it  was 
just  a  co-incidence  that  it  was  Brethren;  whereas 
New  Vienna  was  designed  to  be  Brethren.  So,  we 
see  that  Kurtz  and  Quinter  naturalized  education 
in  the  Brethren  Churah.22  Another  thing  that 
must  be  mentioned  is  that  he  did  other  piublisMng 
of  materials,  books,  etc.,  beside  the  Gosi>el  Visitor, 
of  which  time  does  not  permit  me  to  go  into  it  in 
this  paper.  However,  I  do  want  to  men-tion  'the 
finst  'book  that  was  credited  to  him — Die  Kleine 


Lieder-Sammburg:,    (a  littie  songbook)   printed  in 
Canton  in  1829.23 

He  was  a  good  public  speaker  and  known  for  his 
fluent  prayers  and  abilities  in  both  vocal  and 
instrumental  music.  2+  He  was  perhaps,  as  we  look 
back,  the  most  influential  man  m  the  German 
Baptist  Brethren  Church  in  the  middle  ISOO's.^s 
He  left  a  deep  impression  on  the  Brethren  move- 
ment. He  concluded  his  ministry  here  on  earth 
on  January  12,  1874,  and  went  to  be  with  his 
Father. 
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BWA  PRESroENT  REPORTS  ON 
CHINA  VISIT,  SAYS  HE  FOUND 
HUNGER  FOR  GOD'S  WORD 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (KP)— A  Ohinese  Baptist 
official  who  recently  visited  his  mainland  Oiina 
homeland  said  "there  is  a  hunger  for  God's  word 
in  China." 

In  conversations  with  people  both  young  and 
old,  I  detected  a  him.ger  and  longing  for  something 
more  than  material  benefits,"  said  David  Y.  K. 
Wong,    president   of   the   Baptist  World   Alliance. 

Mr.  Wong,  a  native  of  Wuchow,  moved  to  Hong 
Kong  in  1949  where  he  is  an  architectural  engineer. 
He  visited  the  People's  Republic  of  China  for  three 
weeks,  Sept.  11  -  Oat.  5.  This  was  the  first  visit  of 
a  Baptist  official  to  the  mainland  since  the  1940's. 
In  ihis  report  to  BWA  headquarters  here,  Mr.  Wong 
said  he  was  impressed  with  the  overall  physical 
improvements  and  the  friendliness  with  which  he 
we  greeted. 


THE  BIBLE  FOLLOWS  U.S.  TROOPS: 
DISTRIBUTION  NOW  IN  MILLIONS 

NEW  YORK  (EP)^In  an  average  hour,  212 
Bibles  or  Bible  portions  are  distributed  by  the 
American  Bible  Society  (ABS)  to  members  of  the 
American  anilitary — dose  to  2  miUion  copies  in 
1974. 

The  society,  which  calls  the  Bible  "a  vital  line 
between  the  home  church  and  the  young  person 
in  the  active  service  or  in  the  veterans'  hospital," 
spends  more  than  $200,000  a  year  on  its  Scripture 
distribution  program  for  the  services. 

The  first  Bibles  or  New  Testaments  distributed 
to  servicement  about  to  igo  'into  battle  were  pro- 
vided in  1832. 


BILLY  GRAHAM:     KISSINGER  SAYS 
U.S.  NEEDS  MORAL  AWAKENING 

TOKYO  (EP)— Evangelist  BiUy  Graham  dis- 
closed here  that  U.S.  Secretary  of  State  Henry 
Kissinger  recently  told  him  that  America  needs 
a  spiritual  awakening. 

While  en  route  to  Taipei  for  an  evangelistic 
crusade,  Mr.  Graham  and  his  wife,  Ruth,  stopi>ed 
in  Tokyo  to  address  members  of  the  Word  of  Life 
Press,  an  evangelical  publishing  firm. 

The  famed  preacher  said  that  while  attending 
a  party  for  dignitaries.  Dr.  Kissinger  took  'him 
off  to  one  side  and  told  him,  "BiUy,  you're  right. 
The  warfare  that  we're  fighting  toiday  is  a  spirit- 
ual warfare.  What  we  must  have  in  America  is  a 
spiritual   awakening." 

In  reporting  on  the  experience,  Mr.  Graiham 
added,  "And  I  would  say  that  for  the  whole 
wdild." 


VIETNAM    MISSIONARIES   RELEASED 
IN  TEARFUL  THAILAND  REUNION 

BANGKOK  (EP) — Eig'ht  missionaries  detained 
by  ithe  Provisional  Revolutionary  Government  of 
Vietnam,  held  since  March,  were  flown  out  of 
North  Vietnam  aboard  a  chartered  United  Nations 
DC-3  airplane  Oct.  30. 

With  them  was  a  U.S.  State  Department  em- 
ployee and  two  FUipinos. 

Five  missionaries  with  the  Christian  and  Mis- 
sionary Alliance  included  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Norman  Johnson,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Phillips 
and  Mrs.  Betty  Mitchell.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Miller 
and  their  six-year-old  daughter,  LuAnne,  were 
serving  the  Bru  people  under  the  auspices  of 
WyOliffe  Bible  Translators. 

"This  is  the  happiest  day  of  our  Uves,"  Carolyn 
Miller  told  friends  in  Bangkok  as  she  disembarked. 

C&MA  President  Nathan  Bailey  reported  that 
the  missionaries  looked  thin,  but  were  otherwise 
well.  Dr.  Phillips  was  in  a  weakened  condition 
and  had  to  have  rest  immediately. 

Negotiations  with  Vietnam  were  undertaken  by 
the  United  Nations  High  Commissioner  for  Refu- 
gees headquartered  in  New  York. 

From  March  to  Aug.  15  the  missionaries  were 
forced  to  work  in  fields  to  earn  50  piasters  a  day 
for  food.  Only  when  they  were  taken  by  truck 
in  mid-August  to  a  town  near  Hanoi  were  they 
treated  for  illnesses.  In  Hanoi  they  were  given 
sightseeing  tours  and  assured  that  the  govern- 
ment offered  freedom  olf  reiligion.  But  'the  mission- 
aries' request  to  visit  Protestant  churches  was 
denied. 

When  Dr.  Phillips  arrived  in  Bangkok  he  said 
the  group  was  arriving  not  "somehow  bait 
triumphantly." 

At  Wycliiffe  headquarters,  area  director  Richard 
Pittman  read  from  Psahn  126:  "When  the  Lord 
turned  again  the  captivity  .  .  .  then  was  our  mooifth 
filled  with  laughter,  and  our  tongue  with 
singing.  .  .  ." 

No  information  could  be  learned  about  Rev. 
Archie  Mitchell,  Dr.  ArdeU  Vietti  and  Dan  Gerber 
taken  in  May  1962  by  the  Viet  Cong  at  Banmethout, 
South  Vietnam. 

PROF.  SllLL  INSISTS  'GOD  IS  DEAD' 

ATLANTA  (EP)— Ten  years  ago  Dr.  Thoonas 
J.  J.  Altizer,  then  professor  loif  Bible  and  religion 
at  Emory  University,  introduced  his  "GodHis-dead" 
theology,  and  laundhed  the  hottest  religious  debate 
of  the  decade. 

Dr.  Altizer,  now  48,  teadhing  English  and  theo- 
logy at  the  State  University  of  New  York  at  Stony- 
(brook,  says  the  events  of  the  1970's  are  even  fur- 
ther proof  that  God  has  been  dead  for  years. 

"The  most  important  evidence  that  God  is  dead 
is  the  hopelessness  in  today's  world,"  he  said. 
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BOHBBACH  KNEELS  ON  GRID 
TO  PRAY  WITH  BOTH  SIDES 

PALO  ALTO,  Calif.  (EP)— After  savoring  two 
trips  into  the  eaid  zone  against  Stanford,  Husky 
football  player  Mike  Rohrbadh  found  himself 
kneeling  for  a  post-game  prayer  meeting  with 
some  of  his  own  teammates  and  those  of  Stan- 
ford's squad. 

Coaches  Don  James  of  WasMngton  and  Jack 
■Christiansen  of  Stanford  weren't  surprised  when 
the  dozen  knelt  in  the  end  zone  of  the  field  "to 
thank  the  Lord  that  we  got  a  chance  to  compete 
and  see  each  other  as  friends,"  as  Mike  Roihrbach 
put  it. 

"You  might  see  more  of  that,"  Rohrbach  added. 
"We  know  soime  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes 
meonbeirs  on  two  or  three  other  teams." 

That  answers  the  questions  of  thousands  of 
departing  fans  who  were  wondering  what  was 
going  on  down  there  on  the  field. 


CHRISTIANS  LOSING  GROUND, 
PAT  BOONE  TELLS  REPORTER 

PHOBNilX,  Ariz.  (EP) — ^"Prayers  are  going  up 
to  both  God  and  Satan,"  Pat  Boone  told  a  reporter 
for  the  Arizona  Republic  newspapers,  and  Chris- 
itians  are  "losing  ground"  in  the  struggle  for 
spiritual  victories,  the  entertainer  added. 

"We  are  in  a  supernatural  arena,"  Boone  said 
before  appearing  at  the  1975  Arizona  State  Fair 
in  the  Cofeeum.  "In  the  months  ahead  there  will 
be  lots  of  evidence  of  bad  stuff." 

Boone  said  one  reason  evil  prevails  in  the  United 
States  is  that  Christians  are  not  makinig  a  strong 
commitment  to  reUgious  principles. 


FORD  CONDEMNS  RESOLUTION  OF 
ZIONISM,  SAYS  IT  UNDERMINES 
PRINCIPLES   OF  U.N. 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (BP)  ^President  Ford  has 
condemned  the  resodution  iby  a  United  Nations 
committee  that  called  Zionism  a  form  of  racism. 

His  sltatement,  issued  here  lon  Oct.  24,  one  week 
foMowiing  'the  adoption  of  the  resolution  by  the 
Social,  Humanitarian  and  Cultural  Committee, 
was  immediately  welcomed  in  statements  issued 
in  New  York  by  the  American  Jewish  Committee, 
the  American  Jewish  Congress  and  ithe  Conference 
of  Presidents  of  iMajor  American  Jewish  Organ- 
izatians. 

"We  deplore  in  the  strongest  terms  the  recent 
vote  .  .  .  characterizing  Zionism  as  a  form  of 
raoisan,"  'Said  Mr.  Ford.  "Such  action  undermines 
the  principles  upon  which  the  United  Nations  is 
based." 

The  President  said  United  States  representa- 
tives at  the  UjN.  had  exp(resised  "well  and  force- 
fully" 'the  view  of  '^this  Admdnistration  and  the 
American  people." 

During  the  debate,  Leonard  ^Garment,  si>eafcing 
on  behalf  of  the  U.S.,  called  the  resolution  "an 
obscene  act"  that  "distorts  land  perverts  and  de- 
stroys the  moral  fomce  of  the  concept  of  racism." 

He  said  the  U.N.  was  "at  a  podnit  of  offiolally 
endarsing  arati-Semitiisin." 


GRAHAM  TO  HOLD  MONTREAL 
CRUSADE  DURING  OLYMPIC 
GAMES  NEXT  YEAR 

MONTREAL  (EP)— Evangelist  Billy  Graham 
has  accepted  the  Invitation  of  Montreal  Protestant 
churches  to  appear  for  a  crusade  during  the 
Olympic  Games  here  next  year. 

As  a  guest  of  more  than  60  Protestant  churches 
here,  Mr.  Graham  wiU  appear  July  24  and  25 — 
midway  in  the  Olympics — at  the  Autostade,  the 
games'  site.  Some  45,000  people  are  expected  to 
attend  the  crusade  each  day. 

Keith  Price,  sipokesman  for  the  crusade  com- 
mittee, said  approval  of  the  Olympic  organizers 
and  oi'ty  hall  was  not  obtained  but  it  is  not  ex- 
pected to  be  required. 


F.D.A.  WARNS  BIRTH  PILL 
RAISES  HEART  ATTACK  RISK 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)— Women  who  take 
birth  control  pUls  face  substantially  greater  risks 
of  heart  attack,  the  Food  and  Drug  Administratian 
says  in  a  bulletin  mailed  to  the  medical  profession. 

For  women  over  40,  the  added  risks  are  sig- 
nificantly greater  than  for  younger  women,  the 
bulletin  warns. 


MISSOURI  'BIBLE  CITY'  PLANNED 

SPRINGFIELD,  Mo.  (EP)— A  200-acre  plot  of 
ground  here  will  be  turned  into  a  "Bible  Belt 
Disneyland,"  according  to  promoter  Johnnie  Hope. 

The  complex  will  feature  a  Noah's  Ark  zoo,  a 
7'1-foot  colored-plexiglass  Jesus,  and  a  fiberglass 
Jonah-swallowing  whale,   among  other  things. 

Children  dressed  like  the  children  of  Gideon 
will  sell  hot  dogs  and  hamburgers  in  "Bible  City," 
a  place  dedicated  to  "educational  and  inspira- 
tional" projects. 

"We're  going  to  make  the  Bible  themes  come 
alive  through  modem  technology,"  Hope  said.  "It 
will   be  like  an  adventure." 

Hope  and  his  10-m,ain  corporation  estimate  that 
Bible  City  will  cost  $20  million  when  completed 
in  about  five  years. 


PULPIT  IN  THE  WINDOW 
ATTRACTS  ATTENTION 

VALENCIA,  Venezuela  (EP)— A  man  knocked 
at  the  door  of  the  Venezuelan  Baptist  Bookstore 
here  and  asked  if  the  page  coidd  be  turned  in  the 
large  Bible  that  appeared  in  the  window. 

"I  need  to  do  my  daily  Bible  reading  and  the 
page  has  to  be  turned  now  so  I  can  get  to  work 
on  itime,"  he  explained. 

The  man  was  referring  to  a  ministry  started  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Dean  Harlan,  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  stationed  here.  Harlan  is  the  manager 
of  the  Baptist  Bookstore. 

Thie  ministry  :is  called  "Pulpit  in  the  Window." 
The  large  pulpit  Bible  speaks  to  those  passing  by 
through  the  printed  word.  Each  day  a  page  is 
turned  so  a  new  messaige  can  be  read. 


Page  Twenty-eigrht 

A  GROWING  CHURCH 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


CORINTH 


by  George  W.  Solomon 


The  church  at  Corinth  may  seem  like  a  very 
unlikely  candidate  to  be  chosen  as  a  model  for 
Church  Growth.  We  usually  think  of  Corinth  as 
a  problem  ridden  church,  a  worldly  church.  Since 
the  first  letter  Paul  wrote  to  this  church  was 
written  to  correct  many  of  the  existing  protolems 
there,  problems  that  are  not  uncommon  in  the 
church  today,  we  shall  probably  always  think  of 
this  church  in  this  Ught.  But  it  seemed  to  me  that 
ithere  had  to  be  some  posiiitive  things  that  enabled 
this  church  to  thrive  and  grow  inspite  of  the 
many  problems  they  had.  I  also  thought  that 
since  many  churches  today  are  also  plagued 
with  many  problems,  Corinth  may  be  a  better 
example  for  us  than  some  of  the  New  Testament 
churches  who  seemed  to  have  less  problems. 

So  as  I  searched  through  the  two  letters  written 
by  Paul  to  these  people  I  was  carefully  looking 
for  some  hint  of  those  positive  factors  that  must 
have  surely  been  present  ithat  prevented  this 
church  from  being  drowned  in  the  sea  of  trouble 
that  seemed  to  constantly  threaten  the  very  life 
and  existence  of  the  church.  And  sure  enough 
they  were  there! 

I  first  discovered  that  there  was  grace  sufficient 
to  produce  and  maintain  spiritual  life  in  the  most 
difficiilt  of  circumstances.  "I  thank  my  God  always 
on  your  behalf,  for  the  grace  of  God  which  is 
given  to  you  by  Jesus  Christ;  tiiat  in  everything 
ye  are  enriched,  by  him,  in  all  utterance,  and  in 
all  knowledge;  Even  as  the  testimony  of  Christ 
was  confirmed  in  you:  so  that  ye  come  behind  in 
no  gift ;  waiting  for  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ:"  (I  Cor.  1:4-7).  Just  before  this,  we  read 
in  verse  two  that  "they  were  sanctified  in  Christ 
Jesus".   That   is,   set  apart  for  holy  service  and 


the  Greek  implies  that  this  was  not  something 
that  had  hapipened  on  a  particular  day  in  their 
past,  but  something  that  was  a  continuing  experi- 
ence. They  were  being  sanctified  daily  as  they 
grew  in  the  grace  and  knowledge  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  They  were  separated  from  that 
which  was  profane  and  worldly  and  devoted  to 
God!  Sanctification  here  encompasses  conversion, 
faith,  justification  and  a  life  of  good  works — 
all  ithat  has  aind  still  makes  a  Christian  what 
he  is. 

Paul  also  says  in  that  same  verse  that  they 
were  "called  to  be  saints"  in  Christ  Jesus.  As 
Paul  was  called  to  be  an  Apostle,  they  were  called 
to  ibe  saints,  people  dedicated  to  God  for  holy 
service.  And  they  "were  in  every  thing  enriched 
by  him!"  These  Corinthians  who  had  lived  in 
spiritual  poverty  were  now  blessed  with  great 
spiritual  weailth  in  Christ  Jesus.  God  had  with- 
held nothing  from  them!  IN  EVERYTHING  they 
had  been  enriched!  And  not  because  of  any  merit 
on  their  part,  but  by  and  through  the  grace  of 
God  bestowed  upon  them.  Everything  was  the 
result  of  what  God  had  done  for  them  in  Christ! 

If  a  church  is  to  thrive  and  grow  in  any  age 
and  under  any  circumstance  it  must  possess  these 
qualities.  Its  people  must  have  been  converted, 
jusitified  and  bearing  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit.  They 
must  be  sensitive  to  the  fact  that  they  have  been 
called  to  be  saints,  and  they  must  be  enriched 
in  every  thing  by  God's  grace.  But  some  are  sure 
to  ask,  how  does  a  church  come  to  possess  these 
qualities?  How  does  an  individual  come  into  such 
an  experience?  The  Word  of  God  says  that  these 
blessings  come  "to  all  that  in  every  place  call 
upon  the  name  of  Jesus   Christ  our  Lord".  The 
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Corinthians  were  What  they  were  by  the  the  grace 
of  God!  And  the  grace  of  God  is  promised  to  all 
who  call  upon  him.  "Whosoever  shall  call  upon 
the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved."  Paul  once 
said:  "I  am  what  I  am  by  the  grace  oif  God."  As 
Christians,  we  are  what  we  are  by  the  grace  of 
God  in  Christ  Jesus.  He  is  the  one  and  only  source 
of  O'ur  Christian  beings. 

Now  the  second  thing  that  I  discovered  that 
seemed  to  be  a  positive  factor  in  this  church  was 
that  they  were  capable  of  "godly  sorrow  that  pro- 
duced repentence".  (II  Cor.  7:9-il0)  There  was  a 
man,  a  member  of  the  church,  w'ho  had  com- 
mitted terrible  sin;  sin  that  was  not  even  prac- 
ticed by  the  heathen.  The  members  of  the  church 
were  indifferent  about  this  terrible  sin.  They 
tolerated  it!  They  did  nothing  to  heal  or  rid  the 
church  of  this  festering  sore.  They  were  instead 
proud  and  fUled  with  a  spirit  of  self-righteousness 
When  they  should  have  felt  ashamed.  Paul  wrote: 
"It  is  actually  reported  that  there  is  sexual  im- 
morality among  you,  and  immoralify  of  the  kind 
that  even  pagans  condemn — a  man  has  apparently 
taken  his  father's  wife!  Are  you  still  proud  of 
your  church?  Shouldn't  you  be  overwhelmed  with 
sorrow  and  shame?  The  man  who  has  done  such 
a  thing  certainly  should  be  expelled  from  your 
feUowship!"  (I  Cor.  5 : 1-2— Phillips )  The  Chris- 
tians in  Corinth  received  this  shape  rebuke  in 
the  spirit  in  which  it  had  been  given  and  they 
were  convicted  of  their  wrong  attitude  and  their 
lack  of  decisive  measures  to  keep  the  church 
pure  from  such  open  and  flagrant  misconduct. 
They  experienced  godly  sorrow — <they  repented! 

The  way  of  true  repentance,  even  in  the  case 
of  Christians  who  have  sumed  and  erred,  is  the 
way  of  deep  grief  and  godly  sorrow.  There  are 
two  kinds  of  sorrow:  godly  sorrow  and  worldly 
sorrow.  Peter  is  a  good  example  of  godly  sorrow. 
After  he  had  denied  his  Lord  three  times  he  ex- 
perienced godly  sorrow,  wept  bitterly  and  was  led 
to  repentance  and  renewal  of  his  commitment 
to  Christ.  Judas,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  good 
example  of  iworldly  sorrow.  When  he  realized  that 
Jesus  was  actually  gomg  to  be  crucified,  he  felt 
scarry  that  he  had  betrayed  him.  He  e\'en  took 
the  money  back  and  cast  it  at  the  feet  of  the 
High  Priest.  But  then  he  went  out  and  hanged 
himself!  Worldly  sorrow  produces  death^  not  re- 
pentance. And  when  it  does  not  end  in  open 
tragedy  it  is  still  the  same  kind  and  is  void  of 
restoring,   life-giving   power. 

In  Corinth,  the  congregation  as  a  whole  ex- 
perience a  great  change  of  heart,  turning  back 
from  the  wrong  and  sinful  course  they  had  fol- 
lowed. They  cleared  themselves  by  becoming 
really  concerned  about  tihis  awful  sin  in  their 
midst  and  expelled  tihe  guilty  party.  With 
veihement  desire  and  great  zeal  they  pursued  this 
"act  of  justice"  which  delighted  Paul  because  it 
was  the  right  course  to  take  for  two  reasons: 
First,  'the  Corinthians  themselves  had  been  guilty 
of  'the  sin  of  callous  indifference  in  regard  to  tHiis 
sin  in  the  church.  This  attitude  had  been  changed 
and  the  man  Who  was  guilty  of  this  great  sexual 
sin  had  been  expelled.  So  'godly  sorrow  led  to 
repentance  that  produced  a  change  in  the  num- 
bers of  the  church  and  removed  the  cause  of  'the 
insidious,  infectous  sin  from  the  church. 


As  proud  and  problem  prone  as  these  ChristianiS 
seemed  to  be,  their  hearts  stUl  were  tender  enough 
to  experience  godly  so^rrow  that  led  to  repentance. 
Repentance  must  be  a  co'ntinuing  experience  in 
the  'life  of  every  believer!  "If  we  say  that  we  have 
no  sin,  we  deceive  ourselves,  and  the  truth  is 
not  in  us.  If  we  confess  our  sins,  he  is  faithful 
and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins,  and  to  cleanse 
us  from  all  unrighteousness.  If  we  say  that  we 
have  not  sinned,  we  make  him  a  liar,  and  his 
word  is  not  in  us."  (I  John  1:8-10).  Perfection  is 
not  demanded  or  expected  of  the  church  here  on 
earth;  it  is  the  goal  toward  which  we  should  be 
moving.  But  humble  spirits,  godly  sorrow  and 
repentance  are  expected  when  sin  enters  into  the 
life  of  the  church  or  the  believer! 

The  church  can  be  no  better  than  the  individuals 
who  collectively  are  the  church.  Since  we  all  fall 
far  short  of  the  glory  of  God,  so  the  church  is 
far  from  being  the  glorious  church  it  wUl  be  after 
the  Rapture!  But  this  must  never  become  an 
excuse  for  callous  indifference  toward  sin.  If  a 
church  is  to  be  used  of  God,  it  must  be  able  to 
accept  constructive  criticism,  be  willing  to  admit 
wrong  doing  and  turn  from  erronous  ways  in  an 
act  of  repentance. 

"We  never  did  it  this  way  before!"  is  an  expres- 
sion of  a  most  deadly  attitude!  If  it  hasn't  wo-rked 
in  the  past,  it  isn't  likely  to  work  now  or  in  the 
future.  And  to  continue  doing  that  which  is  un- 
productive in  the  Lord's  work — to  refuse  to  humbly 
admit  that  we  have  been  wrong — to  refuse  to 
change  to  that  which  wUl  produce  the  results  God 
desires  is  unacceptable  stewardship  of  time,  talent 
and  treasure  and  is  surely  a  sin  in  any  Church! 
The  church  in  Corinth  continued  to  grow  in  spite 
of  the  many  faults  and  failings  because  it  was 
wUling  to  change  that  which  was  wrong  within 
the  church — to  co-rreet  it  and  move  on  for  the  glory 
of  God.  This  spirit  within  the  church  enabled 
them  to  possess  great  potential  for  growth! 
"Therefore,  as  ye  abound  in  every  thing,  in  faith, 
and  utterance,  and  knowledge,  and  in  all  diligence, 
and  in  your  love  for  us,  see  that  ye  abound  in 
this  grace  also."  (11  Cor.  8:7)  Paul  said:  "Ye 
abound  in  everything!  You  have  faith  and  yO'U 
can  express  your  faith  in  words!  You  have  know- 
ledge, enthusiasm  and  your  love  for  us!  What  a 
tremendous  comphment  to  a  church  that  had 
come  through  such  deep  waters  and  such  trying 
times!  These  Christians  were  far  from  perfect 
but  they  had  great  faith  and  they  hadn't  permitted 
their  bad  experiences  to  dampen  their  enthusiasm 
and  they  still  loved  the  Apostle  Paul  although 
he  had  found  it  necessary  to  rebuke  them  severely! 

While  we  may  co'ntmue  to  think  of  Corinth  as 
a  "problem  church",  I  think  we  have  discovered 
that  it  had  many  virtues  that  enabled  it  to  thrive 
and  grow  insipite  of  internal  strife,  moral  failures, 
and  other  serious  difficulties.  If  the  church  is  to 
grow  today,  it  must  possess  the  courage  of  this 
Church!  The  courage  to  correct  sin  and  eirror  in 
the  church.  Its  members  must  be  sensitive  to  the 
fact  that  they  are  called  to  be  saints,  sanctified, 
set  apart  from  that  which  is  profane  and  worldly, 
dedicated  to  godly  service  in  Christ's  church.  They 
must  abide  in  Christ  that  this  sanctifying  process 
might  continue  'tU  Jesus  Comes! 
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AGAIN  IT'S  CHRISTMAS 


The  church  windows  glowed  and  beckoned 
Me  to  enter  in  the  door. 
There's  a  special  reverent  silence 
For  it's  Christmas  eve  once  more. 

Softly  I  approach  the  altar 
Kneeling  down,  I  toow  in  .prayer 
Then  I  visualize  a  manger 
With  the  Christ  Child  sleeping  there. 

I  can  picture  Mother  Mary 

With  a  smUe  upon  her  face 

As  she  tucks  his  clothes  around  Him, 

There's  no  sLLk  or  fancy  lace. 

Only  plain  had  woven  garments 
Enfold  this  Child  Instead, 
But  she  tenderly  has  woven  love 
Into  each  and  every  thread. 

There  were  cattle  grouped  around  them 
What  a  privilege  had  they 
To  gaze  upon  this  Baby 
From  a  kingdom  far  away. 

Hesitan'tly  a  door  is  opened 
Who  are  these  who  enter  now? 
Slowly  they  approach  ;the  manger 
With  great  awe  before  Him  how. 

These  are  shepherds  who  are  guarding 
Flocks  of  sheep  that  holy  night 
There  a  light  shone,  then  an  aogel 
Spoke  these  words  to  calm  their  frigiht. 

"Fear  not  for  I  bring  you 

Tidings  of  a  wondrous  birth 

In  Bethlehem  is  bo^rn  a  Saviour 

Who  has  come  from  Heaven  to  earth." 

I  can  see  the  bands  of  angels, 
I  can  see  the  shepherds  too. 
As  they  realize  the  promise  of 
A  Messiah  has  oome  true. 

Then  from  easitern  lands  there  traveled 
Men  of  wisdom  and  renown. 
Bringing  with  them  costly  treasures 
Which  before  Him  were  laid  dotwn. 

Oh  the  story  of  ithat  Christmas 
Brings  new  hope  to  all  each  year 
With  each  telling  and  retelling 
Ever  to  us  growis  more  dear. 

And  this  blessed  Christ  of  Christmas 
Still  is  living  and  will  come 
Into  every  welcoming  heant 
To  abide  and  make  his  home. 

— ^Edlth  Moore 
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LAFF-A-LinLE 


Editor:     "Did  you  compose  this  poem  yourself?" 

Writer:     "Every  word  of  it." 

E<lt0ir:  "Well,  WeU,  I'm  deHgihted  to  meet  you, 
Lord  Byron,  I  thought  you  had  passed  on  many 
years  ago." 

"Johnny,  there  were  two  pieces  of  cake  on  the 
kitchen  table  last  night  at  bedtime,  now  there  is 
only  one  this  morning.  Can  you  explain  that?" 

"I  don't  know  Mom,  imless  it  is  because  it  was 
so  dark  I  didn't  see  the  other  piece." 

A  student,  upon  being  stumped  on  the  test  ques- 
tion in  a  test:  "State  the  number  of  tons  of  coal 
shipped  out  of  the  United  States  in  any  given  year" 
suddenly  with  a  victorious  gleam  in  his  eye  wrote: 
"1492:  None." 
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CHEEP  ADVICE 


WHAT  IF  —  when  the  Pilgrims  landed  at 
Plymouth  a  committee  of  native  Americans 
(Indians)  would  have  said:  "You  are  welcome  to 
stay  in  th'is  land  'if  you  can  give  us  the  name  and 
addresses  of  those  who  will  sponsor  you  until 
you  are  on  your  own."?????? 


instelad  of 


Character  is  when  you  have  the  same 
pains  as  others,  only  you  don't  mention 
them. 

Someone  once  defined  a  diamond  as 
being  a  chunk  of  Coal  that  had  been 
under  very  severe  pressure. 
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CENTRAL  DISTRICT  LAYMEN 
B.  P.  Co. 


The  Laymen  of  the  Central  District  designated 
as  a  project  to  advance  to  The  Brethren  Publish- 
ing Company  funds  needed  to  purchase  new 
matrices  for  the  linotype  machine  in  the  compos- 
ing room.  These  have  been  obtained  with  funds 
so  designated  and  are  being  utilized  for  the  first 
time  in  this  December  6,  1975  issue. 

A  comparison  in  the  appearance  of  the  type 
between  this  issue  and  recent  issues  of  the  past 
readily  reveals  that  this  was  a  timely  project  that 
was  assumed.  We  wish  to  extend  our  deepest 
appreciation  to  all  the  men  who  showed  a  deep 
concern  for  the  Publishing  Company  in  this  desire 
for  much-needed  new  equipment. 
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Turn  Up  the  Thermostat- 
Way  Up! 


Lest  anyone  should  fail  to  read  beyond  the  title 
and  turn  this  writer  in  to  the  Energy  Commission 
as  a  saboteur  or  some  kind  of  subversive  Trojan 
horse,  let  it  be  understood  that  this  has  nothing 
to  do  with  raising  the  mercury  column  in  the 
thermometer  in  the  living  room.  It  has  much  to 
do  with  the  ardor  present  in  the  cockles  of  the 
heart  or  to  be  more  explicit,  the  innermost  recess- 
es of  one's  center  of  life. 

This  is  perhaps  the  most  essential  and  funda- 
mental principle  of  discipleship  and  Christian 
growth.  Two  contrasting  illustrations  of  the 
church,  one  bathed  in  icicles,  the  other  in  the 
warmth  of  Christian  love  and  affection  might  be 
used  for  exemplification. 

I  read  an  article  very  recently  about  a  young 
housewife  who  wrote  that  she  had  moved  from 
one  location  to  another  quite  frequently  in  the 
span  of  one  year  and  was  quite  concerned  about 
her  having  to  go  through,  in  her  eyes,  an  ordeal, 
that  of  being  a  visitor  in  another  strange  church. 
She  went  into  great  detail  how  she  expected  to 
go  through  the  usual  procedures  of  being  intro- 
duced as  a  visiting  stranger  with  all  the  accom- 
panying processing.  But  surprisingly  and  also 
strangely,  no  one  even  seemed  to  notice  or  pay 
any  attention  to  her — until  after  the  service.  Up 
until  now  she  was  under  the  impression  that  she 
found  herself  in  the  unfriendliest  of  churches 
since  the  word  visitor  was  not  even  mentioned, 
especially  from  the  pulpit. 

Suddenly  this  picture  takes  on  a  different  per- 
spective. The  lady  in  the  pew  in  front  of  her  turns 
and  introduces  herself.  She  then  turns  to  a  lady 
in  the  aisle  and  introduces  her  and  a  chain  reac- 
tion of  introductions  begins.  This  is  followed  up 
by  invitations  to  a  Sunday  school  class  and  one 
or  two  of  the  ladies'  auxiliaries  and  also  on  a 
shopping  trip  to  acquaint  her  with  the  commun- 
ity. And  all  this  without  the  formality  of  filling 
out  a  visitor's  card. 

I  recall  a  similar  instance  a  few  years  ago 
while  on  a  combined  vacation  and  business  trip 
visiting  a  church  of  a  different  denomination 
since  there  was  none  of  my  own  in  that  particular 
area  that  we  happened  to  be  travelling  in  at  that 
time  (Oklahoma).  The  Sunday  school  happened 
to  be  in  session  in  the  various  classrooms  and 
there  was  no  one  around  as  we  walked  into  the 
vestibule.  Suddenly  from  about  three  different 
directions  two  ladies  and  a  gentleman  came  up 
to   us   and   introduced  themselves  with   a  hand- 


clasp that  almost  had  me  beUeving  we  had  entered 
an  old  fashioned  Brethren  Church. 

After  the  service  was  over,  one  lady  seemed 
to  be  making  her  way  toward  us  like  a  fullback 
and  when  she  reached  the  place  we  were  standing 
she  introduced  herself  as  the  pastor's  wife  and 
wanted  to  introduce  us  to  her  husband  personally, 
which  she  most  graciously  did. 

Let  me  now  present  a  contrasting  situation 
which  I  also  experienced  personally.  This  hap- 
pened  during  the  time  of  World  War  II. 

It  happened  while  the  pastor  was  delivering 
his  sermon  for  that  Sunday-morning  service  that 
four  migrant  workers  for  a  railroad  who  were 
of  Spanish  lineage  opened  the  door  from  the  vesti- 
bule into  the  sanctuary.  Although  they  were  very 
quiet  in  making  their  entry,  the  look  on  the  faces 
of  many  of  those  seated  nearby  resembled  that 
of  someone  who  suddenly  saw  four  members  of 
Hitler's  Gestapo  standing  with  automatic  rifles 
in  their  hands. 

The  head  usher  quickly  went  over  and  invited 
them  to  sit  in  a  pew  near  the  center  of  the  sanc- 
tuary. It  turned  out,  as  the  spokesman  of  this 
group  of  men  explained,  they  thought  they  were 
in  one  of  their  own  denominational  houses  of 
worship  since  it  resembled  one  in  many  respects. 
Incidently,  if  anyone  is  curious  as  to  how  the 
pastor  was  coping  with  the  interruption,  he  did 
not  help  matters  by  stopping  in  the  middle  of 
a  sentence  and  staring  at  the  incident  in  the  back 
of  the  sanctuary  because  that  is  when  everyone 
turned  around  to  see  what  was  going  on. 

The  irony  of  the  whole  episode  was,  that  instead 
of  displaying  such  visible  shock  at  foreign  in- 
truders upon  private  and  hallowed  property,  they 
should  have  praised  God  that  here  were  four  men 
looking  for  a  house  of  worship  while  many  of 
their  companions  were  probably  sleeping  off  a 
bad  hangover  down  in  skid  row. 

Whether  it  be  a  stranger,  a  neighbor,  a  friend, 
the  warmest  and  most  pleasant  feeling  that  one 
could  experience  does  not  originate  in  a  vehicle 
with  four  wheels  and  a  decal  on  the  door  depict- 
ing it  as  a  "welcome  wagon".  It  is  the  incande- 
scence of  the  light  bulb  which  has  a  dual  pur- 
pose, that  of  providing  light  and  warmth.  It  is 
the  glow  within  the  heart  which  lights  the  path 
of  the  stranger  and  turns  up  the  thermostat  of 
Christian  love  and  compassion  and  above  all, 
CONCERN.  Matthew  25:40  takes  in  a  lot  of 
territory.     (GS) 
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The  Catalyst  of  Challenges 


Parents  should  take  heart  from  the  fact  that 
many  of  our  most  famous  people  showed  no  indi- 
cations of  being  outstanding  when  they  were 
youngsters.  On  the  contrary,  many  of  them — such 
as  Thomas  Edison — were  considered  slightly  slow- 
er than  their  contemporaries.  Two  of  the  world's 
best-loved  humorists,  Will  Rogers  and  Mark 
Twain,  showed  little  interest  in  either  school  or 
humor  in  their  early  years.  As  a  child  Albert 
Einstein  was  slow  in  learning  to  talk;  then  as  a 
boy  he  was  considered  backward.  Ignace  Paderew- 
ski,  the  great  Polish  pianist,  was  in  his  late  teens 
■before  he  showed  any  interest  in  learning  to  play 
the  piano. 

A  few  more  examples  could  be  drummed  up  in 
making  a  first-class  case  of  rationalization.  Or  we 
can  conclude  that  an  Edison  or  a  Paderewski  was 
never  challenged  during  those  early  years;  but 
when  he  was,  the  challenge  brought  out  the  very 
finest  in  him. 

A  challenge  in  life  makes  a  man  either  dig  in 
and  produce  or  else  tuck  tail  and  run.  The  chal- 
lenges of  life  show  what  is  really  in  a  person.  This 
can  be  no  better  illustrated  than  by  Henry  Ford  II, 
the  grandson  of  the  great  automobile  engineer. 
When  Ford  was  at  Yale,  he  flunked  his  engineer- 
ing courses.  He  was  a  first-class  playboy  who 
spent  his  time  flashing  beautiful  cars  and  lots  of 
money.  He  finally  dropped  out  of  college  and  never 
did  get  his  degree. 

Then  a  crisis  arose.  His  father,  who  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Ford  Company,  suddenly  died.  The 
founder  of  the  company,  Henry  Ford,  gambled  on 
his  grandson  and  put  him  in  charge.  The  results 
startled  everyone.  Production  rose  swiftly.  Success 
followed  success.  In  a  few  years  young  Henry  was 
hailed  as  one  of  the  world's  shrewdest  business- 
men. That  is  what  a  challenge  can  do. 

All  of  us  face  challenges  every  day.  How  we 
react  to  them  reveals  what  we  are  made  of.  In  a 
sense  the  difficulties  or  the  challenges  we  face 
are  Mke  fires  that  refine  metal.  The  fire  burns 
up  the  dross  and  refines  the  silver.  If  you  find 
that  When  you  face  the  challenging  fires  of  life 
you  get  burned  up,  do  something  about  it.  Your 
win  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  eventual  success 
or  failures  in  meeting  the  challenges  of  life. 

If  you  can  resign  yourself  to  being  a  coward,  if 
you  can  live  with  yourself  as  a  quitter,  go  ahead. 
But  if  you  want  your  life  to  be  made  out  of  sterner 


stuff,  do  something  about  it.  With  reason  the  Bible 
says,  "Tribulation  works  (or  produces)  patience; 
and  patience  experience;  and  experience  hope" 
(Rom.  5:3,4). 

Take  a  good  look  at  the  scorecard  of  Ufe  and 
see  where  you  stand.  Most  of  us,  no  matter  how 
we  try,  cannot  produce  the  accomplishments  of  an 
Einstein  or  an  Edison.  They  are  the  150-watt  bulbs. 
But  if  you  are  a  60-watt  bulb,  burn  for  all  you  are 
worth  and  do  not  settle  for  anything  less. 

God  expects  our  very  best,  not  our  second  best. 
If  you  are  a  college  student  and  make  only  C's 
when  you  could  be  making  A's  or  B's,  you  are 
failing  yourself  and  God.  If  you  are  a  salesman 
who  could  produce  half  again  as  many  sales  as 
you  ai-e  now,  you  are  displeasing  God.  The  Bible 
says,  "And  whatsoever  you  do,  do  it  heartily  as  to 
the  Lord,  and  not  unto  men"  (Col.  3:23). 

God's  Word,  the  Bible,  gives  us  the  guidelines 
for  living  that  we  need.  A  half-hearted  approach 
to  Ufe,  a  take-it-or-leave-it  attitude  neither  pleases 
God  nor  makes  a  man  a  conqueror.  Life  is  full  of 
challenges;  how  you  react  to  them  reveals  what 
you  are.  But  the  message  of  Scripture  is  clear. 
We  do  not  have  to  accept  our  lives  as  they  are. 
We  can,  each  one  of  us,  find  God's  grace  to  live 
as  we  ought  to  live. 

*From  Guidelines  for  Successful  Living  by  Harold 
J.  Sala.  Copyright  1972  by  Baker  Book  House 
Company  and  used  by  permission. 

I  belive  that  we  would  all  ajgree,  that,  as  Chris- 
tians, we  shooild  do  our  best  in  any  job  that  we 
might  be  called  upon  to  tackle.  This  holds  true  in 
our  daily  vocation  as  weU  as  work  in  the  church. 
Of  course,  we  should  work  in  the  church  in  the 
areas  in  which  O'Ur  talents  (or  gifts)  lie.  We  will 
be  better  able  to  do  a  good  job  in  an  area  that 
interests  us,  and  in  which  we  are  more  capable. 
Questions  for  discussion: 

1.  Realizing  that  there  are  many  people  who  may 
not  be  Christians,  but  who  are  doing  their 
work  to  tibe  best  of  their  ability,  do  you  think 
that  a  Christian  is  (or  should  be)  better 
equipped  to  do  his  best  at  all  times? 

2.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  a  poor  witness  for  a 
Ohrisitian  not  to  put  forth  his  best  effort  in 
aU  that  he  does? 

P.D. 
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Church  Finance 


by  Manfred  Hdck  Jr. 


Is  A  Car  Allowance 
Reimbursement — Or  More  Pay? 


IS   A  CAR   ALLOWANCE   REIMBURSEMENT 
OR  MORE  PAY?* 

About  your  pastor's  car  allowance,  which  is  it 
— reimbursement  or  more  pay? 

How  often  have  you  listed  your  pastor's  salary, 
pension  costs,  utilities  and  car  allowance,  drawn 
a  line,  added  it  all  up  and  said  that  was  pay! 

Truth  of  the  matter  is,  it's  not  all  pay  and  you 
know  it.  Sure,  the  salary  is,  and  the  pension  con- 
tributions may  be,  so  is  the  health  insurance  and 
the  housing  allowance.  But,  frankly,  it  is  quite 
unfair  to  classify  car  allowances  as  pay.  It's  not. 
It's  reimbursement,   pure  and  simple. 

Look  at  it  this  way.  If  your  pastor  did  not  have 
to  use  a  car  on  church  business,  you  wouldn't  pay 
a  car  allowance,  would  you?  Of  course  not.  You 
pay  that  allowance  because  you  expect  your  pastor 
to  use  a  car  for  getting  around  the  parish  and  you 
want  to  help  ta  meeting  the  costs.  And  that's  as 
it  should  be. 

But  don't  pat  yourself  on  the  back  because  your 
pastor's  pay  seems  to  be  so  much  under  that  line 
you  drew.  Take  out  that  car  allowance  and  see 
where  your  pastor's  pay  is  then.  In  fact,  take  it 
out  plus  another  $900  or  so  and  you'll  get  a  truer 
picture  of  your  pastor's  net  take-home  pay  after  a 
car's  expenses  are  paid. 

According  to  a  recent  survey,  pastors  subsidize 
the   cost   of   using  'their   automobiles    on   church 


business  to  the  tune  of  $958  a  year,  on  the  average. 
That  means  that  not  only  does  the  pastor  need  all 
of  that  allowance  just  to  pay  the  costs  of  operating 
a  car  for  your  congregation's  benefit,  but  $958 
more  comes  out  of  the  pay  you  pay.  On  the  aver- 
age,  care  allowances  just  don't  cover  costs. 

But  they  should.  A  car  allowance  is  a  reimburse- 
ment to  the  pastor  for  the  costs  incurred  in  oper- 
ating that  vehicle  on  church  business.  It  is  not 
more  pay,  not  by  any  stretch  of  your  imagination. 
It  is  a  cost  to  the  church  of  having  a  paistor,  but 
it  is  not  compensation  to  the  pastor. 

It's  important,  therefore,  if  that  is  the  way 
things  really  are,  that  you  make  that  reimburse- 
ment precisely  that,  a  reimbursement,  an  allow- 
ance to  cover  the  full  cost  (including  depreciation) 
of  operating  a  car  on  church  business. 

A  cents-per-mile  allowance  makes  the  most  sense. 
That  pays  for  miles  driven.  It  doesn't  pay  for  days 
the  pastor's  car  is  stored  away  in  the  garage.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  you  pay  only  the  same  dollar 
amount  each  month,  it  will  cost  your  congregation 
no  mattter  how  many  or  how  few  miles  the  pastor 
drives  that  month. 

Full  reimbursement  for  car  costs,  not  just  more 
pay,  that's  the  goal.  Your  pastor's  pay  plan  wUl 
be  more  equitable  if  you  keep  that  distiction  clear. 

Car  allowance  is  simply  not  more  pay. 


'^Coypnght  1975  by  Manfred  Hoick,  Jr.  For 
additional  information  on  other  topics  re- 
lated to  church,  or  clergy  finance,  ivrite  to 
the  author  in  care  of  this  newspaper  or 
magazine.  Mr.  Hoick  is  editor  of  CHURCH 
AND  CLERGY  FINANCE,  the  bi-weekly 
financial  neivsletter  for  clergy,  and  pub- 
lisher of  CHURCH  MANAGEMENT:  THE 
CLERGY  JOURNAL. 
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Changes,  Changes,  Changes 

If  you  haven't  visited  the  Brethren  Bookstore 
lately  you  are  in  for  a  surprise.  Not  only  are 
faces  different  but  the  store  itself  is  changed. 
During  the  General  Conference  in  August,  1975 
the  announcement  was  made  that  George 
Schuster  would  be  dedicating  full  time  to  editorial 
work  and  that  Mr.  Dan  DeVeny  had  been  hired 
to  manage  the  bookstore.  Dan  began  his  work 
on  September  1,  1975  and  the  changes  are  still 
continuing.  Different  changes  have  been  met  by 
differing  degrees  of  enthusiasm  by  local  cus- 
tomers and  other  employees  but  all  are  designed 
to  give  better  service  and/ or  improve  the  financial 
base  which  the  Company  must  have  to  be  able  to 
continue  to  operate. 

We  welcome  Dan  to  the  staff  of  the  Brethren 
Publishing  Company  and  invite  you,  when  you 
are  in  the  Ashland  area,  to  drop  in  and  add  your 
welcome  to  ours. 

Most  of  you  have  heard  of  the  plans  for  a  new 
building  for  the  bookstore.  The  national  Women's 
Missionary  Society  voted  to  accept  this  building 
as  their  project  for  the  next  two  years.  Moving 
on  faith,  the  basic  plan  for  the  building  has  been 
approved  as  well  as  mortgage  resolutions  for  the 
borrowing  of  sufficient  money  to  begin  construc- 
tion. Watch  the  pages  of  the  Brethren  Evangelist 
for  progress  reports.  The  Lord  willing,  we  plan 
to  be  able  to  serve  you  from  the  new  building 
when  you  come  to  General  Conference  to  celebrate 
the  bicentennial  with  us  in  August,  1976. 

We  would  appreciate  your  prayer  as  we  are 
advancing  through  this  time  of  change,  and  thank 
you  for  the  support  that  has  made  this  growth 
possible.  We  praise  the  Lord  for  those  willing 
to  step  out  with  us  in  faith. 

— John  D.  Rowsey 
Executive  Director 


Dan  Deveny,  Bookstore  Mgr.  in 

foreground  with  Dr.  Jerry  Flora, 

Seminary  professor 
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WORLD  RELIEF  REPORT 


by  Phil  Lersch,  Chairman 
Brethren  World  Relief  Board 


(In  Fall  issues  of  the  EVANGELIST,  I 
have  sharped  detailed  World  Relief  accounts 
about: 

— Dr.  Graffam's  illness 

— Miss  "Gwe7i's"  escajye  from  Vietnam 

(2  parts) 
— The  C.Y.S.S.  evacvxition  from 
Vietnam. 
But  now,  to  give  another  kind  of  report 
of    the    many   projects    assisted    by    World 
Relief,  I'm  just  highlighting  the  key  facts 
from  several  neivs-releases  out  of  the  WRC 
office  in   recent  months.    They,   too,   relate 
positive  action  in  the  name  of  Christ  to  meet 
man's  basic  physical  and  spiritual  needs. 

Remember,  tvhen  it  says  "WRC  is  doing 
thus  and  so  .  .  .  ,"  it  means  "Brethren  are 
doing.  .  .  .") 


BRETHREN  DOLLARS  IN  OPERATION 


July  8,  1975--WRC  provided  $20,000  for  use  in 
resettling  Vietnamese  refugees  on  the  island  of 
Guam,  and  $5,000  for  relief  work  in  Mali  (Africa) 
to  purchase  cement  used  in  well-digging. 

July  9,  1975— Three  Mobile  Hospital  Outfits, 
each  designed  with  enough  equipment  and  sup- 
plies to  set  up  a  200-bed  hospital,  were  shipped  to 
Zaire,  Africa,  and  Quito,  Ecuador. 

July  14,  1975— Over  the  past  18  months,  WRC 
has  forwarded  $18,000  to  Haiti  for  educational 
programs,  child  feeding  and  agricultural  projects. 

July  14,  1975— WRC  and  the  Park  Street  Church 
in  Boston  united  to  send  a  diesel  tractor  to  the 
African  Inland  Mission  for  work  among  the  hun- 
gry nomadic  peoples  of  Kenya. 

July  18,  1975— A  new  RAF  (Kelief  Air  Force) 
was  formed  to  provide  instantaneous  relief  and 
to  obtain  valuable  information  from  areas  rocked 
by  natural  disaster  around  the  world. 

August  6,  1975 — WRC  continues  relief  work  in 
Honduras  because  of  a  new  drought  emergency 
this  year,  following  the  destruction  by  Hurricane 
Fifi  last  year.  70%  of  this  year's  crop  is  lost  and 
200,000  face  starvation. 

August  6,  1975— WRC  sent  $5,000  to  Haiti  for 
emergency  feeding  programs  in  the  northwest 
area  of  the  country  hardest  hit  by  drought  and 
famine. 

August  11,  1975— An  initial  grant  of  $2,500  was 
given  to  start  an  evangelism  program  in  Bangla- 
desh to  reach  more  than  10,000  families  living  at 
a  WRC-funded  experimental  agricultural  project. 


August  11,  1975 — The  American  Association  of 
Evangelical  Students  officially  designated  the 
World  Relief  Commission  as  its  overseas  relief 
agency. 

August  11,  1975 — The  World  ReUef  Commission 
of  Canada  sent  $5,000  to  Chad  to  purchase  grain 
and  insecticides   for  that  Sub-Saharan  nation. 

September  13,  1975 — WRC  sent  more  than 
$100,000  to  build  a  rice  mill  in  Udorn,  a  commun- 
ity in  Northeast  Thailand. 

October  3,  1975 — WRC  sent  emergency  funds 
to  Puerto  Rico  to  assist  them  in  recovery  from 
the  destruction  caused  by  Hurricane  Eloise. 

October  3,  1975 — Emergency  funds  were  sent 
to  Honduras  to  buy  food  for  distribution  in 
drought-stricken  areas — where  70%  of  the  of  the 
Honduran  crops  were  destroyed  and  700,000  are 
in  jeopardy  of  starvation.  WRC's  grain  purchase 
will  help  feed  5,000  families. 

October  3,  1975 — WRC  launched  a  new  program 
of  aid  for  Vietnamese  refugees  now  living  in  the 
United  States. 

October  20,  1975 — WRC  has  sent  a  construction 
expert  to  Liberia,  West  Africa,  to  train  Liberians 
in  construction  and  well-drilling. 
November  1,  1975 — I  received  detailed  information 
from  WRC  for  a  tour  they  invited  me  to  parti- 
cipate in  from  January  19th  to  February  6,  1976. 
Projects  will  be  visited  in  Bangladesh;  Calcutta, 
India;  Bangkok  and  Northeast  Thailand.  More 
details  and  a  complete  itinerary  in  the  next 
Evangelist. 
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The  End  of  The  Conference  Trail 


Your  editor  was  privileged  to  attend  the  South- 
east District  Conference  in  September  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 
and  once  again  had  the  pleasure  of  spending  a 
few  days  in  the  beautiful  Shenandoah  Valley 
nestled  in  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  of  Virginia. 


To  his  knowledge,  this  was  one  of  the  more 
ascendant  conferences  attendance-wise.  The  set- 
ting for  the  conference  being  Massanetta  Springs 
may  have  had  some  bearing  on  this  factor  but  it 
is  more  likely  that  more  of  the  people  in  the 
Southeast  District  want  to  become  more  involved 
in  the  numerical  and  spiritual  growth  of  His 
church.  Surely,  much  evidence  of  this  was  preva- 
lent judging  from  the  input,  attitude  and  en- 
thusiasm of  the  conference  in  all  of  its  various 
programs. 

One  of  the  many  inspirational  periods  was  pro- 
vided by  the  guest  speaker  for  the  conference,  Dr. 
George  Brunk,  Dean  of  the  Eastern  Mennonite 
Seminary  of  Harrisonburg,  Virginia.  This  corres- 
pondent had  the  added  pleasure  of  a  few  moments 
of  informal  conversation  with  this  eloquent  speak- 
er during   a  break  between  sessions. 


As  a  part  of  the  conference  but  not  scheduled 
on  the  program  was  a  time  set  aside  to  pay  tribute 
to  two  couples  for  distinguished  service  to  the 
district  and  to  the  Brethren  Church  in  general. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Barnett  of  Lost  Creek,  Ken- 
tucky and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Shultz  of  Ashland, 
Ohio.  Along  with  testimonials  presented  by  vari- 
ous members  of  the  delegation  present  in  respect 
to  the  devoted  efforts  to  the  church  by  these  two 
couples  were  two  cakes,  appropriately  decorated 
as  the  photographs  indicate.  These  cakes  were 
baked  and  decorated  by  one  of  the  gracious  ladies 
of  the  Maurertown  Brethren  Church. 


Dr.  &  Mrs.  Joseph  Shultz 


Dr.  &  Mrs.  Harold  Barnett 
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Food  fit  for  a  king^  "Kuf  sed" 
the  piioto  tells  the  story 


One  can  clearly  see  from  the  other  photograph 
that  concentration  on  enjoying  the  delicious  food 
provided  by  the  staff  at  the  Massanetta  Springs 
Conference  grounds  left  little  to  be  desired  in 
the  way  of  dinner  table  conversation. 

There  is  little  doubt  in  this  writer's  mind  that 
the  will  to  serve  and  attitude  to  be  involved  as 
exemplified  at  this  district  conference  and  per- 
haps others  also  which  he  was  not  able  to  attend 
can  only  lead  in  one  direction,  forward. 


At  the  terminal  end  of  the  District  Conference 
train  is  the  Midwest  District  conference  which 
was  held  October  9-12,  1975  in  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Cheyenne,  Wyoming.  Although  this 
writer  was  not  able  to  be  in  attendance  this  year, 
he  is  quite  positive  that  the  usual  hand  of  Chris- 
tian fellowship  was  in  evidence.  He  well  remem- 
bers the  brotherly  love  shown  him  at  conferences 
in  Falls  City,  Morrill  and  Derby  in  past  years 
and  visualizes  the  warmth  and  friendship  which 
make  a  visitor  to  these  conferences  feel  like  one 
of  the  group. 

As  I  took  note  of  the  events  that  were  scheduled 
on  the  conference  program  I  could  sense  the  spirit 
of  enthusiasm  initiated  by  the  conference  mes- 
sages of  Moderator  George  Solomon  and  Vice 
Moderator  Buck  Garrett.  Added  to  this  would  be 
the  zeal  of  the  hymn  singing  and  special  music 
that  has  been  the  norm  as  our  memories  seive 
us. 

The  feature  of  this  conference  certainly  is  in 
tune  with  the  theme  of  the  Brethren  Church  for 
the  past  conference  year,  "Let  The  Church  Grow, 
Let  It  Happen!"  in  the  presentation  of  the  Church 
Growth  Seminar  conducted  by  Pastor  George  W. 
Solomon. 

We  feel  that  as  the  conference  progressed  the 
attitude  of  those  present  was  quite  in  keeping 
with  what  might  easily  be  designated  as  their 
theme  song:  "We  are  one  in  the  Spirit,  we  are  one 
in  the  Lord."     (GS) 


It  was  the  day  after  Christmas  and  the  custodian 
of  a  church  noticed  that  the  infant  Jesus  mannekin 
was  missing  from  the  manger  of  the  Nativity 
Scene  on  the  lawn  of  the  church.  It  was  found  in 
a  little  red  wagon  being  pulled  down  the  sidewalk 
by  a  six  year  old  boy.  Upon  being  questioned  about 
it  he  answered:  A  week  before  Christmas  I  prayed 
to  the  little  Lord  Jesus  and  I  told  Him  if  He  would 
see  that  I  got  a  red  wagon  for  Christmas  I'd  give 
Him  a  ride." 
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SISTERHOOD 

Senior  Sisterhood  Program — January  1976  by  Mrs.  Ruf-h  Barber 

Developing  Spiritual  Gifts 


PRAYER 

When  I  was  much,  mudh  younger  and  went  to 
old  Camp  Juniata,  we  used  to  sing  a  little  ahorus 
that  went  something  like  thus: 

You  have  a  talent;  use  it  for  the  Lord; 

You  have  a  talent;  use  it  for  the  Lord.. 

If  you  do  not  use  it,  you  wiU  surely  lo'Se  it; 

You  have  a  talent;  use  it  for  the  Lord.. 
At  tihe  time  the  only  talents  I  thought  about  as 
I  isang  that  song  were  things  like  piiano  playing 
or  oil  painting  or  winning  medals  on  the  parallel 
ibars.  As  I  matured  in  the  faith,  however,  God 
helped  me  see  that  there  were  many,  many  talents 
that  He  could  use  to  buUd  His  church,  the  Body 
of  Christ. 

Let  me  remind  you  again  that  the  Body  of  Christ 
is  made  up  of  people  who  believe  in  Jesus  and 
have  asked  Him  to  come  into  ithedr  lives.  Jesus 
said,  "Ye  must  be  bom  again,"  and  "except  a  man 
be  born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kinigdom  of  God." 
Paul  tells  us  that  when  we  ask  Jesus  Christ  to 
coime  into  our  hearts  and  itake  away  our  san,  that 
we  are  "babes  in  Christ"  who  need  to  grow,  de- 
velop, and  mature.  God  wants  us  to  igrow  in  faith 
and  develop  our  spiritual  hves  and  talents,  but 
let's  not  misunderstand  each  other.  NO  GIRL 
CAN  GROW  AND  DEVELOP  HER  FAITH  UN- 
LESS SHE  HAS  BEEN  BORN-AGAIN  THROUGH 
JESUS.  If  you  try  and  develop  siptritual  gifts 
without  having  Jesus  and  the  Holy  Spirit  within 
you  to  help,  guide,  and  empower,  you  are  attempt- 
ing the  impossible!  Girls,  examine  yoiur  hearts. 
Have  you  asked  Jesus  to  come  into  your  life  and 
wash  away  your  sins?  Can  you  say,  "Yes,  I  did 
tlhat  When  I  was  (  age  )  (  place  )"?  If  you 
know  that  you  have  been  bom  again  then  you 
need  to  grow  in  faith  and  develop  your  spiritual 
ilife.  If  you  have  never  asked  the  Lord  Jesus  to 
come  into  your  life,  then  you  are  spiritually  dead 
in  your  unforgiven  sins  and  you  are  unable  to 
do  anything  about  spiritual  growth.  Let's  take  a 
few  minutes  now  to  examine  ourselves,  making 
sure  of  our  spiritual  birth  before  we  go  on.  (Have 
a  few  minutes  of  silent  spiritual  self-examination 
and  prayer.)  I  would  encourage  any  of  you  who 
are  not  sure  of  your  spiritual  birth  to  talk  to  your 
pastor,  Sunday  School  teacher,  or  Sisterhood 
sponsor. 

One  of  the  most  impoortant  spiritual  gifts  to 
develop  is  the  gift  of  prayer.  Moses  prayed,  David 
prayed,  Daniel  prayed,  Peter  prayed,  Paul  prayed, 
even  Jesus,  the  very  Son  of  God,  felt  the  need  to 
talk  to  God.  Yet,  somehow  we  "modern"  human 
beings  seem  to  feel  little  need  to  spenid  much  time 
in  prayer.  You've  heard  the  old  joke,  "When  all 
else  fails,  read  the  directions."  Well,  sometimes  we 
act  as  thougih  when  all  else  fails  we'll  try  God! 


We  iput  God  last  instead  of  first;  talking  to  him 
occurs  when  we  have  tiime  instead  of  being  our 
A  number  one  priority.  Perhaps  it's  because  people 
and  (daily  protolems  seem  so  much  more  real  than 
Goid.  Girls,  the  more  mature  you  ibecome  the  more 
you  realize  that  God  is  the  "real  thing" — not  Coke! 
Talking  with  Him  can  be  as  exciting  as  talking 
to  the  handsome  new  guy  Who  sits  beside  you  in 
math  and  as  intei-esting  as  planning  that  Saturday 
trail  hike  with  the  Athletic  Club.  And  it's  so  im- 
portant! No  Body  of  Behevers  will  grow  until 
there's  a  group  of  committed  people  who  will  sup- 
port each  other  with  their  prayers,  pray  with  each 
other,  and  learn  to  show  love  when  they  pray.  This 
group  also  needs  to  be  sensitive  and  "hear"  the 
answers  that  God  sends  to  their  requests.  Could 
you  be  a  part  of  such  a  group?  Could  your  Sister- 
hood be  a  group  that  prays  like  this?  Do  you  really 
believe  prayer  is  important  enough  to  demand 
some  of  your  priority  time?  Do  you  beheve  there 
is  value  in  people  praying  together? 

I  don't  know  how  you  answered  those  questions. 
Perhaps  you  have  some  doubts,  but  remember  that 
prayer  is  something  like  swimming.  You  can  watch 
people  swim,  you  can  read  books  about  swim- 
ming; but  you  never  actually  learn  to  swim  and 
really  enjoy  swimming  until  you  do  it.  Prayer  is 
not  a  spectator  sport — in  order  to  profit,  grow, 
and  mature  you  have  to  actually  participate.  You 
have  to  pray — you,  yourself,  and  if  you're  in  a 
group,  ithen  you  need  to  pray  out  loud  so  that  you 
can  support  others'  prayers  and  they  can  support 
yours  and  pray  for  your  needs.  Let's  plunige  in 
and  pray! 

If  your  group  is  larger  than  eight  or  ten,  divide 
into  two  groups  so  that  no  one  will  feel  intimidated 
by  prayer  in  front  of  a  large  (group.  Then,  I  want 
you  to  spend  some  real  time  praying,  not  just 
some  quick  sentence  prayers  to  get  through.  Per- 
haps you'd  like  to  set  a  kitchen  timer  or  alarm 
clock  for  fifteen  minutes — if  you're  not  used  to 
really  sharing  and  praying  with  each  other  six 
minutes  can  seem  like  two  and  a  half  hours!  Now 
— ^basic  directions:  Pray  in  sentences — not  para- 
graphs. Perihaps  someone  will  state  a  need — ^I  have 
a  problem  wiith  my  temper  or  with  my  brother. 
Someone  else  m  ithe  group  should  also  pray  that 
the  Lord  will  (help  with  this  problem.  Perhaps  the 
Lord  Win  give  a  third  person  some  very  simple 
(guidance  on  this  matter,  such  as,  it  would  help  if 
Ann  memorized  a  verse  of  scripture  to  say  when 
she  ifeels  her  temper  rising.  Pray  'conversationally, 
back  and  forth,  with  plenty  of  time  for  silences 
when  God  can  speak  to  each  of  you.  Try  to  include 
each  other,  yo'ur  minister,  and  any  special  needs 
your  lO'Oal  church  Body  has  at  this  time.  May  the 
Lord  richly  bless  this  time  of  prayer  fellowship 
and  help  you  grow  and  m(ature  in  faith  because 
you've  participated. 
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Junior  Sisterhood  Program — January  1976 

Redeeming  The  Time 


by  Mrs.  Pauline  Benshoff 


Opening:  Thought: 

I  have  just  a  little  minute, 
Only  sixty  seconds  in  it, 
Forced  upon  me,  can't  refuse  it. 
Didn't  seek  it,  didn't  choose  it, 
But  it's  up  to  me  to  use  it. 
I  must  suffer  if  I  abuse  it; 
Just  a  tiny,  little  minute 
But  eternity  is  in  it. 


Sing-A-Long:     Have  a  joyous  opening.  Sing  some 
favorites,  lilte; 

Happiness  is  the  Lord 

He's  Everything  to  Me 

Living  For  Jesus 

Pass  it  On 
Scripture  Lesson:  Ephesians  5:1-17 
Prayer  Time:  Appoint  a  leader,  one  who  will  be 
in  charge  of  this  prayer  time.  A  suggestion  to- 
night might  be  to  have  the  leader  name  things 
to  pray  about.  As  she  names  them  separately  you 
all  pray  silently  about  each  prayer  item.  The 
prayer  leader  could  close  the  prayer  time. 
Leader's  Talk:  Our  topic  this  month  is  "Re- 
deeming the  Time".  Someone  has  said,  "You  can 
utilize  any  kind  of  waste — except  the  waste  of 
time".  By  planning  your  time  carefully  you  will 
find  a  place  for  worthy  accomplishment,  for  gen- 
erous leisure,  for  happy  companionship  and  for 
relaxation  and  meditation  which  are  marks  of  a 
well-balanced  mind.  As  we  look  back  on  the  year 
just  passed  have  we  any  regrets?  Are  we  looking 
forward  to  a  better  New  Year?  What  will  you 
change?  Will  you  change?  As  we  hear  the  topics 
let  us  see  why  the  use  of  our  time  is  so  important. 
Let's  view  the  new  year  as  a  golden  gate  of 
opportunity. 
Topic  I:     The  New  Year  offers  a  New  Chance 

Life  is  made  up  of  time  and  time  is  the  raw 
material  which  can  be  transformed  into  something 
of  worth  and  enduring  beauty.  There  is  nothing 
more  worthwhile  or  more  beautiful  than  our 
relationship  to  God.  So  this  year  offers  me 
another  opportunity  to  renew  my  covenant  with 
the  Lord;  redeem  the  time  which  simply  means 
buy  it  back,  buy  it  up,  purchase  it.  But  we  are 
to  get  our  time  arranged  so  as  to  set  it  free  for 


service  and  in  service  for  Him.  This  New  Year 

will  help  me  to  get  my  life  in  order.  Think  of  the 

words  of  this  little  poem  written  by  M.  C.  Davies. 

A  New  Year 

Here's  a  clean  year 

A  white  year. 
Reach  your  hand  and  take  it. 
You  are 

The  builder. 
No  one  else  can  make  it. 

See  what  it  is 

That  waits  here 
Whole  and  new. 

It's  not  a  year  only, 

But  a  World 
For  you. 
Topic  II:     Another      Opportunity      to      Cultivate 
Christian  Charater 

We  read  in  II  Peter  3:18  to  "grow  in  grace". 
Our  lives  are  to  spiritually  mature  just  as  they 
physically  mature.  Each  year  should  leave  its 
mark  upon  Christians  as  it  does  upon  trees,  by 
an  additional  circle  of  growth.  Growth  in  grace 
is  largely  the  result  of  purpose  in  your  life; 
whether  you  are  living  your  life  to  please  God 
or  yourself.  It  will  also  be  determined  by  how 
persistent  you  are  in  working  toward  your  goal. 
So  there  is  room  for  improvement  and  with  God's 
help  we  can  mature  as  God  intended  us  to. 
Topic  III:     Another  Opportunity  to  do  good. 

Another  opportunity  to  do  good  to  my  neigh- 
bors, friends  and  yes  to  the  family  too.  Another 
opportunity  to  try  again,  undo  the  wrongs,  make 
right  the  misunderstandings  and  with  hope  we 
can  count  of  God  to  help  us.  Isn't  God  wonderful 
to  still  love  us  even  when  we  mess  up  His  plan 
for  our  lives?  Praise  Him  for  another  chance.  The 
days  are  evil,  uncertain  in  number.  So  value  your 
time  and  do  good.  Time  is  like  money:  the  less 
we  have  of  it  to  spare,  the  further  we  make  it  go. 
Small  Group  Activity:  (Divide  into  small  groups. 
Look  up  the  verses  assigned  to  your  group  and 
tell  them  in  your  owti  words.  Then  from  the  ver- 
ses you  read  report  back  what  God  says  about 
"Time") 

Proverbs  27:1  John  9:4 

Exodus  33:14  Psalm  90:12 

Philippians  3:13,  14  Revelation  3:8 

James  4:14  I  Peter  1:17 

Psalm  27:4 
II  Timothy  2:15 
Acts  11:23 
Psalm  102:27 
Keporting: 

Leader:     Let's   let   our  new  year  begin  with  an 
optimistic,  triumphant  spirit. 

Everyday  is  a  fresh  beginning;  Listen  my  soul 
to  the  glad  refrain:  And  in  spite  of  sorrow,  and 
older  sinning.  And  troubles  forecasted,  and  pos- 
sible pain  Take  heart  with  the  day  and  begin 
again. 
Business 
Sisterhood  Benediction 
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Signal  Lights  Program  for  January  1976 

BIBLE  THEME:     Serving  God 
PROJECT:     Medical  Outreach  in  India 


by  ALBERTA  HOLSINGER 


BIBLE  STORY:     A  Father  Serves  God 


Call  to  Worship:     Boys  and  girls, 

Fathers  and  mothers, 

All  serve  God 

As  they  serve  one  another. 

When  God  wanted  a  man  to  care  for  His  Son 
Jesus  on  earth,  to  be  as  a  father  to  Him,  He  chose 
Joseph. 

Joseph  loved  the  tiny  Baby  Jesus.  He  knew  this 
was  God's  Son. 

One  night  as  he  was  sleeping  an  angel  spoke 
to  Joseph.  He  told  him  the  king  of  the  country 
would  try  to  kill  the  Baby.  He  told  him  to  take 
Mary  and  Jesus  to  Egypt. 

Joseph  wakened  Mary.  "Hurry,"  he  said.  "We 
must  leave.  We  must  go  to  Egypt." 

Quickly  they  packed  their  things  and  started 
the  long  trip  to  Egypt.  Mary  rode  on  their  donkey. 
She  held  Baby  Jesus.  Joseph  walked  beside  them. 

When  at  last  they  reached  Egypt,  they  found 
a  house  to  live  in.  Mary  took  care  of  Jesus,  kept 
their  home  clean,  and  fixed  their  meals. 


Joseph  opened  a  carpenter  shop.  He  made  tables 
and  chests  and  many  other  things.  The  people 
liked  Joseph's  work.  The  things  Joseph  made 
were  smooth  and  shiny.  He  was  a  good  carpenter. 

One  day  he  said,  "Mary,  we  can  go  back  to 
our  own  country  now.  God  has  told  me  it  is  safe 
for  us  to  take  Jesus  to  Nazareth." 

Once  again  they  packed  and  started  the  long 
journey.  Mary  rode  the  donkey  and  Joseph  walked 
beside  her.  Part  of  the  time  Jesus  ran  excidedly 
along  the  road.  Part  of  the  time  he  rode  behind 
Mary  on  the  donkey. 

How  happy  they  were  when  they  reached  home! 
Friends  and  relatives  came  to  greet  them.  Soon 
Joseph  was  busy  in  his  carpenter  shop  again. 

Often  Jesus  was  in  the  shop.  Joseph  liked  to 
have  the  happy  boy  with  him.  He  helped  Jesus 
to  learn  the  things  God  would  want  Him  to  know. 
He  took  good  care  of  the  Boy.  And  God  was 
pleased  with  the  way  Joseph  served  Him. 

—Based  on  Matthew  2:13-15;  19-23 


MISSION  STORY:     A  Broken  Arm 


Ravi's  arm  hurt.  It  was  red  and  swollen.  Two 
days  ago  he  fell  from  the  coconut  tree.  Ravi  had 
wanted  to  surprise  Mother  by  getting  the  coco- 
nuts for  breakfast.  Half  way  up  the  tall  tree  he 
slipped  and  fell. 

"Serves  you  right,"  said  Rayo  his  older  brother. 
"You  are  too  young  to  climb  the  tree.  That's  my 
job."  And  quicker  than  a  monkey  Rayo  was  up 
the  tree  tossing  down  coconuts  for  breakfast. 

Mother  looked  at  his  arm.  "I'm  sorry  you  fell," 
she  said.  "You  are  getting  to  be  a  big  boy,  but 
not  big  enough  to  climb  the  coconut  tree." 

She  looked  at  his  arm  again  and  shook  her 
head.  "Your  arm  may  always  be  crooked  now," 
she    said. 

"Poor  Ravi,"  said  sister  Bashni. 

Now  two  days  later  his  arm  hurt  even  more. 
It  was  hard  not  to  cry.  His  friend  Dhako  came 
to  see  him. 

"How  are  you  today,  Ravi."  he  asked. 

"No  better,"  said  Ravi.  "My  arm  hurts  more. 
Mother  said  it  may  always  be  crooked.  Do  you 
suppose  I'll  never  be  able  to  climb  the  coconut 
trees  now?" 

"I  have  news  that  may  help  you,"  said  Dhako. 
"I  heard  Grandfather  telling  Father  the  Christian 
doctor  will  be  at  the  next  village  today.  Perhaps 
he  can  help  you.  Do  you  want  to  go?" 

"I    don't    know,"    said    Ravi.    "The    Christians 


don't  pray  to  our  gods.  Still  if  he  could  help  my 
arm.  .  .  ." 

"I'll  go  with  you,"  said  Dhako.  "Think  how 
pleased  everyone  will  be  if  the  doctor  does  help 
you!" 

Ravi  held  his  injured  arm  with  his  good  one  as 
they  walked  to  the  next  village.  Dhako  talked 
constantly  to  help  him   forget  the  pain. 

When  they  reached  the  next  village  they  found 
a  crowd  of  people  already  waiting  for  the  doctor. 
They  sat  down  on  the  ground  to  wait. 

At  last  it  was  Ravi's  turn.  He  told  the  doctor 
what  had  happened.  "Mother  said  it  may  always 
be  crooked.  I  don't  want  a  crooked  arm." 

"The  bone  in  your  arm  is  broken,"  said  the 
doctor.  "I'll  fix  it  for  you  and  put  a  cast  on  it. 
When  I  come  back  next  month  I  will  check  it. 
After  I  have  set  your  arm  today  my  helper  will 
tell  you  about  the  true  God  and  pray  that  He  will 
heal  your  arm." 

Ravi  and  Dhako  were  excited  as  they  hurried 
back  to  their  own  village. 

"Look,"  they  shouted.  "The  Christian  doctor 
fixed  the  crooked  arm.  His  helper  told  us  about 
Jesus.  Come  we'll  show  you  pictures  of  the  story 
he  told  us." 

In  a  few  weeks  Ravi's  arm  was  strong  and 
straight.  But  best  of  all  he  and  Dhako  learned 
to  know  and  love  the  true  God. 
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Creative  Classroom  Resources 

Meeting  needs  of  the  students  of  the  Sunday 
School  classroom  has  become  more  involved  than 
the  traditional  role  of  lecture  from  teacher  and 
possibly  a  brief  question  or  discussion  period.  It 
has  grown  to  include  various  types  of  audio-visual 
aids.  To  meet  the  demands  of  effective  education 
there  have  been  many  advances  in  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  available  materials  to  BCE,  and  it 
hopes  to  continue  to  keep  you  informed  on  new 
materials  published  which  can  help  you  in  your 
classroom. 

The  David  C.  Cook  Publishing  Co.  has  released 
seven  Multi-Media  Kits.  These  Kits  include  various 
items  for  visual  aids,  including  overhead  trans- 
parencies, duplicating  masters,  and  teaching 
guides.  The  titles  are  listed  below  and  are  avail- 
able through  the  Brethren  Bookstore — 524  College 
Ave.,   Ashland,   OH  44805. 

To  Teach  a  Teacher  $7.95 

The  Ministry  of  Christ  $6.95 

The  Messiah  has  Come  $4.95 

The  Spread  of  Christianity  $7.95 
Jesus'  Parables  of  the  Christian  Life  $5.95 

The  Last  Week  $5.95 

How  We  Got  Our  Bible  $7.95 


What  Are  Your  Plans  for  Shimmer  1976? 

Maybe  it  is  too  early  for  you  to  have  definite  plans,  but  it  ds  never  too  early 
to  begin  thinking  and  praying  about  what  wonderful  tilings  God  has  in  store  for 
you.  Plans  for  Summer  1976  are  already  under  way  in  some  excditinig  new  areas.  If 
you  are  interested  in  receiving  application  forms  and  policies  for  eiitiher  the  Crusader 
program  or  internship,  eUp  out  the  following  blank  and  send  immediately.  We  will 
release  the  forms  and  policies  after  December  1,  1975  with  a  return  deadline  of 
January  31,  1976. 

ACT  NOW!     THINK  MUCH!     PRAY  A  LOT! 


CLIP  AND  RETURN  TO:     Board  of  Ohrisitian  Eduoaition 
524  CoUege  Ave. 
Ashland,  Ohio    44805 


Please  send  me: 


all  application  forms  and  a  sitatemjent  of  the  Summer 
Crusader  Policies. 

all  application  forms  and  a  statement  of  the  Summer 
Inteimship  PoMdes. 


ADDRESS 


I  hold  membership  in  the  Brethren  Qhurdh  of 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Prayer 

More  out  of  curiosity,  I  began  to  read  "Wiiat 
Happens  When  Women  Pray"  by  Evelyn  Chris- 
tenson.  I  had  never  heard  of  Mrs.  Christenson 
but  find  she  has  had  a  wide  experience  in  holding 
"prayer  seminars."  First  working  only  with 
women  but  now  also  including  men  and  youth  in 
some  seminars,  she  has  collected  many  testimonies 
into  this  exciting  little  paperback. 

She  begins  with  prerequisites  for  effective 
prayer,  continues  on  through  methods  (specific- 
ally the  "Six  S's)  and  on  to  such  subjects  as: 
The  Space  Dimension  of  Prayer,  The  Time  Dimen- 
sion of  Prayer,  The  Verticle  Dimension  of  Prayer 
and  The  Horizontal  Dimension  of  Prayer.  She 
concludes  with  a  chapter  on  Prayer  Chains  that 
would  help  any  church  begin  several. 

Advertised  in  the  book  is  the  availability  of 
cassette  tapes  of  an  actual  prayer  seminar  for 
those  who  would  like  more  exposure  to  the  con- 
cepts presented  in  this  book. 

"What  Happens  When  Women  Pray"  is  not 
only  for  women,  even  though  of  special  interest 
to  them,  but  for  all  in  the  church  to  make  us 
better  pray-ers.  Published  by  Victor  Books,  it  may 
be  obtained  through  the  Brethren  Bookstore. 
Why  don't  you  read  it  for  yourself? 


Measuring  A  Church 

One  of  the  questions  for  anyone  interested  in 
Church  Growth  is:  How  do  you  measure  a 
church?  Gene  Getz  gives  his  answer  in  a  Regal 
book  called:  "The  Measure  of  a  Church."  It  is 
designed  for  pastors,  church  members  and  people 
"shopping"  for  a  church.  Here  is  a  tool  to  arrive 
at  your  own  measurement. 

As  the  author  sets  forth  the  Biblical  measure 
of  a  church,  he  adds  chapters  on  recognizing  the 
characteristics,  then  illustrates  it  with  a  New 
Testament  church.  Each  chapter  has  an  applica- 
tion to  the  Twentieth  Century  Church  and  then 
ends  with  an  "Action  Step"  telling  how  to  apply 
the  measure  followed  by  a  suggested  family  or 
group  project.  Many  of  the  "Action  Steps"  are 
actually  graphs  for  measuring  your  own  particu- 
lar church. 

Available  from  the  Brethren  Bookstore,  524 
College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio  44805.  Why  don't 
you  get  a  copy  and  learn  to  measure  your  own 
church? 

The  Bookworm 
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Brethren  Church  Growth 
Program 


Church  Growth  is  the  will  of  God.  Church 
Growth  is  Biblical  Therefore,  we  Brethren  are 
anxious  for  our  churches  to  grow.  We  are  eager 
to  learn  church  growth  principles  and  apply  them 
to  our  local  congregations.  We  are  anxious  to  be 
involved  in  Church  Growth. 

Chiu'ch  Growth  Seminar  One  is  an  instrument 
God  is  using  to  inspire  and  aid  local  churches 
in  their  obedient  quest  for  growth.  Our  goal  is 
that  every  Brethren  Church  experience  Church 
Growth  Seminar  One  in  1976.  Wherever  feasible, 
this  will  be  accomplished  by  working  in  small 
clusters  of  Brethren  Churches. 

Seminar  leaders  have  been  trained  and  are  now 
ready  to  conduct  these  Church  Growth  Seminars. 
The  ten  men  (five  pastors  and  five  denomina- 
tional executives)  pictured  on  these  three  pages 
have  received  Church  Growth  training  through 
the  faciUties  of  the  Institute  for  American  Church 
Growth  and  The  School  of  World  Missions  at 
Fuller  Theological  Seminary.  Their  extensive  read- 
ing in  Church  Growth  and  their  conscious  appli- 
cation of  Church  Growth  principles  in  their  vari- 
ous ministries  has  helped  to  prepare  them  as 
seminar  leaders. 

What  will  Church  Growth  Seminar  One  do  for 
you  and  your  church? 

1.  It  will  expose  you  to  dynamic  Church  Growth 
principles  and  teach  you  the  Biblical  basis  for 
Church   Growth. 

2.  It  will  create  in  your  church  an  atmosphere 
in  which  church  growth  can  take  place. 

3.  It  will  communicate  Church  Growth  principles 
and  how  they  work. 

4.  It  will  help  your  local  church  to  evaluate  its 
present  condition,  to  establish  growth  goals 
and  to  develop  plans  for  meeting  those  goals. 

How  do  you  schedule  Church  Growth  Seminar 
One?  All  seminars  will  be  co-ordinated  through 
Arden   E.    Gilmer,    Church    Growth   Co-ordinator, 


Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church,  530 
College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio  44805.  Contact  him 
to   schedule   your  seminar. 

The  registration  fee  for  each  seminar  will  be 
$12.00  per  person. 

Be  a  part  of  Brethren  Church  Growth!  Partici- 
pate in  Church  Growth  Seminar  One  when  it 
comes  to  your  area. 

"We  are  laborers  together  with  God."  (I  Cor. 
3:9) 


Rev.  Arden  E.  Gilmer 
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D)-.  Fred  Burkey 


Rev.  Duane  Dickson 
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Mr.  Dorman  Ronk 


Rev.  Brian  Moore 


See  page  15  for  Seminar  details 


Rev.  John  Brownsberger 
(Photo  not  available) 
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Rev.  M.  Virgil  Ingraham 


Rev.  Marlin  McCann 
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Rev.  Smith  Rose 


Rev.  George  Solomon 


Clip  and  post 
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Christmas  Greetinfjs  From  Argentina 

Dear  Friends, 

Greetinfjs  from  Argentina!  I  enjoy  sharing  with  you  how  Christmas 
is  celebrated  here  in  Argentina,  although  we  will  be  back  in  the  States  this 
year  for  furlough. 

First  of  all,  from  the  secular  aspect,  Christmas  is  not  celebrated  here 
as  imdely  as  lohat  is  Jcnoivn  as  "El  Dia  de  Los  Reyes,"  or  King's  Day,  which 
is  celehrnted  on  Jammry  6,  and  is  traditionally  known  as  the  day  in  which 
the  Wise  Men  from  the  East  arrived  with  their  gifts  for  the  Christ  Child. 
On  this  day,  the  children  leave  a  shoe  at  the  door  to  be  filled  with  gifts 
from  the  kings,  just  as  children  in  the  U.S.  leave  a  stocking  hung  on  the 
fireplace  for  Santa,  to  fill.  In  many  li.omes,  gifts  are  exchanged  on  January 
0,  instead  of  December  2r)th. 

Christm.as  is  not  so  commercialized  here  as  it  is  in  the  United  States, 
although  in  the  three  years  rve  have  been  here,  it  seems  to  becoming  more 
so.  A  feiv  years  ago,  Christmas  grccliiig  cards  mere  iivk'noivn.  Now,  they 
are  being  used  more  and  more.  Stores  iml  iij)  arfificidl  trees  and  glass  balls, 
but  no  snouj  or  icicles,  since  Christmas  here  is  very  liot — usually  around 
!)0-!)r>  degrees  F.  For  us  from  North  America,  it  really  seems  strange  to 
have  Christmas  in  the  summer-time.  Many  people  spend  Christmas  day  at 
ihc  beach,  having  picnics,  etc. 

CIrristmaii  eve,  or  "Noche  Euena,"  is  celebrated  more  thmi  Christmas 
Day.  As  the  typical  supper  hour  liere  is  9:30  or  10:00  P.M.,  the  family 
gathers  more  or  less  at  this  hoar.  Thei/  eat  a  huge  supper-typically  chicken 
or  turkey  urith  potato  salad,  cold  cuts,  etc.  For  dessert,  walnuts,  a  type  of 
candy  known  as  "turron"  (a  fondant  tvith  walnuts  or  peanuts  and  in  tlie 
form  of  a  candy  bar),  and  a  fruit  salad  soaked  in  ivine.  At  the  stroke  of 
midnight,  the  noise  of  fire-crackers  comes  from  the  street  (and  sometim.es 
contimues  all  night),  a  toast  is  drunk  with  "sidra",  ivhich  tve  would  call 
hard,  eider.  After  tlie  fnastivg,  gifts  are  passed  and  opened.  Veri/  /ew 
lionies  are  decorated  <(s  exi rai-agaiiltii  as  ive  decorate  in  the  States,  but 
most  do  have  a  small  artificial  Christmas  tree. 

On  Christmas  Day,  most  people  sleep  late  after  having  been  up  most 
of  the  night  before.  Then  around  noon,  they  eat  the  traditional  Argentine 
"asado"  (ba/rbecue)  a  lot  of  meat,  a  tossed,  salad  and  probably  potato  salad. 
It  is  again,  a  time  for  families  to  be  together. 

hi.  the  Protestant  churches,  tve  hare  observed,  less  emphasis  on  Christ- 
mas than  what  we  hare  in  the  States.  Cliri.'^tmas  carols  are  sung  only  a 
iveek  or  tu>o  before  Christmas — and  you  nerer  hear  them  out  on  the  street! 
Usually,  some  kind  of  Christma.s  program  is  presented  by  the  Sunday 
School  and,  choir  programs  may  be  presented  on  Saturday  or  Sunday  be- 
fore Christma.H.  As  far  as  I  know,  Christmas  caroling  is  not  practiced.. 

We  are  told,  that  the  Catholic  church  here  makes  little  or  no  mention 
of  the  m.e.a.ning  of  Christmas.  For  them  it  is  simply  a  family  feast  day! 

The  members  of  ma.ny  of  the  Protestant  churches  get  together  for  a 
meal  either  on  Christmas  Day  or  Christmas  Night.  Then  following  the 
meal  there  might  be  a  gift  exchange  and  a  carol  sing. 

We  ha,ve  been  told,  that  some  churches  put  announcements  on  the  radio 
a.tid,  ill  the  neivspapers  irelroming  people  who  have  no  family  to  come  to 
the  eharrh  at  noon  on  Christmas  Dai/  for  a.  simple  mea.l.  In.  this  way  they 
share  Cod's  love  tvith.  the  less  fortunate. 
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In  our  oivn  home,  ive  practice  our  North  American  customs  for  the 
m,ost  part  at  Chtistmas — partly  because  that  is  what  ive  knoiv,  and  partly 
becatise  we  tvant  our  children  to  know  the  customs  of  both  countries.  We 
miss  the  snoiv  and  cold,  the  carol  singing  and  the  numeroiis  programs 
and  messages  pertaining  to  Christ's  birth  that  in  the  States  you  receive 
the  whole  month  of  December.  The  Christmas  atmosphere  here  is  very 
different,  and  I  must  confess,  I  believe  our  whole  family  is  looking  forward 
to  a  good  old-fashioned  Christmas,  as  ive  know  it,  ivith  our  families  in  the 
United  States  this  year. 

I  hope  this  short  letter  has  been  of  some  use  in  sharing  infornwution 
about  Christmas.  We  will  be  looking  fortvard  to  seeing  many  of  you  in 
your  churches  this  winter.  Until  then,  may  the  peace  and  joy  of  the  Christ- 
mas season  be  with  you  all. 

In  the  love  of  our  Savior, 
Sharon  Winter 


Big  Wonderful  Wyomiiig 


by  Larry  Baker 


Did  you  know  that  we  have  a  Brethren  Church 
that  is  located  500-600  miles  from  any  other  Breth- 
ren church?  Well,  we  do  and  my  family  and  I 
have  moved  there — Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  and  are 
working  with  the  people  of  this  church. 

We  have  been  here  less  than  two  months,  and 
already  we  are  impressed  by  the  potential  of 
the  ministry  of  The  Brethren  Church  in  Cheyenne 
and  the  surrounding  area.  We  like  the  Cheyenne 
area.  It  offers  access  to  the  mountains  and  the 
"wide  open  spaces",  as  well  as  providing  a  western 
atmosphere  in  which  a  person  can  feel  at  home 
in  a  pair  of  boots  and  a  wide-brimmed  hat.  Be- 
sides Alaska,  Wyoming  has  the  least  population 
per  square  mile  than  any  other  state  in  the  Union. 
They  say  that  a  town  of  2,000  qualifies  for  a  Com- 
munity College  in  Wyoming. 

But  Cheyenne  where  we  are  located  is  the  state 
capital  and  has  currently  about  50,000  people.  It 


also  has  ready  access  to  the  larger  communities 
in  Northeastern  Colorado  and  Southwestern 
Nebraska. 

The  Lord  has  been  good  to  us  since  we  have 
been  here  in  Cheyenne  and  has  allowed  us  to 
meet  some  very  dedicated  Christian  people.  Dur- 
ing June  God  blessed  us  with  an  average  Morning 
Worship  attendance  of  44  plus  equally  good 
attendances  at  our  youth,  Sunday  evening  and 
midweek  services.  This  may  not  sound  like  many 
to  some  of  you  who  attend  the  larger  Brethren 
churches,  but  for  a  church  without  a  full-time 
Brethren  pastor  for  two  years  and  an  active  mem- 
bership of  33,  it  is  tremendous! 

God  has  also  sent  us  two  new  families  for  which 
we  gratefully  thank  Him.  He  has  also  given  us 
a  capable  youth  director  in  the  person  of  Paul 
Deardurff.  If  you  have  read  The  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist you  know  that  Paul  relocated  to  Cheyenne 
in  February  and  he  and  his  future  wife,  Paula 
Miller,  plan  to  help  The  Brethren  Church  grow 
in  Cheyenne. 

We  need  your  prayers  in  Cheyenne  and  your 
support  of  the  Home  Mission  Program  of  The 
Brethren  Church.  Pray  with  us  that  the  Lord 
will  lead  us  to  at  least  one  new  family  a  month. 
Pray  that  He  will  help  us  find  His  will  concern- 
ing the  relocation  of  our  building  and  the  begin- 
ning of  new  churches  in  the  Rocky  Mountain 
area.  Pray  that  in  all  we  do  Jesus  will  be  glorified 
and  people  will  be  led  to  a  saving  knowledge  of 
Him  as  their  Lord  and  Savior. 

Pray  that  the  Lord  will  lead  other  lay  couples, 
to  relocate  and  find  jobs  so  that  more  churches 
might  be  planted  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  area. 
Also,  ask  the  Lord  if  this  could  be  you.  If  you 
feel  a  leading  in  this  direction,  contact  the  Mission- 
ary Board  of  The  Brethren  Church,  530  College 
Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio  or  Pastor  Larry  R.  Baker, 
2600  East  12th  Street,  Cheyenne,  Wyoming  82001. 
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Christmas  In  Colomhia 

by  Jeannett-e  Solomon 


Here  in  Medellin,  the  city  of  "Eternal  Spring- 
time" (lately  I  liave  re-named  it  "The  City  of 
Eternal  Rains"),  it  is  useless  to  wish  for  a 
"White"  Christmas.  It  is  quite  doubtful  that  the 
FIRST  Christmas  was  a  white  one  either.  Other 
than  the  lack  of  snow  here  in  Medellin,  there  are 
other  different  celebrations  which  are  a  vital  part 
of  tlie  holiday  season. 

The  8th  of  December,  the  Catholics  celebrate 
Mary's  birth  by  having  the  children  outline  the 
sidewalk,  a  doorway  or  a  balcony  with  lighted 
candles  so  that  when  Mary  visits  the  neighbor- 
hood these  candles  will  light  her  way.  On  this 
same  night  the  extensive  municipal  Christmas 
lights  in  the  heart  of  the  city  are  lit.  Large  bulbs 
hung  from  cables  decorate  large  trees  in  the  cen- 
tral parks  and  along  the  principal  streets.  The 
Inter-Continental  Hotel,  various  government  build- 
ings and  the  Metropolitan  Cathedral  are  outlined 
in  various  colored  lights.  It  is  quite  an  impressive 
sight  and  the  people  gather  by  the  thousands  to 
v/alk  up  and  down  the  streets  loolting  at  these 
lights. 

All  during  the  months  of  December  and  Jan- 
uary one  can  observe  giant  paper  balloons  float- 
ing over  the  city.  These  tissue  paper  balloons 
have  a  hole  at  the  base  where  a  wick  (a  kerosene- 
soaked  cloth)  is  placed  and  lit  so  as  to  produce 
the  hot  air  necessary  to  cause  the  balloon  to 
rise  high  over  the  city  and  to  float  for  miles  and 
miles  before  the  wick  burns  out  and  it  comes 
plummeting  to  earth,  or  because  of  a  strong  wind 
it  may  catch  fire  and  burn  up.  It  takes  various 
persons  to  hold  the  balloon  while  others  light  it 
and  await  the  necessary  time  to  fill  up  with  the 
warm  air  so  it  can  rise  slowly  and  begin  the  flight 
over  the  city.  As  they  return  to  earth  boys  run 
for  blocks  to  catch  them  and  re-use  them  (espec- 
ially the  poorer  children  who  cannot  afford  the 
cost  to  buy  one  of  their  own)  Some  children  make 
their  own  balloons  at  home.  Each  year  "El  Colom- 
biano"  (one  of  Medellin's  leading  newspapers) 
sends  up  an  enormous  paper  balloon,  eager  to 
see  how  far  it  will  travel.  Last  year  a  strong  wind 
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caused  it  to  be  consumed — a  few  minutes  after 
it  became   airborne. 

The  manger  scene  is  a  very  common  decoration 
in  most  homes.  Some  are  very  luxurious  and 
mad  of  plaster  of  paris  with  beautifully  painted 
features,  others  are  crudely  shaped  figures  of 
cardboard.  Live  Christmas  trees  are  not  very 
common  and  very  expensive.  Both  internal  and 
external  lights  decorating  the  homes  are  not  as 
extensive  as  in  the  United  States  (before  the 
energy  crisis). 

Gifts  are  exchanged  Christmas  eve,  called  Noche 
Buena.  It  is  a  time  of  celebration  and  family 
gathering.  In  the  catholic  churches  they  have  the 
"Misa  de  Gallo"  (rooster  mass)  at  midnight  on 
Christmas  eve.  Evangelical  churches  may  or  may 
not  have  a  Christmas  program  on  Christmas  even 
or  Christmas  Day,  but  more  likely  on  the  Sunday 
nearest  Christmas. 

The  Colombians  have  favorite  foods  for  their 
Christmas  celebration,  as  we  do.  They  usually 
have  roast  pig,  natilla,  bunuelos  and  hojuelas. 
For  those  of  you  v/ho  will  find  it  impossible  to 
drop  in  to  visit  us  here  in  Medellin  over  this 
Christmas  season,  here  are  some  recipes  you 
might  want  to  try.  Felices  Fiestas! 

Natilla  (say  Nah-teelyah) 
1  quart  of  milk 
IVo  cups  cornstarch 
iy2  cups  brown  sugar 

4  or  5  Cinnamon  sticks 

1  small  coconut,  shredded 
Dissolve  the  cornstarch  in  the  milk.  Add  the 
brown  sugar,  cook  over  low  heat,  stirring  con- 
stantly. When  sugar  is  melted  and  begins  to  thick- 
en, add  the  cinnamon  and  coconut.  When  the 
Natilla  is  very  thick,  pour  onto  a  large  serving 
dish. 

Bunuelos  (say  Boon-you-alyos) 

1  lb  small  curd  cottage  cheese 
1^2  cups  cornstarch 

2  eggs,  beaten 

2  Tablespoons  brown  sugar 
V2  teaspoon  salt 

Grind  the  cheese.  Mix  the  cheese  with  the  corn- 
starch, eggs,  brown  sugar  and  salt.  Roll  into  balls 
the  size  of  golf  balls  and  drop  into  medium-hot 
vegetable  oil  and  fry  until  they  are  golden.  Re- 
move and  place  on  absorbant  paper.  Makes  15 
Bunuelos. 

Hojuelas  (say  Oh-huay-las) 
Vz  cup  butter 

3  cups  flour 

1  teaspoon  salt 

1  Tablespoon  sugar 

5  Tablespoons  orange  juice 

3  Tablespoons  ice  cold  water 
cooking  oil  sugar  to  sprinkle 

Mix  the  butter  and  flour  with  two  forks.  When 
well  mixed,  add  the  salt,  sugar,  juice  and  water 
and  roll  it  out  and  fold  it  in  half.  Repeat  this 
operation  two  more  times  and  place  in  refriger- 
ator until  chilled.  Roll  out  very  thin  and  cut  into 
diagonal  strips.  Make  a  slit  in  the  center  of  each 
one.  Deep  fry  in  hot  cooking  oil  until  golden. 
Drain  on  paper  towels.  Sprinkle  sugar  generously 
over  the  squares.  Makes  about  two  dozen. 

May  you  have  a  touch  of  Colombia  in  your 
United    States    Christmas ! 
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Releases  From  Routines 


As  the  Fall  months  pass  so  quickly  and  Winter 
begins  to  settle  in,  we  all  may  find  ourselves 
slipping  into  old  habits  and  routines  of  teaching. 
This  may  be  a  good  time  to  suggest  some  alter- 
natives to  usual,  ordinary,  and  common  class- 
rooms. 

Our  experience  at  Brethren  House  has  taught 
us  how  important  it  is  that  we  create  a  learning 
environment  that  is  exciting  and  stimulating  and 
that  the  learning  experience  be  as  intense  and 
involving  for  the  child  as  we  can  possibly  make 
it.  This  requires  time,  planning  and  an  openness 
to  any  and  all  ideas  that  come  our  way.  We  beg, 
borrow  and  steal  any  idea  that  will  help  us  more 
effectively  teach  the  Scriptures  or  give  us  an 
opportunity  to  nurture  a  child  in  the  ways  of 
God. 

We  gladly  share  what  we  are  learning  with 
others  and  feel  strongly  that  this  is  the  wisest 
stewardship  of  what  we  have  been  given.  In  that 
light  we  began  the  BRETHREN  HOUSE  TIMES 
— the  Newsletter  that  gives  an  in-dept  look  at 
what  is  happening  at  Brethren  House.  We  glean 
from  that  many  times  to  share  with  you  in  this 
column,  but  there  are  many  more  specific  descrip- 
tions of  our  activities  in  the  TIMES.  Each  Breth- 
ren Church  receives  one  "free"  copy  of  the  BHT 
when  it  rolls  off  the  presses  (5  times  per  year). 
We  would  encourage  all  teachers,  particularly 
those  of  children,  to  ask  your  pastor  about  it  if 
you  have  not  seen  it  yet.  We  would  also  be  more 
than  happy  to  send  you  a  sample  copy  of  our 
next  issue  if  you  simply  write  to: 
BRETHREN  HOUSE  TIMES 
6301  56th  Avenue,  N. 
St.  Petersburg,  FL    33709 

Another  source  of  ideas  to  be  used  in  the 
Church  School  (and  more  especially  in  the  upper 
elementary  grades,  youth  classes  and  adult 
groups)  is  the  GRIGGS  EDUCATIONAL  SER- 
VICE. Don  Griggs  has  become  a  very  good  friend 
of  ours  and  we  find  that  his  materials  are  used 
extensively  across  the  country.  One  of  his  books. 


"Translating  the  Good  News  Through  Teaching 
Activities"  has  just  lots  and  lots  of  ideas  for 
using  the  Good  News  For  Modern  Man  transla- 
tion in  searching  scriptures  effectively  and  mak- 
ing them  come  alive  for  the  learners.  He  also 
has  books  such  as  "Twenty  Ways  of  Teaching 
the  Bible,"  "Twenty  Ways  to  Use  Drama  in  Teach- 
ing the  Bible,"  "Creative  Activities  in  Church 
Education,"  and  several  others.  If  you  are  inter- 
ested in  a  catalog,  write: 

GRIGGS  EDUCATIONAL  SERVICE 

1731  Barcelona  Street 

Livermore,  CA  94550 
Still  another  source  for  new  ideas  comes  from 
a  magazine  called  RECYCLE.  Dennis  Benson, 
another  good  friend,  has  a  theory  that  good  ideas 
crop  up  everywhere  and  are  lost  to  us  again  un- 
less there  is  a  channel  for  spreading  those  ideas 
around.  Thus,  his  means  of  doing  this  has  been 
a  "recycling"  of  these  ideas.  It  is  very  simply 
made  up  of  20  to  30  paragraphs,  each  describing 
an  idea  that  worked  for  someone  somewhere, 
shared  in  the  hope  that  it  might  spark  an  idea 
that  works  for  you.  Send  for  a  sample  copy  to: 

RECYCLE 

P.  O.  Box  12811 

Pittsburg,  PA  15241 
Through  these  3  sources  I  have  offered  you 
literally  hundreds  of  new  ideas  that  you  could 
try,  think  about,  or  use  as  a  springboard  for  your 
own  original  ideas.  If  your  Church  School  is  sag- 
ging for  lack  of  life  and  new  blood,  you  have  no 
one  to  blame  but  yourselves — help  is  possible  and 
on  the  way  with  a  simple  three-post-cards  request- 
ing samples. 

If  some  of  you  reading  this  say  quietly,  "But  I 
am  not  teaching  now  and  it  really  wouldn't  do 
me  any  good," — let  me  suggest  that  you  give 
concrete  support  to  your  faithful  and  hard  work- 
ing teaching  staff.  Take  the  time  to  send  for  these 
samples  and  put  them  in  the  Church  School 
library  or  give  them  to  some  interested  individ- 
uals. Thanks,  you'll  be  glad  you  did! 

— Bonnie 
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Memorials 


GARBER 

Dr.  John  A.  Garber,  91,  former  professor  of 
Bible  and  Religious  Education  at  Ashland  College 
died   November  28,   1975  in  Decatur,   Georgia. 

Dr.  Garber  came  to  Ashland  College  in  1904 
to  begin  his  preparation  for  the  ministry.  He 
taught  at  the  college  from  1915  to  1927.  During 
that  time  he  preached  in  various  churches 
throughout  the  city  and  the  College  Brethren 
Church  which  met  in  the  chapel. 

During  his  ministry  in  the  Brethren  Church 
he  served  in  the  pastorates  at  West  Alexandria 
and  New  Lebanon,  Ohio;  Elkhart  and  New  Paris, 
Indiana;  and  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania.  He  also 
served  as  Moderator  of  the  Ohio  District  of  Breth- 
ren Churches  and  The  General  Conference  of 
Brethren  Churches. 

He  is  survived  by  his  widow  Jean;  one  son,  Dr. 
Paul  L.  Garber  of  Decatur,  Ga;  one  stepdaughter, 
Mrs.  Mary  Seel  of  Jeon  Jui,  Korea;  three  grand- 
children and  nine  great-grandchildren.  Services 
were  held  in  the  Gilbert  Funeral  Home  of  Ashland, 
Ohio  and  were  conducted  by  Rev.  Delbert  Flora. 
Interment  was  in  the  Ashland  Cemetery. 

SWENK 

James  E.  Swenk,  age  11,  passed  away  Nov. 
5,  1975,  at  Children's  Hospital,  Pittsburgh,  follow- 
ing a  short  illness.  He  is  survived  by  his  father 
Paul  Swenk;  a  brother  Don  Swenk  (a  student  at 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary) ;  2  sisters,  Darlene 
(a  student  at  Ashland  College)  and  Mrs.  Charles 
(Doris)  Long  of  Ashland.  He  was  preceded  in 
death  by  his  mother,  Antionette,  and  a  brother 
Ronald.  Services  were  held  at  the  Dunmire-Kerr 
Funeral  Home  in  Vandergrift.  Interment  was  in 
the  Riverview  Cemetery,  Apollo.  Pastor  William 
Walk  was  in  charge  of  the  service,  assisted  by 
Don,  brother  of  the  deceased. 


BAUM 

Mary  Baum,  age  66,  a  member  of  the  Pleasant 
View  Brethren  Church,  Vandergrift,  Pa.  passed 
away  on  Nov.  10,  at  Allegheny  VaUey  Hospital, 
following  a  stroke.  She  had  worshipped  with  us 
the  day  before.  She  is  survived  by  husband 
Walter;  2  sons — Walter  and  Wilson;  and  one 
daughter — Mrs.  Wylie  (Dolores)  Fairman,  all 
members  of  the  Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church. 
Service  was  held  in  the  church  with  Pastor 
William  Walk  in  charge,  with  entombment  in  the 
Greenwood  Mausoleum. 

*     *     * 

ZUMBAUGH 

Mary  C.  Zumbaugh  of  Rochester,  Indiana, 
widow  of  the  late  Rev.  Harley  Zumbaugh  died 
at  the  Canterbury  Manor  Nursing  Home  where 
she  had   resided  since  October  1973. 

Born  to  James  and  Emma  Overmyer  Palmer, 
she  lived  the  greater  portion  of  her  life  in 
Rochester  except  for  a  period  of  16  years  which 
were  spent  in  Three  Rivers,  Michigan. 

She  was  a  member  of  the  Tiosa  Brethren 
Church,  What-not  Club  and  the  Woodlawn  Hos- 
pital Auxiliary. 

She  is  survived  by  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Jack 
(Margaret)  Garner  of  San  Diego,  California,  three 
grandchildren;  two  sisters,  Mrs.  Carmen  Kath, 
Rochester,  Indiana  and  Mrs.  Orval  (Doris)  Long, 
Phoenix,  Arizona,  two  brothers,  Oswald  Palmer 
and  Cecil  Palmer,  Los  Angeles,  California. 

She  was  preceded  in  death  by  her  husband, 
Harley  in  1973  and  a  son  and  one  brother.  Rev. 
John  Shultz  officiated  at  the  funeral  services 
and  interment  was  at  the  Sand  Hill  Cemetery. 

SWIHART 

Mrs.  Nettie  Swihart  went  home  to  be  with  the 
Lord  at  the  age  of  84.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church.  She  is  survived 
by  her  husband,  Clarence;  two  sons,  Harold  Swi- 
hart of  Silver  Lake  Ind.  and  Rev.  Wayne  Swihart 
of  Valpariso,  Ind.  pastor  of  the  Mishawaka 
Brethren  Church;  a  brother  Stuart  Lindzy  of 
Silver  Lake,  Ind.;  five  grandchildren  and  five 
great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  Pastor  J.  D.  Hamel. 


A  brief  notation  received  from  the  Pittsburgh 
Brethren  Church  pertaining  to  the  passing  of 
two  members;  Hedda  Remic  Beres,  September 
9,  1975  and  William  Weaver,  who  served  as  church 
organist,   November  12,   1975. 


MEMBERSHIP  GROWTH 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania — 4  by  Baptism 
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^^  CHURCH 
NEWS 


ROANOKE,  INDIANA 

November  2,  1975  was  the  date  that  the  annual 
"Homecoming"  was  held  at  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Roanoke,  Indiana.  This  occasion  is  ain 
event  that  has  been  celebrated  annually  since  the 
first  Harvest  Meeting  in  1894.  It  is  uncertain  as 
to  the  exact  number  of  celebrations  held  since 
that  date  due  to  a  few  being  missed  during  the 
war  years. 


FLORA.  INDIANA 

The  first  Sunday  in  September  Pastor  Myron 
Dodds  began  a  3-year  call  to  serve  as  pastor  of 
the  Brethren  Church  in  Flora.  A  few  days  prior, 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  the  members.  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Dodds,  son  Steve  and  daughter  Marcy, 
were  moved  into  the  parsonage  from  Bryan,  Ohio. 

Recently  a  reception  for  the  parsonage  family 
was  held  which  included  an  evening  of  social 
fellowship  and  entertainment  and  featuring  a 
grocery  shower  for  the  Dodds  Family. 

Rally  Day  and  Homecoming  was  celebrated  in 
early  October  with  a  group  of  young  people  from 
nearby  communities  known  as  "The  Sunshine 
Delegation"  presenting  a  special  offering  in  music, 
one  portion  of  their  repertoire  being  a  portrayal 
of  the  life  of  Paul  in  song.  150  were  in  attendance 
for  the  morning  worship  service  on  this  day. 

A  Revival  was  held  in  August  with  Dr.  Harold 
Barnett  as  the  Evangelist  presenting  a  most 
challenging  message  at  all  the  services  which 
were  well  attended.  The  hymn-singing  and  special 
music  was  led  and  presented  by  a  vocal  group 
called  the  "Gospel  Tones".  Two  additions  by  letter, 
three  by  baptism  and  several  re-dedications  were 
the  fruits  of  the  services. 

October  9,  a  group  of  WMS  members  totaling 
19  were  driven  to  the  District  Rally  at  Corinth  on 
the  church  bus  by  Rev.  Dodds.  The  afternoon 
devotions  were  given  by  Geneva  Clingenspeel, 
president  of  the  WMS  Society  #1. 

The  Union  Thanksgiving  Service  was  held  in 
The  Presbyterian  Church  with  Pastor  Myron 
Dodds  presenting  the  message.  His  theme  was 
"Thankgiving  Remembrance"  and  the  offering 
taken  up  was  presented  to  C.R.O.P. 

(From  News  Report  of  Doris  Duff,  Cor.  Sec.) 


There  were  approximately  65  present  for  the 
morning  Worship  Hour  and  around  70  for  the 
noon  fellowship  carry-in  dinner  which  followed. 
Friends  came  from  miles  away,  at  least  one  or 
two  over  100  miles,  to  renew  acquaintances  and 
make   new   ones. 


The  afternoon  was  filled  with  a  program  of 
wonderful  fellowship,  entertainment  and  music 
highlighted  by  the  inspirational  program  of  songs 
provided  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Rodney  Thomas  who 
are  serving  the  pastorate  of  the  Huntington,  Indi- 
ana Brethren  Church. 
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Dr.  Hamel  ''Evangelical  of  the  Year" 


The  Manasota  Evangelical  Association  of  Mana- 
tee and  Sarasota  Counties  named  Dr.  J.  D.  Hamel, 
"Evangelical  of  the  Year"  at  a  special  service  held 
at  the  Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church.  He  was 
presented  a  silver  plaque  by  Dr.  R.  Arlo  Odegaard, 
President  of  the  Manasota  Association  which  is 
a  chartered  organization  of  the  N.A.E.  A  surprise 
reception  was  also  held  in  his  honor.  Guest  speak- 
ers were  Dr.  Paul  E.  Toms,  President  of  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals  and  senior 
minister  of  the  Park  Street  Church  in  Boston, 
Mass.;  and  Dr.  Billy  A.  Melvin,  Executive  Director 
of  the  National  Association  of  Evangelicals. 


(IN  THE  PICTURE  .  .  .  reading  from  left  to 
right.  Dr.  Paul  E.  Toms,  President  of  the  N.A.E. 
and  pastor  of  Park  Street  Church  in  Boston;  Dr. 
Odegaard,  Dr.  Hamel,  and  Dr.  BiUy  Melvin,  Execu- 
tive director  of  the  N.A.E.) 


GROUND-BREAKING  SERVICE 
Wayne  Heights,  Waynesboro,  Pennsylvania 

On  Sunday  morning,  October  26th,  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Wayne 
Heights  Brethren  Church  gathered  beside  the  present  sanctuary  to  join  in  a  ground- 
breaking ceremony  for  a  new  Sunday  School  annex.  Since  the  church  currently 
has  no  Sunday  School  facilities  as  such,  this  new  building  has  long  been  a  dream 
in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  Brethren. 

The  new  addition,  which  will  be  joined  to  the  present  sanctuary,  will  be  approx- 
imately eighty-five  feet  long  and  thirty  feet  wide.  It  wiU  include  eleven  Sunday 
School  rooms,  rest  rooms,  a  new  access  to  the  present  church  basement,  and  a  large 
foyer.  From  the  foyer,  which  will  be  inside  the  new  main  entrance,  access  wiU  be 
easily  available  to  the  Sunday  School  building,  the  present  sanctuary  or  the  assem- 
bly room  in  the  basement.  The  new  building  will  be  electricaUy  heated;  will  include 
wall-to-waU  carpeting  throughout;  will  feature  brightly  decorated  rooms  for  the 
classes  using  the  building;  and  will  be  equipped  with  new  furnishings  throughout. 
The  exterior  will  match  the  present  sanctuary  which  was  constructed  in  1952.  It  is 
also  planned  that  landscaping  will  be  included  in  this  building  program,  along  with 
the  paving  of  the  existing  parking  lot.  The  new  building  is  scheduled  for  comple- 
tion within  three  months.  The  timing  of  this  project  is  significant  inasmuch  as 
the  year  1976 — at  which  time  the  building  will  be  completed — will  mark  the  twenty- 
fifth  anniversary  of  the  formal  organization  of  the  Wayne  Heights  Brethren  Church 
as  a  congregation  in  the  Pennsylvania  District. 
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A  number  of  Brethren  participated  in  the  actual  breaking  of  the  gr(jund,  with 
each  one  turning  over  a  shovel  full  of  ground.  Shown  in  the  above  picture  are:  (in 
the  foreground) — Rev.  Virgil  Ingraham,  representing  the  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren  Church;  Mrs.  Carrie  Bonebrake,  the  oldest  active  member  of  the  congre- 
gation; Kirk  Ford,  the  youngest  member  of  the  congregation;  and  Rev.  Henry 
Bates,  pastor  of  the  Wayne  Heights  Church.  Others  who  participated  in  the  ground- 
breaking are  shown,  from  left  to  right:  William  Smith,  representing  Brethren  Youth; 
Paul  Lehman,  the  contractor;  James  Ford,  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee; 
Donald  Kline,  chairman  of  the  Building  Committee;  Judy  Stevens,  music  director; 
Patti  Walton,  Sisterhood  patroness;  Elizabeth  Sachs,  W.M.S.;  Charles  Gift,  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Deacons;  John  Schildt,  Laymen's  Organization;  John  Sehlegel, 
Sunday  School  Superintendent;  Fred  Hammond,  moderator;  Jack  Warren,  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  The  participation  of  this  group  emphasized  that  the 
new  building  is  a  project  for,  and  by,  every  age  group  in  the  church  and  every  area 
of  the  church's  program. 

Following  the  ground-breaking  ceremony  a  fellowship  dinner  was  held  in  the 
church  social  room.  Later  on  in  the  day  it  was  announced  that  between  October  1st 
and  October  26th  the  congregation  had  given  something  over  nine  thousand  dollars 
toward  this  new  project.  For  pastor  Bates  this  represents  the  third  building  program 
in  his  past  three  pastorates — North  Manchester,  Indiana;  Vinco,  Pa.  and  Wayne 
Heights,  Pa. 
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The  Brethr^i  Bvongelist 


HEISRY  HOLSINGER 


A  digest  of  a  paper  on  the  forefathers  of 
The  Brethren  Church  by  students  in  a  class 
on  Brethren  History  and  Doctrine  conducted 
at  the  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  by  Rev. 
Richard  Allison. 


by  Wes  Ellis 


For  the  Brethren  the  thirty  years  from  1850  to 
1880  were  turbulent  years.  To  reduce  all  the  tur- 
bulanoe  to  this  sihort  paper  would  not  do  the  era 
of  history  justiee.  One  can  glean  from  the  books 
a  sense  of  feai*  which  is  comparable  to  our  times. 
A  fear  of  sornetiMng  quite  different,  but  a  fear 
none  the  less. 

One  of  the  main  issues  during  that  era  was 
education.  One  portion  of  itJie  churchy  which  has 
come  to  be  known  as  the  "Old  Order"  feared  edu- 
cation as  something  which  would  lead  their  sons 
and  daughters  mto  evil  ways.  Another  element  of 
the  church  wanted  to  move  forward  but  with  less 
speed  and  was  by  far  the  largest  portion.  This 
group  was  known  after  1883  as  The  German  Bap- 
tists and  in  1908  became  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  The  element  that  advocated  education 
strongly  and  immediately  was  known  as  the  Pro- 
gressive Brethren  and  after  1883  was  known  as 
The  Brethren  Church. 

Henry  Holsinger  found  himself  at  the  center  of 
controversy,  not  because  he  was  the  leader  of  the 
movement,  but  because  he  had  an  agressive,  out- 
spoken, impatient  personality.  In  addition  to  'this 
he  had  a  keen  prophetic  sense  that  caused  him  to 
look  ahead  fifty  years  to  see  what  would  come 
to  pass  among  the  German  Baptist  Brethren.  For 
it  was  no  longer  than  fifty  years  until  the  German 
Baptist  Brethren  were  utilizing  the  very  things 
that  Holsmger  advocated;  things  which  ultimately 
led  to  ithe  split  ithat  occured  in  1881-1882. 

Holsinger  was  ithe  editor  of  first  the  Christian 
Family  Companion  and  then  later  The  Progressive 
Brethren.  In  these  publications  Holsinger  voiced 
apparent  needs  of  the  church.  Wm.  L.  Spanogle 
wirote  in  July  1881: 

"Let  us  retrospect  a  littie.  Ten  years  ago, 
H.  R.  Holsinger  was  editor  of  the  Cliris- 
tlan  Family  Companion.  He  desired  a  re- 
port of  Annual  Meeting;  employed  a 
reporter,  entered  the  council.  But  no  sir, 
away  with  him,  AWAY  WITH  HIM.  The 
Whole  fratematy  unJimbered  their  oolum- 
biads,  and  poor  brother  H.  'had  a  hot  time. 
Oh!  What  an  awful  thing!  A  reporter! 
How  is  it  now?  Why  a  repopter  is  an  indis- 
pensible  appendage  to  Annual  Meeting. . . 
Again,  brother  Holsinger  sees  the  neces- 
sity of  imiprovlnig  our  church  music, 
suggests  a  hymnal.  Oh!  The  idea!  A 
hymnal!  Away  with  Mm!  Heterodoxy! 
How  Is  it  now?  Hymnals  everywhere. 
Again  brother  H.  saw  the  necessity  of 
schools  among  us,  that  material  might  be 
dressed  for  the  ministry.  Oh  awful!  Col- 
leges!   Education!    Terribile!    Innovation! 


AWAY  WTTH  HIM!  How  is  it  now?  Only 
three  colleges  loom  up  in  proud  magnific- 
ance,  as  momentoes  of  H.  R.  Holsmger, 
whose  name  will  be  i>eri)etuated  while  the 
church  exists,  when  his  opposers  are 
forgotten."! 

It  was  not  mere  advocating  of  trained  ministers 
that  disturbed  the  ultra-conservatives.  For  in 
addition  to  th'is  Holsinger  was  advocating  high 
school  education  for  aU,  revival  meetings  in  which 
invitations  were  given  to  rise  and  come  forward, 
a  salaried  ministry,  and  popular  Sunday  Schools 
along  with  attendance  at  Sunday  School  conven- 
tions by  the  teachers.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
these  things  which  we  all  take  for  granted  now 
were  so  innovative  that  they  frightened  many  of 
the  Brethren.  But  the  whole  Progressive  move- 
ment, at  the  center  of  which  Holsinger  found 
himself,  feared  what  would  become  of  the  Brethren 
'if  'they  idid  not  employ  these  innovative  ideas. 

As  stated  above,  ithe  middle  gro'up  or  conser- 
vatives were  by  far  the  largest  group  and  con- 
trolled the  Standing  Committee  which  in  fact  set 
the  poUcies.  In  1880,  they  gave  qualified  approval 
to  all  the  issues  but  desired  to  maintain  the  prin- 
ciple of  nonco'nf ormity  in  the  form  of  the  costume. 
Hence  the  manner  of  dress  became  the  test  of 
fellowship  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  many  of  'the 
conservative  congregatioris  were  in  violation  of 
the  dress  code. 

During  1881  severail  artioles  were  written  con- 
cerning the  issue  of  the  dress  code.  They  expressed 
the  feeling  that  the  principle  of  codes  of  dre'SS 
was  more  at  'the  heart  of  the  issue  'that  the  O'rder. 
Of  this  issue  Mohler  said,  "Holiness  in  principle  is 
invisible.  Holiness  in  fo^rm  is  visible  .  .  .  great  care 
must  be  taken,  or  the  f O'rm  will  be  substituted  for 
the  prLnciple."^ 

Meanwhile  Holsinger  was  under  indictment  for 
his  publishing  activities.  Arrangements  had  been 
made  to  try  Holsinger  ui  his  home  congregation 
at  Berlin,  Pa.  The  ti'ial  never  occurred  because 
two  days  were  S'pent  disputing  whether  Holsinger 
would  be  permitted  to  have  the  proceedings  re- 
corded by  a  professional  stenographer.  The  con- 
gregation had  voted  for  'both  public  hearing  and 
use  of  stenographer.  The  committee  refused,  and 
affair  was  deadlocked.  The  trial  committee  decided 
that  Holsinger  could  no  longer  be  held  lin  fellow- 
ship and  that  all  who  departed  'with  Mm  would 
be  held  responsihQe  at  the  next  Annual  Meeting. 
In  spite  of  the  ruling  the  Berlin  congregation, 
including  the  Meyersdale  branch,  continued  to 
work  with  Holsinger  as  liLshop  and  too,  invited 
all  w'ho  were  willing  to  fellowship  with  them. 
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Up  until  1882  tihe  whole  churdh  agreed  that  the 
deciisions  of  the  Armual  Meeting  were  advisory 
and  not  mandatory.  In  1882  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee handed  down  the  following  decision. 

"All  queries  sent  to  Annual  Meeting  for 
decision  shall  in  all  cases  be  decided  ac- 
cording to  the  Scriptures,  where  there  is 
any  direct  'thus  saith  the  Lord'  applying 
to  ithe  question,  and  all  questions  to  which 
there  is   no   expKress   Scripture   applying, 
shall  be  decided  according  to  the  spirit 
and  meaning  of  the  Scripture,  and  that 
decision  shall  be  mandatory.  .  ."3 
With  that  decision  the  die  was  cast.  The  Progres- 
sives  must   act,    and  act  they  did.   They  met  in 
Dayton,  Ohio  to  implement  their  dreams. 

Of  the  action  Holsinger  had  this  to  say:  "The 
Annual  Meeting  party  then  became  more  deter- 
mined to  free  itself  from  the  progressives,  but 
knowing  they  had  no  just  cause  for  expellitag  them, 
they  manipulated  'the  sitanding  oommdittee  ...  as 
such  a  course  is  contrary  to  all  reason,  justice 
and  Christianity,  I  hold  that  it  was  not  done  in 
fact,  and  therefore,  I  still  claim  to  be  a  member 
of  the  Old  Brethren  Church  which  I  joined  forty- 
ffiive  years  ago.  .  .""* 

In  the  heat  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  newly 
formed  Brethren  Church  held  at  Miiford  Junction, 
the  imofito  "The  Bible,  the  whole  Bible,  and  nothing 
but  'the  Bible"  was  coined.  It  was  in  fact  a  lashing 


ouit  at  the  mandatory  statement  made  hy  the 
Standing  Committee  of  1882,  yet  a  motto  that  we 
Brethren  have  clung  to  to  this  day. 

Holsinger  completed  his  long  and  arduous  pub- 
lishing career  with  a  monumental  history  book 
which  serves  as  source  lor  any  serious  student  of 
Brethren  (thought.  He  traveled  hterally  thousands 
of  miles  raising  money  to  purchase  Ashland  Col- 
lege as  a  'fulfillment  of  a  dream.  The  dreams  that 
Holsinger  entertained  are  now  fact,  and  because 
they  are  fact,  his  name  will  not  easily  be 
forgotten. 

1  Albert    Ronk,    History    of    the    Brethren    Church    (Ashland, 
Ohio:    Brethren    Publishing    Co.,    1968)    p.    133. 

2  Ibid.,   p.   133. 

3  Ibid.,   p.   147. 

4  Henry  Holsinger,  History  of  the  Tunkers  and  the  Brethren 
Church,    (Oakland,   California:    Pacific   Press,    1901)  p.   3. 

Weston  Ellis  is  a  native  of  Goshen,  Indiana,. 
He  graduated  from  Ashland  College  in  1972. 
He  graduated  from  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary  in  June  of  this  year  and  is  pres- 
ently serving  the  Oakville  Brethren  Church 
in  Indiana. 

A  digest  of  his  paper  on  The  Solingen 
Brethren  was  published  in  the  October  5, 
1975  issue  of  this  periodical  as  a  portion  of 
this  series. 


Page  Tvventy-eight 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


World   Religious   News 

in    Review 


10,000  TO  PROVIDE  CHRISTIAN  WITNESS 
DURING  OLYMPIC  GAMES  IN  MONTREAL 

MONTREAL,  Que.  (EP)— An  estimated  10,000 
Christian  youths  representing  more  than  50  inter- 
national Christian  organizations  and  denomina- 
tions will  take  part  in  a  massive  witness  at  the 
1976  Summer  Olympic  Games  here. 

Among  plans  designed  by  the  participating 
groups  are  24-hour  distress  centers,  door-to-door 
witnessing  campaigns,  scripture  distribution,  in- 
formation and  hospitality  booths  at  major  travel 
centers,  traveling  musical  teams,  coffee  bars,  and 
a  massive  witness  march  through  Montreal's 
downtown  area  on  July  17,  the  opening  day  of  the 
Olympics. 

They  will  work  under  an  "umbrella"  organiza- 
tion. Aide  Olympique  Chretienne  (Christian 
Olympic  Help),  to  present  Christ  to  more  than 
3  million  Montreal  residents  and  the  expected  6 
million  visitors  from  more  than  130  countries  who 
will   attend   the   games. 

Among  affiliates  of  the  umbrella  agency  are 
Youth  for  Christ,  Youth  with  a  Mission,  Inter- 
Varsity  Christian  Fellowship,  Campus  Crusade 
for  Christ,  the  Canadian  Bible  Society,  the  Pocket 
Testament  League,  Fellowship  of  Christian 
Athletes,  Moody  Bible  Institute,  Operation  Esper- 
ance  and  others. 

Participating  denominations  include  the  Asso- 
ciated Gospel  Churches,  the  Pentecostal  Assem- 
blies of  Canada,  the  Free  Methodist  Church,  and 
the  Wesleyan  Church. 

PEALE  SURVEY:     CHURCHGOERS 
PREFER  SERMONS  ON  PRAYER, 
GUIDANCE,  BIBLE 

PAWLING,  N.Y.  (EP)  —  More  than  50,000 
churchgoers  who  participated  in  a  national  sur- 
vey indicated  that  they  want  more  sermons  deal- 
ing with  prayer,  God's  guidance  and  the  Bible 
and  less  on  politics  and  social  action. 

The  survey,  which  was  taken  of  a  representa- 
tive cross-section  of  persons  receiving  literature 
from  Dr.  Norman  Vincent  Peale's  Foundation 
for  Christian  Living,  also  found  that  26.  4  per- 
cent want  more,  "charismatic  preaching,"  24.8 
per  cent  want  less,  and  24.3  per  cent  feel  the  pres- 
ent emphasis  is  "about  right."  The  term,  "Charis- 
matic preaching,"  was  not  defined  in  the  survey. 

Participants  in  the  survey  were  given  a  list  of 
types  of  sermons  and  asked:  "In  your  personal 
opinion,  which  of  the  following  kinds  of  sermons 
does  today's  church  need  more  of  or  less  of,  or 
is  the  emphasis  about  right?" 

Results  of  the  survey  were  announced  here  at 
a  four-day  School  of  Practical  Christianity,  con- 
ducted by  the  Foundation  and  attended  by  more 
than  50  ministers  and  their  wives. 


ANGLICAN  BISHOP  BANS 
EXORCISMS   WITHOUT 
EXPLICIT  PERMISSION 

WAKEFIELD,  England  (BP)  —  An  Anglican 
bishop  whoise  diocese  was  the  scene  of  a  grisly 
murder  following  an  exorcism  a  year  ago  has 
banned  future  exorcisms  without  explicit  permis- 
sion from  him  or  three  deputies. 

Bisihop  Eric  Treacy  of  the  Wakefield  diocese 
said  the  "Church  has  been  drawn  into  the  exor- 
cism scene  without  fully  realizing  what  is  in- 
volved. .  .  .  The  kind  of  mental  iUniess  and  spiritual 
disturbance  wihich  produce  a  condition  calling  for 
the  liberation  which  some  might  call  exorcism 
demands  expert  medical  and  psychiatric  under- 
standing. To  deal  with  such  a  situation,  without 
expert  advice,  is  fraught  with  danger,  bo'th  lor 
those  who  undertake  exorcism  and  thoise  who 
receive  it." 

In  October  1974,  itwo  cHergymen — ^an  Anglican 
and  a  Methodist — ^conducted  lan  aUnnight  exorcism 
of  a  disturbed  man.  He  then  went  home  and  mur- 
dered ihls  wife  with  his  bare  hands,  according  to 
the  proseouitor  in  his  murder  case  last  March. 

COLORADO    EPISCOPALIANS   OPPOSE 
THE    ORDINATION   OF   WOMEN 

FORT  COLLINS,  Colo.  (EP)— Opposition  to  the 
ordination  of  women  has  been  voted  by  the  Episco- 
pal Diocese  of  Colorado. 

In  other  actions  at  the  89th  annual  convention 
of  the  diocese  here,  delegates  adopted  a  resolution 
opposing  abortion  and  euthanasia. 

Colorado  Episcopalians  asked  the  General  Con- 
vention of  the  denomination,  which  will  hold  its 
triennial  General  Convention  in  Minneapolis  next 
Fall,  to  reaffirm  that  only  males  can  be  ordained 
to  the  priesthood. 

NEW  YORK  AND  NEW  JERSEY 
REJECT  E.R.A.  AT  POLLS 

NEW  YORK  (EP)— State  versions  of  the  con- 
troversial and  emotionally  debated  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  (ERA)  have  been  defeated  in  New 
York  and  New  Jersey. 

With  92  per  cent  of  the  New  York  votes  in, 
the  tally  was  1,329,545  in  favor  and  1,724,189 
against.  In  New  Jersey,  with  95  per  cent  of  dis- 
tricts reporting,  the  vote — against — was  825,383 
to  764,633. 

Typical  of  the  bitter  disappointment  expressed 
by  ERA  advocates  was  Betty  Friedan,  national 
leader  of  the  women's  movement,  who  charged 
that  "lies"  by  enemies  destroyed  the  amendment. 

Jubilant  opponents  of  the  ERA  said  its  defeat 
was  an  "affirmation"  of  the  views  of  average 
women,  who  cannot  identify  with  the  women's 
movement. 
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WITCHES'  MEET  FIZZLES  AFTER 
CHRISTIAN  STUDENTS  PRAY,  FAST 

SALEM,  Mass.  (EP) — A  highly  publicized  con- 
ference for  witches,  featuring  the  noted  Salem 
Witch  Laurie  Cabot,  fell  short  of  its  expectation 
after  students  at  Gordon-Conwell  Seminary  nearby 
fasted  and  prayed  for  24  hours. 

"The  all-night  service  was  to  feature  a  3  a.m. 
black  mass,"  the  Rev.  Wayne  Morgan  said,  "but 
after  several  of  our  students  went  to  the  Armory 
and  began  witnessing  to  the  weird-looking  people 
in  costumes  arriving  for  the  event  the  program 
fell  apart." 

He  said  God  had  intervened  to  stop  the  satanic 
proceedings.  And  to  make  matters  worse  for 
Witch  Cabot  and  her  entourage,  the  $3,500  from 
ticket  sales  were  seized  by  court  action  to  pay 
Laurie  Cabot's  back  rent. 

"God  has  a  sense  of  humor,"  Morgan  told  EP 
News  Service. 


RABBI    PROVIDES    '6-MONTH   CHECKUP' 
PROGRAM  FOR  THE  NEWLY  MARRIED 

MIAMI  (EPj — A  Miami  rabbi  has  initiiated  a 
"six-month  check-up"  progxam  for  recently  mar- 
ried Jewish  couples  rto  help  smoortih  their  difficult 
first  year  of  marriage. 

"My  first  question  to  them  is:  What  do  you 
fight  about?"  said  Rabbi  Sol  Landau. 

"Their  reaction  is  to  look  at  me  with  surprise 
and  say,  'Why  no'thing,  really,  but  .  .  .  .'  Then 
they  begin  to  open  up  aboiuit  some  of  tihe  tihikigs 
that  bather  ithem." 

Rabbi  Landau  said  he  lis  surprised  by  the  igood 
respoinise  to  the  program.  He  said  about  90  per 
cent  of  the  couples  married  in  the  synagogue  in 
the  past  year  have  consented  to  come  in  for  post- 
marriage  counseling. 

He  said  the  "check-up"  program  is  designed  to 
help  keep  "the  firsit  marriage  from  becoming  only 
a  training  sdhool  for  the  second,  with  divorce  the 
diploma." 


PENTECOSTAL  RELEASED  FROM  PRISON; 
SENTENCED    FOR   BIBLE   DISTRIBUTION 

BUCHAREST  (EP)— A  Romanian  Pentecostal, 
imprisoned  for  receiving  and  distributing  Bibles 
and  other  religious  literature  from  abroad,  has 
been  released  after  serving  18  months  of  a  two- 
year   sentence. 

Vasile  Rascol,  whose  health  had  deteriorated 
during  his  imprisonment,  was  reported  to  be  con- 
valescing on  the  Black  Sea  Coast  with  his  family. 
The  government  gave  no  reason  for  his  early 
release. 


N.Y.  PASTOR  VANISHES  DURING 
SERMON  SERIES  ON  CULTS 

MAINE,  N.Y.  (EP)— The  Rev.  Donald  LaRose, 
in  his  second  year  as  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  here,  disappeared  Nov.  4,  the  day  after 
he  received  a  letter  from  cultists  stating  they 
wanted  his  blood  for  sacrifice  in  retaliation  for 
his  sermon  series  on  Satan  and  the  cults. 

Pastor  LaRose  gave  the  threatening  letter  to 
police  and  went  to  his  study  routinely  Nov.  4. 
He  hasn't  been  seen  since.  A  Bible  study  outline 
in  his  typewriter  stopped  in  mid  sentence.  Police 
have  found  his  car,  but  not  his  large  Bible. 

"All  who  know  Don,"  said  his  father-in-law 
Rev.  D.  North  Miller,  "know  he  would  not  partici- 
pate in  a  hoax.  His  people  are  praying  every  night 
at  7  p.m.  and  have  established  an  award  of  $5,000 
for  information  leading  to  his  whereabouts." 

A  business  man  has  added  another  $5,000,  to 
the  award,   making  it  $10,000. 

Mrs.  Eunice  LaRose  and  the  couple's  two  daugh- 
ters said  phone  calls  had  been  received  before 
the  letter  when  LaRose,  manager  for  seven  years 
of  Syracuse  Radio  Station  WMHR,  began  his 
series  on  satanism  and  the  cults. 

"We  discounted  them,"  she  said,  "until  the  letter 
was  received." 

The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Hammond,  Ind., 
a  sister  church  in  the  General  Association  of 
Regular  Baptists,  is  paying  for  the  services  of  a 
private  detective  to  help  solve  the  case. 


KOREA'S  'FIRST  LADY'  DECLARES 
HER  FAITH  IN  JESUS  CHRIST 

SEOUL  (EP) — In  her  first  interview  ever  grant- 
ed a  foreign  reporter.  Park  Kuen  Hye,  daughter 
of  Korea's  President  Park  Chung  Hee,  stated  that 
she  is  a  Christian. 

"I  made  my  decision  during  my  second  year 
at  Middle  school,"  said  the  girl  who  is  serving  as 
First  Lady  after  the  death  of  her  mother  Aug. 
15,   1974. 

Miss  Park  told  Missionary  Carroll  Hunt,  a  re- 
porter for  OMS  Outreach  magazine,  "When  I 
asked  Mother  for  permission  to  receive  Christian 
baptizm,   she  agreed  and  attended  my  baptism." 

Asked  if  her  early  decision  effected  her  daily 
life.  Miss  Park  replied,  "My  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
is  the  whole  meaning  of  life.  In  it  I  find  value 
for  myself." 

Reporter  Hunt  wrote  the  full  story  of  Korea's 
distinguished  lady  for  the  December  1975  issue 
of  Christian  Life. 


U.N.  BRANDING  OF  ZIONISM  AS 

RACISM'  HIT  BY  U.S.  AS  FALSE, 
BASED  ON  HATRED 

UNITED  NATIONS,  N.Y.  (EP)— On  the  37th 
anniversary  of  Hitler's  infamous  "night  of  the 
Crystals,"  the  U.N.  General  Assembly  delivered 
a  body  blow  to  Israel  and  Zionism  by  branding 
Zionism  a  form  of  "racism." 

This  action — plus  the  Assembly's  action  in 
speeding  up  the  approaching  confrontation  on 
"the  State  of  Palestine" — seemed  to  be  a  likely 
indicator  of  that  body's  direction  in  the  imme- 
diate future. 

First  indications  are  that  the  resolution  on  the 
Palestine  Liberation  Organization  (PLO)  and  the 
one  on  Zionism  will  further  exacerbate  the  al- 
ready tense  confrontation  in  the  United  Nations. 

The  resolution  declaring  Zionism  "a  form  of 
racism  and  racial  discrimination"  was  adopted  by 
a  vote  of  72  to  35,  with  32  abstentions. 
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WOMAN  STAGES  SUPREME  COURT 
SIT  IN  WHEN  JUSTICES  REJECT 
'PRAYER'  PLEA 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)  —  Mrs.  Rita  F. 
Warren  protested  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court's  re- 
fusal to  hear  her  appeal  of  a  case  involving  vol- 
untary school  prayer  by  staging  a  "sit-down 
strike"  in  the  Court  building.  She  was  removed 
by  police  and  held  overnight  in  a  capital  jail. 

"I  want  to  ask  the  nine  justices  why  they  won't 
hear  my  case  at  all  when  they  gave  Mrs.  Madalyn 
O'Hair  that  right,"  said  Mrs.  Warren,  an  out- 
spoken  prayer   proponent   from   Brockton,   Mass. 

Mrs.  Warren,  a  47-year-old  Italian-American 
mother  of  three,  said  she  hopes  to  inaugurate  a 
campaign  to  enlist  others  to  come  to  Washington 
with  her  and  find  out  why  the  Superme  Court 
has  refused  to  hear  her  case.  She  has  been  an 
active  member  of  the  voluntary  prayer  movement 
since  the  late  1960's 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  on  Nov.  3,  declined  to 
consider  her  appeal  that  students  be  allowed  the 
"freedom  of  religion"  to  pray  aloud  in  the  public 
schools.  The  court  let  stand  lower  court  decisions 
in  Massachusetts  that  such  prayers  in  public 
schools  were  unconstitutional. 


ORTHODOX  CHURCH  IN  AMERICA 
DELEGATES  CONDEMN  ABORTION, 
HOMOSEXUALITY,   EUTHANASIA 

Cleveland  (EP) — In  resolutions  adopted  at  the 
4th  All  American  Council  of  the  Orthodox  Church 
in  America,  delegates  condemned  abortion,  sex 
outside  marriage,  homosexuality,  euthanasia  and 
violence. 

The  Church,  which  is  predominantly  Russian 
in  background,  also  approved  an  apparent  criti- 
cism of  the  increasingly  prominent  movement 
known  as  liberation  theology,  though  without 
referring  to  it  by  name. 

"In  affirming  the  positive  value  of  political, 
social,  legal  and  economic  freedoms,"  the  first 
of  a  series  of  seven  resolutions  said,  "we  must 
affirm  as  well  that  true  human  liberation  can 
never  be  achieved  without  the  spiritual  and  moral 
values  given  to  man  by  God." 


RETIRED  BASKETBALL  STAR 
TEACHES  NEW  METHOD  ON 
MEMORIZING  BIBLE 

GEYERSVILLE,  Calif.  (EP)— BaskeftbaU  super- 
star Jerry  Lucas  used  to  concenitrate  on  swishing 
the  ball  through  the  net  for  the  New  York  Knicks. 
Now,  14  moinths  after  a  conversion  experience,  he 
concenitrates  on  teaching  people  how  to  memorize 
the  Bible. 

Mr.  Lucas,  a  two-time  College  Player  of  the 
Year,  -an  Olympic  igold-medal  winner,  and  a  Sports 
Illustrated  Spoirtsman  of  tihe  Year,  draws  250  to 
300  people  a  Saturday  to  Bible  memorization  sem- 
inars conducted  by  Memory  Ministries,  Inc. 
(MMI). 

The  key  to  the  MMI  aipproadh  is  a  series  of 
seemingly  silly  dirawin'gs,  related  to  major  words 
or  concepts  in  a  portion  of  a  chapter.  MMI  claims 
that  by  this  method,  whole  chapters  can  be 
memorized  in  five  minutes,  aU  89  chapters  of  the 
four  gospels  in  a  lew  months. 

The  purpose  of  word-for-word  scripture  memori- 
zation is  so  that  "God's  children"  can  "hide  His 
woird  in  their  iheants,"  says  Mr.  Lucas. 


NEWS  BRIEFS 

Harry  M.  Hoyt,  executive  secretary  of  Presby- 
terians United  for  Biblical  Concerns,  was  killed  in 
an   aviation   accident  at  Oakland,   Calif. 

The  Rev.  Robert  P.  Dugan  Jr.,  Denver  Conser- 
vative Baptist  pastor,  will  announce  by  the  end 
of  the  year  whether  he  will  seek  the  Republican 
nomination  in  the  suburban-west  Denver  Second 
Congressional    District 

Ruth  Bell  Graham  (class  of  1943),  wife  of  Billy 
Graham,  has  been  elected  the  first  woman  trustee 
of  Wheaton  College. 

Dr.  Robert  N.  Thompson,  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Evangelical  Free  Church  of 
Canada,  has  been  appointed  International  Coor- 
dinator of  Gospel  Recording,  Inc. 

World  Relief  Commission's  "Miss  Gwen,"  form- 
er head  nurse  at  WRC's  Hoa  Khanh  Children's 
Hospital,  Danang,  will  join  Far  East  Broadcasting 
Corp.  as  a  programmer  in  FEBC's  Vietnamese 
section. 
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